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INTRODUCTION 

TO  THE 

Englifh  Tranflation, 

Directed  in 

A  LETTER  to  Sir  G.  M.  Baronet, 
and  W.  M.  Efquire, 

Members  of  Parliament, 

AMONG  the  various  Productions  of 
thePrefs,  none  feem  (in  your  Clear 
Judgments)  more  delightful  and  in- 
ftrudive,  than  the  Relations  of -Voy¬ 
ages  and  Travels;  I  mean  thofe  written  by 
Men  of  Capacity  and  Sincerity,  which  lye  in  a 
fmall  Compafs;  for  molt  Books  are  either 
Romances,  Novels,  or  Hypothefes ;  Panegy- 
ricks.  Satyrs,  or  Burlefques  (the  one  too  com¬ 
monly  taken  for  Truths,  as  the  others  for  He¬ 
roic  ks)  which  come  forth  either  to  eafe  an  Hy- 
pocondriack  Spleen ;  or  elfe  to  flatter  Ambiti¬ 
ous  Powers,  to  raife. Private  Fortunes,  or  favour 
Particular  Factions :  Thofe  venomous  Sorts  of 
Ai  Vermine. 
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Vermine  that  infeft  Humane  Societies,  and  fpread 
fuch  Poyfons,  as  few  Antidotes  can  reach,  'unlefs 
fetch’d  from  abroad,  which  fometimes  raife  the 
Pulfe,  and  give  the  Blood  a  more  generous  Tin- 
dure;  the  World  (like  a  Machine)  being  belt 
underftood,  and  manag’d,  by  taking  it  to  pieces, 
viewing  and  comparing  thefeveral  parts  together; 
from  whence  juft  Impreftions  may  be  taken  with 
the  greateft  and  moft  perfed  Idea’s ;  fo  the  Greek 
Majter  Painted  his  Ulyjfes. 

The  Knowledge  of  Forreign  Countries  feems 
to  be  the  Nobleft  School  for  the  enlarging  and 
cultivating  the  Mind  of  Youth,  who  being  gene 
rally  confin’d  by  Education  and  Culfoms  at  Home 
(which  few7  ever  liv’d  to  Surmount  and  Conquer) 
to  a  narrow  Sphere  of  Thought,  are  for  the  moft] 
part  pufP d  up, and  choak’d  for  w  ant  of  a  free  Air 
and  a  large  Profped ;  hence  it  is  that  fo  many 
become  unfit  for  Publick  Bufinefs  and  Adion,  or| 
even  comn  on  Converfation, fading  into  Diforder: 
upon  little  Contradidions,  and  ftarting  at  every 
Thing  that  lies  out  of  their  way.  Imperitum  ej 
Animal  Homo ,  ft  circumfcrilatur  Natalis  Soli  Ju 
Fine,  fays  Seneca.  Such  a  One  the  great  Home, 
drew  his  Telemachus. 

The  Globe  is  compared  to  a  true  Glals ,  ini 
which  may  be  feen  the  different  Faces  of  Na¬ 
ture,  with  the  teveral  Arts  and  Myfteries  of  Go1 
vernments.  Every  Climate  affords  new  Scene 
wherein  a  Man  may  learn,  that  the  Harmony  o 
the  Univerfe  con  lifts  in  a  wonderful  Variety 
which  (as  the  Emperor  of  Siam  once  repartee’ 
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upon  the  Jefuits)  Teems  to  have  been  fet  out  by 
the  mod  glorious  Creator  and.  Governour  of  ail 
Things  for  his  own  immortal  Praife.  Therefore 
’tis  in  vain  for  the  Collegium  de  propaganda  Fide, 
and  the  Roman  Catholick  Courts,  to  labour  on 
Earth,  or  expetd  from  Heaven  a  general  Unifor¬ 
mity  in  the  Religion  and  Manners  of  Mankind, 
no  more  than  in  other  Cudoms,  Diets,  Habits 
and  Commodities ;  However,  their  Mijfmaries 
ought  not  to  be  difcouraged  in  their  Underta¬ 
kings,  for  the  Improvements  of  Geography,  Na¬ 
tural  and  Civil  Hi  (lory,  Commerce,  &c.  bring 
Honour  and  Profit  diffident  to  reward  their 
Pains,  in  cafe  their  Adventures  upon  Religion 
turn  to  no  Account.  The  fame  Immenfe  Fou-er 
always  has,  and  ever  will.be  worfhip’d  in  different 
Forms,  under  various  Figures  and  Idea’s.  It  feems 
to  be  a  general  Error  amongd  us,  that  many  wife 
Nations  adore  meer  Stocks  and  Stones,  without 
any  refpeft  to.  the  Supream  Divinity. 

Of  all  the  Kingdoms  of  the  Earth  China  is  the 
mod  celebrated  tor  Politenefs  and  Civility,  for 
Grandeur  and  Magnificence,  for  Arts  and  Inven¬ 
tions;  which  the  Romifh  Prieds  are  fo  fenfible  of, 
that  they  pafs  there  under  the  Characters  of 
Phyfipians,  Painters,  Merchants,  Adrologers,  Me¬ 
chanicians,  &c.  and  are  receiv’d  as  fuch  in  the 
Courts  of  Aft  a,  which  are  too  fine  to  differ 
openly  the  propagation  of  a  drange  Religion ; 
as  fome  of  the  molt  pious  Millenaries  (over-heat¬ 
ed  with  the  Naked  Truth)  often  find  to  their 
own  Deftruitjqn ;  Specially  when  the  Brack - 
A  3  mans 
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mans y  the  Talapoins,  and  the  Bonzes  begin  to  grow  j 
Jealous  of  their  Mafquerades,  and  to  fee  thro’  ; 
their  Difguifes. 

But,  you  may  perhaps  demand  (becaufe  you 
do  not  ufe  to  take  things  upon  meer  Recommen¬ 
dations  without  further  Enquiry  and  •Examina¬ 
tion)  why  the  Bookfellers  Ihould  venture  to  print 
in  Englifh  thefe  Memoirs  of  China,  feeing  we  j 
have  already  fo  many  Relations  of  that  Country? 
To  which  they  give  this  Anfwer,  wr.That  moft 
of  our  Accounts  of  China  are  either  Fabulous,  or 
Copies,  and  not  comparable  to  this  Original  of 
theirs:  Befides,  that  vaft  Empire  is  fo  Fertile 
and  wonderful  in  all  refpedts,  that  it  will  always 
furnilh  frelh  Materials  for  Difcoveries,  let  the 
Travellers  be  never  fo  fagacious  and  induftri- 
ous ;  few  of  whom  will  be  found  to  defervefuch 
a  Character,  unlefs  thofe  lately  fent  at  the  French 
King’s  Expence,  with  a  Stock  of  excellent  In- 
flruments,  and  with  a  fufficient  Fund  for  making 
ufeful  Observations ;  amonglr  thele  our  Author 
was  one  of  the  Chief,  and  therefore  the  Reader 
may  expedt  more  from  him,  than  what  is  al¬ 
ready  extant  in  the  printed  Works  of  his  Pre- 
deceflors. 

Marco  Paulo ,  Nicolo  di  Conti ,  Galeotto  Pe- 
rera  *,  Gafpar  cle  Cruz ,  Ferdi- 
*  See  Rr-mufii  Vi-  naf,cj  Mendez  Pinto ,  Gonzalez 
de  Mendoza ,  Anthony  de  An- 
3  vol  fol.  drada ,  Manuel  de  Faria  Soufa , 
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and  Spur  into  Knight  Errantry,  fo  familiar  and 
even  congenial  to  the  Italian  hut  much  more 
to  the  Spanijh  and  Portuguefe  Writers ,  that  a 
tftoufand  Don  jQ 'uixots  with  all  Cervantes  Satyr 
will  never  be  able  to  reform  them  ;  yet  a  Criti¬ 
cal  Reader  may  glean  many  pretty  things  from 
them. 

The  Accouuts  of  fome  Learned  Jefuits  (wbofe 
Order  hath  feen  more  of  China  then  all  the  re;-!: 
of  the  Europeans )  feem  to  be  more  judicious  and 
authentick;  efpecially  if  we  indulge  them  a 
little  in  the  Story  of  their  Religion.  Among 
thefe  we  ought  to  mention  with  relped  the  Inge¬ 
nious  Fathers,  Ricci ,  Trigault,  Semedo ,  Martini , 
Rhodes ,  Boym ,  Grader ,  Adam  Schall  (whole  Let¬ 
ters  are  very  conftderable)  Father  Grejlon ,  Father 
Rougemont ,  with  many  other  Mijfionaries  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  from  whom  Kircher  took  all 
his  Materials;  and  Monfieur  Thevenot  in  that 
part  of  his  Colldlions  relating  to  China ,  has 
only  abridg’d  fome  of  their  Diaries  and  jour¬ 
nals. 

The  Relation  that  Linfchoten  gives  of  China  is 
not  equal  to  the  other  parts  of  Aha, .which  he  him- 
felf  faw ;  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  Mandeljh. 

The  Dutch  Impreikon  of  Nieuhof ,  and  the 
Tarijian  of  Magaillans ,  are  defervedly  moft  in 
efleem  for  their  Chinefe  Obfervations,  as  well 
by  their  Exa&nefs  and  Sincerity,  as  the  choice 
of  things  they  relate ;  the  one  being  Secretary 
to  a  Solemn  Embafly  from  Batavia  to  Pekin, 
and  the  other  Refident  above  Thirty  Years  in 
A  4  many 
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many  of  the  Provinces  of  China ,  where  he 
made  it  his  bufinefs  to  correct  the  Errors,  and 
fupply  the  Defects  of  all  the  Writers  before  him ; 
but  he  did  not  live  to  publifh  his  own  Work, 
which  afterwards  came  forth  by  Order  of  Car¬ 
dinal  d’Eflrees. 

As  for  our  Countryman  Ogilby,  he  only  copy  cl 
and  compil’d,  without  any  difcretion,  from  Pur¬ 
chase  Kircher ,  and  Nieuhof ;  but  of  all  the  Copifts, 
the  Commentator  upon  Magaillans  has  (hewn  the 
bed  Judgment,  fo  that  indeed  he  might  pafs  for 
an  Original  Mafter-piece,  having  fill’d  up  the 
Pou  humous  Fragments  of  that  excellent  Father 
with  fidelity,  and  accuratenefs. 

In  the  Year  1674.  Andraas  Mullerus  Publilli- 
ed  his  Hebdom.  Obfervat.  de  Rebus  Sink  is.  Colon. 
In  it  there  is  1.  an  Epitomy  of  the  Hiftory  of 
China ,  both  of  the  mod  Ancient  and  Modern; 
2.  A  Conjecture ,  that  the  Knowledge  of  God 
has  been  time  out  of  Mind  in  China ;  *3,  A  Lift 
of  the  Kings,  as  I  guefs,  out  of  Mendoza  and 
.Martini ;  4.  A  Reprefentation 
B Ses ,  ~!lc:'”L'ri  of  the  famous  Chine/e  Herb , 
Eg.  7.  ajfo  his  M-  called  Genjeng ,  lo  precious, that 
magtft.  Boian.  Pag.  they  pay  thrice  thev  Weight  of 
Tide  of Sx  the  Silver  for  it;  7.  A  Memorable 
Conjunction  of  the  Planets, 
fuppofed  to  be  at  the  time  of  Noah’s  Flood ; 

6.  A  Specimen  of  a  Geographical  Commenta? 
ry  upon  Paulas  Fenetus  his  Oriental  Hiftory : 

7.  Of  the  Weekly  diftribution  of  Days,  ana 

their 
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their  Denomination  taken  from  the  Planets,  ba- 
ing  us’d  amongft  the  Chinefe  themfelves. 

In  1678.  Mr.  Well  of  Butleigh  writ  a  Dif- 
courfe  to  prove  the  Chinefe  Language  to  be  the 
moil  Ancient,  and  that  Primitive  one  fpoken  be¬ 
fore  the  Confufion  of  Babel ;  in  W'hich  Trad:  he 
occasionally  touches  upon  many  Cuftoms  of 
China, 

Dr..  Hook ,  in  1686'.  was  pleas’d  to  give  his 
Sentiments  upon  the  Chara- 
der  and  Language  of  China ,  ^ 

to  which  we  refer  the  Reader. 

There  are  great  numbers  of  other  Writers 
upon  China  among  the  Religious  Mijftonaries , 
but  they  have  rarely  followed  the  Rule  of 
Truth  in  their  Relations  of  the  State  of  Religion 
in  that  Kingdom  (To  difficult  is  it  for  Men  to  be 
honeft  in  their  own  Trades  and  Callings)  often 
forging  falfe  Miracles,  multiplying  Converfions, 
and  compofing  fuch  Legends ,  as  they  thought 
moll  agreeable,  without  ever  promulging  the 
true  Golpel,  or  propagating  the  Catholick  Laith  ; 
which  hath  been  very  ingenioufly  own’d  by  a 
famous  Biihop  of  Malaga ,  by  Monfieur  Arnaud , 
and  many  other  worthy  Clergy-men  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  who  confels  that  fome  Orders 
of  their  Communion  have  prepar’d  and  preach’d 
feveral  Syllems  of  Chriftianity  according  to  the 
Climates  they  travell’d ;  fo  in  China  the  fubtle 
Jefuites  have  adapted  their  Model  to  the  Philo¬ 
sophy  of  Confucius ,  feldom  or  never  Teaching 
the  Crucifixon  and  Godhead  of  Chrift,  and  fre¬ 
quently 

1 
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quently  allowing  the  Worlhip  of  Pagods.  Some  I 
of  thofe  Politick  Apoftles  tramck  wholly  in  Chi - 1 
nefe  Merchandize,  others  turn  Mandarins ,  and| 
become  Minifters  of  *  State,  I 
whereby  they  get  Riches,  In- 1 
tereft  and  Power,  not  only)! 
to  drive  away  the  reft  of  the  | 
Religious  Orders ,  but  all  Chri*  | 
ftian  Strangers  whatlbever,  | 
that  are  not  in  the  Secrets  off 


*  See  the  Theatre 
Jefuitico,  printed  at 
Ctmim'ore  in  Fol.  Al- 
fo  the  Morale  Pra¬ 
tique  des  Peres  Jefu- 
ites  in  8  Vol.  8C  par¬ 
ticularly  the  fecond 
and  third  Parts. 
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’Tis  computed  that  fince  the  Year  1580,  a-i* 
bout  630  Jefuits,  and  200  Priefls  of  other  Or- 1 
ders,  have  been  fent  out  of  feveral  Parts  of  | 
Chriftendom  to  China ;  half  of  which  never  lan-  ^ 
ded  in  that  Kingdom,  and  but  very  few  of  them  i 
ever  return’d,  being  taken  off  either  by  Difeafes, 
or  intercepted  by  the  butch  in  the  Straits  of 
Sundj,  and  Malaca ,  or  elfe  executed  by  the  Ci¬ 
vil  Powers  for  difturbing  the  Publick  Peace- 
however,  I  cannot  but  admire  the  indefatigable 
Induftry  and  Policy  of  the  Church  of  Rome  in 
the  Schemes  and  Projects,  flie  lays,  for  reducing 
the  w'hole  World  under  her  Dominion;  which 
may  be  a  Leflon  to  the  reft  of  Chriftendom  to 
be  more  unanimous  and  crafty,  if  they  intend  to 
Hand  their  ground  againft  fuch  a  Church  Mili¬ 
tant^  as  commands  all  the  Catholick  Legions, 
and  obferves  a  Difcipline  fit  for  Conqueft. 

But  tis  high  time  to  come  nearer  the  Letters 
here  publiflf  d,  the  Author  whereof  was  well 
prepar’d,  and  very  willing  to  make  ObfervaD 
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ons-,  Natural,  Mechanical,  Aftronomical,  and 
Civil,  notwithftanding  the  Duty  of  his  Religi¬ 
ous  Employment :  He  is  pleas’d  to  begin  his  Jour¬ 
ney  where  Father  Tachart ,  and  Monjieur  Loubere 
( whofe  Voyages  from  Brefl  to  Siam  have  been 
already  Tranllated  into  Englilh)  left  off  theirs, 
and  fo  carries  on  the  Itinerary  to  Pekin  by  way 
of  Letters,  rather  than  Diary. 

’Tis  well  known  the  French  Court  hath  been 
very  curious  of  late  (fas  ejl  &  ab  Hofie  doceri) 
to  improve  Aftronomy,  Geography,  Natural  Hi-, 
ftory,  Commerce,  and  indeed  all  fuch  Arts  and 
Sciences,  (to  the  fliame  of  fome  of  their  Neigh¬ 
bours)  as  prove  more  ferviceable  to  Elumane 
Life,  and  Empire,  than  all  the  Scholaftick  Cob¬ 
webs,  Logical  Quibbles,  Metaphyfical  Phan- 
tomes,or  Poetick  Chimes.  Fox  &  prtctered  Nihil. 

Upon  the  firft  Foundation  of  this  mighty 
French  Monarchy,  ’twas  thought  neceflary  to 
fet  up,  and  encourage  divers  forts  of  Domeftick 
Manufactures,  and  to  difcourage  all  Foreign ; 
to  open  Publick  Schools  for  Navigation,  Forti¬ 
fication  and  the  other  Parts  of  Mathematicks,  to 
found  and  endow  feveral  Academies;  and  of  late 
to  eftablifh  Millions  for  the  remote  Quarters  of 
the  World : .  out  of  all  thefe,  many  able  Perfons 
have  been  difpatch’d  away  under  Royal  Penfions 
to  the  moil  diftant  Places  of  the  World,  there 
obferve  the  Heavens,  Air,  Water,  and  Earth; 

I  comparing  their  feveral  Remarks  in  the  Acade- 
wy,  and  Obfervatpry  at  Paris ;  of  which  we 
have 
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have  already  many  admirable  Collections  extant  t 
in  all  *  Volumes  (Tome  off 
great  ufe  to  adjuft  the  Longi-. 
tude)  from  the  Cape  of  Good  ^ 
Hope,  the  Coafts  of  Malabar, ' 
Cormandel,  Siam ,  Borneo ,  Ma-'i 
lac  a, .  Pegu ,  Manille ,  Macao, l 
Canton,  Nimpo,  Nankin,  Can-} 
cheu,  Feuken,  and  Pekin ;  Be-; 
Tides  from  the  Ifles  of  Cayenne,- 
Panama,  and  more  are  expe-i 


4  Obfervations  Phy • 
fmues  &  Mathema- 
tiqaes  tnvoyees  de  Si¬ 
am.  Avtc  la  Refle¬ 
xions  de  MeJJieurs  de 
l’  Academic,  £■>-  Notes 
du  Pere  Goiiye.  Paris 
1688.  in  8e. 

Obfervations  pear  fer- 
mir  a  I’HiJloire  Natu¬ 
re  lie,  &  a  la  perfecti¬ 
on  de  r  Afirommie,  dr 

de  la  Geographic  En-  .  , 

wyfa  des  indes  &  de  fted .  from  California,  and  the  j 

la  Chine.  Awe  les  o  fL  c  ' 

Refections,  &c.  Paris  OOUtn  OeaS.  | 

169 1.  in  4".  i 

Recueil  if  Obfervations  ftites  en  plufums  Voyages  fat  Ordrs  de  fat 
ilajcfle,  &C.  1653.  in  Pol  J 


The  Perfons  generally  fent  are  skilful  in  the 
Mathematicks,  in  the  Art  of  Defigning,  in  Na¬ 
tural  Philofophy,  and  are  always  well  provided 
at  the  Kings  Charge  with  Materials  fit  for  fuch 
fort  of  Obfervations ; ,  as  Compares,  Needles, 
Loadftones,  Dials,  Telefcopes,  Microfcopes,  Le¬ 
vels,  Sextants,  Quadrants,  Pendulums,  Baro¬ 
meters,  Thermofcopes,  Hygrometers,  Burning 
Glafles,  Pencils,  Anatomical  Inilruments,  Tools 
for  Drawings  Surveying,  Collecting,  Prefer- 
ving,  &c. 

The  Prieahood  it  felf  hath  not  thought  it  be¬ 
low  the  Dignity  of  their  Sacred  Function  to  ac¬ 
cept1-  fometimes  of  thele  Employments ;  and 
therefore  *tis  that  we  have  qf  late  fo  many  excel 
lent  Pieces  in  this  kind  from  Men  of  Holy  Or 
.  ders 
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Is  tiers,  who  have  apply ’d  themfelves  to  fueh  fort  of 
Studies,  as  will  render  them  renown’d  in  the 
.Regifters  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  as  well  as  in  thofe 
of  Martyrs  and  ConfefTors. 

Father  Thomas  has  been  pleas’d  to  promife  his 
own  Obfervations,  and  other  Memoirs  upon  the 
undelcribed  Countries  of  Corea,  and  that  part  of 
Tartary  lying  between  the  Cbinefe  Wall,  and 
Mufcovy ;  through  which  Caravans  are  faid  to  pals 
yearly  between  Mufco  and  Pekin,  in  the  fpace  of 
four  Months ;  for  the  Longitude  of  the  Cities  in 
China  are  found  by  many  Altronomical  Obferva¬ 
tions,  made  there,  and  compar’d  with  thofe  at 
the  Parifian  Obfervatory,  not  to  be  fo  far  Eaft- 
ward  by  many  Degrees,  as  commonly  placed 'in 
our  Globes  and  Charts. 

Father  Ferlieft ,  Father  Grimaldi,  Father 
Couplet ,  Pereira,  Richaud ,  Fontanay ,  Father 
Beze,  Noel ,  Rouchet ,  Gerbillon ,  and  fome  other 
Fathers  Mijfonaries,  have  Treafures  of  Obferva¬ 
tions  and  Draughts  made  by  themfelves  and 
their  Fellow  Travellers  in  the  Oriental  Regions ; 
The  Priefts  employ’d  of  late  Years  in  the  Milli¬ 
ons,  being  of  a  higher  Rate  in  Knowledge  than 
formerly. 

Father  Gerlillon ,  and  Father  Pereira  were  both 
employ’d  by  the  prelent  Emperor  of  China ,  in 
the  Year  1688.  to  treat  of  Peace  with  the  Am- 
balladors  of  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  at  Siringa, 
diftant  about  1200  Miles  from  Pekin  to  the 
North-Weft  of  it.  They  fuller’d  very  much  in 
the  Deferts  of  Xamo,  and  could  not  pafs  through 
Tartary 
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Tartary  by  Reafon  of  the  Wars  between  Two! 
great  Kans^  Eruth  and  Halla.  | 

*  The  Year  following  they! 
*  See  the  Letter  of  accompanied  the  Chine] e  Am-! 
ferlliSnT  taflidors  to  Nipde,,  diftanti 
objerv.  phyf  &  w«-  about  900  Miles  to  the  Nortlf 
remat'  p,r  7»V  °f  Pekin.  Both  thefe  Two! 

Compare  alfo  M.  Wit-  c  n.  .  ,  >T.  1 

fen's  Map  of  Tmar  j.  Cities  of  Siringa,  and  Nlpchetl 
belong  to  the  Mufcovites ,  who; 
were  in  War  with  the  Chinefe ,  about  the  Cityi 
qf  j facca.  I 


The  Performances  of  Monfieur  Richer ,  M. 
Varin ,  Des  Hayes ,  and  De  G/w,  in  the  African 
and  American  Plantations,  deferve  our  Notice ; 
where' Monfieur  Surian  (Phyfician  at  Marfeilles) 
and  Friar  flumiere  have  defign’d  and  defcrib’d 
very  elegantly ’the  Vegetables  and  Animals; 
Neither  is  that  noble  Prefent  to  be  pafs’d  by 
which  our  Author  made  the  Royal  Academy, 
of  the  Pictures  of  Chinefe  Plants  from  the  Life, 
together  with  a  large  new  Map ;  which  I  fup- 
pole  to  belong  to  Dr.  Claudius ,  mention’d  by 
Father  Tachart  in  his  fir  ft  Voyage  to  Siam. 

Befides  all  thefe,  we  may  exped  feveral  curi¬ 
ous  and  ufeful  Remarks  from  the  South  Seas,  of 
Father  Moralez ,  Father  Van-Hamme ,  Father 
Ruggi,  and  others ;  who  are  now  fettled  upon 
the  Ladrones ,  and  the  Hies  of  Solomon ,  with  a 
Stock  of  neceflary  Inftruments  and  other  Ma¬ 
terials,  requifite  in  the  making  of  Obfervati- 
ons.  An  Account  of  Borneo  is  alfo  promis’d  by 
a  Portuguefe  Mijfton. 


|  T be  htrocln&ion. 

I  No  lefs  commendable  is  the  late  Undertaking 
\  in  France  for  the  drawing  a  moll  exadt  Chart 
|  of  that  Kingdom  from  the  Aftronomical  Ob- 
lervations  of  Signior  Caffini,  Monjieur  de  la  Hire, 
Picard ,  and  others,  made  in  the  Ports  and  in¬ 
land  Parts ;  whereby  it  appears  that  the  Limits 
of  that  Country  have  been  extended  much  too 
far  towards  the  Weft,  South,  and  North. 

By  thefe  Ways  and  Means  Lems  the  XIV. 
will  deferve  to  be  honour’d,  and  even  Confe- 
crated  in  future  Ages;  fuch  Colours  will  give 
him  Life  and  Beauty  to  all  Pofterity,  and  per¬ 
haps  may  lhade  the  Deformities ,  which  the  Poet 
paints  in  Clotars  Court.  We  in  England  ought 
not  to  defpair,  •  but  that  Heroick  Arthur ,  who 
juftly  vies  with  the  Grand  Monarch  in  the  Fame 
of  War,  will  alfo  contend  with  him  for  the 
Glory  and  Empire  of  Learning ,  and  difpute 
every  Art  and  Science ,  as  the  Ground  in  Flan¬ 
ders  ;  ^hich  peradventure  will  equal,  if  not 
furpafs,  the  Praife  of  Arms.  Then  let  the 
Britijh  Flomer  fing  his  Apotheofis  with  the  fame 
Charms,  as  in  the  Prince,  and  King. 

I  am  fure  there  is  a  vaft  Wit  and  Genius  in 
our  Miniffr)\  capable  of  the  greateft  Enterprize, 

Nil  defperandum-. - and  tho’  at  prefent  a . 

fatal  Stop  is  put  to  the  Growth  and  Propagati¬ 
on  not  only  of  Letters ,  but  Mamifaftures  a- 
mongft  us,  and  the  Treafure  of  Chriftendom 
Hows  daily  to  the  Banians  and  Gente'es ;  yet  a 
jire'h  Circulation  and  a  new  Life  is  in  Nature, 
if 
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if  we  have  but  Spirit  and  Vertue  to  move  in  the 
right  Channel.  * 

But  ’tis  time  to  clofe  up  this  tedious  Preface, 
which  I  thought  neceflary  to  fpin  out  in  the 
fame  Method  that  I  formerly  obferv’d  iq^mj 
Introduction  to  the  Voyages  of  Sir  John  Nark- 
borough ,  Captain  Wood,  Tafman ,  and  Marten ; 
Not  out  of  any  Vanity  or  Inclination  for  Seri- 
bling  or  of  being  ftyl’d  an  Author ;  nor  out 
of  Expedition  of  Applaufe  or  Reward  (my 
Station  in  the  World  being  below  Envy,  and 
juft  above  Contempt;  but  purely  out  of  goot 
Will  and  Complaifance  to  the  Bookfellers  (to 
whom  I  wilh  a  profperous  Sale;  and  that  I 
might  own  my  felf  to  be  one  of  your  Admi 
rers, 


> 

And  Gentlemen , 


Tour  nw(l  hmille  Servant! 


THq 
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JKnow  not  of  the  two  which  to  Maine  mofi,  him  that 
pablifhes  hafty  indigefled  Relations  of  his  Travels,  or 
the  Reader  that  runs  ’em  over  Jlightly  and  htedlejly. 
The  Bufivefs  of  Writing  Voyages  is  not  altogether  fo 
'light  a  Task  ns  mofi  are  apt  to  fancy,  it  requires  not  only 
Wit  and  Judgment  to  manage  it  fuccefsfully,  but  lihwife 
Sincerity ,  Exathefs,  and  afimple  infinuating  Style ;  and 
■Learning  befidesffior  as  a  Painter, to  beaMafter  in  his  Art, 
ought  to  know  the  Propriety  and  Force  of  all  forts  of  Colours, 
fo  whoever  undertakes  a  Defcription  of  the  People,  Arts  and 
Sciences,  and  Religions  of  the  New  World,  mufi  have  a 
large  flock  of  Knowledge,  and  in  a  manner,  an  Univerfal 
Genius.  That’ s  not  all  neither,  he  mufi  have  been  an  Eye- 
Witnefs  of  mofi  of  the  AB'ions  and  Things  he  reports,  hi 
mufi  be  skill’d  in  the  Ctftoms  and  Language  of  tie  Inha¬ 
bitants,  he  mufi  have  correfpcnded  with  thofe  of  the  befi 
Fafiikn  among  them,  and  been  frequently  in  Converfatm 
with  their  principal  Officers:  In  a  Word,  to  enable  him  to 
fpeak  with  certainty  and  affiurance  of  the  Riches,  Beauty  and 
btmigth  of  an  Empire,  he  mufi  have  taken  an  a  Anal  Survey 
op  the  Multitude  of  its  SubjeBs,  the  Number  and  Situati¬ 
on  of  toe  Cities,  the  Extent  of  its  Provinces,  and  all  the 
remarkable  Rarities  in  the  Country.  .  I  confefs  indeed  this  is 
fimethmg  more  laborious  and  expenfive  than  to  frequent  the 
Company  of  the  V  irtuofi  at  Home,  or  fupinely  tumble  over 
the  Hiftory  of  the  World  by  the  Fire  fide,  and  yet  after  fo 
much  Fatigue,  Travellers  of  all  Men  are  the  leafi  efieemed 
upon  the  j core  of  their  Writings. 

There  /  a  Set  of  idle  People  that  amufe  themfelves  with 
what  pafies  daily  before  their  Eyes,  and  are  little  ajfecled 
with  News  from  remote  Parts  of  the  Globe.  ’Tts  grown 
a  Maxim  with  others  to  reject  all  Foreign  Stories  for  Fa¬ 
bles  j  thefe  value ■  themfelves  upon  their  Incredulity ,  and 
au  juch  flritt  Friends  to  Truthy  that  they  never  acknow - 
ledge  any.  Another  fort  again,  throw  away  a  Book  of 

B  '  tbit 
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this  kind  for  a  Miracle,  or  fame  extraordinary  Accident  ,\ 
my  thing  out  of  the  way  (beyond  their  common  Prejudices) 
that  they  find  in  it,  as  tho’  Nature  having  exhaufied  d  J 
her  Treafures  upon  our  Portion  of  Earth,  could  produce  no- 1. 
thing  uncommon  elfewhere,  or  as  tho ’  God's  Power  were  (| 
mm  limitted  in  the  new  Eafiern  Churches  than  among  us. 

And  fome  there  are  that  run  direBly  counter  to  thefe, 
who  enquire  after  nothing  but  Wonders,  fatisfed  only  with 
what  raifes  their  Admiration $  they  think  all  that’s  Natu¬ 
ral  fiat  and  infipid,  and  if  they  are  not  rouz’d  up  with 
afionijlnng  Adventures,  and  continual  Prodigies,  drop  a- 
jleep  over  the  beft-pennd  Relation  ;  now  to  humour  fitch 
Creatures,  one  had  need  to  cafi  the  World  into  a  new  Fi¬ 
gure,  and  give  Mankind  other  Shapes.  ’Tis  certain,  fo 
many  different  Tafies  are  not  all  to  be  pleas’d ;  hence  Tra¬ 
vellers  when  they  come  home  are  as  hard  put  to  it  to  gain  a 
patient  Hearing  from  their  own  Country-men,  as  they  wen 
at  firfi  going  abroad  to  make  themfelves  be  underfiood  by 
Strangers.  But  indeed  they  are  not  always  worth  hearing , 
the  Emptinefs  or  Irregularity  of  their  Relations,  or  elfe  the 
Fein  of  Paffion  and  Prejudice  running  through  the  whole, 
that  turns  a  Hifiory  into  Slander  ;  but  above  all,  the  Bold- 
nefs  wherewith  they  Jham  the  moft  ridiculous  T&s  upon  us 
for  credible  Truths,  jufily  difiafie  Men  of  Sen$and  ren¬ 
der  fiufpeBed  the  more  prudent  and  fincere  Authors.  Tho’ 
ordinarily  it  falls  out, that  thofe  Travellers  who  impofe  upon 
other  People,  were  firfi  deceived  themfelves  j  how  many 
.  are  there,  who  do  but  jufi  touch  at  aftrange  Country ,  and 
imagine  to  be  immediately  informed  of  all  that  belongs  to 
it ;  they  fiep  ajhore,  and  fcoure  about  like  famijh’d  Men, 
greedily  catching  at  all  that  comes  in  their  way, and  fo  cram 
their  Journals  with  idle  popular  Chat :  Upon  thisOccafion  o 
Spaniard  faul  pleafantly  of  a  certain  Author,  that  infled 
of  intituling  his  Book,  A  Relation  of  all  the  confide' 
rable  Rarities  in  the  New  World,  he Jlrnld  rather  ham 
called  it,  An  Account  of  what  the  Rabble  of  both  In¬ 
dies,  the  Moors,  Cafres,  and  Slaves  faithfully  reported 
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to  me,  in  thofe  Conferences  which  I  duly  held  with 
them.  Others ,  perhaps,  are  more  referved,  and  the n  ’ tis 
] Ten  to  One  thep  are  naturally  bent  to  magnife  every  thing  j 
and  redly  when  a  Man  has  rambled  five  or  fix  thou - 
fiend  Leagues,  out  of  pure  Curiofity,  ’ twouldfret  him  after 
all  to  meet  with  nothing  but  what  he  has  fieen  fifty  times 
over  in  Europe,  then  without  a  fipecial  Caution  erne  is 
apt  to  fiet  too  mighty  a  CharaBer  and  Efieem  upon  the 
Climate,  the  Cufioms  and  the  Wit  of  the  People,  and  what 
at  the  Bottom  is  mofi  barbarous  becomes  mofi  ravifiing : 
Now  in  writing  to  others  what  we  admire  before-hand  our 
fielves ,  the  Idea’s  are  heightned  in  the  Deficription,and  in  the 
end  grow  monfrous,  and  all  this  to  tickle  the  Riader  for- 
fiooth ,  or  our  own  Vanity ,  with  being  Firfi  in  a  Relation. 
I  have  known  fiome  very  fcrupulous  this  way  in  appearance , 
but  in  effeB  no  lefis  wide  of  the  Mark  than  their  Neighbours , 
who  ftedfiafily  believe  themfielves  honeft  in  their  Ajjertions, 
but  mofi  unluckily  make  an  ill  Choice  of  Terms  and  Modes 
of  Expreffm:  To  fipeak  intelligibly,  we  read  every  Day  one 
or  other  that  tells  m  of  certain  Kingdoms  in  the  Iuaies, 
much  after  the  rate  that  we  talk  of  thofe  in  Europe ;  The 
Metropolitan  Cities, the  Counties, the  Government  of  Frontier 
P  laces, tfie  Palace,  the  Minifiers  of  State, the  Generals  of  Ar¬ 
mies, and  a  Hundred  other  Terms  of  that  fiamp,prefently  we 
think  our  fielves  at  another  Paris,  Verfailles,cr  inour  formi¬ 
dable  Armies ;  and  when  allcomes  to  all, this  fame  Louvre 
of  a  Palace  is  neither  better  nor  worfe  than  a  ramblm,  ill- 
contrivd,  wooden  Building ;  the  Courtiers  a  Crew  of  firry 
Wretches  half  naked ;  the  Vice-Roys,  it  may  be,  have  fifteen 
or  twenty  petty  Villages  under  their  Government, fiatterd  up 
and  doiisn  in  the  Woods, and  fo  of  the  refi.  Undoubtedly  thefe 
Terms  that  reprefent  fuch  grand  Ideas  to  us,are  very  impro¬ 
perly  ufed  to  fignifie  fuch  pitiful  Kingdoms,  that  have  al- 
mofi  nothing  common  with  ours, but  the  Name,’ tis  my  opinion 
'we  ought  to  manage  them  warily  and  skilfully, lefi  we  fhould 
lie  in  telling  the  Truth.  But  when  the  Country  we  treat  of 
has  in  good  earvefi  fimething  noble  and  ftngular  in  it,  we 
B  2  are 
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ar'eftill  after  to  miftcarry,  then  we  are  not  content  barely  to  drfiw 
Efteemfirom  our  Readers,  we  covet  their  Admiration  too ;  in  this 
cafe  a  Mm  muft  ftand  upon  his  guard  againft  his  own  Evidence, 
and  deal  with  it  juft  as  thofe  modeft  Perfons  who  in  their  Judg¬ 
ment  retrench  half  the  merit  their  own  Imagination  fuggefts  to 
'em,  left  they  fhottld  over-value  themfelves.  Upon  the  whole,  we  / 
ought  not  to  be  fo  violently  prepojfeffed  againft  Relations  of  Voya¬ 
ges, as  to  put  good  and  badunder  the  fame  Condemnation-, for  as  on 
one  hand  it  were  indiftcreet  to  take  up  with  all  that  come ■  out  with¬ 
out  Choice,Examination  or  DiftinBion ;  fo  on  the  other  handftis 
asfoolifh  an  AffeBation  to  rejeB  indifferently  the  Accounts  of 
Travellers  whofe  Difintei-eft, Condition,  andCapacity  recommend 
their  Credit.  For  my  part,notwithftanding  I  have  conftantlyche- 
rifh'd  a  fteddy  AffcRionfor  Truth,  I  durft  riot  venture  to  put  to¬ 
gether  an  entire  Story  of  all  that  came  to  my  Knowledge  during 
a  long  abode  in  the  Empire  of  China,  apprehending  left  the  want 
of  other  Qualifications  necefj ary  in  fuel  a  worfjtould  hardly  be ; 
attend  for  by  that  fmgle  Venue ;  neverthelefs,  not  knowing  well 
■  how  to  contain  my  felf  altogether  at  my  return  from  fo  far  a  Coun¬ 
try, and  being  lef  sable  to  forbear  publifloing  the  Progrefs  of  Reli¬ 
gion  in  the  Eaft.l  confefs  I  have  been  extreamly  delighted  in  com - 
municatingmy  fclf  on  that  SubjeB  to  fcveral  Perfons  of  Quality, 
wellaffcBsd  10  our  Holy  Faith,  andbeing  under  an  Obligation  to 
render  an  account  of  my  Voyage  to fome,  or. in  obedience  to  the  cx- 
prefs  Commands  of  others ;  or  laftly  to  make  a  Return  for  the  Ci¬ 
vility  andgoodOffiCes  done  me  by  the  reft, I  wrote  the followingLet- ' 
tors  ( being  an  Abridgment  of  thofe  particular  Conventions  they 
have  honour'd  me  wiih)wbich  comprehend  in  great  part  the  prefe'nt 
ft  ate  of  China,  I  conceiv’d  in  publiftting  this  Collection, not  as. 

a  regular  univerftal  Account  of  that  vaft  Empirefttt  as  Memoirs 
and  Heads  for  a  general  Hiftory,tbey  might  not  be  unferviceablci 
to  thofe  who  might  one  ti me  or  other  take  up  fitch  a  Defign ;  mean ' 
time  I  may  well  fear  that  the  fame  things  which  feem’d  tolcrablei 
■  in  Difcourfe, wifi  not  pafs  fo  currantly  upon  a  nearer  view.  Faults 
arc  ever  eafieft  difeovefd  in  writing,  and  that  loofe  Irregularity- 
which  makes  up  the  Plcafure  of  Ccnverfation,will  hardly  be  forgi-. 
ven  here :  But  to  conclude,  a  Man  that  has  endeavour’d  ten  Ye  art 
together  to  forget  his  Mother  Tongue,and  to  load  his  Memory  with 
barbarous  Wards  and  uncouth  Ideas,whatever  he  may  i:ave  loft  at- 
nother  way,  ought  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  writing  ill,  after ( 
wehavecut  the  Line  four  or  five  times,  metbinkj  our  Style  jliould 
not  be  canvaftby  the  Critick.s,and,for  ought  I  kyiow,Pohtenefts  in.d 
Mijfionary  would  be  lefts  edifying  than  Negligence.  4 
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A  Letter  to  my  Lord  Pontchartrain,  Se-  ■ 
cretary  of  State  to  bis  Mojl  Chriflwi 
Mijefty.  .  , 

The  Voyage  from  Siam  to  Peldn; 


My  Lord,  •  - 

S  H  O’  Travellers  at  their  Return  are  very 
fond  of  telling  their  Story,  and  I  am 
pretty  well  allured  that  a  Relation  from  ' 
’ China  can’t  fail  of  being  at  once  both" 
ufeful  and  entertaining :  yet  could  I  never  once  en¬ 
tertain  the  Thoughts  of  writing  a  formal  Account  of ' 
my  Voyage  thither.  That  Subjeft  indeed  is' worn 
fo  thread-bare/ that  People  have  little  Curiofity  a£ 
ter  New  Relations;  and  indeed  the  World  isfuf- 
ficientl)-  “nken  up  With  theBufmefs  of  the  Times: 
The  Wars,  i  Negotiations,  and  Defigns  now  carry¬ 
ing  on  in  Europe,  take  ’em  off  from  enquiring. into 
the  Affairs  of  remote  Countries,  ' 

'  ' . '  Es  ?-W'm 


%  The  Voyage  from  Siam  to  Pekin. 

But  you,  My  Lord,  (whofe  Underftanding  is  as 
extenfive  as  your  Zeal,  and  who  no  lefs  rejoyce  at 
Victories  obtain’d  by  ChrilVs  Doctrine  over  Idolatry, 
than  at  thofe  by  our  Arms)  will,  I  dare  hope,  give 
us  his  Miniflers  a  patient  Hearing.  I  have  already 
had  the  Honour  to  be  heard  by  you  on  this  Subjedfc 
at  fpare  Hours ,  and  I  may  fay ,  that  next  to  thofe 
Divine  Helps  which  fupport  us  in  all  our  Labours, 
nothing  could  more  encourage  our  Induftry,  than 
that  Goodnefs  with  which  you  are  pleafed  to  coun¬ 
tenance  it. 

The  Project  of  fending  Miffionaries  skill’d  in  the 
Mathematicks,  into  the  utmoft  Parts  of  the  World, 
was  thought  fo  glorious  to  his  Majefty’s  Reign,  and 
fo  advantageous  to  Religion,  than  his  Miniflers  have 
ever  ufed  their  bed  Endeavours  to  further  it. 

Monfieur  Colbert  not  only  obtain’d  his  Majefty’s 
Approbation,  but  alfo  his  Orders  for  the  preparing 
neceffary  Inftruments,  for  a  confiderable  Number 
of  Mathematicians,  bound  for  China,  fome  thro’ 
Mufcovy  and  Tartary,  others  thro’  Syria  and  Terjia, 
and  the  reft  on  board  the  Veffels  belonging  to  the 
Eafi-India  Company. 

His  Death  put  fome  flop  to  this  great  Defign,  but 
the  Marquis  de  Lottvoh  no  fooner  lucceeded  him  in 
the  Super-intendency  cf  Arts  and  Sciences,  but  he 
did  by  Order  from  his  Majefty,  command  our  Supe¬ 
riors  to  look  out  Men,  whofe  Zeal  and  Capacity 
render’d  them  able  for  fuch  an  Undertaking ;  and 
for  them  he  procured  all  forts  of  Inftruments,  and 
furnilhed  them  with  Money,  Letters  of  Commenda¬ 
tion,  and  in  ftiort,  all  that  might  contribute  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  Enterprize. 

Monfieur  de  Seignday  judging  that  thefe  new 
Millions  needed  the  fupport  of  the  Admiralty,  defi- 
red  they  might  be  intruded  to  his  Care;  but  tho’ 
Monfieur  de  Lonvois  gave  up  to  him'  the  Manage¬ 
ment 
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rnent  of  them ;  yet  he  did  not  wholly  abandon  them, 
but  largely  and  bountifully  contributed  to  the  Ihort- 
ning  their  Journey  thro3  Toland,  RuJJia,  Siberia,  and 
the  greater  T'artary,  to  the  Eaftern  Ocean. 

Thus,  My  Lord,  has  Providence  led  three  great 
Men  to  forward  fo  Noble  a  Work,  the  perfecting  of 
which  it  has  left  to  you.  The  feveral  Reafons  which 
induced  them  to  it,  will,  no  doubt,  be  as  prevalent 
with  you,  who  are  no  lels  denrous  of  the  Honour  of 
Religion,  the  Glory  of  our  King,  and  the  Advan¬ 
tage  of  his  SubjeCls,  and  no  lefs  careful  in  your  Em¬ 
ployments,  with  refpedt  both  to  Arts  and  Sciences, 
and  Trade  and  Navigation. 

Your  Protection  has  hitherto  been  fo  Benevolent 
to  thofe  zealous  Miffionaries,  that  they  cannot  doubt 
of  a  happy  fuccefs. 

But  befides  this  Acknowledgment,  they  are  bound 
to  give  you  an  exaft  Account  of  their  Actions,  their 
Travels,  and  the  Ufe  they  have  made  of  his  Maje- 
fty’s  Bounty.  Thefe  Memoirs,  My  Lord,  I  offer 
to, you  on  their  BShalf. 

The  King,  about  Ten  Years  lince,  commanded 
fix  of  his  Subjects,  Jefuits,  for  China ,  with  the  Cha¬ 
racter  of  his  Ma jelly’s  Mathematicians,  that  by  teach¬ 
ing  thefe  Sciences,  they  might  take  opportunity  to 
promote  the  Gofpel.  I  was  one  of  them,  and  fet  fail 
with  the  reft  in  the  beginning  of  the  Year  168  j.  in 
the  fame  Ship,  on  Board  which  was  Monfieur  Chan- 
mom-,  fentby  his  I^ajeftyon  an  Extraordinary  Etn- 
baffy  to  the  Court  of  Siam. 

Our  Voyage  thither  was  very  fortunate,  but  the 
Sealbn  forbad  our  going'  farther,  and  we  were  detain¬ 
ed  cheremear  a  Twelve-month,  till  the  time  of  Year 
proper  for  our  Defign. 

The  King  of  Siam,  a  Pretender  to  Affrology,  de¬ 
filed  to  be  a  fharer  in  our  Aftronomical  Obfervati- 
or.s.  He  admired  above  all  our  exadtnefsin  foretel- 
B  4  ling 
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ling  an  Eclipfe  of  the  Moon,  which  made  him  enter¬ 
tain  Thoughts  of  keeping  us  at  his  Court.  But  ha¬ 
ving  informed  him  what  our  Orders  were,  he  con- 
fented  that  four  of  us  ihould  depart  for  China,  provi¬ 
ded  Father  Tachanl  fhould  return  to  Frame,  to  requeft 
the  King  for  more  Mathematicians,  and  that  I  the 
whilft  ihould  remain  with  him. 

Accordingly  he  went  for  Europe,  and  I  continu’d 
at  Siam,  while  the  Fathers  Fontancy ,  Gerbillon,  de  Vi  f- 
elelon,  and  Bouvet,  took  Ship  for  Macao,  a  fmall  Ci¬ 
ty,  fituate  on  the  Point  of  an  Bland  on  the 
Coafls  of  China,  where  the  Tmugmze  have  a  For- 
tiefs. 

Father  Tachanl  arriv’d  fafe  at  Paris,  with  the  Sia- 
mte  Ambaffadors :  But  thofe  who  fail’d  for  China, 
were  in  a  few  days  after  their  departure,  furpriz'd  by 
a  Temped,  which  put  a  flop  to  their  Voyage  ;  they 
were  in  a  flout  Veflel  of  Monfieur  Constance’^,  but  it 
fuffer’d  fo  much  in  the  Storm,  that  in  a  little  time 
it  began  to  be  leaky. 

The  Shipwreck  being  inevitable,  it  was  thought 
better  to  If  rand  on  the  Shoarwith  fome  hopes  of  life, 
than  by  loofingup  againft  the  Wind  to  keep  the  Sea, 
and  founder  in  a  defperate  Condition.  So  before 
Night  they  reach’d  an  unknown  Land.  The  Ship 
often  run  upon  Shoals,  but  did  not  fplit,  and  with 
muchado  they  got  to  the  Leeward  of  an  Iiland  near 
Cajjomet,  a  Province  of  the  Kingdom  of  Siam,  bor¬ 
dering  upon  that  of  Carnbuja. 

The  Captain  then  defpair’d  of  proceeding  in  his 
’Voyage,  being  fallen  under  a  Wind,  which  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Seafon  was  like  to  keep  the  fame  Corner 
forfeveral  Months,  and  hindred  him  from  doub¬ 
ling  the  Cape  of  Camboja,  efpecially  fince  the  Ship 
was  very  much  difabl’d. 
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The  Miffionaries  more  concern’d  at  this  Lofs  of 
time,  than  at  the  danger  they  had  efcap’d,  refolv’d 
upon  returning  to  Siam  by  Land,  defigning  there  to 
go  on  board  an  English  Veffel  bound  for  Canton, which 
was  to  fail  about  the  beginning  of  Attguft.  They  en¬ 
ter’d  the  Woods,  in  hopes  to  meet  with  a  Town,  and 
fome  Guides  that  might  conduct  ’em ;  but  they  foon 
loft  their  way,  and  encounter’d  no  lefts  Perils  at  Land 
than  they  had  before  met  with  at  Sea.  The  great  Rains 
had  caus’d  a  Land-flood,  fto  that  walking  bare-foot 
thro’  the  Fields  which  were  overflow’d, an  innumera¬ 
ble  quantity  of  Leeches  and  Musketoes,fto  troublefom 
to  Strangers,  were  their  continual  Torment.  On  the 
other  hand, great  number  of  Serpents,  Tigers,  Buffles 
and  Elephants,  of  which  the  Forefts  are  full,  kept 
them  in  continual  Apprehenfion. 

But  their  greateft  Mifery  was  want  of  Food  ;  for 
the  little  Victuals  they  had  brought  out  with  them  be¬ 
ing  foon  fpent,  they  had  been  ftarv’d,had  not  Provi¬ 
dence  directed  ’em  to  a  ftnall  Village.  Not  that  the 
Inhabitants  cou’d  afford  them  much  help,  being 
thenfclves  unprovided  of  all  things ;  but  they  con¬ 
ducted  them  back  again  to  their  Ship,  where  they 
arriv’d  after  a  Fortnight’s  Wandring,  half  dead  with 
Wearinefs  and  Hunger. 

As  for  me,I  was  almoft  in  as  ill  a  Cafe :  I  had  got 
MonfiturConftance  to  place  me  in  a  Convent  of  Tala- 
po/»j,(fo  are  their  Priefts  call’d)  of  whom  not  one  had 
yet  been  prevail’d  with  to  acknowledge  Chrift,  tho’ 
their  Converfion  might  bean  effectual  Means  to  bring 
about  that  of  the  whole  Nation.  I  knew  nothing 
more  likely  to  do  it,  than  free  Converfation  with 
them,  and  conforming  my  felf  to  their  Dreffes,  and 
to  that  aufterity  of  Life  which  they  exercife.  This 
Method  pro  v’d  effectual  at  Madura',  which  made  me 
conclude,  that  I  had  reafon  to  hope  for  the  like  Suc- 
:efs  nr  S But  the  Confpiracy  of  the  Malais  and 
Macaf- 
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MacaJJars ,  which  happened  at  that  time,  gave  Mon- 
fieur  Cor.fiance  fo  much  trouble,  that  he  had  not  the 
leifure  to  think  of  me.  The  King,  who  counte-tan- 
ced  the  Chriftian  Faith,  and  his  Minifter  who  was 
its  chief  fupport,  with  all  thofe  who  profelfed  it, 
were  in  danger  of  being  murthered  in  one  Night, had 
not  our  Redeemer  faved  us  from  that  Peril  j  but  the 
Plot  was  difeover’d,  and  the  Criminals  brought  to 
a  condign  Punilhment. 

This  Accident  was  the  Caufe  that  the  Fathers 
came  back  by  Sea  to  Siam ,  before  I  was  very  far  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  new  Life  I  defignd  to  lead ;  and  at 
their  earneft  follicitation  I  yielded  to  embark  with 
them,  when  the  Seafon  ihould  permit,  which  I  did 
the  more  willingly,  becaufe  it  was  about  the  time 
that  Father  taebard  was  to  return  with  a  Recruit  of 
Miffionaries  and  Mathematicians. 

On  the  17  th  of  June ,  in  the  Year  1687.  we  failed 
for  Nimp,  a  confiderable  City  and  Haven  in  Chtki- 
am,  a  Province  of  China]  for  we  thought  it  not  fit 
to  go  to  Macao,  as  was  defigned  the  Year  before  ha¬ 
ving  been  informed,  that  we  ihould  be  no  wercome 
Guefts  to  the  Portuguese. 

I  fcarce  believe,  My  Lord,  that  you  are  over  curi¬ 
ous  of  knowing  how  we  Peered  our  Courfe.  Thofe 
Journals  wholly  made  up  of  Eafi,  Wefi,  North,  and 
South,  and  a  thoufand  barbarous  Words,  which  feem 
only  proper  for  huffing  and  he&oring  the  Winds, 
can  fcarce  be  reliihed  by  fo  nice  a  Palate  as  yours  j 
which  yet  are  very  ufeful  to  Seamen,  and  thofe  who 
make  Navigation  their  Study,  would  not  find  fucha 
Style  unpleafmt.  But  I  fhall  take  another  opportu¬ 
nity  of  giving  you  an  Account  of  it,  in  offering 
you  fome  Geographical  Memoirs.  Permit  me  then 
to  wave  this  for  the  prefent,  and  to  fpeak  only  of 
what  concerned  our  felves. 
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Altho’  th(|  King  of  Siam  gave  exprefs  Orders  for 
our  good  Tfeatment,  God  was  pleas’d  in  his  Wif- 
dom  to  give  us  an  occafion  of  exercifing  our  Pati¬ 
ence.  We  were  on  Board  a  fmall  Chineze  Veffel, 
called  a  Somme  by  the  Portuguese,  without  any  (hel- 
ter  againft  the  Weather,  and  fo  ftreightened  for  want 
of  room,  that  we  could  not  lie  at  length  :  Placed 
near  an  Idol,  black  with  the  fmoak  of  a  Lamp  conti¬ 
nually  burning  in  its  Honour,  and  (which  was  our 
great  Eye-fore)  worshipped  each  day  with  a  Diabo¬ 
lical  Superftition.  The  Sun  was  directly  over  our 
Heads,  and  we  had  fcarce  any  Water  to  quench  our 
immoderate  Third,  which  the  exceffive  Heat  of  the 
Climate  brought  upon  us.  Three  Meals  of  Rice 
were  our  daily  Allowance,tho’ the  Captain,I  confefs, 
often  invited  us  to  eat  fome  Meat  with  him  •  but  that 
being  always  firft  offer’d  as  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Idol, 
we  looked  on  it  with  more  Horror  than  Appetite. 
In  this  manner  we  (pent  above  a  Month,  endeavour¬ 
ing,  by  our  Patience  and  our  Prayers,  to  infpire  chofe 
Idolatrous  People  with  an  efteem  for  our  Holy  Reli¬ 
gion,  our  little  skill  in  their  Language  not  permitting 
us  to  doit  by  declaring  its  moll  (acred  Truths. 

’Tis  true,  we  fome  times,  with  the  help  of  an  Inter¬ 
preter,  attempted  to  convoke  them  of  the  Abfurdi- 
ty  of  that  Worlhip  their  Eaocation  had  unfortunate¬ 
ly  engaged  them  in.  One  day  efpecially  they  flock¬ 
ed  about  us;  the  difpute grew  foinething  lharp;  and 
at  length  became  fo  hot,  that  we  were  forc’d  to  give 
it  over.  All  Seamen  are  generally  very  obllinate ; 
and  ours  took  great  Offence  at  what  we  had  faid  of 
their  Idol,  and  a  (liort  while  after  came  towards  us, 
with  threatning  Looks,  arm'd  with  Lances  and  Half- 
Pikes. 

We  impatiently  expected  the  event,  but  found  at 
laft  we  had  no  caufe  to  fear.  The  Mariners  had  arm¬ 
ed  thanfelves  only  to  prepare  for  a  Proceffion,  in 
1  Honour 
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Honour  of  their  Idol ;  perhaps  to  ap^eafe  the  An-  <? 
ger  flie  might  have  conceiv’d  at  tire  rude  Treatment 
which  die  met  with  from  us  in  the  late  Difpute.  I 
fcarce  believe  there  is  a  Nation  more  Superfluous 
than  the  Chinefe,  who  worfhip  the  very  Compafs  they 
fleer  by,  continually  cenfing  it  with  Perfumes,  and 
often  offering  it  Meat  as  a  Sacrifice.  Twice  a  day 
regularly  they  threw  little  pieces  of  gilt  Paper,  in 
likenefs  of  Money,  into  the  Sea,  as  it  were  to  keep 
it  at  their  Devotion  by  that  Salary.  Sometimes  they 
would  prefent  it  with  little  Boats  made  of  the  fame 
fluff,  that  being  bufy’d  in  tolling  and  ruining  them, 
flie  might  negledt  ours.  But  when  the  unruly  Ele¬ 
ment  flighted  this  Kindnefs,  and  grew  troublefome, 
being,  as  they  thought,  agitated  in  an  extraordinary 
manner  by  a  Dromon  that  governs  it ;  they  burn’d 
fome  Feathers,  whofe  noifome  Smoke,  and  peftife- 
rou's  Scent,  were  indeed  more  than  fuflicient,  had 
the  Fiend  been  endu’d  with  Senfe,  to  fend  him  go¬ 
ing,  were  he  the  Caufe. 

Once  palling  near  a  Hill  on  which  one  of  their 
Temples  is  built,  their  Superftition  then  out-did  it 
felf;  for  befides  the  ufual  Ceremonies  confiding  in 
Meat-Oflerings,  burning  of  Candles  and  Perfumes, 
throwing  little  Baubles  o|ttlt  Paper  into  the  Sea,  and 
infinite  iuch  other  Fopp^rcs,  all  hands  were  at  work 
for  five  or  fix  hours  together,  in  making  a  little  Vef- 
fel,  in  the  likenefs  of  ours,  of  about  four  Feet  in 
length.  It  was  very  artificially  wrought,  wanting 
neither  Mafts,  Tackling,  Sails  or  Flags ;  it  had  its 
Compafs,  Rudder  and  Shallop,  its  Arms,  Kitching- 
ftuff.  Victuals,  Cargo,  and  Book  of  Accompts. 
Befides,  they  had  daubed  as  many  fmall  pieces  of 
Paper,  as  we  were  Men  in  the  Ship,  which  were 
difpos’d  of  in  the  fame  places  we  were  in.  This 
Machine  being  placed  on  two  Staves,  was  with  no 
little  Ceremony,  at  the  noife  of  a  Tabor  and  a  bra¬ 
zen 
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f  zen  Bafon,  raifed  up  in  view  of  all  the  Crew.  A 
!  Seaman,  in  a  Bonze  s  Habit,  was  the  Chief  Man 
among  ’em,  playing  feveral  Apilh  Tricks  with  a 
Quarcer-ftaff,  and  nowand  then  touting  forth  loud 
Huzza’s.  At  length  the  myfterious  Toy  was  com- 
!  mitted  to  the  Waves,  and  ey’d  as  far  as  fight  could 
I  reach,  accompany’d  with  the  base’s  Acclamati- 
j  ons,  who  roar’d  with  all  his  might.  This  ridicu- 
!  lous  Entertamment  diverted  the  Sailors,  while  we 
I  were  ilruck  with  a  fenfible  Grief  at  the  fight  of 
their  blind  Error,  which  it  was  out  of  our  power 
to  cure. 

An  Accident  happen’d  foon  after,  which  at  firft 
gave  them  lefs  Pleafure,  but  in  the  end  prov’d  an 
equal  Diverfion  to  us  all.  The  Mariners  fancy’d  they 
faw  a  Ship  in  a  part  of  the  Sea  much  infeited  with 
Pyrates.  They  had  excellent  Spying-Glaffes,  thro’ 
which  they  could  perceive  the  Mails,  the  Sails,  nay 
fome  faw  the  very  Tackling,  and  by  the  manner  of 
her  failing,  it  was  plain  (ho  defign’d  us  a  Vifit.  All 
were  very  diligent  in  putting  their  Ship  in  a  pofture 
of  Defence :  The  Chlnefe ,  who  of  all  Men,  love 
bell:  to  fleep  in  a  whole  Skin,  were  in  great  Confrer- 
nation:  We  faw  Fear  painted  in  their  Faces,  while 
they  made  ready  their  Scymeters,  Pikes  and  Guns, 
(for  they  had  no  Cannon)this  more  terrify’d  us  than 
the  fancy’d  Enemy,  which  yet  caus’d  in  us  no  little 
Apprehenfion ;  for  indeed,  I  muliconfefs,  we  were 
then  grown  as  fearful,  if  poffible,  as  the  Chimfe  them- 
felves.  Religion  or  Martyrdom  was  not  then  the 
thing  in  queilion,we  were  in  danger  of  being  imme¬ 
diately  ftrangl’d  by  Villains  who  give  no  Quarter, 
according  to  their  Cuftom,  which  they  would  fcarce 
have  alter'd  for  our  fakes.  The  only  Remedy  would 
have  been  to  have  leap’d  into  the  Sea,  and  by  drown¬ 
ing  our  felves,  deferr’d  our  End  fora  few  Minutes ; 

but 
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Jout  the  Medicine  was  fomewhat  violent,  and  we 
'did  not  care  for  the  Experiment.  Our  Profpe&ive 
'Gaffes  were  often  madeufeof,  and  to  our  no  little 
furprize,  the  mighty  Veffel  as  it  came  near  us,  lef- 
fened,  as  did  our  ill-grounded  Terror ;  for  we  now 
doubted  whether  it  was  a  Ship.  At  length  it  grew  a 
Floating  IQand,  then  a  Sea-FIorfe,  and  then  I  know 
not  what,  till  at  laft  it  came  in  view,  and  proved  to 
be  a  Tree,  which  a  violent  Wind  had  torn  from  the 
Coaft.  The  Earth  and  Pebbles  about  its  Root  made 
ic  fwim  upright,  fo  that  its  Trunk,  which  was  very 
high,  refembled  a  Mali,  and  fome  Branches  fpread 
on  each  fide  for  a  Yard,  with  leffer  Boughs  broken 
down  for  Ropes,  had,  with  the  help  of  the  Wind 
and  the  Seas  beating  about  it  (which  formed  a  Trad 
not  unlike  that  a  Ship  makes )  thus  caufelefly  a- 
larmed  us ;  Befides,  that  People,  who  trembled  as 
they  look’d  thro’  their  Gaffes,  might  eafily  be  de¬ 
ceived. 

The  dreadful  Enemy  was  no  fooner  known,  but 
the  Preparations  were  given  over,  to  their  great  Teem¬ 
ing  Grief,  who  then  defir’d  nothing  more  than  a  Bat¬ 
tel,  and  were  heartily  vexed  at  the  Difappointment, 
But  we  much  fufpetling  their  Courage  was  Counter¬ 
feit  ;  (for  it  appeared  not  till  all  the  danger  was  va- 
nilh’d  )  thought  not  our  felves  fafe  till  we  were 
landed. 

This  was  not  the  only  Peril  we  were  likely  to  en¬ 
counter  ;  for  fcarce  were  we  in  fight  of  Emouis,  an 
Itland  of  china,  famous  for  the  Com modioufnefs  of 
its  Harbour,  and  the  abundance  of  Ships  of  all  Na¬ 
tions  which  refort  thither,  when  the  fudden  veering 
of  the  Wind  follow’d  by  a  Calm,  and  black  Clouds, 
which  on  every  fide  darkned  our  Horizon,  made  the 
Pilots  fear  the  approach  of  fome  Typfm,  than  which 
nothing  is  more  terrible  in  the  Seas  of  China  and  Jo- 
fan  j  for  unlefs  the  Captain  be  well  skilled,  the  Crew 
numerous, 
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numerous,  and  the  Veffel  flout,  (heir  Ruine  is  moft 
certain.  This  Typhon  is  a  furious  Wind,  or  rather  a 
blowing  of  all  the  Winds  at  once ;  fo  that  the  Waves 
confufediy  rolling  one  upon  another,  befet  a  Ship  on 
all  fides,  and  tofs  it  with  the  utmoft  Rage  and  Fury. 
This  Wind  isfo  violent,  that  there  is  no  bearing  any 
Sail,  and  fo  obflinate,  that  the  third  day  fcarce  fees 
the  end  of  it.  At  firft  the  Seamen’s  Pains  and  Induftry 
may  a  little  withfland  the  Storm,  but  continual  La¬ 
bour  tires  and  diiheartens  them  ;  they  yield  to  the 
over-ruling  Winds,  the  Marts  break,  the  Rudder  is 
carry’d  oft,  and  the  Ship  founders :  or  if  ihe  be  fo 
well  built  as  to  fuftain  the  Fury  ot  the  Waves,  ihe 
fplits  againfta  Rock,  and  not  a  Man  efcapes. 

Four  Days  had  been  fpent  in  expectation  of  the 
like  Fate,  and  the  dreadful  Omens  increafed,  when 
it  came  into  our  Minds  to  addrefs  St.  Francis  Xa¬ 
vier,  whofe  Miracles  had  once  rendred  thofe  Seas  fo 
famous.  We  pray’d  him  to  divert  the  Tempeft,  and 
inforc’d  our  Prayers  by  a  Vow.  Scarce  were  we  off 
our  Knees,  but  whether  by  a  Miracle,  or  the  ordi¬ 
nary  Courfe  of  Nature,  there  blew  a  favourable  Gale 
of  Wind,  which  carr’d  us  thro’  fome  Iflands  into 
our  defir’d  Port. 

I  never  faw  any  thing  fo  frightful,  as  that  infinite 
number  of  Rocks  and  defert  Iflands  thro’  which  we 
were  topafs.  The  Channels  are  in  fome  places  fo  nar¬ 
row,  as  not  to  exceed  ten  Paces  in  breadth,  to  the 
great  danger  of  thofe  who  fail  thro’  ’em  :  We  alfo 
fleer’d  thro’  a  pretty  wide  Bay,  in  which  the  Chi - 
nefe  obferve  an  exact  filence,  for  fear,  fay  they,  of  di- 
fturbing  a  neighbouring  Dragon  5  we  were  forc’d  to 
follow  their  Example.  I  know  not  how  they  call  it, 
as  for  us,  we  nam’d  it  The  Dumb  Mans  Bay. 

Having  fpent  fome  time  among  thofe  horrid  Rocks, 
we  at  laft  had  fight  of  a  little  City  they  call  Tim-hai, 
that  is,  Seas  Limit ,  fituated  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Ri- 
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ver,  up  the  which  we  tided,  and  dropt  Anchor  three  f 
Miles  higher,  near  the  City,  of  Nimpo ,  a  light  ofk 
which  we  fo  earneftly  had  wiiht  for,  during  a  Six 
and  thirty  Days  Voyage,  which  the  continual  Dan¬ 
ger  and  Hardlhips  we  were  expos’d  to,  had  render’d 
very  tedious.  ' 

It  was  with  no  little  Joy  that  we  reach’d  that  Land 
in  which  we  had,  during  fo  many  Years,  long’d  to 
preach  the  Gofpel.  It’s  light  infpir’d  us  with  an  un- 
ufualZeal,  and.  the  Joy  of  viewing  that  happy  Soil 
which  fo  many  good  Men  had  confecrated  by  their 
Labours,  we  thought  a  large  amends  for  ours. 

But  tho’  we  were  fo  near  the  City,  it  was  not  fo 
.eafie  for  us  to  enter  it.  China  is  a  very  Ceremonious 
Country,  wherein  all  Strangers,  but  efpecially  the 
French,  have  need  of  a  good  (lock  of  Patience.  The 
Captain  of  our  Veifel  thought  fit  to  hide  us,  and  on 
our  arrival  we  were  let  down  into  the  Hold,  where 
the  Heat,  which  increas’d  as  we  came  nearer  the 
Land, and  feveral  other  Inconveniencies  we  lay  under, 
made  our  Condition  almoft  infupportable.  But  fpighi 
of  all  Caution,  we  were  found  out,  an  Officer  of  the 
Cuftomsfpied  us, and  having  taken  an  Account  of  the 
Ship’s  Cargo,  fet  a  Man  in  her,  and  withdrew  t< 
let  his  Mailer  know  it.  That  Mandarine  who  hold 
his  Commiffion  immediately  from  Court,  and  i 
therefore  much  refpefted,  order’d  us  to  be  brough 
before  him,  whom  we  found  in  a  large  Hall,  afliito 
by  his  AffeiTors  and  other  inferiour  Officers,  we  weri 
waited  on  thither  by  a  multitude  of  People,  win 
there  are  more  curious  of  feeing  an  European,  dm 
we  Ihould  be  here  of  viewing  aChinefe. 

Nofooner  were  we  enter’d, but  we  were  admoniflt 
ed  to  kneel,  and  bow  our  Heads  nine  times  to  th 
Ground,  that  being  the  Cuftom  in  thofe  Parts  of  doin 
Obeifance  to  the  prime  Mandarine,  who  in  that  Qua 
lity  represents  the  Emperor’s  Perfon.  His  Count 
nanc 
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nance  was  very  fevere,  and  bore  a  Gravity  that  chal¬ 
lenged  Veneration,  and  a  Dread,  which  increas’d  at 
the  fight  of  his  Executioners,  who  like  Rmnvi  Lictors, 
attended  with  Chains  and  great  Sticks,  ready  to 
hind  and  cudgel  whom  his  Mandarimjhip  {l ioCd  think 
fit. 

Having  paid  him  our  Duty,  he  asked  us  who  we 
were,  and  what  was  our  Errand.  My  Lord  (anfwer- 
ed  we,  by  the  means  of  our  Interpreter)  we  have 
hard  in  Europe,  that  fever al  of  our  Brethren ,  arid  par¬ 
ticularly  Father  Verbieft,  laboured  with  fuccefs  to  J'prcad 
the  Knowledge  of  our  Holy  Religion  in  tbefe  remote  Farts  ■ 
The  fame  Zeal  has  moved  us,  and  the  Noble  Idea  we&k/e 
framed  to  ouk  fehes  of  this  Empire,  and  of  the  ITitWd 
Politenefs  of  its  Inhabitants,  has  prevailed  with  us  to  pro¬ 
cure  them  the  only  thing  that  is  wanting  to  compleat  the 
Grandeur  of  fo  flourishing,  and  renowned  a  Nation ,  to  wit 
tbt  Knowledge  of  THE  ONLT  TRUE  GOD,  without 
which  it  cannot  be  truly  Great.  We  have  befules  under- 
food  how  kind  his  Imperial  Majefy  has  been  to  them,  and 
hope  his  Mandarines,  who  know  his  Intent  ions, -will  be  fo 
favourable  as  net  to  mokfl  us. 

This  Declaration  feemed  fomething  bold,  in  a  Pro¬ 
vince  where  our  Religion  was  fcarce  tolerated, and  in 
a  City,  where  there  was  not  one  Chriftian.  But 
our  Ignorance  hereof  made  us  think,  that  fince  the 
freedom  of  Trade  had  been  granted,  Strangers  might 
come  and  fettle  there,  which  is  dire&ly  oppofire  to 
the  Laws  of  the  Land.  The  Mandarine,  who  to  be 
fure  was  furprized  at  the  Liberty  we  took,  diffem- 
bled  his  Thoughts,  and  as  if  he  approved  of  our 
Zeal,  told  us  it  was  true,  the  Emperor  had  a  par¬ 
ticular  Efteem  for  Father  Herbie fr,  whofe  Merit  was 
well  known  throughout  the  whole  Empire,  and  that 
he  himfelf  was  very  defirous  to  ferve  us ;  But,  conti¬ 
nued  he,  I  mufi  firjt  advife  with  the  Governor,  and  we 
C  fall 
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Jiall  conjider  of  it  together  :  In  the  mean  while  return  to 
your  Ship,  where  you  Jhall  hear  further  from  us. 

Some  days  after  the  General  of  the  Militia  in  and 
about  the  City,  which  eonfifted  of  about  Fifteen  or 
Twenty  thoufand  Men,  was  willing  to  fee  us,  and 
entertained  us  very  kindly,  infomuch  that  when  we 
left  him  to  wait  upon  the  Governour,  he  fent  an 
Officer  to  defire  him  that  he  would  ufe  us  kindly,  af- 
furing  him  we  were  very  honeft  People.  The  Gover¬ 
nour  exprefled  fome  Confideration  for  us,  but  faid 
he  could  determine  nothing  in  our  Cafe,  till  he 
had  firft  conferred  with  the  chief  Officers  of  the 

tr;  fo  that  we  were  forced  again  on  Board 
hated  Ship,  which  feemed  to  us  a  very  fevere 
Prifon. 

Moft  of  us  were  fick,  but  our  Lord,  who  permit¬ 
ted  thefe  Delays,  to  try  our  Patience,  did  at  laft  fof- 
ten  the  hardened  Hearts  of  thefe  Infidels,  who  took 
Compaffion  on  us.  Eight  Days  being  fpent  in  Con¬ 
futations,  the  Mandarine  of  the  Cuftoms  held  his 
Court  in  a  Houfe  not  far  from  the  Port,  where  his 
Clerks  ufually  kept  their  Office.  ,  There  having  fent 
for  us  and  our  Goods,  being  feveral  Bales  of  Books, 
Images  and  Mthematical  Inftruments,  they  opened 
but  three  of  our  Trunks,  without  demanding  any 
.  Cuftom ;  and  his  Lordfhip  told  us,  we  might  lodge 
in  the  Suburbs  till  they  had  heard  from  the  Viceroy, 
to  whom  the  Governor  had  wrote  concerning  us. 
We  thankfully  accepted  of  his  Civility,  and  in  our 
new  Habitation,  enjoyed  a  Reft  we  flood  in  great 
need  of. 

Permit  me,  My  Lord,  before  I  go  on,  to  give  you 
a  general  Description  of  that  great  Empire,  framed 
according  to  the  Obfervations  of  Ancient  Geogra¬ 
phers,  rectified  by  thofe  we  have  lince  made  with 
much  Care  and  Exatftnefs. 


CHINA,  \ 
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CHINA,  which  the  Inhabitants  call Tchoum-coeve, 
the  Middle  Kingdom,  becaufe  they  formerly  thought 
themfelves  feated  in  the  midft  of  the  World,  is  di¬ 
vided  into  fifteen  very  large  Provinces ;  Quantum, 
Fokien,  Cliekiam,  Nankim,  Xantum  and  Pekin  lye  along 
the  Eaftern  Ocean,  from  South  to  North  j  and  from 
North  to  South  on  the  Weftern  fide,  are  extended 
Xanfi,  Xenfi,  Suchuen,  Turman  and  Quamfi,  and  then 
Queyclm,  Kianfi,  Htiquam  and  Honan,  are  encompaf- 
fed  by  the  other  eleven,  and  from  the  midft  of  the 
Empire,  which  a  Channel  divides  from  Japan  and 
the  Ifland  Formofa,  and  a  very  long  Wall  from  Tar¬ 
tary.  * 

Here,  My  Lord,  I  muft  beg  your  Patience  a  while, 
to  give  you  an  exad  account  of  its  Situation,  and  put 
you  in  mind  of  two  confiderable  Faults  Geographers 
are  guilty  of.  The  firft  is,  that  they  have  mifplaced 
the  whole  Province  Leaotim  within  the  Wall,  where¬ 
as  it  is  undoubtedly  without,  tho1  it  ever  made  part 
of  the  Chinefe  Dominions.  This  is  matter  of  Fad,  and 
whoever  queftions  it,  needs  but  to  take  a  Journey  thi¬ 
ther,  as  we  did,  to  be  convinced.  The  fecond  is,  that 
they  place  the  whole  Frnpire  five  hundred  Leagues 
more  Eaftward  then  it  really  is ;  this  is  not  fo  palpable 
a  miftake  as  the  laft,but  is  by  our  Obferva  tions'clearly 
demonftrable ;  fo  that  China  is  much  nearer  Europe 
than  it  has  been  yet  thought. 

Could  fucceeding  Oblervators  but  bring  it  each 
Journey  fo  many  Leagues  nearer,  our  Voyages  would 
foon  be  Ihortned,  and  thofe  who  are  fo  fond  of  fee¬ 
ing  unknown  Countries,  might  with  cafe  fatisfie 
their  Defires ;  but  the  mifchief  is,  that  it  is  out  of  their 
Power ;  and  I  dare  fay,  our  Obfervations  and  thofe 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  will  fcarce  be  out¬ 
done  j  unlefs  Mr.  V - who  has  fo  much  inveighed 

againft  our  Manner  of  Proceeding  herein,  gives  him- 
C  2  fell 
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felf  that  trouble ;  then  indeed  I  fhould  not  defpair(did 
he  give  us  a  Map  of  his  Travels)  of  feeing  China  be¬ 
yond  Japan,  or  Japan  near  Mexico. 

Beiides  thefe  two  fundamental  Errors,  they  have 
failed  in  the  Situation  of  each  feveral  City ;  but  a 
more  particular  Account  would  be  too  tedious  to  in- 
fert  here,  and  may  befides  be  expected  from  Father 
Gouje  a  Mathematician  of  our  Kings  Colledge,  with 
whom  I  have  left  our  Geographical  Oblervations, 
which  he  will  fhortly  produce  to  the  World.  How¬ 
ever,  my  Lord,  be  pleafed  that  I  give  you  the  true  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  Empire.  From  the  City  of  Canton,  which 
we  place  a  little  above  the  23d  Degree  to  Pekin, \v hich 
l)%sin  the  4oth,there  are  from  North  to  South  17  De¬ 
grees  ;  but  we  may  reckon  18,  becaufe  beyond  Pekin 
and  Canton  to  the  utmoft  Bounds  is  20  Leagues  more : 
Thefe  18  Degrees  amount  to  45-0  Common  Leagues, 
and  are  the  entire  Length  of  that  Country.  IcsExtent 
from  Eaft  to  Weft  is  little  lefs ;  fo  that  on  the  whole, 
China,  which  is  almoft  of  a  Circular  Figure,  is  very 
near  Fourteen  hundred  Leagues  in  Circuit.  This  Ac¬ 
count,  My  Lord,  I  can  warrant  to  be  juft,  and  ground¬ 
ed  on  very  exad  Obfervation. 

You  fee,  My  Lord,  that  I  have  left  out  the  Iflands 
Formofa,  Haynan,  ,and  others  of  lefs  Note  (which  of 
themfelves  would  make  a  very  great  Kingdom)  as 
alfo  all  the  Province  of  Lcaotum,  becaufe  it  is  with¬ 
out  the  Wall.  As  for  the  Corea,  Tumkim,  and  Siam, 
they  depend  indeed  on  China  fo  far,  as  that  they 
pay  a  Tribute  to  that  Crown,  and  that  their  Kings, 
at  their  admiffion,  are  confirmed  by  its  Emperor  ; 
but  they  are  feparate  Kingdoms, and  differ  much  from 
thatofC/jww,  which  whether  in  refpedt  cf  the  Pro- 
clud  and  Fertility  of  its  Soil,  or  the  Beauty  and 
Number  of  its  Cities,  the  Wit,  Politenefs,  Religion 
or  Manner  of  its  Inhabitants,  is  quite  another 
thing.  The  Chinefe  know  it,  and  are  fo  proud  of  it, 
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that  they  call  all  the  reft  Barbarous  Nations,  taking 
great  care  in  their  Marriages  not  to  match  with  them, 
or  any  of  the  other  Indians,  fearing  nothing  more 
than  that  their  mean  Blood  Ihculd  run  in  a  Noble 
Chmefe’  s  Veins. 

1  alfo  omitted  a  great  part  of  fartary  which  be¬ 
longs  to  this  State,  to  the  great  increafe  of  its  Power, 
for  the  Tartars  are  valiant,  and  withal  Men  of  Senfej 
and  belides,  tho’  Tartary  be  full  of  Woods  and  Sandy 
Defarts,  yet  it  is  not  wholly  unfruitful ;  thofe  fine 
Furs  of  which  they  rob  their  Zibclines,  Foxes  and  Ti¬ 
gris  :  a  great  diverficy  of  Simples  ufeful  in  Phyfick, 
and  the  fine  Horfes  which  come  from  thence,  are 
Commodities  China  could  net  be  without.  Yet  tho’ 
they  reap  fo  great  a  Profit  by  it,  it  cannot  be  imagi¬ 
ned  what  a  Vexation  it  is  to  them  to  be  fo  ftri&iy  uni¬ 
ted  and  mixt  with  that  Nation ;  and  one  inuft  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  excefsof  their  Vanity,  and  of  the 
Conceit  they  have  of  their  Grandeur,  to  know  how 
grievoufly  their  Jizrwmw  Conqueft  has  humbled  them. 
Iqueftionnot,  My  Lord,  but  you  have  heard  of  it,  but 
perhaps  have  not  had  the  leifure  of  inquiring  into 
Particulars,  and  therefore  a  jhort  Account  of  that 
great  Revolution  may  not  be  unwelcome. 

One  of  the  Petty  Kings  of  the  Eaftern  Tartary  (for 
there  are  not  a  few)  whofe  Subjects  called  Mouam- 
cheou,  had  fetled  a  Trade  near  the  Long  Wall,  ha¬ 
ving  complained  at  Pekin  of  fome  Knaveries  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  Chmefe  Merchants,  and  having  received  no 
Satisfaction,  refolved  to  right  himfelf,  and  entred 
the  Province  of  Lead  urn  with  a  numerous  Army.  The 
Emperor  prefently  fent  fome  part  of  his  Forces  to 
oppofehim,  and  the  War  continued  fome  time,  with 
equal  advantage.  But  one  L.  I.  a  Cbinefe  took  that 
Opportunity  to  hatch  a  Rebellion  in  the  Provinces 
which  were  moft  remote  from  Court.  Great  num¬ 
bers  of  Malecontents  flocked  about  him,  who  having 
C  3  made 
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made  themfelves  Matters  of  the  greateft  Cities,  like 
a  Torrent  overflowed  the  whole  Country,  driving 
all  down  before  them. 

The  Sacred  Prefence  of  their  Emperor  could  not 
fave  Fekin  from  their  Fury ;  the  Rebel  who  knew  the 
bett  Forces  were  drawn  out  of  it,  marched  directly  to 
attack  it.  There  was  indeed  a  Garifon  of  Seventy 
thoufand  Men,  butmoft  gain’d  upon  by  the  practifes 
of  Lfs  Emifiaries ;  fo  that  while  fome  with  a  pretend¬ 
ed  Zeal  perfwaded  the  Prince  to  remain  in  his  Palace, 
others  opened  the  City  Gates  to  the  Tray  tor,  who 
folemnized  his  Entry  by  a  cruel  Slaughter.  The  un¬ 
fortunate  Monarch  finding  himfclf  betrayed,  would 
have  marched  out  againft  him  with  Six  hundred 
Guards, who  (till  remained  with  him,  but  at  the  men¬ 
tioning  of  his  Pleroick  Propofal  their  Hearts  failed 
’em,  and  they  bafely  abandoned  him.  Then  fear¬ 
ing  no  greater  evil  than  that  of  falling  quick  into  the 
Hands  of  his  Enemies,  he  retired  into  a  Garden  with 
an  only  Daughter  he  had,  and  having  wrote  with 
his  Blood  thefe  Words  on  the  bordure  of  his  Veil, 
My  Subjects  have  bafely  forfaken  me,  [pend  thy  Rage  on 
my  Body  ,  but  [pare  my  People.  He  firft  (tabbed  the 
Princefs,  whofe  Tears  would  have  foftned  a  Heart  of 
Flint,  and  then  hang’d  himfelf  on  a  Tree ;  more 
unjuft  to  his  Daughter,  and  cruel  to  Himfclf,  than 
could  have  been  the  moft  barbarous  Foe. 

The  Emperor  being  dead,  all  bowed  to  the  Ufur- 
per,  except 0 ufaugney  (whom  the  late  Prince  had  in- 
i rutted  with  the  Command  of  theForces  he  had  fent 
ngainft’the  Tartars)  and  he  never  would  acknow¬ 
ledge  him,  and  chofts  rather  to  pull  down  his  Ty¬ 
ranny,  than  ignobly  to  accept  of  a  (hare  in  it.  The 
new  Monarch  having  in  vain  befieged  him  in 
the  Province  Leactum,  to  engage  him  to  Surren¬ 
der  himfelf,  (hewed  him  his  Father  loaded  with 
Lons,  protefling  he  would  put  him  to  Death 
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fin  his  fight,  if  he  did  not  immediately  fubmit.  But 
I  that  generous  Lord,  more  Faithful  to  the  Memory 
I  of  his  deceafed  Prince  than  tender  of  his  Father's 
Life,  fuffered  the  Duty  of  a  Subjed  to  prevail  over 
that  of  a  Son ;  and  feeing  that  Blood  fpilt ,  of 
which  his  once  was  Part,  refolved  to  dye,  or  re¬ 
venge  at  once ,  his  Father’s  and  his  Emperor’s 
Death.  He  made  his  Peace  with  the  Tartar ,  who 
having  joined  him ,  no  fooner  enabled  him  to 
Cope  with  his  Enemy ,  but  he  marched  againft 
him.  But  the  Tyrant,  whofe  Cowardife  was  e- 
ven  greater  than  his  Cruelty,  durft  not  appear 
againft  thofe  two  Armies.  He  fled  to  Tdin,  where 
having  burned  the  Palace ,  and  all  that  had  not 
Perilhed  at  his  firft  Entry ,  he  retired  into  the 
Province  of  Xenfi,  loaded  with  the  Spoil  of  the 
Empire  and  the  Curfe  of  all.  He  was.purfued 
but  in  vain,  for  he  met  with  fo  private  a  Re¬ 
tirement,  that  all  the  Art  of  Man  could  never  find 
him  out. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Tartars  entered  Tekin,  and 
fo  impofed  upon  the  poor  Chinefe,  that  of  themfelves 
they  begged  their  new  Gueftsto  take  care  of  their  di- 
ftrclfed  State.  The  Tartars  were  too  cunning  not  to 
improve  fo  favourable  an  Opportunity ;  hereupon 
they  either  by  Force  or  Policy,  are  fince  grown  abfo- 
lute  Mafters  of  it.  And  here  it  is  hard  to  determine 
which  is  moft  to  be  wondred  at,the  Courage  and  Con- 
dud  of  that  Nation,  which  gave  them  Succefs  in  fo 
Noble  an  Enterprize,Or  the  Supinenefs  or  ill  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Chhiefe,  who  thus  bafely  fubmitted  to  a 
People  fo  inconfiderable  for  their  Number,  that  they 
would  have  been  alhamed  not  long  before  to  own 
them  for  their  Subjeds.  So  true  it  is  we  ought  not  to 
look  on  any  thing  as  beneath  usj  fince  all  Temporal 
Grandeur  is  fubjed  to  Change,  and  that  nothing  is 
Conftant  in  this  World  but  lnconftancy. 

C4 
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The  Tartarian  King  Tfonte  had  not  the  leifure  to 
enjoy  his  Conqtieft  ;  fcarce  had  lie  taken  Poffeff.on 
but  he  Died,  -  leaving  the  Adminifiration  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  ■  and  Care  of  his  Son, .  who  was  then  but 
Six  Years  old,  to  his  Brother.  This  Brother  of  his, 
named  A  MAV  AN  conquered  all  the  Provinces 
which  had  not  yet  fubmitted;  a  Prince  defervedly 
admired  nor  only  for  his  Valour  and  Conduct,  ever 
attended  with  Succefs,  but  alfo  for  his  Fidelity  and 
Moderation.  For  the  young  Prince  being  come  to 
•Age,  he  difeharged  his  Truft,  and  took  as  much  Care 
to  lecure  him  in  the  Empire,  as  he  had  done  to  Con- 
•  quer  it  for  him. 

.This Union  of  the  two  Nations  has  made  one  Em¬ 
pire  of  a  prodigious  extent,  for  tho’  all  Tartary  does 
not  belong  to  China ,  yet  rnoft  is  Tributary  to  it ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  the  great  and  mighty  CHAM,  to 
whom  the  Chimfe  themfelves  fometime  paid  Tribute, 

:  is  now  fallen  from  all  his  Grandeur.  But  I  do  not 
wonder  how  we  in  Europe  could  be  mifinformed  in 
.  this  Point,  fince  Monfieur  Cwfitnm  himfelf,  who  fo 
frequently  converfed  with  them,  knew  no  better.  I 
know  not  upon  what  Grounds  he  had  creduloufly 
taken  up  a-Report  that  7  art  ary  obeyed  one  foie  Em¬ 
peror,  from  whom  the  Chim/e  defended  themfelves 
only  by  Prefents  and  Money.  This  will  make  me 
take  more  care  for  the  future  how  I  credit  Relations 
which  are  grounded  on  Common  Fame. 

Since  the  Peace  between  Raffia  and  China,  it  is  eafie 
to  give  the  true  length  of  the  whole  Empire, for  on  that 
occafion  the  Bounds  were  fixed  by  Confcnt  to  the  t  cth 
Degree,the  reft  of  the  Land  ftretching  from  North  to 
Eait, remaining  ftill  undecided  by  that  Treaty. So  from 
the  moft  Southerly  Point  of  Haynan  to  the  utmoft  limits 
of  that  Part  of  Tartary  which  belongs  to  the  Emp.  of 
China, may  be  reckon'd  above  9ooleagues.Thofe  Lands 
are  not  alike  fruitful,  but  ail  may  yield  Religion  a 
plentiful 
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plentiful  harveft,8i  were  all  the  MiJJionaries  in  the  World 
employ’d  in fo  vail  a  field ,it  would  yet  wnmiovReapas. 

We  were  well  inform’d  at  Nimp  of  the  good  we 
could  do  there,  and  were  ready  to  take  a  Spiritual 
Poffeffion  of  the  Promis  d  Land,  when  we  had  In¬ 
telligence  that  the  Viceroy  of  that  Province  was 
much  offended -that  we  were  fuffer’d  to  land,  and 
was  refol v’d  to  fend  us  back  to  the  Indies ■  He'  wrote 
indeed  a  (harp  Reprimand  to  the  Governor! r  of  Nim- 
fo,  and  at  the  fame  time  an  Account  of  what  had 
pafs’d  to  the  Grand  Tribunal  of  Pekin ,  which  is  en- 
trufted  with  the  Care  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  ever 
was  averfe  to  the  Chriftian  Religion.  He  was  very 
partial,  for  tbo’  he  was  well  acquainted  with  our  De- 
lign,  he  reprefented  us  as  five  Europeans ,  who  for  fome 
private  Ends  defign’d  to  fettle  there,  in  oppofition 
to  the  Fundamental  Laws  of  the  Realm ;  fo  that  the 
Court  decreed  we  fhou’d  be  banifh’d,  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Cuftom,  prefented  an  Order  to  that  Effect, 
defiring  the  Emperor  to  fign  it. 

Had  this  Order  been  confirm’d,  we  had  been  un¬ 
done,  and  in  all  probability,  the  Mandarins  at  Ninspo 
had  been  fo  too,  for  treating  us  fo  favourably.  The 
Viceroy,  who  bore  as  great  a  love  to  our  Money  as 
lie  did  hatred  to  our  Belief,  would  have  feiz’d  our 
Bales,  and  as  a  Puniffiment  on  the  Captain  of  our 
Ship,  Confifcated  his  Merchandizes,  and  order’d 
him  forthwith  to  be  gone,  and  take  us  along  with 
him;  and  if  the  Captain -had  been  ruin’d  on  our  Ac¬ 
count,  we  might  reafonabiy  look  to  be  thrown  over 
board  by  him. 

Our  Peril  was  certain,  had  we  not  prevented  it 
by  our  care  in  writing,  as  we  were  in  Duty  bound, 
to  Father  Intorcctta ,  an  Italian  Miffionary,  and  Father 
General  of  our  Order  in  thofe  Parts.  Father  Fovta- 
nej  had  alfo  given  Father  Verbkft  notice  of  our  Arri¬ 
val,  defiring  him  that  he  would  inftruft  us  what  we 
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had  to  do.  The  Father  had  all  the  Reafon  in  the 
World  to  leave  us  to  our  felves,  for  by  taking  us  un¬ 
der  his  Proteftion,  he  expofed  himfelf  to  the  Anger 
of  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  and  the  Governor  of  Mam, 
from  whom  he  had  received  Letters,  which  were  nei¬ 
ther  conformable  to  the  King  of  Portugal’s  Intenti¬ 
ons,  nor  to  Chriftian  Charity.  But  who  could  have 
expected  that  a  Man,  ever  ready  to  Sacrifice  his  Life 
for  the  Infidels  Salvation,  fhould  have  looked  uncon¬ 
cernedly  on,  while  his  Brethren,  who  were  come 
from  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  Earth  to  affift  him  in 
his  Task,  miferably  perifhcd.  When  he  received 
our  Letters  the  Emperor  was  in  Tartarj,  fo  that  he 
was  forced  to  write  to  a  Friend  at  Court,  that  he 
would  inform  his  Majefiy  of  our  Arrival,  and  cau- 
fed  his  Letter,  by  a  wilful  Miftake,  to  be  put  into  a 
Pacquet  which  he  knew  would  be  delivered  into  the 
Emperor's  own  Hands.  It  happened  as  he  defired, 
the  Emperor  opened  it  and  read  it,fo  that  being  well 
informed  of  all  the  Truth,  when  the  Tribunal’s  Or¬ 
der  was  delivered  to  him,  he  anfwered,  That  he 
would  confider  it  when  he  returned  to  Pekin] 
which  he  did  after  he  had  hunted  a  Fortnight.  That 
Court  was  furprized  at  the  Delay,  it  being  cuftoma- 
ry  for  the  Prince,  in  three  Days  time,  either  to 
Sign  or  Cancel  thefe  kind  of  Writs.  Father  Verbkj: 
was  no  lefs  impatient  to  know  the  Fate  of  his  Letter 
and  the  Emperor’s  Refolutions ;  and  as  for  us,  we 
endeavoured  by  our  Prayers  to  obtain  His  Favour, 
who  rules  the  Hearts  of  Kings. 

Father  Intorcetta,  our  Superiour,  who  beft  knew 
our  ill  Circumftances,  did  by  Publick  Prayers  in  his 
Church  at  Humckeu,  beg  God  to  deliver  us  out  of 
them  ;  and  firmly  believing  that  the  Cry  of  inno¬ 
cent  Babes  is  very  prevalent  with  the  Divine  Maje¬ 
fiy,  gathered  all  the  Chriftian  Children  from  Six  to 
'i  ui,  together  into  the  Church,  where  lying  pro- 
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{Irate  on  the  Ground,  they  unanimoufly  lifted  up 
their  innocent  Hands  to  Heaven, 
faying,  *  'Pour  out  thme  Indignation ,  *  Effimde  Iram, 

0  Lord ,  upon  the  Heathen  that  have  tuam  in  Gentas  qua 
not  known  thee,  and  upon  the  King-  p^n°nnGVerunC> 
doms  that  have  not  called  upon  thy  Ne  tradas  Beftiis 
Name ;  hut  defend  thofe  who  worflnp  animas  confitentes 
thee ,  and  deliver  not  unto  their  E ne-  tibi,  Pfal.  73. 
tnies  thy  Servants ,  who  come  hither 
from  the  Extremities  of  the  World  to  ctmfefs  thy  Holy 
Name,  and  to  jhew  forth  thy  Praife.  Thefe  Prayers 
were  accompanied  with  the  Tears  of  the  whole  Con¬ 
gregation,  efpecially  with  thofe  of  Father  lntorcetta , 
who  having  been  fo  happy  as  to  fulfer  Chains,  Prifons 
and  Banifiiment  for  his  Saviour’s  fake,  was  moll  fit  to 
obtain  the  Blefling  we  begged  for. 

The  Emperor  was  no  fooner  returned  to  Pekin , 
but  Father  Verbkfl  informed  him  that  we  were  his 
Brethren,  who  by  our  Skill  in  the  Mathcmaticks, 
might  be  ufeful  to  his  Majefty.  To  which  he  an- 
fwered,  If  it  was  fo,  he  faw  no  Caufe  why  he  fhould  ex¬ 
pel  us  out  of  his  Dominions.  He  fummoned  his  Privy 
Council,  to  which  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  are  ad- 
mitted,and  with  their  Advice  and  Confent,  Decreed 
we  fhould  all  be  honourably  fent  for  to  Court.  An 
Order  to  that  Effed  was  fent  to  the  Lipou,  (the  fame 
Tribunal  which  had  prefen  ted  the  Writ  again!!  us) 
and  by  them  tranfmitted  to  the  Viceroy  of  Ham- 
cheii:  So  that  by  an  efpecial  Providence,  he  who 
had  endeavoured  to  turn  us  lhamefuliy  out  of  China, 
was  himfelf  obliged  to  introduce  us,'  and  that  with 
more  Advantage,  than,  had  he  been  our  Friend,  he 
could  have  procured  us.  His  Vexation  was  the  great¬ 
er,!  becaufe  without  doing  us  any  Harm,  he  had  run 
th&  rifque  of  incurring  the  Emperor’s  Difpleafure  by 
his  falfe  Informations.  It  was  indeed  no  little  Mor¬ 
tification  to  him  j  and  it  was  a  Fortnight  before  he 
won  d 
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would  acquaint  us  with  our  good  Fortune. 

In  the  mean  while, the  ftay  we  made  at  Nimpo  gave 
us  an  opportunity  of  improving  our  Acquaintance 
with  th t  Mandarins.  '  Some  fent  usPrefents,  others 
invited  us  to  their  Houfes,  and  all  in  general  were 
very  kind  to  us.  .  We  endeavour’d  to  make  ufe  of 
this  opportunity  for  their  Converfion  from  Idolatry, 
hut  it  is  hard  for  Souls  wholly  bury’d  in  Flefh  and 
Blood,  to  favour  the  things  which  are  of  God.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Governourof  the  City  made  one  Hep  to¬ 
wards  it,  which  gave  us  great  Hopes :  It  was  this : 

They  had  for  five  Months  time  been  afHided 
with  a  continuul  Drought,  fo  that  their  Rivers,  and 
the  Channels  they  cut  out  into  their  Land  to  water 
it,  were  now  quite  dry,  and  a  Famine  much  appre¬ 
hended.  The  Priefts  had  offer’d  numberlefs  Sacri¬ 
fices,  and  the  Mandarins  left  nothing  undone  which 
they  thought  might  appeafe  the  Anger  of  the  Gods. 
They  had  often  ask’d  us  what  Methods  we  us’d  in 
Europe  in  fuch  Cafes;  and  being  anfvver’d,  that  by 
Humiliation,  Penitence,  and  the  Fervency  of  our 
Prayers,  we  mov’d  Heaven  to  Compaffion  ;  they 
hop’d  by  the  Hke  means  to  procure  their  Idols  Pity; 
but  ahs,  they  call’d  upon  Gods  that  have  Ears  and  can¬ 
not  hear :  At  lafr  tire  Governor  was  tir’d  with  his  fre¬ 
quent  Difappointments,  and  refolv’d  to  Worlhip  the 
Only  God,  whom  all  Nature  obeys.  Having  under- 
ftood  that  in  our  Houfe  we  had  a  pretty  handfome 
Chappel,  in  which  we  every  day  celebrated  the  Sa¬ 
cred  Myileries  of  our  Religion,  he  fent  to  us  to  know 
if  we  would  permit  him  to  come  in  State,  and  joyn 
Iris  Prayers  with  ours.  We  anfwer’d,  we  defir’d  no¬ 
thing  more  than  that  he  fhould  Worlhip  as  we  did, 
and  that  all  the  City  would  follow  his  Example;  and 
aifur’d  him  moreover,  that  if  he  begg’d  with  Faith 
and  Sincerity,  he  fhould  undoubtedly  obtain.  We 
prefently  went  to  work  to  put  our  Chapel  in  order, 
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land  make  all  things  ready  to  folemnize  his' coming, 
[when  to  our  great  furprize  his  Secretary  came  to  tell 
jus,  That  his  Lord  would  be  with  us  the  next  day 
very  early,  being  neceffitated  to  meet  at  Eight  the 
lame  Morning  at  a  neighbouring  Hill,  where  with 
feme  Mandarins ,  he  was  to  offer  a  Sacrifice  to  a 
Dragon.  In  anfwer  to  this  unexpected  Melfage,  we 
order’d  our  Interpreter  to  wait  on  him,  and  make 
him  fenfible,  that  the  Chriliians  God  was  a  Jealous 
God,  who  would  not  allow  of  his  paying  to  any  0- 
thersthe  Honours  due  to  HimfelF  alone  ;  that  his 
Gods  were  Statues  or  Creatures,  that  had  no  power 
to  help  themfelves  nor  him  ;  and  that  we  humbly 
crav’d  him  to  defpife  thofe  idle  Fancies,  fit  only  to 
amufe  the  credulous  fenflefs  Vulgar,  but  far  beneath 
a  Man  of  his  Senfe  and  Merit ;  and  to  truft  in  the 
Only  God  of  Heaven,  whom  his  Reafon  alone  muft 
convince  him  to  be  the  True  One.  I  really  believe 
he  was  almofl  perfwaded,  but  he  had  engag’d  him- 
felf  to  the  Mandarins,  and  for  fome  worldly  refpeCt, 
clurft  not  break  his  Promife ;  fo  he  worfhipped  his 
Idols,  whom,  doubtlefs  he  had  no  Faith  in,  and  with¬ 
drew  from  the  Only  True  God,  of  whofe  Being  he 
was  inwardly  convinc’d. 

Then,  My  Lord,  mov'd  with  Indignation  at  their 
Blindnefs,  and  the  Devil’s  Tyranny,  fome  of  us 
thought  of  imitating  what  St.  Francis  Xavier  had 
done  on  fome  like  oceafion,  by  erefting  a  Crofs  in 
the  City  under  thefe  Couditions :  Firft.  that  we 
would  prevail  with  Heaven  to  grant  the  Rain  they 
flood  in  fuch  want  of :  And  fecondly,  that  if  we  did, 
they  fhould  pull  down  their  Idols,  and  own  That 
God  who  fhould  have  been  fo  favourable,  as  to 
grant  them  their  Requeft.  Our  Minds  were  diffe¬ 
rent,  as  was  our  Zeal :  Some  full  of  lively  Faith, 

I  which  the  miraculous  and  continual  Support  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  thro’  the  feveral  Perils  we  had  encounter’d, 
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had  infpir’d  them  with.,  could  not  queftion  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  fo bold,  but  Holy  an  Undertaking:  Others 
not  fo  Zealous,  but  perfuadad  that  Prudence  ought 
to  be  our  Guide,  where  the  Infpiration  is  not  Evi¬ 
dent,  were  of  Opinion  nothing  Ihould  be  hazarded 
which  failing  might  expofe  our  Religion.  So  we 
were  content  to  mourn  within  our  felves,  and  beg 
of  God  not  only  that  he  would  give  them  Rain,  but 
that  Celeftial  Fire  alfo,  which  Our  Saviour  hath 
brought  into  the  World,  and  defires  all  Nations  may 

be  inflam’d  with. 

While  we  were  thus  bufy’d  in  promoting  the  Inte- 
reft  of  our  Religion,  the  Viceroy  was  no  lefs  in 
thinking  how  to  execute  the  Orders  he  had  receiv’d 
from  Court.  He  left  our  Journey  as  far  as  Ham- 
then,  to  the  Governour’s  Care,  who  provided  Boats 
for  us,  and  commanded  an  inferiour  Mandarine  to 
attend  us,  that  we  might  lack' for  nothing.  We  per¬ 
form’d  ;t  in  five  days  time,  without  meeting  with  a- 
ny  of  thofe  Accidents  which  Strangers  there  are  fub- 1 
jed  to  when  they  are  thought  to  carry  things  of  va¬ 
lue  with  them.  The  Chriftians  at  Hamcheu  were 
lavilh  in  the  Expreffions  of  their  AfFedion  to  us, 
they  came  in  Crouds  to  the  River,  whence  we  were 
carry’d  as  in  Triumph  to  their  Church,  with  more 
Kindnefs  perhaps  than  Prudence.  For  they  had,  un¬ 
known  to  Father  Imercetta,  provided  for  each  of  us 
an  Elbow-Chair,  born  by  four  Men,  and  attended 
by  as  many,  into  which  we  were  forc’d  to  fuffer  our 
felves  to  be  fet,  not  knowing  what  they  meant,  for 
our  little  Skill  in  their  Language  did  not  permit  us  to 
learn  it  from  themfelves.  Having  lock’d  us  in,  we 
were  forc'd  to  make  our  Entry  as  they  would  have 
it,  which  was  in  this  manner.  A  Mufick  of  ten  or 
twelve  hands,  with  fomc  Trumpets,  led  the  Van ; 
next  came  fome  Horfe  and  Foot,  the  former  bearing 
feveral  Standards  and  Flags,  and  the  latter  amid 
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with  Launces  and  Pikes ;  and  next  to  thefe  four  Of¬ 
ficers  who  fupported  a  large  Board  varnifh’d  with 
Red,  on  which  thefe  Words  were  written  in  large 
Golden  Chara&ers.  Doctors  of  the  Heavenly  Law,  fent 
for  to  Court.  We  came  in  the  Rear,  furrounded  by 
a  throng  of  Chrifhans,  and  Gentiles,  whom  the  No¬ 
velty  of  the  Show  had  drawn  thither.  In  this  un- 
eafie  P^np  we  went  thro3  the  whole  City,  being  a 
long  League  in  length,  vex’d  that  we  had  not  fore- 
feen  their  Indifcrerion,  and  refclv'd  to  reprimand 
them  for  it.  Father  Intorcetta  waited  for  us  at  the 
Church-door,  whence  he  carry’d  us  to  the  Altar. 
There  having  nine  times  bow’d  our  felves  to  the 
Ground,  and  return'd  Thanks  to  the  Good  God, 
who  thro’  fo  many  Hazards,  had,  in  fpight  of  our 
Enemies,  brought  us  to  the  Promifed  Land,  we  re¬ 
turned  to  the  chief  of  the  Chriftians.  We  delired 
the  Father  to  acquaint  them,  that  we  were  not  un¬ 
thankful  for  their  Love,nor  ill  fatisfied  with  their  Zeal 
for  God’s  Glory,  but  that  the  fplendid  manner  in 
which  they  had  receiv’d  us,  was 
no  ways  conformable  to  a  Chrifti-  ,  *  Hi  in  Curris  Sp¬ 
an’s  Humility ;  *  That  the  Heathen  ln  E‘lu“  >  Nosau- 
might,  indeed ,  celebrate  their  Triumphs  ^jU  omme  0 
with  fuch  earthly  Pomps  and  mundane 
Vanities ,  but  that  a  Chrilliailh  glorying  jv  as  in  the  Name 
of  the  Lord.  They  return’d  no  Anfwer,  but  all  on 
|  their  Knees  implor’d  our  Blefling.  Their  Fervency, 
accompany’d  with  a  meek  and  devout  Look,  in 
which  the  Chinefe  do,  when  they  will,  exceed  all  o- 
ther  Nations,  wholly  difarm’d  our  Wrath  j  we  wept 
for  Joy  and  Compaffion ;  and  I  proteft.  My  Lord, 
that  one  Moment  made  us  a  large  amends  for  all 
the  Troubles  we  had  undergone. 

But  how  great  was  our  Blifs  when  we  were  at  li¬ 
berty  to  receive  the  Carelfes  of  Father  Intorcetta , 
whom  God  had  made  ufe  of  to  procure  our  Admit- 
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tanceinto  that  Empire.  We  already  bore  him- a  Ve¬ 
neration  due  to  the  Glorious  Name  of  ConfeiTor, 
which  his  Imprifonment  and  Sufferings  at  Pekin  had 
intituled  him  to ;  but  his  Goodnefs,  Meeknefs,'  and 
Charity  entirely  won  our  Hearts,  and  made  us  refpect 
him,  as  the  true  Pattern  of  a  perfect  Miffionary.  Th; 
Character  we  bore  of  Perfons  fent  for  to  Court, a  Cha- 
rafter  no  lefs  than  that  of  Envoy,  oblig’d  us  to  villi 
and  be  vifited  by  the  chief  Mandarins.  The  Viceroy 
our  Enemy  was  afham’d  to  fee  us ;  he  fent  us  word, 
that  thro’  the  multitude  of  Bufinefs  he  had  then  oc 
his  Hands,  he  could  not  find  leifure  to  wait  upon 
us :  But  the  General  of  the  Tartars  receiv’d  us  with 
all  Civility,  and  among  other  Demonftrationsoflii: 
Kindnefs,  made  us  a  very  confiderable  Prefent. 

However,  when  we  were  going,  the  Viceroy,  who 
was  afraid  left  he  fhould  be  inform’d  againlt,  fern 
fome  Chairs  to  carry  us  to  the  Imperial  Barge  provi¬ 
ded  for  us  j  he  order’d  fome  Trumpets  and  Hautboys 
to  attend  us,  prefented  us  with  ten  Piftols,  and  gave 
us  an  efpecial  Order  from  Court,  intituled  a  Cam-In, 
in  purfuance  to  which  all  Places  we  pafs’d  through 
were  to  find  us  Boats  well  Man’d,  while  we  went  by 
Water,  or  62  or  more  Porters  in  Cafe  the  Froft  obli¬ 
ged  us  to  go  by  Land,  and  each  City  to  give  us  about 
half  a  Piftol,the  fame  being  allow’d  to  the  chief  Man¬ 
darins,  who  are  reputed  to  have  their  Charges  born  by 
the  Emperor,  tho’  this  will  not  amount  to  the  tenth 
part  of  their  Expence.  Befides,  he  order’d  a  Manda¬ 
rin  to  accompany  us,  and  fee  all  due  Refpeft  paid  us. 
We  would  gladly  have  avoided  it,  but  were  forc'd  to 
go  thro’  what  we  undefignedly  had  engag'd  in. 

The  Barge  we  were  on  board  was  a  fecond  Rate, 
containing  in  breadth  fixteen  Feet,  and  in  length  Se¬ 
venty,  and  proportionable  in  height.  Befides  the 
Cook-room,  the  Mailer  and  his  Family’s  Apartment 
(for  they  have  no  other  Dwelling)  that  of  his  Crew, 
ad 
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end  another  for  our  Men,  there  was  a  pretty  large 
Parlour  where  he  dined,  and  three  Rooms  in  which 
iix  Perfons  might  eafily  lye,  all  which  were  Var- 
niili’d,  Gilt,  and  Painted.  The  way  of  our  Travel¬ 
ling  was  this :  As  foon  as  Anchor  was  weigh’d,  the 
Trumpets,  and  Hautboys  founded  a  March,  then 
they  took  their  leave  with  a  kind  of  Cheft,  wherein 
were  three  Iron  Barrels,  which  made  a  greater  Re¬ 
port  than  fo  many  Muskets ;  they  were  difeharged 
one  after  another,  and  between  each  the  Mutick 
founded,  and  fo  continued  playing  for  fornc  time. 
Whenever  we  met  a  Mandarin  s  Barge, or  fomeTown 
in  our  way,  this  was  repeated ;  as  alfo  when  Night 
or  a  contrary  Wind  obliged  us  to  come  to  an  Anchor. 
This  to  a  Mandarine  had  not  only  been  a  great 'Ho¬ 
nour,  but  a  very  entertaining  Confort :  As  for™, 
we  thought  it  a  very  inharmonious  one,  whofe  tedi- 
oufnefs  made  us  pay  dear  for  our  Honour. 

We  had  befides  a  Watch  every  Night  to  guard  us, 
the  manner  of  which  was  this:  About. Eight  at 
Night,  ten  or  twelve  Inhabitants  of  the  Town, 
nearefl:  to  the  place  we  anchored  in,  appeared  in  a 
Row  on  the  Shore,  then  the  Mader  came  upon  the 
Deck,  and  thence  made  them  a  fair  Speech,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Obligations  they  lay  under  of  preferring 
all  that  belonged  to  the  Emperor,  and  watching  for 
the  Mandarins  Safety,  who  themfelves  did  fo  for  drat 
of  the  State.  Then  he  defeended  into  Particulars 
of  all  the  Accidents  they  were  liable  to,  fire. 
Thieves,  and  Storms,  exhorting  them  to  be  Vigilant, 
and  telling  them  they  were  refponlible  for  ail  the 
Mifchief  which  might  happen.  They  anfvered 
each  Paragraph  with  a  Shout,  and  then  retired  to 
their  Watch-houfe,  only  one  Century  was  left  mere, 
who  continually  druck  two  Sticks  one  againd  ano¬ 
ther,  and  was  hourly  relieved  by  others,  who  made 
the  fame  Noife,  that  we  might  know  they  did  not 
D  fall 
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fall  afleep,  which  we  would  gladly  have  permitted 
them  to  do,  on  condition  we  might  have  done  fo 
our  felves.  But  this  is  the  Cuftom  when  any  Man- 
ila-r'm  travels  by  Water. 

How  uneafie  ioever  all  thefe  Ceremonies  might 
be,  I  muft  confefs,  that  I  never  met  with  any  way  of 
Travelling  lefs  tirefomethan  this;  for  after  Thirteen 
Days  Voyage  we  arrived  at  Yamcheu,  on  January  the 
3d,  as  frelh  as  if  we  had  not  ftirr’d  out  of  ourHoufe, 
There  we  found  Father  Aleonifa ,  a  brmcifcan ,  Sub- 
Vicar  to  the  Bifhop  of  Bajilea,  and  Father  Galiani,  a 
Jefuit,  who  were  come  thus  far  to  meet  us ;  the  one 
fr<fn  the  Bifhop  to  proffer  us  that  Prelate’s  Affiftance, 

«the  other  by  his  Credit  and  Experience,  to  make 
reft  of  our  Journey  as  eafie  as  he  could.  Both 
knew  we  had  Letters  of  Commendation  from  the 
King,  and  were  willing  to  fhew  us  all  the  Refped 
due  to  thofe  who  are  under  Flis  Majefly’s  Protection. 
This  was  not  the  only  Civility  we  received  from 
them,  for  they  have  lince  obliged  us  fo  highly,  that 
we  never  can  enough  exprefs  our  Gratitude. 

Flere  the  Froft  forced  us  to  leave  the  great  Canal, 
and  we  had  Florfes  found  us  for  our  Men,  and  Por¬ 
ters  for  ourGoods,  As  for  our  felves,  thegreatCold 
and  Snow, which  we  were  unaccuftomed  to,  made  us 
choofe  to  go  in  Litters,  fome  of  our  Horfe-men  ri¬ 
ding  about  as  that  we  might  be  the  more  Secure. 
Wefhifted  our  Porters  at  each  City  or  big  Town; 
and,  which  is  very  ftrange,  we  could  get  above  a 
Hundred,  with  as  much  Speed  and  Eafe,  as  in 
France  we  might  Five  or  Six.  The  Cold  increafed 
hourly,  and  became  at  Lift  fo  violent,  that  we  found 
the  River  Hoambo ,  one  of  the  greateft  in  China,  al- 
moft  frozen  over;  a  whole  Day  was  fpent  in  break¬ 
ing  the  Ice,  and  we  palled  with  no  fmall  Trouble 
and  Danger.  We  left  M mpo  on  the  27th  of  .No 
lumber,  1687.  and  arrived  at  Pc  kin  the  8th  of  Fo 
bruar] 
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britarj  following;  but  we  relied  fo  often  by  the  w.iy, 
that  indeed  we  had  not  fpent  above  a  Month  and 
an  half  in  our  Journey. 

Thefe  Honours  paid  us  by  fo  potent  a  Prince,  and 
the  good  fuccefs  of  fo  long  and  periilous  a  Voyage, 
together  with  a  profpeft  of  the  Benefit  our  Religion 
might  reap  by  it,  would  have  occalioned  in  us  a  well- 
grounded  Joy,  had  not  our  Thoughts  been  cruelly 
diverted  from  it.  Scarce  were  we  in  fight  of  Eehln, 
but  we  received  the  moll  afflicting  News  of  Father 
Verbkjl's  Death.  It  ftruck  us  with  an  Allonilhment 
which  leffened  but  to  make  our  Grief  more  fenlibie. 
He  it  was  who  had  procured  our  Admittance  into 
China,  who  befides,  in  delivering  us  from  the  Vice¬ 
roy  of  Hamchm,  had  laved  our  Lives,  and  which 
we  looked  on  as  a  greater  Kindnef,  was  ready  to  af- 
fift  with  his  Credit,  in  the  Defigns  we  had  to  pro¬ 
mote  God’s  Glory,  and  the  Intereft  of  our  holy  Faith. 

We  were  not  the  only  Lofers  by  his  Death,  for  I 
dare  fay,  every  body  milt  him ;  To  his  Care,  Zeal, 
and  Prudence  was  owing  the  Rellauration  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  which  had  been  almolt  ruined 
by  the  late  Perfecutions :  He  encouraged  the  Old 
Chriftian  Conftancy,  and  fupported  the  Weaknefs 
of  the  New,  by  taking  them  under  his  efpeeial  Pro¬ 
tection;  his  Recommendation  gained  our  Milliona- 
ries  Refpeit ;  he  had  laved  Macao,  of  which  the 
Tartars  had  entertained  fomejealoufies;  and  the  State 
it  felf,  to  which  he  had  rendred  conliderable  Servi¬ 
ces,  was  not  a  little  beholding  to  him  ;  fo  that  the 
Europeans,  the  Chinefe,  and  the  Emperor  himfelf  did 
equally  look  on  him  as  their  Father.  This  Great 
Man,  fo  much  refpefted  in  the  Eafl,  deferved,  My 
Lord,  that  you  Ihould  take  notice  of  him,  and  in 
purfuance  to  my  Delign,  which  was  in  this  Letter 
to  give  you  an  Account  of  our  Journey  from  Slant 
to  the  chief  Town  of  China,  I  could  not  end  with 
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aSubjeft  that  might  better  challenge  your  Attention: 
I  am  with  all  refpeft,  MfLord, 

Your  Honour  s  wosi  humble, 
and  obedient  Servant, 


L.J. 


LETTER  II. 

To  Her  Bighnefs  the  Dutchefs  of  Nemours. 

The  Manner  of  our  Reception  by  the  Emperor ,  and 
ivhat  we  obferved  at  Pekin. 

M\ADAM, 

NONE  but  a  Lady  of  a  comprehenfive  Genius 
and  an  unlimited  Zeal,  could,  as  you  do, 
concern  her  felf  in  what  paffes  at  fo  great  a  diftance. 
The  Curiofities  of  Europe  were  too  few  for  your  vaft 
Mind,  which  would  be  a  Stranger  to  nothing  that 
might  Inform  or  Edifie  it,  and  I  may  without  Flat¬ 
tery  fay,  that  the  Ea/l  has  no  Secrets  you  have  not 
pried  into,  nor  any  Rarities  you  are  unacquainted 
with.  I 

I  have  my  felf  learned  from  yourHighnefs  feveral 
things  unknown  to  mod  Travellers,  and  having  been 
as  far  as  the  World  reaches,  muft  confefs  that  your 
Knowledge  has  travelled  farther  yet  than  me. 

What  then,  Madam,  can  I  tell  you  of  China  more 
than  you  already  have  difcovered,  unlefs  it  be  fome 
particulars  of  my  Voyage,  which  being  the  lateft 
any  European  has  made  thither,  will  at  leaft  have  the 
Charms  of  Novelty  ?  It  being  my  Duty  to  give  a 
great  States-man  an  Account  of  it,  I  make  bold 
to 
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|  to  fend  your  Highnefs  the  Letter  I  wrote  to  him  fome 
Days  fince;  and  what  I  now  add,  /hall  at  once  be 
a  continuation  of  it,  and  a  Token  of  the  refpedt  I 
bear  you,  and  the  readinefs  I  fliali  ever  be  in,  to  0- 
bey  your  Highnefs’s  Commands. 

On  our  arrival  at  Tekin,  we  found  the  Court  in 
Mourning  for  the  Emprefs  Dowager :  The  Courts 
of  Juftice  were  fhut  up,  and  the  Emperor  gave  no 
Audience.  But  the  27  Days  being  fpent,  during 
which  the  Laws  oblige  him  to  clofe  Mourning, 
he  fent  one  of  his  Officers  to  our  Houfe  to  fee  how 
we  did,  and  to  ask  us  Queftions.  The  MelTage  was 
very  obliging,  and  befides  a  Thoufand  other  Civili¬ 
ties,  we  were  told,  the  Emperor  would  be  as  kind  to 
us  as  he  had  been  to  the  Fathers  at  his  Court,  fince 
we  were  all  of  the  fame  Society. 

The  Gentleman  told  us.  His  Imperial  Majefty 
would  gladly  know  what  the  French  Court  thought 
of  his  Progrefs  into  Tartary,  and  the  Defeat  of  Quj'an- 
guay3  (  who  was  a  Chinefe  Rebel  that  had  given  him 
no  fmall  Trouble).  He  asked  us  in  what  Perfection 
Learning  was  in  Europe,  whether  any  new  Invention 
had  lately  been  made,  oranyconfiderableDifcovery. 
Then  he  fpoke  much  of  the  Honours  the  Emperor 
defigned  to  pay  to  the  Memory  of  Father  Verhkfi, 
for  whom  His  Majefty  had  a  particular  Affe&ion. 
That  Name,  Madam ,  cannot  be  unknown  to  you, 
and  you  are  too  much  concern’d  in  what  relates  to 
the  Eaftern  Church,  to  be  ignorant  ofherLofs  in 
that  Illuftrious  Miffionary’s  Death. 

We  all  reply’d,  that  we  gratefully  acknowledg’d 
the  Emperor’s  Bounty,  but  that  among  the  Ceremo¬ 
nies  with  which  the  Chinefe  ufed  to  exprefs  their  Re- 
fpeft  for  their  deceafed  Friends,  there  were  f  >me 
which  feemed  to  difagree  with  the  Sanctity  of  our 
Religion.  How  ?  anfwered  he.  Do  you  oppofe  the 
Emperor’s  Will  ?  To  this  a  Father  returned,  My  Lord, 
P  3  Oar 
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Our  Lives  are  the  Emperor's,  he  may  take  them  aw  a] 
when  he  plcafes,  hut  nothing  in  the  World  ts  able  to  make 
ns  aha  the  leaf  tittle  of  our  Belief.  My  Orders,  faid 
he,  are  not  to  difpute  it  with  you,  hut  to  ask  you  for  the 
Tetition,  which,  according  to  Cttftom ,  you  are  to 
prefent  to  him  upon  this  Occafion.  The  Emperor,  hy  an 
mprefidented  Goodnefs,  would  gladly  perufe  and  correB  it 
himjelf  if  it  flsottld  need  any  amendment :  But  he  commands 
you  to  keep  this  Favour  fecret. 

All  that  is  prefented  to  the  Emperor ,  ought  - to 
be  indited  in  Terms  fo  nicely  conformable  to  the 
.  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Country,  in  refpedt  of  his 
Quality  who  fpeaks,  and  of  theBufinefs  he  treats  of, 
that  the  penning  of  it  is  no  little  trouble,'  efpecially 
for  a  Stranger.  An  improper  Expreffion,  a  Word, 
nay  a  Letter  mifplaced,  is  fufficient  to  undo  a  Man¬ 
darins,  and  feveral  have  loft  their  Places  for  being 
guilty  of  the  like  Faults,  either  thro’  Inadvertency 
or  Ignorance.  '  The  Emperor,  well  skill’d  in  all  thefe 
Formalities,  queftion’d  our  Capacity  in  that  refpedt, 
and  would  truft  no  body  but  himfelf;  fo  that  by  an 
incredible  Goodnefs  he  took  the  pains  to  compofe  it, 
that  it  might  ftand  the  moft  critical  Examination. 

Some  Days  after,  the  fame  Gentleman  came  with 
feveral  new  Queries.  He  enquired  particularly  into 
the  Motives  of  the  late  Dutch  War,  and  into  the 
famous  railage  of  the  Rhine.  For  in  truth,  faid  he, 
whr.t  has  been  told  the  Emperor  is  net  to  he  believed. 
Ttrhaps  the  River  is  neither  fo  broad,  fo  deep,  nor  fo  ra¬ 
pid  as  is  reported ;  and,  perhaps,  the  Dutch  had  form  l 
private  Reafsr.s  not  to  oppofe  your  King  s  Conquefts  with 
mere  vigour. 

Then,  .Madam,  did  we  wifh  for  a  more  perfect 
Knowledge  of  ids  Language,  that  we  might  repre- 
fent  to  him  the  great  Soul,  the  good  Fortune,  and 
the  unfhaken  Valour  of  Lewis  the  Great,  to  vvhofe 
Soldiers  nothing  is  impoffible  while  they  fight  in 
his 
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|  his  View,  and  are  animated  by  his  Example.  The 
[Father,  who  was  our  Interpreter,  told  him  however, 
las  much  as  would  perfuade  him,  that  none  but  fuch 
[a  Hero  could  frame  and  carry  on  the  like  En- 
I  terprifes :  He  was  aftonifh’d  at  our  recital  of  them, 
land  rofe  immediately  to  go  and  report  it  to  his 
!  Prince. 

As  he  was  going  out  he  turned  to  us,  faying, 
Gentlemen,  All  I  have  heard  is  indeed  wonderful,  but 
what  mj  Eyes  behold  feems  no  lefs  furprizing:  Who 
could  think  that  thefe  Fathers  who  have  dwelt  here  fo 
long,  who  are  of  a  different  Nation,  and  never  [aw  you 
bfore,  jliould  look  )on  you  as  their  Brethren  ;  that  you 
Jliottld  treat  them  like  yours,  and  that  you  jhould  be  as 
kind  to  each  other,  as  if  you  had  been  acquainted  all 
your  Lives.  1  really  am  extreamly  taken  with  Cha¬ 
rity,  a?td  can  no  longer  doubt  the  trath  ef  what  you  pro- 
fefs.  So  open  a  Confeffion  might  give  us  fome  hopes, 
that  He  was  not  far  from  the  Kingdom  of  God :  It  is 
true  he  believed,  but  alas,  of  what  ufe  is  that  Belief, 
when  we- have  not  the  Courage  to  .aft  accordingly, 
but  toinhance  our  Guilt. 

If  we  had  come  thither  Incognito,  the  Mandarins 
would  have  had  nothing  to  fay  to  us  j  but  it  be¬ 
ing  in  purfuance  of  an  Order  from  the  Upon, 
which,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  is  one  of  the  mod 
noted  Courts  of  Juftice  in  the  Empire,  the  Viceroy 
of  the  Province  we  came  from,  remitted  us  into 
their  Hands,  and  we  were,  according  to  Cuftom, 
to  be  delivered  up  by  them  to  their  Sovereign. 
Wherefore  as  foon  as  the  Morning  ended,  and  they 
had  leave  to  fit ,  we  were  fummoned  before  them, 
with  Orders  to  carry  thither  all  our  Mathematical 
Machines  and  Inftruments,  of  which  they  already 
had  an  Inventory. 

The  Emperor,  who  would  not  have  us  do  any 
thing  without  his  Advice,  was  acquainted  with  it, 
D  4  and 
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and  fent  us  word  it  was  not  fitting  we  Ihould  fliew 
our  Inftruments,  and  that  we  might,  if  we  thought 
fit,  decline  making  a  Perfonai  Appearance.  We 
went  thither  however,  being  feveral  times  invited 
in  a  moft  obliging  manner,  and  not  judging  it  con¬ 
venient  by  a  blunt  Refufal  to  offend  fo  considerable 
a  Body,  which  befides  was  our  Judge,  and  already 
but  too  great  an  Enemy  to  our  Religion. 

Some  Mandarins  deputed  by  their  Prefident  for 
that  purpofe,  made  us  a  very  civil  Reception ;  They 
defired  us  to  fit  down,  and  prefented  us  with  fome 
Tea  before  they  had  drunk  any  themfelves ;  a  Re¬ 
flect  they  do  not  pay  even  to  Ambalfadors,  as  Fa¬ 
ther  Pereira ,  a  Portngueze,  affured  Us,  who  had  been 
prcfent  at  an  Audience  they  had  lately  given  to 
thofe  of  Portugal. 

This  Vifit  was  indeed  but  for  Form’s  fake,  to  the 
end  they  might  inform  the  Emperor  of  our  being 
fafely  arrived  to- Town,  according  to  His  Majefty’s 
Commands.  So  that  after  fome  Complements  on 
each  fide,  we  were  defired  to  attend  the  next  Day 
at  the  Palace,  when  they  would  difcharge  us. 

We  went  thither  accordingly  at  the  appointed 
time,  and  having  ffaid  during  fome  Hours  in  a  large 
Court,  where  the  Mandarins  ufually  wait,  who  have 
any  bufinefs  there  ;  their  Prefident  or  Chief  Ju- 
ftice,  brought  us  the  Anfwer  to  an  Addrefs  he  had 
according  to  Cuftom  prefented  on  our  Account. 
This  Anfwer  was  written  on  a  fmall  varnifhed 
board,  wrapped  up  in  a  piece  of  Yellow  TafFety: 
The  Contents  were,  That  we  might  ufe  our  Ltftru- 
fxtnts,  and  fettle  in  what  fart  of  the  Empire  we  plcafed , 
according  to  the  firfi  Orders  from  Court,  when  we  were 
Jem  fir  thither.  And  that  in  the  mean  while,  the  Lipou 
would  deliver  us  up  to  the  other  Fathers,  who  were  to  in¬ 
troduce'  us  into  the  Emperor  s  Prefence,  when  His  Majefy 
ficuld  think  ft. 

Vet 
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Yet  that  Prince’s  Intentions  were  not  that  we 
Ihould  leave  Fekin,  but  on  the  contrary,  he  would 
have  kept  us  all  there,  and  lodg’d  us  in  his  Palace. 
He  had  expreffed  himfelf  fo  clearly  on  that  point, 
that  we  had  need  of  all  the  Intereft  and  Dexterity  of 
Father  Pereira ,  to  divert  the  Storm.  That  Father, 
who  was  then  Superiour  of  all  the  Miffionaries, 
moved  with  Companion,  that  fo  many  Vineyards 
were  ruined  for  want  of  Husbandmen,  judged  we 
might  be  moreufeful  in  the  Country.  Fie  knew 
befides  what  an  averfion  we  had  to  a  Courtier’s  Life, 
which  he  might  eafily  learn  from  our  continual  Com¬ 
plaints  againft  it. 

Thefe,  and  feveral  other  Ileafons  induced  him  to 
intreat  the  Emperor  that  he  would  not  oppofe  it, 
and  his  Zeal  infpired  him  with  fuch  effectual  Me¬ 
thods,  that  the  good  Prince  at  laft  confented :  But, 
laid  he,  it  Jhall  be  on  condition  -we  divide  the  Spoil?  I’ll 
take  two  at  jour  choice,  and  you  fball  difpofe  of  the  other  three  * 
What  can  you  fay  againfi  this,  I  tjuityou  the  better  half? 

We  had  not  yet  had  the  Honour  to  attend  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty,  for  the  Formalities  I  laft  mention’d 
were  to  precede  our  Audience :  But  the  Upon  had 
fcarce  delivered  up  their  Charge*  when  two  Eunuchs 
came  to  the  College  to  warn  the  Superiour,  that  he 
Ihould  attend  with  his  Brethren  in  a  Court  of  the 
Palace  which  was  appointed.  We  were  inftruaed 
in  the  Ceremonies  ufual  on  fuch  Occafions,  which 
was  done  with  little  trouble,  being  already  half 
lick’d  into  a  Chinefe  Form. 

Firft  then,  We  were  carried  in  Chairs  to  the  firft 
Gate,  whence  we  went  on  Foot  thro’  eight  Courts 
of  a  prodigious  length,  built  round  with  Lodgings  of 
different  Architecture,  but  all  very  ordinary,  except 

tofe  large  fquare  Buildings  over  the  Arches  thro’ 
hich  we  paffed  from  one  Court  to  another  Thofe 
indeed  were  ftately,  being  of  an  extraordinary  thick- 
nefs, 
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nefs  and  proportionable  in  breadth  and  heighth, 
and  built  with  fair  white  Marble,  but  which  was 
worn  rough  thro’  Age.  Thro’  one  of  thefe  Courts 
ran  a  finall  Rivulet,  over  which  were  laid  feveral 
little  Bridges  of  the  fame  Marble,  but  of  a  whiter 
Colour  and  better  Workmanlhip. 

It  were  hard,  Madam ,  to  defeend  into  Particulars, 
and  give  you  a  pleafing  Defcription  of  that  Palace, 
becaufe  its  Beauty  does  not  confift  fo  much  in  being 
compofed  of  feveral  curious  Pieces  of  Architecture, 
as  in  a  prodigious  quantity  of  Buildings :  And  an 
infinite  number  of  adjoyning  Courts  and  Gardens 
which  are  all  regularly  difpofed,  and  in  the  whole 
make  a  Palace  really  Great,  and  worthy  of  the 
Monarch  who  inhabits  it. 

The  only  thing  which  furprized  me,  and  feemed 
Angular  in  its  kind,  is  the  Emperor’s  Throne.  The 
belt  Defcription  of  it,  which  my  Memory  will  af¬ 
ford  me,  is  this :  In  the  midft  of  one  of  thofe  great 
Courts  ftands  a  fquare  Balls  or  folid  Building,  of  an 
extraordinary  bignefs,  whofe  top  is  adorned  with  a 
Baluftrade,much  after  ourfalhion;  thisfupports  ano¬ 
ther  like  unto  it,  but  framed  Taper-wife,  over  which 
are  placed  three  more,  ftiil  lofing  in  bulk  as  they 
gain  in  heighth.  Upon  the  uppermolt  is  built  a 
large  Hall,  whofe  Roof  being  covered  with  gilt 
Tiles,  is  born  by  the  four  Walls,  and  has  many 
rows  of  varnilh’d  Pillars,  between  which  is  feated 
the  Throne. 

Thefe  vaft  Bafes^  with  their  Baluftrades  made  of 
White  Marble,  and  thus  difpofed  Amphitheater- wife, 
when  t'ne  Sun  fhines,  dazle  the  Eyes  of  the  Beholder, 
with  the  luftre  and  fplendor  of  the  Gold  and  Var- 
-nilh,  and  afford  a,  moft  beautiful  Profpedi,  efpeci- 
ally  fince  they  are  placed  in  the  midft  of  a  fpacious 
Court,  and  furrounded  by  four  ftately  rows  of  Build* 
ing :  So  that  were  its  Beauty  inhanced  by  theOrna- 
.  ,  ments 
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,and  raised vponfne  hoses  of  White  Marble .  >  * 
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;  snents  our  Modern  Architecture,  and  by  that  No¬ 
ble  Simplicity  which  is  fo  much  valued  in  our  Build¬ 
ings,  it  would  doubtlefs  be  as  magnificent  a  Throne 
as  ever  was  raifed  by  Art. 

After  a  quarter  of  an  Hour’s  walk,  we  at  length 
came  to  the  Emperor’s  Apartment.  The  Entrance 
was  not  very  fplendid,  but  the  Anti-chamber  was  a- 
dorned  with  Sculptures,  Gildings,  and  Marble,  whofe 
Neatnefsand  Workmahfhip  were  more  valuable  than 
the  Richnefs  of  the  Stuff.  As  for  the  Prefence  Cham¬ 
ber,  the  fecond  Mourning  not  being  over,  it  was 
{fill  difrobed  of  all  its  Ornaments,  and  could  boaft 
of  none  but  the  Sovereign’s  Perfon,  who  fate  after 
the  Tartars  Cuftom,  on  a  Table  or  Sopha,  raifed 
three  Feet  from  the  Ground,  and  covered  with  a  plain 
white  Carpet,  which  took  up  the  whole  breadth  of 
the  Room.  There  lay  by  him  fome  Books,  Ink,  and 
Pencils;  he  wascloathed  with  a  black  Satin  Veil, 
furred  with  Sable ;  and  a  row  of  young  Eunuchs 
plainly  habited,  and  unarmed,  Rood  on  each  Hand 
clofe  legged,  and  with  their  Arms  extended  down¬ 
wards  along  their  fides;  which  is  looked  upon  there 
as  the  moll  refpectful  Pofture. 

In  that  State,  the  moil  model!  that  even  a  private 
Man  could  have  appear'd  in,  did  hechufe  to  be  feen 
by  us,  defiring  we  Ihould  obferve  his  Dutifulnefs  to 
the  Emprefs  his  departed  Mother,  and  the  Grief  he 
conceived  at  her  Death,  rather  than  the  State  and 
Grandeur  he  is  ufually  attended  with. 

Being  come  to  the  Door,  we  haftned  with  no  little 
fpeed  (for  fuch  is  the  Cuilom)  till  we  came  to  the 
end  of  the  Chamber  oppofite  to  the  Emperor. 
Then  all  abreall  we  flood  fome  time  in  the  fame 
Pofture  the  Eunuchs  were  in. 

Next  we  fell  on  our  Knees,and  having  joyned  our 
Hands,  and  lifted  them  up  to  our  Heads,  fo  that  our 
Arms  and  Elbows  were  at  the  fame  height, we  bowed 
thrice 
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thrice  to  the  Ground,  and  then  flood  again  as  before: 
The  fame  Proftration  was  repeated  a  fecond  time,  and 
again  a  third, when  we  were  order'd  to  come  forward, 
and  kneel  before  His  Majefty. 

The  gracious  Prince,  whofe  Condefcenfion  I  can¬ 
not  enough  admire,  having  enquired  of  us  of  the 
Grandeur  and  prefent  State  of  France ,  the  length  and 
dangers  of  our  Voyage,  and  the  manner  of  our 
Treatment  by  the  Mandarins:  Well,  faid  he,  fee  if  I 
can  add  any  nm  Favour  to  thofe  I  have  already  conferred 
upon  you.  Is  there  any  thing  you  mould  defire  of  me  ?  you 
may  freely  ask  it.  We  returned  him  humble  Thanks, 
and  begg'd  he  would  permit  us,  as  a  token  of  our 
iincere  Gratitude,  to  lift  up  each  day  of  our  Lives  our  j 
Hands  to  Heaven,  to  procure  to  his  Royal  Perfon, 
and  to  his  Empire,  the  buffing  of  the  True  God,  who 
alone  can  make  Princes  really  happy. 

He  feemed  well  fatisfied  with  our  Anfwer,  and 
permitted  us  to  withdraw,  which  is  performed  with¬ 
out  any  Ceremony.  The  great  Refpeft  and  Dread 
which  the  Prefence  of  the  moft  Potent  Monarch  in 
Afia  infpired  us  with,  did  not  yet  awe  us  fo  far,  but 
that  we  took  a  full  view  of  his  Perfon.  Indeed, 
leaft  our  too  great  freedom  herein  fliould  prove  a 
Crime  (  for  in  what  concerns  the  Emperor  of  China, 
the  leaft  Miftake  is  fuch  )  we  had  firft  obtain’d  his 
leave. 

He  was  fomething  above  the  middle  Stature,  more 
Corpulent  than  what  in  Europe  we  reckon  handfome; 
yet  fomewhat  more  {lender  than  a  Chinefe  would  wilh 
to  be,  full  Vifag’d,  disfigur’d  with  the  Small  Pox, 
had  broad  Fore-head,  little  Eyes,  and  a  fmall  Nofe 
after  the  Chinefe  Falhion ;  his  Mouth  was  well  made, 
and  the  lower  part  of  his  Face  very  agreeable.  In  fine, 
tho:  he  bears  no  great  Majefty  in  his  Looks,  yet  they 
Ihew  a  undance  of  good  Nature,  yet  his  Ways  and 
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Aftion  have  fomething  of  the  Prince  in  them,  and 
Jhew  him  to  be  fuch. 

From  his  Apartment  we  went  into  another,  where 
a  Mandarine  treated  us  with  Tea ,  and  prefented  us 
as  from  the  Emperor,  with  about  a  hundred  Piftols. 
The  Giftfeemed  but  mean,  confidering  whom  it 
came  from,  but  was  very  confiderable  in  refpedt  to 
the  Cuftom  of  China ,  where  it  is  the  Maxim  of  all 
Great  Perfons  to  take  as  much,  and  give  as  little  as 
they  can.  On  the  other  hand,  he  loaded  us  with 
Honours,  and  ordered  one  of  his  Officers  to  wait  on 
us  to  our  Houfe. 

I  confefs,  Madam,  that  a  Man  muft  be  wholly  in- 
fenfible  to  all  the  Concerns  of  this  World,  not  to  be 
moved  with  a  fecret  Complacency,  at  the  having 
fuch  RefpeA  paid  him  by  one  of  the  miglnieft  Prin¬ 
ces  in  the  World.  But  one  muft  not  judge  of  us  on 
that  account,  by  what  is  ufual  with  the  Men  of  this 
World,  in  the  like  Occafions. 

The  trueft  Caufe  of  the  Pleafure  we  receive  from 
the  Favour  of  Princes,  is  Self-Intereft.  It  is  well 
known,  that  their  Carefles  are  ever  beneficial  j  and  a 
Courtier  would  never  be  fo  over-joyful  at  a  kind 
Look  or  Expreffion  from  his  King,  if  he  did  not  ex- 

Jieft  forne  more  folid  Bounties  would  follow  :  But  as 
or  us,  whom  our  Vows  and  Millions  forbid  to  have 
fuch  hopes,  we  look  unconcernedly  on  all  this 
World  ;  fo  that  part  of  it  can  never  move  or  con¬ 
cern  us. 

It  is  true,  God  is  fometimes  well  pleafed  to  fee 
Religion  refpected  in  the  Perfons  of  his  Minifters : 
He  often  ufes  thofe  Methods  to  ftrengthen  the  Faith  of 
New  Converts,  who  need  fuch  natural  Supports  to 
fortifie  them  againft  Trials  and  Temptations  $  nay,  it 
breeds  even  in  the  Gentiles  a  difpofition  to  embrace 
Chriftianity.  Thefe  thoughts  made  us  take  more 
delight  in  thofe  Tokens  of  the  Emperor’s  Favour ; 

or 
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or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  made  us  find  them  left 
difagreeable. 

Your  Highnefs  is,  perhaps,  aftonithed  to  fee  the 
Sovereign  of  an  Idolatrous  Nation,  fo  openly  coun¬ 
tenance  our  Religion,  and  would  gladly  know  what 
Motives  had  induced  him  to  it.  His  Kindnefs  for 
fuch  Strangers  as  we,  proceeds,  doubtlefs,  from  the 
great  Efteem  he  has  long  fmce  had  for  theMiffionaria 
at  Veken.  Befides  the  commendation  of  their  Learn¬ 
ing,  he  has  always  found  them  tincere,  honeft)  very 
Zealous  and  Affectionate  to  him,  ever  ready  to  obey 
his  Will, where  their  Faith  did  notforbidthem,harm. 
lefs  to  a  degree,  he  never  could  give  over  admiring, 
and  ever  defirous  to  proclaim  the  True  God. 

He  is  above  all  fo  well  perfwaded,  that  this  is 
the  foie  End  of  all  their  Enterprizes,  that  he  takes 
a  fecret  Delight  in  contributing  to  the  Propagation 
of  the  Faith,  thinking  he  can  no  other  way  better 
recompence  thefe  Fathers  Earneftnefs  in  his  Ser¬ 
vice. 

And  fo  Father  Verbkfi,  on  his  Death-Bed,  wrote 
a  Letter  to  him,  in  part  of  which  he  thus  expreffed 
himfeif ;  Dread  Sir,  I  die  contented,  in  that  I  have  fpev! 
almoft  all  my  Life  in  year  Alajefty s  Service ;  But  1  l>$ 
yctrr  Aiajcfiy,  will  be  fleajed  to  remember  when  1  an  deal, 
that  my  (Duly  Aim,  in  what  I  did,  was,  to  gain  hi  tlx 
greatest  Monarch  of  the  East,  a  Protector  to  the  weft  H> 
ty  Religion  of  the  I  f  aid. 

Perhaps,  Madam,  you  may  have  feen  certain  Li¬ 
bels  (for  I  know  not  what  to  call  them  eife )  which 
reprefent  our  Society  as  a  fort  of  Men  poffeffed  with 
Avarice  and  Ambition,  who  undertake  thefe  long! 
and  painful  Travels,  only  to  enrich  themfelves  by  a1 
Sacrilegious  and  Scandalous  Traisick.  Your  High¬ 
nefs  may  expect  thatColumny,  (the  infeparable  Com¬ 
panion  of  a  Spirit  of  Sedition  and  Hereiie)  not  fii- 
tisfied  with  Perfecuting  our  Religion  in  Europe,  iheuid 
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come  even  to  the  utmoft  Parts  of  the  World,  to  Han¬ 
der  thofe  who  endeavour  to  fettle  it  there,  as  pure  as 
we  received  it  from  our  Fore-fathers ;  and  you  will 
not  be  forry  to  hear,  how  that  very  Idolatry  which 
we  deftroy,  cannot  forbear  witneffing  our  good  In¬ 
tentions,  and  that  if  China  faw  what  Pictures  are 
drawn  here  of  her  Miffionaries,  Ihe  would  hardly 
know  them.  But  it  is  not  before  your  Highnefs  they 
need  an  Advocate. 

Among  the  feveral  things  which  happened  then  at 
Tek'm,  nothing  was  more  Sorrowful,  and  at  once  more 
Honourable  to  us,  than  the  Funeral  of  Father  Ver- 
bkft,  which  his  Imperial  Majefty  had  ordered  to  be 
put  off  till  the  laft  Devoirs  had  been  paid  theEmprds 
Dowager.  Father  Thomas  a  Jefuit  has  defcribed  this 
Ceremony  at  large.  I  dare  hope  an  Extrad  of  what 
he  has  wrote  will  not  be  unwelcome  to  you,  both  be- 
caufe  it  will  give  you  fome  inlight  into  their  Cuftoms 
on  the  like  Occalions,  and  that  you  will  thereby 
grow  better  acquainted  with  a  Man  whom  his  Me¬ 
rit  has  made  known  to  all  the  World.  Be  pleafed 
then  to  accept  of  it  as  follows. 

It  feemed  good  to  Divine  Wifdom,  to  take  to 
himfelffrom  this  Mortal  Life,  Father  Ferdinanlo  Ver- 
biefi,  a  Firming,  and  to  bellow  on  him  the  Recom- 
pence  of  Saints.  Our  Miffionaries  Affedion  cannot 
eafily  be  expreffed,  but  much  harder  would  it  be 
to  reckon  by  how  many  exemplar  Vertues,  and 
conliderable  Services  he  has  merited  their  Efteem 
and  Gratitude. 

Befides  ffiveral  other  good  Qualities,  theGreatnefs 
of  his  Soul  is  particularly  to  be  admired,  which  has 
never  failed  him  in  the  moll  cruel  Perfections,  f» 
that  he  was  ever  Triumphant  over  the  Enemies  of 
the  Faith!  The  Survey  of  the  Mathematicks  was  at 
firll  proffered  him,  which  Dignity  he  accepted  of, 
ia 
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in  hopes  it  would  enable  him  to  fet  on  foot  our  Milt 
ons,  which  were  then  wholly  laid  afide. 

He  obtained  a  Toleration  for  Evangelical  Pallor: 
who  after  a  long  Banilhment,  had  their  Ghurch; 
reltored  them.  He  (tilled  fome  Perfections  in  the 
Birth,  and  others  he  prevented,  which  threatna 
the  tender  Flocks.  The  Mandarines  nofooner  kne» 
him,  but  they  had  a  refped  for  him  ;  and  the  Em 
peror  entertained  fo  good  an  Opinion  of  his  Capa 
city,  that  he  kept  him  above  a  quarter  of  a  Ye;; 
near  his  Perfon,  and  during  that  time,  fpent  thra 
or  four  Hours  every  Day  with  him  in  private,  dif 
courfing  of  feveral  Sciences,  efpecially  Mathema 
ticks. 

In  thefe  Converfations  our  zealous  Mifftonary  en¬ 
deavour’d  to  bring  him  into  a  liking  of  our  Religi¬ 
on  :  He  would  explain  to  him  its  mod  ftupendioui 
Myfteries,  and  made  him  obferve  its  Holinefs,  is 
Truth  and  Necefltty;  infomuch,  that  the  Emperor 
ftruck  with  his  powerful  Arguments,  often  owned, 
That  he  believed  aGod.:  His  Ma  jelly  allured  him  of  it, 
by  a  Writing  under  his  own  Eland,  wherein  he  faid, 
among  other  things,  That  all  the  Religions  of  his  Empin 
feemed  to  him  Vain  and  Superflitiom,  that  the  Idols  win 
nothing,  and  that  heforefaw  Christianity  would  one  isji 
be  built  on  their  Ruins.  A  Chincfe  Doctor  having  in  ons 
of  his  Books  taken  the  liberty  to  place  the  Chrillian 
Religion  among  the  feveral  Herelies  China  was  infect¬ 
ed  with,  the  Emperor  upon  the  Father’s  Complaint, 
ftruck  out  thofe  Lines  himfelf,  telling  him  the  whols 
Empire  Ihould  know  what  he  had  done. 

Father  Vtrbhfi s  Intereft  was  fuch,  that  at  his  In- 
ftigation  the  old  Inftruments  which  ftood  on  the 
Platform  of  the  Obfervatory  were  pulled  down,  to 
make  room  for  new  ones  of  his  contriving.  He 
gave  directions  for  the  Calling  of  BrafsGuns,  which 
laved  the  States  from  Ruine.  He  applied  himfelf  to 
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feveral  other  Works,  to  ferve  the  Publick,  or  fatisfie 
the  Emperor’s  Curiofity  j  and  one  may  fay,  that  on 
this  laft  Account,  he  has  fearched  into  the  moft  rare 
and  ingenious  Inventions  that  Arts  and  Sciences 
have  ever  offered  us. 

The  whole  Court  looked  upon  him  as  the  wifeft 
Man  of  his  Age,  but  above  all,  was  charmed  with 
his  Modefty.  It  is  true,  no  Man  ever  was  more 
Mild  and  Tradable  than  he  ;  humbling  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  every  one,  while  every  one  ftrove  to  exalt  him  : 
Infenfible  to  all  the  Things  of  this  World,  except 
where  Religion  was  concerned ;  for  then  he  was  no 
more  the  fame  Man, and  as  tho’  he  had  been  animated 
by  a  new  Spirit,  his  Looks,  his  Words,  his  Adions, 
all  wereGrcat,  and  becoming  a  Chriftian  Hero.  The 
very  Emperor  dreaded  him  at  fuch  times,  and  was 
not  ealily  perfwaded  to  admit  him  into  his  Prefence; 
He  will  fly  out,  would  he  fay,  into  fome  Undecency, 
which  I  muTl  be  forced,  tho  unwillingly,  to  refent. 

This  Holy  Boldnefs  proceeded  from  a  lively  Faith, 
and  a  great  Confidence  in  God.  He  defpaired  of 
nothing,  though  humanly  impoflible ;  and  would 
often  fay.  We  mufi  never  forget  Two  of  the  Chief  Max¬ 
ims  of  Christian  M  reality :  Firf,  That  let  our  Projects 
be  never  fo  well  laid,  they  will  certainly  fall  if  God  leaves 
us  to  our  own  Wifdorp.  Secondly,  That  it  were  in  vain 
the  whole  Univerfe  fliould  arm  it  felf  to  defray  the  Work 
of  God ;  nothing  is  powerful  again}}  the  Almighty ,  and 
every  thing  projpers  that  Heaven  approves  of.  So  he  ne¬ 
ver  entred  on  any  Enterprife  without  imploring  its 
Help,  tho’ however  he' left  no  Means  untried  that 
Reafon  and  Chriftian  Prudence  offer’d  him. 

Thus  did  his  Zeal  each  Day  increafe  in  Strength 
and  Purity :  The  Eftablilhment  of  our  Faith  wholly 
employed  his  Thoughts,  and  whatever  Occupation 
elfe  he  was  put  upon,  proved  a  Torment  to  him. 
He  avoided  all  idle  Viiits  and  Converfations,and  could 
E  not 
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not  endure  to  fee  People  finely  only  for  Curiofities  1 
fake :  He  never  fo  much  as  read  the  News  that  came  si 
from  Europe,  which  at  fuch  aDiftance  we  are  ufually 
io  greedy  of ;  only  he  would  hear  the  chief  Heads, 
provided  you  will  fpeak  them  in  a  few  Words.  He 
would  fpend  whole  Days  and  Nights  in  writing  Let¬ 
ters  of  Confoiation,  Infirudtion,  or  Recommendation 
for'theMiffionariesj  in  compofing  divers  Works  for 
the  Emperor  or  Chief  Lords  at  his  Court ;  and  in 
compiling  the  Kalendar,  calculating  with  an  indefa¬ 
tigable  Induftry,  the  Motion  of  the  Stars  for  every 
Year. 

This,  and  the  Care  of  all  the  Churches,  fo  impaired 
his  Strength,  that  in  fpight  of  the  firength  of  his 
Conlfitution,  he  fell  at  lafi  into  a  kind  of  Confunv 
ption,  which  yet  did  not  hinder  his  framing  great 
Defigns  for  the  Advancement  of  his  Religion.  He 
had  taken  fuch  exact  Meafures  for  the  fettling  of  it  in 
the  moft  remote  Parts  of  China,  in  the  Eaftern  Tar- 
m>y,and  even  in  the  Kingdom  of  Kovia  j  that  nothing 
but  his  Death  could  have  prevented  the  execution  of 
fo  well  contriv’d  a  Project. 

Nor  is  his  Character  as  a  Private  Perfon  lefsllluftri- 
ous.  For  at  his  firft  Admittance  into  our  Order  he 
was  a  true  Monk,  ftriet  in  the  Performance  of  its 
Rules,  very  obfervant  to  his  Superiours,  and  loving* 
Study  and  Retirement  above  all  things  which  he  per- 
lifted  in,  even  among  the  multitude  of  Bufinefs,  in 
the  midft  of  which  he  would  be  as  fedate  as  a  Her¬ 
mit  in  his  Cel!. 

His  Confcience  wa?  nice  to  extremity,  fo  that  no 
Man  could  take  more  care  than  he  did  to  be  always 
ready  to  make  his  Appearance  before  him  who  can 
efpy  Faults  even  in  Saints  and  Angels.  To  preferve 
his  Innocence,  he  never  went  out  without  a  fevere 
Cilice  or  an  Iron  Chain,  and  ufed  to  fay,  It  was  a 
Shame  for  ajefuit  to  be  clothed  in  Sliks,  and  in  the 
LiverJ 
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Livery  of  the  World,  and  not  to  wear  the  Livery  of 
Chrift. 

His  Soul  was  naturally  great,  and  when  others  Ne- 
ceffities  wanted  a  Supply,  his  Charity  was  boundlefs. 
But  he  was  hard-hearted  to  himfelf,  courting  Pover¬ 
ty  even  in  Plenty,  to  that  Degree,  that  the  Emperor 
who  took  great  Notice  of  him,  often  fent  him  Stuff 
with  exprefs  Orders  to  wear  it,  and  be  morefumptu- 
ous  in  his  Apparel.  His  Bed,  Table,  and  Furniture 
were  indeed  too  mean  for.  a  Mandarine ;  but  he  ever 
preferred  his  Station  in  the  Church  before  that  in  the 
State.  He  has  often  protefted,  he  would  never  have 
accepted  of  that  Office,  had  he  not  hoped  by  Teem¬ 
ing  to  the  Gentiles  the  Head  of  the  Chriftians,  to 
have  thereby  born  all  their  Envy,  and  been  themoft 
expofed  to  their  Malice,  and  the  firft  facrificed  in 
cafe  of  Perfection. 

This  Hope  made  him  be  fatisfied  with  his  Condi¬ 
tion,  and  his  Writings  expreffedfuch  an  ardent  defire 
of  dying  for  Jefm  Chrift,  that  nothing  but  Martyrdom 
was  wanting  to  his  being  a  Martyr ;  yet  he  might  in 
fome  meafure  be  reckon’d  fuch,  fince  he  begg’d  it  of 
God  with  that  groaning  of  Spirit,  which  is  a  conti¬ 
nual  Suffering  to  thofe  that  cannot  obtain  it,  Reckon 
me,  0  Lord,  did  he  often  cry  out,  among  thofe  who  have 
defired,  hut  never  could  fed  their  Blood  for  thee.  T  have, 
indeed,  neither  their  Innocencj,  their  Vertue,  nor  their  Cou¬ 
rage,  hut  thou  may  si  apply  their  Merits  to  me,  and  ( which 
will  make  me  much  more  agreeable  in  thy  fight )  thou  canfi 
cloath  me  with  thy  own.  Linder  that  Veil  of  thine  Infinite 
Mercy ,  1  dare  offer  my  life  as  a  Sacrifice  to  thee.  I  have 
been  fo  happy  as  to  confefs  thy  Holy  Name  among  the  Feople, 
at  Court,  before  the  "Tribunals ,  under  the  weight  of  Irons , 
and  in  the  Darknefs  of  Frifons,  but  what  will  this  Confef- 
fiton  avail  me,  unlefsfigned  with  my  Blood? 

Full  of  thefe  exalted  Thoughts,  and  already  Ripe 
for  Heaven,  by  the  Pra&ife  of  every  Chriftian  Ver- 
E  2  tue, 
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tue,  he  was  ieiz’d  with  a  Sicknefs,  of  which  he  died.  1 
It  began  with  a  Faintnefs  and  an  univerfal  Decay  of 
Nature,  which  grew  into  a  Confumption.  The  Em¬ 
peror’s  Phyficians  kept  him  up  fome  time  with  the 
help  of  Phyfick,  efpecially  Cordials,  in  which  the 
Chinefe  have  a  wonderful  Succefs ;  but  his  Fever  in- 
creafing,  Art  at  length  was  forc’d  to  yield  to  Nature. 
He  received  the  Sacraments  with  a  Zeal  that  infla¬ 
med  all  that  were  prefent ;  and  when  he  yielded  up 
the  Ghoft,  they  were  equally  (truck  with  Devotion 
and  Sorrow. 

The  Emperor,  who  the  Day  before  had  loft  the 
Emprefs  his  Mother, felt  a  double  Grief  when  he  heard 
the  News.  He  ordered  the  Burial  to  be  put  off  till 
the  Court  went  out  of  deep  Mourning.;  and  then 
he  fent  Two  Lords  of  the  higheft  Quality  to  pay  him 
on  his  behalf  the  fame  Devoirs  which  Private  Men 
ufually  pay  to  their  Dead.  They  kneeled  before  the 
Coffin,  whichwasexpofedinaHall,  bowed  feveral 
times,  remaining  a  long  while  with  their  Faces  to  the 
Ground,  and  wept  and  groaned  heavily,  for  that  is 
the  Cuftom.  Then  after  thofe,and  feveral  other  Ex- 
preffions  of  their  Sorrow,  they  read  aloud  his  Enco¬ 
mium, which  theEmperor  himfelf  had  compofed,  and 
which  was  to  be  fet  up  near  the  Corps.  It  runs  thus: 

We  ferioufly  confider  within  our  [elves,  that  Father  Fer- 
dinando  Verbieft,  has  of  his  own  goodwill,  left  Europe 
to  come  into  our  Dominions,  and  has  font  the  greatefi  fart 
of  his  Life  in  our  Service ;  we  muft  fay  this  for  him , 
“That -during  all  the  time  that  he  took  Care  of  the  Mathema- 
ticks,  his  FrediBions  never  failed,  but  always  agreed  with 
the  Motions  of  the  Heavens .  Beftdes  far  from  negleBing 
our  Orders,  he  has  ever  approved  himfelf  ExaB,  Diligent, 
Faithful,  Uunalterable ,  and  Confiant  in  bis  Labour,  till  he 
lad  fin fhed  his  Work.  As  foon  as  we  heard  of  his  Sick¬ 
nefs,  we  fent  him  our  Vhyficitm,  and  when  we  knew  that 
a  dead  Sleep  had  taken  him  away  from  us,  our  Heart  was 
wounded 
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wounded  weth  a  lively  Grief.  We  give  two  Hundred 
Golden  Crowns,  and  feme  Pieces  of  Silk  as  a  Contribution 
to  the  Charge  of  his  Funeral:  And  it  is  our  Pleafure,  that 
this  Declaration  bear  Witnefs  of  the  fincere  AffeBion  we 
bore  him. 

The  Prime  Mandarins  and  feveral  Lords  at  Court 
followed  their  Sovereign’s  Example.  Some  wrote 
Speeches  in  his  Praife  on  large  pieces  of  Satan ; 
which  were  hung  up  in  the  Hall  where  the  Body 
lay  in  State ;  others  fent  in  Prefents,  and  all.  mourn¬ 
ed  for  his  Lofs.  At  length  the  Day  for  his  Funeral, 
being  agreed  upon,  which  was  the  nth  of  March, 
1688.  every  body  was  willing  to  contribute  fome- 
thing  towards  the  Ceremony. 

The  Emperor  in  the  Morning  fent  his  Father-in- 
law,  who  is  alfo  his  Uncle,  with  one  of  the  chief 
Lords  of  his  Court,  attended  by  a  Gentleman  of  the 
Bed-chamber,  and  Five  Offers  of  his  Hoqftold,  to 
reprefent  his  Perfon;  wh-'  ..a  began  by  falling  down 
before'the  Corps,  and  wept  a  pretty  while  5  during 
which,  all  things  were  difpofed  for  the  Proceffion. 

The  College  is  fituated  near  the  South-Gate, 
whence  you  go  to  the  North  Gate,  by  a  Street  built 
in  a  ftrait  Line,  about  a  Hundred  Foot  broad,  and  a 
League  long,  which  toward  the  middle  is  croffed  by 
another  exa&ly  like  it,  one  end  of  which  leads  to  the 
Weftern  Gate,  being  within  Six  Hundred  Paces  of 
our  Burying  Place,  which  the  Emperor  Vanli  for¬ 
merly  bellowed  on  Father  Ricci,  but  was  taken  away 
during  the  late  Perfection,  and  not  reftored  till  now 
by  a  fpecial  Favour  from  the  prefent  Emperor.  Thro’ 
thefeTwo  Streets  the  Funeral  paffed,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Order. 

Firft  came  a  Trophy  Thirty  Foot  high,  varniflied 
over  with  Red,  on  which  was  written  in  large  Gol¬ 
den  Characters,  the  Name  and  Titles  of  Father  Vtr- 
biefi.  This  was,  as  it  were,  the  fore-runner  of  the 
E  3  enfu- 
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enfaing  Pomp, which  began  with  a  great  Crofs,hung 
with  Flags,  and  carried  between  Two  Rows  of  Chri¬ 
ftians,  all  cioathed  in  White,  holding  in  one  Hand  a 
lighted  Taper,  and  in  the  other  a  Handkerchief  to 
wipe  off  their  Tears.  The  Gentiles  are  ufed  on  fuch 
Solemnities  to  filed  feigned  Tears ;  but  the  Chrifti- 
ans  Lofs  made  them  Hied  real  ones.  Next,  fome  di- 
ftance  off,  followed  in  the  fame  Order  the  Picture 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  in  a  Frame,  round  which  were 
pieces  of  Silk  neatly  plated  in  feveral  manners,inftead 
of  Carving  ;  and  then  St.  Michael’ s  Reprefentation 
was  born  with  the  like  Ceremonies.  And  I  may  fay, 
that  the  Chriftians  who  walked  on  either  fide,  de¬ 
voutly  praying,  infpired  even  the  Heathen  with  a 
Veneration  for  thofe  precious  Tokens  of  our  Faith. 

Immediately  after  came  the  Father’s  Encomium 
of  the  Emperor’s  own  Compofing,  written  on  a 
large  piece  of  yellow  Sattin ;  a  Crowd  of  Chriftians 
furrounded  it,  and  Two  Rows  of  thofe  who  had 
been  invited,  followed  it  in  a  refpeCtful  manner.  At 
length  appeared  the  Corps,  in  a  Coffin  made  of  or¬ 
dinary  Wood,  but  varniili’d  and  gilt  after  the  man¬ 
ner  of  the  Country,  carried  by  Sixty  Bearers,  and 
attended  by  the  Miffionaries,  the  Deputies  from 
Court,  and  a  Throng  of  Lords  and  Mandarins ,  who 
clofed  up  the  Proceffion.  It  took  up  above  a  Thou- 
land  Paces,  the  Streets  all  the  way  were  lined  by  an 
infinite  number  of  Spectators,  who  with  amazement 
beheld  ourChriftian  Rites  triumphing,  even  in  their 
Capital  City,  over  Pagan  Superfiition. 

When  we  were  come  to  the  Burying  Place,  the 
Miffionaries  in  their  Surplices  read  the  Prayers  of  the 
Church  before  the  Mandarins,  The  Body  was  be- 
fprinkled  with  Holy  Water,  and  perfumed  with  In- 
cenfe  in  the  ufual  manner;  then  it  was  let  down  into 
a  very  deep  fquare  Vault,  enclofed  with  Four  good 
Brick  Walls.  It  was  like  a  Chamber  under  Ground 
and 
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^r.d3  in  the  Scripture  Phrafe,  became  to  him  an  Eva- 
lafiing  Habitation.  Having  pray’d  near  it  fome  time, 
we  remain’d  on  our  Knees  to  hear  what  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  Father-in-law-  had  to  fay  to  us ;  which  was  this : 
Father  Verbieft  has  been  con  ftder  ably  ferviceable  to  the 
Emperor  and  the  State ;  of  which  his  Imperial  Majcsly 
being  fenfble ,  has  [rat  me  with  thefe  Lords  to  make  a  Pub- 
lick  Acknowledgment  of  it  on  lus  behalf ,  that  all  the 
World  may  know  the  fingnlar  Affection  His  Majefiy  dul 
ever  bear  him  while  he  lived,  and  the  great  Grief  he  has . 
received  bp  his  Death. 

We  were  fo  moved  with  the  difmai  Ceremony, 
the  Chriftians  continual  Lamentations,our  own  great 
Lofs,  and  the  Emperor’s  furprifing  Bounty,  that  we 
were  not  able  to  reply.  Every  one  melted  into  Tears ; 
but  that  Prince,  who  expe&ed  another  Anfwer  from 
us,  was  obliged  to  prefs  us  for  it,  when  at  length, 
Father  Pereiva  thus  fpoke  on  our  Behalf :  My  Lord, 
our  Anguijhwas  not  fo.much  the  catffe  of  our  Silence,  as  the 
Emperor  s  unparallel’d  Goodnefs ;  for  what  can  we  fay  or 
think,  when  we  confider  that  fo  great  a.  Monarch  tijes  us 
who  are  Strangers,  Unknown,  Ujelefs,  and  perhaps  trou- 
blffometo  him, as  if  we  had  the  Honour  to  be  in  his  Service  ? 
Were  we  his  Children  he  could  not  love  us  more }  he  takes 
care  of  our  Health,  of  tur  Reputation,  of  our  Life :  He 
honours  our  very  Death  not  only  with  his  Elogies ,  his  Li¬ 
berality,  the  Prefence  of  the  mofi  noble  Lords  of  his  Court , 
but  ( which  never  can  enough  be  prized  )  by  his  Grief. 
What  Return,  my  Lord,  can  we  then  make,  not  to  fay  to 
all  his  Favours,  but  to  that  alone  which  your  Highncfs 
has  been  pleafed  to  deliver  ?  We  will  only  humbly  beg  y cur 
Grace  would  acquaint  his  Majefiy,  that  we  Weep  that  cur 
Tears  may  fiuw  the  Greatnefs  of  our  Sorrow,  but  that  we 
remain  filent,  becaufe  we  can  find  no  Words  fuff.cient  to  e:<- 
prefs  our  Gratitude. 

The- Emperor  was  informed  of  what  had  paffed, 
E  4  and 
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and  forne  Days  after  the  *  Chief 
*  whica  aiifmcrs  Court  of  Rites,  prefented  a  Petiti- 
braids. "  tg*  °  °n>  That  his  Majefty  would  fuffer 

them  to  Decree  fome  new  Honours 
to  that  illuftrious  Father’s  Memory.  The  Emperor 
not  only  granted  it,  but  willed  them  to  conlider, 
that  a  Stranger  of  fo  extraordinary  a  Merit,  was  not 
to  be  look’d  upon  as  an  ordinary  Man.  In  the  very 
firft  Meeting  they  ordered  Seven  Hundred  Golden 
Crowns  fhould  be  laid  out  on  a  Tomb  for  him,  and 
the  Encomium  which  the  Emperor  had  wrote  ihould 
be  engrav’d  on  a  Marble  Stone,  and  that  fome  Man¬ 
darins  fhould  be  once  more  deputed  to  pay  him  their 
!  laft  Devoirs  in  behalf  of  the  Empire.  Then  they 
dignified  him,  that  is,  gave  him  a  higher  Title  than 
any  he  had  enjoyed  during  his  Life. 

While  the  Emperor  was  paying  him  Honour  on 
Earth,  the  Holy  Father,  no  doubt,  prayed  for  him 
in  Heaven : .  For  it  is  very  obfervable,  that  that  Prince 
never  was  more  inquifitive  about  Religion,  than  at 
that  time.  He  fent  one  of  his  Gentlemen  every  Mi¬ 
nute  to  the  Fathers,  to  enquire  about  the  Condition 
of  Souls  in  the  other  World,  about  Heaven,  Hell, 
Purgatory,  the  Exigence  of  a  God,  his  Providence, 
and  the  means  neceffary  to  Salvation :  So  that  God 
feemed  to  move  his  Fleart  after  an  extraordinary  man¬ 
ner,  and  to  affed  it  with  that  Anxiety  which  ufually 
precedes  our  Converfion.  But  that  happy  Moment 
was  not  yet  come.  However,  who  knows  but  Fa¬ 
ther  VerbieJF s  Prayers,  and  the  Care  of  feveral  zea¬ 
lous  Miffionaries  who  have  fucceeded  him,  may  ha¬ 
sten  the  Execution  of  thofe  Defigns  which  Provi¬ 
dence  feems  to  have  on  that  great  Prince  ?  I  atn  molt 
refpeftfully.  Madam, 

TonrHighnefs  mott  humble , 
mofi  obedient  Servant, 

L.J. 

LET- 
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LETTER  III. 

to  His  Highnefs  the  Cardinal  f/Turflemberg. 

Of  the  Cities,  Houfes,  and  Chief  Buildings 
of  CHINA. 


My  Lord, 

AMONG  the  federal  Empires  into  which  the 
World  has  hitherto  been  divided,  that  of  Chi¬ 
na  has  ever  obtained  fo  confiderable  a  Place,  that  a 
Prince  cannot  be  wholly  ignorant  of  what  concerns 
it,  without  neglecting  a  point  of  Knowledge  necef- 
fary  for  thofe  in  his  Place  and  Condition. 

This,  My  Lord,  was  no  doubt,  the  Motive  that 
induced  your  Highnefs  to  enquire  fo  particularly 
into  the  State  of  that  Country,  and  to  defire  an 
exaCi  Account  of  the  Number  and  Bignefs  of  its 
Cities,  the  Multitude  of  its  Inhabitants,  the  Beauty 
of  its  Publick  Buildings,  and  Figure  of  its  Palaces. 

By  this  it  plainly  appears,  that  the  vaft  Genius  you 
have  for  Bufinefs/does  in  no  wife  lelfen  the  Acute- 
nefs  of  your  Judgment  in  the  fublimeil  Arts,  and 
efpecially  in  Architecture,  of  which,  the  molt  excel¬ 
lent  Works  raife  by  your  Directions  at  Modave,  Sa- 
verne,  Berni,  St.  Germans ,  and  above  all,  in  the  famous 
Cathedral  of  Strasfurg,  are  fo  many  Inftances. 

It  having  been  my  Bulinefs  to  run  over  all  China, 
where  in  Five  Years  time  I  have  travelled  above  Two 
Thoufand  Leagues,  I  can  perhaps  fatisfie  your  High¬ 
nefs  with  more  eafe  than  any  one  befides.  I  fhall 
therefore  prefent  you  with  a  Defcription  of  what 
feemed  to  me  moll  remarkable. 

Pekin,' that  is  the  North-Court,  is  the  chief  City 
of  China,  and  the  ufual  Seat  of  its  Emperors.  It  is  \ 
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fo  named  to  difiinguilh  it  from  Nankin,  the  South- 
Court, another  very  eonfiderable  City,  fo  called  from 
the  Emperor's  Reliding  there  in  former  Ages,  it  be¬ 
ing  the  fined,  the  rnofl  commodious,and  belt  fituated 
of  the  whole  Empire;  but  the  continual  Incurfions 
of  the  Tartars ,  a  Warlike  and  very  Troublefome 
Neighbour,  obliged  him  to  fettle  in  the  mod  Nor¬ 
therly  Provinces,  that  he  might  be  always  ready  to 
oppofe  them,  with  the  numerous  Army  he  ufually 
keeps  near  his  Court. 

Pekin  was  the  Place  fixed  upon,  being  fituate  in 
the  4c th  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude,  in  a  very 
Fertile  Plain,  and  not  far  from  the  Long  Wall.  Its 
Neighbourhood  to  the  Sea  on  the  Eafi,  and  the  great 
Canal  on  the  South,  afford  it  a  Communication  with 
feveral  fine  Provinces,  from  which  it  draws  moft  of 
its  Subfiftance. 

This  City,  which  is  of  an  exaft  fquare  Form,  was 
formerly  Four  long  Leagues  round,  but  the  Tartan 
fettling  there,  forced  the  Chinefe  to  live  without  the 
Walls,  where  they  in  a  very  Ihort  while  built  a  new 
Town,  which  taking  a  greater  Compafs  in  length 
than  breadth,  does,  with  the  old  one  compafs  an  ir¬ 
regular  Figure.  Thus  Pekin  is  made  up  of  Two  Ci¬ 
ties  5  one  is  called  the  Tartar’s,  becaufe  they  permit 
none  elfe  to  inhabit  it ;  and  the  other  the  Chinefe,  as 
large,  but  much  more  inhabited  than  the  other. 
Both  together  are  Six  great  Leagues  in  Circuit,  al¬ 
lowing  3600  Paces  to  each  League.  This  I  can  aver 
to  be  true,  it  having  been  meafured  by  the  Emperor’s 
fpecial  Command. 

This,  My  Lord,  will  feem  ftrange  to  thofe  who 
are  acquainted  with  Europe  only,  and  think  Pam  the 
larged,  as  it  is  doubtlefs  the  fined  City  in  the  World; 
yet  the  difference  between  them  is  great.  Paris,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Draught  Mr.  Blondell  has  made,  by 
Order  from  our  Magidrates,  on  the  Account  of  a, 
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Defign  they  have  to  furround  it  with  new  Walls,  con¬ 
tains  in  its  greateft  length  but  2joo 
Paces,  and  *  confequentiy ,  tho’  we  * In  the  Draught 
/hould  fuppofe  it  fquare,  would  be 
but  iocoo  Paces  round ;  fo  we  frocai  'pr<ipM;m 
{hould  find  it  half  as  big  as  the  Tar-  tain  Circuit, 
tars  Town  alone,  and  but  a  quar¬ 
ter  as  large  as  all  Pekin. 

But  then  ifonerefleds  that  their  Houfes  are  gene¬ 
rally  but  one  Story  high,  and  ours,  one  with  another, 
are  Four,  it  will  appear, that  Pekin  has  not  more  Lodg¬ 
ings  than  Pans,  but  rather  lei's,  becaufe  its  Streets  are 
much  wider,  befides  the  Emperor’s  Palace,  which  is 
of  a  vaft  extent,  is  not  half  inhabited,  and  there  are 
Magazines  of  Rice  for  the  fu  fie  nance  of  a  above 
200000  Men ;  again,  there  are  large  Courts  filled 
with  little  Houfes,  in  which  thofe  who  Hand  for 
their  Doctor’s  Degree  are  examined  ?  which  alone 
would  make  a  very  big  City. 

Yet  we  mult  not  conclude  from  hence,  that  there 
are  at  Paris  and  Pekin  the  like  Number  of  Inhabitants ; 
for  the  Cbinefe  are  very  clofe  together  in  their  Dwel¬ 
lings,  fo  that  Twenty  or  more  of  them  will  lie  inns 
little  room  as  Ten  with  us;  and  it  muft  needs  be  fo, 
fince  the  multitude  of  People  in  the  Streets  is  fo  great, 
that  one  is  frightned  at  it ;  it  being  fuch  that  Perfons 
of  Quality  have  always  a  Hofe-man  going  before 
them,  to  make  way.  Even  the  wideft  Streets  are 
not  free  from  Confulion ;  and  at  the  fight  of  fo  many 
Horfes,  Mules,  Camels,  Wagons,  Chairs,  and  Rings 
of  ico  or  200  Perfons,  who  gather  here  and  there 
round  the  Fortune-Tellers,  one  would  judge  that 
fome  unufual  Shew  had  drawn  the  whole  Country 
to  Pekin. 

Indeed,  to  outward  Appearance  our  mofi:  populous 
Cities  are  WildernciTes  in  refped  of  this,  efpecially 
if  we  confider  that  there  are  more  Women  than  Men, 
and 
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and  yet  in  thefe  great  Crouds,  youfhould  rarely  fee  3 
Woman.  This,  I  fuppofe,  has  made  fome  Peopl; 
think  both  Cities  might  contain  Six  or  Seven  Mil 
ons  of  Souls,  which  was  a  great  Miftake.  By  the  fol 
lowing  Reflexions  it  will,  perhaps,  appear,  that  ons 
mult  not  always  guefs  at  the  number  of  Inhabitants 
In  a  Place,  by  the  Crowds  that  are  feenin  it. 

Fir  ft.  From  all  the  Neighbouring  Towns  a  multi- 
tude  of  Peafants  daily  flock  to  Pekin,  with  feveral  ufe- 
fuland  neceflary  Commodities ;  now  no  River  com- 
ing  up  to  the  City,  thefe  mull  be  brought  by  Land, 
which  increafes  the  Number  of  Carts,  Waggons, 
Camels,  and  other  Beafts  of  Burthen.  So  that  Morn¬ 
ing  and  Night,  at  the  opening  or  Ihutting  of  the 
Gates,  there  are  fuch  Throngs  of  People  going  in  or 
out,  that  you  muft  wait  a  long  while  before  you 
can  get  by  ;  wherefore  you  muft  not  efteemall  you 
meet  Citizens. 

Secondly,  Moft  Artificers  in  China  work  in  their 
Cuftomers  Houfes ;  as  for  Example,  If  I  want  a  Suit, 
my  Taylor  comes  in  the  Morning  to  my  Lodging, 
where  he  Works  allDay,and  at  Night  returns  home; 
and  fo  the  reft.  Thefe  are  continually  about,  look¬ 
ing  out  for  Bufinefs,  even  the  Smiths  carry  with  them 
their  Anvil,  their  Furnace, and  other  Implementsfor 
their  ordinary  ufe.This  helps  to  increafe  theMultitude, 

Thirdly,  All  Perfons,  especially  thofe  of  any  note, 
never  go  abroad  but  on  Horfeback  or  in  Chairs,  with 
a  numerous  Train.  If  at  Paris  all  Officers,  Gentlemen, 
Lawyers,  Phyficians,  and  wealthy  Citizens  were  al¬ 
ways  thus  attended,  the  Streets  would  not  be  fo  open. 

In  the  Fourth  Place,  When  a  Mandarine  goes  any 
where,  all  his  Inferior  Officers  follow  him  in  all  their 
Formalities,  fo  that  they  form  a  kind  of  Proceffion. 
The  Lords  at  Court,  and  Princes  of  the  Blood,  never 
are  without  a  great  Guard  of  Horfe,  and  being  ne- 
ceflitated  to  go  altnoft  every  Day  to  Court,  their  ve¬ 
ry 
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-y  Equipage  is  fufficiendy  cumberfome  to  the  City. 

It  is  evident,  that  thefe  Cuftoms  which  are  peculiar 
:o  China ,  do  very  much  increafe  the  Throng,  and  it 
nuft  not  be  wondred  at,  that  the  City  Ihould  feem 
nuch  more  populous  than  it  really  is :  And  what 
nuft  convince  us,  is,  That,  as  I  have  (hewn,  there 
s  more  room  for  Inhabitants  in  Paris  than  in  Pekin. 
Wherefore,  tho’  it  be  granted  that  Twenty  or  Five 
ind  Twenty  Perfons  lodge  there  in  as  little  compafs 
is  Ten  do  at  Pekin ;  yet  Pekin  will  be  found  to  con- 
:ain  near  twice  as  many  as  Paris  does,  and  I  think  I 
hall  not  be  very  wide  of  the  Truth,  if  I  allow  it 
Two  Millions  of  Inhabitants. 

I  have  been  fomething  prolix  upon  this  Point,  be- 
:aufe  I  find  it  but  llightly  enquired  into  by  moftHi- 
llorians.  Nothing  is  more  deceitful  than  Number  at 
irft  light.  We  think  upon  a  view  of  the  Sky,  that 
the  Stars  are  numberlefs,  and  when  told,  arefurpri- 
ted  to  find  they  are  fo  few.  To  fee  an  Army  of  a 
Hundred  Thoufand  Men  in  the  Field,  you  would 
imagine  all  the  World  were  there ;  and  even  thofe 
ivho  are  ufed  to  fuch  a  fight,  are  apt  to  miftake  if 
they  are  not  aware. 

It  is  good  to  examine  every  thing  our  felves,  elpe- 
cially  in  China,  where  they  never  reckon  but  by  Mil¬ 
lions  ;  and  tho’  in  thefe  Cafes  one  cannot  be  fo  very 
exadt,  it  is  not  impoffible  to  come  fo  near  the  Truth 
as  to  fatisfie  any  curious  Inquirer. 

Almoft  all  the  Streets  are  built  in  a  direft  Line,  the 
greateft  being  about  a  Hundred  and  Twenty  Foot 
broad,  and  a  good  League  long,  and  the  Shops  where 
they  fell  Silks  and  China-ware,  which  generally  take 
up  the  whole  Street,  make  a  very  agreeable  Perfpe- 
ftive.  The  Chinefe  have  a  Cuftom  which  adds  to  the 
Beauty  of  their  Streets.  Each  Shop-keeper  puts  out 
before  his  Houfe,  on  a  little  kind  of  Pedeftal,a  Board 
Lventy  orTwo  and  Twenty  Foot  high, painted, var- 
nifhed 
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mfhed,  and  often  gilt,  on  which  are  written  in  large 
Charadlers,  the  Names  of  thefeveral  Commodities  he 
fells.  Thefe  kind  of  Pilafters,  thus  placed  on  each  fide 
of  the  Street,  and  almoft  at  an  equal  Diftance  from 
each  other  make  a  pretty  odd  Show.  This  is  ufual 
in  almoft  all  the  Cities  of  China ,  and  I  have  in  fome 
Places  feen  fo  very  neat  ones,  that  one  would  think 
they  had  defign’d  to  make  a  Stage  of  the  Street. 

Two  things  however  detraft  much  from  their  Beau¬ 
ty.  The.firft,  that  the  Houfes  are  not  proportion- 
able,  being  neither  well  built  nor  high  enough.  The 
fecondj  that  they  are  always  pefter’d  with  Mud  or 
Duft.  That  Country,  fo  well  regulated  in  every 
thing  elfe,  is  very  deficient  in  this :  Both  Winter  and 
Summer  are  equally  troublefome  to  thofe  that  walk 
abroad,  and  therefore  are  Horfes  and  Chairs  fo  much 
in  requeft :  For  the  Dirt  fpoils  the  filken  Boots  which 
they  wear  there;  and  the  Duft  flicks  to  their  Cloaths, 
elpecially  if  they  are  made  of  Sattin, which  they  have 
a  way  of  oiling,  to  give  it  the  more  Luftre.  There 
is  fo  much  Dult  railed  by  the  multitude  of  Horfes, 
that  the  City  is  always  covered  with  a  Cloud  of  it, 
which  gets  into  the  Houfes,  and  makes  its  way  into 
the  dole!!  Clofets ;  fo  that  take  what  care  you  will, 
your  Goods  will  ever  be  full  of  it.  They  ftrive  to 
allay  it  by  a  continual  befprinkling  the  Streets  with 
Water,  but  there  is  ftiil  fo  much  left,  as  is  very  offen- 
five,  both  as  to  Clcaniinefs  and  Health. 

Of  all  the  Building  this  mighty  City  confifts  in, 
the  only  remarkable  one  is  the  Imperial  Palace, which 
I  have  already  deferibed  to  your  Highnefs.  I  fhall 
only  add,  to  give  you  a  more  exadl  Notion  of  it,  that 
it  not  only  includes  the  Emperor’s  Houfe  and  Gar- 
dens,  but  aifo  a  little  Town  inhabited  by  the  Officer 
'  at  Court,  and  a  great  number  of  Artificers  who  an 
employed  and  kept  by  the  Emperor ;  for  none  but 
the  Eunuchs  lie  in  the  inner  Palace.  The  outwarc 
.  Towi 
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Town  is  defended  by  a  very  good  Wail  without,  and 
divided  from  the  Emperor’s  Houfe  by  one  of  lefs 
ftrength.  All  the  Houfes  are  very  low  and  ill  con¬ 
trived,  far  worfe  than  thofe  in  the  Tartars  City  ;  fo 
that  the  Quality  of  its  Inhabitants,  and  the  Conve- 
niency  of  being  near  the  Court,  are  the  only  things 
that  it  is  commendable  for. 

The  inner  Palace  is  made  up  of  Nine  vafi:  Courts, 
built  in  one  Line,  in  length,  for  I  comprehend  not 
thofe  on  the  Wings,  where  are  the  Kitchin,  Stables, 
and  other  Offices.  The  Arches  thro’  which  you  go 
from  one  to  another  are  of  Marble,  and  over  each 
there  Hands  a  large  fquare  Gothick  Building ;  the 
Roof  looks  odd,  but  yet  handfome ;  for  the  "ends  of 
the  Joyces  are  continued  beyond  the  Wall  in  man¬ 
ner  of  a  Cornice,  which  at  a  diftance  looks  very 
neat.  The  fides  of  each  Court  are  clofed  by  leffer 
Apartments  or  Galleries;  but  when  you  come  to'the 
Emperor’s  Lodgings,  there,  indeed,  the  Porticos  fup- 
ported  by  ftately  Pillars,  the  white  Marble-fteps  by 
which  you  afcend  to  the  inward  flails, the  gilt  Roofs, 
the  Carved-work,Varnifh,  Gilding  and  Painting,  they 
are  adorned  with,  the  Floors  made  of  Marble  or 
Porcelain,  but  chiefly  the  great  number  of  different 
Pieces  of  Architecture  of  which  they  confllt,  dazle 
the  Beholders  Eye, and  truly  look  great,  beaming  the 
Majefty  of  fo  great  a  Monarch.  But  Hill,  the  im¬ 
perfect  Notion  the  Cbineje  have  of  all  kind  of  Arts,  is 
betrayed  by  the  unpardonable  Faults  they  are  guilty 
of.  The  Apartments  are  ill  contrived,  the  Orna¬ 
ments  irregular,  there  wants  that  Uniformity  in 
which  confifls  the  Beauty  and  Conveniency  of  our 
Palaces.  In  a  Word,  there  is,  as  it  were.  Deformity 
in  the  whole,  which  renders  it  very  unplealing  to 
foreigners,  and  muft  needs  offend  any  one  that  has 
the  lealt  Notion  of  true  Architecture. 

Some  Relations,  however,  cry  it  up  as  Arts  Ma« 
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fter-piece :  The  Reafon  is,  becaufe  the  Miflionaria 
who  wrote  them,  had  never  feen  any  thing  beyonj 
it,  or  elle  long  ufe  hasaccuftomed  them  to  it ;  for  it 
is  obfervable,  that  let  us  diflike  a  thing  never  fo,Time 
will  at  length  make  it  fupportable.  Our  Fancy  ha. 
bituates  it  felf  to  any  highland  therefore  an  Europe, w,, 
that  has  fpentTwenty  or  Thirty  Years  in  China,  can 
feldom  give  fo  good  a  Judgment  of  it,  as.he  that 
juft  comes  in  and  views  it.  As  the  true  Accent  of  a 
Language  is  often  loft  among  thofe  who  pronounce 
it  ill,  fo  the  lharpnefs  of  a  Man’s  Judgment  is  blunt¬ 
ed  by  converfing  with  thofe  who  have  none. 

The  Guards  placed  in  the  Gates  and  Avenues  of 
the  Palace  have  no  other  Arms  but  their  Scymiters,&d 
are  not  fo  numerous  as  I  at  firft  imagined ,  but  there 
is  a  multitude  of  Lords  and  Mandarins ,  conftantly 
attending  at  the  ufual  time  of  Audience.  Formerly 
the  whole  Palace  was  inhabited  by  Eunuchs,  whofe 
Power  and  Infolence  was  grown  to  fuch  a  pitch, that 
they  became  an  infupportable  Grievance  to  the 
Princes  of  the  Empire;  but  the  latter  Emperors  of 
China,  efpecially  thofe  defcended  from  Tartary ,  have 
fo  humbled  them,  that  they  are  at  prefent  very  in- 
conliderable.  The  youngeft  ferve  as  Pages,  theo 
tirer  are  put  to  the  vileft  Employments,  their  Task 
being  to  fweep  the  Rooms  and  keep  them  clean; 
they  are  feve/ely  punifhed  by  their  Overfeers,  who 
never  pals  by  the  leaft  Fault. 

The  number  of  the  Emperor’s  Wives  or  Concu¬ 
bines  is  not  cafily  known,  it  being  very  great  and  ne¬ 
ver  fixed.  They  never  were  feen  by  any  one  but 
himfelf,  and  fcarcedurft  a  Man  inquire  about  them 
They  are  all  Maidens  of  Quality,  which  the  MamU 
rins  or  Governors  of  the  Provinces  choofe,  and  a: 
foon  as  they  are  entered  the  Palace, they  have  no  fat 
ther  Correfpondency  with  their  Friends,  no  not  witl 
their  veryFathers.This  forced  and  perpetual  Solitude 
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(for  rnoft  of  them  are  never  taken  Notice  of  by  the 
Emperor)  together  with  the  Intrcagues  they  fet  on 
work  to  get  into  his  Favour,  and  the  Jealoufie  they 
have  of  one  another,  which  wracks  them  with  Su- 
fpicions,  Envy,  and  Mate,  makes  the  molt  part  of 
them  very  miserable.  .  Among  thofe  who  are  fo 
happy  as  to  gain  their  Prince’s  Approbation,  three 
are  chofen  which  bear  the  Tide  of  Queens.  Thefe 
are  in  a  far  higher  degree  of  Honour  than  the  reft, 
having  each  their  Lodgings,  their  Court,  their  La¬ 
dies  of  Honour,  and  other  Female  Attendants. 

Nothing  is  wanting  that  can  contribute  to  their 
Diverfion.  Their  Furniture,  CIoaths,AttendanceisalI 
Rich  and  Magnificent :  It  is  true,  all  their  happinefs 
confifts  in  pleaiing  their  Lord,  for  noBufinefs  of  any 
confequcnce  comes  to  their  Knowledge  j  and  as  they 
do  not  allilt  the  State  with  their  Counfels,  fo  they  do 
hot  difturb  it  with  their  Ambition. 

The  C.himjc  differ  very  much  from  us  in  that  Point  j 
They  fay  rleaven  has  endu’d  Women  with  Good- 
Nature,  Modefty,  and  Innocence,  that  they  might 
look  after  their  Families,  and  take  care  of  their  Chil¬ 
drens  Education  ;  but  that  Men  are  born  with 
ftrength  of  Body  and  Mind,  with  Wit  and  Generali¬ 
ty,  to  Govern  and  Rule  the  World.  They  are  afto- 
nifh’d  when  we  tell  them,  that  with  us  the  Scepter 
often  falls  into  a  Princeffes  Hands,  and  ofren  fay  by 
way  ofjeft,  That  Europe  is  the  Ladies  Kingdom. 

Thus,  My  Lr.rd,  I  have  given  you  a  true  but  gene¬ 
ral  Account  nf  the  Emperor  of  China’s  Palace,  fo 
much  boafted  of  by  Hiftorians,  becaufe  perhaps  in 
all  Pekin  they  meet  not  with  any  worth  their  Notice: 
For  indeed  all  befides  are  fo  mean,  that  it  would  bo 
an  abufe  to  our  Language  to  give  the  Title  ofPalace 
to  their  Noblemens  Houfes.  They  are  but  one  Story 
high,  as  are  all  the  reft ;  tho’,  I  confefs,  the  great 
number  of  Lodgings  forthemfelvesahd  theirServants 
F  does 
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does  make  fome  amends  for  their  want  of  Beauty 
and  Magnificence.  Not  but  that  the  Chinefe  are  as 
much  as  any  Nation,  in  love  with  looking  great  and 
fpending  high,  but  the  Cuftom  of  the  Country,  and 
the  danger  of  being  taken  notice  of,  is  a  curb  to  their 
Inclinations. 

While  I  was  at  Tclin,  one  of  the  chief  Mandarin i 
(T think  he  was  a  Prince)  had  built  him  a  Houfe 
fomething  more  lofty  and  ftately  than  the  reft  ;  this 
was  imputed  to  him  as  a  Crime,  and  thofe  whofe  Pro¬ 
vince  it  was,  accufed  him  before  the  Emperor,  info- 
much  that  the  Mandarine,  fearful  of  the  Event,  pul¬ 
led  down  his  Houfe  while  the  buiinefs  was  under  Ex¬ 
amination,  before  Sentence  was  given.  This  was 
efteemed  good  Policy  in  the  eftablilhment  of  the 
'firft  Monarchies  ;  and  could  the  Romans  but  have 
ever  obferv'd  it,  they  would  have  been  perhaps  Hill 
as  powerful  in  Europe,  as  the  Lbinsje  are  in  Afia. 

Their  Courts  of  Jnftice  are  built  no  better  than 
Common-Houfes;  The  Courts  indeed  are  large,  the 
Gates  lofty,  and  fometimes  imbellilhed  with  Orna¬ 
ments  of  Architcdhire  fomething  tolerable ;  but  the 
inward  Rooms  and  Offices  can  boaft  neither  State 
nor  Cleanlinefs. 

Religion  indeed  has  found  better  Entertainment; 
you  frequently  meet  with  their  Idols  Temples,  which 
the  Princes  and  People,  equally  fuperftitious,  have 
raifed  at  a  vaft  Expcnce,  and  beautified  with  great 
numbers  of  Statues.  The  Roofs  efpecially  are  obfer- 
'  ,ib!e,  for  the  fplendor  of  their  Tiles,  varnilh’d  with 
veliow  and  green, for  the  many  curious  Figures  which 
are  placed  on  every  fide,  and  the  Dragons  ihooting 
out  at  the  corners,  painted  in  the  fame  Colours.  The 
Emperors  have  founded  feveral  within  the  outward 
bounds  of  the  Palace  ;  among  which,  two  more 
eminent  than  the  reft  were  built  by  the  late  Monarch, 
at  the  Rccr.eft  of  rite  Queen  his  Mother,  who  was 


Chief  Buildings  of  China.  63 

very  much  infatuated  with  the  Religion  of  the  Lamas, 
a  fort  of  Tartarian  Priefts,  the  molt  fupcrfti cious  of 
all  the  Bonzes. 

We  were  forbidden  the  entrance  of  thefe  Temples, 
being  told  it  would  prove  of  ill  confequence. and  give 
great  Offence  to  our  fellow  Chridians,  fo  that  Curi- 
ofity  gave  place  to  our  defire  of  Edifying  them.  But 
we  had  the  liberty  of  feeing  the  famous  Celebrated 
Imperial  Obfervatory.  Be  plea  fed,  My  Lord,  to 
read  what  one  of  our  ableft  Mathematicians  has  up¬ 
on  the  report  of  Travellers  fpoken  of  it ;  Nothing  in 
Europe  is  to  be  compared  to  it,  whether  for  the  Magnifi- 
.  cencj  of  the  Vlace,  or  the  bignefs  of  thofe  vaft  Brazen 
Infir  aments,  which  having  been,  during  thefe  feven  hun¬ 
dred  Tears,  expos’d  on  the  Platforms  of  thofe  large  Towers, 
are  fill  as  fair  and  entire  as  if  they  were  but  new  molten. 
The  Divifions  of  thofe  Infir  aments  are  mofi  exaU ,  the 
Difprfition  mofi  proper  for  their  Defign,  and  the  whole 
Work  performed  with  an  unimitableNeatneJs.  In  award, 
it  feemed  that  China  mf tilted  her  Sifier  Nations,  as  if 
with  all  their  Learning  and  Riches  they  could  not  come  up 
to  her  in  that  point. 

Indeed,  if  China  infults  us  by  the  Sumptuoufnefs 
!  of  her  Obfervatory,  fhe  does  well  to  do  fo  6000 
\  Leagues  off,  for  were  fhe  nearer,  fhe  durlt  not,  for 
!  iliame,  make  any  Comparifon. 
j  Thefe  Relations  had  mightily  prejudiced  us  in  fa- 
!  vour  of  the  Obfervatory  ;  but  when  we  viewed  it, 
j  we  found  it  as  follows :  We  came  firft  into  a  pretty 
large  Court,  where  the  Lodgings  of  thofe  who  looked 
after  the  Obfervatory  were  toward  the  Right-hand, 
as  you  come  in,  you  meet  with  a  very  narrow  Stair- 
cafe,  by  which  you  mount  to  the  top  of  fuch  a  fquare 
Tower  as  we  formerly  ufed  to  fortify  our  City  Walls 
withal ;  it  is  indeed  contiguous  on  the  infide  to  the 
Wall  of  Pekin,  and  raifed  but  ten  or  twelve  Feet 
above  the  Bulwark,  Upon  this  Platform  the  Chihcfe  • 
F  2  Aftro- 
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Aftronomers  hac!  placed  theirlnfbunients, which  tlio’ 
but  few,  yet  took  up  the  whole  Room  :  But  Father 
Vcrbkjt,  when  he  undertook  the  Survey  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Mathematicks,  judg’d  them  veiy  uie- 
lefs,  and  perfwaded  the  Emperor  to  pull  them  down, 
and  put  up  new  ones  of  his  own  contriving.  Thefs 
old  Inftruments  were  {till  in  the  Flail  near  the  Tower, 
buried  in  Duft  and  Oblivion.  We  faw  them  thro’  a 
Window  clofe  fet  with  Iron  Ears.  They  appear'd 
to  us  large,  well  call,  and  ftiaped  fomething  like  our 
Agronomical  Rings.  But  they  had  laid  in  a  by- 
Court,  a  Celeftial  Globe  of  about  three  Foot  Dia¬ 
meter,  that  we  had  a  full  view  of  5  its  Figure  was 
almoft  oval  ;  it  was  divided  with  little  cxachiefs, 
and  the  whole  Work  very  courle. 

They  have  in  a  lower  Room,  near  that  place,  con¬ 
triv’d  a  Gnomon.  The  paffage  thro’  which  the  Ray 
enters,  is  about  eight  Feet  from  the  '  Ground, 
Horizontally  placed,  and  made  by  two  Copper  Plates 
which  may  be  moved  too  and  fro,  to  make  the  0- 
rifice  larger  or  fmaller.  Under  it  lies  a  Table  co¬ 
vered  with  Brafs,  in  the  midli  of  which  length- ways, 
they  have  (truck  a  Meridian  Line  1  y  Feet  long,  di¬ 
vided  by  other  crofs  Lines,  which  are  neither  exact 
nor  fine.  They  have  cut  little  holes  out  into  the 
(ides  wherein  they  put  Water  to  keep  it  exactly  Ho¬ 
rizontal  ;  and  this  indeed  for  a  Cbincfe  Contrivance, 
is  the  mod  tolerable  of  any  I  have  feen,  and  might 
be  ferviceable  to  a  careful  Aftronomer;  but  I  que- 
ftion  whether  their  Skill  who  invented  it  is  fo  great, 
as  to  ufe  it  rightly. 

ThisObfcrvatory,  of  little  worth,  as  to  its  ancient 
Machines,  and  lefsas  to  its  Situation  and  Building,  is 
now  enrich’d  with  leveral  brazen  Infrruments  which 
Father  Verbiefi  has  fet  up.  They  are  large,  well  call, 
imbellifn’d  with  Figures  of  Dragons,  and  very  well 
difpofed  for  the  ufe  they  are  defign’d  for }  and  was 
but 
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’I  btit  the  nicenefs  of  their  Divifions  anfwerable  to  that 
|  of  the  Work,  and  Telefaxes  foftned  to  them  indead 
f  of  Pins,  according  to  the  new  Method  ufed  by  the 
1  Royal  Academy,  nothing  that  we  have  of  that  kind, 
might  be  brought  in  competition  with  them.  But 
tho’  the  Father  was,  no  doubt,  ve^f  careful  of  the 
ciivifion  of  his  Circles,  the  Cbinefe  Artificer  was  either 
very  negligent,  or  very  incapable  of  following  his 
Directions :  So  that  I  would  rather  truft  to  a  Qua¬ 
drant  made  by  one  of  our  good  Workmen  at  Paris, 
whofe  Radius  fhould  be  but  one  Foot  and  a  half, 
than  to  that  of  fix  Feer,  which  is  at  this  Tower. 

Perhaps  your  Highnefs  may  be  willing  at  one  view 
to  fee  how  they  are  difpofed.  This  Draught  is  very 
conformable  to  the  Original,  and  far  from  flattering 
it,  as  Pictures  and  Cuts  generally  do,  I  may  fay  that 
it  does  not  exprels  half  its  Beauty.  But  each  fe ve¬ 
nd  Piece  fhewing  but  confufedly  in  this  littlefpace,  I 
have  added,  in  as  few  words  as  I  could,  an  Expla¬ 
nation  of  the  frame  and  embellishments  of  thofe 
Noble  Inftruments. 

I.SPHeARA  ARMILLARIS  ZODIAC  A  LIS, 
of  fix  Feet  in  Diameter. 

This  is  fupported  by  four  £)ragons  Heads,  whofe 
Bodies,  after  Several  windings,  are  faftned  tot  he  ends 
of  two  brazen  Beams  laid  a-crofs,that  bear  the  whole 
i  weight  of  the  Sphere.  Thefe  Dragons  which  were 
ufed  rather  than  any  ocher  Creacure,  becaufe  the 
Emperor  bears  them  in  his  Coat  of  Arms,  are  as  the 
Cbinefe  reprefent  them, wrapt  up  in  Clouds,  with  long 
Hair  on  their  Heads  between  their  Horns,  a  fuzzy 
Beard  under  their  lower  Jaw,  flaming  Eyes,  long 
fiiarp  Teeth,  their  Mouth  open,  and  breathing  a 
whole  ftreatn  of  Flame.  Four  Lions  of  the  fame 
Metal,  ftand  under  the  end  of  the  aforefaid  Beams, 
whofe  Heads  are  raifed  higher  or  lower  by  Screws 
F  3  faftned 
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faftned  with  them.  The  Circles  are  divided  both  in 
their  exteriour  and  interiour  Surface  by  Crofs-lines 
into  ;6o  Degrees  each,  and  each  Degree  into  60 
Minutes,  and  the  latter  into  portions  of  xo  Seconds 
each  by  fmall  P^. 

II.  S?Hv£RA  EQUINOCTIAL®  of  fix  Foot  Diameter. 
This  Sphere  is  fupported  by  a  Dragon,  who  bears 

it  cn  his  back  bowed,  and  whole  four  Claws  feize 
the  four  ends  of  its  Pedeftal,  which  as  the  former  is 
formed  of  two  brazen  Beams  crofs-wife,  whofe  Ends 
are  alfobornby  four  fmall  Lions,  which  ferve  to  fix  it 
right.  The  Defign  is  noble  and  well  performed. 

III.  HORISON  AZJMUTH ALE,  fix  Feet  in  Diameter. 
This  Inflmment,  ufeful  for  the  taking  of  Azimuths, 

is-  compofed  of  a  large  Circle  horifontally  placed. 
The  double  Index,  which  ferves  it  for  a  Diameter, 
runs  over  all  the  Limb,  and  carries  round  along  with 
it  reSangle  Triangle,  the  upper  Angle  of  which  is 
fafvned  to  a  Beam  raifed  perpendicular  from  the  Cen¬ 
ter  of  the  faid  Horizon.  Four  folded  Dragons  bow 
their  Heads  under  the  inferiour  Limb  of  the  Circle, 
to  make  it  fall:  ;  and  two  other  wound  round  two 
fmall  Columns,  mount  on  either  lide  Semicircular- 
wife,  as  high  aj  the  faid  Beam,  to  which  they  are  faft- 
ned,  to  keep  the  Triangle  fteady. 

IV.  A  large  QUADRANT  ovhofie  Radius  is  fix  Foot. 

The  Limb  is  divided  into  Portions  of  ro  Seconds 
each  ;  the  Lead  which  (hews  its  Vertical  Situation, 
weighs  a  Pound,  and  hangs  from  the  Center  by  a  ve¬ 
ry  fine  Brafs-wire.  The  Index  moves  eafily  round 
the  Limb.  A  Dragon  folded  in  feveral  Rings,  and 
wrapt  up  in  Clouds,  feizes  on  all  parts  -the  feveral 
Plates  of  the  Inftruroent  to  fallen  them,  left  they 
fhould  ftart  out  of  their  due  Pofition.  The  whole 
Body 
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Body  of  the  Quadrant  hangs  in  the  Air,  and  a  fixed 
Axis  runs  thro'  its  Center,  round  which  th e  Quadrant 
turns  towards  the  Parts  of  the  Heavens  which  the 
Mathematician  choofes  to  obferve ;  and  left  its 
weight  Ihould  caufe  it  to  fhiver,  and  lofe  its  Vertical 
Poiition,  a  Beam  israifed  on  eachf|te,'fecured  at  the 
bottom  by  a  Dragon,  and  faftned  to  the  middle  Beam 
or  Axis  by  Clouds  which  feem  to  Co  me  out  of  the  Air. 
The  whole  Work  is  fubftantial  and  well  contrived. 

V.  A  SEXTANT,  whofe  Radius  « -abo.ut  eight  Feet. 

This  reprefents  the  fixth  Part  of  a  great  Circle 
bom  by  a  Beam,  the  bafis  'of  which  is  concave, 
made  fart  with' Dragons,  and  -crofted  in  the  middle 
by  a  brazen  Pillar,  on  one  end  of  which  is  an  En¬ 
gine,  the  help  of  whofe  Wheels  ferves  to  facilitate 
the  MotiQn  of  that  Inftrument.-  'On  this  Engine 
refts  the  middle  of  a  fmall  brazen  Beam  which  re¬ 
prefents  a  Radius  of-the  Sextant,  and' is  faftned  to  it. 
It’s  upper  part  is  terminated  by  a  big  Cylinder,  which 
is  the  Center,  round  which  tWhdcx  turns,  and  the 
lower  is  extended  above  two  Feet  beyond  the  Limb, 
that  it  may  lie  grafped  by  the  Pully  which  ferves  to 
railb  it;  Tliefe  large  and  heavy  Machines  are  of 
greater  Ornament-' than  Ufe.' - 

VI.  A  CELESTIAL  GLOBE  'of  fix  Feet  LiawW, 

This,  in  thy  Opinion,  is  the  faireft  and  beft  fa/hipn- 
ed  of  all  thejnftruments.  The  Globle  it  felf  is  bra¬ 
zen, exadtlyroiind  and  fmooth The  Stars  well  made, 
and  in  their  true  places,  and  all  the  Circles  of  a  pro¬ 
portionable  breadth  and  thicknefs.  It  is  befides  fo' 
well  hung  that  .the  leaft  touch  moves  it,  and'  tho’  it 
is  abovei  two  thoufand  weight,  the  leaft  Child  may 
elevate  n  to  any  Degree.  On  its  large  concave  Ba¬ 
ils  are  placed  oppofite  four  Dragons,  whofe  Hair 
Handing  up  anend/upport  a  noble  Horizon  commen- 
F  4  dab’s 
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dable  for  its  breadth,  its  fevcral  Ornaments,  and  the 
delicacy  and  nicensfs  of  the  Work.  The  Meridian 
in  which  the  Pole  is  fixed,  refts  upon  Clouds  that  if- 
fuc  out  of  theBafis,  and  Hides  eafil.y  between  them, 
its  Motion  being  facilitated  by  fome  hidden  Wheels, 
and  moves  withg^.the  whole  Globe  to  give  k  the  re¬ 
quired  Elevation.  Befides  which  the  Horizon,  Dra¬ 
gons,  and  two  brazen  Beams  which: lye  Crofs  in  the 
Center  of  the  Bafis’s .Concavity;  are  all  moved  at 
pleafure,  without  Birring  theBafis  which  Bill  remains 
fixed ;  this  facilitates  the  due  placingof  the  Horizon, 
whether  in  refped  of  the  natural. Horizon,  or  in 're¬ 
fped. of  the  Globe.,-  I  wondered  how  Men,  who  live 
fix  thoufand  Leagues  from  us,  could  go  through  fuch 
a  piece  of  Work  ;  and  I  m.uB  own,  that  if  all  the 
Circles  which  arediyided,  had  beep  corrected  by 
fome  of  our  Workmen,  nothing-could  be  more  per-, 
fedin  their  kind. .  Thcfe  Machines  being  moB  of 
them  above  io;Fect  from  the  Ground,  have  for  the 
Aftronomers  greater  ,  conveniency,.  Marble  Steps 
found  them,  cut  Amphitheater- wife.,  ,-v.  .  . 

Afthp’  thefe  lnftruments  feem  fo  extraordinary  fine, 
theChinefe  could' never  have  been  pqrfwaded  to  make 
ufe  of. them,  and'  Ifayg,  their,  old  opes,  without  an  e- 
fpeciai  Order  from  the  Emperor  to  thatefted.  They 
are  more  fond  of  the  mqftdcfediye  piece  of  Antiqui¬ 
ty, 'thanof  themofl  perfed  of  the1' Modems,  di  Bering 
much  in  thqt-  from  us,-;  who  are  in  loyevyith  nothing 
but  what  is :  new..  . ;  Indeed  we  are  all  to  blame,  for 
Time  ca;nnot  acfcl  to-Jor detract  nodiing.frpm  the  real, 
wprth  of  thingst  'Wherefore  we  ought  to  take  good 
care,  left  Fancy,  ;  Cu^om,  and  Prejudice,  prevail  over 
our  vpderftanding,  ,  which  only  perceiving  the  dif¬ 
ference  .of  thingsj  js  only  able  to  judge  of  it.  If 
this' Failing  of  ^aaX^hinefe  extended  but  to  their, 
Temporal  Concerns, the  Mifchidf  perhaps  would  not, 
be  great ;  but  it  unhappily  reaches  to.  the  point  of 
n  f'i. 
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Religion;  and  whereas  in  Europe  it  feems  that- a  Do¬ 
ctrine,  tho’  never  fo  abfurd,  has  a  Title  to  our  Belief 
when  recommended  by  Novelty,  in  China  it  is  quite 
contrary  ;  for  they  think  it  a  fufficient  reafon  to  re¬ 
ject  the  Chriftian  Faith,  becaufe  in  refpeft  of,  their 
Monarchy  it  is  not  old  enough  :  As  tho’  Tim?  and 
Ignorance  were  to  be  preferred  to  Truth,  or  that 
conllant  Cuftom  could  render  Superftition  lawful  or 
reafonable. 

Thefondnefs  for  Antiquity, and  for  the  dbfervance 
of  ancient  Cuftoms,  is  perhaps  what  keeps  the  Cblnefe 
fo  clofe  to  their  Agronomical  Obfervations,  in  the 
prattife  of  which  they  have  been  very  conllant;  but 
it  is  a  fhame,  thauhey  have,  during  fo  long  a  time, 
made  no  greater  Improvements.'  One  would  think, 
that  having  watched  the  Motions  of  the  Stars  above 
4000  Years, they  fhould  be  perfectly  acquainted  with 
them;  yet  when  ourMiffionaries  entered  that  Coun¬ 
try,  they  found  them  fo  unskilful  herein, that  with  all 
their  carp  they  never  were  able  to  compofe  an  exact 
Calendar;  their  Tables  of  Eclipfes  were  fo  uncorreift. 
that  fcarce  could  they  foretel  about  what  time  that  of 
the  Sun  ihould  happen :  They  are  now  fatisfied  in 
thofe  two  particulars ;  for  thofe  Fathers  have  fettled 
the  Calendar ;  [and  that  which  is  given  out  in  the 
beginning  of  each  Year,  notes  with  the  grented  nice¬ 
ty  all  the  Motions  of  the  Heavens  which  are  during 
the  Year  to  happen  out  of  courfe. 

However,  they  ib'll  continue  their  Obfervations. 
Five  Mathematicians  fpend  every  Night  on  the  To  w¬ 
er)  in  watching  what  palfes  over  head ;  one  is  gazing 
towards  the  Zenith ,  another  to  the  Eaji,  a  third  to 
th sfFeH,  the  fourth  turns  his  lEv os  Southwards,  and  a 
ifth  Northwards,  that  nothing  of  what  happens  in  the 
our  Corners  of  the  World  may  Tcape  their  diligent 
Dbfervation.  Hiey  take  notice  of  the  Winds,  the 
Iain,  the  Air,  of  unufual  Phenomena  s,  fuch  as  E- 
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dipfes,  the  Conjunction  or  Oppofition  of  Planets, 
Fires,  Meteors,  and  whatever  may  be  any  ways  ufe- 
ful.  This  they  keep  a  ftrid  Account  of,  which  they 
bring  in  every  Morning  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  Ma- 
thematicks,  to  be  regiitred  in  his  Office.  If  this 
had  always  been*pra6tifed  by  able  and  careful  Ma¬ 
thematicians,  we  Ihould  have  a  great  number  of  curi¬ 
ous  Remarks;  but  befides  that,  thefe  Aftronomers  are 
very  unskilful,  they  take  little  care  to  improve  that 
Science;  and  provided  their  Salary  be  paid  as  ufual, 
and  their  Income  conftant,  they  are  in  no  great  trou¬ 
ble  about  the  Alterations  and  Changes  which  hap¬ 
pen  in  the  Sky.  But  if  thefe  Phenomena  s  are  very 
apparent, as  when  there  happens  ah  Eclipfe,  or  a  Co¬ 
met,  they  dare  not  then  he  altogether  fo  negligent. 

All  Nations  have  ever  been  allonifh’d  at  Eciipfes, 
becaufe  they  could  not  difcover  the  Caufe  of  them ; 
there  is  nothing  fo  extravagant  as  the  feveral  Reafons 
fome  have  given  for  it ;  but  one  would  wonder  that 
th zChinefe,  who  as  to  Aftronomy  may  juftly  claim 
Seniority  over  all  the  World  befides,  have  reafoned 
as  abfurdly  on  that  point  as  the  reft.  They  have 
fancied  that  in  Heaven  there  is  a  prodigious  great 
Dragon,  who  is  a  profelTed  Enemy  to  the  Sun  and 
Moon,  and  ready  at  all  times  to  eat  them  up.  For 
this  reafon,  as  foon  as  they  perceive  an  Eclipfe,  they 
all  make  a  terrible  rattling  with  Drums  and  brafs  Ket¬ 
tles,  till  the  Monfter  frightned  at  thenoife,  lets  go  his 
Prey.  Perfons  of  Quality, who  have  read  our  Books, 
have  for  thefe  feveral  Years  been  undeceiv’d,  but 
(efpeciaily  if  the  Sun  lofeth  its  light)  the  old  Cufto'ms 
are  flill  obferved  at  Pekin, which  (as  is  ufual)  are  both 
very  fuperflitious  and  very  ridiculous;  While  the 
A  llronomers  are  on  the  Tower  to-  make  their  Obfer- 
vations,  the  chief  Mandarins  belorhging  to  the  Lifon 
fall  on  their  Knees  in  a  Hall  or  Court  of  the  Palace, 
looking  attentively  that  way,  and  frequently  bowing 
towards 
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towards  theSun,  to  exprefs  the  pity  they  take  of  him, 
or  rather  to  the  Dragon.,  to  beg  him  not  to  moleft  the 
World,  by  depriving  it  of  fo  neceffary  a  Planet. 

The  Mathematicians  muftbefure  to  relate  nothing 
concerning  the  Eclipfes  but  what  will  certainly  hap¬ 
pen,  for  mould  it  happen  fooner  or  later,  be  greater 
or  lefs,  longer  or  (horter,  thfi  Surveyor  and  his  Bre¬ 
thren  would  go  near  to  lofe  their  Places.  But  this  is 
taken  care  of,  for  the  Mandarins ,  who  are  to  take 
the  Obfervations,  never  fail  to  regifter  them  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Predictions  j  fo  that  if  they  have  their 
Fees,  the  Heavens  may  take  their  courfe.  -  ' 

lam  afraid,  Mj  Lord,  that  I  have  been  too  tedious 
in  this  Digreffion ;  your  Highnefs  having  for  thefe 
feveral  Years  been  bufied  in  Affairs  of  greater  Mo¬ 
ment,  mult  needs  have  little  regard  for  fuch  abftmfe 
Notions,  unfit  to  excite  you  to  thofe  elevated  Senti¬ 
ments  fo  natural  to  fuch  great  Souls  as  yours,  and  I 
might  have.fpenc  my  time  more  to  your  Satisfaction 
in  writing  the  Wars  of  the  Tartars,  and  the  Conqueft  _ 
of  China.  But  befides  thelnclination  every  Man  has 
tofpeak  of  what  belongs  to- his  Profeffion,  I  have- 
perhaps  been  over-ruled  by  the  Habit  we  contract  in 
China  to  entertain  great  Perfons  with  thefe  Matters; 
and  have  hoped,  that  a  Prince  curious,  and  enduld 
with  a  Genius  to  which  nothing  is  impoffible,  would  - 
with  Patience  hear,  that  which  makes  the  delight 
cf  the  greatefl  and  moff  learned  Emperor  in  the 
whole  World. 

I  Ihould  do  Pehn  a  very  great  In juftice  if  I  paffed 
overin  filenceitsnobleGates  and  ftately  Walls,which 
indeed  become  an  Imperial  City.  The  former  are 
not  irnbelliflied  with  Statues  or  other  Carving  as  are 
110ft  publick  Buildings  in  China,  but  all  their  Beauty 
lonfifts  in  a  prodigious  height,  which  at  a  diftance 
Hakes  the  fineft  ihew  in  the  World.  They  confift:  in 
wo  large  fquare  Buildings  built  feparatelyjbut  bound 
to- 
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together  by  two  tall  and  very  thick  Walls.fo  that  they 
form  a  Square  which  may  contain  above  five  hun¬ 
dred  Men  in  Battel.  The  firft  Building,  which  looks 
like  aFortrefjjfaces  the  Road.  There  is  no  way  thro’ 
it,  but  you  go  in  at  the  Side-wall,  where  there  is  a 
Gate  proportionable  to  all  the  reft ;  then  you  turn  to 
the  Right,  and  meet  with  the  fecond  Tower  which 
commands  the  City,  and  has  a  Gate  like  the  former, 
but  whofe  Gate-way  isfo  long,  that  it  grows  dark  to¬ 
wards  the  middle.  There  they  conftantly  keep  a 
Corps  du  Guard,  and  a  fmall  Magazine  to  fupply  it 
readily  with  Stores  in  cafeofNeceffity. 

If  you  refpeft  only  the  neatnefs  of  the  Workman- 
fhip,  and  the  Ornaments  of  Archite&ure,  I  mud,  in¬ 
deed  confefs,  that  the  Gates  of  Paris  are  incompa¬ 
rably  finer.  But  yet  when  a  Man  approaches  Pehn, 
he  muft  own  that  thefe  immenfe Buildings,  and,  ifl 
may  fpeak  it,  the  rudenefs  of  thefe  augult  Buildings 
have  a  Beauty  preferrable  to  all  our  Ornaments.  The 
Arches  are  built  with  Marble,  and  the  reft  with  very 
large  Brick,  bound  with  excellent  Mortar. 

The  Walls  are  anfwerable  to  their  Gates,  fo  tall 
they  they  hide  the  whole  City,  and  fo  thick,  that 
Gentries  on  Horfe-back  are  placed  upon  them.  From 
place  to  place,  at  a  Bow-fhots  diftance,  they  are  de¬ 
fended  with  fquare  Towers.  The  Ditch  is  dry,  but 
v6ry  broad  and  deep.  All  is  regular,  and  as  well  kept 
as  if  they  were  in  continual  Apprehenfion  of  a  Siege. 
This,  M]  Lord ,  is  a  pretty  exaft  Defcription  of  the 
chief  City  of  China,  remarkable  for  its  Extent,  large 
Gates,  ftrong  Walls,  fumptuous  Palace,  good  Garri- 
fon,  (  which  con  lifts  in  the  beft  Forces  of  the  whole 
Empire)’and  the  number  of  its  Inhabitants,  but  com¬ 
mendable  for  nothing  elfe. 

What  may  be  faid  of  all  the  reft  in  general  is  this; 
the  Clrimfe  divide  them  into  two  kinds.  Thofe  which 
aie  foleiy  defigned  for  the  Defence  of  the  Country 
they 
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they  call  Cities  of  War,  and  the  reft  towns  oftraff.cL 
,  The  fortified  Places  which  I  have  feen  are  not  much 
Wronger  than  the  other.,  unlefs  it  be  by  their  Situati¬ 
on,  which  makes  fome  almoft  inacceflible.  The  Fron¬ 
tier  Towns,  efpecially  thofe  near  tartary,  are  fome* 
what  fingular ;  and  our  Miffionaries  have  afiur’d 
me,  that  there  were  feveral  narrow  Paffages  fo  well 
fortified,  that  it  wasalmoP  impoffible  to  force  them : 

I  my  felfhave  feen  fome  which  a  hundred  Men 
might  eafily  defend  againP  a  whole  Army.  Their 
ufual  Fortifications  are  a  good  Bulwark,  fomeTowers, 
Brick-walls,  and  a  large  and  deep  Ditch,  filled  with 
running  Water.  The  Cbinefe  are  skilled  irrno  other 
manner  of  Fortification ;  which  we  ought  not  to 
wonder  at,  fince  our  felves  knew  no  better  before 
Cannons  were  in  ufe,  which  has  put  us  upon  invent¬ 
ing  new  ways  of  defending  our  Cities,  as  there  were 
new  ones  contrived  of  attacking  them. 

I  confefs,  My  Lord,  that  in  viewing  all  thofe  Ci¬ 
ties  which  their  Inhabitants  ePeem  the  Pronged  in 
the  World,  I  have  often,  with  no  little  pleafure, 
thought  with  my  felf  how  eafily  Lewis  the  Great 
jwould  fubdue  thofe  Provinces,  if  Nature  had  made 
jus  a  little  nearer  Neighbours  tq  China  j  he  whom 
[the  ftouteft  Places  in  Europe  can  at  belt  withftand  but 
iduring  a  few  Days.  God  has,  by  an  equal  and  juft 
dihribution,  given  the  Cbinefe  but  mean  Soldiers, 
becaufe  no  extraordinary  Actions  could  be  perform’d 
there;  but  to  vanquilli  fuch  Enemies  as  ours,  fo  great 
an  Hero  was  wholly  necelfary. 

it  muft  however  be  granted,  that  in  the  way  of 
Fortification  the  Cbinefe  have  outdone  all  the  Ancients 
in  the  prodigious  Work  that  defends  part  of  their 
Country.  ’Tis  that  which  we  call  the  great  Wall, 
’nd  which  themfelves  Pile  Van  liCham,Chim ,  the  Wall 
tocoo  Stadiums  long ,  which  reaches  from  theEaPern 
3-eaa  to  the  Province  of  Xtmfit  Not  that  its  length 
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is  fo  great  as  they  fpeak  it ;  but  if  you  reckon  all  it 
Windings,  it  will  really  appear  to  be  no  lcfs  than  >0- 
Leagues.  You  rauft  not  conceive  it  as  a  plain  Wall 
for  it  is  fortified  with  Towers  much  like  the  Citj 
Walls  I  have  mention’d  ;  and  in  the  places  where  tin 
Paffes  might  be  more  ealily  forced,  they  have  raifet 
two  or  three  Bulwarks  one  behind  another,  whicl 
may  give  themfelves  a  mutual  Defence,  whofe  enor 
mous  thickncls,  and  the  Forts  which  command  al 
the  Avenues,  being  all  guarded  by  great  number 
of  Forces,  prated  the  Cbinefe  from  all  Attempts  or 
that  fide. 

Chinn  being  divided  from  Tartary  by  a  Chain  q1 
Mountains,  the  Wall  has  been  carried  on  over  the 
higheil  Hills,  and  is  now  tall  and  then  low,  as  tin 
Ground  allowed ;  for  you  mull:  not  think,  as  fonii 
have  imagined,  that  the  top  of  it  is  level  through 
out,  and  that  from  the  bottom  of  the  deepeft  Va'e 
it  could  have  been  raifed  to  be  as  high  as  the  tailed 
Mountains.  So  when  they  fay  that  it  is  of  a  won 
derful  height,  we  muft  underhand  it  of  the  Spot  ol 
Ground  it  is  built  on;  for  of  it  felf  it  is  rather  lowci 
than  thofe  of  their  Cities,  and  but  four,  or  at  moll 
five  Feet  in  thicknefs.  , 

It  is  almoft  all  built  with  Brick,  bound  with  fuel 
firong  Mortar,  that  not  only  it  has  lafted  thefe  fevera 
Ages,  but  is luarce  the  worfe.  It  is  above  1 800  Y ear: 
fincc  Emperor  Chikobamti  raifed  it  to  prevent  the  In 
furredion  of  the  neighbouring  Tartars.  This  was  a: 
once  one  of  the  greateft  and  maddeft  Undertaking 
that  I  ever  heard  of;  for  tho’  indeed  it  was  a  pru¬ 
dent  Caution  of  the  Chinefe  thus  to  guard  the  eaiicl: 
Avenues,  how  ridiculous  was  it  of  them  to  carry  tbei: 
Wall  to  the  top  of  forne  Precipices  which  the  Bird, 
can  fcarce  reach  with  their  Flight,  and  on  which  iti 
impofiible  the  Tartarian  Horfe  Ihould  afeend  :  Ant 
if  they  could  fancy  that  an  Army  could  have  clam 
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bered  up  thither,  how  could  they  believe  that  fo  thin 
and  low  a  Wall  as  they  have  made  it  in  fuch  places, 
could  be  of  any  Defence. 

As  for  my  part,  I  admire  how  the  Materials  have 
been  conveyed  and  made  ufe  of  there ;  and,  indeed, 
it  was  not  done  without  a  valt  Charge,  and  the  lofs 
of  more  Men  than  would  have  perifhed  by  the  great- 
eft  Fury  of  their  Enemies.  It  is  faid,thac  during  the 
Reigns  of  the  Chinfie  Emperors,  this  Wall  was  guard¬ 
ed  by  a  Million  of  Soldiers ;  but  now  that  part  of 
Ternary  belongs  to  China ,  they  are  content  with 
manning  well  the  worft  fituated,  but  bell  fortified 
Parts  of  it.  - 

Among  the  other  Fortrefles  of  the  Kingdom,  there 
are  above  a  Thouland  of  the  firft  rate ;  the  reft  are 
lefs  remarkable, and  indeed  fcarce  deferve  that  Name  % 
yet  all  are  very  well  garrifoned,  and  by  that  one  may 
judge  what  vaft  Armies  are  conftantly  kept  on  foot. 
However,  this  is  not  the  only  part  in  which  China 
excels  other  Nations,  for  to  confider  her  only  in  her 
Military  Capacity,  will  hardly  raife  our  Wonder ; 

:  But  who  can  enough  admire  the  Numbers,  Greatnefs, 
Beauty  and  Government  of  their  Trading  Towns  ? 
they  are  generally  divided  into  three  Gaffes  3  of  the 
nrft  there  are  above  160,  of  the  fecond  270,  and  of 
the  third  near  1200,  befides  near  300  walled  Cities 
more,  which  they  leave  out  as  not  worth  obferving, 
tho’  they  come  but  little  Ihort  either  of  them,  either 
in  the  number  of  Inhabitants  or  greatnefs  of  Trade, 
The  greater  and  Idler  Villages  are  numberlefs,  efpe- 
daily  thofe  of  the  Southern  Provinces,  In  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Xanfi  and  Xer.fi  they  are  for  the  moft  part 
furrounded  with  Walls  and  good  Ditches,  with  Iron 
Gates,  which  the  Country  People  Ihut  at  Night,  and 
guard  in  the  Day-time,  to  proted  themfelves  from 
Thieves,  and  from  the  Infults  of  the  Soldiers,  who 
are  not  always  to  be  kept  in  by  the  Officers, 
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The  largenefsof  thefe  Cities  isnotlefs  amazing 
than  their  Number.  Pekin,  which  I  have  already  had 
the  Honour  to  mention  to  your  Highnefs,  is  not  to  be 
compared  to  Nankim,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  Kiam. 
vim ,  a  Town  formerly  enclofed  within  three  Walls, 
the  outermoft  of  which  was  1 6  long  Leagues  round. 
Some  Works  of  it  are  ftilltobe  feen, which  one  would 
rather  think  to  be  the  Bounds  of  a  Province  than  a 
City.  When  the  Emperors  kept  their  Court  there, 
its  Inhabitants  were,  no  doubt,  numberlefs.  Its  Si¬ 
tuation,  Haven,  Plenty,  the  Fertility  of  the  Neigh¬ 
bouring  Lands,  and  the  Canals  made  near  it  for  the 
Improveiient  of  Trade,  could  not  but  make  it  a  fine  I 
City.  It  has  fince  loft  much  of  its  former  Splendor, 
however,  if  you  include  thofe  who  live  in  its  Sub¬ 
urbs,  and  on  the  Canals,  it  is  ftill  more  populous  than 
Pc£/w,and  tho’  the  unarable  Hills,  the  plough’d  Lands, 
Gardens,  and  vaft  empty  places  which  are  within  its 
Walls,  render  it  really  lefs  than  it  feems,  yet  what  is 
Inhabited  does  ftill  make  a  prodigious  big  City. 

'  The  Streets  are  not  very  broad,  but  very  well  Pa¬ 
ved  ;  thpHoufes  low,but  cleanly,  and  the  Shops  very 
rich,  being  filled  with  Scuffs,  Silks,  and  other  coffly 
Wares :  In  a  word,  it  is  as  fifie  Center  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  where  you  may  find  ail  the  Curiofities  which 
are  any  where  found  in  the  whole  Kingdom.  There 
the  moft  famous  Doctors,  and  the  Ma>:darins,who are 
out;  of  Btifinefs,  ufuallv  fettle  themfelves,  having  the 
conveniency  of  fevera!  Libraries  filled  with  choice  of 
good  Books ;  their  Printing  is  fairer,  their  Artificers 
are  better  Workmen,  the  Tongue  more  polite,  and 
the  Accent  fmoother  than  any  where  elfe;  and  truly 
no  other  City  were  fo  proper  for  the  Emperor’s  Seat, 
were  it  not  for  the  States  Advantage  that  he  fliould 
refide  near  the  Frontiers.  It  is  alfo  famous  on  other 
Accounts. 

Firft,  For  the  River  /<?.:?«  on  which  it  is  fituated, 
which. 
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which  is  the  largeft,  deepeft,  and  moft  navigable  in 
the  whole  Empire;  being  in  that  part  of  it  which 
bathes  the  City,  near  half  a  League  broad. 

Secondly,  The  Royal  Obfervatory  on  the  top  of 
a  Mountain,  where  flood  formerly  a  Platform  and 
proper  Inftruments  (which  were  fince  removed  to 
Pekin )  but  now  only  fome  old  Buildings  remain,  and 
a  large  fquare  Hall,  newly  built  as  an  Acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  Emperor  Camhfs  kind  Vifit  to  that  City. 
This  was  a  Trick  of  the  Mandarins,  who  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  railing  a  Monument  of  that  Prince’s  Favour, 
got  confiderable  Sums  of  Money  from  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  not  half  of  which  was  laid  out.  •*. 

In  the  Third  place  for  a  large  Tower,  vulgarly  cal¬ 
led  the  China-tower.  There  is  without  the  City  (and 
not  within,  as  fome  have  wrote)  a  Houfe  nam’d  by 
the  Chinefe,  The  temple  of  Gratitude,  (Pao-gren-jfe)  built 
300  Years  ago  by  the  Emperor  Yonlo.  It  is  raifed  on 
a  Maffive  Bafis,  built  with  Brick,  and  furrounded 
with  a  Rail  of  unpolilh’d  Marble :  There  are  ten 
or  twelve  Steps  all  round  it,  by  which  you  afcend 
to  the  lowermoft  Hall,  the  Floor  of  which  ftands 
one  Foot  higher  than  the  Bafis,  leaving  a  little  Walk 
two  Feet  wide  all  rouffd  it. 

The  Front  of  this  Hall  or  Temple  is  adorn’d  with 
a  Gallery  and  fome  Pillars.  The  Roofs  (for  in  China 
there  are  ufually  two,  one  next  to  the  top  of  the  Wall, 
and  a  narrower  over  that)  are  cover’d  with  Green 


wrought  one  within  the  other,  which  with  the  Chine] e 
isnofmallOrnament.I  confefs  that  medley  of  Beams, 
Joyces,  Rafters,  and  Pinions,  is  a  Angularity  which 
furprifes  us,  becaufe  we  muft  needs  judge  that  fuch 
a  Walk  was  not  done  without  great  Expence :  But 
to  fpeak  truth  ,  it  proceeds  only  from  the  Igno‘- 
ranceof  their  Workmen,  who  never  could  find 
G  out 


varniih  d  mining  Tiles ;  and  the  Ceiling  within  is 
painted  and  madeupoffeveral  little  pieces  differently 
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oat  that  noble  fimpicity,  in  which  confiftsboth  the 
Strength  and  Beauty  of  our  Buildings. 

This  Hall  has  no  Light  but  what  comes  in  at  the 
Doors,  of  which  there  are  three  very  large  ones  that 
give  admittance  into  the  Tower  I  fpeak  of,  which  is 
part  of  this  Temple.  It  is  of  an  Octangular  Figure, 
about  40  Feet  broad,  fo  that  each  fide  is  1  y  Foot 
wide.  A  Wall  in  the  like  Form  is  built  round  it,  at 
two  Fathoms  and  a  half  diftance,  and  being  mode¬ 
rately  high,  fupports  the  one  fide  of  the  Pent-houfe, 
which  iffiies  from  the  Tower,  and  thus  makes  a  pret¬ 
ty  kind  of  a  Gallery.  This  Tower' is  nine  Stories 
high,  eachStory  being  adorn’d  with  a  Cornilh  three 
Feet  wide,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Windows,  and  di- 
ftinguiflied  by  little  Pent-houfes  like  the  former,  but 
narrower,  and  (like  the  Tower  it  felf)  decreafing  in 
breadth  as  they  increafe  in  height. 

The  Wall  is,  at  the  bottom,  at  leaff  twelve  Feet 
thick,  and  above  eight  and  a  half  at  the  top,  cafed 
with  China- Ware  laid  flat-wife;  for  tho’  the  Weather 
has  fomething  impair’d  its  Beauty,  there  is  yet  enough 
remaining  to  ihew  that  it  is  real  China ,  tho’  of  the  cour¬ 
ier  fort ;  fince  ’tis  impoffible  that  Bricks  could  have 
retained  that  Luftre  above  30c*  Years. 

The  Stair-cafe  within  is  narrow  and  troublefome, 
the  Steps  being  very  high.  Each  Story  is  made  up  of 
thick  pieces  of  Timber  laid  crofs-wife,  and  on  them 
a  Floor,  the  Ceiling  of  each -Room  being  beautify’d 
with  Paintings,  if  fuch  Painting  as  theirs  can  be  cal¬ 
led  a  Beauty.  The  Walls  of  the  upper  Rooms  bear 
feveral  fmall  Niches  full  of  carv’d  Idols,  which  makes 
a  pretty  kind  of  Checker.  The  whole  Work  is  gilt, 
and  looks  hie  carv’d  Stone  or  Marble;  but  I  believe 
it  to  be  only  Brick,  for  the  Chimfe  are  very  skilful  in 
Ramping  all  kind  of  Ornaments  on  it,  which  thro’ 
the  finenefs  of  their  lifted  Mould  becomes  more  ea- 
fie  to  them  than  to  us. 
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The  firft  FJoor  is  the  moft  lofty,  but  the  reft  are 
of  an  equal  height.  I  have  told  the  Steps,  which  are 
190  in  number,  being  alniofl  all  10  large  Inches  high; 
having  meafur’d  them  very  nicely,  which  amounts 
to  1  Feet.  If  you  add  to  this  the  height  of  the  Ba~ 
(is,  that  of  the  ninth  Story,  which  has  no  Steps  to 
mount  thence  to  the  top,  and  the  Cupolo,  the  Sumnl 
will  be  at  leaft  200  Feet  in  height  from  the  Ground. 

This  Cupolo  is  none  of  the  leaft  Ornaments  of  that 
Building, being, as  it  were, an  extraordinary  thick  Malt 
or  May-pole,  which  from  the  Floor  of  the  eighth 
Story,  rifes  above  $0  Feet  higher  than  the  top  of  the 
Tower.  Round  it  a  great  piece  of  Iron  runs  in  a 
fpiral-Line,feveral  Feet  diftant  from  the  Pole,  fo  that 
it  looks  like  a  hollow  Cave,on  the  top  of  which  is  pla¬ 
ced  a  very  large  golden  Ball.  This  it  is  that  the  Chincfe 
call  the  Forcclain-Tciver ,  and  which  fome  Europeans- 
would  name  the  Brick-one.  Whatever  it  may  be  made 
of,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  beft-contriv’d  and  nobleft 
Structure  of  all  the  Eafl.  From  its  top  you  have  a 
Profpeft  of  the  whole  City,  and  efpecially  of  the 
fountain  on  which  ftands  the  Obfervatory,  which 
lies  a  good  League  North  Eafi  and  by  East  from  it. 

Nankins  was  alfo  famous  for  the  bignefs  of  itsBellsj 
but  their  weight  having  worndown  the  Steeple  which 
they  were  hung  in,  the  whole  Building  fell  down, and 
they  ftill  lie  upon  the  Ground;  There  is  one  in  the 
way  between  our  College  and  the  Obfervatory , whole 
height  is  1 1  Feetj  and  that  of  its  handle  or  ear  by 
which  it  hangs  2,  and  its  diameter  is  7.  The  outward, 
circumference  is  22  Feetj  which  indeed  leffens  to¬ 
wards  the  top, but  not  in  the  fame  proportion  with  our 
Bells  here,  for  the  Figure  is  almoft  a  Cylinder,  if  you 
take  away  a  coniideratile  Swelling  towards  the  mid¬ 
dle,  where  the  Circumference  is  equal  to  that  of  the 
bottom.  Its  lower  Brim  is  fix  Inches  and  a  half  thic^ 
but  grows  thinner  and  thinner,  to  the  bowing  where 
G  2  the 
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the  Cone  begins,  fo  that  under  the  Ear  it  is  not  above 
z  Inches  thick,  which  may  be  meafur’d  exactly  e- 
nough,  becaufe  they  pierce  their  Bells  at  the  top  to 
increafe  their  Sound  as  they  Fancy.  The  Metal  is 
brittle,  and  very  ill  call,  being  full  of  little  Knobs. 

Thefe  Bells  were  call  during  the  Ninth  Reign  be¬ 
fore  this.  Each  have  their  particular  Name ;  the  one 
being  call’d  Tcboui ,  The  Hanger ;  another  Che,  the  En¬ 
ter  ;  a  third  Choui  or  So,  the  Sleeper ;  and  a  fourth  Si, 
the  Flyer ;  for  tho’-  there  are  but  three  in  the  City,  the 
Cbinefe  Geographers  place  a  fourth  beyond  the  Rivet 
Kiam.  Now  fuppofing  that  a  Cubical  Foot  of  Bra6 
weigh  64$  Pound,  the  Bell  which  I  meafur’d  Ihould 
weigh  about  90  Thoufand,  fuppofing  it  to  be  of  an 
equal  bignefs  and  thicknefs.  As  for  the  bignefs,  there 
is  no  great  difference,  but  the  thicknefs  leffens  from 
the  bottom  to  the  top,  where,  as  I  have  faid,  it  is  but 
two  Inches  thick ;  fo  that  allowing  it  be  one  with  a- 
nother  four  Inches  thick  and  better  throughout,  the 
Bell  will  weigh  about  joooo  l  and  be  twice  as  heavy 
as  that  at  Erfort,  which  Father  Kircher  affirms  to  be 
the  biggeft  in  the  World. 

But  this  is  nothing  to  what  there  is  at  Pe£/»,  which 
can  ftew  feven  caft  under;  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor 
Yonlo,  near  300  years  ago,  weighing  120000  /.  each, 
They  are  xx  Feet  wide,  40  round,  and  12  high,  be- 
Tides  the  Ear,  which  is  at  lead  3  Foot  in  height.  This, 
My  Lard,  I  own  is  furprizing,  and  could  fcarce  be 
believed,  had  we  not  Father  Verbicfs  Word  for  it, 
who  himfelf  has  exactly  meafur’d  them. 

-  But  as  much  as  their  Bells  exceeds  ours  in  bignefs, 
fomuch  do  ours  exceed  them  in  Sound,  whether  out 
Metal  or  way  of  calling  be  better.  Be  pleas’d  how¬ 
ever  to  read  what  Father  Magalhaens  writes  of  that 
which  is  in  the  Palace  at  Eekin.  Its  Sound,  fays  he,  <i 
fo.  clear,  fo  pleafant  and  harmonists,  that  it  feems  to  proceei 
from  a  Mufical  Injlrumetn  mmh  rather  than  a  Bell.  A) 
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this  muft  be  underftood  comparatively  ;  and  perhaps 
the  Author  had  never  heard  any  thing  of  that  kind 
like  it.  As  for  my  part,  all  the  Bells  I  have  heard 
there,  havefeem’d  tome  to  make  but  a  dull,  obfcure 
Noife,  as  one  may  eafily  imagine,  for  their  Clappers 
are  not  made  of  Iron  but  Wood.  However  that  be, 
(for  it  deferves  not  a  longer  Enquiry)  it  is  certain, 
that  the  C hinefe  have  in  all  their  Cities  very  big  ones, 
with  which  they  diftinguilh  the  Five  Watches  of  the 
Night ;  which  they  reckon  from  feven  or  eight  of 
the  Clock  in  the  Evening :  They  begin  the  firft  with 
ftriking  once,  which  they  repeat  a  moment' after,  and 
fo  on  tiil  the  fecond  Watch,  then  they  ftrike  two 
ftrokes,  and  at  the  third  Watch  three,  and  fo  on :  So 
that  thefe  Bells  are  as  lo  many  repeating  Clocks, which 
every  other  Moment  inform  you  what  time  of  Night 
it  is.  They  alfo  ufe  for  the  fame  purpofe  a  very  great 
Drum,  which  they  beat  in  the  fame  manner. 

Thefe  two  Imperial  Cities  which  I  have  now  been 
defcribing, might  alone  rendered  deferv’dlyfamous, 
i  but  the  Metropolis  of  moft  Provinces  are  fo  big,  that 
each  were  fiuo  be  the  Chief  of  an  Empire.  Sigan, 
the  Capital  City  of  Xenfi,  is  three  Leagues  round.  I 
have  had  the  curiolity  to  meafure  it  my  felf,  which 
was  not  difficult,  the  Walls  which  inclofe  it  making 
an  exaft  Square.  Its  Ditcjtes,  which  are  partly  dry, 
and  partly  fill’d  with  Water,  are  very  fine ;  its  Walls 
thick  and  tall,as  well  as  the  fquareTowers  that  defend 
them ;  its  Bulworks  very  broad,  and  its  Gates,  at  lead 
fome,  moft  ftately,  and  like  thofe  at  Pekin.  The  City 
i  is  divided  into  two  Parts  by  an  Earthen  Wall,  which 
runs  almoft  from  one  end  to  the  other.  The  one 
half  is  inhabited  by  theTWm,  who  keep  the  biggeft 
|  Garrifon,  tho’  in  the  other  where  the  Chinefe  dwell, 
there  are  alfo  a  good  Body  of  Troops.  There  may 
I  ftill  be  feen  an  old  Palace,  the  Refidence  of  the  an- 
I  cient  Kings  of  that  Country,  who  were  powerful, 
G  5  ’not 
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ryot  only  becaufe  of  the  vaft  Extent  of  their  Domini, 
cns,  but  aifo  thro’  the  Bravery  and  Courage  of  their 
Subjects ;  for  among  all  the  Chinefe,  there  are  net 
any  better- proportion'd,  or  more  ftrong,  flout  and 
laborious  than  thefe.  As  for  the  Houfes,  they  are,  a 
every  where  elfe  in  China,  low,  and  not  over-wei 
built ;  their  Furniture  is  not  fo  neat  as  in  the  Sou. 
them  Parts,  their  Varni/h  not  fo  fmooth,  their 
not  fo  plentiful,  nor  their  Workmen  fo  ingenious. 

Hawdm,  the  chief  City  of  the  Province  of  Ckeli- 
am*,  is  aifo  one  of  the  richeft  and  greateft  in  the  Em¬ 
pire.  The  Chinefe  fay  it  is  four  Leagues  round,  and, I 
.  believe,  they  ted  no  Lye.  The  Streets  are  as  full  of 
T epple  as  at  Parts,  and  the  Suburbs  befides  being  very 
large,  and  the  Canals  crowded  with  an  infinite  num- 
.  ber  of  Boats,  I  believe  it  to  be  as  populous  as  tie 
greateft  Cities  in  Europe.  The  Garrifon  confifts  in 
iocoo  Men,  2000  of  which  are  Chinefe.  The  Wa¬ 
ter  of  their  Canals  is  not  clear,  nor  their  Street! 
broad,  but  the  Shops  are  near,  and  the  Merchann 
there  .are  reputed  to  be  very  rich. 

Eajhvards  from  the  City  runs  a  River  half  a  League 
broad,  being  near  the  Sea,  but  indeed  not  very  con  ] 
fiderable,  for  a  little  higher  it  is  but  an  ufelefs  Tor¬ 
rent,  which  runs  thro5  abundance  of  Rocks.  A  Lake 
liesclofe  to  it  to  the  Weftwards,  which  is  about  two 
Leagues  round.  The  Water  is  clear,  but  very  /hal¬ 
low  ;  deep. enough  however  for  fome  large  Flat-bet- 
tpnf  d  Boats,  which  the  Chinefe  keep  there,  like  fo 
many  floating  Iflands,  where  their  young  People  take 
their  Pleafure.  In  the  middle  ftands  an  Eland  where 
they  ufual'y  land,  having  built  there  a  Temple  and 
fome  Houfes  for  their  Diverfion.  Of  this  Lake  fome 
Relations  have  made  an  inchanted  Place.  I  have 
read  that  it  was  built  round  with  /lately  Lloufes  and 
noble  Palaces.  This  might  be;  but  if  true,  a  great 
yare  was  cei  tainly  taken  that  not  fo  much  as  the  Ieaft 
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Track  or  Memory  of  it  fhould  remain.  But  perhaps 
they  gave  that  name  to  fome  Wooden  thatch’d  Dwel¬ 
lings,  in  which  China  does  every  where  abound,  then 
indeed  a  fhort  while  might  make  great  Alterations, 
for  Time  needs  not  ufe  its  utmoft  Efforts  to  pull  them 
down.  However,  if  this  City  is  not  fo  eminent  for 
Buildings,  it  is  commendable  for  being  one  of  the 
beft  lituated  in  the  Empire,  for  the  prodigious  number 
of  its  Inhabitants,  the  conveniency  of  its  Canals,  and 
the  great  Traffick  which' is  made  there  in  the  fineft 
Silks  in  the  World. 

What  is  fupriling  in  China  is,  That  whereas,  being 
gone  thro’  one  of  thefe  Cities,  you  would  feare’e  ex- 
ped  to  meet  with  the  like,  you  ace  hardly  out  of  fight 
of  it  before  you  are  in  view  of  fuch  another.  As  for 
Example ;  Going  along  the  great  Canal  from  Hamcka 
you  come  to  Suchett,  which  is  not  far  from  it,  and  if 
you  believe  the  Inhabitants,  contains  four  Leagues  in 
circuit,  being  indeed  of  a  vaft  extent.  It  is  alfo  the 
ufual  Refidence  of  a  Viceroy,  and  has  as  great  a  Trade 
as  any  City  in  the  Empire.  Ido not  find  it  to  be  pro- 
portionably  as  Populous  as  thofe  I  have  mentioned ; 
but  the  Suburbs,  and  multitude  of  Boats  amaze  new 
Comers.  Thofe  who  have  the  patience  to  fpend  a 
few  minutes  on  the  Water-fide,  and  view  the  Throngs 
of  People  that  come  to  cheapen  Commodities,  would 
imagine  it  to  be  a  Fair,  to  which  the  whole  Empire 
were  crowding ;  and  the  Officers  there,  tho’  not  over 
r  Arid,  are  fo  bulled  in  receiving  the  Cuftoms,  that 
they  are  obliged  to  put  off  to  the  next  day  a  great 
many  Traders,  who  come  to  make  their  Payments. 
This  continual  hurry  among  the  moft  covetous  Nation 
in  the  World,  fhould,  one  would  imagine,  occalion 
frequent  Quarrels,  but  their  Government  is  fo  good, 
and  the  Mandarins  Orders  fo  ftridiy  obierved,"  that 
belides  Abulive  Language,  in  which  die  Cbitxfe  are 
very  fluent,  other  Injuries  are  feldcm  ofiered.  Not 
G  4  far 
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far  from  Sticheu,  you  meet  with  other  Cities  atfmall 
diftances  from  each  other,  fome  a  League  and  a  half 
and  fome  two  Leagues  round.  As  foon  as  you  are 
come  to  the  River  Kiam,  you  meet  with  Chinkiam ,  a 
a  Town  built  on  its  Banks,  one  of  whofe  very 
Suburbs,  which  lies  North-weft,  is  a  large  German 
League  in  circuit :  This  Place  is  fo  populous,  that 
when  I  paffed  thro’  it,  it  was  no  fniall  trouble  to  me, 
to  make  my  way  thro’  the  Crowd,  which  is  ufually. 
as  great  in  thofe  Streets  as  here  at  a  Solemn  Proceffi- 
on.  Over-againft  it,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  River, 
ftands  Qua-cheou,  another  great  trading  Town;  a  lit¬ 
tle  beyond  lies  Yamcbeu ,  one  of  the  moft  remarkable 
Cities  in  the  whole  Empire,  which  according  to  the 
Cbinefe,  contains  Two  Millions  of  Inhabitants. 

If  I  did  not  here  recal  my  felf,  I  Ihould  unawares 
defcribe  all  the  Cities  of  China ;  but  defigning  only  to 
give  your  Highnefs  a  general  account  of  their  Large- 
nefs  and  Number,  I  ihall  without  a  needlefs,  tedious 
defending  into  Particulars,  affure  your  Eminency, 
that  my  felf  have  feen  feven  or  eight  of  them  as  big 
at  lead  as  Paris,  befides  feveral  others  where  I  have 
not  been,  which  I  am  afliir'd  are  not  lefs.  There 
arefourfcore  of  the  firft  Rank,  equal  to  Lyons  or 
Bourdeaux.  Among  zGo  of  the  fecond,  above  ioo 
are  like  Orkance ;  and  among  1200  of  the  third, 
there  are  y  or  600  as  confiderable  as  Rcchel  or  An- 
goitkfmr,  befides  an  innumer..ble  quantity  of  Villa¬ 
ges  greater  and  more  populous  than  Marenes  and 
St.  John  rle  Lux,.  Thefe,  My  Lord,  are  no  Hyperboles , 
neither  do  I  fpcak  by  Hear-fay,  but  having  travel¬ 
led  in  Perfon  over  the  greateft  part  of  China,  I  hope 
your  Highnefs  will  favour  me  fo  far,  as  not  to  que- 
ltion  the  fincerity  of  my  Relation. 

I  ihall  conclude  with  the  feveral  Ports  and  Havens 
of  China,  which  do  not  a  little  contribute  to  the  In- 
creafe  of  its  Wealth.  The  Cbinefe  Emperors  had 
for- 
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forbid  the  Entrance  of  them  to  Foreigners ;  but  the 
Tartars,  more  fond  of  Money  than  of  ancient  Cu- 
ftoms,  have  of  late  years  granted  a  free  Accefs  to 
all  Nations. 

The  firft  beginning  Southwards,  is  Macao,  famous 
for  the  great  Traffick  which  the  Portuguese  formerly 
made  there,  before  the  Dutch  had  expelled  them  out 
of  the  greateft  part  of  the  Indies.  They  ftill  have  a 
Fortrefs  in  it,  but  their  Garrifon  is  fmall,  as  indeed 
they  are  not  able  to  keep  a  very  great  one.  Betides, 
their  bell  way  to  maintain  themfelves  in  this  Poll  is, 
to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  Chinefe,  by  a  blind 
obfequioufnefs  to  all  their  Commands,  which  they  do 
very  wifely.  The  Town,  if  I  may  fo  call  a  few  Hou- 
fesnot  inclos’d  with  any  Walls,  is  built  on  a  narrow 
uneven  Soil,  on  the  point  of  a  fmall  Illand  which 
commands  a  good  Road,  where  Ships,  by  the  means 
of  fevera}  other  little  Illands  which  lie  to  the  Wind¬ 
wards,  are  fecure  from  any  Storm.  The  Haven  is 
narrow  but  fafe  and  commodious.  All  the  Culloms 
belong  to  the  Emperor ;  and  tho’  the  Portuguese  do 
ftill  preferve  a  Form  of  Government  among  them¬ 
felves,  yet  they  obey  the  Mandarins  in  whatfoever 
bears  the  leall  Relation  to  the  Chinefe. 

The  fecond  Haven  of  this  Coalt  is  form’d  by  a 
pretty  wide  River,  up  the  which  great  Velfels  can  go 
as  far  as  Canton.  This  place  is  very  convenient  to 
Foreigners,  becaufe  the  City  fupplies  them  with  a- 
bundance  of  all  kind  of  Merchandifes  and  Refrelh- 
ments  j  but  the  Manaarins  are  not  fond  of  letting 
them  approach  too  near  their  Walls,  left  they  fltould 
befurpris'd,  or  rather,  they  are  unwilling  that  their 
Merchants  ftiould  deal  with  ours,  fince  the  Manda¬ 
rins  fell  them  the  European  Efieds  underhand,  by  o- 
ther  Perfons  whom  they  employ. 

The  Province  of  Fukien,  adjoyning  to  that  of  Can- 
to,  has  another  celebrated  Haven,  which  they  call  E- 
tnotii, 
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mom,  from  the  Iflnnd  which  forms  it,  for  it  is  proper, 
ly  fpeaking,  but  a  Road  lock’d  in  on  the  one  hand  - 
by  the  Continent,  and  on  the  other  by  the  faid  Ifland, 
The  biggeft  Ships  ride  here  fecure,  and  the  Banks  are 
fo  high,  that  they  may  come  as  near  the  Shoar  as  they 
will.  The  lare  great  improvement  of  Trade  in  that 
City,  invites  to  it  a  confiderable  number  of  People, 
andthis  Poll:  has  been  judged  of  fuch  a  Confequence, 
that  the  Emperor  has  for  lome  years  pail:  kept  there  a 
Garrifon  of  fix  or  feven  thoufand  Men  under  a  Cii- 
ttefe  Commander. 

The  fourth  called  Nimfo,  lyes  in  the  moil  Eafler- 
ly  part  of  China :  There  it  was  we  landed.  The  En¬ 
trance  is  very  difficult,  and  wholiy  impracticable'!] 
great  Veflels,  the  Bar  at  the  higheft  Tides  not  being 
above  i  y  Foot  under  Water.  That  place  has  never- 
thelefs  a  very  great  Trade  ;  for  thence  they  makei 
fpeedy  Voyage  to  Japan,  being  but  two  days  in  their 
paffuge  to  Nangazaki.  Thither  they  carry  Silk, Sugar, 
Drugs  and  Wine,  which  they  Exchange  for  Gold, 
Silver  and  Brafs. 

Nimpo  is  a  City  of  the  firfl:  Clafs,  and  was  in  for¬ 
mer  times  very  remarkable,  but  has  been  much  dama¬ 
ged  by  the  late  Wars ;  however,  it  daily  regains 
lomething  of  its  former  Splendor;  the  Walls  are  in  a 
good  Condition, the  City  and  Suburbs  well  inhabited, 
and  the  Garrifon  pretty  numerous.  The  Townii 
Hill  full  of  a  kind  of  Monuments,  called  by  the  Chimjt 
Vaifdm,  or  Tailou,  and  by  us  Triumphal  Arches, which 
are  very  frequent  in  China. 

They  conlill  in  three  great  Arches  abreaft,  built 
with  long  Marble  Stones.  That  in  the  middle  is  much 
higher  than  the  other  two.  The  four  Columns  which 
fup port  them  arefometimes  round,  but  oftner  fquare, 
made  of  one  only  Stone  placed  on  an  irregular  Bafts 
In  fome  no  Bajls  is  to  be  feen,‘  whether  they  never  had 
any,  or  that  thro’  Age  it  was  funk  into  the  Ground, 
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They  have  no  Capitals,  but  the  Trunk  is  faften’d  into 
the  Architrave,  if  we  will  give  that  name  to  fome  Fi¬ 
gures  over  the  Pillars.  The  Prize  is  better  diftinguifh- 
ed,  but  too  high  in  proportion  to  the  reft  j  they  a- 
dorn  it  with  Infcriptions,  beautiful  Figures,  and  em- 
boffed  Sculptures ,  with  Knots  wrought  loofe  one 
within  anothe,  with  Flowers  curioufly  carved,  and 
Birds  flying  as  it  were  from  the  Stone,  which  in  my 
Mind  are  Mafter-pieces. 

Not  that  all  thefe  Arches  are  of  this  make :  Some 
are  fo  ordinary  that  they  are  not  worth  the  feeing  ; 
but  others,  there  are  which  cannot  enough  be  prized  ; 
Inftead  of  a  Comjh,  they  have  before  and  behind  large 
flat  Marble-ftones  like  Pent-houfes.  There  are  fo  ma- 
ny  of  thefe  Monuments  at  Nimpo,  that  in  fome  places 
I  they  are  more  a  Trouble  than  an  Ornament,  cho’ 
at  a  diftance  they  make  an  agreeable  Profped. 

I  have  omitted  the  Haven  of  Na-nkim,  which,  in 
reafon,  becaufe  of  the  breadth  and  depth  of  the  Ri¬ 
ver  Kiam  Ihould  have  been  firft  in  order  5  but  no 
Ships  put  in  there  at  prefent.  I  do  not  know  whe¬ 
ther  the  Mouth  of  the  faid  River  is  now  choaked  up 
with  Sand ;  but  fure  I  am,  that  the  whole  Fleet  of 
that  famous  Pyrat,  who  befieg’d  Nankim  during  the 
late  Troubles,  paffed  it  without  any  difficulty  5  and 
perhaps  it  is  to  prevent  any  fuch  Accident  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  that  the  Cbintft  will  not  make  ufe  of  it,  that 
by  degrees  it  may  grow  out  of  knowledge. 

This,  My  Lord ,  is  in  general  what  may  be  faid  of 
the  Ports,  Fortrefles  and  Cities  of  China,  the  number 
of  which  is  fo  great,  that  fcarce  can  a  Traveller  di- 
flinguiih  them,  they  lie  fo  thick  together.  There- 
[  fore  the  Cb'wefe  have  ever  thought  that  no  Nation  in 
the  World  was  tobecompard  to  them,  much  like 
thofe  People  whom  the  Prophet 
reprefents  faying ,  *  This  is  that  '  *  Zeph.  2.  1  f. 
great  mtd glorious  City  which  has  Jut- 

J5M 
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fifed  for  fo  many  Tears,  and  faith ,  I  truly  am  a  City ,  anl 
there  is  mm  befides  me.  The  Chinefe  indeed  were  lome- 
thing  excufable  in  this  Pointy  fince  they  knew  of 
nothing  beyond  the  Seas  of  Japan  and  Forelb  of 
Tartary ;  but  what  we  have  told  them,  that  the  IVijl 
had  alfo  its  Cities  and  Kingdoms,  which  in  feveral 
things  exceeds  theirs,  has  very  much  humbled  them, 
being  not  a  little  vexed  that  their  Title  to  the  Uni- 
verfal  Monarchy  fhould  now  be  queftion’d,  after  ha¬ 
ving  enjoy’d  it  above  4000  Years. 

Our  Comfort,  My  Lord,  is,  that  thefe  proud  Cities 
which  ftil’d  themfelves  Ladies  of  the  Univerfe,  have 
been  forc’d  to  open  their  Gates  to  the  Gofpel,  and 
are  partly  fubdu’d  by  our  Religi- 
*  Ifaiah  2 6.  y.  on.  *  Thofe  that  dwelt  in  high  flu. 

ces  have  bowed  their  heads,  and  tlx 
Lord  has  in  a  holy  manner  brought  low  the  lofty  Cititt. 
This,  My  Lord,  has  often  fupported  me  in  the  midfl 
of  my  Labours  and  Travels.  I  have  feen  but  few  Ci¬ 
ties  where  Chriftianity  had  made  no  Progrefs ;  and 
among  thofe  Crowds  of  Worlhippers  of  Belial,  1 
have  obferv’d  a  cbofen  People,  which  worlhipped  the 
Lord  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth.  Our  Churches  are  now  the 
Ornament  of  thofe  very  Cities,  which  during  fo 
many  Ages  have  been  defil’d  with  Idols;  and  the 
Crofs  rais'd  above  their  Houfes,  confounds  Superfti- 
tion,  and  gains  it  felf  relpedfrom  the  very  Gentiles. 

What  then  remains,  My  Lord,  but  that  we  labour 
with  the  utm  ft  diligence  to  the  perfe&ing  of  a  Work 
worthy  the  Zeal  of  the  firft  Apoftles.  Woe  to  thofe 
who  are  kept  there  by  the  Care  of  the  Head  of  the 
Church,  and  the  Liberality  of  Chriftian  Princes,  if 
thro1  Negligence  or  an  ill-grounded  Cowardice,  they 
fail  of  rendring  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  vaft  Citiesa 
Holy  Nation.  Hitherto,  thro’  God’s  good  Grace,  the 
Miniiters  of  the  Gfpd  have  not  been  afham’d  of  their 
Profetlion,  not  before  the  Pagan  Magiftrates ;  and 
when 
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when  forc’d  by  a  long  Exile  to  quit  their  beloved 
Churches,  they  all  might  with  St.  Paul  fay,  You  know 
I  have  endeavour’d  to  ferve  the  Lord  in  all  Humility, with 
many  Years,  and  notwithstanding  the  Crojfes  I  have  met 
with  from  the  Heathen  ;  that  I  have  hid  nothing  from  you 
that  might  he  to  your  advantage ,  no  hindrance  being  flrong 
enough  to  prevent  my  preaching  it  both  in  publick  and  pri¬ 
vate  ;  but  rather  admonijhingyou  all  to  be  penitent  towards 
God,  and  faithful  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chr'tB. 

I  know  that  thofe  who  have  compos’d  whole  Vo¬ 
lumes  tocry  down  our  Catholick  Millions,  will  nota- 
gree  to  what  1  have  faid.  Men,  who  have  once  profef- 
ied  themfelves  Enemies  to  the  Orthodox  Do&rine,  at¬ 
tack  it  every  where,  and  make  it  their  bufincfs  to  flan- 
der  fuch  as  preach  it :  But  it  may  be  a  Comfort  to  us, 
that  we  have  no  other  Adverfaries  but  thofe  who  are 
fuch  to  our  Church,  and  that  we  are  only  blam’d  by 
thofe  whofe  Praife  would  be  a  Reproach  to  us. 

However  we  ftand  in  daily  need  of  the  Affiftance 
of  our  kind  Protestors ;  for  in  what  part  of  this  World 
can  naked  Truth  and  diftreffed  Innocence  withftand 
alone  the  force  of  inveterate  Malice?  In  yo\i,myLord, 
we  hope  to  find  one  full  of  Zeal  and  Juftice.  The  Ap¬ 
probation  of  fo  great  a  Prince,  whofe  Wit,  Judgment 
and  Uprightnefs  are  well  known  to  all  Europe ,  is  able 
alone  tofilence  and  confound  our  Enemies.  And  when 
it  is  once  known  that  you  are  in  fome  Concern  for  our 
Affairs, that  you  are  fenfible  of  our  Labours,  perfwa- 
ded  that  our  Defigns  are  good,  and  willing  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  carry  them  on ;  none  fure  will  then  be  fo  da¬ 
ring  and  harden’d  a  Calumniator  as  to  fpeak  againft 
our  Millions  to  China,  or  refleSl  on  our  Conduft  in 
that  Country.  I  am  with  a  profound  Refpeft, 

My  Lord, 

YourEminency’smoft  humble 

and  obedient  Servant , 

L.J. 

LET- 
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LETTER  IV. 

To  the  Count  de  Ctecy. 

Of  the  Clime,  Soil ,  C.Wr,  Rivers  and  Fruiti 
of  CHINA. 

My  Lord,  , 

Hp  H  E  French  Miffionaries  to  C&Am,  are  fo  highly 
X  oblig’d  to  your  whole  Family,  that  among  the 
mod  important  Commands,  they  have  honour'd  me 
with  for  Europe,  that  of  returning  you  their  hearty 
Thanks  was  earneftly  recommended  to  my  Care. 

I  know,  My  Lord,  that  how  great  foever  your  Fa¬ 
vours  may  have  been,  your  feveral  Employments, 
and  the  unbounded  Application  with  which  you 
ferve  his  Majefty,  have  fomewhat  curb’d  your  Zeal. . 

But  what  is  not  owing  from  us  to  tr  at  other  Self 
of  yours,  (pardon  the  Expreffion)  whom  his  Bipod, 
Name,  Wit,  and  a  thoufand  excellentQualifications, 
do  fo  confound  with  you,  that  we  can  fcarce  diftin- 
guifh  the  one  from  the  other  ?  In  all  our  Travels  in 
which  fomeof  us  have  already  reckon’d  above  400c  0 
Leagues,  we  have  not  made  a  Step  without  his  Or¬ 
ders  and  Affiftance.  His  Zeal  has  excited  to  11s  no¬ 
ble  Enterprifes,  his  Prudence  dire&ed  us  how  to  car¬ 
ry  them  on,  his  Courage  ftrengchen’d  us  againft  all 
Oppolition  ,  and  I  hope  his  unlhaken  Conftancy 
will  at  laft  give  Succefs  to  one  of  the  rnoft  noble  At- 
chievements  that  this  Age  has  produc'd,  to  our 
Church’s  good,  to  the  improvement  of  Learning, 
and  to  his  Glory  who  fways  the  Gallick  Sceptre. 

Thus,  My  Lord,  while  you  make  known  his  Name 
in  the  feveral  Courts  of  Europe,  he  fpreads  yours  a- 
broad  thro’  the.  new  World,  where  he  is  equally  re¬ 
verenc’d 


and  Fruits  of  China.  pi 

verenc’d  by  the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel,  vvhofe  Sup¬ 
port  he  is,  and  dreaded  by  thofe  of  Paganifm  and  I- 
dolarry,  whofe  Ruin  he  is  the  occafion  of.  I  the  more 
willingly  do  Juftice  to  his  Merit,  becaufe  I  cannot 
write  on  a  Subject  more  agreeable  to  your  Lord  ft  ip ; 
and  if  I  had  not  already  fpoke  of  it  in  private  Con- 
verfation,  I  were  to  blame  to  give  over  fo  foon. 

But  after  having  indulg’d  a  Father’s  Tendernels,  is 
it  not  time  you  ftould  fatisfie  a  State-man’s  Curiofity? 

I  have  often  defcrib’d  Europe  to  the  Chinefe,  who  have 
admir’d  its  Politenefs,  Beauty  and  Magnificence ;  it 
is  but  juft  that  I  make  China  known  to  that  European 
who  is  beft  able  to  judge  of  its  true  Grandure.  I 
have,  My  Lord ,  pitch  d  upon  the  following  Particu¬ 
lars,  being  fuch  as  will  give  you  a  true  Idea  of  that 
Country,  and  will  perhaps  give  fome  Pleafure  in  the 
reading. 

China  being  of  a  large  Extent,  the  Nature  of  the 
Soil  is  different,  according  to  its  particular  Situation, 
as  it  lies  more  or  lefs  Southward,.  I  can  however  af¬ 
fine  yourLordftip,  that  the  leaft  of  its  Fifteen  Pro¬ 
vinces,  is  fo  populous  and  fertile,  that  in  Europe  it 
would  make  alone  a  confiderable  State j  and  a  Prince 
who  ftould  enjoy  it,  might  have  Wealth  and  Sub¬ 
lets  enough  to  content  a  moderate  Ambition. 

This  Land,  likeall  others,  is  divided  into  Hills  and 
Plains ;  but  the  latter  are  fo  even,  that  one  would 
think  the  Chinefe  have  ever  fince  the  Foundation  of 
their  Monarchy  been  employ'd  in  nothing  elfe  but 
levelling  them,  and  making  them  into  Gardens;  and 
their  manner  of  meliorating  the  Ground  being  ro  let 
Water  thro’  it,  they  could  not  devife  a  better  way  to 
diftribute  it  equally ;  elfe  thofe  Parts  which  lie  high- 
eft  would  have  labour’d  under  a  continual  Drought, 
and  the  reft  lain  always  under  Water. 

This  Gourfe  they  take  in  Tilling  and  Manuring 
their  Hills,  for  they  cut  them  out  like  a  pair  of  Stairs 
from 
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from  the  foot  to  the  top,  that  the  Rain-water  may 
fpread  equally,  and  not  walh  down  the  Ground  with 
its  Seeds. 

Thus  they  have,  as  it  were,  forc’d  Nature  by  ma¬ 
king  artificial  Plains,wherefliehad  rais’d  Mountains; 
and  a  long  Series  of  fuch  Hills  furrounded  and  crown¬ 
ed, as  I  may  fay, with  a  hundred  fuch  Terrafles,  lofing 
in  breadth  as  they  gain  in  height,  and  whofe  Soil  is 
as  fruitful  as  that  of  the  bell  cultivated  Valleys,  mull 
needs  make  a  very  entertaining  Landskip. 

It  is  true  that  their  Mountains  are  not  for  the  moll 
part  fo  ftony  as  our£ ;  their  Mould  is  rather  Light, 
Porous,  and  eafily  cut;  and  what  is  moft  furprifing, 
fo  deep,  that  in  moft  Provinces  you  may  dig  g  or 
400  Feet  in  depth  before  you  come  to  the  Rock. 
This  does  not  a  little  contribute?  to  its  goodnefs,  be- 
caufe  the  continual  Tranfpiration  of  Salt  Spirits  is  fi¬ 
ver  renewing  it,  and  this  endues  the  Soil  with  a  per¬ 
petual  Fertility. 

Nature  has  not  however  been  equal  in  her  Diftri- 
bution,  fhe  was  lefs  lavilh  to  the  Provinces  of  Xenfi , 
Honan,  Quamtum, uni  Fokien.  Yet  even  their  Moun¬ 
tains  are  not  wholly  ufelefs,  bearing  all  kind  of 
Trees,  which  grow  tall  and  ftreight,  and  are  fit  for 
all  kind  of  Building,  efpeoially  for  Shipping.  The 
Emperor  referves  fome  for  his  private  ufe,  and  fome- 
times  fends  goo  Leagues  for  Trees  of  a  prodigious 
bignefs,  of  which  he  makes  Pillars  to  his  Temples, 
or  other  Publick  Buildings. 

The  Inhabitants  alfo  trade  much  in  them,for  having 
lopt  off  all  the  Branches,  they  tie  80  or  100  of  them 
together,  and  fallen  fo  many  fuch  Rows  one  behind 
another,  as  reach  almoft  a  Mile,  which  they  drag  in 
that  manner  along  the  Rivers  and  Canals  till  they 
have  fold  all ;  for  they  build  them  little  convenient 
Houles  on  thefe  kind  of  Floats,  where  the  Timber- 
Merchant,  his  Family  ■  and  Servants  lie  during  the 
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whole  Voyage,  which  is  fometimes  three  or  four 
Months  long. 

They  have  other  Mountains  which  are  of  a  great¬ 
er  and  more  publick  Advantage.  Thofe  p,  oduce 
Iron,  Tin,  Brafs,  Mercury,  Gold  and  Silver.  It  is 
true,  the  Silver  Mines  are  not  now  made  ufeof,  whe¬ 
ther  they  think  the  Empire  is  fufficiently  flock’d 
with  it,  or  that  they  are  unwilling  to  Sacrifice  the 
Lives  of  poor  People,  by  putting  them  upon  fo  la¬ 
borious  and  dangerous  a  Task. 

As  for  their  Gold,  the  Torrents  walh  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  away  into  the  Plains,  which  proves  the  occafion 
of  a  great  many  Peoples  livelihood,  who  have  noo- 
ther  Occupation,  than  to  look  for  it  among  the  Sand 
and  Mud,  where  they  find  it  fo  pure,  that  it  need 
no  refining,  as  at  Fern.  , 

If  you  will  believe  the  Ch'mefe,  who  themfelves  are 
credulous  to  an  Excefs,  their  Mountains  have  won¬ 
derful  Properties.  Some,  they  fay,  are  ever  covered 
with  Clouds,  while  others  always  continue  calm  and 
ferene.  Some  produce  none  but  ufeful,  wholfome 
Herbs,  while  not  a  rank,  poyfonous  Weed  can  grow 
there.  They  affirm,  that  a  Hill  in  the  Province  of 
&»fi  is  ffiaped  like  a  Cock,  and  crows  fometimes  fo 
loud,  as  to  be  heard  three  Leagues  off ;  and  that  ano¬ 
ther  in  that  of  Fokien  moves  to  and  fro  when  a  Storm 
approaches,  like  a  Tree  agitated  with  the  Wind.  The 
hoary  heads  of  others  are  cover’d  with  a  continual 
Froft ;  and  there  is  one  in  the  Province  of  I&amji, 
call’d  the  Dragon-Tyger ,  becaufe  the  Bonz.es  pretend, 
that  its  upper  part  is  ffiaped  like  a  Dragon,  and  feems 
to  affault  the  lower  that  is  like  a  Tyger. 

That  of  Fokien  efpecially  is  admir’d,  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  which  is  nothing  elfebut  a  reprefentation  of 
the  Idol  Foe,  fjb  hugely  big,  that  its  Eyes  are  feveral 
Miles  broad,  and  its  Nofe  many  Leagues  in  length. 

1  cannot  fuppofe  it  to  be  a  piece  of  Cbinefe  Work- 
11  manffiip  $ 
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manlhip,  for  they  would  certainly  have  made  its 
Nofe  fo  big,  who  love  theirs  Ihould  be  little,  which 
they  look  upon  as  a  great  Beauty. 

The  Mountain  of  Xenfi  is  no  left  wonderful,  for  at 
the  , found  of  a  Drum,  or  any  other  Inftrument,  it 
breathes  out  Fire  and  Flames,  raifes  Wind,  Rains, 
Storms,  and  what  not:  And,  to  conclude,  one  in  the 
Province  of  Hucjuam  has  this  ftrange  Property,  that 
it  makes  Thieves  fo  giddy,  that  fhould  they  fteal  any 
thing  on  it,  it  would  be  impollible  for  them  to  go 
off  with  theif1  Booty;  whereas  an  eafie  egrets  arid 
regrefs  is  allowed  to  fuch  as  come  thither  with  an 
holpitable  Mind. 

China  abounds  in  fuch  like  Curiofities,  which  fome 
of  our  Philofophers  admire,  and  endeavour  to  reduce 
to  natural  principles,  but  I  fhould  rather  advife  them 
to  leave  that  difcuffion  to  the  Chinefe,  who  being  the 
Authors, fhould  belt  know  the  Caufes  of  thefe  fancied 
Effects. 

The  idleft  Dream,  and  that  to  which  they  give 
molt  Faith,  is,  That  there  is  a  Dragon  of  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  Strength,  and  fovereign  Power.  It  is  in  Hea¬ 
ven,  in  the  Air,  on  the  Waters,  and  ufually  among ! 
the  Mountains.  They  alfo  believe  that  in  thofe  Moun¬ 
tains  live  a  fort  of  Men  which  they  call  the  Immortd 
Race ,  believing  really  that  they  never  dye;  and  fome 
are  fo  infatuated  with  this  ridiculous  Opinion,  that 
they  wander  among  thofe  Rocks,  and  there  lofe 
themfelves  in  quell  of  Immortality.  There  are  fe- 
veral  famous  Grotto’s ,  where  fome  Bonzes  lead  a  very 
aufteer  Life ;  but  for  a  few  that  behave  themfelves 
well,  abundance'  thro’  their  execrable  Vices,  are 
grown  contemptible  to  Perfons  of  Quality,  and  odi¬ 
ous  to  the  People,  who  only  tolerate  them,  thro’  a 
miftaken  Zeal. 

The  moll  famous  Temples  are  alfr  built  on  Moun¬ 
tains.  Pilgrims  repair  thither  from  zoo  Leagues  off 
and 
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and  their  Number  is  fometimes  fo  great,  that  the 
Roads  are  crowded  with  them.  The  Women  efpe- 
cially  are  very  exad  in  the  performance  of  this  piece 
of  Devotion,  for  having  no  other  opportunity  of 
going  abroad,  they  are  glad  of  that  Pretence.  But 
thefe.  Holy  Travels  being  fomewhat  prejudicial  to 
their  Vertue,  their  Husbands  are  not  over-well  plea- 
fed  at  it;  therefore  only  your  ordinary  fort  of  Wo¬ 
men  undertake  thefe  Pilgrimages ;  but  as  for  Per- 
fons  of  Quality,  they  force  their  Wives  Zeal  into  a 
narrower  compafs. 

If  after  having  viewed  their  Mountains,  we  take  a 
profped  of  their  Plains,  it  muft  be  confelfed  that  no 
Art  can  equal  their  natural  Beauty.  They  are  all 
cultivated,  and  have  neither  Hedge  nor  Ditch,  nor 
fcarce  a  Tree,  fo  much  they  are  afraid  of  lofing  an 
Inch  of  Ground.  In  moft  Provinces  they  make  Har- 
veft  twice  a  Year,  and  between  thofe  two  Seafons 
they  fow  Herbs  and  Pulfe. 

All  the  Northern  and  Weftern  Provinces,  as  Tekin, 
Xanfi,  Xenji ,  Suchven,  bear  Wheat,  Barley,  feveral 
kinds  of  Millet,  and  Tobacco,  with  black  and  yellow 
Peafe,  with  which  they  feed  Horfes  as  we  do  with 
Oats.  Thofe  to  the  South,  efpecially  Huyuam,  Nan- 
hm,  and  Chekiam ,  are  fruitful  in  rice,  it  being  a  low, 
watry  Country.  The  Husbandmen  at  firft  fow  it 
diforderly,  like  other  Corn,  and  when  it  is  grown 
about  two  Feet  from  the  Ground,  they  pull  it  up  by 
the  Roots,  and  tranfplant  it  in  a  ftrait  Line,  in  finall 
parcels  like  little  Sheaves,  checkerwife,  that  the  Ears  . 
may  fupport  each  other,  and  the  eafier  refill:  the 
Wind;  fo  that  thefe  Plains  look  more  like  fpacious 
Gardens  than  a  plain  Field. 

The  Soil  is  proper  for  all  manner  of  Fruits;  it  bears 
Pears,  Apples,  Apricots,  Peaches,  Figs,  Grapes  of  all  x 
kind,  and  efpecially  excellent  Mufcadines.  There  are 
alfo  Pomegranates, Walnuts,  Chefnuts,  and  generally 
H  *  all 
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all  that  we  have  in  Europe.  Their  Olives  are  different 
'from  ours;  they  prefs  no  Oyl  out  of  them,  becaufe, 
perhaps,  they  are  not  fit-for  thatpurpofe,  or  that  the 
Chinefe  have  not  yet  thought  of  it.  Their  Fruit,  ge- 
n^rally  fpeaking,  is  not  near  fo  good  as  ours,  being 
wholly  Strangers  to  the  Art  of  Grafting.  But  they 
have  three  kind  of  Melons,  which  are  all  excellent: 
The  Firft  are  fmall,  yellow  within,  and  of  a  fweet 
Sugar  tafte,  which  they  eat  with  the  Rind  as  we  do  an 
Apple :  I  have  not  met  with  thofe  any  where  but  in 
the  Province  of  Xenft.  The  others  are  very  big  and 
long,  the  infide  of  fome  are  white,  and  of  others  red; 
tho’  they  are  full  of  a  cooling  Juice  which  taftes  like 
Sugar;  they  never  prove  offenfive,  and  may  be  eaten 
during  the  greateft  heats  of  Summer,  without  fear  of 
a  Surfeit;  thofe  are  called  Water-Melons.  The  third 
fort  are  like  our  ordinary  Melons. 

Befides  the  Fruits  which  they  have  in  common  with 
us,  others  grow  there  which  are  not  known  in  Europe, 
The  moft  delicate  they  call  Letchi,  ahd  is  found  in  the 
Province  of  Qtiamtum.  It  is  as  big  as  a  Nut,  the  Stone 
is  long  and  big,  and  the  Meat  on  it  foftand  waterifhj 
but  of  a  moft  delicious  Tafte.  I  know  not  any  Fruit 
in  Europe  that  comes  near  it.  All  this  is  inclofed  in  a 
rough  thin  Rind, and  the  whole  is  fhaped  like  an  Egg. 
It  is  unwholfome  to  eat  a  quantity,  and  of  fo  hot,  a 
Nature,as  to  caufe  a  Man’s  whole  Body  to  break  out 
into  Pimples.  The  Chinefe  dry  it  with  the  Rind,  and 
then  it  grows  black  and  wrinkled  like  our  Prunes, 
and  fo  it  is  preferved  and  eat  all  theYear  round,  be¬ 
ing  ufed  efpecially  in  Tea,  to  which  it  gives  a  little 
Jharp  Tafte,  more  agreeable  than  that  of  Sugar. 

In  the  fame  Province,  and  in  that  of  Fokien,  grows 
another  fmall  Fruit,  which  they  call  Louyen,  Dragons 
Eye.  The  Tree  that  bears  it  is  large  as  thofe  which 
produce  our  Walnuts.  This  Fruit  is  exactly  round, 
the  outer  Rind  being  fmooth  and  grey,  but  as  it  ri¬ 
pens 
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pens  it  grows  yellowifli.  The  Meat  is  white,  of  a 
iharp  Tafte,  and  very  full  of  Juice,  and  is  fitter  for  a 
Deflert  to  thofe  who  have  well  dined,  than  to  fatisfie 
the  hungry  Stomach :  It  is  very  cool  and  inoffenfive. 

The  Sez,e,  another  kind  of  Fruit  peculiar  to  China, 
grows  almoft  in  all  parts  of  it;  of  this,  as  of  Apples, 
there  are  feveral  kinds.  Thofe  in  the  Southern  Pro¬ 
vinces  tafte  much  like  Sugar, and  melt  in  ones  Mouth. 
In  the  Provinces  of  Xanfi&vA  Xenfi, it  is  more  firm,  big¬ 
ger,  and  may  eafier  be  preferved.  The  Rind  of  the 
former  is  clear,  fmooth,  tranfparent,  and  of  a  finning 
red  Colour,  efpecially  when  the  Fruit  is  ripe.  Some 
are  in  Ihape  like  an  Egg, but  ufually  bigger,  the  Seeds 
are  black  and  fiat,  and  the  Meat  very  watery  and  al- 
moft  liquid,  which  they  fuck  out  at  one  of  the  ends. 
When  they  are  dried  like  our  Figs  they  become  mea¬ 
ly,  but  in  time  there  grows  a  fort  of  a  Sugar’d  Cruft 
upon  them,  from  which  they  receive  a  moft  delici¬ 
ous  flavour. 

Thofe  in  Xanfi  are,  as  I  have  faid, much  more  firm, 
their  Meat  being  like  that  of  our  Apples,  but  of  a 
different  Colour.  Thofe  they  either  gather  early  to 
ripen  them  on  the  Straw,  or  dip  in  fcalding  Water, 
to  free  ’em  of  an  ill  fowre  Tafte  which  they  have  at 
firft  gathering.  The  Chinefe  are  not  over  careful  of 
this  Fruit,  it  being  a  natural  Produft  of  the  Earth 
which  grows  in  any  Soil.  But  did  they  endeavour 
to  bring  it  to  perfeftion  by  Grafting.  I  queftion 
not  but  it  might  be  made  an  excellent  one. 

I  purpofely  omit  their  Ananas,  Goyaves,  Cocos,  and 
other  Fruits,  for  which  they  are  indebted  to  the  Indies, 
and  which  have  been  abundantly  defcribed  in  other 
Relations;  but  I  cannot  pafs  by  theirOr^M, common¬ 
ly  known  with  us  by  the  name  of  China  Oranges,  be- 
caufe  the  firft  we  faw  of  that  kind  came  from  thence. 
The  firft  and  only  Tree  out  of  whofe  Stock  all  ours 
are  faid  to  be  produced,  is  ftill  prelerved  at  Lisbon, 
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in  the  Garden  of  the  Count  de  St.  Lawrence,  and  we 
are,  indeed,  beholding  to  the  Vortugueze  for  that  de¬ 
licious  Fruit  ;  but  they  brought  only  of  one  kind  . 
over,  tho’  there  be  feveral  in  China. 

That  which  is  moft  valued,  and  fent  as  a  Rarity  to 
the  hdies,  is  no  bigger  than  a  Billiard  Bail  j  the  Rind 
is  of  a  reddifh  yellow,  fine,  clear,  and  very  fmooth. 
Yet  the  bigger  fort  feem  to  me  the  beft:  Thofe  of 
Quantum  efpecially  are  very  agreeable  both  toour 
Palate  and  Conftitution.  They  are  commonly  given 
to  fick  People,  being  firft  foftned  with  the  Fire,  then 
filled  with  Sugar, which  incorporating  with  their  Juice 
makes  a  very  fweet  wholfome  Syrup,  than  which  no¬ 
thing  can  be  better  for  the  Lungs.  I  know  not  how 
to  diflinguifh  them  from  thofe  we  have  in  Vrovena , 
and  that  are  brought  from  Portugal ;  unlefs  by  their 
being  more  firm,  that  they  are  not  eafuy  parted 
from  the  Rind,  neither  are  they  divided  into  Seg¬ 
ments  like  ours,  tho’elfe  they  do  not  differ  in  fhape. 

When  I  was  at  Siam ,  moft  of  my  Country-men 
were  tranfported  with  thegoodnefs  of  certain  Oranges 
whofe  Rind  is  rough,  thick,  almoft  all  over  green. 
They  may  perhaps  be  willing  to  know  if  China  can 
{hew  any  as  good.  As  to  matter  of  Tafte,  a  Man 
does  net  always  agree  with  himfelf,  much  lefs  can 
he  do  fo  with  others.  All  I  can  fay  to  it  is,  that 
each  is  excellent  in  its  kind,  and  that  ufually  the 
laft  eaten  feem  beft  tailed. 

l  emons,  Citrons,  and  what  the  Indians  call  7  am- 
fulmonfes,  are  very  common  there,  and  therefore  not 
fo  much  regarded  as  in  Europe-,  but  they  cultivate 
with  a  great  deal  of  Care  a  particular  Species  of  Le¬ 
mon-Trees,  whofe  Fruit  being  no  bigger  than  a  Wal¬ 
nut,  perfectly  round,  green,  and  fharp,  are  excellent 
in  all  kind  of  Ragoufts ;  and  thefe  Shrubs  they  of¬ 
ten  plant  in  Boxes  to  adorn  their  Courts  and  Halls 
therewith. 


But 
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But  of  all  the  Trees  that  grow  in  China,  that  which 
jroduces  Tallow  is,  in  my  Opinion,  the  moftprodi- 
dous.  1  his  very  Proportion  is  no  doubt  furprifing, 
ind  there  being  no  where  elfe  any  thing  like  it,  will 
[eem  a  Paradox ;  yet  there  is  nothing  more  true,  and, 
perhaps,  Mj  Lord,  a  particular  Account  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  and  Properties  of  fo  extraordinary  a  Tree,  will 
not  be  unwelcome. 

It  is  about  the  height  of  our  Cherry-Trees ;  the 
Branches  are  crooked,  the  Leaves  fhaped  like  a  Heart, 
of  a  lively  brisk  red,  its  Bark  fmooth,  the  Trank  Ihort, 
and  the  Head  round  and  very  thick.  The  Fruit  is  in- 
clokd  within  a  Rind  divided  into  three  Segments, 
which  open  when  it  is  ripe,  and  difcover  three  white 
Kernels  of  the  bignefs  of  a  Small-nut.  All  the  Bran¬ 
ches  are  vei*y  thick  of  it;  and  this  mixture  of  white 
and  red  makes  at  a  diftance  the  fineft  ProfpeA  in  the 
World ;  the  Fields  where  thefe  Trees  are  planted, 
which  they  ufually  are  in  a  direft  Line  and  Checker- 
wife.  file  wing  afar  offlike  a  va  RParterre  of  Flowerpots. 

But  the  wonder  is,that  this  Kernel  has  all  the  qua¬ 
lities  of  Tallow ;  its  Odour, Colour, and  Confiftency ; 
and  they  alfo  make  Candles  of  it, mixing  only  a  little 
Oyl  when  they  melt  it  to  make  the  Stuff  more  pliant. 
If  they  knew  how  to  purifie  it  as  we  do  our  Tallow 
here,  I  doubt  not  but  their  Candles  might  be  as  good 
as  ours,  but  they  make  them  very  awkardly ;  fo  that 
their  Smell  is  much  ftronger,  their  Smoak  thicker, and 
their  Light  dimmer  than  ours. 

It  is  true,  the  Fault  does  not  a  little  lye  in  the 
Wiek ;  for  inftead  of  Cotten,  tho’  they  are  well 
flocked  with  that  Commodity,  they  ufe  a  fmall  flick 
of  a  dry  light  Wood,  wrapt  round  with  the  inner 
part  of  a  Rufti,  which  is  very  porous,  and  thereby 
fitted  for  the  Filtration  cf  the  fmall  Particles  of  that 
Oleous  Matter  by  which  the  Fiame  is  pteferv’d.  This 
wooden  Wiek,  befides  that  it  does  not  burn  fo  clear 
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thofe  a  l?ke  Head,  and  fo  on,  which  grow  lefs  and 
jhorter,  as  they  are  farther  from  the  Ground ;  the  di- 
menfions  are  fo  juft,  and  the  proportions  fo  exad,that 
one  would  think  them  artificially  done ;  and  it  feems 
as  if  Nature  were  minded  to  fhew  us,  that  even  fport- 
ing,  it  can  exceed  the  skill  of  the  niceft  Artift. 

If  what  has  been  written  of  what  they  call  Vetfi' 
were  true,  it  would  be  a  great  wonder.  It  is  a  kind 
of  Lemtfar ,  that  grows  under  Water,  whofe  Root  is 
faftned  to  a  white  Matter  cover’d  with  a  red  Skin, 
that  divides  it  felf  into  feveral  Heads,  which  when 
frelh,  tafte  like  a  fmall  Nut.  I  have  been  affur’d, 
that  it  has  this  Property,  that  it  foftens  Brafs,  and 
as  it  were  renders  it  eatable,  if  a  piece  of  the  Metal 
be  put  into  the  Mouth  with  one  of  this  Plant. 

This  feem’d  the  ftranger  to  me,  becaufe  the  Juice 
which  iflues  from  it  is  very  mild  and  cooling,  and 
not  endu’d  with  any  of  thofe  corrofive  qualities 
which  feem  neceflary  to  work  fuch  an  effed.  As 
foon  as  we  were  arriv’d  at  Hamcheu,  where  this  Pet (i is 
much  eaten,  we  had  the  Curiofity  to  enquire  into 
the  truth  of  it ;  and  to  that  purpofe  took  a  piece 
of  their  Money,  which  was  made  of  a  very  brittle 
fort  of  Molten  Brafs,  and  wrapt  it  up  in  a  flice  of 
this  Root.  One  of  us  who  had  ftronger  Teeth  than 
the  reft,  broke  it  into  feveral  pieces,  which  the  others, 
loath  to  ftrain  their  Jaws,  had  not  been  able  to  do : 
But  thefe  broken  pieces  were  as  hard  as  ever,  which 
made  us  think  that  the  Root  had  indeed  no  other 
Virtue,  than  that  by  being  wrapt  round  the  Brafs  it 
faved  his  Teeth ;  which  a  piece  of  Leather  might 
have  done  as  well.  We  often  repeated  the  Experi¬ 
ment  at  Kiahim,  but  with  no  better  fuccefs ;  fo  true 
it  is,  that  thefe  mighty  Wonders  fhould  be  heard 
twice,  before  they  are  once  believ’d. 

Tho’  China  were  not  of  it  felf  fo  fruitful  a  Coun¬ 
try  as  I  have  reprefented  it,  the  Canals  which  are 
cut 
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cut  thro’  it,  were  alone  fufficient  to  make  it  fo.  But 
belides  their  great  ufefulnefs  in  watring  the  County 
and  furthering  Trade ;  they  add  alfo  much  beauty 
to  it.  They  are  generally  of  a  clear,  deep,  and  run¬ 
ning  Water,  that  glides  fo  foftly,that  it  can  fcarce  be 
perceiv'd.  There  is  one  ufually  in  every  Province, 
which  is  to  it  inftead  of  a  Road,  and  runs  between 
two  Banks,  built  up  with  flat  courfe  Marble  Stones, 
bound  together  by  others  which  are  let  into  them, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  we  ufe  to  fatten  our  ftrong 
wooden  Boxes  at  the  Corners. 

So  little  care  was  taken,  during  the  Wars,  to  pre- 
ferve  Works  of  Publick  Ufe,  that  this,  tho’  one  of  the 
Nobleft  in  the  Empire,  was  fpoil’d  in  feveral  places, 
which  is  a  great  pity ;  for  they  are  of  no  little  ufe, 
both  to  keep  in  the  Waters  of  thefe  Canals,  and  for 
thofe  to  walk  on  who  drag  the  Boats  along.  Befides 
thefe  Cawfeys  they  have  the  conveniency  of  a  great 
many  Bridges  for  the  Communication  of  the  oppo- 
fite  Shoars ;  fome  are  of  three,  fome  five,  and  fome 
feven  Arches,  the  middlemoft  being  always  extra¬ 
ordinary  high,  that  the  Boats  may  go  through  with¬ 
out  putting  down  their  Matts.  Thefe  Arches  are 
built  with  large  pieces  of  Stone  or  Marble,  and  very 
well  framed,  the  Supporters  well  fitted,  and  the  Piles 
fo  fmall,  that  one  would  think  them  at  a  diftance  to 
bang  in  the  Air.  There  are  many  of  thofe  Bridges, 
fo  that  where  the  Canal  runs  in  a  ftrait  Line,  as 
they  ufually  do,  it  makes  a  Profpe&ive  at  onceftate- 
ly  and  agreeable. 

This  great  Canal  runs  out  into  fmaller  ones  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide,  which  are  again  fubdivided  into  fmall  Ri¬ 
vulets,  that  end  at  fome  greatTown  or  Village.  Some¬ 
times  they  difeharge  themfelves  into  fome  Lake  or 
great.Pond,  ont  of  which  all  the  adjacent  Country  is 
watered.  So  that  thefe  clear  and  plentiful  Streams, 
embeliiih’d  by  fo  many  fine  Bridges,  bounded  by  fuch 
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neat  and  convenient  Banks,  equally  diftributed  into 
fuch  vaft  Plains,  cover’d  with  a  numberlefs  multi¬ 
tude  of  Boats  and  Barges,  and  crown’d  (if  I  may  ufe 
the  Expreflton;  with  a  prodigious  number  of  Towns 
and  Cities,  whofe  Ditches  it  fills,  and  whofe  Streets  it 
forms,  does  at  once  make  that  Country  the  moft 
Fruitful  and  the  moft  Beautiful  in  the  World. 

Surprifed,  and  as  it  were  aftonifhed  at  fo  noble  a 
fight,  i  have  fometimes  bore  a  fecret  Envy  to  China, 
in  Europe’s  behalf,  which  muft  own  that  it  can  boaft 
nothing  in  that  kind  to  be  compar'd  to  her.  What 
would  it  be  then,  if  that  Art  which  in  the  wildeft 
and  moft  unlikely  Places  has  raifed  magnificent  Pa¬ 
laces,  Gardens,  and  Groves,  had  been  employ’d  in 
that  rich  Land,  to  which  Nature  has  been  lavifti  of 
her  moft  preciops  Gifts. 

The  Chinefe  fay  , their  Country  was  formerly  totally 
overflow'd,  and  that  by  main  Labour  they  drained 
the  Water  by  cutting  it  a  way  thro’  thefe  ufeful  Ca¬ 
nals.  If  this  be  true,  I  cannot  enough  admire  at 
once  the  Boldnefs  and  Induftry  of  their  Workmen, 
who  have  thus  made  great  Artificial  Rivers,  and  of 
a  kind  of  a  Sea,  as  it  were  created  the  moft  fertile 
Plains  in  the  World. 

It  will  fcarce  be  believ'd,  that  Men  fo  ignorant  in 
the  Principles  of  Phyficks,  and  the  Art  of  Levelling, 
could  bring  fuch  a  Work  as  that  to  Perfection  •  yet 
it  is  certain,  that  thefe  Canals  were  dug  by  Men. 
For  they  are  ufually  ftrait,  the  diftribution  is  equal 
and  orderly  ;  there  are  Flood-gates  made  for  the 
Rivers  to  let  in  their  Water  ar,  and  others  to  let  it 
out  when  they  are  too  full ;  fo  that  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  but  that  the  Chinefe'  are  only  beholding  to 
their  own  Induftry  for  that  great  Conveniency. 

Among  all  thofe  Canals  in  the  Southern  Provinces, 
one  above  the  reft  is  called  the  Great  Canal,  becaufe  it 
goes  thro’  tire  whole  Country  from  Canton,  which 
lye 
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lye  Southward  to  Pekin,  fituated  in  the  moft  Nor¬ 
therly  parts  of  the  Empire.  You  muft  only  travel  a 
ihort  days  Journey  by  Land  to  crofs  the  Hill  Moilin, 
that  does  on  one  fide  bound  the  Province  of  Ktamfi, 
From  this  Mountain  ilfue  two  Rivers ;  one  runs 
Southwards  to  the  Sea,  and  the  other  Northwards  as 
far  as  the  River  of  Nankim,  whence  by  the  yellow 
River,  and  feveral  Canals,  you  may  proceed  by 
Water  to  the  very  Mountains  of  Tartary. 

But,  by  reafon  in  this  huge  extent  of  Ground,  of 
above  four  hundred  Leagues  in  length,  the  Earth  is 
not  level,  or,  hath  not  a  defcent  proportionable  to 
the  emanation  of  the  Waters,  it  was  neceffary  tofet 
a  great  number  of  Sluces  a  work.  They  call  them 
fo  in  the  Relations,  notwithftanding  they  be  much 
different  from  ours.  They  are  Water-falls,  and  as  it 
were  certaih  Torrents,  that  are  precipitated  from  one 
Canal  into  another,  more  or  lefs  rapid,  according  to 
the  difference  of  their  level :  Now,  tocaufe  the  Barks 
to  afcend,they  make  ufe  of  a  great  company  of  Men, 
who  are  maintained  for  that  purpofe  near  the  Sluce. 
After  they  have  drawn  Cables  to  the  right  and  left  to 
lay  hold  of  the  Bark,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  cannot 
efcape  from  them ;  they  have  feveral  Capftans,  by 
the  help  of  which  theyraifeit  by  little  and  little,  by 
the  main  force  of  their  Arms, till  fuch  time  as  it  be  in 
the  upper  Canal,  in  a  condition  to  continue  its 
Voyage  whither  it  is  bound.  This  fame  Labour  is 
tedious,  toilfome,  and  exceeding  dangerous.  They 
would  be  wounderfully  furprifed,  fhould  they  behold 
with  what  eafinefs  one  Man  alone,  who  opens  and 
fhuts  the  Gates  of  our  Sluces,  makes  the  longeft  and 
heaviefl:  laden  Barks  fecurely  to  afcend  and  defcend. 

I  have  obferv'd  in  fome  places  in  China,  where  the 
Waters  of  two  Canals  or  Channels  have  no  commu¬ 
nication  together ;  yet  for  all  that,  they  make  the 
Boats  to  pafs  from  the  one  to  the  other  notwithftdnd- 
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|ng  the  Level  may  be  different  above  fifteen  Foot : 
And  .  this  is  the  way  they  go  to  work.  At  the  end  of 
the  Canal  they  have  built  a  double  Glacis,  or  Hoping 
Bank  of  Free-ltone.  which  uniting  at  the  Point,  ex¬ 
tends  it  felf  on  both  fides  up  to  the  Surface  of  the 
Water.  When  the  Bark  is  in  the  lower  Channel,  they 
hoift  it  up  by  the  help  of  feveral  Capftanes  to  the 
plane  of  the  firft  Glacis,  fo  far,  till  being  raifed  to  the 
Point,  it  falls  back  again  by  its  own  weight  along  the 
fecond  Glacis,  into  the  Water  of  the  upper  Channel, 
where  it  skuds  away  during  a  pretty  while,  like  an 
Arrow  out  of  a  Bow  j  and  they  make  it  defcend  af¬ 
ter  the  fame  manner  proportionably.  I  cannot  ima¬ 
gine  how  thefe  Barks,  being  commonly  very  long  and 
heavy  laden,  efcape  being  fplit  in  the  middle,  when 
they  are  poifed  in  the  Air  upon  this  acute' Angle ;  for, 
confidering  that  length,  the  Lever  mull  needs  make 
aftrange  effect  upon  it;  yet  do  I  not  hear  of  any 
ill  Accident  happen  thereupon.  I  have  pall  a  pret¬ 
ty  many  times  that  way,  and  all  the  Caution  they 
take,  when  they  have  no  mind  to  go  alhoar,  is,  to 
tye  their  felves  fad  to  fome  Cable  for  fear  of  being 
toft  from  Prow  to  Poop. 

We  meet  with  no  fuch  Sluces  in  theGrand  Canal, 
becaufe  the  Emperor’s  Barks,  that  areas  large  as  our 
fcrigots,  could  not  be  raifed  by  force  of  Arm,  nay, 
and  would  infallibly  be  fplit  in  the  Fall,  all  the  diffi¬ 
culty  confifts  in  furmounting  thefe  Torrents,  of 
which  I  have  fpoken ;  yet  this  is  what  they  perform 
fuccefsfully,  tho’  not  without  fome  Trouble  and  Ex¬ 
pence. 

Thefe  Water-palfages,  as  they  call  them,  are 
neceflary  for  the  Tranfportation  of  Grain  and  Stuffs; 
which  they  fetch  from  the  Southern  Provinces  to  Vtkln. 
There  are,  if  we  may  give  credit  to  the  Chinee,  a 
thoufand  Barks, from  eighty  to  an  hundred  Tun,  that 
make  a  Voyage  once  a  Year,  all  of  them  Freighted 
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for  the  Emperor,  without  counting  thofe  of  particular 
Perfons,  whofe  number  is  infinite.  When  thefe  pro. 
digious  Fleets  fet  out,  one  would  think  they  carry  tfe 
Tribute  of  all  the  Kingdoms'  of  the  Eafi,  and  that 
one  of  thofe  Voyages  alone  was  capable  of  fupplyin> 
all  Tartary  where-withal  to  fubfift  for  feveral  Years: 
Yet  for  all  that  Vekin  alone  hath  the  benefit  of  it; 
and  it  would  be  as  good  as  nothing,  did  not  the 
Province  contribute  befides  to  the  Maintenance  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  that  vaft  City. 

TheCbimfe  are  not  only  contrentto  make  Channels 
for  the  convenience  of  Travellers,  but  they  do  alfo 
dig  many  others  to  catch  the  Rain-water,  wherewith 
they  water  the  Fields  in  time  of  Drought,  more  e- 
fpecially  in  the  Northern  Provinces.  During  the 
whole  Summer,  you  may  fee  your  Country  People 
bulled  in  railing  this  Water  into  abundance  of  fmall 
Ditches,  which  they  contrive  acrofs  the  Field.  In 
other  places  they  contrive  great  Refervatories  of 
Turf,  whofe  Bottom  is  railed  above  the  level  of  the 
Ground  about  it,  tojferve  them  in  cafe  of  Neceffity, 
Befides,  they  have  every  where  in  Xenfi and  XanJi,ioi 
want  of  Rain,  certain  Pits  from  twenty  to  an  hun¬ 
dred  Foot  deep,  from  which  they  draw  Water  by  an 
incredible  Toil.  Now,  if  by  chance  they  meet  with 
a  Spring  of  Water,  it  is  worth  obferving  how  cun¬ 
ningly  they  husband  it ;  they  fuftain  it  by  Banks  in 
the  highelt  places ;  they  turn  it  here  and  there  an 
hundred  different  ways,  that  all  the  Country  may 
reap  the  benefit  of  it ;  they  divide  it,  by  drawing  it 
by  degrees,  according  as  every  one  hath  occafion 
for  it,  infomuch,  that  a  fmall  Rivulet,  well  manag’d, 
does  fometimes  produce  the  fertility  of  a  whole  Pro¬ 
vince. 

The  Rivers  of  China  are  no  lefs  co'nfiderable  than 
its  Canals,  there  are  two  elpecially,  which  the  Rela¬ 
tions  have  made  famous.  The  flrft  is  called  Kim  or 
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2toc<?,  which  they  commonly  tranflate  the  Son  of 
tjje  Sea :  But  I  am  afraid  they  are  miftaken ;  for  the 
Letter  with  which  the  Chinefe  writer^,  is  different 
from  that  which  fignifies  the  Sea,altho’  the  Sound  and 
pronunciation  may  have  fome  Affinity  :  Amongft 
feveral  fignifications  that  this  Letter  may  have,  that 
which  they  gave  it  in  former  times  makes  for  our 
purpofe.  Under  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  Yon  it 
lignified  a  Province  of  China,  limited  by  this  River 
on  the  North ;  and  it  is  fomewhat  probable  that  they 
gave  this  fame  Name  to  the  River,  becaufe  the  Prince 
drain'd  all  the  Water  that  overflow’d  the  whole  Coun¬ 
try  into  it. 

This  Flood  takes  its  rife  in  the  Province  of  Yunnan, 
croffes  the  Province  of  Suchven,Haquam,  ind  Nankim^ 
and  after  it  hath  watered  four  Kingdoms  far  and  wide 
for  400  Leagues  together, it  difmibogues  into  the  Eaft- 
Sea,  over-againft  the  Ifle  of  Cummim ,  which  was  made 
by  the  Sand  and  Mud  which  this  River  bears  along 
with  it ;  the  Chenefe  have  a  Proverb  amongft  theft* 
that  fays,  The  Sea  hath  no  bounds,  anti 
the  Kiam  hath  no  bottom  *.  And,  in  “  Ha'i  vou  pirn : 
truth,  in  fome  places  there  is  none  Kiara  vou  tL 
to  be  found  ;  in  other  they  pretend, 
there  is  two  or  three  hundred  Fathom  Water.  I  am 
neverthelefs  perfwaded,  that  their  Pilots  that  carry 
not  above  fifty  or  fixty  Fathom  Cord  at  longeft,  ne¬ 
ver  had  the  Curiofity  to  found  fo  deep  as  three  hun¬ 
dred  Fathom ;  and  the  impoffibility  of  finding  the 
bottom  with  their  ordinary  Plummet,  is  fufficient  in 
tny  opinion, to  incline  them  tofuch  like  Hyperboles. 

I  have  many  times  failed  upon  this'  River ;  I  have 
moreover  diligently  obferv'd  its  couife  and  breadth 
from  Nankim  to  the  Mouth  of  another  River,  into 
which  Men  enter  ito  purfue  the  way  to  Chnton. 
It  is  off  of  Nankim  ‘'thirty  Leagues  from  the  Sea,  a 
little  half  League  broad  j  the  Paffage  along  it  is 
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dangerous ;  and  becomes  more  and  more  infamous 
every  day  for  its  Shipwracks.  In  its  courfe,  which  is 
exceeding  rapid,  it  forms  a  great  number  of  Ifles,  all 
of  them  very  beneficial  to  the  Province,  by  reafon  of 
that  multitude  of  Bulrufhes  ten  or  twelve  Foot  high 
that  it  produceth,  ferving  for  Fuel  to  all  the  Cities 
thereabouts ;  for  they  have  fcarce  Wood  enough  for 
.  Buildings  and  Ships.  They  yield  a  great  Revenue, 
and  the  Emperor  draws  confiderable  Duties  from 
them. 

The  River  which  the  Torrents  of  the  Mountains 
do  fometimes  fvvell  extraordinarily,  grow  fo  rapid, 
that  many  times  they  bear  away  the  Ifles  with  them, 
or  leffen  them  by  the  half;  and  form  other  new  ones 
in  fome  other  place;  and  one  cannot  but  admire  to 
fee  them  change  place  in  fuch  a  Ihort  time,  juft  as  if 
by  diving,  they  had  paft  under  Water  from  one  place 
to  another.  Thefe  great  Alterations  do  not  always 
happen;  but  there  is  obferv’d  fuch  confiderable 
Change  every  Year,  that  the  Mandarins ,  left  they 
fhould  be  miftaken,  get  them  to  be  meafured  every 
three  Years,  to  augment,  or  diminilh  thelmpoftsand 
Duties,  according  to  the  condition  they  are  found 
to  be  in. , 

The  fecond  River  of  China  is  called  Hoambo,  as 
much  as  to  fay,  The  yellow  River ,  becaufe  the  Earth 
it  fweeps  away  with  it,  efpecially  in  times  of  great 
Rains  gives  it  that  Colour.  I  have  feen  a  great  many 
others,  whofe  Waters  at  certain  Seafons  of  the  Year, 
are  fo  over-charg’d  with  Dime, arid  fogrols  and  thick, 
that  they  rather  refembleTorrentsof  Mud,  than  real 
Rivers.  The  Hoambo  takes  its  fource  at  the  extremity 
of  the  Mountains  that  bound  the  Province  of  Suchven 
in  the  Weft From  thence  it  throws  it  felf  into  Tar¬ 
tary,  where  it  flows  for  fome  time  all  along  the  great 
Wall,  at  which  it  re-enters  China,  between  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Xanji  and  Xenfi.  After  that  it  Waters  the 
Pro- 
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Province  of  Honan  ;  and  when  it  hath  run  crofs  one 
part  of  the  Province  of  Nankim,  and  flowed  above 
fix  hundred  Leagues  into  the  Land,  it  difimbogues  at 
length  into  the  Eofi  Sea,  not  far  from  the  Mouth  of 
Kiam.  I  have  croft  it,  and  coafted  it  in  divers  places  ,• 
it  is  every  where  very  broad  and  rapid,  yet  neither 
deep  nor  navigable  to  fpeak  of. 

This  River  hath  in  former  times  caufed  great  Defo- 
lation  in  Cbma ,  and  they  are  ftill  forced  to  this  very 
day  to  keep  up  the  Waters  in  certain  places  by  long 
and  ftrong  Banks,  which  notwithftanding  does  not 
exempt  the  Cities  thereabouts  from  Apprehenfions  of 
Inundation.  So  likewife  have  they  been  careful,  in 
the  Province  of  Honan,  the  Ground  lying  very  low 
thereabouts,  to  furround  the  greateft  part  of  the  Ci¬ 
ties,  about  a  Mile  from  the  Walls,  with  a  Terrace, 
cafed  with  Turf, to  prevent  being  furprifed  by  Acci¬ 
dents  and  Cafualties  in  cafe  the  Bank  be  broken,  as 
happen’d  about  fifty  two  Years  ago.  For  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  endeavouring  to  force  a  Rebel  ( who,  for  a  long 
time  laid  clofe  Siege  to  the  City  of  Honan)  to  draw 
off,  caufed  one  part  of  the  Banks  to  be  broken  down, 
thereby  to  drown  the  ad  verfe  Army.  But  the  Relief 
he  afforded  the  City  prov’d  more  fatal  than  the  Fury 
of  the  Befiegers  would  have  been ;  the  Whole  Province 
almoft  was  laid  under  Water,  together  with  many 
Cities,  and  abundance  of  Villages,  above  three  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  Perfons  drowned  in  the  Metropolis, 
amongft  whom  were  fome  of  our  Miffionaries,  who  at 
that  time  had  a  numerous  Flock  of  Chriftians;  and 
thereby  loft  their  Church  and  their  Lives. 

The  Low-Country  ever  fince  is  become  a  kind  of 
a  Marlh  or  Lake ;  not  but  that  they  have  fomedefign 
to  repair  this  Lofs,  but  the  Undertaking  is  difficult 
and  very  expenfive.  The  Sovereign  Court  that  takes 
careofpublick  Works ;  importun’d  the  Emperor  more 
than  once  to  fend  Father  Vcrbkft  thither,  and  perad- 
I  venture 
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venture,  that  Prince  would  have  confented  thereto 
at  laid,  but  he  difcover’d,  that  the  Mandarins  made 
ufe  of  this  pretence,  to  remove  the  Father  at  a  di- 
ftance  from  Court,  and  that  their  Defign  was  to  en¬ 
gage  him,  in  a  difficult  Enterprife,  that  was  enough  to 
deitroy  him  ;  or  out  of  which  he  could  never  have 
difintangled  himfelf  with  any  Honour. 

There  is  to  be  feen  in  China  abundance  of  other 
Rivers  lefs  famous,  but  yet  more  commodious  for 
Commerce  and  Trade. 

Since  they  afford  nothing  uncommon,  it  would  be 
to  abufe  your  Patience,  Sir ,  to  defcend  to  the  Parti¬ 
culars.  As  to  what  concerns  Fountains,  it  were  to  be 
wiftrt  there  were  more  of  them,  and  better.  ’Tis  cer¬ 
tain,  that  their  ufual  Waters  are  not  good,  which,  per¬ 
haps,  hath  oblig’d  the  Inhabitants,  efpecially  in  the 
Southern  Provinces,  to  drink  it  always  warm  ;  bat 
becaufe  warm  Water  is  unpalatable  and  naufeous,they 
bethought  themfelves  of  putting  fome  Leaves  of  a 
Tree  to  it,  to  give  it  aGufto.  Tbofe  of  Tea  feem’dto 
be  the  beff,  and  fo  they  frequently  make  ufe  of  it. 

It  may  be  alfo  that  God  Almighty, whole  Providence 
hath  fo  univerlally  provided  for  the  Wants  of  his  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  if  I  may  be  bold  to  lay  it,  for  their  Delight 
and  Pleafure,  would  not  deprive  China  of  that  which 
is  neceflary  to  Life;  fo  that  for  to  fupply  the  defect 
of  Wells  and  Fountains,  which  the  Nature  of  the 
Ground  hath  made  ever  y  where  fait  and  brackifh,  he 
hath  been  pleas'd  to  produce  that  Species  of  a  parti¬ 
cular  Tree  in  abundance,  vvhofe  Leaves  fervenot  on¬ 
ly  to  purge  the  Waters  from  their  noxious  Qualities, 
but  alfo  to  make  them  wholfome  and  pleafant. 

We  are  affur’d,  that  there  is  to  be  found  in  Chins, 
amonglt  Fountains,  feveral  that  Flow  and  Ebb  as  re¬ 
gularly,  as  the  Sea  doth,  whether  it  be  that  they 
have  fome  Communication  with  the  Ocean  by  cer¬ 
tain  fubterraneous  Conveyances  and  Conduits,  or 
whe- 


I 


111 


a$cl  Fruits  of  China. 

whether  it  be  in  patting  through  certain  Earths,  they, 
are  impregnated  with  Salts  and  Spirits  apt  to  cauie  this 
fermentation,  I  leave  others  to  determine. 

(  Since  I  have  begun  to  fpeak  of  the  different  Wa- 
!  ters  of  China,  I  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence  the  Lakes 
j  and  Ponds  that  are  every  where  almoft  to  be  feen  in 
all  the  Provinces.  Thofe  that  are  produc’d  in  Win¬ 
ter  by  the  Torrents  from  the  Mountains,  lay  watte 
the  Fields,  and  render  the  whole  Country,  during 
Summer,  barren,  fandy,and  full  of  Flints.  Thofe  that 
arifefrom  Springs,  abound  in  Filh,  and  yield  a  con- 
fiderable  Revenue  to  the  Emperor  by  the  Salt  they 
afford.  There  is  one  of  them  amongft  the  reft,  if  [ 
be  not  miftaken  it  is  in  Xanfi,  in  the  middle  whereof 
appears  a  fmalllfland,wherc  People  divert  themfelves, 
during  the  excefltve  Heat,  cooling  themfelves,  by 
throwing  Water  into  the  Air  and  making  artificial 
Rain. '  They  find  here  a  Cruft  of  a  certain  Salt  very 
white,  and  of  a  pleafant  fcent,  which  they  continue 
all  the  Summer  long,  with  that  fuccefs,  that  the  Salt 
would  be  fuflficient  for  the  whole  Province,  ifit  were 
as  fait  as  that  of  the  Sea ;  they  commonly  make  ufe 
of  it  to  feafon  Meat  withal. 

Altho’  I  have  not  feen  all  thofe  famous  Lakes  in 
China,  whereuntoHiftorians  afcribe  fo  many  Miracles, 
yet  fhali  I  relate  fomething, which  I  do  not  care  to  war¬ 
rant  for  Gofpel ;  which  neverthelefs,  will  let  you  un¬ 
derhand  th c'Genius  of  the  Country,  where  People  fo 
ealily  give  credit  to  what  feems  moft  incredible. 

In  the  Province  of  Fokien  there  is  one  whofe  Water 
is  green,  and  changes  Iron  into  Copper.  They  have 
built  a  Palace  upon  the  Banks  of  another  not  far  di- 
ftant  from  the  former,  in  an  Apartment  of  which  one 
hears  the  ringing  of  Bells  every  time  Heaven  threa¬ 
tens  a  Storm.  There  are  Waters  in  the  Province  of 
Quantum  that  change  colour  every  Year.  In  Summer 
and  in  Winter,  they  are  very  clear  j  in  Autumn  they 
.  1  2.  turn 
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turn  blue;,  but  of  fuch  a  fine  blue,  that  People  make 
nfe  of  it  to  dye  Stuffs. 

In  that  place  is  to  be  feen  a  Mountain  full  of 
Caverns,  vvhofe  very  Afpect  is  very  terrible,  in  which 
is  found  a  Lake  of  that  Nature,  that  if  one  throw  a 
Stone  into  it,  one  may  hear  a  noife  like  Thunder ; 
fometime  after  there  arifeth  a  grofs  Mill,  which  im¬ 
mediately  diffolves  into  Water. 

But  the  moll  famous  of  them  all,  is,  that  of  the 
Province  of  Turman.  The  Chinefe  would  make  you  be¬ 
lieve, that  this  Lake  came  all  on  the  fudden, during  an 
Earthquake  that  fwallowed  up  all  the  Country  with 
its  Inhabitants.  This  was  a  juft  Judgment  upon  them 
for  their  wickednefs,  for  they  were  very  diffolute  Li¬ 
vers.  Of  all  chat  were  there  at  that  time,there  was  but 
one  Child  that  was  fav'd,  which  they  found  in  the 
middle  of  the  Lake  born  upupon  a  piece  of  Wood. 

In  the  Ifie  of  Bajnan,  belonging  to  China ,  there  is 
a  fort  of  Water,  whether  it  be  Lake  or  Fountain,  I 
know  not,  that  petrefies  Filh.  I  my  felf  have  brought 
over  Crawfifh,  that  preferving  their  intire  Natural 
Figure,  are  fo  far  chang’d  into  Stone,  that  the  Claws 
and  Body  of  them  are  very  hard,  very  folid,  and  lit¬ 
tle  differing  from  Stone.  Thefe  Wonders  of  Nature 
are  jjot  fo  far  particular  to  China ,  but  the  like  may 
be  met  with  elfewhere ;  and  if  one  does  not  credit 
all  the  Chinefe  relate,  it  is  not  becaufe(there  is  fome- 
times  no  foundation  for  their  Stories :  But  becaufe 
they  havefomewhatof  the  Air  of  Fable,  and  Hyper¬ 
bolical  in  them,  that  would  make  a  Man  even  fufped 
the  Truth  it  felf. 

I  wifh,  with  all  my  Heart,  Sir ,  I  were  able  to  ex¬ 
plain  all  the  kinds  of  Filh  that  the  Rivers  and  Lakes 
furnilh  them  with,  as  well  as  thofe  that  are  caught 
upon  their  Coafts  (that  fo  I  might  fully  fatisfie  the 
Subjeft  I  have  undertaken)  but  to  tell  you  the 
truth,  I  am  not  well  enough  infoim’d  to  engage  mV 
felf 
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felf  upon  a  particular  Relation  of  them ;  I  have  feen, 
as  far  as  I  can  guefs,  all  the  Filh  in  China,  chat  we 
have  in  France :  I  have  taken  notice  of  a  great  many 
others  that  I  did  not  know,  not  fo  much  as  their 
Names ;  that  is  all  I  can  fay  of  it :  Befides  that  I  /nail 
confirm  to  you,  what  poflibly  you  may  have  read  in 
the  Relations  touching  the  Filh  they  call  the  Golden 
and  Silver  Ftp  that  are  found  in  divers  Provinces, 
which  are  a  great  Beauty  and  Ornament  to  the 
Courts  and  Gardens  of  great  Perfons. 

They  are  commonly  of  a  Fingers  length,  and  of  a 
proportionable  thicknefs ;  the  Male  is  of  a  moft 
delicate  red, from  the  Head  to  the  middle  of  the  Body, 
and  further ;  the  reft,,  together  with  the  Tail,  is 
gilded ;  but  with  fuch  a  glittering  and  burni/ht  Gold, 
that  our  real  Gildings  cannot  come  near  it.  The 
Female  is  white,  its  Tail,  nay,  and  one  part  of  its 
Body,  perfectly  walk  over  with  Silver ;  the  Tail  of 
both  of  them  is  not  even  and  flat  as  that  of  other 
Filh,  but  falhioned  like  a  Nofegay, ,  thick  and  long, 
which  gives  a  particular  Grace  to  this  pretty  Ani¬ 
mal,  and  fets  it  ofF,  being  befides  perfectly  well  pro¬ 
portioned. 

Thofe  who  would  breed  them,  ought  to  have 
great  Care,for  they  are  extraordinary  tender,  and  fen- 
fible  of  the  lead  Injuries  of  the  Air.  They  put  them 
into  a  great  Bafin,»fuch  as  are  in  Gardens,  very  deep 
and  large ;  at  the  bottom  of  which  they  are  wont 
to  place  an  Earthen  Pot  turn’d  upfide  down,  full  of 
Holes  on  the  Tides,  that  they  may  retire  into  it  when 
it  is  very  hot  Weather, and  by  that  means  Ihelter  them- 
felves  from  the  Sun.  They  likewife  throw  upon  the 
furface  of  the  Water  fome  particular  Herbs  that  keep 
always  green,  and  maintain  the  coolnefs.  This  Wa¬ 
ter  is  to  be  chang’d  two  or  three  times  a  Week,  yet 
fo  that  frelh  Water  may  be  put  in,  according  as  the. 
Bafin  is  emptied,  which  muft  never  be  left  dry.  If 
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one  be  oblig’d  to  remove  the  Fifli  from  one  Cz/e  to 
another,  great  care  mu  ft  be  taken  not  to  touch  them 
with  the  Hand ;  all  thofe  that  are  touched  dye  quick¬ 
ly  after,  or  fhrivel  up ;  you  muft  for  that  purpofe 
make  ufe  of  a  little  Thread  Purle,  faftned  at  the  up- 
oer  end  of  a  Hoop,  into  which  they  are  infenfibly 
ingaged  ;  when  they  are  once  got  into  it  of  them- 
felves,  one  muft  take  heed  of  hurting  them,  and 
be  fure  to  hold  them  ftill  in  the  firft,  which  empties 
but  fiowly,  and  gives  time  to  tranfport  them  to  the 
other  Water.  Any  great  noife,  as  of  a  Cannon,  or 
of  Thunder,  too  ftrong  a  frnell,  too  violent  a  motion, 
are  all  very  hurtful  to  them,  yea,  and  fometiines  oc- 
caiions  their  dying ;  as  I  have  obferv’d  at  Sea  every 
time  they  difcharg'd  the  Cannon,  or  melted  Pitch 
and  Tar :  Befides,  they  live  almoft  upon  nothing ; 
thofe  infenfible  Worms  that  are  bread  in  the  Water, 
or. thofe  fmail  earthly  Particles  that  are  mixt  with  it, 
fuffice  in  a  m  anner  to  keep  them  alive.  They  do,  not- 
withftanding,  throw  in  little  Balls  of  Pafte  now  and 
then ;  but  there  is  nothing  better  than  a  Wafer, which 
fteep’d,  makes  a  kind  of  Pap,  of  which  they  are  ex- 
tream  greedy,  which  indeed  is  very  fuitable  to  their 
natural  Delicacy  and  Tendernefs.  In  hotCountries 
rhey  multiply  very  much,  provided  care  be  taken 
to  remove  their  Eggs,  which  fwim  upon  the  Wa¬ 
ter,  which  the  Fiin  mod  commonly  eat :  They 
place  them  in  a  particular  Va[e  expos’d  to  the  Sun, 
and  there  they  preferve  them  till  the  heat  hatcheth 
them  j  the  Fiih  come  out  of  a  black  colour,  which 
fome  of  them  keep  ever  after,  but  it  is  chang'd  by 
little  and  little  in  other  Colours,  into  Red,  White, 
Gold,  and  Silver,  according  to  their  different  Kind  : 
1  he  Gold  and  Silver  begins  at  the  extremity  of  the 
Tail,  and  expand  themfelves  fomewhat  more  or  lefs, 
according  to  their  particular;  Difpofition. 
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All  this.  Sir,  and  other  Marvejs  of  the  Univerfe, 
makes  us  acknowledge  the  Finger  of  God  every  where, 
who  for  our  fckes  hath  embellilh’d  the  World  many 
thoufand  ways.  He  is  not  only  content  to  enlighten 
the  Heavens,  and  enrich  the  Earth,  but  defcends  in¬ 
to  the  Abyffes,  into  the  very  Waters  ;  wherehe  hath 
left  fbme  Footftepsof  his  profound  Wifdom,and  not 
to  mention  thofe  prodigious  Monfters, that  feem  to  be 
made  to  aftonilh  Nature,  he  hath  likewife  created 
thofe  wonderful  Fifh  I  but  now  defcrib'ed,  which,  as 
little  as  they  are, yet  by  their  lingular  beauty  are  the 
fubjeft  of  our  Admiration,  and  furriifli  us  with  fome 
faint  Idens  of  thegreatnefs  of  the  wife  Creator. 

Thus  I  have  prefented  you,  Sir,  in  a  Compendium, 
the  Draught,  and  as  it  were  the  Map  of  that  Country, 
which  Idefign’dto  give  you, fome  knowledge  of; 
thefe  are  but  the  outfide,  and  if  I  may  fo  fay,  but  the 
Body  of  that  Empire,  whofe  Soul  and  Spirit  is  di- 
fperft  through  its  Inhabitants.  Peradventure,  when 
you  (hall  have  read  what  I  have  writ  to  you  about  it, 
you  will  be  apt  to  enquire  what  People  they  be  who 
are  fo  happy  as  to  receive  the  greateft,  faireft,  and 
moft  fertile  Portion  of  the  Earth  for  their  Inheritance ; 
fuch  a  Land,  in  a  word,  that  it  wants  nothing  to 
make  it  a  real  Land  of  Promife,  but  to  be  cultivated 
by  God’s  People,  and  inhabited  by  tru elfradites,  in¬ 
deed.  If  we  had  nothing,  as  the  Hebrews  had,  but 
the  Red-Sea  and  Wildernefs  to  go  through,  probably 
forty  Years  might  fuffice  to  bring  it  under  Subjection 
to  the  Gofpel :  But  that  vaft  extent  of  Seas,  thofe  in¬ 
finite  and  unpradicable  Land  Journeys, that  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  putting  a  flop  to  Mofes  and  the  Prophets,  are 
a  great  flop  to  the  Zeal  of  the  Miniflers  of  Jefus, 
Chrift,  and  lelfen  the  number  of  his  new  Apoftles. 

Oh !  that  I  could,  as  the  Hebrews  did,  whom  Mo¬ 
fes  font  to  difcover  the  Promifed  Land,  reprefent  the 
immenfe  Rich'nefs,  and  moft  precious  Harveft  that 
I  4  Cbm 
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China  promifes  to  the  Labourers  in  the  Vineyards,  we 
have  hopes,  that  probably  the  profpedt  of  iuch  an  a- 
bundantCrop,  might  in  time  prevail  with  all  Europe 
to  come  and  reap  it :  At  leaft,  1  hope  that  my  Tefti- 
mony  will  not  be  infignificant,and  that  the  more  than 
ordinary  Zeal  of  thefmall  company  of  Millionaires 
that  fhall  fucceed  me,  will  make  amends  for  the  vaft 
number  of  thofe  which  fuch  a  vaft  Empire  might  de* 
mand.  I  am,  with  all  the  refpedt  imaginable, 

SIR, 

Your  mo ft  humble,  and 
most  affectionate  Servant, 

L*  J- 

LETTER  V. 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torfi,  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs . 

Of  the  peculiar  Character  of  the  Chinefe  Nation, 
its  Antiquity ,  Nobility ,  Manners,  and  its  good 
and  bad  Qualities. 

My  Lord, 

QEeing  in  the  Employment  wherewith  the  King 
hatli  honoured  you,  and  which  you  do  already 
difcharge  with  fo  much  Wifdom,  nothing  can  con¬ 
tribute  more  to  promote  you  to  that  high  pitch  of 
Perfection,  that  all  Europe  expefts  from  you,  than 
the  exact  Knowledge  of  the  Manners  and  Genius  of 
foreigners,  I  could  imagine  no  lefs  than  that  by  or¬ 
dering  me  to  write  to  you  concerning  the  Empire 
of  China,  you  did  particularly  defire  to  learn  what 
was  the  Character  of  its  Inhabitants. 

It  is  true,  if  we  judge  of  the  future  by  preceding 
Reigns 
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Reigns,  fuch  Informations  would  perhaps  hand  you 
in  no  ftead.  Hitherto  France  hath  had  nothing  to  do 
with  that  People;  and  Nature  feems  to  have  placed 
them  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  us,  on  purpofe  that  we 
might  have  no  concern  with  them.  But  under  the 
Reign  of  Lewis  the  Great ,  for  whom  Nature  her  felf 
hath  fo  often  changed  her  Laws,  is  any  thing  impofli- 
ble  ?  Nay,  will  not  Heaven,  which  feems  to  have 
employ’d  all  Nations  to  make  him  Renown’d,  oblige 
China,  as  proud  and  haughty  as  it  is,  to  contribute 
fomething  to  his  Glory  ? 

It  is  in  all  Humane  Probability,  under  your  Mini- 
ftry,  My  Lord,  that  we  fhall  behold  the  mod  flourifli- 
ing  and  mighty  Empire  of  the  Weft,  unite  it  felf  with 
the  moft  puiflant  Realm  in  all  Europe.  And  perhaps, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  this  fatal  War,  the  dire  confe- 
quences  of  which  have  expanded  themfelves  as  far  as 
the  extremities  of  the  Univerfe,  you  would  e’re'this 
have  given  Audience  to  the  Envoys  of  a  Prince,  who 
never  acknowledg’d  any  other  Sovereign  befides 
himfelf  in  the  World.  This  Negotiation,  fo  glorious 
for  you,  and  fo  much  conducing  te  the  Eltabliih- 
ment  of  Religion,  which  the  Iniquity  of  the  Times 
hath  hitherto  interrupted,  may  be  hereafter  fet  afoot 
again ;  and  it  is  on  purpofe  to  dilpofe  and  incline 
you  to  the  fame,  that  I  prefume  to  take  the  liberty, 
My  Lord,  to  let  you  underhand' the  Charader  of  thofe 
who  are  to  be  employ’d  therein. 

The  Chinefe  are  fo  ancient  in  the’  World,  that  it 
fares  with  them  as  to  their  Original,  as  with  great 
Rivers  whofe  fource  can  fcarce  be  difeovered.  It  is 
neceffary  for  that  purpofe,  to  look  back  farther  than 
all  our  prophane  Hiltories ;  for  their  Chronology 
furpaffes  even  the  common  Account  of  the  Creation 
of  the  World. 

It  is  very  true,  the  Vulgar  Hiilory  of  that  Grand 
Monarchy,  is  not  only  dubious,  but  manifeltiy  faife, 
for 
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for  it  computes  forty  thoufand  Years  fince  the  Foun- 
dation  of  the  Empire ;  but  the  account  given  by  the 
Learned  and  Judicious  among  them,  comes  fo  well 
confirm’d,  lb  evidently  prov’d,  and  eftablilh’d  by  fo 
conftant  a  Tradition,  that  one  cannot  call  it  in  que- 
ftion  among  them,  without  paffing  for  ridiculous, 
and  as  they  themfelVes  exprefi  it,  for  Heretical. 

According  to  this  Hiftory,  which  none  of  their 
Learned  Men  ever  queftion’d,  China  hath  had  its 
Kings  for  above  four  thoufand  Years,  that  have  con¬ 
tinu’d  to  this  prelent  Time  without  any  Interruption. 
The  fame  Family  hath  not  been  always  feated  upon 
the  Throne;  there  hath  been  twenty  two  different 
Families,  that  have  produc’d  two  hundred  thirty  fix 
Emperors.  Several  Ho&ors  cany  this  Monarchy 
jback  fix  hundred  Years  higher :  Their  Opinion  de¬ 
pends  on  probable  Grounds,  but  wte  may  relye  upon 
thefirft ;  which  makes  very  much  fof  the  Grandeur 
and  Nobility  of  China,  fince  five  or  fix  hundred  Years, 
ms>re  or  lefs,  does  not  produce  any  notable  diminu¬ 
tion  in  its  Antiquity, 

Certainly,  after  all  the  Inquiries  and  Examinations 
that  have  been  made  into  this  Chronology,  it  is  no 
longer  left  to  our  liberty  to  doubt  of  it,  than  of  the 
Hiltories  that  are  the  moft  authentickly  receiv’d  a- 
mongft  us :  And  it  ought  fo  much  the  rather  to  be 
believ’d,  forafmuch  as  it  was  incapable  of  admitting 
any  alteration  from  Foreigners ;  forafmuch  as  it  was 
always  current,  amongft  the  knowing  Men  of  the 
Country,  for  true,  fure,  and  unconteftable,  becaufe  it 
is  written  in  a  natural,  plain  unaffected  Stile,  that  car¬ 
ries  with  it  that  Air  ot  Verity  that  ever  perfwades : 
And  belides,  Confucius,  efteem’d  for  his  great  Capaci¬ 
ty,  Sincerity,  and  Uprightnels,  never  doubted  of  it; 
nay,  and  did  even  eftabliffi  his  whole  Do&rine  there¬ 
upon,  five  hundred  and  fifty  Years  before  the  Birth  of 
our  Saviour,  becaufe  his  Books  are  very  conformable 
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to  the  Holy  Scripture.,  in  reference  to  the  Age  of  the 
firft  Men ;  for  they  affine  us  that  fob i  reigned  an 
hundred  and  fifty  Years ;  Chirntm,  an  hundred  and 
forty ;  Hoamti,  an  hundred  and  eleven-;  Tao,zn  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighteen,  and  fofor  the  reft,  always  decrea- 
fing,  conformable  to  what  Holy  Writteaches  us.  In 
a  word,  the  Eclipfes  obferv’d  at  that  time,  muft  needs 
happen  in  effect;  which  they  could  not  know,  but 
by  Obfervation,  and  not' by  any  Calculations,  flnce 
they  never  had  exad  ones ;  All  this  perfwades  us, 
that  there  is  little  certainty  in  the  Prophane  Hiftory 
of  the  World,  if  we  can  reafonably  doubt- of  that 
of  China. 

In  a  word,  this  Empire  was  involv’d  in  the  com¬ 
mon  Fate  of  all  others,  whofe  Origin  is  very  inconfi- 
derable.lt  feems  probable  that  the  Children, or  Grand¬ 
children  of  Noah,  difperft  themfelves  into  AJia,  and 
at  length  penetrated  as  far  as  this  part  of  China,  that 
is  moft  Wefterly ;  which  is  call’d  at  this  day  Xanji  and 
Xmfi.  They  liv’d  at  the  beginning  in  Families,  and 
the  Kings  were  Fathers,  to  whom  a  long  continu¬ 
ance  of  Years,  abundanceof  Flocks,  and  other  Coun¬ 
try  Paftoral  Riches,  added  fome  Authority. 

Fohi  was  the  firft  that  laid  the  Foundation  of  the 
Monarchy ;  his  Wifdom,  Difcretion, his  good  Morals, 
Power,  and  Reputation,  which  his^reat  Age  had  ac¬ 
quir’d  him,  made  them  give  ear  to  him,  as  to  an  Ora¬ 
cle  :  He  regulated  all  Private,  as  well  as  Politick  and 
Religious  Matters ;  infomuch  that  theState  was  in  a 
very  flourilhing  Condition  in  a  fiiort  time ;  his  Sub¬ 
jects  poiTefled  the  Province  of  Honan  at  firft,  and  fome 
Years  after  all  the  Lands  and  Territories  that  are  ex¬ 
tended  as  far  as  the  South  Sea. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  Chinefe,  from  their  very  O- 
riginal,  did  look  upon  themfelves  as  fomething  more 
than  other  Men,  like  to  thofe  Princes,  who  as  foont, 
as  they  are  born,  difcover  a  certain  natural  lofdnefs 
that 
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that  ever  diftinguilhes  them  from  the  Vulgar.  Whe¬ 
ther  it  was  that  the  neighbouring  Kingdoms  were 
barbarous,  or  inferiour  to  them  in  point  of  Wifdom, 
I  don’t  know ;  but  at  that  very  time  they  laid  down 
a  Maxim  of  State  amongft  themfelves,  to  have  no  Com¬ 
merce  with  Foreigners  and  Strangers,'  hut  juft  fo  much  as 
ftwuld  he  neceffary  to  receive  their  Homage .  Neither  did 
they  court  and  feek  after  thefe  Badges  of  Sovereignty 
out  of  a  Spirit  of  Ambition,  but  that  they  might  have 
the  better  opportunity  to  prefcribe  to  other  People  of 
the  World  Laws  and  Conftitutions  of  perfect  Go¬ 
vernment. 

So  that  when  any  one  amongft  their  Tributaries 
failed  to  appear  at  the  time  appointed,  they  did  not 
oblige  him  by  open  force  to  fubmit,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  had  Compaflion  on  him.  What  do  we  loft  by  it, 
fay  they,  if  he  ftill  remain  barbarous  ?  Since  he  is  fo  a- 
verfe  to  Wifdom,  be  needs  to  blame  no  body  but  himftlf  as  of¬ 
ten  as  he  Jhallfail  in  his  Duty  through  Vaffton  or  Blindnefs. 

This  grave  policy  acquir’d  the  Chinefe  fo  great  a 
Reputation,  that  throughout  all  the  Indies,  all  tartary 
and  Perfta,  look'd  upon  them  as  the  Oracles  of  the 
World ;  yea,  and  the  People  of  Japan  had  fuch  an 
high  conceit  of  them,  that  when  St.  Xavier  brought 
the  Faith  amongft  them  (altho’  China  at  that  time 
came  Ihort  of  her  priftine  Probity)  one  of  the  great 
Reafons  they  obje&ed  aga.inft  the  good  Man, was,  that 
a  Nation  fo  wife, fo  intelligent, had  not  yet  embrac’d  it. 

But  this  piece  of  Policy  that  induc’d  them  to  diftin- 
guilh  themfelves  from  others,  which  at  firft  might 
probably  be  a  profitable  Maxim,  degenerated  after¬ 
wards  into  Pride.  They  look’d  upon  themfelves  as  a 
ch.ofen  elect  People,  that  Heaven  had  produc’d  -in  the 
Center  of  the  Univerfe  to  give  them  a  Law;  a  Peo- 
pie  only  capable  to  Inftrudt,  Civilize,  and  Govern 
Nations.  They  fancied  other  Men  but  as  Dwarfs  and 
pitiful  Monflers,  thrown  by  into  the  Extremities  of 
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the  Earth,  as  the  drofs  and  ofF-fcouring  of  Nature ; 
whereas  the  Chinefe  plac’d  in  the  middle  of  the  World, 
had  alone  receiv’d  from  God  Almighty  a  rational 
Form  and  Shape,  and  a  true  Size.  Their  ancient 
Maps  are  fill’d  with  fuch  like  Figures,  and  with  a 
great  many  Emblems  apt  to  infpire  that  difdain  they 
lliew’d  of  all  Mankind. 

But  perceiving  the  Europeans  inftru&ed  in  all  forts 
of  Sciences,  they  were' (truck  with  aftonilhment. 
How  can  it  pojjibly  be,  faid  they,  that  a  People  fofar  re¬ 
mote  from  us,fiiould  have  any  Wit  or  Capacity  ?  They  have 
never  perufed  our  Books ;  they  were  never  modelled  by  our 
Laws ,  and  yet  they  [peak,  difeourfe,  and  argue  aright  as 
we  do. 

Our  Workmanfhip,  as  Stuffs,  Clocks,  Watches, 
Mathematical  Inftruments,  and  fuch  like  Curiofities, 
furprifed  them  ftill  more;  for  they  imagin’d  that  dex¬ 
trous  and  expert  Artificers  were  no  where  to  be  met 
with  but  in  China.  Then  they  began  to  underftand 
that  we  were  not  fo  barbarous  as  they  imagin’d ;  and 
faid  in  a  joking  way,  We  [appos’d  all  other  People  blind, 
and  that  Nature  had  beftowed  Eyes  upon  none  but  the  Chi¬ 
nefe;  but  we  find  now  that  this  is  not  univ'erfally  true,  if 
the  Europeans  do  not  fee  fo  clearly  as  we,  they  have  at 
leaf  one  Eye  apiece. 

I  have  taken  notice  of  fome  Frenchmen-  fo  moved  at 
this  ridiculous  Vanity,  that  they  were  not  Mailers  of 
their  Paffion ;  they  would  poffibly  have  done  better 
to  have  laught  at  this  Vanity,  or  at  leal!  have 
excus’d  it,  fince  the  Chinefe  till  that  time,  had  feen 
none  but  Indians  and  Tartars,  and  they  beheld  the 
Weft  at  a  diftance,  as  we  at  prefent  behold  the  Terra 
Auftralis  Incognita,  and  Foreils  of  Canada :  Now  if 
at ;  o  o  Leagues  diftance  from  Quebec  we  found  Irccjuian 
Mathematicians,  or  learned  Alkonkins,  that  could  dis¬ 
cover  to  us  a  new  Philofophy,  more  clear,  compre- 
henfive,  and  more  perfect  than  ours, we  fhould  be  no 
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let  blame-worthy  than  the  C hineje,  for  preferring  our 

felves  to  that  People,  and  for  having  hitherto  termed,'. 

them  Barbarians, 

Abating  this  Pride,  you  muft  confefs,  that  the 
Chiwfe  Nation  hath  been  endu’d  with  rare  Qualities; 
with  a  great  deal  of  Politenefs  in  managing  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  the  World,  with  great  Senfe  and  Regularity 
in  their  Bufinels,  with  much  Zeal  for  the  Publick 
Good,  true  and  juft  Idea’s  of  Government,  with  a 
Genius,  mean  indeed  as  to  fpeculative  Sciences,  but 
yet  right  and  fure  in  Morality,  which  they  have  al¬ 
ways  preferv’d  very  conformable  to  Reafon. 

The  People  principally  applied,  themfelves  to  the 
Education  of  Children  in  their  Families ;  they  efteem- 
ed  Agriculture  above  all  other  things ;  they  were 
laborious  to  excefs,  loving  and  undemanding  Com¬ 
merce  and  Trading  perfectly  well.  Judges  and  Go¬ 
vernors  of  Cities  affe&ed  an  outfide  Gravity,  Sobriety 
at  their  Tables,  Moderation  in  Houfe-keeping,  and 
Equity  in  all  their  Judgments,  which  gained  Love 
and  Refpeft  from  all  the  People  in  general.  The 
Emperor  placed  his  Happinels  in  nothing  more  than 
to  procure  it  for  his  Subjects ;  and  look’d  upon  him- 
felf  not  fo  much  a  King  of  a  mighty  State,  as  a 
Father  of  a  numerous  Family. 

This  Character  of  China,  My  Lard,  that  I  have  gi¬ 
ven  you, is  not  flattering,  but  faithfully  deduced  from 
its  own  Hiftory,  that  furnifhes  us  with  an  infinite 
number  of  Examples  of  the  confpicuous  Wifdom  that 
hath  been  fo  long  the  Soul  that  actuates  its  Govern¬ 
ment.  ’Tis  true,  indeed,  the  Civil  Wars,  the  weak, 
or  wicked  Kings,  and  the  Power  of  Foreigners,  have 
from  time  to  time  difturbed  this  goodly  Order:  whi¬ 
ther  the  fundamental  Laws  of  the  State  were  excel¬ 
lent,  or  the  People  from  their  Cradles  indu’d  with 
happy  Difpofitions,  is  not  material ;  but  it  is  moft 
certain,  thefe  fatal  and  troublefome  Intervals  did 
not 
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not  long  continue ;  if  fo  be  they  were  but  never  fo 
little  left  to  their  own  difpofal,  they  flowed  again  in 
their  former  courfe :  And  we  fee  at  this  very  day, 
in  the  midft  of  that  Corruption,  which  the  Dome- 
ftick  Troubles  and  Commerce  with  the  Tartars  have 
introduc’d,  fome  Footfteps  of  their  ancient  Probity 
rsmaining. 

I  do  not  pretend.  My  Lord,  to  enlarge  any  further 
upon  this  S'ubjeft.  I  know  very  well,  that  it  is  a. 
Letter  that  I  have  the  honour  to  write  to  you,  and 
not  a  Hiftory;  befides,  they  are  about  tranfladng 
into  French  that  Hiftory  which  the  Chinefe  themfelves 
have  given  us ;  and  lam  confident. it  will  pleafe,  not 
only  by  its  Novelty,  but  by  the  extraordinary  Mat* 
ters  it  contains. 

I  thought  it  enough,  in  this  place,  to  draw  you 
out  the  Portraiture  of  the  prefent  State  of  China,  in 
relation  to  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  its  People; 

I  could  decipher  it  in  a  few  words,  by  telling  you, 
that  they  live  there  as  we  do  in  Europe.  Avarice, 
Ambition,  and  Pleafure,  go  a  great  way  in  all  their  . 
Tranfa&ions.  They  cozen  and  cheat  in  TrafBck ; 
Injuftice  reigns  in  Sovereign  Courts ;  Intrigues  bufie 
both  Princes  and  Courtiers.  In  the  mean  time  Per- 
fons  of  Quality  take  fo  many  meafures  to  conceal 
Vice  ;  and  the  Out-works  are  fo  well  guarded,  that 
if  a  Stranger  be  not  careful  to  be  inftruSed  concern¬ 
ing  Affairs  to  the  bottom,  he  imagines  that  every 
thing  is  perfectly  well  regulated.  Herein  th eChinefe 
referable  the  Europeans,  in  other  refpefe  they  are 
wholly  unlike.  Their  Countenance,  Air,  Language, 
Difpofition,  Civilities,  Manners,  and  Behaviour,  are 
rot  only  different  frpm  ours,  but  alfo  from  all  that 
ve  can  find  in  all  other  Nations  of  the  World. 

Without  doubt,  My  Lord,  you  have  taken  notice 
>f  the  Figures  that  are  painted  upon  the  Porcelain 
Di/he?' 


U4  Of  the  peculiar  CharaBer 
Diflies  and  Cabinets  that  come  from  China ;  our 
Pictures  in  Europe  do  always  flatter  us,  but  thofe  of 
China  make  them  maimed  and  ridiculous.  They  are 
not  fo  ill-favour’d  as  they  make  themfelves:  They  do 
not  indeed  entertain  the  fame  Ideas  of  Beauty  which 
we  do.  They  would  have  a  Man  big,  tall,  and 
grofs;  they  would  have  him  have  a  broad  Forehead, 
Eyes  little  and  flat,  a  fliort  Nofe,  great  Ears,  a  Mouth 
of  a  middle  fize,  a  long  Beard,  and  black  Hair.  That 
curious  Feature,  that  lively  Afped,  that  (lately  and 
noble  Gate  and  Deportment  the  French  fo  much  e- 
fteem,  does  not  at  all  pleafe  them.  He  is  an  hand- 
fome  Man  that  fills  an  Elbow-Chair,  that  by  his 
Size  and  Bulk  can  look  big.  As  for  their  Colour, 
they  are  naturally  as  fair  as  we,  efpecially  towards 
the  North ;  but  being  the  Men  take  no  care  of  them¬ 
felves,  travel  much,  wear  upon  their  Head  nothing 
but  a  little  Bonnet  very  improper  to  defend  their 
Face  from  the  Sun-beams,  they  are  commonly  as 
Tawny  as  the  Portuguese  in  the  Indies :  The  People 
alfo  of  the  Provinces  of  Quamtum  and  Yunnan,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  exceflive  Heat,  and  working  half  naked, 
are  of  a  Dun  Complexion. 

As  much  as  the  Men  negled  themfelves  in  this  par¬ 
ticular,  fo  much  do  the  Women  take  all  the  care  ima¬ 
ginable  to  preferve  themfelves.  I  am  not  fure  if  paint¬ 
ing  be  ufual  with  them ;  but  I  have  been  told,  that 
they  rub  their  Faces  every  Morning  with  a  fort  of 
white  Meal,  which  rather  fpoils  than  mends  their 
Complexion.  They  have  all  of  them  little  Eyes,  and 
fliort  Nofes ;  in  other  things  they  come  nothing 
fliort  of  the  European  Ladies,  but  their  Modefty,  fo 
natural  to  them,  doth  infinitely  fet  off  their  Fland- 
fomnefs ;  a  little  Collar  of  white  Sattin  faften’d  to 
a  Veil,  keeps  them  light,  and  covers  their  Neck  all 
over.  Their  Hands  are  always  hid  in  long  Sleeves; 
they  tread  fofely  and  gingerly,  with  their  Eyes  upon 
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the  Ground,  their  Head  on  one  fide,  and  a  Man 
would  imagine,  to  look  on  them,  that  they  were  a 
Company  of  Nuns  or  Devotees  by  Profeffion,  fet  a- 
part  and  fequeftred  from  the  World,  only  taken  up 
in  the  Service  of  God.  So  that  it  is  obfervable,  that 
Cuftom  hath  many  times  more  power  to  perplex 
and  trouble  the  fair  Sex,  than  the  moft  auftere  and 
rigid  Vertue :  Nay,  and  it  were  a  thing  to  be  defi- 
red,  that  Chriftianity  were  able  to  obtain  from 
Chriftian  Ladies  here,  what  the  Praftice  of  the 
World  hath  for  fo  many  Ages  infpir'd  into  the  Ido¬ 
latrous  Chinefe. 

This  Modefty  neverthelefs  does  not  hinder  them 
from  that  Vanity  incident  to  their  Sex  j  the  more 
they  are  confin’d,  the  lels  they  love  Solitude ;  they 
drefs  themfelves  gorgeoufly,  andfpend  all  the  Morn¬ 
ing  in  making  themfelves  fine,  thinking  they  may  be 
feen  in  the  day-time,  altho’  perhaps  they  are  not  by 
any  one  but  their  own  Domefticks.  Their  Head- 
drefs,  which  ufually  confifts  of  feveral  Locks  buckled 
up,  interlac’d  with  Flowers  of  Gold  and  Silyer, 
makes  but  an  odd  kind  of  a  FigureJBut  I  neither  can, 
nor  will,  my  Lord ,  give  you  a  particular  Defcription 
of  it,  becaufe  I  know  you  do  not  expeft  it  from  me. 
However,  I  am  perfwaded  if  People  Ihould  fee  the 
Model  of  them  in  France ,  they  would  go  near  to  be 
tempted  to  quit  that  extravagant  Burden  of  Head- 
cloaths  which  they  wear,  and  drefs  themfelves  after 
the  Neatnefs  and  Simplicity  of  the  Chinefe. 

"  The  Ladies  wear,  as  Men  do,  a  long  Sattin  or 
Cloth  of  Gold  Veil,  red,  blue,  or  green,  according 
to  their  particular  Fancy  j  the  elder  fort  habit  them- 
felves  in  black,  or  purple ;  they  wear  befides  that,  a 
kind  of  Snrtout,  the  Sleeves  whereof  are  extream 
wide,  and  trail  upon  the  Ground,  when  they  have 
no  occafion  to  hold  them  up.  But  that  which  diftin- 
guifheth  them  from  all  the  Women  in  the  World, and 
K,  does 
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does  in  a  manner  make  a  particular  Species  of  them, 
is  the  littlenefs  of  their  Feet,  and  here  lies  the  more 
effential  point  of  their  Beauty.  This  is  one  of  the 
moft  wonderful  and  ftrange  things  in  the  World  : 
They  affect  this  to  that  degree,  that  they  would 
juftly  be  accus’d  of  Folly,  did  not  an  extravagant 
and  ancient  Cuftom  (which  in  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Mode,  ever-more  prevails  over  the  greateft  Conve¬ 
nience)  oblige  them  to  follow  the  Stream,  and  com¬ 
ply  with  the  Cuftom  of  the  Country. 

So  foon  as  ever  the  Girls  are  born,  the  Nurfes  take 
care  to  tie  their  Feet  extream  hard  that  they  may  not 
.grow :  Nature  that  feems  to  be  difpos’d  for  this  Tor¬ 
ment,  does  more  eafily  buckle  to  it  than  one  could 
imagin ;  nay,  one  does  not  perceive  that  their  Health 
is  impair’d  thereby.  Their  Shoes  of  Sattin,  embroi¬ 
der’d  with  Gold,  Silver,  and  Silk,  are  extraordinary 
heat ;  and  tho’  they  be  very  little,  yet  they  ftrive  to 
fhew  them  as  they'  walk ;  for  walk  they  do  (which 
one  would  not  be  apt  to  believe)  and  would  walk  all 
day  long  by  their  good  will,  if  they  had  liberty  to  go 
abroad.  Some  have  been  perfwaded  that  it  was  an 
Invention  of  the  ancient  Chinefe,  who  to  bring  Wo¬ 
men  under  a  neceffity  of  keeping  within  Doors, 
brought  little  Feet  ip  falhion.  I  have  more  than 
once  inquir’d  about  it  of  the  Chinefe  themfelves,  but 
they  never  heard  of  any  fuch  Reafon.  Tbefe  are  idle 
Tales,  fays  one  of  them  failing,  our  Forefathers  knew 
Women  too  well,  as  we  do,  to  believe  that  in  retrenching 
half  of  their  Feet,  the)'  could  be  deprived  of  the  power  of 
walking,  a?id  of  longing  ;o  fee  the  World. 

If  People  would  have  given  themfelves  the  trouble 
to  have  confulted  the  Relations  concerning  theA- 
fpeft  and  Mien  of  the  Chinefe  Women ;  it  would  not 
have  been  fo  eafie  a  matter  to  impofe  upon  the 
eafinefs  of  the  Ladies  of  Pans,  who  entertain’d  a  poor 
French  Woman  the  laft  Year,  giving  her  all  manner 
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of  Relief,  becaufe  fhe  faid  fhe  was  an  Outlandifh 
Woman,  and  of  one  of  the  beft  Families  in  China. 
This  Accident  furpris’d  all  Curious  Perfons,  and 
the  Marquis  de  Croifi  told  me,  he  would  take  it  as 
a  Favour  if  I  would  examine  the  truth  of  the 
Story. 

Charity,  added  he,  is  no  lefs  acceptable  to  God,  al- 
tho’  it  be  mifplac’d  upon  Objects  that  deferve  it  not. 
If  the  bufinefs  of  giving  the  Money  were  the  only 
thing  in  queftion,  it  would  befcarce  worth  the  while 
to  detedt  the  Fraud  where  a  Perfon  pretends  neceffi- 
ty  :  But  in  the  Cafe  before  us ;  the  Maid  faid  fhe 
was  an  Heathen,  that  fhe  was  exhorted  long  fince 
to  be  converted  ;  that  Ihe  underftood  rightly,  or  at 
leafr  pretended  to  underftand  ourMyfteriesyin  fine, 
fhe  defin'd  to  embrace  our  Religion  ;  and  they  were 
juft  upon  the  point  to  baptize  her.  If  Hie  be  a  Chi¬ 
nefe,  well  and  good  ;  we  have  caufe  to  admire  Di¬ 
vine  Providence  for  bringing  this  Soul  from  fo  re¬ 
mote  a  place,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Bofom  of  the 
Church  ;  but  if  fhe  be  a  French  Woman  who  pro¬ 
bably  hath  been  baptiz’d  from  her  Infancy,  this  A- 
bufe-of  the  Sacrament  that  /he’s  a  going  to  receive  a 
fecond  time,  is  a  Sacriledge  deferving  the  fevereft 
Punifhment  j  of  which  Sacriledge,  thofe  that  affift 
her  become  guilty  themfelves. 

I  was  already  much  prepolfefs’d  wich  an  ill  Opi¬ 
nion  of  this  pretended  Chinefe ;  but,  befides  the  Or¬ 
der  of  the  Marquis  de  Croifi ,  I  thought  it  would  be 
good  to  lift  out  the  bufinefs  to  the  bottom,  to  unde¬ 
ceive  thofe  that  were  any  ways  concern’d  therein. 
When  fhe  underftood  that  I  would  come  and.fee 
her,  fire  was  very  much  difturb’d.  He  is  not  a  Chi¬ 
nefe  Father,  fays  fhe,  hat  one  of  the  Indian  Mijfiona- 
ries,  whom  the  Revolution  of  Siam  hath  brought  bach 
Nay,-  they  had  much  ado  to  find  her,  when  I  ap¬ 
pear’d  j  they  fought  for  her  all  up  and  down  a  good 
K  2  while, 
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while,  and  at  length  unkennelled  her,  and  perfua- 
ded  her  to  make  Appearance. 

So  foon  as  I  faw  her,  I  had  no  need  of  Examina¬ 
tion,  the  Features  of  her  Face,  her  Gate,  her  Feet, 
her  whole  Behaviour  betray’d  her.  She  feign’d  in 
fpeaking  French,  that  fhe  did  not  well  underhand  the 
Language  j  but,  befides  the  placing  of  the  Words, 
which  (he  endeavour’d  to  pronounce  confusedly,  was 
altogether  natural,  which  isfcarce  ever  got  by  Stran¬ 
gers,  fhe  did  alfo  pronounce  with  a  great  deal  of 
firmnefs  feverap Letters  notin  ufe  with  the  Chinefe , 
which  it  is  impoflible  for  them  to  exprefs. 

After  the  firfl  Difcourfes,  I  demanded  of  what  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  what  Family  of  China  fhe  was,  and  by 
what  ftrange  Adventure  fhe  was  at  fuch  a  great  Di- 
ftance  from  her  Country  ?  I  am  of  Pekin  itfelf,  fays 
file,  the  Metropolis  tf  the  Empire,  born  in  the  Emperors 
Palace,  brought  up  at  Court,  and  Daughter  to  Prince  Co- 
ronne:  A  Prince  who  does  difpofe  Sovereignly  eve¬ 
ry  thing ;  more  Mailer,  and  more  powerful  than 
the  Emperor  himfelf ;  whofe  Pleafures  are  never  in¬ 
terrupted  by  the  Cares  of  Pcblick  Affairs ;  who  be¬ 
ing  little  concern’d  at  the  good  or  bad  Condition  of 
the  Empire,  confines  all  his  Ambition-  to  the  render¬ 
ing  himfelf  happy,  and  to  lead  an  eafie  and  plea- 
fant  Life. 

.  I  embark’d  with  my  Mother,  mho  had  a  dejign  to  pafs 
into  Japan,  there  to  treat  of  a  Marriage  for  me.  In  the 
Pafj'age  our  Vefjelmas  attack’d  by  a  Holland  Pirate,  that 
took  it,  and  blew  it  up,  and  brought  me  away  Prifoner. 
However  the  barbarous  Pirate  took  J'ucb  care  of  me,  as  did 
foiqething  fweeten  my  Captivity,  if  the  lofs  of  my  Mother 
had  not  reduc’d  me  to  a  Difconjolate  Condition,  for  fhe  dfd 
before  mint  Eyes,  and  the  Reprefentation  of fo  fatal  an  Ac¬ 
cident,  that  lay  slight  and  day  heavy  upon  my  Spirit,  mould 
fcdrce  permit  me  to  refiecl  upon  the  many  kind  Offices  he  did 
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Neverthelefs ,  my  Condition  was  not  fo  deplorable  as  l 
imagin’d ;  the  victorious  Hollander  was  at  length  over¬ 
come  by  a  French  Privateer I  was  a  fecond  time  a  Cap¬ 
tive,  and  treated  by  the  new  Captain  with  fo  much  harfimefs, 
that  I  was  at  that  very  moment  apprehenfive  that-my  Grief 
might  increaje,  and  that  the  excefsof  Miferies  that  one  en¬ 
dures  in  this  World,  is  never  fo  great,  but  one  may  become 
fill  more  miferable.  this  Voyage  was  to  me  she  longefi, 
moft  dangerous,  and  accompany  d  with  much  Sorrow  and 
Bitternejs.  At  length  we  came  ajboar  at  a  place  which  I 
knew  not ;  they  brought  me  out  of  the  Ship,  and  after  they 
had  drag£d  me  thro’feveral  Provinces, they  barbaroufly  for- 
fook  me,  and  I  found  my  felf  defiitute,  comfort lej>,  and 
without  any  fupport ,  in  the  middle  of  this  great  City,  which 
I  hear  call’d  Paris. 

’tis  true ,  Heaven  hath  not  cjuiteforfaken  me ;  the  Word 
Pekin,  the  only  Word  by  which  I  could  make  known  my 
Country,  brought  me  out  of  Mifery.  Some  Ladies  at  the 
hearing  of  this  Word,  were  mov’d  with  Companion,  took 
me  into  their  Houfe,  and  have  ever  fnce  treated  me 
with  fo  much  Charity,  that  l  do  not  know  if  I  ought  to 
complain  of  Fate,  that  hath  conduced  me  into  fo  good 
Hands. 

She  had,  indeed,  fome  caufe  to  be  well  pleas’d  with 
her  Lot,  much  better  in  effeft,than  fhe  could  reafona- 
•bly  expert.  They  treated  her  as  a  Maid  of  fome  noble 
Family;  nay,  it  was  an  hundred  pound  to  a  penny 
but  they  had  given  her  the  quality  of  Princefs  Coron- 
ne,  a  Name  much  better  known  in  France  than  China, 
where  this  is  yet  unknown.  They  told  me  moreover, 
that  divers  Perfons  were  impatient  to  do  her  a  kind- 
nefs,  and  that  Monfieur  N.  one  of  our  moft  famous 
Writers,  had  already  compos’d  three  extraordinary 
eloquent  Letters  in  her  Name;  one  for  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  another  for  Prince  Coronne,  and  the  third  for 
f)me  other  Prince  of  her  Family.  He  hath,  without 
doubt,  what  he  deferv’d  from  the  Perfons  that  in- 
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gaged  him  in  it ;  yet  I  do  not  believe  that  China  will 

ever  thank  him  for  it. 

For  my  part,  My  Lord ,  I  do  confefs  that  the  bare 
recital  of  this  Adventure  appear'd  to  me  fomewhat 
fabulous,  and  carries  with  it  an  Air  Romantick  e- 
nough  to  undeceive  thofe,  whom  an  excefs  of  Cha¬ 
rity  had  not  quite  blinded.  Prince  Corotme  is  a  Chi¬ 
mera,  that  hath  not  the  lead  appearance  of  Truth 
in  it.  The  Birth  of  a  Maid  in  a  Palace  where  there 
is  none  but  Eunuchs,  is  dill  more  hard  to  be  belie¬ 
ved.  The  II, Handers  are  not  at  War  with  tht  Cbinefe, 
and  it  is  not  their  bed  way  to  fall  out  with  them, 
by  allaulting  their  Ships. 

The  Chineje  Dames,  that  fcarce  ever  dir  out  of 
their  Houfes,  do  not  care  for  undertaking  long 
Voyages  at  Sea  :  And  the  Match  they  were  going 
to  manage  is  no  more  likely  than  that  a  Princefs  of 
Fra?>ce  Ihould  embark  at  Brefi,  to  fail  into  the  Indies 
to  efpoufe  fome  Mandarin  of  Siam. 

Befides,  We  know  all  the  Velfels  that  we  have  ta¬ 
ken  from,  the  Hollanders,  as  well  as  thofe  that  are  arri¬ 
ved  in  France  from  the  Indies:  We  know  the  Captains 
of  them,  we  know  their  Prizes,  their  Engagements, 
their  Adventures,  and  yet  we  hear  not  one  Word  of 
what  our  Cbinefe  relates.  Now  if  die  be  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  be  found  in  the  Streets  of  Paris  miferable, forlorn, 
and  unknown,  . Ihe  ought  not  fo  much  to  lay  the  fault 
upon  our  French  People,  as  upon  her  ill  Fortune  that 
took  no  care  to  place  her  better  in  this  World. 

.  But  to  convince  all  thofe  who  were  prefenf  at  our 
Interview,  I  put  divers  Quedions  to  her  about  the 
principal  Cities  in  China ;  I  examin’d  her  concern¬ 
ing  the  Money,  their  Writing,  the  Chara&ers  and 
Language  of  the  Country.  She  told  me  ihe  had  of¬ 
ten  travell’d  from  Pekin  to  Nankim  in  lefs  than  three 
Days,  notwithdanding  it  is  above  three  hundred 
Leagues  from  one  to  another ;  that  .they  us’d  Gold 
Money, 
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Money,  altho’  Gold  is  no  where  currant  thro*  all  the 
Empire,  but  as  precious  Stones  are  in  Europe;  that  the 
Silver  Coin  was  ftampt  as  ours  is,  round,  flat,  bearing 
the  Emperor’s  Arras,  with 'divers  Figures  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  Eaftern  Nations,  notwithftanding  the 
Silver  hath  no  regular  Figure,  they  call  it  into  Ingots, 
they  reduce  it  to  what  form  they  pleafe  without 
Arms,  Order,  or  Ornament,  they  clip  it  into  great 
Pieces,  as  occafion  ferves ;  and  it  is  only  by  Weight, 
not  by  the  Emperor’s  Mark  that  they  know  its  Value. 

I  writ  down  fome  Chinefe  Characters ;  for  foe  had 
boafted  that  ihe  could  read,  a  Perfon  of  her  Quality 
durft  not  fay  the  contrary ;  but  the  Misfortune  was, 
fhe  miftook  her  felf,  and  took  the  Paper  at  the  wrong 
end,  boldly  reading  the  Letters,  turn’d  upfide  down, 
as  if  they  had  been  right :  upon  the  whole, that  which 
Ihe  pronounc’d  had  no  manner  of  relation  to  the  ge- 
nuirie  Senfe  of  the  Writing.  At  laft  I  fpoke  Chinefe 
toher,  and  for  fear  left  ihe  might  avoid  the  difficul¬ 
ty,  I  acquainted  her  that  I  fpake  the  Mandarin  Lan¬ 
guage,  fo  currant  throughout  the  Empire,which  they 
conftantly  ufe  at  the  Court.  She  was  fo  impudent 
as  to  frame  ex  tempore,  a  wild  ridiculous  Gibberiih, 
but  fo  little  underftood,  that  it  was  evident  ihe  had 
not  time  enough  to  make  it  hang  well  together  j  fo 
that  not  being  able  to  underftand  what  I  faid  to  her, 
I  ihould  have  been  fore  put  to  it  to  explain  what  ihe 
meant,  if  indeed  ihe  did  mean  any  thing. 

After  this  Trial  and  Examination,  ihe  mightbluih 
for  ihame,  and  ingenioufly  confefs  the  Impofture  3 
but  ihe  ftill  keeps  up  her  Converfation  without  be- 
ing  concern’d,  and  with  fuch  an  Air  of  Confidence, 
that  would  make  any  one  judge  that  this  China  Ro¬ 
mance  was  not  the  firft  Story  ihe  had  made. 

I  thought.  My  Lord,  that  you  would  be  very  glad 
to  be  acquainted  with  this ;  befides  that  it  may  af¬ 
ford  you  fome  pleafure,  it  will  alfo  ferve  to  let  you 
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underftand,  that  the  Mind,  Countenance,  and  Beha¬ 
viour  of  the  Chinefe  Women,  have  no  Affinity  with 
thofe  of  the  Europeans’,  a nd  that  a  French  Woman  muft 
needs  be  brazen-fac’d,  when  under  the  borrow’d 
name  of a  Chinefe ,  /he  pretends  to  impofe  upon  Perfons 
who  have,  as  long  as  I  have  done,  feenboth  Nations. 

After  this  little  Digreffion,  you  may  be  willing  I 
ffi.ould  take  up  my  former  Difcourfe  again.  The  Mens 
Habits,  as  every  where  elfe,  are  there  much  different 
from  the  Womens  j  the)'  /have  their  Heads  all  over, 
except  behind,  where  they  let  as  much  Hair  grow  as 
is  needful  to  make  a  long  Trefs.  They  do  not  ufe  a 
Hat  as  we  do,  but  wear  continually  a  Bonnet  or  a 
Cap,  which  Civility  forbids  putting  off. 

This  Bonnet  differs  according  to  the  different  Sea- 
fons  of  the  year:  That  which  they  ufe  in  Summer  is 
in  form  of  a  Cone,  that  is  to  fay,  round  and  wide 
below,  but  /hort,  and  ftrait  above,  where  it  termi¬ 
nates  in  a  meer  Point.  It  is  lin’d  within  with  a  pretty 
Sattin,  and  the  top  cover’d  with  a  very  fine  Mat,  ve¬ 
ry  muchefteem’d  in  the  Country.  Befides  that,  they 
add  thereto  a  great  flake  of  red  Silk,  that  falls  round 
about,  and  reaches  to  the  Edges ;  fo  that  when  they 
walk,  this  Silk  flows  irregularly  on  all  fides,  and  the 
continual  Motion  of  the  Head  gives  it  a  particular 
ple.’.fing  Grace. 

Sometimes  in  lieu  of  Silk  they  wear  a  fort  of  long 
Hair,  of  a  vivid  /hining  red,  which  Rain  does  not 
deface,  and  is  more  elpecially  in  ufe  amongft  Men 
when  they  ride.  This  Hair  comes  from  the 
Province  of  Sucbven,  and  grows  upon  the  Legs  of 
certain  Cows ;  its  natural  Colour  is  white,  but  they 
git  e  it  a  tin&ure,  that  makes  it  dearer  than  the  fineft 
Silk.  In  Winter  they  wear  a  Plu/h  Cap,  border’d 
with  a  Sable  Fox-skin ;  the  reft  is  of  a  curious  Sattin, 
b  ad:  or  purple,  cover’d  with  a  great  flake  of  red  Silk, 
li;;e  the  Summer  Cap.  There  is  nothing  more  hand- 
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fomethan  thefe  Caps.  Which  are  fold  fometimes  for 
eight  or  ten  Crowns ;  but  they  are  fo  lhallow,  that 
they  always  difeover  the  Ears,  which  is  mighty  in¬ 
convenient  in  the  Sun,  or  upon  a  Journey.  When 
the  Mandarins  are  in  their  Formalities,  the  upper  part 
of  the  Bonnet  hath  a  Diamond  in  the,  Crefl,  or  fome 
other  precious  Stone  ill  cut,  yet  inchas’d  in  a  Button 
of  very  curious  wrought  Gold :  The  others  have  a 
huge  Tuft,  or  Button  of  Stuff,  Agate,  Cryftal,  or 
fome  other  Matter. 

Their  Habit  is  long  and  convenient  enough  for 
Students,  but  cumberfome  for  Men  on  Horfeback  : 
It  confifts  of  a  Veft  that  reaches  to  the  Ground,  the 
Skirts  or  Sides  of  which  are  folded  before,  one  over 
the  other, in  fuch  a  manner  that  the'  uppermoft  is  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  left  fide,  where  they  fallen  it  all  along 
with  four  or  five  Gold  or  Silver  Buttons.  The  Sleeves, 
that  are  wide  towards  the  Shoulder,  grow  ftraiter  and 
ftraiter  to  the  Wrift,  like  the  Sleeves  of  aPrieft’s  Albe, 
but  they  do  in  a  manner  cover  the  whole  Hand,and 
leave  nothing  to  be  feen  but  the  Fingers  ends :  They 
keep  the  Veit  clofe  with  a  broad  filken  Salh,  whole 
two  ends  hang  down  to  the  Knees.  Th ^Tartars  Hick 
an  Handkerchief  to  it  on  both  Tides,  with  a  Sheath  for 
aKnife  and  Fork,  and  Tooth-pick,  a  Purfe,  and  other 
pretty  Implements.  In  Summer  their  Neck  is  all  bare, 
which  looks  very  ill  $  in  Winter  they  cover  it  with  a 
Collar  of  Sattin  faften’d  to  the  Veil,  or  with  a  Tip¬ 
pet  of  Sable  or  Fox-skin,  about  3  or  4  Fingers  broad, 
which  is  falten’d  before  with  a  Button,  which  is  ve¬ 
ry  decent,  and  becomes  Horfemen  wonderfully. 

Befides  the  Veil  they  put  on  a  kind  of  Surtout  with 
ihort  wide  lleeves  like  thof&of  your  Barrillers  Gowns; 
the  Students  wear  them  very  long  5  the  Gentlemen, 
and  efpecially  the  Tartars ,  will  have  them  fliort ;  and 
thofe  they  ufe  reach- no  farther  than  their  Pocket- 
holes:  As  for  their  under  Garment  they  ufe  in  Sum- 
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mer  only  a  fingle  pair  of  Drawers  of  white  Taffaty ; 
under  a  very  broad  and  fhort  Shirt  of  the  fame  Stuff; 
but  in  Winter  the  Shirt  is  of  Lumen,  and  under  it 
they  have  Breeches  of  courfe  Sattin  quilted  with 
Cotton,  or  raw  Silk,  which  is  warmer. 

All  this  is  natural  enough ;  but  perhaps,  My  Lori, 
you  wiil  be  furpris’d  to  hear  that  the  Chinefe  are  al¬ 
ways  booted ;  and  when  any  one  renders  them  a  Vi- 
fic,  if  they  chance  not  to  have  their  Boots  on,  they 
make  them  wait  till  they  go  fetch  them. 

We  Hand  in  need  of  diis  Example  to  authorize  our 
ancient  Cuftom ;  but  we  carry’d  on  the  Mode  far¬ 
ther  than  they,  for  in  our  Memory  the  French  were 
not  fatisfy’d  with  walking  booted  along  the  Streets, 
but  arm’d  them  with  huge  jingling  Spurs,  that  no¬ 
thing  might  be  wanting  to  the  Ornaments  of  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  on  Horfeback ;  blit  we  are  recover’d  as  to 
this  Point,  and  feveral  others ;  but  the  Chinefe  in  all 
probability,  that  dote  upon  Antiquity,  will  not  be 
cur’d  of  it  in  hade;  it  is  indeed,  in  refpect  of  them, 
an  extravagant  piece  of  Foppery,  not  to  dare  to  go 
into  the  City  without  their  Boots,  becaufe  they  are 
always  carry’d  in  a  Sedan. 

This  Mode  would  be  dill  the  more  pardonable  in 
Winter  ;  for  their  Boots  being  of  Silk,  and  their 
Boot-hole  of  a  pink’d  Stuff,  lin’d  with  Cottons  a 
good  Inch  thick,  the  Leg  is  thereby  well  defended 
againd  the  Cold  :  But  in  Summer,  where  the  Heat 
is  exceffive,  no  body  living  befides  the  Chinefe,  to 
Teep  up  an  Air  of  Gravity,  would  endure  to  be  at 
'that  rate  in  a  kind  of  a  Stove  from  Morning  to  E- 
voning :  And  what  is  more  drange,  your  People 
1  that  work  fcarce  ever  ufe  them,  either  by  reafon  of 
the  inconvenience,  or  to  fave  charges. 

The  form  of  thefe  Boots  is  fomewhat  different 
from  ours,  for  they  have  neither  Heel  nor  Top ; 
when  they  ride  any  long  Journey,  they  are  made  of 
firm 
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lirm  old  Leather,  of  thick,  black,  pink’d  Cotton  ;but 
in  the  City  they  ufually  wear  them  of  Sattin,  with 
a  courfe  Border  of  Plufh  or  Velvet  upon  the  Knee. 
The  People  in  publick,  and  Perfons  of  Quality 
within  Doors,  are  inftead  of  Shooes,  Ihod  with  Pat- 
tins  of  black  Linnen,  orforne  very  pretty  Silk,  very 
convenient ;  they  flick  clofe  to  the  Foot  of  them- 
felves,  by  a  Border  that  covers  the  Heel,  without 
needing  to  tie  them  before. 

They  have  not  introduc’d  the  ufe  of  the  Muff  and 
Gloves  into  China ;  but  the  Sleeves  of  the  Veil  being 
jrery  long,  they  draw  up  their  Hands  into  them  when 
it  is  cold,  to  keep  ’em  warm.  I  know  not  if  I  may 
make  bold.  My  Lord,  to  add  another  Cuftom,  which 
is  very  ancient  among  the  Chinefe,  and  by  no  means 
fuitable  to  the  French  Politenefs ;  their  Dodors,  and 
other  learned  Men,  let  their  Nails  grow  exceffively, 
infomuch  that  in  fome  they  are  little  Ihorter  than  their 
[Fingers ;  it  obtains  amongft  them  not  only  for  an 
[Ornament,  but  a  Diftindion,  by  which  it  may  be 
known,  that  by  their  Condition  they  are  feparated 
from  Mechanick  Arts,  and  are  wholly  addided  to 
Sciences.  In  fhort,  lince  they  affed  a  ftarch’d  Gra¬ 
vity  in  all  their  ways,  which  conciliates  Refped,  they 
imagine  with  themfelves,  that  a  long  Beard  might 
contribute  thereto,  fo  they  fuffer  it  to  grow  ,•  now 
if  they  have  net  much,  it  is  not  for  want  of  cul¬ 
tivating  :  But  Nature  in  this  point  has  been  very 
niggardly ;  there  is  not  a  Man  of  them  that  does 
not  envy  the  Europeans,  whom  they  look  upon  in  this 
refped  as  the  greateft  Men  in  the  World. 

Here  you  have,  my  Lord,  a  particular  defeription, 
that  may  in  fome  meafure  acquaint  you  with  the 
Deportment  and  Afped  of  the  Chinefe  5  I  do  not 
dink,  fays  a  Spaniard  to  me  one  day,  that  they  ought  to 
be  offended  at  it  in  France ;  In  all  likelyhood  thofe  Modes 
formerly  reign  d  amongft  you  $  for  tell  me,  is  there  any  one 
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of  them  that  hath  efcaf  d  the  fertile  Invention  of  th 
French  ;  in  fourteen  hundred  Years ,  which  is  as  long  a. 
the  M’marchy  hath  continu'd,  there  have  been  above  Few 
teen  hundred  Modes.  So  that  perhaps  there  is  not  that  Ha 
bitin  the  World,  that  fliouldfeem  f  range  to  you ;  and  el 
that  we  can  fay ,  when  any  Mode  that  is  prefented  to  you, 
dijpleajes  you,  is,  that  it  is  out  of  fafli  ion. 

'Tis  true,  the  Chinefe  are  not  fo  fickle  as  we,  but 
they  have  carry’d  on  things  to  another  Extremity  j 
for  rather  than  forfake  their  ancient  Habit,  they  re¬ 
new’d  a  cruel  War  againft  the  tartars',  I,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  them  chofe  rather  to  lofe  their  Heads 
than  their  Hair:  But  of  all  the  Exceffes  in  point  of 
Mode,  none  is  more  phantaftical  than  this ;  for  how 
ridiculous  foever  the  Chinefe  may  fear  to  look,  after 
they  have  parted  with  an  Head  of  Hair,  yet  they 
might  be  convinc’d  that  a  Man  whofe  Head  is  lop’d 
off,  is  worfe  disfigur’d.  However,  we  muft  grant 
that  the  Conftancy  of  this  People  is  admirable,  for 
when  the  Tartars  attack’d  them,  they  had  kept  their 
Habit  for  above  2000  Years,  which  can  be  aferib’d 
to  nothing  but  the  good  Order  obferv’d  in  the  Em¬ 
pire,  the  Government  of  which  hath  always  been  u- 
niform,  where  the  Laws  have  been  exadly  obferv’d 
in  the  leaft  Pun&ilio’s. 

But  as  I  am  perf waded  thefe  ways  would  not  pleafe 
all  our  French  People;  fo  the  Modes,  of  which  we  are 
fo  fond,  do  not  appear  fo  handfome  to  the  Chinefe  as 
we  imagin ;  but  above  all,  the  Periwig  does  ftrange- 
!y  run  in  their  Mind ;  and  they  look  upon  us  as  a 
fort  of  People,  who  for  want  of  a  Beard,  would  get 
an  artificial  one  clapt  to  the  Chin,  that  fhould  reach 
to  the  Knees.  This  Phantaftical  Head-drefs,  fay 
they,  and  that  prodigious'heap  of  curl’d  Hair,  are 
propei’  upon  the  Stage  for  a  Man  that  would  repre- 
-fent  the  Devil ;  But  has  on  the  lhape  of  a  Man  when 
he  is  thus  difguis’d  ?  Thus  the  Chinefe  Politenefs 
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will  go  near  upon  this  Article  alone  to  arraign  us  of 
Barbarity. 

.  They  have  likewife  much  ado  to  be  perfwaded,that 
long  Shanks  difcovered,  with  a  Stocken  drawn  ftrait, 
and  narrow  Breeches,  look  handfome,  becaufe  they 
are  accuftomed  to  an  Air  of  Gravity  that  gives  them 
other  Conceptions.  They  would  fooner  be  reconciled 
with  the  Figure  of  a  Magiftrate  fhaven,  without  a  Pe¬ 
riwig,  who  fhould  in  his  Lawyers  Gown  go  booted, 
than  with  all  that  Gayety  of  Attire  that  makes  our 
Cavaliers  have  a  fine  Shape,  and  eafie  and  fine  Gate, 
? quick  and  difingaged  Carriage;  which  will  by  no 
means  go  down  with  them.  This  ridiculoufnefs 
pleafes,  and  one  is  oftentimes  offended  at  real  Pret- 
tinefs,  according  as  Prejudice  or  Cuftom  have  diffe¬ 
rently  changed  the  Imagination;  there  is  notwith¬ 
standing  in  all  thefe  Modes  fome  other  intrinfick  real 
Beauty,  which  naked  Simplicity,  which  Nature  in 
her  Innocence,  and  exempt  from  Paffion,  have  in- 
fpired  into  Men,  for  tire  Neceffity  and  Conveniency 
of  Life. 

Altho’  Perfons  of  Quality  obferve  exactly  all  the 
Formalities  and  Decencies  fuitable  to  their  State,  and 
never  appeared  uncovered  in  Publick,  how  great  foe- 
ver  the  heat  be,yet  in  private, and  among  their  Friends 
they  affumea  freedom  even  to  a  fault;  they  ever  arid 
anon  quit  their  Bonnet,  Surtout,  Veil  and  Shirt,  re- 
ferving  nothing  but  a  fingle  pair  of  Drawers  of  white 
Taffaty,  or  Tranfparent  Linnen;  which  is  the  more 
furprifing,  becaufe  they  condemn  all  Nakednefs  in 
Pictures,  and  are  even  offended  that  our  Engravers 
reprefent  Men  with  their  Arms,  Thighs  and  Shoulders 
uncovered ;  they  feem  to  be  in  the  right,  for  being 
dii'pleafed  at  the  unchriftian  Licence  of  our  Workmen; 
but  yet  are  they  ridiculous  to  blame  that  upon  a  piece 
of  Linnen  or  Paper,  which  they  praftife  themfelves 
with  fo  much  liberty  and  undecency  in  their  own 
proper  Perfons,  As 
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As  for  the  Vulgar,  tliey  tranfgrefs  in  that  refpef 
all  the  Bounds  of  Modedy,  efpecially  in  the  Southen 
Provinces,  where  Watermen,  and  certain  other  Han 
dicrafcs-men,  are  impudent  to  the  highed  degree;  am 
in  truth  the  mod  barbarous  Indians,  notwithdandin; 
the  Climate  feems  to  excufe  them,  appeared  to  mi 
in  this  refpect  lefs  Barbarous  than  the  Chinefc ;  almof 
all  the  Artificers  and  inferior  Tradefmen  go  along  tk 
Streets  with  fingle  Drawers,  without  Cap,  Stocking 
or  Shirr, which  makes  them  much  tann’d,and  fwarthy 
In  the  Northern  Provinces  they  are  a  little  more  re- 
ferved ;  and  the  Cold,  in  fpight  of  their  Teeth, make 
them  moded,  and  keep  within  bounds. 

After  having  defcribed  to  you  the  Modes  of  China, 
perhaps  you  may  be  defirous.  My  Lord ,  that  I  fhould 
fpeak  of  their  Stuffs.  What  I  have  obferved  of  them  in 
general  is  this,  Their  Silk,  without  quedion,  is  the  fi¬ 
ned  in  the  World ;  they  make  of  it  in  many  Provinces, 
but  the  bed  and  faired  is  to  be  found  in  that  of  Ckh- 
am,  becaufe  the  Soil  is  very  proper  for  Midberry  I'm, 
and  becaufe  the  Air  is  endued  with  a  degree  of  Hear 
and  moidure,  more  conformable  to  the  Worms  that 
make  it.  Every  body  deals  in  it,  and  the  Traflfick  of 
it  isfo  very  great,  that  this  Province  alone  is  able  to 
fupply  all  China,  and  the  greated  part  of  Europe. 

Yet  the  fined  and  faired  Silks  are  wrought  in  tlit 
Province  of  Nankim,  the  Rendezvouz  of  almod  all  the 
good  Workmen.  It  is  there  that  the  Emperor  furnil 
eth  himfelf  with  the  Silks  fpent  in  the  Palace,  and 
.  with  thofe  he  prefents  the  Lords  of  the  Court ;  the 
Silks  of  Qtixmtum  notwithdanding,  are  valued  a> 

-  bove  all  amongd  Strangers ;  and  the  Silks  of  this 
Province  are  alio  more  faleable,  and  go  off  better 
than  thofe  of  all  the  other  Provinces  of  China. 

Altho'  aii  thefe  Silks  have  fome  refemblance  to 
olrrs,  yet  the  Workmanlhip  hath  fomething  in  it  that 
makes  a  difference.  I  have  there  feen  Plufh,  Velvet, 
Tiife 
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Tiffue  of  Gold,  Sattin,  TafFaty,  Crapes,  and  feveral 
others,  of  which  I  do  not  fo  much  as  know  the  name 
in  France ;  that  which  is  the'  moll  currant  amongft 
them  is  called  Toaanze ;  it  is  a  fort  of  Sattin,  Wronger, 
but  not  fo  gloify  as  ours,  fometimes  finooth,  and 
fometimes  diftinguifhed  by  Flowers,  Birds,  Trees, 
Houfes,  and  lhady  Groves. 

Thefe  Figures  are  not  railed  upon  the  GrouncPby 
a  mixture  ofraw  Silk,  as  our  Workmen  areufed  to  do 
in  Europe,  which  makes  our  Work  not  fo  durable;  all 
the  Silk  in  thefe  is  twifted,  and  the  Flowers  are  diftin¬ 
guilhed  only  by  the  difference  of  Colours,  and  fha- 
dowing,  when  they  mix  Gold  or  Silver  with  it,  it 
does  much  refemble  our  Brocado,  or  flower’d  Silk, 
but  their  Gold  and  Silver  is  wrought  after  a  manner 
particular  to  them  alone  ;  for  whereas  in  Europe  we 
draw  the  Gold  as  fine  as  poftibly  it  can  be  twifted 
with  the  thread,  the  Cbinefes  to  fave  the  matter,  or 
becaufe  they  did  not  bethink  themfelves  of  this  Trick, 
fatisfie  themfelves  to  gild  or  filver  over  a  long  Leaf 
of  Paper ,  which  they  afterward  cut  into  little 
Scrowls,  wherein  they  wrap  the  Silk. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  Cunning  therein ;  but  this 
gilding  will  not  laft  long,  Water,  or  even  Moiftnefs  it 
lelf,  will  farnilh  the  Splendor  of  it  quickly  :  yet  for 
all  that,  when  the  pieces  come  out  of  the  Work¬ 
man’s  hands,  they  are  very  fine,  and  one  would  take 
them  for  valuable  pieces.  Sometimes  they  are  con¬ 
tented  only  to  put  into  the  pieces  thefe  little  Scrowls 
of  gilded  Paper,  without  rolling  them  upon  the 
Thread, and  then  the  Figures,  altho’ pretty  and  finely 
turn'd,  do  not  laft  fo  long  by  far ;  and  the  Silk  thus 
flowered  is  at  a  lower  rate, 

Amongft  the  different  Figures  they  reprefent,  the 
Dragon  is  the  moft  ordinary :  There  be  two  forts  of  j 
them ;  one,  to  which  they  make  five  Claws,  called  ' 
Lom, is  only  ufed  upon  the  Stuffs  defigned  for  the  Em¬ 
peror  : 
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peror :  This  is  his  Arms,,  which  Tobi,  Founder  of  the 
Empire,  firft  took  for  himfelf  and  Succeffors  above 
Four  thoufand  years  ago.  The  fecond  fort  of  Dragons 
hath  but  four  Claws,  and  is  named  Mam.  The  Em¬ 
peror  Vouvam,  who  reigned  Two  thoufand  eight 
hundred  thirty  two  years  ago,  ordained  that  every 
body  might  bear  the  fame;  and  fince  that  time,  the 
ufifof  it  is  grown  common. 

They  make  ufe  of  another  kind  of  Stuff  in  Sum¬ 
mer,  which  the  Cbinefe  ca\\  Cha\  it  is  not  fo  clofe,nor 
hath  fo  good  a  glofs  as  our  Taffaty,  but  much  more 
fubfiantial ;  altho’  feveral  People  delire  to  have  it 
fmooth  and  even,  yet  moft  wear  it  powdered  with 
great  Flowers  pierced  through,  and  cut  like  your 
EngliJI)  Lace ;  and  many  times  thefe  piercings  are  fo 
numerous,  that  one  can  fcarcedifcern  the  body  of  the 
Silk.  The  Summer  Garments  are  extraordinary  con¬ 
venient,  and  wonderful  neat,  fo  that  all  the  Perfons 
of  Quality  ufe  them :  Befides  the  Taffaty  is  not  dear; 
a  whole  piece,  enough  to  make  a  long  Veft  and  Sur- 
tout,  will  not  amount  to  above  two  Guinea’s. 

The  third  is  a  particular  fort  of  Taffaty,  that  ferves 
for  Drawers,  Shirts,  Linings,  they  call  it  Tcheouzt ; 
it  is  clofe,  and  withal  fo  pliant,  that  fold,  double 
it,  and  fqueeze  it  with  your  hand,  as  long  as  you 
pleafe  you  can  fcarce  ever  rumple  it.  It  is  fold  by 
weight,  and  is  fo  ferviceable,  that  they  wafh  it  as  they 
do  Linnen,  without  lofing  much  of  its  former  Luftre. 

Befides  the  ordinary  Silk  of  which  I  but  now  fpoke, 
which  we  know  in  Europe,  G&i»<*hath  of  another  fort, 
which  you  meet  with  in  the  Province  of  Quantum. 
The  Worms  from  which  they  take  it  are  wild, they  go 
to  feek  for  them  in  the  Woods ;  and  I  am  not  fure, 
whether  or  no  they  breed  of  them  in  Houfes.  Thh 
Silk  is  of  a  grey  Colour,  void  of  any  glofs,  fo  thai 
thofe  who  are  not  well  acquainted  with  it,  take  the 
Stuffs  that  are  made  of  it  for  red  Linnen,  or  for  on< 
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of  the  courfeft  Druggets ;  yet  for  all  that  they  infi¬ 
nitely  value  it,  and  it  coffs  more  than  Sattin  ;  they 
call  'em  Kkn  Tcheou ;  they  will  endure  a  long  time ; 
tho’  ftrong  and  clofe,  yet  do  they  not  fret :  they  wa'fii 
them  as  they  do  Linnen  ;  and  the  Chinefe  allure  us, 
that  Spots  cannot  fpoil  them,  and  that  they  do  not 
fo  much  as  take  Oil  it  felf. 

Wooll  is  very  common,  and  withal  very  cheap,  ef- 
pecially  in  the  Provinces  of  Xenfi  and  Xanfi,  and  Such- 
«,  where  they  feed  abundance  of  Flocks,  yet  do 
not  the  Chinefe  make  Cloath.  That  of  Europe,  where¬ 
with  the  Englijh  furnilh  them,  is  highly  efteem’d,  but 
by  reafon  they  fell  it  much  dearer  than  the  fineft 
Silks,  they  buy  but  little  of  it.  The  Mandarins  make 
themfelves  ftudying  Gowns  for  the  Winter  of  a  kind 
of  courfe  Rufiet,  for  want  of  better  Cloth.  .  As  for 
Druggets,  Serges,  and  Tammies,  we  fcarce  meet 
with  better  than  theirs  ;  the  Bonus  Wives  do  com- 
.  monly  work  them,  becaufe  the  Bonzes  make  ufe  of 
them  themfelves ;  and  there  is  a  great  Trade  driven 
of  them  every  where  in  the  Empire. 

Befides  Cotton  Linnen,  that  is  very  common, they 
ufealfo  for  the  Summer  nettle  Linnen  for  long  Veils  j 
but  the  Linnen  which  is  the  molt  valu’d,  and  is  to  be 
found  no  where  elfe,  is  call’d  Copou ;  becaufe  it  is 
made  of  a  Plant  that  the  People  ox  the  Country  call 
Co,  found  in  the  Province  of  Fokkn. 

It  is  a  kind  of  creeping  Shrub,  whofe  Leaves  are 
much  bigger  than  Ivy-leaves  j  they  are-round, fmooth, 
green  within,  whitilh,  and  cottony  or  downy  on  the 
outfide ;  they  let  them  grow  and  fpread  along  the 
fields.  There  befpmeof  them  as  thick  as  your  finger, 
which  is  pliable,  and  cottony  as  its  Leaves  are.  When 
it  begins  to  dry,  they  make  the  Sheaves  of  it  to  rot  in 
Water, as  they  do  Flax  and  Flemp  ;  they  always  peel 
off  the  firft  Skin,  which  the)'  throw  away ;  but  of  the 
fecond,  which  is  much  more  fine  and  delicate,  they 
L  divide 
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divide  it  by  the  hand  into  verv  \lei:-c!ei-  and  very  fmall 
Filaments,  without  beat  ng  or  fipinning  it,  they  make 
that  Linnen  of  which  I  fpakc;  it  is  tranfparent,  pret¬ 
ty  fine,  but  fo  cool  and  light,  that  one  would  think 
he  had  nothing  on  his  Back. 

_  All  Perions  cf  Quality  make  long  Veils  of  it  du¬ 
ring  the  exceffive  Heat,  with  a  Surtout  of  C/w.In  the 
Spring  and  Autumn  they  put  on  Kkn-tchou,  and  Ten- 
anze  in  Winter,  that  is  to  lay,  courfeSattin  or  flower¬ 
ed  Silk.  Grave  Perfons  defire  to  have  it  plain,  others 
wear  it  flower’d ;  but  no  body  except  the  Mandarins 
in  the  Affemblies,  or  upon  certain  folemn  Vifits,  life 
Silk  flower’d  with  Gold  or  Silver.  The  Vulgar,  that 
ufually  habit  themfelves  incouife  Linnen  dy'd  blue, 
or  black,  quilt  it  with- Cotton,  or  line  it  with  Sheep¬ 
skin  during  the  cold  Weather :  But  great  Perfons  line 
their  Veils  and  Surtouts  with  the  noble  Skins  of  Sa¬ 
ble  or  Ertnyn,  Fox  or  Lamb :  They  ufe  alfo  for  the 
fame  purpofe  Plulh  and  Petit-gr/s. 

Becaufe  Ermyn  is  very  rare  in  China,  they  content 
themfelves  only  to  border  their  Veils  and  extremity' 
...  .  of  their  Sleeves  with  it ;  that 
ieyca  1  vTich  I  have  fecn  did  not  appear 

to  me  to  be  of  a  fair  white. 

Sable  is  pretty  well  known  in  France ,  but  much  lefs 
common  there  than  inC5/w<i,where  all  the  coniiderable 
Mandarins  wear  it :  One  Skin  only  of  a  Foot  long, 
,T,  ,  and  between  4 and  6  inches  broad, 

..yea  it  ,acc,:n.  (for the* Animal isbut fmall) will 
fometimescofl  10  Crowns:  But  when  one  choofeth 
lome  of  the  find!  for  a  compleat  Flabit,  the  whole  Li¬ 
ning  of  a  Veil  will  cofi  between  y  and  6000  Livres; 
yet  one  may  have  a  pretty  handfom  one  for  2oopiftols. 

Fox-skins  are  likewife  much  us’d,  thofe  who  would 
be  magnificent  take  nothing  but  the  Belly  of  this  A- 
nimal,  where  the  Flair  is  long,  fine,  and  fofteft ;  and 
of  a  great  number  of  fmall  pieces  patch’d  together, 
they 
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they  compofe  an  entire  Lining,  which  for  die  Veit 
and  Surtout  conies  to  a  matter  of  five  or  fix  hundred  . 
Livres. 

There  are  alfo  feveral  other  forts  of  Furs  that  Tar¬ 
tar]  perhaps  fupplies  ’em  withal,  which  th q  Mandarins 
make  ufe  of  to  fit  upon  the  Ground,  efpecialiy  at  the 
Palace  when  they  wait,  and  expert  the  time  of  their 
Audience.  They  put  fome  of  them  alfo  under  the 
Quilt,  not  only  to  heat  the  Bed,  but  alfo  to  take  a-* 
way  its  danipnefs.  Befides,  there  is 
another  *  Fur  of  a  particular  Sfechs,  *  Ta  dm. 
that  is  perfectly  handfom  and  fine,  the 
Hair  of  it  is  long,  fcft,  very  thick  fet ;  it  is  of  a  pretty 
whitifhgrey  mixt  with  black,  flrip’d  with  black  and 
yellow  Lifts  as  thofe  of  Tigers ;  they  make  great 
Winter-Gowns  of  them  to  wear  in  the  City,  putting 
the  Fur  on  the  out-fide,  fo  that  when  the  Mandarins 
are  thick  and  fhort,  (which  is  very  common  with 
them)  befides  two  Furs  underneath  for  the  Veil  and 
Surtout ;  when,  I  lay,  they  have  put  on  their  Back  . 
one  of  thefe  furr’d  Gowns  with  long  Flair,,  they 
differ  but  little  from  Bears,  or  from  the  Animal  of 
whom  they  borrow’d  the  Skin ;  altho’  in  this  Con¬ 
dition  they  think  themfelves  to  be  very  gentile,  and 
to  make  a  graceful  Figure. 

Of  all  the  Furrings,  the  moft  com¬ 
mon  are  Lambskins  *.  They  are  white,  *  Yam  pi. 
downy,  and  very  warm,  butburthen- 
fome,  and  at  firft  of  a  ftrong  fmell,  in  a  manner  like 
thofe  greazy  Gloves  that  fmell  of  Oil :  I  wonder 
they  bring  not  up  the  Mode  in  France ;  thofe  who 
delight  in  flender  fine  Shapes,  would  not  fubrnit  to 
it,  yet  othervvife  there  is  nothing,  more  gentle,  nor 
more  convenient  for  Winter. 

Upon  the  whole,  if  great  caution  be  not  us’d,  all 
thefeFurs  are  eafily  fpoil’d, efpecialiy  in  hot  and  moift 
Countries,  Worms  breed  in  them,  and  the  Hair  falls 
La  of 
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off:  To  prevent  them,  the  Cbinefe ,  fo  foon  as  ever 
the  Summer  approaches,  expofe  them  to  the  Air  for 
fome  days,  when' it  is  fair  and  dry  Weather  ;  then 
they  beat  them  with  Sticks,  or /hake  them  often,  to 
get  out  the  Dull ;  and  when  they  have  enclos’d  them 
in  huge  earthen  Pots, into  which  they  throw  Corns  of 
pepper, and  other  bitter  drugs, they  flop  it  up  very  clofe, 
and  there  let  them  lie  till  the  beginning  of  Winter. 

Befides  their  ufual  Garments,  there  are  yet.  two 
forts  that  deferve  to  be  known  :  They  put  on  one  to 
defend  them  from  the  Rain ;  for  the  Chmefe,  who  de¬ 
light  in  Travelling,  fpare  for  no  colt  to  travel  com- 
modioufly;  they  are  made  of  a  courfe  TafFety,  crult- 
edover  with  a  condens’d  Oil, which  is  in  lieu  of  Wax, 
which  being  once  well  dry’d,  makes  the  Stuff  green, 
tranfparent,  and  extraordinary  gentile :  They  make 
Bonnets  of  it,  Veils,  and  Surtouts,  that  refill  the  Rain 
for  fome  time  5  but  it  gets  thro’  at  lalt,  unlefs  the 
Garment  be  a  choice  one,  and  carefully  prepar’d. 
The  Boots  are  of  Leather,  but  fo  little  that  the 
Stockings  are  fpoil’d  at  the  Knee,  except  one  be  a 
Horfe-back,  like  the  Tartars,  with  their  Legs  doub¬ 
led  up,  and  their  Stirrups  extream  /hort. 

The  Mourning  habit  hath  alfo  fomething  odd  in  it. 
The  Bonnet,  Veils,  Surtout,  Stockings  and  Bootsare 
made  of  white  Linnen,  and  from  the  Prince  to  the 
moll  inferiourHandicrafts-man,  none  dare  wear  any 
of  another  Colour.  In  clofe  Mourning  the  Bonnet 
feems  fantaflick,  and  very  difficult  to  be  reprefented; 
it  is  of  a  red  and  very  clear  Canvas  Cloth,  not  much 
unlike  the  Canvas  we  ufe  for  packing  up  Goods. 
The  Veil  is  kept  clofe  with  a  Girdle  of  Canvas  5  the 
Chimfe  in  this  pollute  do  at  the  beginning  affect  a 
carelefs  Behaviour, and  Grief  and  Sorrow  feems  paint¬ 
ed  all  over  the  outward  Man ;  but  all  being  nothing 
but  Ceremony  and  Affectation  with  them,  they  ea- 
fily  put  on  their  own  Face  again  j  they  can  Laugh 
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and  Cry  both  in  a  breath ;  for  I  have  feen  fome 
Laugh  immediately  after  they. had  Hied  abundance 
of  Tears  over  the  Tomb  of  their  Fathers. 

Perhaps,  My  Lord,  you  may  have  the  Curiofity 
to  know  after  what  manner  the  Miffionaries,  who  la¬ 
bour  about  the  converfion  of  the  Infidels, are  habited  ; 
the  Laws,  that  fuffer  no  foreign  Mode  to  take  place, 
‘determin’d  the  firft  Jefuits  to  take  the  Garb  of  the 
Bonzes  at  the  beginning :  But  this  Garb,  tho’  grave 
andmodeft  enough,  was  fo  cry’ddownby  the  Igno¬ 
rance  and  irregular  Life  of  thofe  wicked  Priefts,  that 
that  alone  was  fufficient  to  deprive  us  of  the  Compa¬ 
ny  and  Correfpondence  of  honeft  People. 

In  effect,  nothing  was  fo  diametrically  oppofite 
to  Religion  :  So  that  after  a  long  Deliberation,  they 
thought  it  more  advifeable  to  take  the  Students  JHa- 
bit,  which,  together  with  the  quality  of  Em-opmiDo- 
dor,  did  capacitate  us  to  fpeak  to  the  People  with 
fome  Authority,  and  to  be  heard  by  the  Mandarins 
with  fome  Refpedt.  From  that  very  time  we  had 
free  Accefs  every  where,  and  God  did  fo  far  voueh- 
fafe  a  Bleffing  to  the  Labours  of  our  firft  Miffiona¬ 
ries,  that  the  Gofpel  in  a  Ihort  time  was  propagated 
with  confiderable  Succefs. 

But  in  the  late  Revolution  of  the  Empire,  thefe 
Fathers,  as  well  as  the  Chinefe,  were  forc’d  to  go  ha¬ 
bited  in  the  Tartarian  Falhion,  as  I  told  you.  When 
we  vifit  the  Mandarins  upon  the  account  of  Religi¬ 
on,  we  are  forc’d  to  wear  a  Veil:  and  $urtout  of 
common  Silk  ;  but  at  home  we  arecloth’d  in  Serge 
or  painted  Linnen. 

•So  that,  my  Lord,  preferving  as  much  as  lies  in  us 
the  Spirit  of  Poverty  fuitable  to  our  Condition,  we 
endeavour  to  become  all  things  to  all  Men,  after  the  A- 
poftles  Example,  that  we  may  the  more  eafily  win  over 
fome  to  Jefiss  Chrifl ;  being  perfwaded,  that  as  to  a 
Miffionary,  the  Garment^ Diet,  manner  of  living, 
L  3  and 
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and  exterior  Cuiloms  ought  all  to  be  referr’d  to  the 
great  Defign  lie  propofes  to  himlelf,  to  convert  the 
whole  Earth.  A  Man  mud  be  a  Barbarian  with  Bar¬ 
barians,  Polite  with  Men  of  Parts,  Audere  and  Ri¬ 
gid  to  excefs  among  the  Indian  Penitents,  handfom- 
ly  dreft  in  China,  and  half  naked  in  the  Wildernefs 
of  Madurs,  to  the  end  that  the  Gofpel  always  uni¬ 
form,  always  unalterable  in  it  felf,  may  the  more 
ealily  infinuate  it  felf  into  the  Minds  of  Men  whom 
an  holy  Compliance  and  Conformity  to  Cuftoms, 
regulated  by  Chriftian  Prudence,  have  already  pre- 
pofleft  in  favour  to  us.  I  am  with  the  moft  profound 
EefpeCt, 

My  Lord, 

Tour  modi  humble 
and  piofi  obedient  Servant, 

I,J. 


LETTER  VI. 

To  the  Tut  chefs  of  Bouillon. 

Of  the  Oeconomy  and  Magnificence  of  the  Chinefe. 
MADAM, 

TH  E  earned  delire  I  have  obferv'd  in  ycur 
Grace  to  be  folly  inform  d  of  the  prefent  State 
of  thd  Millions  in  China,  hath  been  an  infinite  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  to  me:  But  I  confefs,  I  was  a  little  fur- 
pris’d,  that  when  this  new  World  abounds  with  fo 
many  Curicfities,  you  Ihould  chiefly  defire  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Chineje  Gallantry  and  Magnificence.  I 
know  very  well  that  this  is  the  ufual  Subject  of  Dif- 
courfe  among  the  Ladies,  and  I  could  have  aljnoft 
expected  no  more  from  any  other  of  your  Sex.  " ' 
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v  But  for  you,  Madam ,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  fee 
you,  1  have  prepar'd  Materials  of  a  quite  different 
nature ;  I  made  account  you  would  difcourfe  with 
me  concerning  the  Ingenuity,  Sciences,  and  Po- 
litenefs  of  this  People:  And  whereas  Travellers  do 
ufually  affect  to  prefer  what  they  have  feen  amongfl 
Foreigners,  to  that  which  is  found  in  their  Native 
Soil,  I  pleas’d  my  felf  that  I  could  fincerely  and  fafc- 
iy  tell  you  that  the  French  Ladies  (I  mean  thofe  who 
like  you,  have  rais’d  themfelves  above  thofe  Toyifla 
Cares,  that  do  in  a  manner  totally  polfefs  the  fair 
Sex)  have  more  Wit,  Capacity,  and  a  more  rais’d 
Genius,  even  in  the  folid  and  fubftantial  Sciences,  than 
all  the  great  Do&ors  of  that  Empire;  for  as  for  Po- 
litenefs,  I  can  fcarce  believe.  Madam,  that  you  can 
doubt  of  it,  fince  one  need  not  be  accompli  fil’d  with 
half  thePolitenefs  you  are  Miftrefs  of,  to  deface  and 
eclipfe  the  mod  Polite  Courts  of  the  Ealt. 

But  fince,  either  by  chance, or  by  your  own  choice, 
you  have  been  pleas’d  to  confine  your  felf  to  another 
Subject,  and  that  you  defire  a  Methodical  Account  of 
what  I  have  had  the  honour  to  relate  to  you  of  it,  I 
frail  obey  you,  Madam,  not  only  with  that  profound 
refpeft  I  owe  to  your  Quality  and  Merit,  but  alfo 
with  all  the  Sentiments  of  grateful  Acknowledgment 
which  the  many  Honours  and  Favours  I  have  recei¬ 
ved  from  your  Grace  can  infpire  me  with. 

The  Chinefe  come  far  fhort  of  us  in  the  Magnifi¬ 
cence  of  their  Houfes,  befides  that  the  Architecture 
is  not  beautiful,  nor  the  Apartments  fpacious,they  do 
not  ftudy  to  adorn  them;  and  that  chiefly  for  two 
Reafons :  The  firft  is,  becaufe  all  the  Palaces  of  the 
Mandarins  belong  to  the  Emperor,  he  lodges  them 
there;  and  in  fome  places  (leant  fay  in  all)  the 
People  furnifh  them  (The  People  to  be  fure  are  always 
at  as  little  Expence  as  they  can ;  and  the  Mandarins  do 
not  cate  to  ruin  themfelves  by  furnilhing  Palaces, that 
L  4  they 
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they  are  every  day  in  danger  of  forfaking,  becaufc 
tlvir  Places  are  properly  nothing  but  Commiffions, 
whichare  many  times  taken  away  upon  the leafl  fault. 

1  he  fecond  Reafonis  fetch'd  from  the  Cuftom  of 
the  Country,  which  does  not  allow  toreceiveVifitsin 
the  inner  part  of  the  Houfe,  but  only  at  the  Entrance 
in  a  Divm  they  have  contriv’d  for  the  Ceremonies. 
It  is  a  Banquetting-Houfs  all  open,  that  hath  no.o- 
ther  Ornament  besides  one  fingle  Order  of  Columns 
of  Wood  painted  or  varnillr’d,  which  they  ufe  only 
to  uphold  the  Beams  and  Timber,  that  often  appears 
under  the  Tiles,  no  body  taking  care  to  cover  it  with 
a  Cieling.  So  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  retrench 
all  the  fuperfiuous  Ornaments  of  the  Apartments, 
feeing  Foreigners  and  Strangers  fcarce  ever  fet  foot 
in  them ;  they  have  neither  Looking-Giafies,  Tape- 
Rry-hangings,  nor  wrought  Chairs:  Gildings  are 
not  in  faihion,  fave  only  in  fome  of  the  Emperor’s 
or  Prince  of  the  Blood’s  Apartments,  Their  Beds, 
which  amongft  them  are  one  of  the  principal  Orna¬ 
ments,  never  come  in  fight,  and  it  would  be  a  piece  cf 
grofs  Incivility  to  carry  a  Stranger  into  a  Bed-cham¬ 
ber,  even  when  you  pretend  to  /hew  him  your  houfe. 

Infomuch  that  all  their  Magnificence  may  be  redu¬ 
ced  to  Cabinets,  Tables,  Vernifht  Skreens,  fome  Pi¬ 
ctures, divers  pieces  of  white  Sattin,  upon  which  there 
is  writ  in  a  large  Character  fome  Sentence  of  Morali¬ 
ty,  which  is  hung  here  and  therein  the  Chamber, to¬ 
gether  with  fome  Veffelsof  Porcelain  ;  neither  have 
they  cccafion  to  ufe  even  them  as  we  do,  becaufe  there 
is  no  Chimney  to  be  feen  in  the  Chamber. 

Revertheleis  thefe  Ornaments  if  skilfully  manag’d 
are  very  fine  and  beautiful :  Verni/h,  which  is  lb 
common  in  China,  is  difperft  all  over ;  it  takes  all 
Colours,  they  mix  Flowers  of  Gold  and  Silver  with 
it,  they  paint  Men,  Mountains,  Palaces,  Bluntings, 
Birds,  Combats,  and  feveral  Figures,  that  make  k 
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bals-relief  in  the  Workj  and  renders  it  extreamly 
plcafing  and  delightful,  fo  that  in  this  point  the  Chi- 
veje  make  a  great  ihovv  with  a  little  charge.  • 

Befides  the  brightnefs  and  luftre  which  is  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  Vernifhjit  hath  moreover  a  certain  quality  of 
preferving  the  Wood  upon  which  it  is  apply’d,  efpe- 
cially  if  they  do  not  mix  any  other  Matter  with  it. 
Worms  do  not  eaiily  breed  in  it,  nay,  and  Moifture 
fcarce  ever  penetrates  it, not  fo  much  as  any  Scent  can 
fallen  to  it;  if  during  Meals  there  be  any  Greafe  or 
Potrage  fpilt,if  it  be  prefently  wip’d  with  a  wet  Clout, 
one  not  only  finds  no  remainders  or  figns  of  it,  but 
does  not  fo  much  as  perceive  the  lead  fmell. 

People  were  miftaken  when  they  fancy ’d  that  Ver- 
nifh  was  a  Compofition,  and  a  peculiar  Secret,  it  is  a 
Gum  that  diffils  from  a  Tree,  much  what  after  the 
fame  manner  as  Rofin  doth.  In  the  Tuns  wherein  it 
is  tranfported,  it  refembles  melted  Pitch  or  Tar,  ex-  . 
cepting  only  that  it  hath  no  fmell  when  it  is  us’d. 
There  muff  be  Oil  mixt  with  it  to  temper  it  more  or 
l'efs.  according  to  the  quality  of  the  Work. 

For  Tables  and  ordinary  Chairs,  it  is  fufficient  to 
lay  on  two  or  three  Layers  of  Vernilh,  which  makes 
it  fo  tranfparent,  that  one  may  difeern  every  Vein  of 
the  Wood  thro’  it.  Now  if  you  would  hide  all  the 
Matter  on  which  you  are  at  work,  you  muft  do  it  0- 
ver  and  over  again,  till  at  length  it  be  nothing  but 
Ice,  but  fo  fine  at  firft,  that  it  may  ferve  for  a  Mir¬ 
ror.  When  the  Work  is  dry,  they  paint  upon  it  fc- 
veral  Figures  in  Gold,  Silver,  or  in  any  other  Co¬ 
lour  ;  they  go  over  that  again,  if  they  pleafe,  with 
a  flight  touch  of  Vernilh,  to  give  them  a  Luftre,  and 
the  better  to  preferve  them. 

But  thofe  who  would  perform  a  finilhing  Stroke, 
glew  upon  the  Wood  a  kind  of  Paftboard  compos’d 
of  Paper,  Packthred,  Lime,  and  fome  other  Subftance 
well  beaten,  with  which  the  Vernilh  incorporateth. 

They 
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They  compofe  a  ground  of  it  perfectly  even  and  fo- 
!id,  upon  which  is  applied  the  Vernifh  by  little  and 
little,  in  little  Stratum,  which  they  dry  one  after 
another.  Every  Workman  hath  a  peculiar  Secret  to 
perfect  his  Work,  as  in  all  other  Occupations.  But 
in  my  opinion,  befides  the  dexterity  and  flight  of 
hand,  and  the  due  tempering  the  Vernifh,  that  it 
may  be  neither  too  thick  nor  too  thin ,  Patience  is 
what  contributes  the  molt  to  the  well  fucceeding 
in  this  Operation.  There  are  very  pretty  curious 
Cabinets  at  Tumkim ;  but  what  is  brought  to  us  from 
Japan;  are  herein  no  way  inferiour  to  the  China  work. 

As  for  Procelain,  it  is  fuch  an  ordinary  moveable, 
that  it  is  the  Ornament  of  every  Houfe;  the  Tables, 
the  Side-boards,  nay  the  Kitchin  is  cumber’d  with 
it,  for  they  eat  and  drink  out  of  it,  it  is  their  ordinary 
Veflfel :  There  is  likewife  made  huge  Flower-pots  of 
it.  The  very  Architects  cover  Roofs,  and  make  ufe 
of  it  fometimes  to  incruftrate  Marble  Buildings. 

Among!!  thofe  that  are  moft  in  requeft,  there  are, 
of  three  different  Colours;  fome  are  yellow,  yet  tho’ 
the  Earth  be  very  fine,  they  appear  more  courfe  than 
tire  others ;  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  that  Colour 
does  not  admit  of  fo  fine  polifhing;  it  is  ufed  in  the 
Emperor’s  Palace.  Yellow  is  his  own  proper  Colour, 
which  is  not  allowed  to  any  Perfon  to  bear ;  fo  that 
one  may  fafely  fay,  that  as  for  the  bufinefs  of  Porce¬ 
lain,  the  Emperor  is  the  word  ferved. 

The  fecond  fort  is  of  a  grey  Colour, with  abundance 
of  fmall  irregular  Lines  in  it,  that  crofs  one  another, 
as  if  the  V  eflel  was  all  over  ftriped,  or  wrought  with 
inlaid  or  Mofaic  work.  I  cannot  imagine  how  they 
form  thefe  Figures;  for  1  have  much  ado  to  believe 
that  they  are  able  to  draw  them  with  a  Pencil.  Per¬ 
haps  when  the  Porcelain  is  baked,  and  yet  hot,  it  is 
expofed  to  the  coid  Air,  or  they  infufe  it  in 
warm  Water  that  opens  it  in  that  manner, on  all  fides; 
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si  k  often  happens  to  Crvftals  during  Winter,-  after  . 
that  they  addaStw/fewof^Vernillvto  it,  which  covers 
'thefe  inequalities,  and  by  means,  of  a  gentle  fire  into 
which  they  put  it  again,  it  is  made  as  even  and  po- 
lifftt  as  before.  However  it  is,  thefe  fort  of  Vafcs  par¬ 
take  of  a  particular  Beauty  5  and  fure  I  am,  the  Curi¬ 
ous  amongftus  would  much  value  them. 

Laftof  all, the  third  fort  of'Procelain  is  white,  with 
Idivers  Figures  of  Flowers,  Trees  and  Birds,  which 
they  paint  in  blue,  fuch  as  come  hither  into  Europe : 
This  is  the  commoneft  of  all,  and  every  body  ufes 
it.  But  in  refpedi  of  Gaffes  and  Cryftals,  as  all  Work 
is  not  equally  beautiful,  fo  amongft  Procelains  fome 
of  them  are  but  indifferent,  and  are  not  worth  much 
more  than  our  Earthen  Ware. 

Thole  that  have  Skill  do  not  always  agree  in  tho 
Judgment  they  pafs  upon  them;  and  I  perceive  that 
in  China,  as  well  as  in  Europe,  Fancy  bears  a  main 
ftrokein  the  matter;  yet  it  is  granted  by  all  hands, 
that  four  or  live  different  things  concur  to  make  them 
compleat  and  perfect;  the  finenefs  of  the  Matter,  the 
whitenefs,  the  politenefs,  the  painting,  the  defigning 
of  the  Figures,  and  falhion  of  the  Work. 

The  Finenefs  is  difeovered  by  its  Tranfparency,  in 
which,  rel'pect  is  to  be  had  to  its  Thicknefs,the  Brims 
are  commonly  thinner,  and  it  is  in  that  place  where 
they  ought  to  be  confidered :  When  the  Vcffel  is  big, 
it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  determine  any  tiling  there¬ 
upon,'  unlefs  one  have  a  mind  to  break  off  fome  pie¬ 
ces  below ;  for  there  the  Colour  of  the  inner  part 
alone,  or  as  they  term  it,  the  Grain,  affords  a  ihrewd 
guefs,  which  appears  likewife,  when  the  two  pieces 
1  can  be  joyned  together  again  fo  perfectly  ,that  no  rup¬ 
ture  appears  therein, for  that  is  a  fure  token  of  the  hard- 
nefs,and  confequently  of  the  finenefs  of  the  matter. 

The  Whiteneis  is  net  to  be  confounded  with  the 
frightnefs  of  the  Vernifh  which  is  laid  over  the  Por¬ 
celain 
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celain,  which  ftews  like  a  Mirrour;  fo  that  behold¬ 
ing  it  near  to  foms  other  Obje&s,  their  Colours  arc 
feen  in  it ;  and  this  Refledtion  alone  is  capable  of 
making  one  pafs  a  wrong  Judgment  upon  its  na¬ 
tive  Whitenefs ;  it  muff  be  carry’d  into  the  open 
Air,  if  you  would  underhand  its  beauty  or  faults  per¬ 
fectly.  Altho’  this  Verniih  be  perfectly  incorpora¬ 
ted  with  the  Matter,  and  tho’  it  is  mighty  lafting, 
yet  it  tarnillies  at  long  run,  and  lofeth  that  brisk 
iplendor  it  had  at  the  beginning,  from  whence  it 
conies  to  pafs  that  the  Whitenefs  appears  more  taking 
and  pretty-in  old  Porcelains ;  not  but  the  new  ones 
for  all  that  are  as  good,  and  will  in  fome  time  af- 
fume  the.fame  Colour. 

The  frooothnefs  and  finenefs  of  them  confift  in  two 
things,  in  the  brightnefs  of  the  Verniih,  and  even- 
nefs  of  the  Matter.  The  Verniih  Ihould  not  be  thick, 
otherwife  there  will  be  a  Cruft  introduc’d, which  will 
not  be  incorporated  enough  with  the  Porcelain ;  be- 
lides,  its  luftre  will  be  too  great  and  fprightly.  The 
Matter  is  perfectly  equal  and  even, when  it  has  not  the 
leaft  Bump,  when  there  is  to  be  obferv’d  in  it  neither 
grain,  rifing,  nor  depreffion :  There  are  few'  Veffels 
but  have  fome  one  of  thefe  defects ;  there  mull  not 
only  be  found  no  fpots,  nor  flaws,  but  notice  muft  be 
taken  whether  there  be  fome  places  brighter  than  o- 
thers,  which  happens  when  the  Pencil  is  unequally 
pois’d ;  which  fometimes  alfo  happens  when  the  Ver- , 
nilh  is  laid  on,if  every  part  be  not  equally  dry ;  for  the 
leaft  Moifture  caufeth  a  fenfible  difference  therein. 

The  Painting  is  not  one  of  the  leaft  Beauties  of  the 
Porcelain  j  for  that  purpofe  one  may  make  ufe  of  all  I 
Colours, but  commonly  they  ufered,and  much  more 
blue.  I  never  faw  any  Veflel  whofe  red  was  lively  e- 
nough  ;  it  is  not  becaufe  the  Cbinefe  have  not  very 
lovely  red,  but  perhaps  becaufe  the  moft  lively  and 
fubtle  parts  of  this  Colour  are  imbib’d  by  the  rough- 
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nefs  of  the  Matter  on  which  it  is  laid  :  for  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Grounds  contributes  much  to  the  heightning  or 
feffening  the  luftre  of  the  Colours.  As  for  blue, 
they  have  it  moft  excellent ;  however,  it  is  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  hit  upon  that  exad  temperature,  where  it  is 
neither  too  pale,  deep,  intenfe,  nor  too  bright.  But 
that  which  Workmen  moft  diligently  feek  after,  is, 
to  perfect  the  Extremities  of  the  Figures,  fo  that  the 
Colour  do  not  extend  beyond  the  Pencil,  to  the  end 
that  the  whitenefs  of  the  Porcelain  may  not  be  ful¬ 
ly ’d  by  a  certain  blewifh  Water,  which  flows,  if  fpe- 
cial  care  be  not  taken  from  the  Colour  it  felf,  when 
it  is  not  well  pounded,  or  when  the  Matter  on  which 
it  is  laid,  hath  not  attain’d  a  good  degree  of  drynefs; 
much  after  the  fame  manner  as  happens  to  Paper 
that  blots  when  it  is  moift,  or  when  you  write  with 
!  naughty  Ink. 

It  were  well  if  the  Chinefe  Defigns  in  their  Paint¬ 
ing  were  a  little  better.  Their  Flowers  are  pretty 
well,  but  their  Flumane  Figures  are  monftrous. 
Which  difgrace  them  among  Strangers,  who  ima¬ 
gine,  that  they  are  in  effed  as  monftrous  in  their 
Shape  as  they  appear  in  the  Pictures ;  yet  thofe  are 
their  ufual  Ornaments.  The  more  regular  Defigns 
and  skilful  Draughts  would  be  lefs  pleafing  to  them 
than  thefe  Anticks. 

To  make  amends,  they  are  very  ingenious  and  ex¬ 
pert  in  turning  their  Vafes  well,  of  what  fize  foever 
they  be.  The  figure  of  them  is  bold,  well  proportio¬ 
ned,  perfedly  rounded,  nay, and  I  do  not  believe  that 
our  skilfulleft  Workmen  are  able  to  fafhion  the  great 
pieces  better ;  they,  as  well  as  we,  put  a  great  value 
upon  ancient  Vafes,  but  for  a  reafon  quite  different 
from  ours ;  we  value  them  becaufe  they  are  fairer ; 
they  for  their  Antiquity  ;  nor  but  that  the  Artificers 
are  as  expert,  and  the  Matter  as  good  now  as 
heretofore :  There  are  very  fine  ones  made  at  this 
day : 
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day;  and  I  have  fecn  at  fome  Mandarins  Houfes  who 
Services  that  were  fuperfine.  But  the  European  Me 
chants  do  no  longer  Trade  with  the  good  Workmei 
and  having  no  Skill  in  them  themfelves ;  they  accej 
whatlbever  the  Chincfe  expofe  to  Sale ;  for  they  ven 
them  in  the  hulks.  Befidesno  body  takes  care  to  im 
nifh  them  with  examples  of  Draughts,  or  to  befpe,1. 
particular  Pieces  of  Work  beforehand.  If  Mv.ConJhvi, 
had  lived,  we  Ihould  quickly  have  known  in  Fra 
that  China  had  not  loft  the  fecret  of  making  Porcel-ii 
But  this  is  not  the  greateft  lofs  we  haved  fuftained  b; 
his  death ;  what  Religion  fullers  by  it  through  all  th 
Eafi,  will  fcarce  give  us  leave  to  take  notice  of  t!i 
Alterations  it  hath  caufed  in  Arts  and  Trading. 

There  is  yet  another  reafon  that  makes  the  curioc 
Porcelain  fo  rare ;  The  Emperor  has  conftituted  i: 
the  Province  where  the  Manufacture  chiefly  is,  a  par 
ticular  Mandarin,  whofe  care  it  is  to  make  choice  c 
the  faireft  Vales  for  the  Court ;  he  buys  them  at; 
very  reafonable  rate,  fo  that  the  Workmen  being  k 
ill  paid,  do  not  do  their  beft,  and  are  not  willing « 
take  any  pains  for  that  which  will  not  enrich  them 
But  Ihould  a  private  Man  employ  them,  who  wou!; 
notfpare  for  Coft  and  Charges,  we  Ihould  have  .11 
this  day  as  curious  pieces  of  Woikmanlhip,  as  theii 
of  the  ancient  Cbincje. 

The  China  Ware  that  is  brought  to  us  from  Fokia 
does  not  deferve  the  name  of  it ;  it  is  black,  courfs 
and  is  not  fo  good  as  our  Fayance.  That  which  is  mol! 
look’d  upon  is  that  which  is  made  in  the  Province  d 
Quamft,  the  Clay  is  found  in  one  place,  and  the  W* 
ter  in  another,  becaufe  it  is  dearer  and  cleaner ;  psf 
haps  alfo,this  Water  they  make  ufe  of  before  any  othej 
becaufe  it  is  impregnated  with  fome  peculiar  Salts.pro 
per  to  purifie  and  refine  the  Clay,  or  by  the  mor 
ftridly  uniting  the  parts, as  it  happens  in  Limc,whict 
is  good  for  nothing,if  it  be  not  flacked  in  fome  certsit 
Watci 
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Waters;  whereas  others  make  it  more  compact, (hong, 
and  adhering. 

In  brief,  it  is  a  miflake  to  think  that  there  is  requi¬ 
re  one  or  two  hundred  years  to  the  preparing  the 
Matter  for  the  Porcelain,  and  that  its  Cpmpofition  is 
fo  very  difficult;  if  that  were  fo,  it  would  be  neither 
fo  common  nor  fo  cheap.  It  is  a  Clay  differ  than 
ordinary  Clays;  or  rather  a  kind  of  foft  white  Stone, 
that  is  found  in  the  Quarries  of  that  Province.  After 
having  walh’d  the  pieces  of  it,  and  fepafated  thehete- 
rogenious  Earth  that  may  chance  to  be  mix’d  with  it, 
they  bray  it  fmall  till  it  be  reduc’d  to  a  fubtil  Powder. 
How  fine  foever  it  may  appear,  yet  they  continue 
pounding  it  for  a  long  time,  altho’  by  the  touch  no 
difference  is  to  be  perceived,  yet  they  are  perfw'aded 
that  it  is  indeed  made  much  more  fubtil,  that  the  in- 
fenfible  Parts  arelefs  mix’d, and  that  the  Work  thereby 
comes  to  be  whiter  and  more  tranfparent.  Of  this 
fubtil  Powder  they  make  a  Pafte,  which  they  kneed, 
and  beat  a  long  while  likewife,  that  it  may  become 
fofter,  and  that  the  Water  may  be  the  more  perfectly 
incorporated  therewith.  When  the  Earth  is  well 
moulded,  they  endeavour  the  figuring  of  it.  It  is  not 
likely  that  they  ufe  Moulds,  as  they  do  in  forne  other 
forts  of  Potteries ;  it  is  more  probable  that  they  falhi- 
on  them  upon  the  Wheel  like  us.  So  foorn  as  their 
Work  pleafes  them  they  expofe  it  to  the  Sun,  Morn¬ 
ing  and  Evening,  but  take  it  away  again  when  the 
Sun  waxes  too  hot,  for  fear  of  warping  it.  So  the 
Vafesdry  by  degrees,  and  they  apply  the  painting  at 
their  leifure,  when  they  judge  the  ground  proper  to 
receive  it ;  but  becaufe  neither  the  Vafes  nor  the  Co¬ 
lours  have  fufficient,  luftre,  they  make  a  very  fine- 
Broth  or  Ly  of  the  Matter  of  the  fame  Porcelain, 
wherewith  they  pafs  feveral  ftrokes  upon  the  Work, 
that  gives  them  a  particular  whitenefs  and  luftre  : 
This  is  what  I  call  the  Vernilh  of  the  Porcelain.  They 
affured 
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allur’d  me  in  the  Kingdom  of  Siam  that  they  mix’d 
with  it  fome  common  Verniih,  with  theCompofition 
made  of  the  White  of  an  Egg,  and  fhining  Bones  of 
Filh ;  but  this  is  but  a  fancy,  and  the  Workmen  of 
Fokien,  who  work  juft  as  thofe  of  Qtiamfi ,  don’t  do  o. 
therwife.  After  all  thefe  Preparations,  they  put  the 
Vafes  in  a  Furt  ice,  wherein  they  kindle  a  gentle 
And  conftant  uniform  Fire,  that  bakes  them  without 
breaking  ;  and  for  fear  left  the  exterior  Air  fhould  do 
them  damage,  they  do  not  draw  them  out  till  a  long 
while  after,  when  they  have  acquir’d  their  due  con- 
fiftence,  and  have  been  gradually  cool'd. 

This  is  all,  Madam,  I  have  to  fay  to  the  Myftery  of 
Porcelain,  that  they  have  folong  fought  after  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  Providence,  and  the  Profpefity  of  Religion, that 
oblig’d  me  to  run  over  the  greateft  part  of  China,  did 
not  carry  me  into  the  Province  of  Qttamfi,  where  the 
Earth  is  found  whereof  they  make  it ;  fo  that  Ido  not 
fufficiently  know  it,  as  to  mine  own  particular,  fo  far 
as  to  be  able  to  defcribe  the  nature  and  particular  qua¬ 
lities  thereof ;  perhaps  it  is  not  much  different  from 
fome  foftftones  that  are  found  in  feveral  Provinces  of 
France.  And  if  fo  be  the  ingenious  would  pleafe  to  make 
fome  Experiments, and  operate  diligently,  by  making 
ufe  of  feveral  forts  of  Waters,  after  the  above-menti- 
on’d  manner,  it  might  not  be  impoffible  to  fucceed. 

Befides  thefe  vernilh’dCabinets  and'Veffels  of  Porce¬ 
lain,  the  CLiuefc  adorn  likewife  their  Apartments  with 
Pictures:  They  donor  excel  in  this  Art,  becaufe  they 
are  not  curious  in  perfpedive,  notwithstanding  they 
diligently  apply  thernfelves  to  Painting :  They  take 
delight  in  it;  and  there  are  a  great  Company  of  Pain¬ 
ters  among  them ;  fome  paint  the  Ceiling,  reprefent- 
ing  upon  tiie  Chamber-walls,  an  order  of  Architecture 
without  Symetry ,  by  Bands  or  Fillets  continu’d  all 
along  around  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  Wall,  and 
above  the  Capital  of  the  Column,  which  contains  on- 
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ly  Tingle  Columns,  placed  at  an  equal  diftance, with¬ 
out  any  other  Ornament  of  Architefture.  'Others 
only  whiten  the  Chamber,  or.  glew  Paper  upon  it. 
They  hang  the  Pictures  of  their  Anceftors  up  and 
down,  with  fome  Maps  and  Pieces  of  white  Sattin, 
on  which  is  painted  Flowers,  Fowls,  Mountains, and 
Palaces  5  upon  fome  others  they  write  in  Cap  tal  Let¬ 
ters  Sentences  of  Morality,  that  explain  the  Maxims 
and  Rules  of  perfedt  Government.  Some  Chairs, 
varnifh’d  Tables, fome  Cabinets, Flower-pots  and  Lan- 
thorns  of  Silk,  well  order’d,  and  plac’d  in  due  pro¬ 
portion,  makes  a  pretty  handfome  Apartment. 

Altho’  you  do  not  enter  the  Bed-chamber,  yet  are 
their  Beds  very  fine ;  in  Summer  they  have  Taffety 
Curtains,  powder’d  with  Flowers, Trees,  and  Birds  in 
Gold  and  Silk  embroidery.  The  fort  of  Work  that 
comes  from  the  Province  of  Nankim  is  in  requeft,and 
this  is  the  molt  noble  and  fine  of  all  the  Chinefe  Fur¬ 
niture.  Others  have  Curtains  of  the  fineft  Gaze, 
which  is  no  fecurity  againft  the  Weather,  but  clofe 
enough  to  defend  them  againft  Flies  and  Gnats,  that 
are  intollerable  in  the  Night.  In  Winter  they  make 
ufe  of  courfe  Sattin  Hitch’d  with  Dragons  and  other 
Figures,  according  as  their  fancy  guides  them  :  The 
Counterpain  is  in  a  manner  the  fame.  They  do 
not  ufe  Feather-beds ;  but  their  Cotton-Quilts  are 
very  thick  ;  their  Bedftead  ordinarily  is  of  Joyners- 
Work,  beautified  with  Figures.  I  have  feen  fome 
Very  fine  and  exquifite. 

By  all  that  I  have  faid,  you  may  judge,  Madam, 
that  thefe  People  have  ftiut  themfelves  up  within  the 
bounds  of  Neceffity  and  Profit,  without  being  over 
folicitous  about  Magnificence;  their  Houfes  are  neat 
and  decent,  but  not  fine.  They  feem  frill  more  neg¬ 
ligent  as  to  their  Gardens :  they  have  in  that  refpecft 
Conceptions  much  different  from  ours ;  for  except 
places  defign’d  for  the  Sepulcher  of  their  Anceftors, 
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which  they  leave  untill’d,  they  would  think  them- 
felves  out  of  their  Wits,  to  put  the  Ground  to  no  other 
ufe  than  to  make  Alleys  and  Walks,  to  cultivate  Flow¬ 
ers,  and  plant  Groves  of  unprofitable  Trees.  The 
benefit  of  the  Commonweal  commands  that  all  fhould 
be  fow’d ;  and  their  own  particular  Intereft,  that 
more  nearly  concerns  them  than  the  publick  Good, 
doth  not  permit  them  to  prefer  Pleafure  to  Profit. 

5Tis  true,  the  Flowers  of  the  Country  do  not  de- 
ferve  their  looking  after;,  they  have  none  curious; 
and  tho’  many  may  be  met  with  like  thofe  in  Europ, 
yet  do  they  cultivate  them  fo  ill,  that  one  has  much 
ado  to  know  them.  Neverthelefs,  there  are  Trees  in 
fome  places,  that  would  afford  great  Ornament  in 
their  Gardens,  if  they  knew  how  to  order  them.  In- 
ftead  of  Fruit,  they  are  almoft  all  the  Year  long  laden 
with  Flowers  of  a  florid  Carnation;  the  Leaves  are 
fmall,  like  thofe  of  the  Elm,  the  Trunk  irregular,  the 
Branches  crooked,  and  Bark  fmooth.  If  Alleys  were 
made  of  them,  mixing  therewith  (which  might  ea- 
fily  he  done )  fome  Orange-Trees,  it  would  be  the 
mod:  pleafant  thing  in  the  World :  But  feeing  the 
Cljinefe  walk  not  much,  Alleys  do  not  agree  with  them. 

.  Amongft  other  Trees  they  might  difpofe  of  in  Gar¬ 
dens,  there  is  one  they  call  Outom-chu,  refembling  the 
Sycomore;  the  Leaves  are  in  Diameter  between  8  or 
9  Inches, faftned  to  a  Stalk  a  foot  long;  it  is  extream- 
ly  tufced,  and  laden  with  clufters  of  Flowers  fo  thick 
fet,  that  the  Sun  cannot  pierce  it  with  his  Rays :  The 
Fruit  which  is  extraordinary  fmall,  notwithllanding 
the  Tree  is  very  large,  is  produc’d  after  this  manner: 
Towards  Augttft,  or  the  end  of  July ,  there  fprings  out 
of  the  very  point  of  the  Branches,  little  bunches  of 
Leaves  different  from,  the  other ;  they  are  whiter, 
fofter,  and  as’broad,  and  are  in  lieu  of  Flowers ;  upon 
the  border  of  each  of  thefe  Leaves  grow  three  or  four 
fmall  Grains  or  Kernels,  as  big  as  green  Peas, that  in- 
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clofe  a  white  Subftance,  very  pleafant  to  the  tafie, 
like  to  that  of  an  Hazle  Nut  that  is  not  yet  ripe. 
This  Tree  being  fruitful,  and  the  manner  of  bearing 
its  Fruit  being  fomething  extraordinary,  I  was  apt  to 
believe,  Madam,  you  might  be  defirous  to  fee  the  fi¬ 
gure  of  it,  which  I  have  caufed  to  be  engraven. 

Th eChinefc,  who  fo  little  apply  themfelves  to  order 
their  Gardens,  and  give  them  real  Ornaments,  do  yet 
delight  in  them,  and  are  at  lome  coll  about  them  ; 
they  make  Grotto’s  in  them,  raife  pretty  little  Artifi¬ 
cial  .Eminences,  tranfport  thither  by  pieces  whole 
Rocks,  which  they  heap  one  upon  another,  without 
any  further  defign,  than  to  imitate  Nature.  If  they 
could,  befides  all  this,  have  the  convenience  of  fo 
much  Water  as  is  neceflary  to  water  their  Cabbage, 
and  Leguminous  Plants,  they  would  defire  no  more. 
The  Emperor  hath  Fountains  after  the  European  man¬ 
ner  :  But  private  Perfons  content  themfelves  with 
their  Ponds  and  Wells. 

But  altho’  the  Chinefe  negleft  the  Ornaments  of  their 
Houfes.  Yet  no  People  affed  more  to  appear  mag¬ 
nificent  inPublick.  The  Government  that  condemns, 
or  rather  does  not  allow,  but  regulates  Expences  as 
to  other  matters,  does  not  only  approve  of  this,  but 
contributes  to  it  on  thefe  occafions,  for  reafons  that 
I  lhall  tell  you  in  the  fequel  of  the  Hiftory. 

When  Perfons  of  Quality  receive  Vilits,  or  make  a- 
ny;  when  they  go  along  the  Streets, or  when  upon  their 
Journey,  but  eipecially  atfuch  time  when  they  appear 
before  the  Emperor,  or  make  their  Addrefs  to  the 
Viceroys,they  are  always  accompanied  with  a  Train 
and  Air  of  Grandeur  that  fills  one  with  Aftonilhment. 

The  Mandarins  richly  habited  are  carried  in  a  Sedan 
gilded,  and  open,  born  upon  thelhoulders  of  8,  or  16 
Perfons, accompanied  with  all  the  Officers  of  theirTri- 
bunal,who  furround  them  with  Umbrello’sand  other 
.Marks  of  their  Dignity.  Some  walk  before  them  two 
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and  two,  bearing  Chains,  Fafces,  Scutcheons  of 
varnifh’d  Wood,  upon  which  may  be  read  in  large 
Gold  Characters,  all  the  Titles  of  Honour  annex’d  to 
their  places  of  Trull,  together  with  a  brazen  Bafon 
upon  which  they  beat  a  certain  number  of  ftrokes, 
according  to  the  Rank  they  bear  in  the  Province  ; 
they  continually  fpeak  aloud,and  threaten  the  People 
to  make  way.  Other  Officers  follow  in  the  fame  or¬ 
der,  and  fometimes  four  or  five  Gentlemen  on  Horfe- 
back  bring  up  the  Rear.  Some  Mandarins  never  ap¬ 
pear  in  Publick  without  a  Train  of  three  or  fourfcore 
Domefticks. 

Thofe  that  belong  to  the  Army  go  commonly  on 
Horfeback,  and  if  any  of  conliderable  Rank,  they 
are  evermore  at  the  head  of  twenty  five,  or  thirty 
Cavaliers.  The  Princes  of  the  Blood  at  Pekin  are 
preceded  by  four  of  their  Officers,  and  follow  them- 
felves  in  the  middle  of  a  Squadron  that  marches  with¬ 
out  order.  But  then  they  wear  ho  Liveries  in  China, 
but  the  Domefticks  are  habited  according  to  the 
Quality  of  their  Mafters  in  black  Sattin,  or  painted 
Linnen.  Altho’  the  Horfes  be  neither  fine,  nor  well 
manag’d,  yet  are  the  Trappings  and  Harnefs  very 
magnificent  j  the  Bits,  Saddle, 'and  Stirrups  are  gilded, 
or  elfe  of  Silver.  Inftead  of  Leather  they  make  Bridles 
of  two  or  three  Twifts  of  courfe  pinkt  Sattin  two  fin¬ 
gers  broad.  Under  the  Horfes  Neck,  at  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  Breaft-plate,  hang  two  great  Toffels  of  that 
curious  rad  Horfehair  wherewith  they  cover  the  Bon¬ 
nets,  which  are  fallen ’d  to  two  huge  Buttons  of  Brafs 
gilded  or  walht  with  Silver,hungat  Rings  of  the  fame 
Metal, this  Ihews  fine  in  a  Cavalcade, but  upon  along 
Journey,  efpecially  upon  a  Courfe,  it  is  cumberfome. 

Not  only  the  Princes  and  Perfons  of  the  higheft 
Rank  appear  in  Publick  with  a  Train, but  even  thofe 
of  a  meaner  quality  go  always  on  Horfeback  along  the 
Streets,  or  in  a  clofe  Sedan,  follow’d  by  feveral  Foot- 
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men:  the  Tartarian  Ladies  do  often  make  ufe  of 
Ca'ialhes  with  two  Wheels,  but  they  have  not  the  ufe 
of  the  Coach. 

The  magnificence  of  the  Chinefe  Mandarins  princi¬ 
pally  difplays  it  felf  in  the  Journeys  they  take  by  Watery 
the  prodigious  bignefs  of  their  Barges,  that  are  little 
inferiour  to  Ships,  the  finery,  carving,  painting,  and 
gilding  of  the  Apartments,  the  great  number  of  Offi¬ 
cers  and  Seamen  that  ferve  aboard, the  different  Badges 
of  their  Dignity  every  where  difplay’d,  their  Arms, 
Flags,  Streamers, and  the  like,  does  abundantly  diftin- 
guifh  them  from  the  Europeans,  who  are  never  worfe 
accouter’d,  or.more  carelefs  than  when  they  Travel. 

Befides,  the  Chinefe  have  their  folemn  Feafts,  which 
they  celebrate  with  great  Pomp  and  Charges  j  the 
firft  3  days  in  the  Year  are  fpent  in  rejoycing  through¬ 
out  the  whole  Empire', they  array  themfelves  magnifi¬ 
cently,  they  vifit  one  another, they  fendPrefentsto  all 
their  Friends,  and  to  all  the  Perfons  whom  it  any  Way 
concerns  them  toobferve.  Gaming,  Feafiing^nd  Come¬ 
dies  take  up  every  bodies  time.Ten  or  twelve  days  be¬ 
fore  abundance  of  little  Robberies  are  committed, be- 
caufe  thofe  who  are  deftitute  of  Money,  feek  howto 
come  by  it, and  are  refolv’d  to  have  fome  whoever  go 
without,  to  fupply  them  in  thefe  Divertifements. 

The  ifth  day  of  the  firft  Month  is  {till  more  fo¬ 
lemn  ;  they  call  it  the  Day  or  Feaflof  Lantbarns ;  be- 
caufe  they  hang  them  up  in  all  the  Houfes ;  and  in  all 
the  Streets,  in  luch  a  great  number,  that  it  is  a  Mad- 
nefs,  rather  than  a  Feltival :  They  light  up,  it  may 
be,  that  day  two  hundred  Millions.  You  will  fee, 
Madam,  by  what  I  am  going  to  relate,  that  they  have 
run  into  Extreams  in  this  Ceremony,  which  other- 
wife  might  have  been  tolerated,  as  feveral  other 
Cuftoms  are,  to  comply  with  that  Peoples  Humour, 
b  ut  which  now  are  become  the  mod  lerious  delight 
of  Perfons  of  Quality. 
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They  expofe  to  view  that  day  Lanthorns  of  all  pri¬ 
zes;  forae  of  them  coll:  two  thoufand  Crowns ;  and 
fome  of  the  Nobility  retrench  every  Year  fomething' 
from  their  Table,  Apparel,  or  Equipage,  to  appear 
magnificent  in  Lanthorns.  It  is  not  the  Materials 
that  is  dear,  the  Gilding, Sculpture,  the  Painting,  Silk, 
and  Varnilh  make  all  the  Ihew.  As  for  the  bignefs, 
it  is  immenfe.  There  are  fome  of  them  to  be  feen  of 
upward  of  twenty  feven  Foot  Diameter :  Thefe  are 
Halls,  or  Chambers,  and  three  or  four  of  thefe  Ma¬ 
chines  would  make  pretty  handfome  Apartments ; 
infomuch  that  you  will  admire,  Madam ,  when  I  tell 
you,  that  in  China  we  may  Eat,  Lie,  receive  Vifits, 
reprefent  Comedies,  and  dance  Balls  in  a  Lanthorn. 

A  publick  Bonfire  is  little  enough  to  enlighten  it : 
But  becaufe  it  would  be  inconvenient,  they  are  fa- 
tisfie'd  with  an  infinite  number  of  Wax-Candles,  or 
Lamps,  which  at  a  diftance  Ihew  very  pretty.  There 
is  alfo  reprefented  divers  Shews  to  gratifie  the  Vul¬ 
gar  ;  and  there  are  Perfons  conceal’d,  who,  by  the 
help  of  feveral  little  Machines  make  Puppets  to 
play  of  the  bignefs  of  Men  and  Women,  the  Acti¬ 
ons  of  which  are  fo  natural,  that  even  thofe  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  Trick,  are  apt  to  be  mifta- 
I'.en  :  For  my  part.  Madam,  I  was  not  deceiv’d,  be- 
caufe  I  was  never  prefent  at  thefe  Spectacles.  What 
1,  relate  is  upon  the  report  of  the  Chmefc ,  and  upon 
the  credit  of  fome  Relations,  whofe  Authors  are 
well  known,  and  whom  I  Ihould  be  loath  to  con¬ 
demn. 

B  :lides  thefe  prodigious  Lanthorns,  there  are  an 
infinite  number  of  a  middle  fize,  of  which  I  can 
more  fafely  fpeak  ;  I  have  feen  of  them  not  only 
neat,  but  magnificent;  they  are  commonly  com- 
i  ofed  of  fix  Faces,  or  Pains,  each  of  which  makes'a 
u  anie  of  four  Foot  high,  a  Foot  and  an  half  broad, 
of  Varnilh’d  Wood,  and  adorn’d  with  fome  Gildings, 
They 
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They  hang  it  on  the  infide  with  a  Web  of  finetran- 
fparent  Silk,  whereon  is  painted  Flowers.,  Trees, 
Rocks,  and  fometimes  humane  Figures.  The  Paint¬ 
ing  is  very  curious,  the  Colours  lively,  and  when  the 
Wax-Candles  are  lighted,  theLightdifperfethafplen- 
dor  that  renders  the  Work  altogether  agreeable. 

Ihefe  fix  Pannels  joyn’d  together  cotnpofe  an 
Hexagon,  clofed  at  the  top  by  fix  carved  Figures, 
that  make  the  Crown  of  it.  There  is  hung  round 
about  broad  firings  of  Sattin  of  all  Colours,  like 
Ribbons,  together  with  divers  other  filken  Orna¬ 
ments  that  fall  upon  the  Angles,  without  hiding  any 
thing  of  the  Light,  or  Pictures.  We  fometimes  ufe 
them  for  an  Ornament  to  our  Churches.  The  Chi- 
jiefe  hang  them  in  Windovys,  in  their  Halls,  and 
fometimes  in  Publick  Places.. 

The  Feaft  of  Lanthorns  is  alfo  celebrated  by  Bon¬ 
fires  that  are  kindl’d  at  that  time  in  all  Quarters  of 
the  City,  and  by  Fireworks;  for  there  is  no  body 
but  lets  off  Squibs  and  Crackers.  Some  have  fpoken 
of  thefe  as  the  fineft  Fireworks  in  the  World.  We 
are  told,  that  there  appear  Figures  of  whole  Trees 
cover’d  with  Leaves  and  Fruit,  you  may  there  di- 
ftinguilh  the  Cherries,  Raifins,  Apples  and  Oranges, 
not  only  by  their  Figures,  but  alfo  by  their  parti¬ 
cular  Colour,  every  thing  is  painted  to  the  Life,  in- 
fomuch  that  one  would  really  imagine,  that  they 
are  naturally  Trees  that  are  enlighten’d  in  the  Night, 
and  not  an  Artificial  Fire,  on  which  they  have  be¬ 
llow’d  the  figure  and  appearance  of  Trees. 

Thefe  Delcriptions  in  fome  Relations  of  China, 
excite  in  thofe  who  travel  thither,  a  real  Paffion  to 
behold  all  thefe  Miracles ;  I  fhould  have  been  very 
glad,  as  others  are,  to  have  upon  mine  own  Perfo- 
nal  Knowledge  been  able  to  have  related  them.  I 
have  often  fought  for  an  occafion,  but  all  in  vain. 
Thefe  Fires  are  not  fo  ordinary  as  People  imagine, 
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and  to  retrieve  them,  it  will  perhaps  be  neceflary  to 
go  back  to  their  time  who  writ  of  them.  The  Father 
Miffionaries  that  fojourn  at  Pekin,  who  have  been 
Eye-witnelTes  of  what  was  perform’d  upon  this  ac¬ 
count  in  the  Emperor’s  Palace,  have  often  told  me, 
that  it  was  not  at  all  as  they  imagin’d  it  to  be,  and 
at  the  bottom,  that  there  was  nothing  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  in  it. 

Neverthelefs,  Madam,  it  is  not  juft  wholly  to  con¬ 
demn  thefe  Authors,  as  Perfons  of  no  credit,  they  are 
good  honeft  Miffionaries,  who  would  notimpofe  up¬ 
on  us  at  pleafure,  and  what  I  have  feen  in  India,  arid 
efpecially  upon  the  Coaft  of  Coromondel ,  may  juftifie 
them  in  fome  refpeft ;  they  do  there  really  reprefent 
all  forts  of  Figures,  not  by  Artificial  Works  thatburft 
in  the  Air  like  our  Squibs  (for  tojme  it  feems  not  pof- 
fible  to  reduce  Flame  to  fuch  determin’d  Figures  as 
would  be  neceflary  to  diftinguifh  Raiftns  and  Leaves, 
and  much  lefs  to  imitate  every  refpeftive  Colour  that 
are  natural  to  Fruits)  but  by  means  of  a  combuftible 
Matter  compounded  of  Sulphur,  Camphire,  and  fome 
other  Ingredients,  wherewith  they  dawb  pieces  of 
Wood  in  form  of  a  Crofs,  of  Trees,  and  Flowers,  or 
in  any  other  form  they  pleafe. 

As  foon  as  they  have  given  fire  to  lt,that  expanded 
Gum  is  fet  on  fire  on  all  fides  like  Coal,  and  repre- 
lents,  till  it  be  totally  confum’d,  the  figure  of  the 
Wood  on  which  it  wasapply’d  ;  fo  that  it  is  no  great 
■wonder,  that  they  (hould  make  Trees  and  Fruits  of 
I-  ire ;  and  I  do  imagine,  thofe  they  fo  much  magnifie 
in  China,  may  be  fome  fuch  thing. 

Not  but  that  thefe  forts  of  Fires  have  their  beauty; 
for,  belides  their  particular  Colour,  theprettieft,  molt 
fplendid,  and  withal  the  rnoft  pleafant  to  the  Eye 
imaginable,  it  is  no  mean  Ornament  in  a  Publick 
Illumination,  to  be  able  to  reprefent  Men, and  Horfes 
of  Fire,  Palaces  all  on  fire,  with  their  order  of  Archi¬ 
tecture, 
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tenure,  Cartouches,  and  Armories  of  Light,  and  a 
great  company  of  other  Reprefentations,  that  might 
be  made  in  Europe  with  a  great  deal  more  exatftnefs 
than  in  the  Eaji ;  where  the  Artificers  neither  have 
Ingenuity  to  contrive  great  Defigns,  nor  dexterity 
enough  perfectly  to  execute  them. 

Perhaps,  you  will  have  thecuriofity  to  learn 
what  might  have  given  occafion  to  the  Chinefe  to  or¬ 
dain  fuch  an  extravagant  Feftival  as  this,  whereof  I 
have  the  honour  to  fpeak  to  your  Grace.  As  it  is 
very  ancient,  fo  the  original  feems  very  obfcure. 
The  Vulgar  afcribe  it  to  an  Accident  that  happen’d 
in  the  Family  of  a  famous  Mandarin,  whofe  Daugh¬ 
ter  walking  one  Evening  upon  the  Banks  of  a  River, 
fell  in,  and  was  drowned;  the  afflifted  Father,  with 
his  Family  run  thither,  and  the  better  to  find  her,  he 
caufed  a  greaf*Company  of  Lanthorns  to  be  lighted. 
All  the  Inhabitants  of  the  place  thronged  after  him 
with  Torches,  th'ey  fearch’d  for  her  all  Night  to  no 
purpofe,  and  the  Mandarins  only  Comfort  was  to  fee 
the  willingnefs  and  readinefs  of  the  People,  every 
one  of  which  feem’d,  as  if  he  had  loft  his  own  Sifter, 
becaufe  he  look’d  upon  him  as  their  Father. 

The  Year  enfuing  they  made  Fires  upon  the  Shore, 
on  the  fame  day,  they  continu’d  the  Ceremony  eve¬ 
ry  Year,  every  one  lighted  hisLanthorn,  and  by  de¬ 
grees  it  commenc’d  into  a  Cuftom.  The  Chinefe  arc 
pretty  Superftitious  in  this  refpeft;  but  there  is  no 
probability  that  fuch  a  fmall  lofs  Ihould  have  fuch  a 
mighty  influence  upon  a  whole  Empire. 

Some  Chinefe  Doctors  pretend,  that  this  Feftival  de- 
duceth  its  Original  from  a  Story  which  they  report  in 
the  manner  following:  Three  thoufand  five  hundred 
eighty  three  Years  ago  fhina  was  govern’d  by  a  Prince 
named  Ki,  the  laft  Emperor  of  the  firft  Race,  whom 
Heaven  was  pleafed  to  endue  with  Qualities  cu^.He 
of  conftituting  an  Hero,  if  the  love  to  Women,anfj  the 
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fpirit  of  Debauchery,  that  took  pofleffion  of  hi5 
Heart,  had  not  reduc’d  him  to  a  Monfter  in  the 
Empire,  and  an  Objed  of  Abhorrence  in  Nature. 

He  had  rare  Parts,  a  winning,  pleafing  way  with 

of  Body,  that  he  broke  Iron  with  his  Hand.  But  fhis 
Sampfon  had  his  Miftrefles,  and  grew  weak ;  amongft 
other  Extravagancies,  they  relate,  that  he  exhaufted 
all  his  Treafures  in  building  a  Tower  of  precious 
Stones  to  honour  the  Memory  of  a  Concubine }  and 
that  he  filled  a  Pool  with  Wine,  for  him  and  three 
thoufand  young  Men  to  bathe  in,  after  a  Lafciyious 
manner.  Thefe  Excefies,  and  many  other  Abomi¬ 
nations  prevail’d  with  thewifeftof  his  Court  to  offer 
him  fome  Advice,  according  to  the  Cuftom,  but  he 
put  them  to  death;  yea,  and  he  Imprifoned  one  of 
the  Kings  of  the  Empire,  who  endeavour'd  to  divert 
him  from  thefe  Diforders :  At  length  he  committed 
a  Fad  that  confummated  the  deftrudion  of  himfelf 
and  all  his  Family. 

One  day,  in  the  heat  of  his  Debaucheries  and  Jol- 
-  lity,  complaining  that  Life  was  too  fhort,  I  fhould  be 
content ,  fays  he  to  the  Queen  whom  he  doted  on,  if 
I  could  make  you  eternally  happy  ;  but  in  a  few  Tears,  nay , 
in  a  few  Days  per  adventure  Death  will,  in  fpight  of  us,  put 
an  endtto  our  pleafures ;  and  ad  my  Vower  will  not  fufjicc  to 
give  you  a  Life  longer  than  that  which  the  lowefi  of  my 
Subjects  hopes  to  have ;  this  thought  continually  troubles 
my  Spirit ,  and  difperfes  over  my  Heart  a  bitternefs  that 
hinders  me  from  relijhing  the  fweetnefs  of  Life :  Why  can¬ 
not  I  make  you  reign  for  ever  ?  And  feeing  there  are  Stars 
that  never  ceaje  fining,  mufiyou  needs  bejubjecl  to  death? 
you  that  fine  more  bright  upon  Earth,  than  all  the  Stars 
do.in  Heaven, 

fl’is  true.  My  Lord,  faith  this  foolifh  Princefs,  that  you 
cannot  make  your  Life  eternal, -but  it  depends  cm  you  to  for¬ 
get  the  brevity  of  it,  and  to  live  'as  the  you  fould  never 
die 
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lie :  Moat  need  have  we  of  the  Sun  and  Mom  to  meafure 
the  duration  of  our  Life  ?  The  Morning-Star  that  rifes  every 
Morning,  and  the  Night  that  comes  every  Evening,  do  con¬ 
tinually  put  m  in  mind  of  the  beginning  and  end  of  our  days  j 
is  thoje  begin  and  end,  fo  do  ours  that  are  begun,  advance 
mtb  precipitation,  and  willjpeedily  be  at  an  end. 

Come,  come,  Sir,  let  us  no  longer  caft  our  Eyes  uptn  thefe 
Globes  that  roll  over  oar  Heads :  Have  you  a  mind  once 
for  all  to  cure  your  Imagination  ?  Build  your  felf  a  new 
Heaverf,  ever  enlighten  d,  always  ferene,  always  favour- 
dole  to  your  defires ;  where  we  fall  perceive  not  the  leaf 
footfiep  if  the  inftability  f  humane  things.  You  may  eafi - 
i )  do  it,  by  ereUing  a  great  and  magnificent  Palace,  firnt 
up  on  all  fidesfrom  the  light  of  the  Sun ;  you  may  hang  up 
all  around  magnificent  Lanthorns,  whofe  confthnt  fplendor 
mil  be  preferrable  to  that  of  the  Sun. 

Cauje  to  be  tranfported  thither  whatfoever  is  capable  of 
contributing  to  your  pleafure ;  and  for  fear  of  being  one  mo- 
mnt  Jifiraffed  by  them,  break  off  all  correfpondencewith  o- 
tkr  Creatures.  We  will  both  of  us  enter  into  this  new 
World  that  you  fliall  create :  I  will  be  to  you  in  lieu  of  all 
things ;  you  alme  will  there  yield  me  more  pleafure  than 
all  the  old  World  can  offer ;  yea,  Nature  it  felf,  that  will 
k  renewed  for  our  fakes,  will  render  us  more  happy  than 
the  Gods  are  in  Heaven.  ’ Tis  there  that  we  will  forget  the 
vkifftttide  of-  Days  and  Nights ;  Time  fall  be  no  more  in 
rtfpeB  of  us ;  no  more  incumbrance,  no  more  Jhadow,  no 
more  clouds  nor  change  in  Life ;  And  provided,  My  Lord, 
that  you  on  your  part  will  be  always  confiant,  always 
fafionate,  my  felicity  will  feem  to  me  unalterable,  and  your 
haffmefs  will  be  eternal. 

The  Emperor,  whether  it  was  that  he  thought  he 
could  deceive  himfelf,  or  whether  he  had  a  mind  to 
pleafe  the  Queen,  I  cannot  tell  $  but  he  caufed  this 
indented  Caftle  to  be  built,  and  there  immured  her 
and  himfelf.  There  he  paft  feveral  Months  immerfed 
in  Delights,  and  wholly  taken  up  with  his  new  Life; 
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but  the  People  not  being  able  to  endure  fuch  E'tcefs, 
obliged  one  of  the  wifeit  Kings  of  the  Empire  to  de¬ 
clare  againft  him. 

So  foon  as  the  Emperor  had  notice  of  the  Confpi, 
racy.,  he  appear’d  prefently  in  the  old  World,  which, 
whether  he  would  or  no,  Ituck  more  to  his  Heart  than 
the  new :  He  appears  at  the  Head  of  an  Arm  to  pu- 
nifh  this  Rebel ;  but  feeing  himfelf  abandon’d  by  the 
People, whom  he  had  fofoolilhly  deferred,  he  thought 
it  his  wifeft  courfe  to  abdicate,  and  betake  himfelf  to 
flight.  During  the  three  remaining  Y ears  of  his  Life, 
he  wander’d  from  Province  to  Province  incognito  in  a 
poor  condition,  always  in  danger  of  being  difcover- 
ed,  as  if  God  by  this  difquiet  and  continual  agita¬ 
tion,  had  a  mind  to  punifh  him  for  that  foft  and  ef¬ 
feminate  Repofe,  wherein  he  thought  to  have  found 
eonftant  Delights  and  eternal  Felicity.  In  the  mean 
time  they  deftroy’d  his  Palaces,  and  to  preferve  the 
Memory  of  fuch  an  unworthy  Aftion  to  Pofterity, 
they  hung  up  Lan  thorns  in  every  quarter  of  the  City. 
This  Cuftom  became  Anniverfary,andfince  that  time 
a  confiderable  Fefti  val  in  the  whole  Empire  j  it  is  fo- 
lemniz’d  at  Hamcheu  with  more  magnificence  than 
any  where  eife ;  And  the  report  goes,  that  the  Illu¬ 
minations  there  are  fo  fplendid,that  an  Emperor  once 
not  daring  openly  to  leave  his  Court  to  go  thither, 
committed  himfelf,  with  the  Queen,  and  feveral 
PrincelTes  of  his  Family,  into  the  hand  of  a  Magi¬ 
cian,  who  promifed  him  to  tranfport  them  thither 
in  a  trice.  He  made  them  in  the  Might  to  afcend 
magnificent  Thrones  that  were  born  up  by  Swans, 
which  in  a  momenc  arriv’d  at  Hamcheu. 

The  Emperor  faw  at  his  leifure  all  the  Solemnity, 
being  carried  upon  a  Cloud,  that  hover’d  over  the 
City,  and  defcended  by  degrees ;  and  came  back  a- 
gain  with  the  fame  fpeed  and  Equipage,  no  body  at 
Court  perceiving  his  abfence.  This  is  not  the  firft 
Fable 
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Fable  the  Chinefe  have  told ;  they  have  Stories  upon 
every  thing,  for  they  are  Superditious  to  excefs.  And 
in  point  of  Magick,  be  it  feign’d'  or  true,  there  is  no 
People  in  the  World  that  have  come  near  them. 

However  that  be,  certain  it  is,  that  they  take  huge 
delight  in  publick  Illuminations ;  and  one  of  their 
Kings,  who  for  his  good  Qualities  was  become  the 
darling  of  the  People,  once  thought  he  could  not 
better  demonftrate  to  them  his  reciprocal  Affe&ion, 
than  by  inventing  for  their  fakes  fuch  like  Feafts.  So 
that  once  a  Year,  for  eight  Nights  one  after  another, 
he  open’d  his  Palace,  which  they  took  care  to  illumi¬ 
nate  by  abundance  of  Lanthorns  and  Fireworks.  He 
appear’d  in  Perfon  without  any  Guards,  and  mix’d 
in  the  middle  of  the  Crowd,  not  fuffering  them  to 
diftinguifh  him  from  others,  to  the  end  that  every 
one  might  enjoy  the  liberty  of  fpeaking,  playing,  and 
hearing  divers  Conforts  of  Mufick  there  perform’d. 

This  Aftion  hath  render’d  the  Prince  renown’d  in 
theCi&iwe/eHiftoryj  but  what  would  they  havefaid  if 
they  had  chanc’d  to  be  in  the  Apartment  of  Verfailes, 
where  the  beft  and  moft  potent  of  Kings  fo  often  af- 
fembles  all  the  innocent  Pleafures  that  Chriftianity  al¬ 
lows,  to  make  his  Court,  if  poffible,as  happy  as  him- 
felf;  if  they.did  but  behold  thofe  Illuminations, thofe 
Conforts, thofe  Sports, thofe  magnificent  Banquets, and 
thePrincehimfelf  driving  to  mix  with  the  Multitude ; 
pay,  and  would  be  unknown,  were  he  not  diftin- 
guilh’d  by  an  Air  of  Grandeur,  independant  on  his 
Dignity,  whereof  he  cannot  dived  himfelf. 

Since  I  am  fpeaking,  Madam,  of  the  Magnificence 
of  the  Chinefe,  I  cannot,  without  being  wanting  in  a 
material  point, pafs  over  in  filencewhat  relates  to  their 
Emperors, who  never  appear  in  Publick,  but  as  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Deities*  environ’d  with  all  the  Splendor  that  may  t 
attraft  the  refpeft  and  veneration  of  the  People.  Here- ' 
tofore  they  rarely  fhew’d  themfelves;  but  the  Tartars, 
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who  reign  at  prefent,are  much  more  popular,  and  the 
late  King  did  not  (land  fo  much  upon  nice  pun&ilio’s, 
The  prefent  Emperor  in  that,  as  well  as  in  all  things 
elfe,  obferves  a  Medium,  which  contents  his  own 
Nation,  without  totally  difpleafing  thsChinefe.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  as  moderate  as  he  is,  in  comparifonof  the 
Ancients,  one  may  boldly  fay,  he  never  marches  but 
at  the  head,  or  in  the  midft  of  an  Army. 

At  fuch  time  he  is  accompanied  with  all  the  Lords 
of  the  Court :  There  is  nothing  but  Silks,  Gildings, 
and  precious  Stones,  every  thing  there  is  fplendid.and 
pompous;  the  Arms,  the  Horfes  Harnefs,  the  Urn- 
brello’s,  the  Streamers,  and  a  thoufand  other  Badges 
of  Royal  Dignity,  or  of  the  particular  Quality  of  e- 
very  Prince,  every  where  fparkles  at  that  time.  In 
a  word,  there  is  nothing  more  regular  on  thefe  Oc¬ 
currences  than  this  Crowd  ;  every  one  knows  his! 
refpedtive  Rank  ;  and  the  Head  of  that  Man,  or  at 
lead  his  Fortune,  lies  at  (lake,  who  Ihall  prefume  in- 
difcreetly  to  difcompofe  the  order  of  the  March. 

When  he  takes  a  Progrefs  to  vifit  the  Provinces  of 
the  Empire,  he  goes  commonly  Pod,  followed  by  a 
few  Guards, and  fome  trudy  Officers ;  but  in  all  the 
Cities  upon  the  Road,  and  in  all  the  difficult  Pafla- 
ges,  there  are  fo  many  Troops  drawn  us  into  Battalia, 
that  he  feems  to  ride  Pod  crofs  an  Army. 

He  goes  fometimes  into  Tart  ary  to  take  the  divertife- 
ment  of  Hunting, but  yet  always  accompanied  as  ifhe 
went  to  the  Ccnquefl  of  fome  new  Empire.  He  carries 
along  with  him  no  lefs  than  forty  thoufand  Men, who 
endure  a  great  deal  of  Hard/hip,  whether  th  zWeathet 
be  hot  or  cold,  becaufe  they  encamp  in  a  very  incon¬ 
venient  manner ;  nay, and  it  fometimes  happens,  that 
in  one  of  thefe  toilfome  Huntings  there  die  more  Hor¬ 
fes  than  he  would  lofein  a  pitch’d  Battel ;  but  he  counts 
the  dedruftion  of  ten  thoufand  Horfes  as  nothing. 

The  Fathers  that  accompany  him  thither  fay, that 
nevet 
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never  does  his  Magnificence  more  difplay  it  felf  chan 
upon  this  occafion ;  there  he  fees  fometimes  thirty  or 
forty  petty  Tartar  Kings,  that  come  to  addrefs  him, 
or  pay  him  Tribute ;  yea,  there^ie  fome  of  them  that 
bear  the  Name  of  Ham  or  Cham,  that  is  to  fay,  Empe¬ 
ror  ;  they  are  all  of  them  juft  as  the  Mandarins  of  the 
firft  Order,  his  Penfioners  j  he  gives  them  his  Daugh- 

«rs  in  Marriage ;  and  to  make  them  the  more  lure 
his  Intereft,  he  declares  himfelf  their  Proteftor 
againft  all  the  Weftern  Tartars,  who  often  annoy 
them ;  nay,  and  have  fometimes  Forces  enough  to 
attack  China  it  felf  with  fome  face  of  good  Succefs. 

Whilft  the  crowd  of  thefe  petty  Sovereigns  appears 
in  the  Emperor’s  Camp,  the  Court  is  wonderful 
fumptuous,  and  to  the  end  he  may  poffefs  thefe  Bar¬ 
barians  with  fome  Idea  of  the  Power  of  China,  the 
Train,  Habits,  and  Tents  of  the  Mandarins  are  rich 
and  glorious,  even  to  excefs.  This  is  what  the  Mif- 
lionaries,  who  have  been  witnefs  of  the  fame,  do  re¬ 
port;  and  I  fuppofe  we  may  give  credit  to  their  Re¬ 
lations,  not  only  becaufe  they  all  unanimoufly  agree 
in  this  Matter,  but  alfo  becaufe  what  they  fay  does 
altogether  comport  with  the  Genius  of  the  Ch'meje. 

That  which  the  Relation  of  Father  Magalheris, 
newly  tranflated  with  learned  and  ufeful  Notes,  fays, 
concerning  the  pompous  March  of  the  Emperor, 
when  he  goes  to  the  Temple  to  offer  Sacrifices  to 
Heaven,  hath  fomething-odd  in  it,  and  defer ves  here 
to  be  repeated ;  and  fo  much  the  more,  becaufe  thefe 
things  are  neither  falfe  nor  magnified  ;  for  the  Or¬ 
ders  obferv’d  in  Publick  Ceremonies  is  known  to  eve¬ 
ry  body  to  be  fo  regular,  that  the  very  Emperor  dares 
not  add  or  diminim  the  leaft  Article. 

This  pompous  Ceremony  begins  with  twenty  four 
Trumpets,  adorn’d  with  golden  Coronets;  with  24 
Drums  rank’d  each  of  them  into  two  Files ;  24  Men 
arm’d  with  Truncheons  varnilh’d  and  gilt,  6  or  8  Foot 
long, 
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long,  follow  them  in  the  fame  order  and  rank ;  after 
that  follow  ioo  Soldiers  bearing  noble  Halbards, 
armed  with  a  Semicircle  of  Iron,  in  form  of  a  Cref- 
fant,  follow’d  witbioo  Serjeants  at  Mace,  and  two 
Officers  whofe  Pikes  are  painted  with  red  Varnilh  in 
different  places,  with  Flowers  and  golden  Figures. 

Next  after  this  firft  File  is  born  400  curioufly 
wrought  Lanthorns,4oo  Flamboysofagilded  Wood 
that  flame  like  our  Torches,  200  Lances  charg’d  will 
huge  Tufts  of  Silk,  24  Banners,  whereon  are  painted 
the  Signs  of  the  Zodiack,  and  y6  others  that  repre- 
fent  the  Celeflial  Conftellations :  There  is  to  be  feen 
moreover  200  Fans  with  Figures  of  Dragons,  and  ci¬ 
ther  Animals ;  24Umbrello’s  ftill  more  magnificent, 
and  a  Livery  Cupboard  born  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Palace,  whofe  Utenfils  are  of  Gold. 

All  this  does  immediately  precede  the  Emperor, 
who  at  laft  appears  on  Horfeback,  glorioufly  attir’d, 
furrounded  with  fix  white,  led  Horfes,  whofe  Harnefs 
is  cover’d  with  Gold  and  precious  Stones,  with  100 
Life-Guard  and  Pages  of  Honour ;  they  bear  up  be-! 
fore  him  an  Umbrello  that  fhades  him  and  the  Horfe, 
and  dazles  the  fight  with  all  the  Ornaments  that  Man 
could  poffibly  invent  to  enrich  it. 

The  Emperor  is  follow’d  by  all  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  by  the  Mandarins  of  the  firft  Order,  by  the 
Viceroys  and  principal  Lords  of  the  Court,  all  in  their 
Formalities :  Immediately,  after  comes  yoo  young 
Gentlemen  of  Quality  ,which  may  be  call’d  the  Band 
of  Gentlemen  Penfioners,  attended  by  1000  Foot¬ 
men,  array’d  in  Carnation  Silk,  border  d  with  Flow¬ 
ers,  ditch’d  with  little  Stars  in  Gold  and  Silver.  This 
is  properly  the  King’s  Houfliold. 

•This  Retinue  is  ftill  more  extraordinary  by  what 
follows,  than  by  what  went  before :  For  immediate¬ 
ly  56  Men  bear  an  open  Sedan  that  refembles  a  Tri¬ 
umphal  Chair,  120  Bearers  fupport  another  clofe  one, 
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fo  big,  that  one  would  take  it  for  an  intire  Aparmenr. 
Afterwards  there  appear  four  Chariots,  the  two  firlt' 
of  which  are  drawn  by  Elephants,  and  the  other  two 
by  Horfes.  Each  Sedan  and  Chariot  hath  a'Compa- 
ny  of  yo  Men  for  its  Guard :  The  Charioteers  are 
richly  apparell’d,  and  the  Elephants  as  well  as  the  . 
Horles,  are  cover’d  with  embroider’d  Houfings. 

Then  2cco  Mandarin  Officers,  and  2000  Officers 
of  the  Army,  all  moft  richly  cloath’d,  marching  in 
order,  and  according  to  their  Cuftom,  with  a  Gravi¬ 
ty  that  commands  refpeft,  bring  up  the  Rear  of  this 
ilately  Show.  It  is  not  needful  that  the. Court  fhould 
be  at  great  Charges  for  this  Pomp  $  and  as  foon  as 
ever  the  Emperor  is  pleas’d  to  go  offer  Sacrifice,  they 
always  are  in  a  readinefs  to  attend  him  in  this  order. 
Ido  not  know  that  in  our  Entertainments  and  folemn 
Feftivals,  we  have  any  thing  more  fplendid  and  mag¬ 
nificent. 

But  the  Emperor  of  China  never  appears  greater 
than  when  he  gives  Audience  to  foreign  Ambaffa- 
dors;  that  prodigious  number  of  Troops  who  are  at 
that  time  in  Arms,  that  incredible  number  of  Manda¬ 
rin!  in  their  Formalities,  diftinguilh’d  according  to 
their  rank  and  quality,  plac’d  in  order,  without  con- 
fnfion,  without  noile,  without  diftutbance,  in  fuch 
order  as  they  would  appear  in  the  Temples  of  their 
Gods ;  the  Minifters  of  State,  the  Lord  Chief  Jufti- 
ces  of  all  the  Sovereign  Courts,  the  petty  Kings,  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood,  the  Heirs  of  the  Crown, 
more  humble  before  this  Prince,  than  they  are  ex¬ 
alted  above  the'  People :  The  Emperor  himfelf  feat-  • 
ed  on  a  Throne,  who  beholds  proftrate  at  his  Feet 
all  this  Crowd  of  Adorers ;  all  this,  I  fay,  bears  an 
Air  of  Sovereignty  and  Grandeur  in  it,  that  is  to 
he  found  no  where  but  in  China,  whidh  Chriftian 
Humility  does  not  fo  much  as  permit  Kings  to  defire 
in  the  moft  glorious  Courts  of  Europe. 

N  I 
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I  fhould  never  make  an  end,  if  I  had  a  mind  to  de- 
fcend  to  all  the  particulars  of  the  publick  Ceremonies, 
where  the  Chinefe  difplay  all  their  Magnificence  ;  I 
fuppofe,  Madam,  I  havefpoken  enough  to  give  you 
a  juft  Idea  of  it ;  now  if  you  pleafe  to  permit  me,  in 
theclofeof  this  Letter,  to  add  what  I  think  of  it  my 
felf,  in  reference  to  France,  where  the  Riches  and  Am¬ 
bition  of  private  Perfons  have  carry ’d  ftatelinefs  to  an 
higher  pitch,  than  in  any  other  Realm  in  Europe ;  It 
feems  to  me  that  the  Cbinefe  do  almoft  ever  furpafs  us 
in  Common  and  Publick  Adfions,  by  a  more  glori¬ 
ous  and  fpecious  outfide  ;  but,  that  in  Domeftick 
things,  our  Apartments  are  incomparably  richer,  the 
Retinue  of  Perfons  of  Quality  more  decently  clo¬ 
thed,  tho’  not  fo  numerous,  the  Equipages  nro;e 
commodious,  the  Tables  better  ferv'd,  and  generally 
fpeaking,  the  Expence  more  conftant,  and  better  re¬ 
gulated.  I  am  with  a  moft  profound  Refpecft, 
Madam,  : 

Tour  most  humble 
and  mofi  obedient  Servant, 

L.J. 


LETTER  VI!. 

To  the  Jrcbbifbop  of  Rheims,  firjl  Beer 
of  France. 

Of  the  Language ,  Characters,  Bonks  and  Morali¬ 
ty  of  the  Chinefe. 

My  Lord, 

AFTER  having  had  the  honour  to  eptertain  your 
Grace  at  your  fpare  Flours,  concerning  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Cuftomsof  the  Empire  of  China,  1  believ’d  you 
would 
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would  not  take  it  amifs  to  fee  from  me  an  account 
of  whatrelatesco  their  Language,  Characters,  Books 
and  Morals. 

There  are  certain  Points  of  Hiftory  that  one  can¬ 
not  enter  upon  without  much  caution,  and  efpecially 
when  one  is  to  explain  them  to  fuch  a  Petfon  as 
your  felf,  whofe  particular  Character  it  is,  to  know 
exadly  and  mod  perfediy  whatever  you  ftudy,  to 
fatisfie  fuch  a  Mind,  there  is  requifite  an  Exadnefs 
and  Method,  which  the  freedom  and  loofenefs  of 
Difcourfe  will  not  admit  of 
I  well  know,  My  Lord,  that  it  is  difficult  to  add, 
upon  this  Subjed,  any  new  Knowledge  to  that  which 
hath  rendred  you  one  of  the  mod  knowing  Prelates 
of  the  Age ;  how  good  and  diffufive  foever  the  Mo¬ 
rality  of  China  may  be,  yet  are  they  but  the  faint 
Glimpfes  of  narrow  and  imperfed  Reafon,  which 
dilappear  as  foon  as  they  are  brought  near  thofe  Di¬ 
vine  Lights  that  Religion  difcovers  to  us,  and  where- 
into  you  have  fo  long  div’d  by  the  continual  reading 
of  Fathers,  Canons,  and  Counfels. 

Nevertheleis,  altho’  all  the  Philofophy  of  that  re- 
nown’d  Nation  be  not  able  to  inftrud  us,  yet  is  it 
worth  our  Enquiry  to  know,  to  what  pitch  of  Per¬ 
fection  it  heretofore  brought  Sciences,  and  that  too 
at  a  time  when  other  People  in  the  World  were  ei¬ 
ther  ignorant  or  barbarous.  Their  chief  Learning 
lies  in  their  writing  and  their  Language,  wherefore 
I  will  firft  fpeak  of  that :  What  I  have  obferv’d  molt 
remarkable  therein  is  this : 

The  Chinefe  Language  hath  no  Analogy  with  any 
of  thofe  that  are  in  vogue  in  the  World,  no  ' Affinity 
neither  in  the  Sound,  in  the  Pronunciation  of  the 
Words,  nor  yet  in  the  difpofing  and  ranging  of  the 
Conceptions.  Every  thing  is  myfterious  therein,  and 
Jou  will,  no  queftion,  ftand  amaz’d,  My  Lord,  to 
underhand  that  all  the  Words  of  it  may  be  learnt  in 
N  2'  two 
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two  hours,  altho'  there  is  requir’d  feveral  years  ftudy  5 
to  fpeak  it :  That  one  may  be  ready  to  read  all  the 
Books, and  to  underhand  them  perfectly,  without  ap¬ 
prehending  any  thing,  if  another  read  it  5  that  a  Do- 
dor  may  compofe  a  Book  with  all  the  elaboratenefs 
poffible,  and  this  very  fameDodor  may  not  knowe- 
nough  of  it  to  explain  himfelf  in  ordinary  Conver- 
fation.  That  a  Mute  inftruded  in  the  Charaders, 
might  with  his  Fingers,  without  Writing,  fpeak  as 
fall  as  his  Auditors  can  conveniently  hear  him.  In 
a  word,  that  the  felf-fame  Words  do  often  lignifie 
quite  different  things,  and  of  two  Perforis  that  lliall 
pronounce  them,  it  will  be  a  Complement  in  the 
Mouth  of  the  one,  and  foul  Language  in  the  Mouth 
of  the  other.  Thefe  Paradoxes,  how  furprifing  fo« 
ever  they  may  feem,  are  very  true  notwithftanding; 
and  your  Grace  will  grant  it,  if  you  pleafe  to  give 
yourfelf  never  fo  little  Trouble,  to  caff  your  Eyes 
upon  what  I  Ihall  write  to  you  about  it. 

This  Tongue  contains  no  more  than  550  Words, 
or  thereabouts,  all  of  one  Syllable,  or  at  leaf!  they 
feem  to  be  fo,  becaufe  they  pronounce  them  fo  fuc- 
cir.dly.that  a  Man  can  fcarce  diftinguifli  the  Sylla¬ 
bles:  Altho’  it  be  a  tedious  thing  to  read  the  whole 
Series  of  them,yet.fhall  I  defcribe  them  in  this  place, 
as  well  to  let  you  underffand  the  Tone,  as  . to  give 
you  the  fatisfadion  to  fee,  at  one  view,  compris’d  in 
,  one  (ingle  Page,  a  Language  fo  ancient,  fo  famous, 
and  I  may  fay,  fo  eloquent  as  this  is. 

Thefe  few  Words  would  not  be  fufficient  to  exprefs 
-a  Man’s  felf  aptly  upon  all  Subjeds,  to  fupply  Words 
for  Ai  ts  and  Sciences,  to  maintain  Eloquence  in  Dif- 
courfe,  or  in  Writing,  which  is  very  different  among 
the  Chmcfe,  if  they  had  not  an  Art  to  multiply  the 
Senfe,  without  multiplying  the  Words.  This  Art  chie¬ 
fly  confifts  in  the  Accents  they  give  them  ;  the  lame 
word  pronounc’d  with  a  ftronger  or  weaker  inflexi¬ 
on 
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on  of  the  voicej  hath  divers  fignifications;  fo  that  the 
Chinefe  Language  when  it  is  fpoken  exactly,  is  a  kind 
of  Mufick,and  contains  a  real  Harmony,  which  com- 
pofeth  the  Effence  and  particular  Character  of  it. 

There  are  y  Tones  that  are  apply’d  to  each  Word, 
according  to  the  fence  one  means  to  giveit.  The  ift.is 
an  uniform  pronunciation  wichout  lightning  or  falling 
the  Voice,  as  if  one  fliould  continue  for  fome  time  the 
l'irftNote  of  our-Mufick:  the  2d.  raifeth  the  Voice 
notably  higher;  the  ;d.  is  very  acute;  in  the  4th.  you 
defcend  all  on  the  fudden  to  a  graveTone;  in  the  yth. 
you  pafs  to  a  more  deep  Note,  if  I  may  prefume  fo 
to  exprefs  my  felf,  by  hollowing  and  framing  a  kind 
ofBafe.  It  is  very  hard  to  explain  my  meaning  here¬ 
in  any  other  way,  than  by  the  Language  it  felf. 

However  you  already  fee,  My  Lord,  that  by  this  di-  - 
verfity  of  Pronunciation,;;;  Words,  are  made  1 665-. 
befides,  one  may  pronounce  fmootbly,  or  afperate 
each  Word,  which  is  very  ufual,  and  does  fill  increafe  - 
the  Language  by  half  Sometimes  thefe  Monofyllables 
are  joyn’d  together,  as  we  put  our  Letters  together, 
thereby  to  compofe  different  Words :  Nay,  they  do 
more  than,  all  that,  for  fometimes  a  whole  Phrafe,  ac¬ 
cording  as  it  follows,  or  goes  before  another,  hath  a 
quite  different  fenfe ;  fo  it  plainly  appears  that  this 
Tongue,  fo  poor,  fo  feemingly  barren,  yet  for  all 
that  is  indeed  very  rich  and  copious  in  furnilhing  us 
with  variety  of  Words. 

But  thefe  Riches  coft  Foreigners  dear  to  come  by 
’em,  and  I  cannot  tell  whether  fome  Miflionaries had 
not  better  have  labour’d  in  the  Mines, than  to  have  ap¬ 
ply’d  themfe!  ves  for  feveral  years  to  this  Labour,oneof 
the  hardeit  and  moftdifbouraging  that  one  can  expe¬ 
rience  in  matter  of  ftudy.  I  cannot  apprehend  how 
any  one  can  have  other  thoughts ;  and  I  muft  confefs 
I  admir’d  to  read  the  new  relation  of  Father  Magalhen , 
that  chtCbinsfe  Language  is  eafier  than  the  Greek,  Latin , 
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and  all  the  Languages  in  Europe.  He  adds,  one  can¬ 
not  doubt  of  it,  if  it  be  confider’d  that  the  difficulty 
in  Tongues  proceeds  from  the  Memory ;  now  one 
hath  no  trouble  at  all  in  this,  that  hath  but  very  few 
Words  in  companion  of  others,  nay,  and  may  be 
learnt  in  a  days  rime. 

To  argue  as  this  Father  does,  Mufick  muft  coft  us 
but  an  hours  time,  fcven  Words,  and  feven  Tones  do 
not  much  burthen  the  Memory,  and  if  one  have 
but  a  Vpice  never  fo  little  flexible, one  would  think  it 
were  no  hard  matter  to  learn  them ;  neverthelefs, 
w  e  fee  by  daily  experience,  whofo  begins  at  ;o  or 
40  Years,  unlefs  he  have  a  more  than  ordinary  In¬ 
clination  for  Mufick,  fcarce  ever  learns  it  to  purpofe; 
nay,  and  after  much  application,  and  long  exercife, 
is  Itill  to  his  dying  day,  but  a  pitiful  Mufician.  How 
will  it  fare  with  a  Perfon  who  hath  6  Tones  to  com- 
tine  with  above  300  Words,  that  he  does  not  know 
by  the  writing,  which  he  mull  call  to  mind  extem¬ 
pore,  when  he  would  fpeak  fluently,  or  when  he  is  to 
diftinguiffi  in  another  Perfon  that  precipitates  his 
Words,  and  who  fcarce  obferves  the  Accent  and  par¬ 
ticular  Tone  of  each  Word  ? 

It  is  not  the  Memory  that  is  put  to  a  ftrefs  upon 
this  oecafion,  but  the  Imagination  and  Ear,  which 
in  fotne  certain  Perfons  never  diftinguiffi  one  Tone 
from  another ;  the  turn  of  the  Tongue  aifo  conduces 
infinitely  thereto ;  and  there  are  certain  Perfons  that 
have  Memory  fufficient  to  learn  a  Book  in  few 
Days,  who  will  tug  at  it  for  a  Month  together  to 
pronounce  only  one  Word,  and  all  -to  no  purpofe : 
How  happens  it,  that  let  him  take  what  oare  he 
will,  a  Man  has  never  a  good  Accent  in  our  Lan¬ 
guage,  when  he  is  born  in  certain  Provinces,  if  he 
lives  in  them  till  he  is  grown  up. 

Neverthelefs,  to  make  your  lelf  underftood  in  Chi- 
r,cfe}  you  muft  give  to  each  Word  its  peculiar  Accent ; 
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vary  but  never  fo  little,  and  you  fall  into  another 
Tone,  that  makes  a  rediculous  Counter-fenfe  ;  thus 
if  you  have  not  a  care,  you  may  call  a  Man  Beaft, 
when  you  mean  to  call  him  Sir,  becaufe  the  Word 
that  is  common  to  them  both,  hath  a  different  Senfe, 
only  by  the  different  Tone  they  give  it :  So  that  it 
is  properly  in  this  Language  that  one  may  fay  the 
Tone  is  all  in  all. 

This  is  that  alfo  that  makes  the  Chinefe  Tongue 
more  difficult  than  others.  When  a  Stranger  that 
hath  but  afmattering  intends  to  fpeak  French ,  if  he 
pronounce  fome  Words  but  never  fo  little  well,  we 
eafily  guefs  at  thofe  he  fpeaks  ill,  and  we  know  his 
meaning;  but  in  China  one  tingle  Word  badly  pro¬ 
nounc’d,  is  enough  to  render  the  whole  Phrafe  unin¬ 
telligible;  and  onePhrafe  at  the  beginning  that  is  not 
well  heard  and  underftood,hinders  the  underftanding 
of  what  follows.  So  when  one  chances  to  come  into 
a  Congregation,  where  they  have  already  begun  to 
fpeak  about  fome  Bufinefs,  one  flares  about  a  good 
while  without  underftanding,  till  fuch  time  as  by 
degrees  they  put  him  in  the  way,  and  till  he  gets 
hold  of  the  Thread  of  the  Difcourfe. 

Befides  what  I  have  been  faying,  this  Tongue  hath 
particular  Characters  that  dillinguifh  it  from  all  o- 
thers.  Firft  of  all  they  do  not  fpeak  as  they  write,  and 
the  molt  quaint  Difcourfe  is  barbarous,  harlh,  and  un- 
pleafant  when  printed.  If  you  would  write  well, you 
mult  ufe  more  proper  Terms,  more  noble  Expreffi- 
ons,  more  particular  Turns,  than  do  occur  in  com¬ 
mon  Difcourfe,  and  which  are  proper  only  for  Wri¬ 
ting,  the  Style  of  which  is  more  different  from  the 
common  Elocution,  than  our  obfcureft  Latin  Poets 
are  from  the  fmootheft  and  moft  natural  Profe. 

Secondly,  Eloquence  does  not  conlilt  in  a  certain 
difpolition  of  Periods,  fuch  as  Orators  affeft,  who,  to 
impofe  upon  the  Auditors,  fluff  it  fometimes  only 
N  4  with 
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with  Words,  bpqaufe  they  have  but  few  things  to  tell 
them.  The  Chmeje  are  eloquent  by  their  lively  Ex- 
prefficns,  noble  Meta  phors,  bold  and  fuccinCt  Com- 
parifons,  and  above  all,  by  abundance  of  Sentences 
and  PalTages  taken  from  the  Ancients, which  amongli 
them  are  of  great  moment :  They  deliver  a  great 
many  things  in  a  few  Words;  their  Style  isclofe  and 
myfterious,  obfcure  and  not  continu’d,  they  fel- 
dom  make  ufe  of  thofe  Particles  that  illuftrate  and 
connect  our  Difcouife.  They  feem  fometimes  to 
fpeak  not  to  be  underliood,  oftentimes  they  expeCt 
you  ftouid  underhand  feveral  things,  altho’  they  da 
not  mention  them ;  fo  much  Senfe  and  Thought  do 
they  inclcfe  in  a  few  Words. 

It  is  true,  this  Obfcurity  alraofl  quite  vaniflies  in 
refpeCtof  thofe  who  have  a  perfect  knowledge. in  the 
Characters ;  and  a  Learned  Man  that  reads  a  Work, 
is  feldom  miftaken  in  it,  but  in  fpeaking  one  is  often 
at  a  hand :  Arid  I  have  convert!  with  loroe  Doctors, 
who  to  underhand  one  another  in  familiar  Difcourfes, 
were  oblig'd  tp  defcribe  with  their  Finger  in  the  Air 
the  particular  Letter  thatexpreft  their  Words,  whofe 
Senfe  could  not  be  determin’d  by  the  Pronunciation. 

Thirdly, TheSound  of  the  Words  is  pretty  pleafing 
to  the  Ear,efpecially  in  the  Province  of Nankim, where 
the  Accent  is  more  correch  than  in  any  other  part ;  for 
there  many  pronounce  thedifferentTones  fo  fine  and 
delicately,  that  a  Stranger  hath -much  ado  to  perceive 
it.  Ikfides,  they  never  ufe  R,  whic(i  contributes  not  a 
little  to  mollifie  that  Language;  yet  mult  it  be  allow¬ 
ed  that  molt  pai  r  of  the  Chmeje,  that  pretend  to  fpeak 
correctly,  fpeak  very  Unmufically,  they  drawl  out 
their  Words  intollerably;  and  tho’  they  be  all  Monc- 
iyliables,  v.et  by  meer  extending  them ,  they  mak$ 
Words  Infinite  and  like  to  entire  Phrafes.  ’ 

They  have  moreover  a  Termination  which  often 
occurs,  which  weexprefs  commonly  by  a  double  // ; 
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the  Sound  comes  from  the  bottom  of  the  JJpera  .Arte- 1 
m,  fo  uncouth  and  unnatural,  that  that  alone  is  capa- 1 
ble  of  fpoiling  a  Language :  But  as  certain  forc’d  Af- 
perations  in  the  Caftilian  Tongue, do  notwirhftariding 
pleafe  the  Spaniards,  fo  the  Chinefe  are  perfuaded  that 
thefe  fame  gutturals  that  difpleafe  us, are  a  real  grace  j 
and  that  thefe  more  Mafculine  and  ftronger  Tones, 
gives  a  Body  to  their  Language,  without  which  it 
would  be  apt  to  degenerate  into  an  Effeminate  foft- 
nefs,  which  would  at  beft  have  no  Grace  but  in  the 
Mouth  of  Women  and  Children. 

Fourthly,  They  want  abundance  of  Sounds  which 
we  exprefs  by  our  Letters ;  for  Example,  they  do  not 
pronounce  A,b,d,o,r,x,z,,  after  the  fame  manner  as  we 
woin  France  •,  and  when  any  one  forces  them  to  pro¬ 
nounce  ’em,  they  always  make  fome  Alteration,  and 
[life  Sounds  that  in  their  Language  comes  the  neareft 
to  them,  never  being  able  almolt  to  exprefs  them  ex¬ 
actly.'  Which  prov’d  formerly  a  great  difficulty  for 
the  Chinefe  Priefts  in  confecrating  the  Hoft, who  could 
not  fay  Mafs  in  Latin  without  falling  into  a  ridicu¬ 
lous  Jargon.  Yet  there  was  fo  much  pains  taken  to 
frame  theirTongue,that  at  length  they  have  fucceed- A 
ed  to  admiration ;  fo  that  the  Latin  in  their  Mouth  is 
not  much  more  different  from  that  of  the  Tcrtagucfe, 
than  that  of  the  Tortuguefe  is  from  ours. 

All  that  I  have  been  faying,^  Lord, is  to  be  under-  , 
flood  of  the  Mandarin  Language,  thatiscurrantall  o- 
vertheEmpire,  which  isuniverfally  underftood every 
where ;  for  the  common  People  at  Fokien  befides  that, 
fpeak  a  particular  Tongue,  that  hath  no  affinity  with 
the  fame,  who  look  upon  it  in  China  as  we  dp  upon 
the  Bifcay  Language,  or  Basbetron  in  France. 

What  relates  to  the  China  Charader  is  no  lefs  lin¬ 
gular  than  their  Tongue ;  they  have  not  any  Alphabet 
as  we  ha vethac  contains  the  Elements,  and  as  it  were, 
the  Principles  of  Words  j  nay, they  panriot  fo  much  as 
com- 
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comprehend  how  we  are  able,  with  fofmall  anum. 
ber  of  Figures,  each  of  which  fignifies  nothing,  toex- 
$refs  upon  a  piece  of  Paper  all  our  Conceptions,  to 
compofe  fuch  an  infinite  Number  of  Books,  as  to 
flock  whole  Libraries.  This  Art  of  putting  Letters 
together,  to  compofe  Words  of  them,  to  combine 
them  both  into  a  prodigious  number  of  Senfes,  is  to 
them  an  hidden  Myftery,  and  that  which  is  fo  com¬ 
mon  amongft  other  Nations, never  obtain’d  among!} 
them,  either  thro’  the  little  Converfe  they  have  had 
with  other  neighbour  Nations,  or  thro’  the  fmall  ac¬ 
count  they  made  of  Foreign  Inventions. 

Inftead  of  Charafters,at  the  beginning  of  their  Mo¬ 
narchy  they  us'd  Hieroglyphicks ;  they  painted  rather 
than  wrota;  and  by  the  natural  Images  of  things, 
Which  they  drew  upon  Paper,  they  endeavour’d  toex- 
prefs  and  convey  their  Idea’s  to  others ;  fo  that  to 
write  a  Bird,  they  painted  its  Figure;  and  to  lignifiea 
Foreft,  they  reprefented  a  great  company  of  Trees; 
a  Circle  fignify’d  the  Sun,  and  a  Crefcent  the  Moon. 

This  fort  of  writing  was  not  only  imperfeft,  but 
very  inconvenient;  for  befides  that  one  expreft  his 
Thoughts  but  by  halves,  even  thofefew.that  wereex- 
preft,  were  never  perfectly  conceiv’d,  and  it  was  be¬ 
tides,  utterly  impolfible  to  avoid  miftakes :  Moreover, 
there  needed  whole  Volumes  to  exprefsa  few  things, 
-'becaufe  the  painting  took  up  a  great  deal  of  room.  In- 
.  iomuch  that  the  Chineje  by  little  and  little  chang'd 
their  writing,  and  compos’d  more  fimple  Figures, tho’ 
lefs  natural ;  they  likewife  invented  many  toexprefs 
fome  things  that  Painting  could  not  reprefent,  as  the 
.  Voic^  Smell,  the  Senfes,  Conceptions,  Paffions,  and 
aThoufand  other  Objects  that  have  neither  Body 
nor  Figure ;  of  feveral  fimple  Draughts,  they  after 
made  compound  ones;  and  at  this  rate  they  multipli¬ 
ed  their  Characters  ad  infinitum,  becaufe  they  deftin’J 
one  or  more  of  them  for  each  particular  Word. 
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This  abundance  of  Letters  is  in  my  opinion  the 
fource  of  the  Chinefe  Ignorance,  'becaufe  they  imploy 
all  their  days  in  this  ftudy,  and  have  no  leifure  fo 
much  as  to  think  of  other  Sciences,  fancying  them- 
felves  learn’d  enough  if  they  can  but  read.  However, 
the)'  are  far  from  undemanding  all  their  Letters :  It 
is  very  much,  if  after  feveral  years  indefatigable  ftu¬ 
dy,  they  are  able  to  underftand  1  y  or  20000.  The 
vulgar  fort  of  the  Learned  content  themfelves  with 
lefs ;  and  I  cannot  believe  that  there  was  ever  any 
Doctor  that  underftood  the  third  part ;  for  they  rec¬ 
kon  upward  of  24000. 

As  for  Strangers,  it  is  fcarce  credible  how  much 
this  ftudy  difgufts  them  ;  it  is  an  heavy  Crofs  to  be 
forc’d  all  a  Man’s  Life  long  (for  commonly  it  is  not 
too  long  for  it)  to  fluff  his  Head  with  this  horrible 
multitude  of  Figures,  and  to  be  always  occupied  in 
decyphering  imperfedt  Hieroglyphicks,  that  have  in 
a  manner  no  analogy  with  the  things  they  fignifie, 
here  is  not  the  leaf!:  Charm  in  this,  as  in  the  Science 
of  Europe,  which,  in  fatiguing,  do  not  ceafe  to  re- 
compence  the  weary  Mind  with  Delight.  It  is  ne- 
ceflary  in  China,  that  a  Man  may  not  be  difcourag’d, 
tofeek  out  morefublime  Motives,  to  excite  his  tir’d 
Inclination ;  to  make  a  Venue  of  a  Neceffity, 
and  to  pleafe  ones  felf  to  think,  that  this  ftudy, 
how  crabbed  and  ingrateful  foever  it  feems,  is  not 
fterile,  becaufe  it  is  a  fure  way  to  bring  Men  to  the . 
Knowledge  of  JefusChrift. 

'  It  is  that  way  whereby  we  make  our  felves  under¬ 
ftood  by  the  learned;  whereby  we  infinuate  our  felves 
into  their  Spirits,  and  thereby  prepare  them  for  the 
great  Truths  of  Chriftian  Religion;  there  is  not  that 
Perfon  to  whom  this  hope  of  preaching  the  Gofpel 
fuccefsfully,does  not  incourage  and  infpirit.  We  can¬ 
not  alfo  doubt,  but  that  our  Blefled  Lord  may  accom¬ 
pany  the  Effects  of  our  good  Will,  with  a  particular 
Bleffing; 
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Bleffing ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  Affiftance  from  above,  the  Miffio- 
naries  would  never  have  been  fo  great  Proficients  as 
to  make  fuch  a  progrefs  that  has  aftonifht  the  ableft 
Doctors  of  the  Empire. 

Amongft  thefe  Characters  there  are  fome  of  divers 
forts.  The  firft  are  almoft  out  of  ufe,  and  they  pre- 
ferve  them  only  out  of  veneration  to  Antiquity.  The 
fecond  not  fo  ancient  by  far,  take  place  only  in  Pub- 
lick  Infcriptions ;  when  there  is  occafion  for  them, 
they  confult  Books,  and  by  the  help  of  a  Dictionary, 
it  is  eafie  to  decypher  them.  The  third  much  more 
regular  and  fair,ferve  for  the  impreffion,  and  alfo  for 
the  ordinary  writing  ;  neverthelefs,  the  ftrokes  or 
draughts  of  them  being  very  exact  and  curious,  there 
needs  a  confiderable  time  to  write  them.  And  for 
that  reafon  they  have  contriv’d  a  fourth  kind  of  wri¬ 
ting,  the  ftrokes  whereof  being  more  joyn’d,  and 
lefs  diftinguifht  one  from  another,  facilitate  the  wri¬ 
ting  fafter;  for  that  reafon  they  are  call’d  voluble  Let¬ 
ters  :  Thefe  three  iaft  Characters  do  much  refemble 
one  another,  and  do  anfwer  to  our  Capital  Letters, 
to  the  primed  Letters,  and  ordinary  writing. 

Inftead  of  a  Pen  they  ufe  a  Pencil  held  in  the 
hand,  not  obliquely,  as  our  Painters,  but  direCtly,  as 
if  the  Paper  were  to  be  prickt.  The  Chinefes  always 
write  from  top  to  bottom,  and  begin  their  firft  Let¬ 
ter  where  ours  ends ;  fo  that  to  read  their  Books,  the 
laftPage  mull  firft  be  fought  for,  which  with  them  is 
the  beginning :  Their  Paper  being  very  thin,  and 
almoft  tranfparent,  they  are  fain  to  double  it, for  fear 
left  the  Letters  do  run  one  into  another  when  they 
write  on  the  back-fide  :  But  thefe  doubled  Leaves 
aieloeven,  that  one  can  hardly  perceive  it. 

To  write  a  bad  Hand,  was  never  in  China,  as  for¬ 
merly  in  France,  a  fign  of  Nobility ;  every  Body  is 
ambitious  to  write  fair;  and  before  one  ftands  Can¬ 
didate 
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didate  to  be  admitted  to  the  firft  degree  of  Learning, 
he  muft  give  a  Specimen  of  hi's  fair  Hand.  A  Letter 
ill  cut  in  a  Compofition,  in  a  Work,  in  a  Petition, 
is  a  coniiderable  fault  ;  and  becaufe  one  ftroke  often 
alters  the  whole  Senfe,  there  needs  no  more  to  make 
one,  upon  Examination,  to  lofe  the  Degree  of  Do- 
dor,  and  confequently  to  ruin  his  Fortune.  So  that 
all  the  Mandarins  write  fair,  and  the  Emperor  excels 
in  that,  as  in  all  other  things. 

Printing,  which  is  but  an  Art  in  its  infancy  in  Eu- 
refe,  hath  been,  from  all  Antiquity  in  ufe  in  China ; 
however,  it  is  fomething  different  from  ours  j  as  we 
have  but  few  Letters,  from  which  we  can  compofe 
huge  Volumes,  by  putting  them  together,  few  Cha- 
raders  fuffice,  becaufe  thofe  that  have  ferv’d  for  the 
firft  Leaf,  are  ftill  employ’d  for  all  the  others.  The 
prodigious  number  of  China  Characters  hinder  you 
fromufing  this  way,exceptonly  infome  ReftriCtions 
that  concern  the  Palace,  and  Title-pages,  into  which 
few  Letters  can  come  in  :  On  all  other  occafions, 
they  find  it  more  eafie  to  engrave  their  Letters  upon 
Wooden  Boards,  and  the  Charge  is  much  lefs. 

This  is  the  way  they  go  to  work.  He  who  in¬ 
tends  to  print  a  Book,  gets  it  fair  written  over  by  a 
Mafter-Scribe,  the  Engraver  glews  each  Leaf  upon 
an  even  finooth  Table,  and  then  the  Draughts  with 
the  Graving-Tool  are  done  fo  exactly,  that  the  Cha¬ 
racters  have  a  perfect  refemblance  with  the  Origi¬ 
nal;  fo  that  the  Impreflion  is  good  or  bad,  accord¬ 
ing  as  a  good  or  bad  Scribe  hath  been  employed  f 
this. Skill  of  the  Gravers  is  fo  great,  that  one  cannoc 
diftinguifh  that  which  is  imprinted  from  what  was 
written  by  the  Hand,  when  they  have  made  ufe  of 
the  fame  Paper  and  Ink. 

It  muft  be  confeft  that  this  fortof  Printingis  fome- 
what  incommodious, inafmuch  as  the  Boards  muft  be 
multiply’d  as  much  as  the  Leaves,  fo  that  an  indiffe¬ 
rent 
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rent  big  Chamber  will  not  fuffice  to  contain  all  the 
little  Tables,  that  ferv’d  for  the  Impreffion  of  a  large 
Volume ;  yet  when  the  engraving  is  finifht,  one  is  not 
oblig’d  at  die  fame  time  to  draw  off  all  the  Copies, 
by  running  a  venture  of  not  felling  above  half,  and 
ruin  his  Eftate  by  a  needlefs  Charge.  The  Clmft 
print  their  Leaves  according  as  they  put  them  off; 
and  the  wooden  Plates,  which  they  eafily  run  over 
again,  after  they  have  drawn  off  2  or  ;oo  Copies, 
ferve  for  many  other  different  Impreflions.  Belides 
that,  they  have  no  occafion  for  a  Corrector  of  the 
Preis ;  for  provided  that  the  Leaf  be  exadlly  written, 
it  is  very  rare  that  the  Engraver  makes  any  Faults, 
which  is  none  of  the  leaft  Advantages. 

The  Paper  of  China  feems  fo  fine,  that  they  ima¬ 
gin’d  in  France  that  it  was  of  Silk  or  Cotton ;  but 
Cotton  is  not  fo  proper  for  that  purpofe  as  People 
imagine ;  and  the  Artificers  have  allur’d  me,  that 
the  little  threads  of  Silk  cannot  be  beat  fmall  enough 
to  compofe  an  uniform  Pafte,  fuch  as  is  requifite  for 
the  Leaves.  All  the  China  Paper  is  made  of  the  Bark 
or  inward  Rind  of  Bamhou ;  it  is  a  Tree,  more  even, 
thicker,  ftraiter,  and  ftronger  than  the  Elder ;  They 
throw  away  the  firff  Rind,  as  too  hard  and  thick; 
the  undermoft,  as  being  whiter,  fofter,  pounded 
with  fair  Water,  ferves  for  the  Matter  whereof  they 
compofe  Paper,  which  they  rake  up  with  Frames  or 
Moulds, as  long  and  broad  as  they  think  fit,  as  we  do 
here :  There  are  Leaves  of  10'  or  12  Foot  long ;  an,d 
the  Paper  of  the  Leaves  is  as  white,  and  much  more 
even  and  fmoother  than  ours. 

Inftead  of  Glew,  they  pafs  Alom  upon  it,  which 
does  not  only  hinder  it  from  finking,  but  renders  it 
alfo  fo  fhining,  that  it  appears  as  wafht  over  with 
Silver,  or  impregnate  with  Vernifli :  It  is  extream 
fmooth  under  the  Pen,  but  efpecially  under  the  Pen¬ 
cil,  that  requires  an  even  Ground ;  for  if  it  be  rugged 
'  and 
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and  knotty,  like  our  Paper,  the  little  Threads  fepa- 
rate,  and  the  Letters  are  never  well  terminated.  ' 
Yet  for  all  that,  the  China  Paper  is  not  lafting,  it, 
is  fubjeft  to  fret ;  any  Moifture  or  Dull  flicks  to  it  ; 
and  by  reafon  of  its  being  made  of  the  Bark  of  a 
Tree,  Worms  infallibly  breed  in  it,  if  care  be  not  ta¬ 
ken  to  beat  the  Books  now  and  then,  andexpole’em 
to  the  Sun.  So  that  they  cannot  preferve  in  China, 
as  we  do  in  Europe,  ancient  Manufcripts ;  and  they 
“continually  renew  the  Libraries,  which  are  therefore'' 
only  ancient,  becaufe  they  coniift  of  Authentick 
Copies  of  ancient  Originals. 

Since  I  have  told  your  Grace  all  things  that  con¬ 
cern  the  Books  and  Printings  of  China,  I  hope  you 
will  not  take  it  amifs,  if  I  fpeak  a  word  or  two  con¬ 
cerning  the  particular  quality  of  their  Ink :  It  is  moft 
excellent ;  and  they  have  hitherto  vainly  try’d  in 
France  to  imitate  it;  that  of  Nankim  is  moft  fet  by  : 
And  there  be  Sticks  made  of  it  fo  very  curious,  and 
of  fuch  a  fweet  Scent,  that  one.  would  be  tempted 
to  keep  fome  of  them,  tho*  they  fliould  be  of  no 
life  at  all. 

I  fay  Sticks  of  Ink,  for  it  is  not  a  Liquor  like 
ours;  itisfolid,  and  refembles  our  Mineral  Colours, 
tho’  lighter  by  far :  They  make  it  into  all  Figures ; 
the  more  ufual  are  four-fquare,  but  not  fo  broad  as 
long,  about  half  an  Inch  thick.  There  are  fome 
of  them  gilded  with  figures  of  Dragons,  Birds,  and 
Flowers;  they  contrive  for  that  purpofe  pretty 
Moulds  of  Wood,  fo  curioufly  wrought,  that  one 
would  have  much  ado  to  make  any  thing  more  com- 
pieat  upon  Metal. 

When  one  lias  a  mind  to  write,  they  have  a  little 
polifhc  Marble  upon  the  Table,  made  hollow  at  the 
end,  proper  to  hold  Water ;  they  infufe  one  end  of 

I  he  Stick  therein,  which  they  rub  gently  upon  the 
mooth  part  of  ;the  Marble;  and  in  a  Moment,  ac¬ 
cording 
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Cording  as  they  rub,  there  is  produc’d  a  Liquor,  more 
or  lefs  black,  wherein  they  dip  the  Point'of  the  Pen¬ 
cil  to  write  with.  This  Ink  is  ihining,  extream  black, 
and  altho’  it  finks  when  the  Paper  is  fo  fine,  yet 
does  it  never  extend  further  than  the  Pencil,  fo  that 
the  Letters  are  exaftly  terminated,  how  grofs  foever 
the  Strokes  be. 

It  hath  moreover  another  quality,  that  makes  it 
admirable  good  for  defignirig,  that  is,  it  admits  of 
all  the  Diminutions  one  can  give  it ;  and  there  are 
many  things  that  cannot  be  reprefented  to  the  Life 
without  ufing  this  Colour.  In  a  word,  it  is  not  fo' 
difficult  to  be  made  as  People  imagine  ;  altho’  the 
Chivefe  ufe  Lamp-black,  drawn  from  divers  Matters, 
yet  the  bed  is  made  of  Hogs-greafe  burnt  in  a  Lamp : 
They  mix  a  fort  of  Oil  with  it,  to  make  it  fweeter, 
and  pleafant  Odours  to  fupprefs  the  ill  fmell  of  the 
Greafe  and  Oil.  ,  After  having  reduc’d  it  to  a  Con¬ 
fidence,  they  make  of  the  Pade  little  Lozenges, 
which  they  cad  in  a  Mould  ;  it  is  at  fird  very  hea¬ 
vy,  but  when  it  is  very  hard,  it  is  notfo  weight)! 
by  half,  and  that  which  they  give  for  a  Pound, 
weighs  not  above  eight  or  ten  Ounces. 

The  binding  of  Books  in  China  is  likewife  vet)' 
pretty  and  curious,  tho’it  comes  much  Ihort  of  ours: 
They  don’t  gild  upon  the  Edges,  nor  fo  much  as  co¬ 
lour  them.  The  ordinary  Books  are  cover’d  with  a 
grey  Padboard,  handfom  enough.  They  bind  others 
according  as  they  pleafe  ;  in  a  fine  Sattin,  or  a  kind 
of  flower'd  Taffaty,  that  is  very  cheap,  and  is  com¬ 
monly  made  on  purpofe  for  this  ufe.  _I  have  feen 
fome  cover’d  with  rich  Silk,  flower’d  with  Gold  and 
Silver ;  the  Form  is  always  the  fame,  but  they  ait 
at  cod,  according  to  the  Matter  they  are  willing  to 
employ.  I  Ihould  never  have  prefum’d.  My  La?> 
totakejthe  liberty  to  fet  down  all  thefe  minute  Cir- 
cumdances,  if  I  were  not  peifwaded,  that  a  lieu; 

Account 
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Account  is  not  always  difagreeable  to  Learned  Men, 
who,  like  you,  are  acquainted  before-hand  with 
the  mod  eflential  Matters.  But  I  now  prefent  you 
with  fomething  more  folid,  which,  without  doubt, 
you  may  have  read  ;  but  I  add  it  in  this  place  brief¬ 
ly,  only  to  refrefh  your  Memory. 

The  fird  Hiftory  that  was  in  the  World,  was, 
without  all  Controverfie  the  Book  of  Gmjis  ;  but  it 
mud  be  granted,  that  of  all  the  Books  that  have 
reach’d  our  Knowledge,  thofe  of  China  are  the  firft 
that  have  been  publiih’d :  They  name  them  by  way 
of  Excellence,  Tbv five  Volumes)  and  the  Chinefe  hold 
nothing  more  facred  than  the  Doctrine  therein 
taught.  It  is  about  Four  thoufand  three  hundred 
Years  fince  the  Emperor  Hoamti,  after  he  had  inven¬ 
ted  the  Characters,  compofed  Treat'es  of  Aftrono- 
my,  Arithmetick,  and  Medicine. 

Near  upon  Three  hundred  Years  after,  they  made 
a  Collection  of  all  the  Ordinances,  and  writ  the  Hi¬ 
ftory  of  King  Tao,  a  Prince  recommendable  for  his 
Piety,  Prudence,  and  the  mighty  Care  he  took  to 
eftablifh  a  Model  of  Government  in  the  State.  Chun 
and  IjH  his  SuccelTots,  were  no  lefs  famous ;  they  re¬ 
gulated  the  Ceremonies  of  the  Sacrifice,  that  they 
were  bound  to  offer  to  the  fupream  Matter  of  Hea- 
ven,  and  to  the  inferiour  Spirits  that  prefided  over 
Rivers  and  Mountains;  they  divided  the  Empire  in-’ 
0 Provinces;  they  fixt  their  differentSituation  with  ' 
refpe-ct  to  the  Conftellations  of  Heaven ;  they  regu- 
ated  the  Taxes  that  the  People  were  to  pay  ;  they 
uade  feveral  other  Conftitutions  very  wholefome  and 
’roper  for  introducing  good  Manners,  and  very  ne- 
’dlary  for  the  Publick  Quiet.  All  thefe  things  were, 
‘Witten ;  and  whatever  thefe  three  Emperors  have 
eft  behind  them  to  Pofterity,  hath  been  always  con¬ 
fer  d  by  the  Chinefe  as.  Oracles. 

Neverthelefs,  becaufe  fome  things  ever  efcape  the 
O  notice 
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notice  of  the  firft  Laws The  Emperor’s  who  reign’d 
a  Thoufand  feven  hundred  feventy  fix  Years  before 
our  Saviour,  upon  mature  deliberation,  and  by  the 
prudent  Counfel  and  Advice  of  their  Minifters, 
thought  themfelves  oblig’d  to  make  an  Addition  of 
new  ones.  They  report  that  Caotfon,  a  Prince,  in 
y>hom  Piety  and  Zeal  in  Religion,  did  infinitely 
inhance  the  Noble  Qualities  he  had  receiv’d  from 
Nature,  favv  in  a  Dream  the  figure  of  a  Man  coming 
from  Heaven.  After  he  awoke,  the  Image  remain’d 
fo  lively  engraven  upon  his  Mind,  that  he  caufed 
him  to  be  fought  for,  and  found  him  at  length  a- 
mongft  the  Mafons.  •  So  foon  as  this  Man  apply’d 
himfelf  to  the  Government,  hefeem’d  to  be  in- 
fpir’d,  and  made  feveral  beneficial  Regulations,  that 
perfected  the  ancient  Ordinances,  which  were  again 
augmented  under  fucceeding  Reigns;  infomuch 
that  being  all  collected  together,  there  was  a  Bool 
compofed  of  them  which  the  Cfc 
*Thsfif  Book  neje  call  *  Chu-kim,.  which  amongll 
called  Chu-kim.  them  is  of  as  great  Authority,  in 
reference  to  the  Politick  State,  as 
Mj[cs  and  the  Prophets  are  amongft  the  Jews,  as 
to  what  concerns  the  Worfhip  of  God,  and  Form 
of  Religion. 

Tire  fecond  Book,  which  the  Chinefe  reverence  lot 
its  Antiquity,  is  a  long  continuation  and  feries  a 
Odes  and  Poems,  compos’d  untte 
f  The  fa,-, id  Book  the  Reigns  of  the  third  Race  h 
Chi-kim.  Where  are  deferib’d  the  Manners 
,  and  Cuftoms  of  the  petty  Kings  ot 
China,  who  govern’d  the  Provinces  under  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  jurifdi&ion.Cofl/k/Vtf  mentions  them  with  great 
marks  of  RefpeA ;  which  makes  us  incline  to  judge 
that  in  procefs  of  time  they  had  been  corrupted  by  2 
mixture  of  feveral  bad  Pieces ;  fince  feveral  things  ate 
found  in  them  very  ridiculous,  not  to  fay 
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There  he  treats  of  the  great  Art  of  Reigning,  of 
Mediocrity,  Vertues  and  Vices,  of  the  Nature  of 
Things,  and  of  common  Duties.  This  laft  Tome 
notwithftanding,  is  not  fo  much  the  Work  of  Confu¬ 
cius,  as  of  Mencius  his  Difciple,  whofe  Life  was  lefs 
regular  than  that  of  his  Mafter,  but  his  Stile  more 
eloquent  and  pleafant, 

Befides  thefe  nine  Books,  there  be  fome  others 
much  in  vogue,  as  theUniverfal  Hiftoryof  the  Em¬ 
pire,  the  truth  of  which  is  no  lefs  confirmed  in  Chi¬ 
na,  than  it  is  in  our  moft  noted  Hiftories  in  Europe. 
The  Books  that  treat  of  the  Education  of  Children, 
of  Obedience,  of  Loyalty,  are  aferib’d  to  Confucius. 
You  have  fome  which  difeourfe  of  Medicine,  Agri¬ 
culture,  Plants,  of  the  Military  Art,  of  Arts  Liberal 
and  Mechanick,  of  particular  Hiftories,  Aftronomy, 
Philofophy,  and  a  great  many  other  parts  of  Mathe- 
maticks.  In  fhort,  they  have  their  Romances,  Come¬ 
dies,  and  what  I  place  in  the  fame  rank, an  abundance 
of  Treaties  compofed  by  the  Bonze  s,  concerning  the 
Worihip  of  the  Deities  of  the  Country,  which  they 
alter,  diminifh,  and  increafe,  according  as  they  find 
it  neceiTary  to  inveigle  the  People,  and  fwell  their 
Revenues. 

Of  all  thefe  Books  they  have  Compiled  numerous 
libraries,  fome  whereof  were  compofed  of  above 
Forty  thoufand  Volumes ;  but  all  thefe  brave  Works 
that  Antiquity  took  fo  much  pains  to  bring  forth, 
which  private  Perfons  had  amalfed  with  fo  vaft  Ex- 
pcnces,  vvere  well-nigh  all  deftroyed  by  the  Tyran¬ 
nical  Order  of  one  Emperor.  Three  hundred  years, 
or  thereabouts,  after  the  death  of  Confucius,  chat  is 
to  fay, Two  hundred  Years  before  the  birth  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  the  Emperor  Chihoamti,  illuftrious  by  his  Valour 
arid  Military  Science,  of  which  he  was  Mailer  beyond 
all  his  Predeceffors ;  and  ftill  more  famous  for  the 
prodigious  Wall  he  caufed  to  be  built,  to  fecure  his 
Terri- 
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Territories  from  the  Irruptions  of  the  Tartars,  refolv’d 
to  extirpate  all  Sciences;  and  notfatisfied  with  putting 
a  great  number  of  Doftors  to  deaths  lie  order’d  his 
Subjects  upon  pain  of  death,,  to  fet  fire  on  all  the 
Books  in  the  Empire,  except  thofe  that  treated  of 
Agriculture,  Medicine,  and  Sorcery. 

This  Conflagration,  the  molt  remarkable  that  ever 
the  Republick  of  Letters  Buffer’d,  had  like  to  hive  ut¬ 
terly  ruin’d  the  Empire,  and  would  in  time  have  turn¬ 
ed  the  mod  polite  and  accomplilh'd  State,  into  the 
mod  barbarous  and  ignorant  Kingdom  in  the  World, 
if  after  the  Tyrant’s  death,  the  love  of  Sciences,  that 
began  to  revive  in  all  Men’s  breads,  had  not  in  fome 
meafure  repair’d  this  lofs. 

The  old  Men,  who  according  to  Cudom  had,  du¬ 
ring  their  Youth,  learn’d  almod  all  thefe  Books  by 
heart,  receiv’d  order  to  write  them  faithfully  over : 
they  found  fome  of  them  in  the  Tombs,  that  the 
mod  zealous  had  conceal’d,  to  which  they  gave  a 
Relurredion,  by  publiihing  them  in  another  Edition. 
Some  of  them  they  fetch’d  from  the  Graves,  and 
holes  of  Walls,  that  indeed  differ’d  great  Damage 
by  Moidure  and  Worms,  however  very  ferviceable 
to  thofe  who  labour’d  after  their  Redauration,  for 
what  was  defac’d  in  fome  was  entire  in  others. 

All  this  care  did  not  keep  the  new  Edition  from  de- 
feds  ;  there  remain  in  fome  places  d  veral  Breaks  ; 
and  there  h^th  been  inferted  into  others  fome  Pieces 
by  the  by,  that  were  not  in  the  Originals.  The  Cbi- 
»efe  themfelves  take  notice  of  thefe  Faults, and  of  fome 
others  of  lefs  moment;  but  they  are  fo  Superflitious 
in  preferving  v^hat  was  handed  down  to  them  from 
Antiquity,  that  they  even  pay  reverence  to  its  faults. 

I  Ihould  not,  M]  Lord,  afford  you  a  Light  diffufivc 
enough  into  the  Chinefe  Literature,  fhouid  I  notfpeak  . 
more  particularly  of  Confucius,  who  makes  the  princi¬ 
pal  Ornament  of  it.  He  is  the  mod  pure  Source  of  1 
O  3  their 
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their  Doftrine ;  he  is  their  Philofopher,  their  Law¬ 
giver,  their  Oracle ;  and  albeit  he  was  never  King, 
one  may  neverthelefs  avouch,  that  during  his  Life, 
he  govern’d  a  great  part  of  China,  and  that  he  hath 
had  fince  his  death  a  greater  (hare  than  any  one  in 
the  Adminiftratjon  of  the  Affairs  of  State,  by  the 
Maxims  that  he  hath  promulgated,  and  the  fair  Ex¬ 
amples  that  he  hath  exhibited  ;  fo  that  he  is  ftill  the 
Model  of  all  honeft  Men:  His  Life  hath  been  writ 
by  feveval  Perfons :  I  lhall  report  what  they  com¬ 
monly  fay  of  it. 

Ccnficins,  whom  the  Chinefe  name  Coum-tfe,.  was 
born  in  the  Province  of  Quantum ,  the  thirty  feventh 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  Kim,  four  hun¬ 
dred  fourfeore  and  three  Years  before  the  Incarnation 
of  our  Saviour;  the  death  of  his  Father  that  prece¬ 
ded  his  Birth,  made  them  call  himTcelfe,  which  fig- 
nifies  Child  of  Sorrow  ;  he  derived  his  Pedigree  from 
Tiny,  twenty  feventh  Emperor  of  the  fecond  Race : 
How  iiluftrious  foever  this  Family  might  be  by  a  long 
Series  of  Kings,  it  became  much  more  fo  by  the  Life 
of  this  great  Man  :  He  eclipfed  all  his  Anceftors,  but 
he  gave  his  Poflerity  a  luftre  that  fill  continues,after 
'  more  than  two  thoufand  Years.  China  acknowledges 
no  true  Nobility  but  in  this  Family,  mightily  refpect- 
ed  by  Sovereigns,  who  have  derived  from  thence  fas 
from  the  Source)  the  Laws  of  perfect  Government, 
and  no  iefs  beloved  by  the  People,  to  whofe  Happi- 
nefs  he  hath  fo  fuccefsfully  contributed. 

Cciifr.citis  did  not  proceed  by  the  ordinary  degrees 
of  Childhood,  he  feenfd  Rational  a  great  dealfooner 
than  other  Men ;  for  he  took  delight  it*nothing  that 
other  Children  are  fond  of:  Playing,  going  abroad, 
amufements  proper  to  his  Age,  did  not  at  all  concern 
him  ;  ‘he  had  a  grave,  a  ferious  Depoitment,  that 
gained  him  refpedt,  and  was  at  that  very  time  a 
Prefage  of  what  one  day  he  was  like  robe :  But  that 
.  '■  which 
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which  dillinguiflieth  him  the  tnoft,  was  his  exempla¬ 
ry  and  unbiaffed  Piety.  He  honour’d  his  Relations ; 
he  endeavour’d  in  all  things  to  imitate  his  Grand¬ 
father,  who  lived  then  in  China,  refpe&ed  and  admi¬ 
red  by  all  for  his  exemplary  Sanflity  :  And  it  was 
obfervable,  that  he  never  eat  any  thing  but  he  pro- 
ftrated  himfelf  upon  the  Ground,  and  offer’d!  it  to 
the  fupream  Lord  of  Heaven. 

When  he  was  a  Child,  hearing  his  Grandfather 
fetch  a  deep  Sigh,  he  came  up  to  him,  and  when  he 
had  faluted  him,  bowing  feveral  times  to  the  very 
Ground,  May  I  be  fo  hold,  lays  he,  without  [injuring 
the  Refpecl  I  owe  you,  to  ask  you  the  occafion  of  your 
Grief  ?  Perhaps  you  are  afraid  that  your  Pofierity  may 
neglect  the  care  of  Vcrtue,  and  may  dijhomur  you  by  their 
Vice.  What' fut  this  Thought  into  your  Head?  fays 
Coum-tje  to  him,  and  where  have  you  learnt  to  fpeak  after 
this  manner  ?  From  your  felf,  replied  Confucius ;  I  at¬ 
tentively  hear  you  every  time  you  fpeak,  and  I  have  often 
heard  you  fay,  that  a  Son,  who  by  his  -manner  of  living  ■ 
does  not  keep  up  to  the  Reputation  of  his  Anceficrs,  degene¬ 
rates  from  them,  and  does  not  deferve  to  bear  their  Name. 
When  you  fpoke  after  that  manner,  did  not  you  thinkof  me  ? 
and  might  not  that  be  the  thing  that  troubles  you  ?  This  A 
good  old  Man  was  overjoy’d  at  this  Difcourfe,  and  ' 
after  that  feem’d  not  to  be  difquieted. 

Confucius,  after  his  Grandfathers  Death,  was  a  cap-  . 
ftant  adherer  to  Tccm-fe,  a  famous  Doffor  of  thole 
times ;  and  under  the  Conduct  of  fo  great  a  Mailer, 
he  became  in  *a  Hiort  time  a  mighty  Proficient  in 
the  Knowledge  of  Antiquity,  which  he  lookt  upon, 
even  then,  as  the  moll  perfect  Model.  This  Love 
for  the  Ancients  had  like  one  Day  to  have  coll  him 
his  Life,  tho’  he  was  then  but  fixteen  Years  of  Age : 

For  difeourfing  with  a  Perfon  of  the  highell  Quality, 
who  fpoke  of  the  obfeurity  and  unprofitablenefs  of 
theC hinefe  Books,  this  Child  read  him  fomewhat  too 
O  4  fevere 
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fevere  a  Leisure  concerning  the  Refped  that  is  due 
to  them. 

the  Books  yc,u  [peak,  of  fays  Confucius ,  contain  profound 
JOoHrine,  the  fenje  of  width  ought  not  to  he  undo  food 
but  by  the  Learned  ;  the  Veople  would  undervalue  them, 
could  they  comprehend  them  of  themfelves.  "this  depen- 
dance  of.Judgments ;  by  v  Inch  the  Stupid  arc  JubjcB  to 
the  Learned,  is  very  prtfiable.  and  ufejul  in  Humane  So¬ 
ciety:  Were  all  Families  equally  Rich,  and  equally  Fowtr- 
ftl,  there  would  remain  no  form  of  Government :  But 
there  weuld  happen  yet  a  more  fi range  Diforder,  if  Men 
were  equally  knowing,  every  one  would  be  for  governing, 
and  no  body  would  believe  hintfelf  obliged  to  obey. 

•  Some  time  ago,  added  this  witty  Child,  one  of  the 
Vulgar  fpoke  to  me  as  you  do,  I  did  not  wonder  at  it ;  but  I 
admire  at  prefent  that  a Dc3or,as you  are,jhou!d (peak  tome 
like  this  Man  of  the  dregs  of  the  People.  This  Difcoui  fe, 
one  would  think,  fnould  gain  the  Affection  and  Re¬ 
fped  of  the  Mandarin  :  But  Confufion  that  poifett 
him  to  be  thusgravelled  by  a  Child,  did  fo  nettle  him, 
that  he  refolv’d  to  be  reveng’d.  He  caus’d  his  Houfe 
to  be  inverted  by  his  Menial  Servants,  and,  without 
doubt,  he  would  have  committed  fome  Violence, 
had  not  the  King,  who  had  notice  of  it,  given  him 
order  to  withdraw. 

,  When  Ccnfucius  was  a  little  more  advanc’d  in 
Years,  he  made  a  Collection  of  the  molt  excellent 
_  Maxims  of  the' Ancients,  which  he  intended  to  fol- 
l6w,  and  infpire  into  the  People.  .Each  Province 
■  was  at  that  time  a  diftind  Kingdom,  which  a  Prince 
in  fubjedion  to  the  Emperor,  govern’d  by  particular 
Laws :  He  levied  Taxes,  difpofed  of  all  Places  cf 
Truft,  and  made  Peace  as  he  judged  expedient. 
Thefe  petty  Kings  had  fometimes  differences  among 
them;  the  Emperor  himfelf  flood  in  fear  of  them ; 
and  had  not  always  Authority  enough  to  make  him¬ 
felf  be  obey’d  by  them. 

Cat- 
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Confucius  being  perfwaded,  that  the  People  would 
never  be  happy,  fo  long  as  Intereft,  Ambition,  and 
falfe  Policy  ihould  reign  in  all  thefe  petty  Courts ; 
refolved  to  preach  up  a  fevere  Morality, to  prevail  up¬ 
on  Men  to  contemn  Riches  and  worldly  Pleafures, 
and  efteem  Temperance,  Juftice,  and  other  Vertuesj 
to  infpire  them  with  Grandeur  and  Magnanimity 
Proof  againft  all  the  Temptations  of  this  Life,  a  Sin¬ 
cerity  incapable  of  the  ieaft  Difguife,  even  in  refpeft  ’ 
of  the  greateft  Princes ;  in  fine,  to  teach  them  a 
kind  of  Life  that  Ihould  oppofe  the  Paflions,  and 
Ihould  intirely  cultivate  Reafon  and  Vertue. 

That  which  is  moft  to  be  admir’d  is.  That  he 
preach’d  more  by  his  Example,  than  by  his  Words; 
fo  that  he  every  where  reap’d  very  confiderable  Fruit 
of  his  Labours.  Kings  were  govern’d  by  his  Coun- 
fds,  the  People  reverenc’d  him  as  a  Saint;  everybo¬ 
dy  commended  him,  and  even  thofe  who  could  not 
be  brought  to  imitate  his  Actions,  did  neverthelefs 
admire  them  :  But  fometimes  he  took  upon  him 
fuch  a  Severity,  as  his  greateft  Friends  and  Admirers 
could  never  comply  with. 

Being  c’nofen  to  fill  a  confiderable  Place  of  Truft  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Lou,  in  lefs  than  three  Months  time, 
after. he  exercifed  the  Charge,  he  introduced  fuch  a  • 
prodigious  Change,  that  the  Court  and  Provinces 
were  quite  another  thing  than  they  were  before.  The 
neighbouring  Princes  began  to  be  jealous ;  they  per¬ 
ceived  that  a  King  ruled  by  a  Man  of  this  Charader, 
would  quickly  render  himfelf  too  powerful,fince  no¬ 
thing  is  more  conducive  to  make  a  State  flourilh  than 
Order, and  an  exad  obfervance  of  Laws.TheKingof 
Td  affembled  his  Minifters,  and  propounded  to  them 
an  Expedient  to  put  a  flop  to  the  Career  of  this  new 
Government :  After  a  long  Deliberation,  this  was 
the  Expedient  they  bethought  themfelves  of. 

They  chofe  a  great  company  of  young  Maids, 
hand- 
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handfome,  well  educated,  and  perfectly  well  inftru- 
fted  in  whatfoever  might  pleafe.  Then,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  an  EmbaiTy,  they  prefented  them  to  the 
King  of  Lon,  and  to  the  principal  Officers  of  his  J 
Court;  the  Prefentwas  joyfully  accepted,  and  ob¬ 
tained  its  defired  Effect ;  they  thought  of  nothing 
but  of  divertifing  the  fair  Strangers  ;  for  feveral 
Months  together  there  was  nothing  but  Feafling, ' 

•  Dancing,  and  Comedies, and  Pleafure  was  the  whole 
bulinefs  of  the  Court. 

Confucius  perceiving  that  thePublick  Affairs  would 
luffer  by  it,  endeavour'd  to  biing  Men  to  themfelves 
again ;  but  this  new  kind  of  Life  had  fo  charm’d 
them,  that  all  his  Endeavours  prov’d  ineffectual: 
There  was  no  remedy,  the  feverity  of  the  Philofo- 
pher,  whether  he  would  or  no,  mull  give  place  to 
the  Gallantry  and  Irregularities  of  Courtiers.  So  that 
he  thought  it  did  not  Hand  with  his  Reputation  to 
remain  any  longer  in  a  place  where  Reafon  was  not 
liftned  to,  and  fo  he  relign’d  up  his  place  to  the 
Prince ;  and  fought  other  Kingdoms  more  inclinable 
to  follow  his  Maxims. 

But  he  met  with  great  Obftacles,  and  run  from 
Province  to  Province  almoft,  without  reaping  any 
Advantage ;  becaufe  the  Politicians  dreaded  him, and 
the  Minifters  of  Princes  had  no  mind  to  have  a  Com¬ 
petitor,  who  was  able  to  leffen  their  Authority,  or 
deprive  them  of  their  Credit.  So  that  forfaken  by 
all  the  World,  he  was  oftentimes  reduc’d  to  utmolt 
extremity,  in  danger  of  being  ftarved,  or  to  lofe  his 
Life  by  the  Confpiracy  of  mifehievous  Men.  Never- 
thelefs,  all  thefe  Difgraces  did  not  move  him;  and  he 
would  often  fay,  That  the  Caufe  he  defended  was  too  god 
to  apprehend  any  evil  Conferences  from  it ;  that  there  was 
not  that  Man  fo  powerful,  that  could  hurt  him ;  and  that 
when  a  Man  is  elevated  to  Heaven  by  a  ft mere  Defire  of 
Vtrfe&ion,  he  is  jo  far  from  fearing  a  Tempefi,  that  be  did 
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YiC-t  fo  much  as  hear  the  Noife  in  this  lower  World. 

So  that  lie  was  never  weary  of  inftru&ing  thofe 
who  loved  Vertue.  Among!!  a  great  Company  of 
Difeiples  that  put  themfelves  under  his  Tuition,  he 
employ’d  fome  to  write  a  fair  Hand,  others  apply’d 
themfelves  to  argue  exadly,  and  to  deliver  themfelves 
eloquently  in  Publick.  He  would  have  others  fhidy 
to  frame  to  themfelves  a 'true  Idea  of  a  good  Govern¬ 
ment  :  But  he  counfelled  thofe  for  whom  he  had  a 
more  particular  Kindnefs  to  govern  themfelves  well, 
to  cultivate  their  Mind  by.  Meditation,  and  to  puri¬ 
fy  their  Hearts  by  Vertue." 

Human  Nature,  would  he  often  fay,  came  from 
Heaven  to  us  mofi  pure  and  perfect,  in  procefs  of  time, 
Ignorance,  the  Vaflons  and  evil  Examples  have  corrupted 
it;  all  confifts  in  the  re-inf  at  mg  it,  and  giving  it  its 
primitive  Beauty  :  /md  that  we  may  he  perfect,  we  muf 
re-afeend  to  that  point  fom  whence  we  have  defended. 
Obey  Heaven,  and  follow  all  the  Orders  of  h  m  who  governs 
it.  Love  your  Neighbour  as  your  f  elf ;  never  Jnffer  your 
Senfs  to  be  the  Rule  of  your  Conduct,  but  hearken  to  Rea¬ 
lm  in  all  things:  It  will  injlruil  yett  to  think  well, to  fpeak 
ilifreetly,  and  to  perform  all  your  Actions  hclily.  He  fent 
fix  hundred  of  his  Difeiples  into  different  Places  of 
the  Empire,  to  reform  the  Manners  of  the  People  ; 
and  not  fatisfied  to  benefit  his  own  Country,  he  often 
took  a  Refolution  to  pafs  the  Seas,and  extend  his  Do¬ 
ctrine  to  the  Extremity  of  the  Univerfe.  There  is 
fcarce  any  thing  to  be  added  either  to  his  Zeal,  or  to 
the  Purity  of  his  Morality,  they  were  fo  fuperlative. 
Methinks  he  fometimes  fpeaks  like  a  Dodtor  of  the 
New  Law,  rather  than  like  a  Man  that  was  brought 
up  in  the  Corruption  of  the  Law  of  Nature :  and  that 
which  perfwades  me  that  Hypocrifie  had  no  fhare  in 
what  he  faid,  is,.  That  his  Adions  never  bely’d  his 
Maxims.  In  fine,  his  Gravity  and  Mildnefs  in  the 
ufe  of  the  World,  his  rigorous  Abftinence  (for  he 
pail 
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pad  for  the  fobereft  Man  of  the  Empire  )  his  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  good  things  of  the  World,  that  conti¬ 
nual  Attention  and  Wathfulnefs  over  his  Adions, 
and  then,  (which  we  find  not  amongft  the  Sages  of 
Antiquity)  his  Humility  and  Modefty  woukknake 
a  Man  apt  to  judge  that  he  was  not  a  meer  Philofo- 
pher  formed  by  Reafon,  but  a  Man  infpir’d  by  God 
for  the  Reformation  of  this  New  World. 

The  Chinefe  report,  diat  he  had  frequently  this 
Saying  in  his  Mouth,  It  is  in  the  Weft  where  the  True 
Saint  is  found :  And  this  Sentence  was  fo  imprinted 
upon  the  Spirit  of  the  Learned,  that  fixty  five  Years 
after  the  Birth  .of  our  Saviour,  the  Emperor  Mimti 
touched  with  thefe  Words,  and  determin’d  by  the 
Image  of  a  Man  that  appear’d  to  him  in  a  Dream 
coming  from  the  West,  fent  Ambafladors  that  way, 
with  Arid  Order  to  continue  their  Journey  till  they 
Ihould  meet  the  Saint  whom  Heayen  had  acquainted 
him  with. 

It  was  much  about  the  fame  time  that  St.  Thomas 
"  preach’d  the  Chriftian  Faith  in  the  Indies ;  now  if 
thefe  Mandarins  had  followed  his  Orders,  perad  ven¬ 
ture  China  might  have  receiv’d  benefit  from  the 
Preaching  of  this  Apoftle.  But  the  danger  of  the 
Sea,  that  they  feared,  made  them  ftop  at  the  firft 
Ifland,  where  they  found  the  Idol  Fo,  or  Foe,  who 
had  corrupted  the  Indies  feveral  Years  before  with  his 
damnable  Dodrine :  They  learnt  the  Superftitions  of 
the  Country,  and  at  their  return  propagated  Idola¬ 
try  and  Atheifm  in  all  the  Empire. 

Confucius  lived  fecretly  three  Years,  but  (pent  the 
latter  end  of  his  Days  in  Sorrow,' in  feeing  the  Wick- 
ednefs  that  reigned  amongft  the  People.  He  has  been 
often  heard  to  fay.  The  Mountain  is  fallen,  and  an  high 
edifice  was  deftroyed  j  to  denote,  that  the  grand  Sy- 
ftem  of  Perfedion,  that  he  had  ereded  with  fo  much 
Care  in  all  the  Realms,  was  as  good  as  overthrown. 

Kings, 
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"Kings,  faid  he,  one  day  during  his  laft  Sicknefs,  Jo 
hot  follow  my  Maxims  5  I  da,  no  good  in  the  World,  where¬ 
fore  it  is  time  I  Jlioulil  depart  out  of  it.  At  that  very 
Moment  he  fell  into  a  Lethargy,  that  continued  fe- 
ven  Days,  at  the  end  of  which  lie  gave  up  the  Ghoft 
in  the  Embraces  of  his  Difciples. 

He  was  lamented  by  the  whole  Empire,  that 
from  that  very  time  honoured  him  as  a  Saint,  and 
influenced  Polferity  with  a  Veneration  of  him,  which 
in  all  probability  will  never  have  an  end  but  with  the 
World.  Kings  have  built  Palaces  for  him  after  his 
death  in  all  the  Provinces,  whither  the  Learned  at 
certain  times  go  to  pay  him  Honours.  There  are 
to  be  feen  in  ieveral  places,  thefe  Titles  of  Honour 
writ  in  large  Characters,  To  the  great  Mafter.  To  the 
head  DoBor.  To  the  Saint.  To  him  who  taught  Emperors 
and  Kings.  However,  which  is  very  extraordinary, 
the  Chinefe  did  never  Deifie  him ;  they,  I  fay,  who- 
have  given  the  quality  of  God,  or  as  they  fpeak,  the 
quality  of  pure  Spirits  to  many  Mandarins,  much  in¬ 
ferior  to  him  :  As  if  Heaven,  that  had  given  him 
Birth  for  the  Reformation  of  Manners, was  unwilling 
that  fuch  a  well-order’d  Life,  Jhould,  after  his  death, 
adminifter  occafion  of  Superftition  and  Idolatry. 

They  preferve  to  this  day  in  China  Mimicks  that 
reprefent  him  to  the  Life,  and  pretty  well  agree  with 
what  Hiftory  hath  left  us  concerning  him.  He  was 
no  handfom  Man ;  he  had  moreover  upon  his  Fore¬ 
head  a  Swelling,  or  a  kind  of  Wen,  that  disfigured 
him,  which  he  made  others  often  to  take  notice  of 
to  humble  him.  Otherwife,  his  Stature  was  fo 
comely  and  proportionable,  his  Behaviour  fo  grave, 
his  Voice  fo  iirong  and  Ihrill,  that  if  he  fpoke  with 
never  fo  little  warmth,  one  could  not  choofe  but  be 
affeCted,  and  hear  him  with  refped.  But  the  Maxims 
of  Morality  he  hath  fcattered  here  and  there  in  his 
Works ,  or  which  his  Difciples  took  care  to  colled, 
draw 
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draw  a  much  more  lively  and  advantageous  Pour- 
trai&ure  of  his  Soul.  There  would  need  an  entire 
Volume  to  relate  them  all.  I  have  taken  the  few 
following  out  of  a  Book  compos’d  by  one  of  the 
principal  Mandarins  of  the  Empire.,  who  Rules  at 
prefent  in  Vekin. 

Maxim  I. 

Beauty  is  not  to  be  defired  by  a  wife  Man. 
Confucius  going  to  fee  the  King  of  a  Province,found 
him  with  a  Lord  his  Favourite  who  was  mighty  beau¬ 
tiful.  TheKing,fofoonashefaw  him  come  in, faid  to 
him  failing, Confucim ,  if  thy  Countenance  could  be  changed , 
I  would  willingly  give  you  all  the  beauty  of  this  young  Cour¬ 
tier.  Sir,  anfwer’d  the  Philofopher,  that  is  not  the  thing 
Iwijii;  the  exterior  form  of  a  Man  is  of  little  ufetothe 
Tublick  Good.  What  do  you  defire  then,  faid  the  Prince  ?  I 
defire,  My  Lord,  fays  he,  in  all  the  Members  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  that  juft  Symetry  that  makes  up  the  Beauty  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  keeps  the  Body  of  the  State  from  Deformity. 

Maxim  II. 

A  Man  mtft  keep  within  bounds,  if  he  means  to  be  happy, 
Sofoon  as  he  underftood  that  his  Mother  wafdead, 
he  came  into  his  Country  to  pay  his  laft  Devoirs  to 
her, he  wept  for  her  bitterly , and  fpent  three  days  with¬ 
out  eating;  which  was  perhaps  too  much, yet  a  Phi- 
lofophcr  of  that  Country  thought  it  not  enough, 
who  faid  to  Confucius :  As  for  me,  I  have  been  feven  dayt 
without  taking  Stftcnance,  upon  the  death  of  my  Relations ; 
and  you,  who  are  Grandfn  to  a  Saint,  on  whom  all  tk 
World  cafts  their  Eyes  to  fee  how  you  will  imitate  him,  yet-, 
have  Jatisfied  your  j elf  with  three  days  Abftinence.Confuck 
anfwer’d  him.  Ceremonies  have  been  enjoynd  by  the  Anci¬ 
ents  to  refrain  the  indifcrect,  and  fiir  up  the  backward 
It  is  owr  duty  to  be  obedient  to  the  Laws,  if  we  would  m 
go  aftray :  It  is  in  this  golden  Mean,  that  Wijdom  confifs 
That  you  may  never  ftrayoutof.it,  remember  that  Vir¬ 
tue  is  not  an  excefs,  and  that  Berfctien  hath  its  limits. 

Max 
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Maxim  III. 

A  Mm  ought  to  change  often ,  if  he  would  be  confiant  in 
mfdom.  ' 

A  Perfon  of  Quality  faid  one  day  to  Confucius, Tour 
Grandfather  was  never  wanting  in  an y  duty  of  Civility  in 
nfpeff  of 'great  Perfons ;  neverthelefs  his  Doblrine,  tho  holy 
never  obtained  or  got  footing :  How  do  you  imagine  then, 
that  yours  jhould  be  followed,  feeing  you  have  a  MagiHe- 
rial  Gravity  which  k  very  rough  to  all  Men,  and  proceeds 
fometimes  to  haughtinefs :  Thk  k  not  the  way  to  bo  wel¬ 
come  at  Princes  Courts.  Every  Age  hath  its  ways,  an- 
fwer’d  Confucius,  in  my  Grandfather  s  time  Princes  and 
Ojfcerswtre  polite ;  they  delighted  in  order,  every  one  kept 
hs  Station  ;  to  infinuate  a  Mans  felf  in  their  Affections, 
it  behoved  a  Man  to  be  polite,  and  regular  like  them.  At 
this  day  Men  value  nothing  but  Courage  and  Haughtinefs, 
wherewith  Princes  endeavour  to  infpire  their  Officers ;  a 
Man  ought  to  change  with  the  World,  that  he  may  be  in  a 
capacity  to  win  it :  A  wife  man  would  ceafe  fo  to  be  jhould 
he  always  aft  as  the  wife  Men  of  former  times  afted. 
Maxim  IV. 

The  Nobility  are  not  always  the  greatejl  Men  in  the 
Kingdom. 

Confucius  coming  to  the  Court  of  one  of  the  Kings 
of  China,  was  very  well  receiv’d.  This  Prince  al¬ 
low’d  him  an  Apartment  in  his  Palace,  and  came  to 
vifit  him  there  himfelf:  At  the  end  of  the  Vifit,  he 
faid  to  him,  Ton  come  not  for  nothing  into  my  State ; 
probably  you  \have  a  defign  to  do  me  fome  good.  My  Lord, 
reply’d  Confucius,  I  am  but  an  unprofitable  Man,  yet  I 
avow  if  your  Majefiy  will  but  follow  myCounfel,  you  will 
not  be  the  worfe  for  it.  My  intent  k  to  prejent  to  you  wife 
Men,  to  fill  the  principal  places  of  your  State.  Withal 
my  Heart,  fays  the  Prince,  Who  are  they  ?  My  Lord 
Li- in,  the  Son  of  a  Husbandman  is  a  Man  on  whom 
you  may  rely.  The  King  burl!  out  a  laughing,  How, 
fays  he,  an  Husband-man  ?  I  have  not  Employment  e- 
nough 
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noughfor  the  Lords  of  my  Court,  and  would  you  have  me 
take  a  Labourer  into  my  Service. 

The  Philofopher,'  without^being  mov’d,  reply’d  ; 
Vertue  is  of  hll  Trades  and  Conditions,  altho  it  is  more 
'commonly  annex  d  to  a  mean  Condition' :  We  have  two 
Kingdoms  in  the  Empire  that  have  been 
*  Tcheou-mum, and  founded  by  two  Labourers  *.  What  In. 
Cham-tck.  convenience  is  there,  tho ’  a  Man  of  that 
Char  abler  govern  yours  ?  Believe  me. 
Sir,  the  Court  hath  hitherto  fupplyd  you  with  a  great 
Company  of  evil  Minijhrs :  Suffer  a  Country  Village  to 
prefent  you  with  a  wife  Man.  Yon  want  Employments , 
you  fay,  to  place  all  the  Lords  that  encompajs  you.  If 
Fertue  alone  were  rewarded,  you  would  find  in  your 
\  Court  more  Places  than  Officers ;  nay,  and  perhaps  would 
be  fain  to  call  for  Labourers  to  fupply  them.  When  the 
Body  of  the  Nobility  does  not  furnifh  the  State  with 
great  Men,  the  great  Men  that  may  be  found  amunglt 
the  People  mult  be  chofen,  and  of  them  mult  be 
compofed  the  Body  of  the  Nobility. 

Maxim  V. 

A  fmall  Fault  often  denotes  great  Qualities. 

Pie  one  day  ad  vifed  the  King  of  Ouci  to  fet  a  certain 
great  Officer  at  the  Head  of  his  Army ;  but  the  King 
excufed  himfelf  for  not  doing  it,  becaufe  that  being 
formerly  a  Mandarin,  he  took  a  couple  of  Eggs  horn 
a  Country  Fellow.  A  Man  who  hath  abufed  Ins  Autho¬ 
rity,  fays  he,  deferves  not  any  longer  to  command.  Tkfe 
Sentiments  of  Equity,  reply  d  Confucius,  are  very  lauda¬ 
ble  in  a  King  ;  but  perhaps  the  Mandarins  Moderation, 
that  ffiole  but  two  Eggs,  is  no  lefs  to  be  admired.  Such  a 
fmall  fault  in  the  whole  Life  of  a  Man,  denotes  in  him  great 
Qualities :  In  a  word,  a  prudent  Prince  makes  ufe  of  his 
SubjeBs  in  the  Government,  as  a  Carpenter  ufes  Jmbtr  in 
his  Works,  he  does  not  rejeft  one  good  Beam,  becaufe  there 
,  is  a  flaw  in  it,  provided  it  be  ftrong  enough  to  fupport  d 
whole  Edifice :  I  would  not  advifis  your  Majefiy,  for  the 
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hfs  of  a  couple  of  Eg-s,  to  turn  off  a  Captain,  who  map 
ca/ficr  you  two  Rta'ims, 

Maxim  VI. 

A  wife  Prince  will  be  no  great  Speaker,  nor ‘deliver  his 
Opinion  fir Jt. 

The  fame  King  one  day  held  a  Council  in  prefence 
of  Confucius,  where  he  fpokeqf  fome  Affairs  with 
fuch  a  fhew  of  Wit,  chat  his  Miniffers  applauded  . 
him,  and  forthwith  allowed  him  to  be  in  tiie  right, 
and  comply’d  with  him,  without  more  ado.  At  the 
clofe  this  King  faid  to  Confucius  j  What's  your  Judgment 
of  the  Courfe  we  have  taken  in  oar  lafi  Deliberation  l  Sir, 
fays  the  Philofopher,  1  do  not  perceive  that  they  have  yet 
deliberated;  you  J poke  with  a  great  deal  of  Wit',  your  Mi-, 
infers  very  de front  to  pleafe  you,  have  faithfully  repeated 
the  Dfcourfe ;  they  ha  ve  told  your  Opinion,  and  not  their 
awn  ;  and  when  you  adjourned  the  Affembly,  I  fill  ex¬ 
pected  the  beginning  of  the  Council 
Some  days  after  the  fame  King  ask'd  him  his  Ad¬ 
vice  concerning  the  prefeut  Government.  He  an- 
fvvered  him,  Ho  body  [peaks  id  of  it.  That  is  my  defire, 
fays  the  King.  And  that,  Sir,  is  what  you  ought  not' to 
dfire,  rcply’d  Confucius:  When  a  fick  Perjon  is  fired  to  be 
fed  with  flattering  promifes  of  perfect  Health,  he  is  not  far 
from  Death ;  a  Man  is  bound  to  dij cover  to  the  Prince  the 
defects  of  the  Mind,  with  the  fame  liberty  Mm  dijtcver  to 
tbePhyfician  the  maladies  of  the  Body. 

Maxim  VII. 

The  wife  Man  goes  forward  apace,  becatife  the  right  way 
is  always  the  Jhortefi  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  crafty  Poli¬ 
tician  arrives  later  at  his  end,  becauje  he  walks  in  By¬ 
ways  and  crooked  Paths. 

The  King  of  Outi  confeffed  to  Confucius,  That: 
there  was  nothing  fo  fine  as  Wifdotn  $  but  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  acquiring  it  difeouraged  the  molt  Refolute, 
and  diverted  the  belt  dilpos'd  Minds.  As  fir  my  part, 
added  he,  I  have  ufed  endeavours,  but  all  in  vain  5  I  am 
P  refolved 
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refolded  to  torment  my  felf  no  longer  about  it,  and  a  ft mall 
far i  el  of  Policy  will  fupply  the  defeft  of  that  Wifdom  that 
is  necejfary  to  good  Governing.  Sir,  anfwer’d  Confucius, 
’ iis  true,  Wifdom  is  feated  on  a  lofty  place,  but  the  Road  to 
it  is  not  fo  difficult  as  People  imagine,  it  grows  flamer  and 
plainer,  according  as  you  go  on  ;  and  once  got  at  it,  one  can¬ 
not  go  back  without  running  great  danger  to  fall  down  the 
Precipice",  in  fuch  a  fort,  that  a  Wife  Man  cannot  ceaje  be¬ 
ing  fo,  without  doing  violence  to  himfelf  in  fame  refpefl. 

But  do  you  think  that  a  Prince  hath  no  trouble  when  he 
marches  in  the  indirect  Paths  of  an  artificial  and  knavijh 
Policy  ?  All  thefe  refinements  and  fubtleties  perplex  the 
Spirit :  And  boon  fall  one  difengage  ones  felf?  None  enter 
into  a  Maze  without  danger,  fmceyou  often  lofeyour  wtt) 
there ;  and  if  you  chance  to  get  out,  it  is  after  a  great  many 
wandrings,  and  errors,  and  difquiets  of  Mind,  take  you 
which  way  you  pleafe ;  as  for  me,  Sir,  I  amptrfwadd 
that  in  a  popular  Government,  folid  and  canjlant  Vertut 
goes  farther  than  the  moft  fubtle  and  refind  Policy. 

Maxim  VIII. 

thofewho  defire  the  mojl  perfect  State,  do  not  always  fearch 
the  perfection  of  the  State,  but  the  fweetnefs.  Would  you 
be  fixt  in  the  World  ?  fix  this  in  your  Mind,  that  to ! 
take  up  a  new  courfe  of  Life,  is  nothing  elfe  but  to  pajt 
from  one  trouble  to  another. 

A  Prince  being  wrought  upon  by  the  Life  that  Con¬ 
fucius  led,  perceiv’d  thofe  firft  defires  of  Wifdom 
fpringing  up  in  his  Heart,  that  a  good  Education, and 
good  Examples  are  wont  to  infufe  into  young  Per- 
fons,  when  they  have  not  yet  been  corrupted  by  the 
Commerce  of  the  World.  He  went  to  find  him  out, 
and  told  him.  That  he  wasrejolvd  to  abandon  all  thirty 
to  become  one  of  his  Difciples ;  for,  the  truth  is,  there  art 
a  thoufand  Sorrows  to  be  undergone  in  that  Courfe  of  Lift, 
wherein  my  birth  engageth  me,  whereas  yours  feems  to  at 
full  of  fweetnefs  and  delight. 

Since  ’iis  the  fweetnefs  you  look  for  in  my  ftate,  am 
fwer'd 
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fwer’d  Confucius ,  I flwuld  not  advifeyou  to  enter  tipcn  it  •' 

4  Man  oftentimes  meets  with  Trouble ,  the  more  he  avoids 
it. Heaven  which  hath  infpir  d  me  with  the  love  of  a  private 
Life ,  hath  been  plcafed  to  fend  you  into  the  world  to  rule. 

Be  a  Ting,  and  do  not  feek  after  Peace  too  much,  but  ra¬ 
ther,  If  you  be  not  willing  to  lofe  your  States,  be¬ 
have  your  felf  gallantly  againft  your  Enemies j  but 
fight  more  couragioufly  againft  yourpPaffions,  and 
againft  being  in  love  with  a  fweet  and  eafie  Life,  if 
you  have  not  a  mind  to  deftroy  your  felf. 

Maxim  IX. 

Thofe  who  are  diligent ,  and  would  do  all,  fat  of  many 
things  till  the  next  day. 

His  own  Son  faid  to  him  one  day,  I  carefully  apply 
my  felf  to  all  forts  of  Study,  I  omit  nothing  whereby  to  be¬ 
come  a  good  Scholar,  and  yet  I  make  fmall  progrefs.  His 
wife  Father  faid  to  him,  Omit  fomething,  and  you  will 
make  a  great  progrefs.  Amongfl  all  thoje  that  take  Lng 
Journeys  afoot,  did  you  ever  fee  one  of  them  that  ran  ? 

In  all  things  you  muft  go  orderly  to  work,  and  not  defire  to 
embrace  that  which  is  not  Juitable  to  your  Abilities,  other- 
wife  your  Labour  willbe  ufelefs.  The  Saints  firfi  of  all  ap- 
\  ply  themfelves  to  the  mofi  eafie  things ;  Succefs  gives  them 
courage  and  firength  to  grapple  with  mere  difficult  things, 
ittle  and  little  they  become  perfect.  Thofe,  who  like 
1  would  do  all  in  one  Day,  do  nothing  all  their 
2 :  On  the  other  hand,  thofe  who  never  apply 
mfelves  bur  to  one  thing,  find  at  the  long  run 
t  they  have  done  all. 

Maxim  X. 

;  ought  not  to  wonder  that  the  wife  Matt  walks  flower  in 
■he  way  of  Venue,  than  the  ill  Man  does  in  that  of  Vice ; 
Paflion  hurries,  and  Wifdom  guides. 

One  of  hisFriends  complain’d  of  the  fmall  progrefs 
madeinVertue;  I  havelabourd,  faid  he,  theje  fever al ' 
rs  to  imitate  the  Primitive  Saints,  and  I  am  ftill  im- 
feft  j  had  I  but  never  fo  little  apply  d  my  felf  to  imi- 
|  P  2  tate 
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fate  the  Wicked,  and  follow  their  example,  I  flsottld  have 
rid  a  great  deal  of  Ground  in  a  fort  fpace:  Why  is  it  not 
fo  eajie  to  attain  to  perfection  in  Vertue  as  in  Vice  ? 

This  is  no  wenda,  fays  Confucius,  Vertue  is  on  high , 
and  Vice  is  in  the  loweft  place.  It  requires  pains  and  time 
to  go  upward,  one  minute  fujfceth  to  fall  down  the  Precipice. 
However,  let  me  intreat  you  not  to  let  yourfelfbe  abujed  by 
this  feeming  eafinejs.  It  is  true,  that  one  is  fooner  deter- 
mind  to  evil  than  to  good ;  but  jeeing  one  repents  of  it  at 
length,  it  is  a  certain  Jign  that  there  is  leys  trouble  to  da 
well,  than  toperfevore  in  evil. 

Maxim  XT. 

True  Nobility  does  not  confft  in  Blood,  but  in  Malt  5  m 
are  truly  high  and  great,  when  Vertue  prevents  our 
groveling  with  the  reft  of  Mankind. 

Confucius  feeing  a  Man  carry  a  Fill),  fighed,  and 
told  them  who  demanded  the  reafonof  it ;  This  Fiji , 
that  might  have  eafily  preserved  its  Life,  hath  loft  it  not- 
withftanding,  by  complying  with  the  enticingpleafures  of  a 
deceitful  Bait :  yet '  this  Ffti  has  a  good  Plea,  becauje  flit 
has  net  Reafon ;  but  are  Men  excufable,  to  loft  Vertue  that 
is  much  more  precious  than  Life,  in  letting  themf elves  h 
catch’ d  by  the  Baits  that  the  good  things  and  Vanity  of  tlx 
fVcrld  prefents  than  with  ?  If  we  knew  what  we  wanted, 
we  jhould  furjue  other  courfes  to  obtain  it.  Would  you  It 
rich  ?  contemn  every  thing,  nay,  even  the  Contempt  aid 
Scorn  Men  caft  upon  you  :  That  Man  is  rais’d  to  a  pitch 
far  above  others,  when  Calumny  and  Reproaches 
cannot  reach  him. 

Maxim  XII. 

In  the  State  wherein  we  are,  Perjeverance  in  Well-doit \ 
confft s  not  fo  much  in  not  falling,  as  in  rifmg  again  M 
often  as  we  fall. 

You  are  very  happy,  Confucius,  fays  fome  Mandarin 
that ‘he  inlirufied,  becauje  arrived  at  the  higheft  degrtt 
of  Vertue 5  It  is  a  long  time,  I’ll  warrant  you,  fmee  yt:i\ 
left  Sin  ;  As  for  m,  what  Efforts  fever  we  make  toll- 1 
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am  good  Men,  there  paffes  not  a  day  hut  we  commit  confi- 
deraktc  Faults.  Although  every  Fault  be  blameable,  fays 
Confucius,  pu  are  not  Jo  unhappy  as  you  think,  in  commit- 
i»g  tnany :  your  Life,  as  well  as  mine,  a  long  Journey  j 
the  way  is  difficult,  and  our  Reafon  half  extinct  by  Paffwns, 
firniffes  b-t  little  Light  to  guide  us:  fVhat  means  is  then 
to  avoid  fumbling  Jometimes  in  the  dark ?  When  one  gets 
up  again,  the  Fall  retards  our  Journey,  but  does  not  quite 
put  it  off  and  interrupt  it.  It  would  be  an  Unbappinejs  for 
us,  to  commit  no  more  but  one,  like  the  Wicked  that  fall 
hit  once,  becatife  the  firff  Precipice  fops  them  $  but  honef 
good  Men  that  continue  their  walking,  fall  often. 

.  Maxim  XI II. 

No  Man  knows  half  of  his  own  Faults',  he  would  bluff  to 
appear  to  the  Eyes  of  others  what  he  appears  tohimfelf. 
One  complain’d  one  day,  that  Nature  in  bef  owing 
two  Eyes  upon  Men  to  behold  the  Beauty  of  Bodies,  had  bc~ 
[tow’d  none  on  them  that  are  able  to  fee  -Minds,  and  difeover 
the  Secrets  of  Hearts:  thus  Vert  tie  and  Vice,  fay  they,  are 
unfounded  in  the  World. 

Confucius  faid,  Ton  and  I  ffould  be  in  a  woful  taking,  if 
we  were  net  cut  ffort  as  to  that  Matter ;  for  we  ffould  not 
fecure  our  own  failings  and  weaknefes,  we  gain  more  by  . 
it  than  you  are  aware  ofa  for  I  maintain  that  the  Vbilofo- 
fher  would  fuffer  more  to  appear  weak,  than  the  wicked 
Man  to  appear  vicious. 

Maxim  XIV. 

Never fpeak  of  your  felf  to  others,  neither  good  nor  bad  •,  not 
good,  kcaufethey  will  not  believe  yon ;  not  evil,  becaufe 
they  know  more  already  than  you  would  have  them. 

Tlius  he  fpoke  one  day  to  his  Difciples,  who  took 
a  Pride  ever  and  anon  to  blame  themfelves :  I’o 
which  he  added, 

■  For  a  Man  to  confefs  his  Faults  when  he  is  reprov’d  for 
<bm,  is  Modefty. 

To  lay’ em  open  to  his  Friend,  is  Ingenuity  and  Confidence. 

To  reprove  himfelf  for  them,  is  Humility. 

P  3  . 


But 


5io  The  particular  Char  after  of  the 

But  to  go  p  each  them  to  every  Boil ),  is,  if  one  hove 
pot  a  great  care,  a  piece  of  Bride. 

By  this  Scantling  of  Confucius  his  Philofophy  you 
may  judge*  my  Lord,  that  Reafon  is  of  all  times*  and 
'  of  all  places.  Seneca  hath  fpoken  nothing  better ;  and 
had  1  the  leifure,  as  I  have  a  defign  to  make  an  intire 
Collection  of  the  Maxims  of  our  Philofopher,perad- 
ventureno  requifite  would  be  wanting  to  give  him  a 
place  amongftour  Sages  of  Antiquity.  I  wifli  at  leaft, 
my  Lord,  that  the  Pourtraiture  I  have  offer’d,  may 
not  difpleafe  you :  were  he  ftill  alive  at  this  day,  as 
much  a  Philosopher  as  he  is,  I  am  fure  he  would  be 
fenfible  of  the  Approbation  you  fhould  afford  him. 
Such  a  Teflimony  as  yours,  always  clear,  always  fin- 
cere,  muff  needs  do  a  Kindnefs  to  the  greateft  Men. 
Perhaps  hitherto  in  France  they  have  not  juftly  valu’d 
what  is  fo  much  honour’d  in  the  Ea(i :  But  fo  foon 
as  you  fhall  pleafe  to  honour  him  with  your  Efteem, 
every  body  will  be  perfwaded  that  Antiquity  hath 
not  flatter’d  him,  and  that  China,  in  chofing  him  for 
a  Matter  and  a  DoCtor,  hath  done  juftice  to  his  Me¬ 
rit.  I  am  with  a  moft  profoOnd  refped, 

My  Lord, 

Tow  Grace’s  moft  humble 

and  mofi  obedient  Servant, 


LETTER  VIII. 

To  my  Lord  Phiiipeaux,  Secretary  of  State, 
Of  the  particular  Character  of  the  Wit  and 
Temper  of  the  Chinefe. 

My  Lord, 

T m  this  Letter  which  I  have  the  honour  to  write 
1  to  yon,  I  confine  my  felf  only  to  treat  of  what 
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concerns  the  particular  Character  and  Genius  of  the 
Chinefe,  it  is  not  becaufe'I  forget  the  Obligation  I  lie 
under,  to  give  you  an  exaft  account  of  all  the  other 
Things  we  are  acquainted  with  in  our  Voyages ;  yet 
I  fuppofed  that  I  could  not  more  fitly  begin  to  dif- 
charge  this  Duty,  than  by  entertaining  you  at  the 
firft  fight,  with  that  which  naturally  ought  to  be 
pleafant  to  you  j  a  Captain  would  more  willingly 
hear  a  Difcourfe  of  Wars,  and  of  the  Bravery  of  the 
Tartars,  and  a  Courtier  of  the  Gentility  of  the  Chi¬ 
nefe  ;  but  when  a  Man  has  fuch  extraordinary  Parts 
as  you  have,  and  is  Heir  to  a  Family  that  hath  al¬ 
ways  fignaliz’d  its  felf  by  its  Infight  into  Sciences, and 
Penetration  in  the  Management  of  the  moft  impor¬ 
tant  Affairs,  I  was  apt  to  tSiei^lhat  one  could  not 
treat  of  a  Subject  that  can  befmore  proper,  and  more 
delightful  to  you. 

Of  all  the  People  of  the  habitable  World,  there  is 
not  any  one  that  does  not  Hand  upon  his  Wit  and  In¬ 
genuity,  and  oftentimes  the  moft  barbarous  prefer 
themfelves  before  the  moft  polite  and  accomplifht. 
The  Inhabitants  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  whom  we 
cannot  reprefent  to  our  felves,  but  with  a  kind  of 
Horror,  whom  we  can  fcarce  give  our  felves  leave 
to  rank  amongft  Men,  do  neverthelefs  look  upon  the 
Europeans  as  Slaves ,  and  upon  the  Hollanders  as 
no  other  than  a  Company  of  ftupid  Fellows,  not 
verft  in  the  Method  of  Government.  The  People 
of  Siam,  whofe  Phyfiognomy  is  well  enough  known 
in  France,  who  have  in  the  Indies,  Souls  adapted  to 
their  Bodies,  do  ufually  fay,  That  Heaven,  in  di- 
ftributing  its  Benefits  and  natural  Qualities,  hath 
granted  to  the  French,  the  Bravery  and  Science  of 
War ;  to  the  Englifli,  the  Art  of  Navigation  ;  to 
the  Hollanders,  a  particular  knack  in  Trading  ;  to 
the  Chinefe,  the  Wifdom  of  Well-governing,  but  that 
it  hath  given  Wit.  to  the  People  of  Siam.  Had 
P  4  not 
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net  they  intimated  it  to  us,  perhaps  we  fhould  not 
have  made  fuch  a  ReMedion,  for  it  is  a  Difcovery 
fl  at  we  owe  to  them.  Alter  all, we  mult  not  wonder 
if  t"  :c  Chlucje,  who  term  all  the  People  of  the  Eafi 
blind,  have  referv’d  to  themfelves  the  preheminence, 
and  have  believ'd  themfelves  to  he,  without  all  di- 
fpute,  the  molt  intelligent  Nation  in  the  World. 

There  is  no  quellion  to  be  made  but  they  are  an 
ingenious  People,  but  methinks  no  body  yet  hath 
been  truly  acquainted  with  their  Character.  To  fee 
their  Libraries,  Univcrlitics,  the  prodigious  number 
of  their  Doctors, their  Obfervatories,and  the  care  they 
take  to  be  exad  in  their  Obfervadons,  one  would  be 
apt  to  conclude,  That  this  Nation  is  not  truly  inge¬ 
nious,  but  perfedjkwell  verftin  all  forts  of  Sciences, 
that  they  have  a  vmt  Reach,  Invention,  and  a  Genius 
for  eveiv  thing.  Nevehhclefs,  albeit  forthefe  4000 
years,  they  have  allow’d  Recompences  to  learned 
a^d  expert  Men  $  and  tho’  the  Fortune  of  an  infi¬ 
nite  number  of  Men  depends  upon  their  good  Parts, 
yet  have  they  not  had  one  fingle  Man  of  'great  At- 
chievements  jn  Speculative  Science  :  They  have  dif- 
cover’d  all  thefe  precious  Mines,  without  troubling 
themfelves  to  dig  for  them  :  Enjoying  peaceably  for 
fo  many  Ages,  the  Reputation  of  the  mold  knowing 
Men  in  the  World,  becaufe  they  fee  no  Body  but 
who  are  more  ignorant  than  themfelves. 

So  that  Ifuppofe  I  may  ftfely  aver,  without  of¬ 
fering  them  any  Injury,  that  aniongft  tire  Qualities 
wherewith  Heaven  hath  reflectively  iniich’d  the 
Peopled' the  World,  they  have  not  ihew’d'thut  Spi- 
r:t  of  penetration  and  exadnett  which  is  fo  needlin'/ 
to  thofe  who  addict  themfelves  to  the  fearch  of  Na¬ 
ture.  Nor  have  they  that  Logick  which  we  have 
fo  much  improv’d,  that  Geometry  that  we  in  France 
have  brought  to  fuch  a  high  degree  of  perfedion,which 
inay  pafs  for  the  Matter-piece  of  Humane  TJnder- 
IhndiuS 
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{landing  which  yet  will  never  get  admittance  into 
their  Academies ;  and  maugre  all  the  natural  Pride 
that  poiTefles  them,  they  will  not  flick  to  confefs, 
That  as  to  thefe  Matters,  the  Europeans  will  in  all 
human  probability  be  their  Matters. 

It  is  a  true  Philofophy  they  have  ;  it  is  likewife 
true  that  they  lay  down  certain  Principles  for  the  ex¬ 
plaining  the  Compofition  of  Bodies,  their  Propriety, 
their  Effects.  Neither  are  they  altogether  ignorant  in 
Anatomy ;  nay,  they  grant  a  Circulation  of  the 
Blood  and  Humours;  but  all  their  Notions  are  fo  ge¬ 
neral,  confus’d,  and  moft  ah  end  fo  falfe,  that  I  am 
afraid  in  this  place  to  particularize  them. 

Their  Arithmetick  is  more  perfect,  altho’  they 
do  not  make  ufe  of  the  Cypher  as  we  do,  which  is 
notwithftanding  of  great  ufe.  They  do  not  pra&ife 
the  Rules  of  Arithmetick  by  Calculation  ;  but  they 
ufe  an  Inftrument  compofed  of  a  little  Board  a  Foot 
and  an  half  long,  crofs  which  they  fcore  10  or  iz 
little  parallel  Lines,  or  Sticks,  upon  which  are  fining 
icveral  moveable  Buttons,  by  putting  them  together, 
or  by  feparadng  them  one  from  another,  they  rec¬ 
kon,  almott  as  we  do,  by  Counters ;  but  with  fuch 
dexterity  and  eafinefs,  that  they  will  keep  pace  with 
a  Man,  let  him  read  a  Book  of  Accompts  never  fo 
fall.  At  the  end  they  find  the  Operation  perform’d, 
which  they  have  a  certain  way  to  prove. 

Their  Geometry  is  very  fuperficial,  it  is  retrain’d 
to  a  very  few  Propositions,  and  to  fome  Problems 
of  Algebra,  which  they  refolve  without  Elements  or 
Principles,  and  that  only  by  Induction. 

They  pretend  to  be  the  Inventors  of  Mufick,  and 
to  have  heretofore  carry’d  it  to  its  Acme  of  Perfecti¬ 
on  :  But  either  they  are  miftaken,  or  they  have  quite 
loft  it ;  for  that  they  practice  at  this  day  is  fo  imper¬ 
fect,  that  it  does  not  fo  much  as  deferve  the  Name 
oi  Mufick, 


As 
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As  for  Aftronomy,  it  mufr  be  confeft  that  never 
did  People  in  the  World  addict  themfelves  fo  con- 
ftantly  to  it.  This  Science  is  beholding  to  them  for 
abundance  of  Obfervations ;  but  the  Hiftpry  that  re¬ 
ports  them  in  general,  hath  not  been  careful  to  de- 
fcend  to  Particulars,  which  would  be  neceflary  for 
the  reaping  all  the  benefit  fuch  mighty  care  feems  to 
promife.  However,  it  hath  not  been  unprofitable 
to  Pofterity.  We  have  above  400  Obfervations,  as 
well  of  the  Eclipfes  and  Comets,  as  Conjunctions, 
that  make  good  their  Chronology,  and  may  con¬ 
duce  to  the  perfecting  of  ours. 

Although  their  Tables  were  imperfect,  yet  have 
they  been  very  ferviceable  to  regulate  the  Time; 
but  after  a  certain  continuance  of  Years,  their  A- 
ftronomers  were  oblig’d  to  makefome  Amendments 
therein,  becaufe  they  did  not  exactly  agree  with  the 
Heavens  till  in  the  beginning  of  this  Century,  they 
attained  fome  Skill  in  our  Aftronomy.  The  Euro¬ 
peans  fince  have  every  way  reform’d  their  Kalendar, 
which  Bufinefs  has  made  them  fo  famous,  and  fo 
neceflary  in  that  State,  that  nothing  hath  fo  much 
contributed  to  fettle  Religion  in  that  Country,  and 
alfo  to  defend  it  in  the  various  Circumftances  ofPer- 
Jecution  it  hath  lain  under. 

If  China  hath  been  deficient  in  excellent  Mathe¬ 
maticians,  they  have  at  leaft  had  perfeCt  Aftrolo- 
gers ;  becaufe  for  the  well  fucceeding  in  judicial 
Aftrology,  it  fufficeth  to  be  an  able  Deceiver,  and 
to  have  a  knack  of  lying  handfomly,  which  no 
Nation  can  difpute  with  China.  There  have  been 
for  this  many  Ages  cheating  Mountebanks  by  Pro- 
fellion,  who  promife, by  the  infight  they  have  in  the 
Morion  and  Influence  of  the  Stars,  the  Philofophers 
Smnejand  Immortality.  They  mark  in  the  Almanack 
e\ery  year,  tire  good  and  bad  days  for  Building, 
Maningcs,  for  undertaking  Journeys  and  Voyages, 
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and  for  fuch-like  A&ions,  the  Succefs  whereof  de¬ 
pends  more  upon  the  Wifdom  and  Difcrecion  of 
Men,  than  upon  the  Influence  of  the  Heavens. 

The  Miffionaries  fearing  left  they  might  afcribe  the 
Fooleries  and  ridiculous  Superftitions  to  them,  be¬ 
cause  they  make  them  thte  Authors  of  the  Kalendar, 
thought  themfelves  oblig’d  to  make  a  publick  Decla¬ 
ration  how  little  hand  they  have  in  the  matter,  they 
protefted  that  they  abfolutely  condemn’d  ’em  :  And 
the  Emperor,  that  is  notfubjeft  to  thefe  Weaknefles, 
was  willing  they  Ihould  explain  themfelves,  as  to  that 
bufinefs,  for  his  particular  fatisfaftion. 

Medicine  hath  not  been  quire  neglected  and  laid 
afide ;  but  becaufe  they  wanted  Phyficks,  or  Natural 
Philofophyand  Anatomy,the  Foundation  of  it, they 
never  make  any  great  Progrefs  therein ;  yet  liiuft 
it  be  confeffed  that  they  have  acquired  a  particular 
skil  in  Pulfes,  that  hath  made  them  famous  in  the 
World.  The  Emperor  Homfti  coinpofed  a  Trea- 
tife  of  the  fame  above  Four  thou- 
fand  years  ago*.  Ever  fince that  « .  .  ,  „ 
time  the  Phyficians  of  China  have  yearSi  1S  ,u  439 
looktupon  that  Science  as  the 
Foundation  of  all  Medicine. 

They  feel  the  Pulfe  after  fuch  a  manner  as  would 
make  a  Man  fmile  that  is  not  accuftom’d  to  it. 
After  they  have  apply’d  their  four  Fingers  along  the 
Artery,  and  have  preft  ftrongly  and  uniformly  the 
Patient’s  Wrift,  they  relax  their  Fingers  by  degrees, 
till  the  Blood  that  was  ftopt  by  the  preffing,  hath 
re-taken  its  ufual  Courfe ;  then,  a  Moment  after, 
they  begin  again  to  prefs  the  Arm  clofe,  which  they 
continue  a  confiderable  time;  after  that,  juft 
like  Men  that  intended  to  touch  the  Frets  of  a  Mu(i- 
cal  Inftrument,  they  rife  and  fall  their  Fingers  fuc- 
ceffively  one  after  another,  pinching  fofely,  or  hard, 
fonietimes  flower,  fotnetimes  fafter,  till  fuch  time 
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as  the  Artery,  anfwerstotheTouches  which  the  Phy- 
fician  moves,  and  till  the  Strength,  Weaknefs,  Difor- 
der,  and  other  Symptoms  of  the  Pulfe  be  manifeft. 

They  pretend  that  there  never  happens  any  extra¬ 
ordinary  Accident  in  the  Conftitution,  but  does  al¬ 
ter  the  Blood,  and  confequently  caufes  a  different 
impreffion  upon  the  Velfels.  It  is  not  fo  much  by 
Reafoning  and  Arguing  that  they  are  inftru&ed  in 
this  Poin',  as  by  a  long  Experience,  which  much 
better  difcovers  to  them  all  thefe  wonderful  Chan¬ 
ges,  than  Theory  and  Speculation. 

When  they  have  a  long  time  been  attentive  to  the 
Voice  of  Nature,  that  explains  it  felf  by  the  Beatings 
of  the  Pulfe,  they  perfectly  and  truly  perceive  thole 
Differences,  which  to  others  feem  imperceptible. 
The  Pervigilium  and  Lethargy,  Lofs  of  Appetite,  or 
delire  to  eat,  the  Head-ach,  Weaknefs  of  Stomach, 
Fulnefs  or  Emptinefs;  all  thefe  are  the  Caufe  or  the 
Effed  of  fome  Diftemper  in  theMafs  of  Blood. 

So  that  its  Motion  will  be  at  that  time  lefs  fre¬ 
quent  or  quicker,  fuller  or  weaker,  uniform  or  irre¬ 
gular.  Sometimes  there  will  be  an  Undulation  or 
Trembling,  caus’d  by  the  Ebullition  of  the  whole 
Mafs  of  the  Humours ;  which  may  be  perceiv’d  like 
to  a  Bell  that  trembles  after  it  hath  been  rung;  fome- 
times  alfo  the  Artery  will  not  bear  a  ftroke,  but  will 
fweil  by  little  and  little.  By  preffing  it,  one  will 
moreover  be  able  to  perceive  feveral  Effeds  that  do 
not  declare  themfelves  to  the  bare  touch  ;  for  at  that 
timethe  Courfeof  the  Circulation,  which  is  fufpend- 
ed  or  leffend,  which  begins  again  immediately  after, 
with  more  force, will  give  occafion  to  judge  variouf- 
ly  and  differently  of  the  Difpofition  of  the  Heart,  of 
the  Fermentation  there  perform’d,  of  the  Quality 
of  the  Blood  there  prepared,  of  the  Obftacles  that 
impede  its  Paffages,  of  grofs  and  crude  Matter  that 
over-charges  itj  of  the  Nature  of  the  Spirits  that  too 
much 


Wit  and  Temper  of  tk  Chinefe.  1 1 7 

much  rarifie  it,  and  precipitate  Tranfpiration.  The 
Chhiefe  Phyficians  pretend  to  have,  by  a  long  Expe¬ 
rience,  diftinguilh’d  all  thefe  Differences  of  Pulfes, 
and  to  have  been  able  to  know  all  the  Diftempers  that 
are  incident  thereto  j  fo  that  they  hold  the  Patient's 
Hand  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  at  leaf! ;  fometimes  the 
Pvight,  fometimes  the  Left,  and  fometimes  both  of 
them  at  the  fame  time.  And  after  all,  as  if  they  were 
infpir’d,  they  play  the  Prophet ;  You  were  never 
troubled  with  thcHead-ach ,  fay  they,  but  with  an  Heavi- 
nefs  that  hath  made  you  drowfie',  or  eife  You  hqgeloft  yr.ur 
Appetite,  you  will  recover  it  again  within  Three  Days  pre- 
cijely.  This  Evening ,  about  Sun- fet,  your  Head  will  be 
freer,  your  Pulfe  indicates  Pain  in  the  Belly,  tmlcfsycu  have 
eaten  Juch  or  jack  Meat ;  This  Indifpofition  will  lafl  Five 
Days,  after  which  it  will  ceafe.  And  fo  for  other  Sym¬ 
ptoms  of  the  Malady,  which  they  find  out  or  prog- 
nofticate  pretty  exactly,  when  they  are  expert  in  the 
Science  5  for,  as  for  others,  they  are  commonly  falfe 
Prophets. 

Itisnottobequeftion’d,  after  all  thefe  Teftimonies 
we  have,  but  that  in  this  refpect  they  have  fome- 
thing  extraordinary,  nay, and  even  wonderful :  How¬ 
ever,  a  Man  Ihould  always  miftruft  them,  and  one 
cannot  be  too  much  upon  his  guard  againft  them,be- 
enufe  they  make  ufe  of  all  means  imaginable  to  get 
themfelves  fecretly  inftrud-ed  concerning  the  Patient’s 
Condition  before  they  vilit  him.  Nay,  they  are  fo 
cunning  (to  get  themfelves  Reputation)  as  to  feign  a 
kind  of  Diftemper  which  fometimes  they  themfelves 
procure  afterward.  A  Perfon  told  me,  that  fending 
tor  a  Phyfician  and  a  Chyrurgion  to  cure  him  of  a 
Wound,  one  of  them  told  him,  That  the  Malady  was 
occafmtd  by  a  f mall  Worm  that  was  infatuated  into  the  Flsfn, 
which  would  infallibly  produce  a  Gangreen,  ifbyjom  Re¬ 
medy  or  ether  it  were  not  fetch  d  out :  That  he  was  the  on¬ 
ly  Man  in  all  the  Country  that  had  this  Arcanum,  and 
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Would  put  it  in  praBice  for  his  fake,  provided  he  would 
not  grudge  him  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money.  The  Sick 
PerTon  promis’d  him  he  would  not ;  and  paid-  him 
pare  of  it  before-hand.  But  this  cheating  Sophifter, 
after  divers  unprofitable  Medicines,  entangl’d  at  laft, 
a  little  Worm  in  his  Plaifler,  which  he  pull’d  out  an 
Hour  after  in  Triumph,  as  if  it  came  out  of  the  very 
Wound.  His  Companion,  that  gain’d  nothing  by 
the  Management  of  this  Bufinefs,  afterward  detedled 
it,  but  it  was  too  late  ;  and  the  Chyrurgeon  com¬ 
forted  upTimfelf  more  eafily  for  the  lofs  of  his  Re¬ 
putation,  than  the  Sick  Perfon  for  the  lofs  of  his 
Money. 

However  the  Cafe  may  fiand  as  to  the  Capacity  of 
the  Chin.efe  Phyficians,  yet  certain  it  is,  that  they  pre- 
did  the  diftemper  eafier  than  they  cure  it ;  and  Men 
die  in  their  hands  as  they  doelfewhere.  They  prepare 
their  own  Remedies,  that  ordinarily  confift  of  Pills; 
which  according  as  they  are  prepar’d, are  either  Sudo- 
rifick,  purge  the  Blood  and.Humours,  fortifie  the  Sto¬ 
mach, fupprefs  Vapours;  or  are  Reftringent,difpofe  to 
evacuation;  but  feldom  work  by  Stool.  They  do  not 
let  Blood,  nor  know  the  Clyfter,  but  fince  they  have 
had  Correfpondence  with  the  Phyficians  of  Mam. 
They  do  not  difapprove  the  Remedy,  but  name  it 
The  Remedy  of  the  Barbarians.  They  apply  Cupping- 
Glaffes  not  only  upon  the  Scapula,  but  alfo  upon  the 
Belly,  to  affwage  the  Pain  of  the  Colick. 

They  are  in  a  manner  alfo  perfwaded,  that  the 
majority  of  Difeafes  are  causd  by  malignant  and  cor¬ 
rupted  Wind  that  have  flipunto  theMufcles,and  do 
ill  affedt  aii  the  parts  of  the  Body  :  The  moft  fure 
means  to  diflip  te  them,  is  to  apply,  in  different  pla¬ 
ces,  red-hot  Needles,  or  Buttons  of  Fire :  This  is  their 
ordinary  Remedy.  Once  I  feem’d  to  be  furpriz’d  at 
this  PradUce,  when  a  Chinefe  faid,  alluding  to  Phlebo¬ 
tomy,  They  treat  you  in  Europe  with  the  Sword,  but  hen 
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they  martyr  ns  by  Fire ;  this  Merle  will  probably  never  alter , 
kcauj'e  l  hyficimis  feel  not  the  Mifchief  they  do  us,  and  are 
not  worfe  paid  for  tormenting  us,  than  for  curing  ns . 

I  cannot  tell  whether  or  no  they  might  have  learnt 
this  violent  Remedy  of  the  Indians ;  or  whether  the 
Indians  themfelves  might  not  have  received  it  from 
the  Chinefe  Phyficians ;  but  they  pretend  in  the  Indies 
that  Fire  cures  all  Difeafes:  This  Perfwafion  which 
they  perfift  in,  makes  every  day  a  great  many  mife- 
rable  Perfons ,  whom  they  Cauterize  upon  the 
(lighteft  Illnefs. 

Yet  there  be  fomeMaladies  that  are  not  curable, but 
by  this  means.  The  People  of  the  Country,  but  efpeci* 
ally  the  Slaves,  are  much  troubl’d  with  a  violent  Co¬ 
lick,  which  the  Fortugueze  call  Mordetchin ,  occafion’d 
by  the  indigeftion  of  the  Stomach,  and  accompany’d 
for  the  moft  part,  witlKContinual  Vomitings ;  the 
Gripes  it  producethare  cruel,  and  the  Grief  and  An- 
guilh  often  deprives  them  of  their  Wits.  This  Grief  is 
infalibly  mortal,  if  they  do  not  remedy  it  after  the 
following  manner:  They  lightly  apply  an  Iron-Peal 
red-hot  to  the  Soles  of  the  Feet ;  if  the  Patient  (hews 
any  figns  of  feeling,  they  pafs  no  further,  and  he  is 
cured:  If hebeinfenfibleof  this  firft  Operation,  drey 
lay  it  on  harder,  and  ftill  continue  to  prefs  the  Peai, 
burning  unmercifully  to  the  very  Bone,  without  de¬ 
fining  till  the  Patient  complain,  which  puts  an  end 
to  the  Malady  and  Remedy.  But  if  theJFire,  how 
violent  foever,  makes  not  it  felf  be  felt,  they  defpair 
of  healing,  and  in  a  fhort  time  the  Patient' dies. 

Apiongft  all  the  China  Remedies,  there  are  none  fo 
much  efteem’d  as  Cordials ;  they  are  provided  with 
all  forts  of  them,  and  very  natural  ones ;  for  they 
confift  for  the  moft  part  of  Herbs,  Leaves  and  Roots. 
Their  Simples  are  numerous ;  and  if  the  People  of 
the  Country  may  be  believ’d,  they  have  all  of  them 
fovereign  and  experienc’d  Virtues.  I  brought  along 
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with  me  hither  near  four  hundred,  defign’d  in  then' 
natural  Colours  and  Figure,  according  to  thofe  the 
Emperor  caus’d  to  be  painted  for  his  Clofet.  Father 
Vifddmt,  one  of  the  fix  Jefuits  his  Majefty  lent  thi¬ 
ther  Anno  1 68  5-.  is  very  intent  upon  the  Tranflation 
of  the  Chimfe  Herbal ;  wherein  all  the  Vertues  and 
Qualities  of  all  thofe  Plants  are  explain’d.  This 
Father,  who  hath  accomplifh’d  himfelf  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Books,  will  thereto  add  particular  Reflexi¬ 
ons  of  his  own  ;  and  I  make  no  queflion  but  what 
he  lupplics  us  with  thereupon,  will  enrich  our  Bota¬ 
ny,  and  fatisfie  the  Ingenious  and  Curious. 

Amongft  thefe  Simples  there  are  two  that  I  may 
fpeak  of  beforehand  :  The  lirft  is 

*  Thee  is  a  corrupt  the  Leaf  of  *  fhk,  as  they  call  it, 

rfSL^itS'bc  !n  cbivf 5  th.e>'  "e  much  divicle<i 

call’d  T{ba,  it  is  the  ,n  ^ie*r  Opinions  touching  the 
term  of  the  Mamij-  Properties  they  afcribeto  it.  Some 
rm  Language.  do  maintain  that  it  hath  admirable 
ones ;  others,  that  ir  is  but  a  fancy 
and  meet  Whim  of  the  Europeans,  that  are  always  in 
love  with  Novelties,  and  put  a  value  upon  that  which 
they  do  not  underftand :  In  that,  as  in  all  other 
things  where  Men  do  not  agree,  I  think  we  ought 
to  take  the  middle  Path. 

In  China  they  ‘^e  fubjeft neither  to  Gout,  Sciatica, 
nor  Stone;  and  many  imagine,  that  Thee  preferve; 
them  agaiiift  all  thefe  Diflempers.  The  Tartars  that 
feed  upon  raw  Fleih,  fall  fick,  and  fufier  continual 
Indigeftionsfofoonas  ever  they  give  over  drinking  ol 
it ;  and  that  they  may  have  plenty  of  it,  they  bargain 
to  furniih  the  Emperor  with  almoft  all  the  Hot  fes  that 
ferve  to  remount  his  Cavalry ;  when  any  one  is  trou¬ 
bled  wit  ia  a  Vo-tigo  that  over-  charges  the  Brain.he  find: 
himfelf  extreamly  reliev’d  fo  foon  as  he  accuftom 
himfelf  to  'Thee:  In  France 'there  are  abundance  o: 
People  that  find  it  good  for  the  Gravel,  Crudities 


Wit  and  Temper  of  the  Chinefe.  2 1 1 

Head-aches ;  nay,  fome  pretend  to  hare  been  cur’d 
of  the  Gout  by  it,  almolt  miraculoufly $  To  quick 
and  fenfible  has  been  its  effect.  All  this  proves  that 
1‘hee  is  no  Chimera  and  Conceit.  Nay,  fome  after 
drinking  of  it  Deep  the  better,  which  argues  that  it  is 
not  proper  to  fupprefs  Fumes :  Some  there  be  who 
never  take  it  after  Meals,  without  experiencing  miff 
cbievous  Effeds;  their  Digeflion  is  interrupted  and 
difturb’d ;  and  they  find  a  long  time  after  Crudities, 
and  a  troublefome  Repletion.  Others  find  no  benefit 
by  it  neither  in  Gout  nor  Sciatica.  A  great  many  fay 
that  it  dries,  makes  lean,  and  that  it  obftruds ;  and 
that  if  there  be  any  good  Qualities  in  it,  the  molt' 
part  of  other  Leaves  would  in  a  manner  produce  the 
fame  Effed.  Thefe  Experiments  evince  that  its  Ver- 
tue  is  not  fo  univerfal  as  People  imagine. 

So  that  in  my  opinion, one  ftould  fpeak  moderate¬ 
ly  of  it, both  as  to  its  good  and  bad  qualities.  Perhaps 
warm  Water  alone  is  a  goodMedicine  again!!  Difiem- 
pers,  the  cure  of  which  they  attribute  to  Thee :  And 
there  arefeveral  People  that  are  exempt  from  many 
Inconveniencies becaufe  they  are  us’d  todrink  warm 
liquors.  Neverthelefs  it  is  certain,  That  Thu  is  of  a 
corrofive  nature, for  it  attenuates  hard  Victuals  where¬ 
with  itis  boyl  o,  and  consequently  is  proper  for  dige- 
f!ion,that  is  to  lay  for  diffoludon ;  which  a!fo  proves 
that  it  refills  Oblirudions,  and  that  Liquors  impreg¬ 
nated  with  its  Particles  and  Salts,  carry  off,  and  more 
ealily  feparate  whatfoever  adheres  to  the  Tunicles  of 
the  Veficls.  This  very  Quality  is  pi  oper  to  confume 
fuperfluous  Humours,  to  put  into  motion  thole  that 
lfagnareand  corrupt,  to  evacuate  others, that  cade  the 
Gout  and  Sciatica:  So  that  Thee,  with  caution,  is  a 
very  good  Remedy,  altho’  icbenot  foeffedual,  nor 
unirerfal,but  that  the  temperament  of  certainPerfons, 
the  height  of  the  Diftcmpcr,togecher  with  certain  oc¬ 
cult  Difpofitions,  may  many  times  retard  the  Effed, 
or  even  frufirate  its  Virtue.  Q  To 
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To  ufe  it  with  benefit,  it  is  requifite  to  know  it,  for 
there  is  more  than  one  fort  of  it.  That  of  the  Province 
of  Xafi  is  courfe,  harfh,  and  unpleafant.  The  Tartars 
drink  of  it :  There  is  neceffary  to  them  a  ftronger  Men- 
fimam  than  to  the  Chinefe ,  becaufe  they  feed  on  raw 
Flefh.  It  is  exceeding  cheap  in  the  Country,  a  pound 
of  it  will  coft  three  Pence.  In  this  fame  Province 
there  is  found  a  particular  Species  of  it,  more  refem- 
bling  Mofs  than  the  Leaves  of  a  Tree;  and  they  pre¬ 
tend  that  the  oldeft  is  of  excellent  ufe  in  acute  Di- 
ftempers.  They  likewife  adminifter  to  Tick  People  a 
third  fort,  whofe  Leaves  are  very  long  and  thick, 
and  its  goodnefs  increafes  in  proportion  to  its  being 
kept ;  but  that  is  not  the  Thee  in  ufe. 

That  which  they  commonly  drink  in  China,  hath 
no  particular  Name,  becaufe  it  is  gather’d  any  where 
in  different  Territories  and  Soils :  It  is  good,  the  In- 
fufion  is  reddilh,  the  Tafte  faint  and  fomewhat  bit¬ 
ter  :  The  People  ufe  it  indifferently  at  all  hours  of 
the  day,  and  it  is  their  rnoft  ufual  Drink. 

ButPerfonsof  Quality  ufe  two  other  kinds  that  are 
in  requcft  in  China.  The  firft  is  call’d  Thee  Soumlo ; 
it  is  the  name  of  the  place  where  it  is  gather’d  ;  the 
Leaves  are  fomewhat  long,  the  Infufion  clear  and 
green  when  it  is  frefh,  the  Tafte  pleafant ;  it  fmells 
as  they  fay  in  France ,  a  little  of  Violets,  but  this  Tafte 
is  not  natural ;  and  the  Chinefe  have  often  affur’d  me, 
that  to  be  good,  it  ought  to  have  no  Tafle  at  all. 
This  is  that  they  commonly  prefent  at  Vifits;  blit  it 
.is  exceeding  corrofive  ;  perhaps  the  Sugar  they  mix 
with  it  here  corrects  its  Acrimony ;  but  in  Chine , 
where  it  is  diunk  pure,  too  great  a  ufe  of  it  would 
be  apt  to  fpoil  the  Stomach. 

Thefecond  kind  is  call’d  Thee  Void ;  the  Leaves 
that  are  little,  and  enclining  to  black,  tinge  the  Wa¬ 
ter  with  a  yellow  Colour.  The  Tafte  is  delicious; 
and  even  the  weakeft  Stomach  always  agrees  with  it 
Ir 
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In  Winter  it  is  to  be  us'd  temperately,  but  in  Summer 
one  cannot  drink  too  iiiuch.  It  is  efpecially  good  in 
fweating,  after  travelling,  running,  or  any  other  vi¬ 
olent  Exercife.  They  give  of  it  alfo  to  lick  People ; 
and  thofe  who  have  any  care  of  their  Health,  drink 
no  other.  When  I  was  at  Siam,  I  heard  them  often 
talk  of  the  Flower  of  Thee,  of  Imperial  Thee ,  and 
of  feveral  other  forts  of  Thee,  the  Price  of  which  was 
yet  more  extraordinary  than  the  Properties  they 
aferibe  to  it :  but  in  China  I  heard  no  fuch  thing. 

Generally  fpeaking,  that  the  Thee  may  prove  excel¬ 
lent^  ought  to  be  gathered  early,  when  the  Leaves  are 
yet  ftnall, tender  and  juicy.  They  begin  commonly  to 
gather  it  in  the  Months  of  March  and  April,  according 
as  the  Seafon  is  forward ;  they  afterward  expofe  them 
to  the  fleam  of  boiling  W  ater  to  foften  them  again ;  fo 
foon  as  they  are  penetrated  by  it, they  draw  them  over 
Copper-plates  kept  on  the  fire,  which  dries  them  by  de¬ 
grees,  till  they  grow  brown, and  ro wl  up  of  themfelves 
in  that  manner  we  fee  them. If  theChinefe  were  not  fuch 
great  Cheats,  their  Thee  would  be  betterjbut  they  often¬ 
times  mix  other  Herbs  with  it,  to  fwell  the  fize  at  a 
fmall  charge, and  fo  get  more  Money  by  it :  fo  that  it  is 
a  rare  thing  to  meet  with  any  purely  without  mixture. 
It  commonly  grows  in  Valleys,  and  at  the  foot  of 
Mountains;  the  choiceft  grows  in  ftony  Soils :  that 
which  is  planted  in  light  Grounds  hold  the  fecond 
rank.The  lead  valuable  of  all  isfound  in  yellowEarth; 
but  in  what  place  foever  it  is  cultivated,  care  muft  be 
taken  to  expofe  it  to  the  South  ;  it  gets  more  ftrength 
by  that,  and  bears  three  years  after  being  fown.  Its 
Rootrefembles  that  of  a  Peach-Tree,  ana  its  Flowers 
referable  white  wild  Rofes.  The  Trees  grow  of  all 
fizesjfrom  2  foot  to  too, and  fome  arc  to  be  met  with 
that  two  Men  can  fcarce  gralp  in  their  Arms ;  this  is 
what  the  Chinefe  Herbal  relates.  But  from  my  own 
Obfervation  I  can  give  you  the  following  Account. 

Q  2  .  Entring 
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Entring  upon  the  Province  of  Fo£ie», they  firft  mane 
me  obferve  7/Wupon  the  declining  of  a  little  Hill ; 
it  was  not  above  five  or  fix  foot  high,  feveral  Stalks, 
each  of  which  was  an  Inch  thick,  joyn’d  together, 
and  divided  at  the  top  into  a  many  fmall  Branches, 
compos’d  a  kind  of  Clufter,  much  what  like  our  Myr¬ 
tle.  The  Trunk,  tho’  feemingly  dry,  yet  bore  very 
green  Branches  and  Leaves.  Thefe  Leaves  were  drawn 
out  in  length  at  the  point,  pretty  (trait,  an  Inch  or 
an  Inch  and  an  half  long,  and  indented  in  their 
whole  Circumference.  The  oldeft  feemedfomewhat 
white  without ;  they  were  hard,  brittle,  and  bitter. 
The  new  ones,  on  the  contrary,werefoft,  pliable, red- 
di(h,fmooth,tranfparent,and  pretty  fweet  to  th  eTafte, 
efpecially  after  they  had  been  a  little  chew’d. 

It  being  the  Month  of  September ,1  found  three  forts 
of  Fruit.  In  the  new  Branches  there  were  little  (limy 
Peafe, green  without,  and  full  of  yellow  Grains  within. 
In  others,  the  Fruit  is  as  big  as  Beans,  but  of  different 
Figures  5  forne  round ,containing  a  Pea ;  others  drawn 
out  in  length,  that  contain’d  two ;  fome  others  of  a 
Triangular  Figure,  bore  three,  very  like  to  thofe  that 
bear  the  Tallow-grain,  fo  famous  in  China.  The  firft 
Membrane  or  Skin  wherein  thefe  Grains  are  infolded, 
isgrecn,very  thick,andfomewhateven.  Thefecond 
is  white,  and  thinner ;  under  which  a  third  very  fine 
Pellicle  covers  a  kind  of  Gland,  or  fmall  Nut  perfect¬ 
ly  round,  that  (ticks  to  the  Bark  by  a  little  Fibre,  from 
whence  it  derives  its  Nourifhment.  When  this  Fruit 
is  young,  it  hath  bitternefs  in  it ;  but  a  day  or  two 
after  it  has  been  gather’d,  it  withers,  grows  long  and 
yellow, and  wrinkles  like  an  old  Hazel-Nut;  at  length 
it  becomes  unCtuous  and  very  bitter  .Befides  that, Ifound 
a  third  fort  of  hard,  old  Fruits,  the  firft  Skin  of  which, 
between  open  and  )hut,  fhew’d  within  a  hard  Bark, 
brittle,  and  altogether  refembling  that  of  a  Chefnut. 
After  I  had  broken  it,  fcarce  did  I  find  any  fignof 
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Fruit,  fo  dry  and  fiat  was  it  grown.  In  fome  others  the 
fame  Fruit  was  pulveriz’d,  in  others  was  found  a  little 
Nut  quite  dry  d  up,  and  cover’d  with  its  firit  Pellicle. 

Amongfttbefe  Fruits, a  great  number  of  them  have 
no  Germ  or  Bud,  which  they  call  Females ;  thofe  that 
have  any  may  befown,  and  produce  Trees:  but  the 
Chinefe  do  commonly  make  ufe  of  Graffs  to  plant.  The 
better  to  underhand  the  nature  of  this  Tree,  I  had  the 
curiofity  to  taller  lie  Bark  of  the  Trunk  and  Branches. 
I  chew’d  likewifefomeof  the  Wood  and  Fibres,  both 
of  them  feem’d  to  me  not  at  all  bitter,  fo  far  from  it, 
they  left  a  relifh  fweet  like  that  of  Liquorilh,  which 
yet  one  does  not  tafte  till  fome  time  after  the  chewing, 
/iltho'  this  particular  account  may  difpleafe  thofe  that 
are  not  concern’d  in  the  Jtno  wledge  of  Plants, yet  I  am 
fure  that  the  more  curious  could  wilh  a  more  nice  and 
exaCf  account,  as  to  the  delicate  mixture  of  Colours 
in  the  Flower,  the  orderly  difpofition  of  their  Fibres, 
the  conformation  of  the  final!  Branches  and  Roots, 
and  a  thoufand  other  Particulars  relating  to  the  Ana¬ 
tomy  of  them ;  but  that  is  the  bufinefs  of  time  and 
leifure:  I  had  but  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  examine  the 
Tree  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  write  to  you. 

There  is  in  China  another  Simple  much  more  fcarce 
than  Thee,  and  upon  that  very  account  more  valu’d, 
which  they  call  Gin-fern :  G'm  fignifies a  Man,  and  Sem 
a  Flant  or  Simple, as  much  as  to  (ay, The  Humane  Simple, 
or  the  Simple  that  refembles  a  Man.  Thofe  who  till 
this  time  have  given  another  conftrudion  to  thefe 
Words  are  excufable,  becaufe  they  do  not  underhand 
the  Emphalis  of  the  Chinefe  Characters,  which  do  a- 
lone  contain  the  true  lignification  of  terms:  the  lear¬ 
ned  give  it  abundar.ee  of  other  Names  in  their  Wri¬ 
tings,  that  fufficiently  declare  how  much  they  fet  by 
it ;  as  the  Spirituous  Simple,  the  pure  Spirit  of  the 
Earth,  the  Fat  of  the  Sea,  the  Panacea,  and  the  Re¬ 
medy  that  difpenfes  Immortality,  and  feveral  others 
ofthat  Nature.  (i>  3  It 
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It  is  a  Root  as  thick  as  half  the  Little  Finger,  and 
as  long  again.  It  is  divided  into  two  Branches,  which 
makes  a  figure  pretty  like  a.Man  with  his  two  Legs ; 
its  Colour  inclines  to  yellow,  and  when  it  is  kept  any 
time  itgrows  wrinkl’d, and  dry'.d  likeWoodjtheLeaves 
it  Ihoots  forth  are  little,and  terminate  in  a  Point ;  the 
Branches  are  black,  the  Flower  violet,  and  the  Stalk 
cover’d  with  .Hair  ;  they  fay  that  it  produces  but 
one  of  them;  that  this  Stalk  produces  three  Branchej, 
and  that  each  Branch  bears  the  Leaves  by  fours  and 
fives;  it  grows  in  the  (hade,  in  a  moiftSoil,  yetfo 
flowly,  that  it  comes  not  to  perfection  till  after  a  long 
term  of  years.  It  is  commonly  found  under  a  Tree 
call’d  Kia-chu,  little  differing  from  the  Syco'more. 
Altho’  they  fetch  it  from  feveral  places,  yet  the  belt 
came  heretofore  from  Petcii.  That  which  is  at  this 
day  in  ufe  is  taken  in  Leaotum,  a  Province  depending 
upon  China ,  and  fituate  in  the  Oriental  Tartar y. 

Of  all  Cordials,  according  to  the  Chinefe  Opinion, 
there  are  none  comparable  to  Gin-jcm ;  it  isfweer 
and  delightful,  altho’  there  be  in  it  a  little  fmack  of 
Bitternefs :  Its  effects  are  marvellous ;  it  purifies  the 
Blood,  fortifies  the  Stomach,  adds  Motion  to  a  lan¬ 
guid  Pulfe,  excites  the  natural  Heat,  and  withal  aug¬ 
ments  the  Radical  Moifture.  Phyficians  never  know 
how  to  make  an  end  when  they  fpecine  its  Virtues, 
'and  have  whole  Volumes  of  its  different  ufes.  I  have 
a  Collection  of  their  Receipts  that  I  Ihould  report 
intire  in  this  place,  if  I  were  not  afiaid  to  be  tedious, 
and  trefpafs  upon  your  Patience.  I  may  print  them 
hereafter,  together  with  agreat  many  Treatifes  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  Phyfick  or  Medicine  of  the  Chinefe.  I 
fhall  only  add,  to  what  I  have  but  now  fpoken,  the 
ufual  Courfe  they  take  in  Diftempers  attended  with 
Faintnefs  and  Swooning,  whether  it  proceeds  from 
Lome  Accident,  or  from  old  Age. 

Take  a  Dram  of  this  Root,  (you  muft  begin  with 
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a  little  Dofe,  and  may  increafe  it  afterward,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Effeft  the  former  Dofes  fnall  produce)  dry 
it  before  the  fire  in  a  Paper,  or  infufe  it  in  Wine,  til! 
it  be  fated  by  it ;  then  cut  it  in  little  pieces  with  your 
Teeth,  (and  not  with  a  Knife,  Iron  diminilhing  its 
Virtue),  and  when  it  is  calcin’d,  take  the  Powder  in 
form  of  a  Bolus,  in  warm  Water'or  Wine,  accord¬ 
ing  as  your  Diftemper  will  permit.  This  will  be  an 
excellent  Cordial,  and  by  continuing  it  you  will  find 
your  fclf  fenfibly  fortify’d. 

Take  alfo  the  fame  quantity  of  Gin-fern,  or  more 
ifyoubeextreamweak,  and  when  you  have  divided 
it  into  little  pieces,  infufe  it  in  half  a  Glafs-full  of 
boiling  Water,  or  elfe  you  may  boil  it  with  the  Wa¬ 
ter  it  felf;  the  Water,  if  you  drink  it,  will  have  the 
fame  effeft.  The  Root  may  ferve  a  fecond  time,%ut 
it  abates  of  its  force.  They  likewife  make  Broths  of 
it,  Eleftuaries,  Lozenges,  and  Syrups,  which  are  ex¬ 
cellent  Remedies  for  all  forts  of  Diftempers. 

They  have  alfo  another  Root  which  the  Vonugmft 
in  the  Indies  call  Tao-China ,  which  is  an  excellent  Su- 
dorifick,  very  proper  to  purge  the  Humours  and  cor¬ 
rupted  Blood $  but  the  Defcription  of  all  thefe  Sim¬ 
ples  would  make  me  deviate  too  much,  and  is  not 
proper  for  fuch  a  Ihort  Letter  as  this. 

The  Phyficians  of  China  do  not  employ  Apothe¬ 
caries  for  the  Compofidon  of  their  Medicines,  they 
prefcribe  and  give  them  at  the  fame  time  themfelves. 
Sometimes  in  the  Patient's  Chamber,  when  it  may 
be  conveniently  done,  and  fometimes  in  their  own 
Houfcs.  They  think  it  ftrange  the  Europeans  ftould 
aft  otherwife,  and  that  they  commit  the  principal 
point  of  the  Cure  to  Men  that  are  not  concern’d  in 
curing  ’em,  and  are  not  folicitous  about  the  goodnefa 
of  the  Drugs, provided  they  get  rid  of  ’em  to  their  ad¬ 
vantage.  But  there  is  another  diforder  in  China  a  great 
deal  more  dangerous  than  that  they  lay  to  our  charge  j 
and  that  is,  That  there,  every  Body  is  admitted  to 
Q  4  praftife 
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pradifePhyfick,like  other  Mechanick  Arts,  without 
Examination  or  taking  their  Degrees.  So  that  a  piti¬ 
ful  Fellow,  that  knows  not  where  to  put  his  Head, 
ftudies  perhaps  a  Phyfick-book  two  or  three  Months, 
and  fets  up  for  a  Dodor  cum  prlvihgto  at  the  expence 
of  the  Patient’s  Life,  whom  he  choofes  to  kill,  rather 
than  be  forc’d  to  jharve  himfelf  for  lack  of  Employ¬ 
ment.  The  Vulgar,  tho’  ill  ferv’d  by  them,  take  a 
ftrong  fancy  for  thefe  Pick-pockets,  and  they  would 
reckon  themfeives  covetous,  when  they  are  indifpo- 
fedjif  they  did  not  die,  or  cattle  their  Relations  to  die 
fome  other  way,  than  by  the  way  of  Nature. 

Yet  fome  of  them  you  lhaii  have  confefs  their  fault 
when  it  is  too  late ;  and  I  remember  that  an  Inhabi¬ 
tant  of  tire  City  of  Sucbtu  lofing  his  Daughter  more 
th^jp’  the  Ignorance  of  the  Phyfician,  than  by  the 
Power  of  the  Difeafe,  was  fo  enrag’d,  that  he  caus’d 
a  Paper  to  be  printed,  wherein  the  bad  Conduct  of 
the  pretended  Dodor  was  laid  open,  with  feverftl  Re¬ 
flexions  tending  to  decry  him  :  He  affixt  Copies  of 
it  in  all  the  publick  Places,  and  caus’d  ’em  to  be  di- 
Ifributed  to  the  principal  Houfes  of  the  City.  This 
Revenge,  or,  as  he  term’d  it,  this  Zeal  for  the  publick 
Good, bad  the  effect  he  promis’d  himfelf.The  Phyfici¬ 
an  loft,  together  with  his  Reputation, all  his  Practice, 
and  was  reduc’d  to  fo  great  an  extremity, that  hequick- 
lyifound  himfelf  in  no  condition  to  kill  any  body, 
y  The  Ch'mefe  that  are  mean  Proficients  in  Sciences, 
lucceed  much  better  in  Arts ;  and  tho’  they  have  not 
brought  them  to  that  degree  of  Perfection  we  fee 
them  in  Europe,  yet  know  they  in  this  refped  not  on¬ 
ly  what  is  neceffary  for  the  common  ufe  of  Life,  but 
alfo  whatever  may  contribute  to  convenience,  neat- 
nel's,  commerce,  and  even  to  well-regulated  Magni- 
>  licence:  They  would  have  got  a  great  deal  farther, 
nad  not  the  form  of  Government,  that  hath  preferi- 
fed  Bounds  to  the  Expences  of  private  Perfons,  put 
a 
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a  flop  to  them.  The  Workmen  are  extraordinary  in- 
duftrious,  and  if  they  be  not  fo  good  at  Invention 
as  we, yet  do  they  eafaly  comprehend  our  Inventions, 
and  imitate  them  tollerabSy  well.  There  is  made  in 
feveral  places  of  the  Empire',  Glafs,  Watches,  Pilfols, 
Bombs,  and  many  other  pieces  of  Workmanliiip  that 
they  may  thank  us  for;  but  they  have  had  time  out 
cf  mind  Gun-powder,  Printing,  and  the  ufe  of  the 
Compafs,  which  are  Niovel-Artsin  Europe,  tor  which 
perhaps  we  are  oblig’d  to  them. 

They  divide  the  Compafs  into  24  parts  only, where¬ 
as  we  deferibe  52.  they  evermore  imagin'd  that  the 
Needle  did  every-where  fhevv  the  true  place  of  the 
Pole,  but  by  divers  Experiments  which  we  made  be¬ 
fore  them, they  have  oblerv’d  fome  Variation  and  De- 
clenfion.  The  Loadftone  is  found  almoft  in  every 
Province;  it  comes  alfo  to  them  from  Japan :  but  the 
grand  ufe  they  make  of  it  is  in  Phyfick  ;  ’tis  bought 
by  weight,  and  the  belt  are  not  fold  for  above  Eight 
pence  or  T en  pence  an  Ounce.  I  have  brought  one 
with  me  an  Inch  and  an  half  thick,  which  tho’  in¬ 
differently  guarded,  takes  up  nevertheiefs  ix  pound 
weight ;  it  will  raife  14  or  ip  when  it  is  right  fixt. 
In  fine,  they  are  very  dextrous  in  cutting  them,  for 
in  France ,  tiro’  they  bring  them  into  all  figures,  yet 
it  is  not  without  great  labour  and  coif.  They  cut 
mine  in  Nemkim  in  lefs  than  two  Hours ;  the  Engine 
they  make  ufe  of  to  that  purpofe  is  a  plain  one.  and 
if  our  Workmen  would  ufe  ir,  they  would  abridge 
their  Labour.  I  fuppos'd,  Sir,  that  you  would  not 
be  unwilling  to  hear  an  Explanation  of  it. 

_  It  is  compos’d  of  two  Jaumbs  three  or  four  Foot 
high.  Arch-like,  with  two  Strings  like  a  Setting-iron, 
and  parted  by  a  Board  or  Shingle,  which  goes  crofs 
to  it,  and  clos’d  byaMortifein  the  Lee-board.  On 
*  the  Head  of  the  Jaumbs  is  fet  fiat  a  little  Rolling-pin 
or  Cylinder, of  an  Inch  and  an  half  diameter,  which 
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can  turn  circularly  by  means  of  a  firing  roll’d  in  the 
middle,  whofe  two  ends  hanging  are  ty’d  to  a  Step, 
on  the  which  the  Work-man  fets  his  Foot. 

At  one  of  the  extremities  of  the  Cylinder  a  flat  piece 
of  Iron  is  faftned  withMafticby  itsCenter,which  piece 
of  Iron  is  very  thin,  very  round, and  very  /harp  all  a- 
bout;  it  is  8  Inches  diameter,  and  moves  with  a  great 
fwiftnefs, according  as  the  Steps  are  fet  high  orlow.In 
the  mean  time  theW orkman  prefen ts  the  Loadftone  in 
one  hand,  and  in  the  other  the  Mud  made  of  a  very 
fine  Sand,  which  cools  the  Iron,  and  ferves  to  cut  the 
Stone ;  but  becaufe  the  Iron,  in  going  through  the 
Sand,  throws  it  about  with  Violence,  which  might 
blind  the  Workman,  care  is  taken  to  place  juft  under 
it  a  little  Board,  turn’d  in  the  manner  of  a  half  Cir¬ 
cle,  which  receiveth  it,  and  defends  the  Workman. 

Navigation  is  another  Point  that  /hews  the  addrefs 
of  the  Chbefe ;  we  have  not  always  feen  in  Eunfi 
fuch  able  and  adventurous  Sailors  as  we  are  at  pre- 
fent ;  the  Ancients  were  not  fo  forward  to  venture 
themfelves  upon  the  Seas,  where  one  muft  lofe  the 
fight  of  Land  for  a  long  time  together.  The  danger 
of  being  miftaken  in  their  Calculation  (for  they  had 
not  then  the  ufe  of  the  Compafs )  made  all  Pilots 
circumfpedt  and  wary. 

There  are  fome  who  pretend  that  the  Chsnefe,  a 
long  time  before  the  Birth  of  our  Saviour  Ch'rift, 
had  fail’d  all  the  Seas  of  India ,  and  difcover’d  the 
Cap  of  Good  Hop :  However  that  be,  it  is  molt  cer¬ 
tain,  that  from  all  Antiquity  they  had  always  ftout 
Ships ;  and  albeit  they  have  not  perfected' the  Artol 
Navigation,  no  more  than  they  have  done  the  Sci¬ 
ences,  yet  did  they  underftand  much  more  of  it 
than  the  Greeks  and  Romans ;  and  at  this  Day  they 
f.il  as  fecurely  as  the  Portuguefe. 

Their  Veftels  are  like  ours  of  all  Rates,  but  the 
Model  is  not  fo  fine ;  they  are  all  flat-bottom ’d ;  the 
Fore- 
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Fore-caftle  is  cut  fhort  without  a  Stem, the  Stern  open 
in  the  middle  to  the  end,  that  the  Rudder  which 
they  fhut  up  as  in  a  Chamber,  may  be  defended  on 
the  fides  from  the  Waves:  this  Rudder  much  'onger 
than  ours,  is  ftrongly  ty’d  to  the  Stern  -port  by  two 
Cables  that  pafs  under  the  whole  length  of  the  Veffel 
to  the  fore- part,  two  other  fuch-like  Cables  hold  it 
up,  and  facilitate  the  hoifting  or  lowering  it,  as  oc¬ 
casion  ferves ;  the  Bar  is  as  long  as  is  necellary  for  the 
guiding  it ;  the  Seamen  at  the  Helm  are  alfo  affifted 
by  Ropes  fattened  to  the  Larbord  and  Starboard* 
and  roll’d  upon  the  extremity  of  the  Bar  they  hold 
in  their  hand,  which  they  fatten  or  flacken  as  they 
fee  occafion,  tothruft  or  flop  die  Helm, 

The  Mifen-maft  is  quite  toward  the  Fore-part,  the 
Main-matt  is  not  far  from  the  place  where  we  place 
our  Mifens.  A  Cord  that  goes  from  Starboard  to 
Larboard,  according  as  the  Wind  chops  about,  ferves 
them  for  a  Stay  and  Shrowds ;  the  Boltfprit  which  is 
very  weak, is  at  theLarboard,at  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  the  middle,  where  we  are  wont  to  place  them. 
TheRound-tops  they  ufeare  very  fhort,but  the  Main- 
matt  is  of  a  prodigious  heightand  thicknefs,it  is  ftrong¬ 
ly  feized,  as  far  as  the  upper  part  of  the  Deck,  by  two 
fide-beams  that  ftrengthen  it  wonderfully, yea,  and  de¬ 
prive  it  of  playing,  which  we  leave  to  ours,  becaufe  it 
ferves  to  give  the  Veffel  Air, and  to  quicken  its  motion. 

The  low  Sails  are  of  very  thick  Mat,  trimm’d  up 
with  Laths  and  longPoles,to  ftrengthen ’em, from  two 
foot  to  two  foot,  fatten’d  to  the  whole  length  of  the 
Matts  by  feveral  little  Loops ;  they  are  not  fattened 
in  the  middle,  buthave  three  quarters  of  their  breadth 
loofe,  that  they  may  be  accommodated  to  the  Wind, 
and  readily  tack  about  as  occafion  ferves.  A  great  ma¬ 
ny  fmall  Cords  hanging  at  the  fides  of  the  Sail,  where 
they  are  plac’d  at  feveral  diftances  from  the  Sail-yard, 
tp  the  bottom  are  gather’d  up,  and  keep  tight  the 
whole 
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whole  length  of  the  Mat,  and  further  the  Motion 
when  the  Ship’s  Courfe  is  to  be  chang’d. 

As  for  the  Okam  to  caulk  withal,  they  do  not  ufe 
melted  Pitch  and  Tar,  but  a  Compofition  made  of 
Lime  and  Oil, or  rather  of  a  particular  Gum  with  Flax 
of  rafp’d  Bambou  ;  this  Matter  is  not  fubjeel  to  the 
Accidents  of  Fire,  and  the  Okam  isfo  good,  that  the 
Veilel  feldom  or  never  leaks,  neither  do  they  ever  ufe 
the  Pump,  a  Well  or  two  ferves  to  keep  the  Keel  dry. 
In  yourhuge  Veffels  the  Anchors  areof  Iron ;  in  the 
middle  fort  they  are  of  an  hard, heavy  Wood, and  they 
only  ftrengthen  the  ends ;  but  I  have  obferv’d  this  is 
not  fufficient ;  for  a  Spring-tide,  or  a  frefh  Gale  of 
Wind,  runs  the  Ship  a-drift,  when  it  is  not  well  an. 
chor’d :  And  to  fpare  the  coft  of  an  Iron  Anchor, 
they  often  run  the  risk  of  being  caft  away.  As  for  the 
Cables, they  are  of  Flax  of  Coco,  Canvas,  or  Rotin. The 
Rotin  is  a  kind  of  long  Cane,  which  they  make  into 
Tidies  like  little  Cords,  the  Twills  of  them  areufu- 
ally  fiat,  and  are  ftronger  than  all  the  other ;  but  be- 
caufe  they  eafily  fnap  under  Water  when  they  come 
to  touch  upon  any  Rock,they  do  not  much  ufe  them, 
but  only  upon  Rivers  to  tow  againft  the  Tide. 

The  Chinefe  have  in  their  Veffels  a  Captain  as  we 
have, but  his  chief  Bufinefs  is  to  keep  the  Crew  in  awe, 
and  to  vidual  ’em ;  the  Pilot  marks  out  the  Rhumb, 
and  places  the  Compafs.  When  they  can  difcover  no 
I  .and,  or  when  they  do  not  ken  it,  thofe  upon  Duty 
at  the  Helm, fleer  as  they  pleafe ;  fo  foon  as  they  come 
within  ken  of  the  Coaft,  or  enter  into  the  Port,  the 
Mariners  are  fo  vigilant,  and  fo  intent  upon  their 
Duty,  that  they  don’t  expecl  to  be  commanded. 

You  fee, My  Lord,  by  whatl  have  faid,  that  we  far 
furpafs  the  chinefe  at  Sea  in  the  Art  of  Navigation  j 
.  but  it  muft  be  confeft  that  upon  Rivers  and  Channels, 
they  have  a  particular  Skill  that  we  are  not  Mailers  of  j 
<hey  there  manage  with  a  few  Mariners  huge  Barks 
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asbig  asour  Ships;  and  there  is  fuch  a  great  number 
of  them  in  all  the  Southern  Provinces,  that  they  al¬ 
ways  keep  Nine  thoufand, nine  hundred,  ninety  nine 
ready  equipp’d  among!!  thofe  that  are  defign’d  for 
the  Service  of  the  Emperor.  This  - 

is  the  way  the  cimfi  ufhally  rec 
kon  ;  tor  this  way  of  exprefting  Kiouy 
themfelvcs  hath  a  greater Emphafis 
in  their  Language,  and  feem  to  denote  fomething 
more,  than  if  they  !hould.  fay,  in  one  Word,  that 
there  are  Ten  thoufand  of  them ;  it  is  a  hard  matter 
to  convict  them  of  an  untruth ;  for  really  there  is  fuch 
a  prodigious  number  of  them,  that  they  cannot  be 
reckon’d ;  they  are  all  fiat-bottom’d,  their  Sails  and 
Mafts  are  not  much  different  from  thofe  I  but  juft  now 
deferib’d,  but  the  Model  is  not  the  fame.  The  Body 
of  the  Veflel,  that  is  alike  broad  from  Prow  to  Poop, 
hath  two  Wellsjupon  the  firft,or  upon  the  Deck,  they 
build  from  one  end  to  another,  little  Cabins,  that  are 
rais’d  above  the  fides  feven  or  eight  Foot,  or  there¬ 
abouts  ;  they  are  painted  within  and  without,  var- 
nifht,  gilded,  and  all  over  fo  neat  and  handfom,  that 
they  are  capable  of  making  the  longeft  Voyagesfeem 
fhort,  tho’  fome  they  take  that  laft  four  or  five  Months 
without  intermiflion ;  for  they  lodge,  they  diet,  and 
are  always  aboard  thefe  noble  Barks ;  and  when  a 
good  Company  of  Mandarins  go  togetherf  which  pret¬ 
ty  often  happens  )  there  is  no  place  where  they  pafs 
the  time  away  more  delightfully.  They  vifit  one  ano¬ 
ther  almoft  every  day  without  Complement ;  they 
play,  they  treat  one  another  mutually,  as  if  they 
were  all  of  a  Family.  This  Society  feems  fo  much 
the  more  acceptable  to  them,  becaufe  it  is  not  fore  d 
and  conftrain’d,  as  in  other  places,  by  the  Incum- . 
hrances  of  nice  Ceremonies,  nor  fubject  to  Sufpicions 
that  fuch  a  free  Correfpondence  would  not  fail  to 
foment,  if  they  behav’d  themfelves  fo  in  the  Cities. 

Not-' 
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Notwithftanding  thefe  Barks  be  extraordinary  big 
and  tho’they  always  be  either  under  fail,  or  tugg’d  a 
long  by  Ropes,  yet  do  they  now  and  then  make  ufe  o 
Oars, when  they  are  upon  great  Rivers,  or  crofs  Lake: 
As  for  ordinary  Barks,  they  do  not  row  them  afte 
the  European  manner ;  but  they  fallen  a  kind  of  a  Ion 
Oar  to  the  Poop,  nearer  one  fide  of  the  Bark  than  t 
the  other,  and  fometimes  another  like  it  to  the  Prow 
that  they  make  ufe  of  as  the  Fifh  does  of  its  Tail 
thrufting  it  out,  and  pulling  it  to  them  again,  with 
out  ever  lifting  it  above  Water.  This  Work  pro 
duces  a  continual  rolling  in  the  Bark ;  but  it  hat! 
this  Advantage,  that  the  Motion  is  never  interrupt 
ed,  whereas  the  Time  and  Effort  that  we  emplo; 
to  lift  up  our  Oars  is  loft,  and  lignifies  no 
thing. 

The  knack  the  Chinefe  have  to  fail  upon  Torrents : 
fomewhat  wonderful  and  incredible :  They  in  a  mar 
ner  force  Nature,  and  make  a  Voyage  without  an 
dread,  which  other  People  dare  not  fo  much  as  loo 
upon  without  being  feiz’d  with  fome  Apprehenfior 
I  fpeak  not  of  thofe  Catarafts  they  afcend  by  met 
ftrength  of  Arm,  to  pafs  from  one  Canal  to  anothei 
which  in  fome  Relations  are  call’d  Sluices ;  but  t 
certain  Rivers  that  flow, or  rather  run  headlong  quit 
crofs  abundance  of  Rocks,  for  the  fpace  of  three  c 
fourfcore  Leagues.  Had  I  not  been  upon  thefe  peri 
lous  Torrents  my  felf,  I  ftould  have  much  ado  t 
believe,  upon  another’s  report,  what  f  my  felf  hav 
.  feen.  It  is  a  Ralhnefs  for  Travellers  to  expofe  then 
felves,  if  they  have  been  but  never  fo  little  inform’ 
of  it ;  and  a  kind  of  Madnefs  in  Sailors  to -pa 
their  Life  in  a  Trade,  wherein  they  are  every  M< 
rnent  in  danger  of  being  deftroy’d. 

•  Thefe  Torrents  whereof  I  fpeak,  which  the  Peop 

of  the  Country  call  Chan,  are  met  with  in  feveral  plao 
of  the  Empire ;  many  of  them  may  be  feen  when  or 
Trave 
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Travels  from  Ftancham,  the  Capital  City  of  Kiamfi 
to  Canton.  The  firft  time  I  went  that  way  with  Fa¬ 
ther  Fontancj,  we  were  hurry’daway  with  that  Rapi¬ 
dity,  that  all  the  endeavours  of  our  Mariners  could 
notwithftand  it,  our  Bark  abandon’d  to  the  Torrent, 
was  turn’d  round  like  a  Whirlegigforalong  time,  a- 
mongft  the  finuofities  and  windings  that  the  Courfeof 
the  Water  form’d  ;  and  at  laft  da/ht  upon  a  Rock  even 
with  the  Water,  with  that  violence,  that  the  Rudder, 
of  the  thicknefs  of  a  good  Beam,  broke  like  a  piece  of 
Glafs,  and  the  whole  Body  of  it  was  carry’d  by  the 
force  of  the  Current  upon  the  Rock,  where  it  re¬ 
main’d  immoveable :  If  inftead  of  touching  at  the 
Stern,  it  had  hit  fideways,  we  had  been  infallibly 
loft;  nor  yet  are  thefe  the  moll  dangerous  places. 

In  the  Province  of  Fokien,  whither  one  comes 
from  Canton  or  Hamcheu ,  one  is,  during  8  or  io  days,, 
in  continual  danger  of  perilhing.  The  Cataracts  are 
continual,  always  broken  by  a  icoo  points  of  Rocks, 
that  fcarce  leave  breadth  enough  for  the  palfage  of 
the  Bark :  There  are  nothing  but  Turnings  ■  arid 
Windings,  nothing  but  Cafcades  and  contrary  Cur? 
rents  that  dalh  one  againft  another,  and  hurry  the 
Boat  along  like  an  Arrow  out  of  a  Bow ;  you  are 
always  within  two  Foot  of  Shelves ;  if  you  avoid 
one,  you  fall  foul  upon  another,  and  from  that  to 
a  third  ;  if  the  Pilot  by  a  Skill,  not  fufficiently  to 
be  admir’d,  does  not  efcape  from  Shipwrack  that 
threatens  him  every  moment. 

There  are  none  in  all  the  World  befides  the  Chinefe , 
capable  of  undertaking  fuch-like  Voyages, or  fo  much 
engag'd  therein,  as  not  to  be  difeourag’d,  maugre  all 
the  Accidents  that  befal  them,  for  there  paffes  not  a 
day  that  is  not  memorable  for  Shipfwracksjand  indeed 
it  is  a  wonder  that  all  Barks  do  not  perilh.  Sometimes 
a  Man  isfo  fortunate  as  to  fplit'in  a  place  not  far  di- 
ftant  from  the  Shoar,  as  I  chanc’d  twice  to  do,  then 
indeed 
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indeed  one  efcapes  by  fwimming,  provided  one  has 
flrength  enough  to  druggie  out  of  the  Torrent,  which 
is  ufually  very  (trait.  Other  times  the  Bark  runs  a- 
drift, and  in  a  moment  is  upon  the  Rocks,  where  it  re¬ 
mains  aground  with  the  Paflfengers ;  but  fometimes  it 
happens,  efpecially  in  fome  more  rapid  Vortices,  that 
the  Veflel  is  in  pieces,  and  the  Crew  bury’d  before  one 
has  time  to  know  where  they  are.  Sometimes  alfo 
when  one  defcends  the  Cafcades  form’d  by  the  River, 
that  altogether  runs  headlong,  the  Boats  by  falling  all 
on  fudden,  plunge  into  the  Water  at  the  Prow,  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  rife  again,  and  difappear  in  a  trice. 
In  a  Word,  ■  thefe  Voyages  are  fo  dangerous,  that  in 
more  than  12000  Leagues  that  I  have  fail'd  upon  the 
mod:  tempefluous  Seas  in  the  World,  I  don’t  believe 
I  ever  run  thr  o’  fo  many  dangers  for  ten  years,  as  I 
have  done  in  ten  days  upon  thefe  Torrents. 

The  Barks  they  make  ufe  of  are  built  of  a  very  thin, 
liglK  Timber, which  makes  it  more  fit  to  follow  all  the 
impreffions  onehas  a  mind  to  give  them.  They  divide 
them  into  f  or  6Apartments  feparated  by  good  Parti¬ 
tions,  fo  that  when  they  touch  alt  any  place,  upon  any 
point  of  a  Rock,  only  one  part  of  the  £oat  is  full, 
whild  the  ocher  remains  dry,  and  affords  time  to  Hop 
the  hole  the  Water  lias  made.For  to  moderate  the  ra¬ 
pidity  of  the  Motion,  in  places  where  the  Water  is  not 
too  deep,  fix  Seamen,  three  on  each  fide,  hold  a  long 
Spret  or  Pole  thrud  to  the  bottom,  wherewith  they  re- 
fid  theCurrcnt,yetflackningby  little  and  little,  by  the 
helpofafmall  Rope  made  fad  atoneend  to  the  Boat, 
and  twin'd  at  the  other  round  the  Pole,  that  flips  bat 
very  hardly, and  by  a  continual  rubbing,  flackens  the 
motion  of  the  Bark, which, without  this  caution, would 
be  driven  with  too  much  rapidity  :  iufomuch  that 
When  the  Torrent  is  even  and  uniform, how  rapid  fo- 
ever  its  Courle  be,  you  float  with  the  fame  flownefs  a> 
one  does  upon  the  calmed  Canal ;  but  when  it  wiri 
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in  and  out, this  Caution  is  tonopurpofe ;  then  indeed 
they  have  recourfe  to  a  double  Rudder  made  in  fa¬ 
ction  of  an  Oar,  of  40  or  50  Foot  long,  one  whereof 
is  at  the  Prow,  and  the  other  at  the  Poop;  In  the 
plying  of  thefe  two  great  Oars  confifts  all  the  Skill  of 
the  Sailors,  and  fafety  of  the  Bark ;  the  reciprocal 
Jerks  and  cunning  Shakes  they  give  it,  to  drive  it  on, 
or  to  turn  it  right  as  they  would  have  it,  to  fall  juft 
into  the  Stream  of  the  Water, to  iliun  one  Rock  with¬ 
out  dalhing  on  another,  to  cut  a  Current,  or  purfue 
the  fall  of  Water,  without  running  headlong  with 
it,  whirles  it  about  a  thoufand  different  ways :  It  is 
not  a  Navigation,  it  is  a  Manage ;  for  there  is  never  a 
manag’d  Horfe  that  labours  with  more  fury  under 
the  hand  of  a  Mafter  of  an  Academy,  than  thefe 
Boats  do  in  the  hands  of  thefe  Chinefe  Mariners :  So 
that  when  they  chance  to  be  caft  away,  it  is  not  fo 
much  for  want  of  Skill  as  Strength ;  and  whereas 
they  carry  not  above  8  Men,  if  rhey  would  take  1  - 

all  the  violence  of  the  Torrents  would  not  be  capa¬ 
ble  to  carry  them  away.  But  it  is  a  thing  common 
enough  in  the  World,  and  efpecially  in  China ,  ra¬ 
ther  to  hazard  a  Man’s  Life,  and  run  the  risk  to  lofe 
all  he  has,  than  to  be  at  fmall  Charges  when  there 
is  not  an  abfoiute  neceflity  for  them. 

Seeing  I  am  fpeaking  of  the  Art  and  Skill  of  ti  e 
Chinefe  upon  Rivers,  I  cannot  forbear,  My  Lari,  let¬ 
ting  you  obferve  what  they  are  Matters  of  in  matter 
of  Filhing,  befides  the  Line,  Nets,  and  the  ordinary 
Inftruments  we  make  ufe  of  in  Europe,  which  they 
employ  as  well  as  we,  they  have  moreover  two  ways 
of  catching  Fifh,  that  feems  to  me  very  fingular 
and  odd:  The  firft  is  praftis’d  in  the  Night,  wheft  it 
isMoon-fhine;  they  have  two  very  long,  ftrait  Boats, 
upon  the  fides  of  which  they  Nail  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  a  Board  about  two  foot  broad,  upon  which 
they  have  rub’d  white  Varnifli,  very  fmooth  and  fhi- 
R  ning  5 
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ning  ;  this  Plank  is  inclin'd  outward,  and  almoft 
toucheth  the  Surface  of  the  Water :  That  it  may 
ferve  their  turn,  it  is  requifite  to  turn  it  towards  the 
Moon-lhine,  to  the  end  that  the  Reflection  of  the 
Moon  may  increafe  its  brightnefs,the  Fifh  playing  and 
fporting,  and  miftaking  the  Colour  of  the  Plank  for 
that  of  theWater,jerk  out  that  way , and  tumble  before 
'they  are  aware,  either  upon  the  Plank,  or  into  the 
Boat,fo  that  the  Filher-men,almoft  without  taking  any 
pains,  hath  in  a  little  time  his  fmall  Bark  quite  full." 

'  The  fecond  manner  of  Fifhing  is  yet  more  pleafant : 
They  breed,  in  divers  Provinces,  Cormorants,  which 
they  order  and  manage  as  we  do  Dogs,  or  even  as 
we  do  Hawks  for  the  Game ;  one  Filher-man  can 
very  eafily  look  after  an  hundred ;  he  keeps  them  per¬ 
ched  upon  the  (ides  of  his  Boat,  quiet, and  waiting  pa¬ 
tiently  for  Orders,  till  they  are-  come  at  the  place  de- 
fign’d  for  fifhing ;  then,  at  the  very  firft  fignal  that  is 
given  them,  each  takes  itsflight,  and  flies  toward  the 
wav  that  is  affign’d  it.  ’Tis  a  very  pleafant  thing  to 
behold  how  they  divide  amongft  them  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  River,  or  of  the  like;  they  feekup 
and  down,  they  dive,  and  come,  and  goupon  the  Wa¬ 
ter  an  hundred  times,  till  they  have  fpy’d  their  Prey ; 
then  do  they  feize  it  with  their  Beak,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  bring  it  to  their  Matter.  When  the  Filh  is  too 
big,  they  help  one  another  interchangably,  one  takes 
ic  by  the  Tail,  anotherby  the  Head,  and  go  after  that 
manner  in  company  to  the  Boat,  the  Men  hold  out 
long  Oars  to  them,  upon  which  they  perch  themfeives 
with  their  Filh,  they  fuffer  the  Filher-man  to  take  the 
Prey  from  them,  that  they  may  go  feek  for  another. 
When  they  are  weary,  they  let  them  reft  a  while ; 
but  give  them  nothing  to  eat  till  the  Filhing  is  over; 
during  which  time  their  Throat  is  ty’d  with  a  final! 
Cord,  for  fear  they  Ihould  fvvallow  the  little  Filh,  and 
when  they  have  fill’d  their  Bellies,  refufeto  work 
longer.  I 
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1  forbear  fpeaking,  M'j  Lord,  of  their  dexterity 
and  neatnefs  in  the  Manufactures  of  Silk,  Earthen- 
Ware,  Vernifli  and  Architecture:  Thefe  Matters  have 
been  exhaufted  in  publick  Relations.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  Silk-Stuffs  of  China  are  not  only  handfome, 
but  good  and  ferviceable ;  that  their  Porcelain  is  of  a 
neatnefs  and  matter  unimitable;thattheirVernifh,and 
the  life  they  make  of  it  upon  their  Cabinets,  Tables, 
and  Skreen-  have  procur’d  them  the  admiration  of 
all  Europe.  As  for  their  ArchiteCtdre,  altho’  they  have 
therein  a  fancy  far  different  from  ours,  and  coming 
fhort  of  that  Perfection  that  we  fuppofe  our  felves 
arriv’d  to  5  yet  muft  it  be  confeft  however,  that 
there  are  fome  pieces  of  Sculpture  in  China  perfectly 
well  wrought,  and  the  Publick  Edifices,  as  Gates  of 
great  Cities,  Towers,  and  Bridges,  have  Something  in 
them  very  noble  and  beautiful.  •  In  fine,  the  Chinefe 
in  point  of  Arts  are  dexterous,  laborious,  curious  to 
find  out  the  Inventions  and  Contrivances  of  other 
Nations,  and  very  apt  to  imitate  them.  But  what 
is  peculiar  to  them,  is,  that  in  all  their  Works  they 
perform  with  a  very  fewlnftruments,  and  plain  En¬ 
gines,  what  our  Artificers  in  'Europe  perform  with  an 
infinite  number  of  Tools. 

The  better  to  give  you  a  Character  of  their  Ingenu¬ 
ity,  I  /hall  add.  That  there  is  no  Nation  under  the 
Sun,  that  is  more  fit  for  Commerce  and  Traffick,  and 
underhand  them  better :  One  can  hardly  believe 
how1  far  their  Tricks  and  Crafrinefs  proceeds  when 
they  are  to  infinuate  into  Men’s  AffeCtions  to  ma¬ 
nage  a  fair  Opportunity,  or  improve  the  Overtures 
that  are  offer’d  :  The  defire  of  getting,  torments 
them  continually,  and  makes  them  difcover  a  thou¬ 
sand  ways  of  gaining ,  that  would  not  naturally 
come  into  their  Head :  Every  thing  ferves  their  turn, 
ovepy  thing  is  precious  to  the  Chinese ,  becaufe 
there  is  nothing  but  they  know  how  to.  improve. 
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They  undertake  the  mod  difficult  Voyages,  for  the 
lead  hopes  of  Gain,  and  that’s  the  reafon  why  all 
things  are  in  motion  j  in  the  Streets,  upon  the  Roads, 
upon  the  Rivers,  and  all  along  the  Coafts  of  the 
Maritime  Towns,  you  fhall  fee  a  world  of  Travel¬ 
lers  :  The  Trade  and  Commerce  that  is  carry 'd  on 
eveiy  where,  is  the  Soul  of  the  People,  and  the  pri- 
rmtrn  mobile  of  all  their  A&ions. 

If  they  would  accompany  Labour  and  natural  In- 
diftry  with  a  little  more  honedy,  efpecially  in  re- 
fpedt  of  Strangers,  nothing  could  be  wanting  to  them 
that  might  contribute  to  make  them  able,  compleat 
Merchants ;  but  their  effential  quality  is  to  deceive 
and  coulin,  when  it  lies  in  their  power ;  forne  of 
them  do  not  conceal  it,  but  boaft  of  it :  I  have  heard 
of  fomefobrazen-fac’d,  that  when  they  have  been 
taken  in  the  Fact,  to  excufe  themfelves  by  their  Sim¬ 
plicity,  fay.  You  fee  that  I  do  not  underfund  trap  :  you 
hioov  more  of  it  than  1 5  but  perhaps  I  fall  be  more  luck], 
or  more  fubtle  another  time.  They  falfifie  almoft  eve¬ 
ry  thing  they  vend,  when  things  are  in  a  condition 
tobefalfify’d.  They  fay  particularly,  that  they  coun¬ 
terfeit  Gammons  of  Bacon  fo  artificially,  that  many 
times  a  Man  is  midaken  in  them ;  and  when  they 
have  boil’d  them  a  long  time,  they  find  nothing, 
when  they  come  to  eat  them,  but  a  large  piece  of 
Wood  under  an  Hog’s-skin.  It  is  certain  a  Stranger 
will  l  e  always  cheated,  if  he  buy  alone,  let  him  take 
what  care  he  will ;  he  fhould  employ  a  trufty  Chineft, 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  Country,  who  knows  all 
the  Tricks;  and  indeed  you  will  be  very  happy,  i! 
he  that  buys,  and  he  that  fells,  do  not  collogue  to¬ 
gether  to  your  Cod,  and  go  fnipsin  the  Profit. 

_  When  one  lends  them  any  thing,  he  rnufl  havf 
Sureties ;  for  as  for  their  Word,  thofe  who  know 
them  cannot  rely  upon  it.  Some  of  them  have  beer 
obferv'd  to  borrow  a  very  fmall  Sum,  promifing t< 
relior 
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ieftore  the  Principal  with  vaft  Intereft,  which  they 
punctually  perform’d  upon  the  Day  appointed,  to 
gain  themfelves  the  Reputation  of  down-right  ho- 
neft  Men.  After  that  they  demanded  a  greater  Sum, 
which  they  repay  alfo  without  failing.  At  length, 
they  continu’d  this  Commerce  whole  Years  toge¬ 
ther,  till  fuch  time  as  engaging  to  credit  them,  and 
lend  them  confiderable  Sums,  they  carry ’d  their  Mo¬ 
ney  far  enough  off,  and  difappear'd  for  ever. 

When  they  would  obtain  a  Favour'  they  do  not 
difcdver  themfelves  all  on  the  fudden ;  there  are  fame 
who  prepare  for  it  whole  Years  before-hand.  They 
make  Prefents  to  the  Mailer,  and  to  all  thofe  of  the 
Houlhold ;  they  feem  fo  much  they  more  difinterefs’d, 
and  to  have  no  defign,b8caufe  they  refufe  all  Returns  j 
but  when  one  has  accepted  their  Toys,  which  they 
thought  they  might  do,without  fearing  any  bad  Con- 
fequence,then  they  begin  to  fliew  their  Deiign  ;  when 
j  they  have  fo  well  play’d  their  Game,  that  they  cannot 
in  reafon  receive  a  Repulfe  for  what  they  demand. 

This  fubtilty  of  deceiving  is  dill  more  extraordina¬ 
ry  in  Thieves  and  Robbers :  They  break  thro’  the 
trucked  Walls,  burn  Gates,  and  make  great  Holes  in 
them  by  the  help  of  a  certain  Engine  which  fires  the 
Wood  without  any  Flame.  They  penetrate  into  the 
moft-private  Receffes,  without  ever  being  perceiv’d ; 
and  when  People  awake  in  the  Morning,  they  are  a- 
maz’d  to  find  their  Bed  without  Curtains  and  Cover¬ 
lets, their  Chamber  unfurnilht,  Tables,  Cabinets,  Cof¬ 
fers,  Plate,  all  is  march t  off,  without  fo  much  fome- 
times  as  perceiving  any  Foot-fleps  of  the  Thieves, 
but  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  at  which  they  went  cut 
with  all  the  Moveables  of  the  Houfe. 

When  they  are  apprehended,  if  they  be  arm’d,they 
fuffer  death;  but  if  when  taken  they  are  found  in  no 
condition  to  wound,  or  kill  any  body,  they  inflict: 
fome  other  Corporal  Punifhment,  according  to  the 
quality 
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quality  of  the  Goods  fo  doll’n ;  but  if  they  have  ta- 
ken  nothing,  the  Judges  are  fatisfy’d  by  punching 
them  with  50  or  40  Blows  with  a  Cudgel.  They 
fay  thefe  Felons  have  a  certain  Drug,  the  Fume  of 
which  extreamly  dupifies,and  cads  into  a  deep  deep, 
which  affords  them  time  and  opportunity  to  do  their 
Job;  and  they  are  fo  perfwaded  of  that  Truth,  that 
Travellers  caufe  a  Bafin  of  cold  Water  to  be  brought 
into  their  Chamber  in  the  Inn,  which  is  a  fure  Reme¬ 
dy  to  fruftrate  the  Power  or  Charm  of  the  Fume. 

Not  but  thatafterall,  one  may  meet  with  Honefty 
and  Fair-dealing  amongft  the  Chinefe-;  for,  (  not  to 
fpeak  of  Chriftians,in  whom  Religion  hath  reform'd 
the  evil  Inclinations  of  Nature)  I  do  remember,  that 
at  my  firft  Arrival  into  Chinn  with  my  Companions, 
Strangers,  unknown,  expos’d  to  the  Avarice  of  the 
Mandarins ,  not  one  of  them  did  us  the  lead  Wrong ; 
and  what  appear’d  yet  more  extraordinary  was,  that 
offering  a  Prefen  t  to  a  Commiffioner  of  the  Cuitom- 
houfe,  People  that  are  ufually  greedy,  and  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  Improvement  offuch  fort  of  Occafions,  he 
proteded,  notwithdanding  all  our  earned  Intreaties, 
that  he  would  never  take  any  thing  of  any  Body  fo 
long  as  he  was  in  his  Office ;  but  if  one  Day  he  fhould 
chance  to  be  in  another  Condition,  he'  would  with 
all  his  Heart  receive  from  us  fame  European  Curiofity. 
After  all,  thefe  are  rare  Examples,  nor  mud  you 
from  them  take  the  Charafter  of  the  Natives. 

A  s  the  Chinefe  have  a  Genius  for  Commerce, fo  have 
they  likewife  for  Affairs  of  State ;  their  Wit  has  been 
a  long  time  adapted  to  Politicks,  and  negotiating  Af¬ 
fairs,  not  with  Foreigners,  whom  they  look  upon  as 
Barbarians,  and  their  Subjects,  whom  the  ancient 
haughtinefsof  the  Empire  forbids  to  correfpond  with, 
but  amongd  themfelves,  according  as  they  are  bound 
by  Intered,  or  as  their  Fortune  ingages  them  therein. 
There  is  Policy  amongd  Princes,  and  other  Grandees 


Wit  and  Temper  of  the  Chinefe.  240 

jf  the  Realm,  as  much  as- in  any  Court  of  Europe  ; 
ihey  continually  apply  themfelves  to  know  the  Gufto, 
Inclinations,  Humours,  and  Defigns  one  of  another; 
and  they  ftudy  it  fo  much  the  more,  as  they  are  more 
referv'd,  and  diffembling  themfelves,  they  keep  a  fair 
Coirefpondence  with  every  Body,  nay,  and  even 
obferve  a  Decorum  with  their  Enemies. 

As  the  way  of  challenging  to  Duel  is  not  allow’d 
in  the  State,  all  their  Revenge  is  cunning  and  fecret ; 
one  cannot  imagine  by  how  many  Shifts  and  Contri¬ 
vances  they  endeavour  to  deftroy  one  another,  with¬ 
out  making  any  (hew  of  having  any  fuch  thing  in  their 
Head.  They  are  not  only  DilTemblers,  but  Patient, 
even  to  Infenfiblenefs,  in  expeding  a  favourable  Mo¬ 
ment  to  declare  themfelves,  and  to  ftrike  home.  But 
as  they  obferve  all  forts  of  Meafures  with  their  Ene¬ 
mies,  the  better  to  lull  them  afleep,fo  they  fometimes 
huff  their  beft  Friends,  for  fear  left  a  too  ftrict  Bond 
of  Friend/hip  fhould  ingage  them  together  in  fome 
unlucky  Adventure.  So  far  are  they  from  that  bar¬ 
barous  Friend/hip  that  inclines  us  in  Europe  to  engage 
thofe  in  our  private  Quarrels  that  are  moft  devoted  to 
us,andtoexpofe  without  any  Advantage,  a  Life  that 
we  fhould  defend  even  by  the  lofs  of  our  own. 

The  Lords  of  the  Court,  the  Vice-Roys  of  Provin- 

Iand  Generals  of  Armies,arein  perpetual  motion, 
eferve  or  acquire  the  principal  Places  of  the  State ; 

1  carry  on  their  bufinefs  by  Money,  Favour,  and 
ntrigue:  And  fince  the  Laws  give  nothing,  either 
elicitation,  Riches,  or  Ambition  of  private  Per- 
,  but  folely  to  Merit,  the  moft  fubtle  feem  al- 
s  moft  moderate,  whilft  in  the  mean  time,  by 
undred  hidden  Springs,  they  endeavour  to  ob- 
the  choice  and  efteeni  of  the  Emperor. 

1  (hort,  if  fome  Neighbours, more  Potent  and  In- 
lent  than  the  "Tartars  had  ever  been  able  to  have 
horn’d  them  to  make  Treaties,  as  the  different 
People 
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People  of  Europe  do  amongft  themfelves,  I  am  perfwaded  that 
Polity  and  Negotiation  would  have  prov’d  more  powerful  to 
defend  them  from  /heir  Enemies,  than  that  prodigious  Wall 
of  which  they  endeavour’d  to  make  a  Bulwark,  and  allthofe 
numerous  Armies  wherewith  they  have  hitherto,  but  all  in 
vain,  oppofed  them, 

After  all  that  I  have  faid,  I  leave  you  to  judge,  My  Uri, 
of  the  Charafter  of  thefe  People,  and  of  the  Value  that  ought 
to  be  put  upon  them ;  when  a  Man  hath  a  Guft  as  good  as 
yours,  he  does  not' only  think  of  things  nicely,  but  alfo  judges 
of  them  folidly,  and  with  the  greateft  Exaftnefs ;  fo  that  I 
fuppofe  no  body  will  take  it  ill  that  I  fubmit  the  Chinefe  to  yom 
Cenfure.  They  only  would  find  fome  Difficulty  to  lubfcribe 
to  it,  if  they  underftood  the  Defeft  of  their  Wit  and  Genius, 
as  much  as  we  underftand  the  Delicatenefs  of  yours  ;  but  as 
they  believe  themfelves  the  mod  fenfible  Nation  in  the  World, 
lamfure  they  will  be  glad  to  be  left  to  the  Judgment  of  a 
Perfon,  whom  all  Frame  begins  to  admire,  and  what  is  moreJ 
whom  Lewi*  the  Great  honours  particularly  with  his  Efteem.  j 
You  will  obferve,  My  Lard,  in  China,  fome  Faults  which  one 
cannot  excufe  ;  all  the  Favour  I  beg  of  you  for  them  is,  to 
refieft,  that  formerly  they  Have  been  wifer,  more  fincere  and 
honeft,  lefs  corrupted  than  they  are  at  preftnt.  V ertue,  which 
they  cultivated  with  fo  much  Care,  which  contributed  infinite¬ 
ly  to  model  their  Reafon,  made  them  at  that  time  the  wiled 
People  of  the  Univerfe;  and  being  their  Manners  were  more 
regular,  fo  I  doubt  n<5t  but  they  were  then  more  intelligent, 
and  more  rational, 

However ,  in  the  very  Condition  wherein  they  are  at  prelent, 
you  will  perhaps  efteem  them  notwithftanding,  and  find  withal, 
that  thn  they  have  not  Ingenuity  enough  to  be  compared  with 
our  Learned  and  Knowing  Men  in  Europe,  yet  do  they  hot  give 
place  to  us  in  Arts ;  that  they  equal  us  in  Politenefs,  and  that 
perhaps  they  may  iurpafs  us  in'  Politicks  and  in  Government 
I  am  with  the  moft  profound  Refpeft, 

My  Lard, 

Tour  moft  humble 
and  moft  obedient  Servant, 

1} 
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PART  II. 


To  the  Cardinal  D’Eftrees. 

Of  the  Tolicy  and  (government  of 
the  Ghinefe. 

WH  E  N  I  had  the  Honour  to  give 
your  Eminence  an  Account  of  the 
prefent  State  of  China,  I  did  a  long 
time  doubt  whether  or  no  I  Ihould 
venture  to  defcribe  to  you  their  Form  of  Government. 
To  handle  fo  nice  a  Subject  requires  the  Abilities  of 
A(rmo^  exa<^  P^hician,  and  a  Knowledg  of  State- 
Affairs  exquifite  as  yours;  a  Subject  hot  to  be  ma¬ 
gged  by  any  without  pains  and  trouble,  but  which 
&  lies 
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ties  too  deep  for  thofe  of  my  Charater  whofe  Know' 
ledge  in  the  Affairs  of  this  World  is  flight  and  hiper" 
hcial. 

But  yet  it  would  be  the  greateft  of  Injuries  to  the 
Cuvefe.  to  pafs  that  over  in  filence,  which  they  look 
noon  as  the  thing  to  which  they  owe  all  their  good 
Qualities,  and  which  theyefteem  as  a  Mafterpiece 
of  the  moft  exact:  Policy :  Thus  therefore,  my  Lord,  j 
tbo  I  Ihould  own  it  a  piece  of  Imprudence  in  me  to 
meddle  with  thefe  myfterioils  Arcana  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  (earch  never  (o  little  into  the  depths  of 
worldly  Wildom;  I  could  be  content  to  be  blamed 
for  it  in  Europe,  if  China,  to  whom  I  own  I  bear  a 
Kindnefs,  and  Refped,  approve  of  it  in-, me,  and  get 
any  Credit  thereby. 

Amongft  the  feveral  Models  and  Plans  of  Govern¬ 
ment  which  the  Ancients  framed,  we  lhall  perhaps 
meet  with  none  fo  perfect  and  exact  as  is  that  of  the 
Chinefe  Mpnarchy.  The  antient  Lawgivers  of  this 
Potent  Empire, .  formed  it  in  their  days  very  little 
different  from  what  it  is  in  ours.  Other  States,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  common  fate  of  the  things  of  this 
World,  are  fenfible  of  the  weakneis  of  Infancy;  are 
born  milhapen  and  imperfect ;  and  like  Men  they 
owe  their  perfection  arid  maturity  to  time.  China 
fee  ms  more  exempted  from  the  common  Laws  of 
Nature;  and  as  though  God  him  (elf  had  founded 
their  Empire,  the  Plan  of  their  Government  was  not 
a  whit  lets  peifeCtin  its  Cradle,  than  it  is  now  after 
the  experience  and  tryalof  four  thoufand  years. 

During  all  which  time  the  Chinefe  had  never  fo 
much  as  heard  of  the  Name  ofRepublick;  and  when 
lately,  on  the  Hollanders  arrival,  they  heard  of  it,  it 
Jeeir.V:!  (b  ftrange  to  them  that  they  have  fcarcely  yet 
done  admiring  at  it.  Nothing  could  make  them  un¬ 
der  fhnd  how  a  State  could  regularly  be  governed 
without  a  King,  they  looked  upon  a  Repubiick  to  bs 
a  h'ionfter  with  many  Heads,  formed  by  the  ambition 
Keadinels 
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headinefs,  and  corrupt  inclination  of  Men  in  times 
of  publick  diforder  and  confufion. 

As  they  bear  an  averfion  to  Republican  Govern¬ 
ment,  fo  are  they  yet  more  fee  againft  Tyranny  and 
Oppreflion  >  which  they  fay  proceeds  not  from  the 
abfolutenels  of  the  Princes  Power,  for  they  cannot 
be  too  much  their  Subjeds  Matters ;  but  from  the 
Princes  own  wildnefs,  which  neither  the  Voice  of 
Nature,  nor  the  Laws  of  God  can  ever  countenance. 
The  Chinefe  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Obligation  which 
is  laid  on  their  Kings  not  to  abufe  their  Power,  is  ra¬ 
ther  a  means  to  confirm  and  eftablifh  them,  than  to 
occalion  their  ruin ;  and  that  this  ufeful  conftraint 
.'Which  they  themlelves  lay  on  their  Paflions  does  no 
more  diminifti  their  Power  or  Authority  here  on 
Earth,  than  the  like  conftraint  derogates  from  the 
Majefty  and  Power  of  the  Almighty,  who  is  not  the 
lefs  powerful  becaufe  he  cannot  do  evil. 

An  unbounded  Authority  which  the  Laws  give 
the  Emperor,  and  a  Neceffity  which  the  fame  Laws 
lay  upon  him  to  ufe  that  Authority  with  moderation 
and  diferetion,  are  the  two  Props  which  have  for  fo 
many  Ages  fupported  this  great  Fabrick  of  the  Chinefe 
Monarchy.  The  firft  Principle  thereof  that  is  in- 
ftilled  into  the  People,  is  to  refped  their  Prince  with 
fohigh  a  veneration  as  almoft  to  adore  him.  They 
Stile  him  the  Son  of  Heaven,  and  the  only  Matter  of 
the  World.  His  commands  are  indilpucabie,  his 
Words  carry  no  lefs  Authority  with  them,  than  if  they 
were  Oracles:  rnlhort,  every  thing  that  comes  from 
him  is  Sacred.  He  is  feldom  feen,  and  never  fpoken 
to  but  on  the  Knees.  The  Grandees  of  the  Court, 
the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  pay,  his  own  Brothers  bow 
to  the  ground,  not  only  when  he  is  prefenr,  but 
even  before  his  Throne;  and  there  are  fee  Days  every 
Week  or  Month,  in  which  the  Nobility  ailemble.. 
who  meet  in  one  of  the  Courts  in  the  Palace,  to 
acknowledge  the.  Authority  of  their  Pnnee  by  their 
'  R  a  moffi 
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mod  fubmiflive  Adorations,  tho’  he  perhaps  be  not 
there  in  Perfon. 

■  When  he  is  ill,  efpecially  if  dangsroufly,  the  Pa¬ 
lace  is  full  of  Mandarins  of  every  Order,  who  fpend 
night  and  day,  in  a  large  Court,  in  Habits  proper 
for  the  Occafion  to  exprefs  their  own  Grief,  and  to 
ask  of  Heaven  their  Prince’s  Cure.  Rain,  Snow, 
Cold,  or  any  other  inconveniences  excule  them  not 
from  the  performance  ofthis  Duty;  and  as  long  as 
the  Emperor  is  in  pain  or  in  danger,  any  one  that 
law  the  people  would  think  that  they  fear  nothing 
but  the  lofs  of  him. 

Befides,  Intereft  is  no  fmall  occafion  of  the  great 
Relpeft  which  islhown  him  by  his  Subjcds;  for  as 
loon  as  he  is  proclaimed  Emperor,  the  whole  Autho¬ 
rity  of  the  Empire  is  in  his  hand,  and  the  good  or  ill 
i  Fortune  of  his  Subjects  is  owing  wholly  to  him. 

Firft,  All  Places  in  the  Empire  are  in  his  difpofal, 
he  beftows  them  on  whom  he  thinks  fit ;  and  befides, 
he  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  difpofer  of  them  ,the 
more,  becaule  none  of  them  are  ever  fold.  Merit, 
that  is  Honefty,  Learning,  long' Experience,  ande- 
fpecially  a  grave  and  fober  behaviour,  is  the  only 
thing  confidered  in  the  Candidates,  and  no  other 
confiderations  can  lay  any  claim  to  favour.  Neither 
'is  this  all,  that  he  hath  the  choice  of  all  Officers  of 
'State ;  but  if  he  diflike  their  management  when  cho- 
fen,  he  difmiffesor  changes  them  without  more  ado. 
A  Peccadillo  has  heretofore  been  thought  enough  tq 
render  a  Mandarin  incapable  of  continuing  in  his, 
Place ;  and  I  am  told  that  a  Governour  of  one  of  their 
Cities  was  turned  out,  becaufe  on  a  day  of  Audience 
his  Cioaths  were  thought  too  gay  to  become  the  gra¬ 
vity  of  his  Office ;  the  Emperor  thinking  a  Perfon 
of  that  humour  not  fit  to  fill  fuch  a  Place,  or  to  a&A 
a  Magiftrate  who  reprefents  his  Prince. 

I  my  folf  faw  at  Pekin  an  Example  of  this  So- 
tereign  Power,  at  which  I  was  the  more  furprifod 
becaufe 
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becaufe  it  was  brought  about  with  fo  little  diftur- 
bance,  It  was  difcovered  that  three  Cohos  (  who  are 
Mandarins  as  honourable  for  their  Places  amongft 
the  Cbmefe,  as  our  Minifters  of  State  are  amongft  us ) 
had  taken  Money  under-hand  for  fome  Services  done 
by  them  in  the  Execution  of  their  Office.  The  Em¬ 
peror,  who  was  informed  of  it,  took  away  their  Sa¬ 
laries  immediately,  and  ordered  them  without  far¬ 
ther  trouble  to  retire.  What  became  of  the  two  firft, 
or  how  they  were  ufed,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  the  other, 
who  had  a  great  while  been  a  Magiftrate,  and  was  as 
much  efteemed  for  his  Underftanding  as  he  was  re- 
fpefted  for  his  Age,  was  condemned  to  look  after 
one  of  the  Palace  Gates  amongft  other  common 
Soldiers,  in  whofe  Company  he  was  Lifted. 

I  faw  him  my  felf  one  day  in  this  mean  Condi¬ 
tion  :  he  was  upon  Duty  as  a  common  Sentinel ; 
when  I  pa{Ted  by  him,  I  bowed  to  him,  as  indeed 
every  one  elfe  did ;  for  the  Cbmefe  ftill  refpe&ed  in 
him  the  (lender  remains  of  that  honour  which  he  had 
juft  before  pcflefled. 

I  muft  confefs,  .1 .  foon  left  wondering  at  fo  fevere 
apunilhment  inflitfted  on  fo  great  a  Man;  when  I 
faw  after  that  manner  even  the  Princes  of  the  Blood 
themfelves  were  ufed.  One  of  them  was  a  mighty 
loverofSports,  efpecially  of  Cock- fighting  (which  is 
a  ufual  Diverfion  in  the  Eaft,  and  the  obftinacy  of 
thofe  Creatures,  which  armed  with  Gavelocks,  fight 
’till  they  die  with  an  incredible  Skill  and  Courage,  is 
very  furprifing. )  The  Emperor  did  not  think  ita- 
mifs  that  this  Prince  fhould  fpend  a  few  hours  in  luch 
fort  of  Diverfions.  He  knew  that  Greac  Men  have 
(pare  time  as  well  as  others ;  and  that  it  does  not  de¬ 
rogate  from  any  Man’s  Character  to  throw  away  an 
hour  or  two  fometimes  in  .thole  Diverfions  which 
are  more  fuitable  to  young  People,  and  that  k  is  net 
at  all  improper  for  Men  of  Underftanhng  and  Gra¬ 
vity  to  condefee id  to  mean  and  ordinary  Eposes,  in 
R  ;  ’  order 


%4 6  Of  the  Policy  and  Government 

order  to  give  (bme  relaxation  and  eafe  to  their  weary 
Spirits.  Neverthelefs,  he  could  not  bear  to  fee  him 
fpend  his  whole  time  in  things  fo  much  below  his 
Quality,  and  lo  unbecoming  his  Years,  he  therefore 
told  him  of  it;  but  finding  that  this  admonition  did 
not  work  with  him,  the  Emperor  refolved  to  make 
an  Example  of  him,  and  did  therefore  declare  that 
he  had  forfeited  his  Title  and  Honour  of  Prince :  he 
was  befides  deprived  of  his  Retinue,  his  Salary,  and 
his  Quality,  till  he  (hould  by  lome  great  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  Adionmakeic  appear  to  the  whole  King¬ 
dom  that  he  was  not  unworthy  of  the  Blood  from 
whence  he  fprang. 

The  Emperor  went  yet  a  ftep  farther,  for  per¬ 
ceiving  that  the  number  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood 
was  very  great,  and  that  the  ill  Condud  of  many  of 
them  might  in  time  bring  their  Quality  into  con¬ 
tempt  :  he  publilhed  an  Order  that  none  Ihould  here¬ 
after  bear  that  Charader  without  his  exprefs  leave, 
which  he  gave  to  none  but  to  thole  who  by  their  Ver- 
tue,  Underftanding,  and  Diligence  in  their  Offices, 
did  very  well  delerve  it. 

Such  Admimlf  rations  in  Europe  would  caufe  Heart¬ 
burnings  and  Fadions  in  the  States  s  but  in  China 
they  are  brought  about  without  any  the  lead:  Diftur- 
bance,  thefe  Changes  create  no  manner  of  trouble 
if  they  are  done  for  the  Publick  Good,  and  not  from 
a  perfonal  Hatred  or  violent  Paflion;  however,  if  the 
Emperor  Ihould  be  fo  far  tranlported  as  to  ad  thus 
to  fatisfie  his  own  Paffion,  yet  if  his  Government  be 
generally  equitable  and  )uff,  liich  particular  ill  Ad- 
nuniftrations  raife  no  Faction  in  his  Subjeds  again!! 
him.  t 

You  will  have  a  plain  proof  of  the  abfolutenefs 
of  (he  Emperor’s  Power  from  a  PaiTage  which  hap¬ 
pened  in  a  late  War  with  one  of  the  Kings  of  Tar- 
‘  ury.  The  Emperor  lent  a  mighty  Army  under  his 
Brother’s  Command,  to  punilh  the  V anity  and  Ralh- 
nefs 
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fiefs  of  that  puny  King,  who  had  dared  to  make  in¬ 
roads  into  the  Countries  of  feveral  of  the  Allies  of 
the  Empire.  The  Tarter ,  whole  warlike  Troops 
fought  only  an  opportunity  of  flgnalizing  themfelves, 
advanced  to  engage  the  Imperial  Army,  and  fet  upon 
them  with  fb  much  violence  and  vigour,  that  at  laft, 
notwithftanding  he  was  lo  much  inferior  to  them  in 
number,  he  beat  them  from  their  ground,  and  forced 
them  to  retreat  in  dilbrder. 

The  Emperor’s  Father-in- Law,  an  old  Tartar,  well 
verfed  in  the  Trade  of  War,  commanded  the  Artil¬ 
lery,  and  plaid  his  part  fo  well  that  he  was  killed  at 
the  head  of  a  few,  yet  brave  Soldiers,  whom  he  en¬ 
couraged  as  well  by  his  Example  as  by  his  Words;  but 
the  General  was  accufed  for  flying  flrft,  and  draw¬ 
ing  by  his  flight  the  reft  of  the  Army  after  him.  The 
Emperor  who  is  himfelf  a  Man  of  Courage,  and  an 
admirer  of  Glory,  was  left  troubled  at  the  lofs  of  the 
Battle  than  he  was  at  that  of  his  Brother’s  Honour. 
He  fent  for  him  immediately  to  Court,  to  be  tried 
before  a  Council  of  the  Blood,  whom  he  aflembled 
in  his  Palace. 

The  Prince,  who  was  on  all  other  accounts  a  Per- 
fon  of  Angular  Merit,  iurrendered  himfelf  with  the 
fame  humility  and  fiibmiffion,  as  he  could  have  done 
had  he  been  the  meaneft  Officer  in  the  Army,  and 
without  flaying  till  Sentence  was  pronounced  he  con¬ 
demn’d  himfelf,  and  owned  that  he  delerved  death. 
You  deferve  it,  (aid  the  Emperor,  but  you  ought  to  re¬ 
cover  your  loft  Honour,  to  feek  your  death  in  the  midft 
of  your  Enemies  Troops ,  and  not  here  among  ft  us  in  the 
midft  of  Pekin  where  it  can  only  increafe  your  dsjgrace. 
At  laft  the  Emperor  was  inclinable  to  Pardon  him  ; 
but  the  Princes ,  who  thought  themfelves  in  fome 
meafure  difgraced  by  this  A&ion,  earneftly  begged 
of  the  Emperor  to  ufe  the  utmoft  of  his  Power  to 
punifh  him :  and  his  Uncle  who  aflifted  at  the  Coun¬ 
cil  treated  him  with  fo  much  fcorn  and  centempt, 
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that  amongft  us  fiich  ufage  would  afflidt  any  Gentle¬ 
man  fofenfibly  as  to  go  near  to  break  his  Heart. 

The  Emperor,  who  has  power  over  the  lives  of 
the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  can  certainly  difpofe  of  his 
other  Subjects:  the  Laws  make  him  fo  far  Mafter  of 
their  lives,  that  neither  Viceroy,  nor  Parliaments, 
nor  any  other  Sovereign  Court  throughout  the  whole 
Empire  can  Execute  any  Criminal  without  exprefs 
Order  from  Court.  They  are  Arraigned  and  Tried 
up  a  nd  down  in  the  feveral  Provinces,  but  the  Sen¬ 
tence  is  always  prefented  to  the  Emperor,  who  either 
confirms  or  ieje&s  it  as  hepleafes,  moft  an  end  he 
agrees  to  it,  but  heveiy  often  cuts  off  part  of  the  Sen¬ 
tence,  and  makes  it  lefs  rigorous. 

Secondly,  although  every  one  be  perfeft  Mafter  of 
his  Eftate,  and  enjoys  his  Lands  free  from  difturbance 
andmoleftation:  the  Emperor,  can  neverthelels  lay 
what  Taxes  he  thinks  fit  upon  his  Subjects  to  fup- 
ply  the  prcffing  wants,  and  relieve  the  neceffities  of 
the  State.  This  power  indeed  he  rarely  makes  ufe  of, 
whether  it  be  that  the  (landing  Revenue,  and  ordi¬ 
nary  Taxes  are  fufficient  to  maintain  a  War  abroad; 
or  whether  it  be  that  in  a  Civil  War  they  are  unwil¬ 
ling  to  run  thehazard  of  provoking  their  Subje&s  too 
much  by  laying  too  great  a  load  on  them.  They  have 
likewite  a  CuTtom  of  exempting  every  year  one  or 
two  Provinces  from  bearing  their  proportion  in  the 
Tax,  efpecially  if  any  of  them  have  (uffered  thro’ 
theficknefs  of  the  People,  or  if  the  Lands  thro’  un- 
(eafonable  Weather  have  not  yielded  (o  good  an  in- 
creafe:  as  ufuai. 

It  is  true  that  the  Subfidies  which  the  Laws  grant 
f.re  fo  confiderable,  that  were  the  C  Liu  ft  lefs  mdu- 
flrious,  or  their  Lands  lefs  fruitful,  this  Empire,  like 
the  reft  of  the  Indian  Kingdoms,  would  be  only  a 
Society  of  poor  and  miferable  Wretches.  It  is  this 
prodigious  Income  that  makes  the  Prince  fo  power¬ 
ful,  and  that  enables  him  at  an  hour’s  warning  to  raife 
'  "  '  a  Potent 
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3  Potent  and  a  numerous  Army  to  keep  his  People  in 
Obedience. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  reckon  what  the  Revenue  of 
this  Empire  amounts  to;  becaufe,  befide  the  mony 
that  is  railed  in  Specie ,  vail  Turns  are  paid  in  in  Goods. 
After  the  beft  examination  which  I  could  get  both 
from  the  Officers  and  from  their  Books,  I  believe  the 
Treafury  receives  in  mony  about  twenty  two  millions 
of  Ch'tmfe  Crowns,  which  the  Tortugmfe  call  Taels, 
each  of  which  in  our  mony  comes  to  about  fix  fhillings. 
But  the  Rice,  Corn,  Salt,  Silks,  Cloaths,  Varnifh, 
and  a  hundred  other  Commodities  which  they  pay  in, 
together  with  the  Cuftoms  and  forfeited  Ellates,  a- 
mount  to  more  than  fifty  millions  of  the  Chitieje 
Crowns.  So  that  after  having  allowed  for  the  Goods 
received  into  the  Treafury  their  value  in  Silver,  and 
having  made  the  neareft  and  moft  exadt  Calculation 
poffible,  I  find  the  ordinary  Revenues  of  the  Emperor 
to  amount  in  our  mony  to  one  and  twenty  millions 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  at  leaft. 

Thirdly,  The  right  of  making  Peace  and  War  is. 
the  Emperours,  he  may  make  Treaties  on  what  con¬ 
ditions  he  pleafes,  provided  they  be  not  fuch  as  are 
difhonourable  to  the  Kingdom.  As  for  the  Judgments 
which,  h'e;  himfelf  pafles  they  are  irrevocable,  and  to 
have  them  put  in  execution  he  need  only  fend  them  50 
his  Sovereign  Courts  or  Vice- Roys,  who  dare  not  in 
the  leaft  delay  Regiftring  and  Publifhing  them.  When 
on  the  other  hand  the  Sentences  pronounced  by 
their  Parliaments  or  other  Magiftrates,  are  no  ways 
obligatory  ’till  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  Em¬ 
peror. 

Fourthly,  Another  inftance  of  his  Supreme  Au¬ 
thority  is  this,  that  he  has  the  liberty  of  making  choice 
of  his  Succeffor,  which  he  may  not  only  chufc  from 
the  Royal  Family,  but  from  amongft  his  other  Sub- 
je&s.  This  ancient  right  hath  been  heretofore  put  in 
pradtife  with  lo  much  Impartiality  and  Wifdom ;  as 
would 
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would.be  admirable  even  in  a  Prince  who  to  his  other 
Titles  hath  that  of  Moll  Chriftian.  For  fome  of 
thefe  Emperors,  finding  none  of  their  Family,  tho’ 
numerous,  able  to  fupport  the  weight  of  a  Crown, 
chufe  for  their  Succeffors  perfons  mean  as  to  their 
Birth  and  Fortunes,  but  eminent  for  their  Virtue,  and 
admirable  for  their  Underftanding ;  faying  that  they 
a&ed  thus  not  only  from  a  defire  of  their  Kingdoms 
good,  but  alio  out  of  refped  to  the  Honour  and  Cre¬ 
dit  of  their  own  Children,  for  whom  it  would  be 
more  glorious  to  live  privately,  than  to  fit  upon  a 
Throne  expofed  to  the  Cenlure,  and  oftentimes  to 
the  Curies  of  all  their  People;  If,  laid  they,  a  Lofty 
Title  could  create  Merit  in  thofewbo  bad  it,  not  before,  m 
fhoald  indeed  injure  our  Children  in  excluding  them  from 
the  Crown.  But  fince  it  ferves  only  to  pumfl)  and  [freed 
their  defetfs  more  abroad ,  we  think  our  [elves  obliged,  by 
the  Kindnefs  and  Tendernefs  which  we  bear  to  them,  to 
Jteep  them  from  that  {hame  and  difgrace  which  a  Crown 
would  necejfarily  expofe  them  to. 

^  However,  Examples  of  this  Nature  have  been  very 
,  leldom  known,  for  the  Emperors,  for  many  Ages 
have  bounded  their  choice  within  the  Compafs  of 
'their  own  Families;  yet  they  do  not  always  chule  the 
eldelt.  He  who  now  Reigns  with  lo  much  Wifdom, 
was  a  younger  Brother;  and  lees  his  elder  Brother  as 
dutiful,  and  free  from  ;Ambition  as  the  meaneft  of 
his  Subjects.  The  great  number  of  Princes  of  the 
Blood  is  with  us  in  Europe  as  great  an  occafion  of 
Fears  and  Jealoufies,  but  in  China  it  is  quite  other- 
wile,  for  at  the  death  of  the  laft  Emperor  of  Chins, 
there  were  above  ten  thoufand  Princes  up  and  down 
the  feveral  Provinces,  yet  was  there  no  confufionor 
dilbrder  in  the  lead  ;  which  could  certainly  proceed 
from  nothing  but  the  exceffive  Authority  of  this  Era 
peror,  who  finds  as  little  trouble  in  China  in  Cover 
ning  a  multitude  of  Princes,  as  other  Piinces  do  ir 
Governing  the  Common  People. 

Further 
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Furthermore,  The  Emperor  after  he  has  made 
Choice  of,  and  puhiickly  owned  who  fhall  be  his 
Succeffor,  may  afterwards  exclude  him,  and  renew 
his  Choice;  but  not  unlefs  he  have  very  good  reafon 
for  doing  lo,  nor  unlefs  the  Sovereign  Courts  of 
?eki»  do  in  a  manner  give  their  confent  to  it;  for  if 
he  adts  thus  without  obferving  thefe  methods,  it 
would  not  only  raife  the  Peoples  Tongues,  ,but  per¬ 
haps  their  Hands  againft  him. 

Fifthly,  the  Grave  itfelf  cannot  put  an  end  to  his 
Power  over  his  Subjects,  which  is  exercifed  even  over 
the  Dead,  who  he  either  Difgraces  or  Honours  (  as 
much  as  if  they  were  alive  )  when  he  hath  a  mind 
either  to  Reward  or  Punifh  themfelves  or  their  Fami¬ 
lies.  He  makes  fome  after  their  deceafe  Dukes,  others 
Counts,  and  conferring  upon  them  feveral  other 
Titles  which  our  Language  knows  no  name  for.  Hp 
may  Canonife  them  as  Saints,  or  as  they  fpeak,  may 
make  them  naked  Spirits.  Sometimes  he  builds  them 
Temples,  and  if  their  Mini  dry  hath  been  very  bene¬ 
ficial,  or  their  Virtues  very  eminent,  he  commands 
the  People  to  honour  them  as  Gods.  Paganifm  hath 
for  many  Ages  authoriled  and  countenanced  this  a- 
bufe  of  Religion ;  yet  this  reparation  Religion  has 
from  the  Empire  of  China  for  the  foremention’d  injury, 
that  ever  fince  the  Foundation  of  this  Empire,  the 
Emperor  has  been  always  looked  upon  as  the  Chief 
Pneft  and  Principal  Servant  of  Religion ;  for  there 
are  fome  Ceremonies,  and  Publick  Sacrifices,  which 
he  alone  is  thought  worthy  to  offer  up  to  the  great 
Creator  of  Heaven. 

I  Sixthly,  there  is  another  Inftance,  which  tho’  of 
lefs  importance  than  the  proceeding,  yet  may  ferve 
as  well  as  them  to  (hew  how  unlimited  the  Authority 
of  this  Emperor  is.  It  is  this,  the  Emperor  hath 
power  to  change  the  Figure  and  Character  of  their 
Letters,  to  kbolifh  any  Character  already  received, 
or  to  form  any  new  one.  He  may  hkewife  change 
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the  names  of  Provinces,  of  Cities,  of  Families :  he 
may  likewife  forbid  the  ufing  of  any  expreffion  or 
manner  of  fpeaking,  he  may  forbid  the  ufe  of  ibme 
expreffions  which  are  generally  received,  and  may 
bring  into  ufe  and  paftife  thofe  ways  of  fpeaking 
which  have  been  looked  upon  as  obfolete  and  un¬ 
couth, and  this  either  in  common  Difcourfe  or  in  Wri¬ 
ting.  So  that  Cujiom  which  exercifes  fo  unalterable  an 
Authority  over  the  fignification  of  Words,  that  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Powers  were  too  little  to  fubdue 
it,  and  which  for  that  reafon  hath  by  fome  been 
called  a  fantaftical  and  an  unjuft  Tyrant,  equally 
commanding  both  Princes  and  common  People ;  this 
Cuftom,  I  fay,  of'-which  even  in  Europe  we  complain 
fo  much,  is  fubmiftive  and  humble  in  China,  and  is 
content  to  alter  and  give  way  when  the  Emperor 
commands. 

One  would  imagine  that  this  unlimited  power  fhould 
often  occafion  very  unfortunate  Events  in  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  indeed  it  fometimes  hath,  as  nothing 
in  this  World  is  without  its  Alloy  of  inconvenience. 
Yet  fo  many  are  the  Provifions,  and  fo  wife  the  Pre¬ 
cautions  which  the  Laws  have  prefcribed  to  prevent 
them,  that  a  Prince  muft  be  wholly  infenlible  of  his 
own  Reputation,  and  even  Intereft,  as  well  as  of  the 
Publick  Good,  who  continues  long  in  the  abufe  of 
his  Authority. 

For  if  he  hath  any  regard  for  his  Reputation,  there 
are  three  things  which  will  prevail  with  him  to  Govern 
by  JufticeandnotPaflion.  Firft,  the  old  Law-givers 
have  from  the  firft  Foundation  of  the  Government 
made  this  a  ftanding  Maxim,  that  Kings  are  properly 
the  Fathers  of  their  People,  and  not  Mafters  placed 
in  the  Throne  only  to  be  ferved  by  Slaves.  Wherefore 
it  is  that  in  all  Ages  their  Emperor  is  called  Grand- Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  all  his  Titles  of  Honour,  there  is  none 
,  which  he  likes  to  be  called  by  fo  well  as 

t  a'J°u‘  J  this  f.  This  Idea  of  their  Prince  is  fc 
deeplj 
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deeply  imprinted  in  the  .minds  of  his  People,  and  of 
his  Mandarins,  that  when  they  make  any  Panegyrick 
in  the  praife  of  their  Emperor,  it  is  upon  the  Topick 
of  his  Affedion  to  his  People.  Their  Teachers  and 
their  Philofopbers  conftantiyfec  forth  ir.  their  Books 
that  the  State  is  but  a  large  Family,  and  that  he  who 
knows  how  to  Govern  the  one,  is  the  beft  capable  of 
Ruling  the  other.  So  that  if  the  Prince  negleds  ne¬ 
ver  (b  little  the  pradife  of  this  Maxim,  he  may  be  a 
good  Warriour,  an  able  Politician,  a  learned  Prince, 
and  yet  meet  with  little  or  no  efteem  from  his  People. 
They  do  not  form- their  Character  of  their  Prince 
from  thefe  or  fuch  like  qualities,  his  Reputation  en- 
creafes  or  diminiflieth  with  them,  in  proportion  as  he 
is  or  is  not  a  Father  to  them. 

Secondly,  Every  Mandarin  may  tell  the  Emperor 
of  his  faults,  provided  it  be  in  fuch  a  fubmillive  man¬ 
ner  as  is  agreeable  to  that  veneration  and  profound  re- 
(ped  which  is  due  to  him ;  the  manner  they  ulually 
take  to  bring  it  about  is  this.  The  Mandarin  who 
perceives  any  thin  g  in  the  Emperors  management  difa- 
greeable  to  their  Conftitution  or  Laws,  draws  up  a 
requeft,  in  which,  after  having  fet  forth  the  refped 
which  he  bears  towards  his  Imperial  Majefty,  he  molt 
humbly  prays  his  Prince  that  he  will  pleaie  to  refled 
upon  the  Antient  Laws  and  good  Example  of  thofe 
holy  Princes  his  Predeceflours ;  afterwards  he  takes 
notice  wherein  he  apprehends  that  his  Prince  hath  de¬ 
viated  from  them. 

This  Requeft  lies  upon  a  Table  among  many  other 
Petitions  which  are  daily  prefented,  and  which  the 
Emperor  is  obliged  to  Read  :  if  he  does  not  hereupon 
change  his  Condud  he  is  put  in  mind  of  it  again,  as 
often  as  the  Mandarin  hath  Zeal  and  Courage  to  do 
■  it,  for  they  had  need  of  a  great  deal  of  both  who 
dare  venture  thus  to  expofe  themfelves  to  their  Princes 
indignation. 
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A  little  before  I  arrived  at  Pekin,  one  who  had  an 
Office  in  that  Court;  which  isappointed  for  the  infpe- 
ction  into  the  Mathematicks,  had  the  Courage  to  ad- 
vife  the  Emperor  in  the  aforefaid  manner;  concerning 
the  Education  of  the  Prince  his  Son,  fetting  forth  that 
inftead  of  breeding  him  up  to  Learning  and  Know- 
ledg,  his  Tutors  made  it  their  whole  care  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  make  him  expert  in  the  bufinefs  of  War,  to 
fhoot  with  the  Bow,  and  manage  his  Arms.  Ano¬ 
ther  let  the  Emperor  know  that  he  went  too  often 
from  his  Palace,  and  that  contrary  totheCuftomsof 
the  Antient  Kings  he  made  too  long  (lays  in  Tar¬ 
tar  j.  This  Prince  who  was  one  of  the  moft  haughty, 
as  well  as  the  moft  Politick  Governours  that  ever  lat 
in  the  Throne,  feemed  to  pay  fbme  deference  and  re- 
fpect  to  their  Advife.  Neverthelefs,  fince  thefe  his 
Journies  into  Tartary  contributed  much  to  the  pre¬ 
serving  his  Health,  the  Princes  of  his  Houfhold  beg¬ 
ged  of  him  to  regard  that  more  than  the  idle  whim- 
lies  of  particular  Men, 

As  for  the  Mathematician  who  had  troubled  him- 
felf  with  what  did  not  belong  to  him,  the  Education 
of  the  Prince,  he  was  turned  out  of  his  Office,  and 
the  reft  of  his  Fellow  Officers,  tho’  they  had  no  hand 
in  the  bufinefs,  were  deprived  of  a  years  Salary-  This 
method  had  been  practiced  for  a  long  time  in  China, 
and  their  Hiftories  take  notice  that  no  means  has  been 
found  lo  powerful  as  this  to  oblige  their  Emperors, 
when  they  act  amifs,  to  return  to  their  Duty,  altho’ 
this  means  proves  often  dangerous  to  thofe  particular 
perfons  who  make  ufe  ofit. 

Thirdly,  If  their  Princes  have  any  regard  for  their 
Reputation,  the  manner  in  which  their  Hiftories  are 
wrote,  is  alone  Sufficient  to  keep  them  within  bounds. 
"A  certain  number  of  Men  who  for  their  Learning 
and  Impartiality  are  purpofely  chofen  for  this  Affair, 
remark  with  ail  the  exactness  poffible  not  only  all 
their  Princes  Actions  but  alfo  his  Words;  each  of 
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thefe  perfons  by  himfelf,.  and  without  Communica¬ 
tion  with  the  others,  as  things  fall  out  fets  them  down 
in  a  loofe  Paper,  and  puts  thefe  Papers  thro’  a  Chink 
into  an  Office  fet  apart  for  this  purpole.  In  diefe 
Papers  both  the  Emperors  Virtues  and  Faults  are  fet 
down  with  the  fame  liberty  and  impartiality.  Suck  a 
day,  fay  the)’,  the  Princes  behaviour  was  unfeafonable 
and  intemperate,  he  [poke  after  a  manner  which  did  not 
become  his  Dignity.  The  punifhmcnt  which  be  infiicled  on 
fitch  an  Officer  was  rather  the  effects  of  his  Paffion,  than 
the  refult  of  his  Jttftice.  In  fitch  an  affair  he  ftopd  the 
Swor-.l  of  Jttftice,  and  partially  abrogated  the  Sentence 
puffed  by  the  Magistrates.  Or  elfe,  He  enter’d  Courage- 
mfty  into  a  JVar  for  the  defence  of  his  People,  an'd  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  honour  of  his  Kingdom.  At  fucb 
a  time  he  made  an  honourable  Peace.  He  gave  fucb  and 
fucb  marks  of  his  love  to  his  People.  Notwsthftanding 
the  commendations  given  him  by  his  Flatterers,  he  was 
not  puffed  up,  but  behaved  himfelf  modeftly,  his  words 
were  tempered  with  all  the  fweetnefs  and  humility  pnffible  • 
which  made  him  more  loved  and  admired  by  his  Court 
than  ever.  And  in  this  manner  they  fet  down  every 
thing  that  occurs  in  his  Adminiftration. 

But  that  neither  fear  on  the  one  fide,  nor  hope 
on  the  other,  may  byafs  thefe  Men  to  a  partiality  in 
the  account  they  give  of  their  Prince :  this  Office  is 
never!  opened  during  that  Princes  life,  or  while  any 
of  his  Family  fit  in  the  Throne.  When  the  Crown 
goes  into  another  Line,  which  often  happens,  all  thefe 
loofe  Memoirs  are  gathered  together,  and  after  they 
have  compared  them,  to  come  to  the  more  certain 
knowledg  of  the  Truth,  they  from  them  Compole 
the  Hiftory  of  that  Emperor,  to  propofe  him  as  an 
Example  to  Pofterity,  if  he  have  adted  wifely,  or  to 
expofe  him  to  the  common  Cenfure  and  Odium  of 
the  People,  if  he  have  been  negligent  of  his.  own 
Duty  and  his  Peoples  Good.  When-a  Prince  loves 
Honour  and  Glory,  and  fees  that  it  is  not  in  the  power 
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of  Flattery  and  Impodure  to  perfwade  the  People  to 
give  it  him,  he  will  then  be  circumfpedt  and  cautions 
how  he  behaves  himfelf  during  the  whole  Reign. 

Intereft,  which  has  a  far  greater  command  over 
fome  tempers  than  the  love  of  Reputation,  is  as  great 
a  motive  to  the  Emperor  to  be  guided  by  the  antient 
Cuftoms,  and  to  adhere  to  the  Laws.  They  are  fo 
wholly  made  for  his  advantage,  that  he  cannot  violate 
them  without  doing  fome  prejudice  to  his  own  Autho¬ 
rity  ;  nor  can  he  make  new  and  unufual  Laws,  with¬ 
out  expoling  his  Kingdom  to  the  danger  of  Change 
and  Confulion.  Not  that  the  Grandees  of  his  Court, 
or  his  Parliaments,  how  ze.iloufly  fbever  they  may 
ieem  to  alfert  their  Antient  CuRoms,  are  ealily  pro¬ 
voked  to  a  revolt,  or  to  make  tile  of  their  Princes  Go¬ 
vernment,  as  an  occahon  to  ditninilh  his  Authority. 
Altho’  there  aie  fome  Examples  of  this  in  Hiftory, 
yet  they  feldom  occur,  and  whenever  they  do,  it  is 
under  fuch  Cn  ciimllanccs  as  feerri  to  go  a  great  way 
towards  their  julnHcation. 

But  luch  is  the  temper  of  the  Chinsfe,  that  when 
their  Emperor  is  full  of  Violence  and  Puffion,  or  very 
negligent  of  his  Charge,  the  fame  Spine  of  Perverfe- 
nels  poflefles  all  his  Subje&s.  Every  Mandarin 
thinks  himfeif  the  Sovereign  of  his  Province  or  City, 
when  he  does  not  perceive  it  taken  care  of  by  a  Su¬ 
perior  Power.  The  chief  Miniilers  fell  Places  to  thofe 
who  are  unfit  to  fill  them.  The  Vice- Roys  become 
fo  many  little  Tyrants.  The  Governors  oblerve  no 
more  the  Rules  ofjuftice.  The  People  by  thefe  means 
opprefled  and  trampled  under  foot,  and  by  Confe- 
quence  milerable,  are  ealily  (fined  up  to  Sedition- 
Rogues  multiply  and  commit  Infolencies  in  Compa¬ 
nies  s  and  in  a  Country  where  the  People  are  almoft 
innumerable,  numerous  Armies  do  in  an  inftant  get 
together,  who  wait  for  nothing  but  an  opportunity, 
under  fpecious  pretences,  to difturb  the  Publick  Peace 
ana  Quiet. 
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Such  beginnings  as  thefe  have  occafipned  fatal 
Gonfequences,  and  have  oftentimes  put  China  under 
the  command  of  new  Mafters.  So  that  thebeft  and 
fureft  way  lor  an  Emperor  to  Eftablilh  himfelf  in  his 
Throne,  is  to  give  an  exad  regard  and  an  intire  obe¬ 
dience  to  thole  Laws,  whole  gOodnefs  have  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Experience  of  more  than  four  thoufand 
years.1 

This  is  the  ordinary  Form  of  Government  which 
the  Laws  prefcribe.  The  Emperor  harh  two  Sove¬ 
reign  Councils ;  the  one  is  called  the  Extraordinary 
Council,  and  is  compofed  of  Princes  of  the  Blood 
only ;  the  other,  called  the  Council  in  Ordinary, 
has  befides  the  Princes  feveral  Minifters  of  State  named- 
C dm  admitted  into  it.  ■  Thefe  are  they  who  examine 
all  the  Affairs  of  State,  and  make  their  report  to  the 
Emperor,  from  whom  they  have  their  final  deter¬ 
mination:  Befides  thefe  there  is  at  Pekin  fix  Sove¬ 
reign  Courts,  whofe  Authority  extends  over  all  the 
Provinces  lof  China,  each  of  thefe  Courts  have  their 
different  Matters  affigned  to  them,  of  which  they  are 
to  take  Cognifance:  the  Names  of  them,  and  what 
iscommitted  to  their  Judgment,  are  as  follows. 

The  Court  called  Lipou,  prefides  over  all  the  Man¬ 
darins,  «and  does  give  them,  and  take  away  from 
them  their  .Offices.  That  called  Houpou  looks  after 
theTreafery,  and  takes  care  of  raifing  the  Taxes. 
That  called  Lipou  is  to  look  after  the  Ancient  Cu- 
ftoms ;  to  this  Court  is  ai(o  committed  the  care  of 
Religion,  of  Sciences  and  Arts,  and  of  Foreign  Af¬ 
fairs.  That  called  Pimpou  has  charge  over  the  Soldiery 
and  its  Officers.  That  called  Compou  looks  after  all 
Publick  Buildings,  and  all  the  Emperor’s  Houles  and 
Palaces,  Each  of  thefe  Courts  are  divided  in  feveral. 
Offices,  feme  of  them  into  fifteen ;  the  Principal  of 
R'hich  Offices  is  managed  by  the  Prefident  and  two 
Affiftants,  who  have  the  final  infpsdtion  into  thofe 
S  things 
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tilings  which  come  under  the  Notice  of  that  Court ; 
the  reft  are  under  Offices,  and  confift  of  a  Prefident 
and  feveral  Counfellors,  all  of  which  are  fubjeft  to 
the  Prefident  of  the  Principal  Office,  from  whom 
there  is  no  Appeal. 

But  becaufe  it  is  the  Emperor’s  Iritereft  to  keep 
fuch  contiderable  Bodies  as  thefe  fo  far  under,  as  that 
it  may  not  lie  in  their  power  to  weaken  the  Emperor’s 
Authority,  or  to  enterprife  any  thing  againft  the  State; 
care  is  taken  that  tho’  each  of  thefe  fix  Courts  have 
their  particular  Charges  of  which  they  areconftituted 
(ole  Judges,  yet  no  conliderable  thing  can  be  brought 
to  perfe&ion  and  maturity  without  the  joynt  help  and 
mutual  concurrence  of  all  thefe  Courts ;  I  explain  my 
(elf  by  the  inftance  of  War :  the  number  of  the 
Troops,  the  quality  of  their  Officers,  the  march  of 
the  Armies,  are  provided  for  by;the  fourth  Court,  but 
the  Money  to  pay  them  muft  be  had  from  the  fecond. 
So  that  fcarce  any  one  thing  of  Confequence  to  the 
State  can  be  promoted  without  the  infpe&ion  of 
rtiany,  andoftimesofallthe  Mandarins. 

The  fecond  means  ufed  by  the  Emperor,  for  this 
purpofe,  is  to  place  an  Officer  in  each  of  thefe 
Courts,  who  has  art  Eye  to  all  their  proceedings. 
He  is  not,  it’s  true,  of  the  Council,  yet  he  is  prefent 
at  all  their  Affemblies,  and  informed  of  all  their  Pro¬ 
ceedings  1  we  may  call  this  Officer  an  Infpe&or.  He 
either  privately  advertifes  the  Court,  or  elfe  openly 
accufes  the  Mandarins  of  the  faults  which  they  com¬ 
mit  in  their  private  Capacities  as  well  as  of  thole 
which  they  commit  in  the  Execution  of  their  Office- 
He  obferves  their  A&ions,  their  Behaviour,  and  even 
their  Words,  fo  that  nothing  efcapes  his  notice.  1 0® 
told  that  he  who  once  undertakes  his  Employ,  can 
never  quit  it  for  any  other,  that  fo  the  hopes  of  a 
better  Preferment  may  never  tempt  him  to  be  Partial 
to  any  one,  nor  the  fear  of  looting  his  Place,  fright® 
him  from  accufing  thofewho  misbehave  tnemfeh® 


of  the  Chinese. 

Of  thefe  Officers  whom  they  call  Colis  even  the  Princes 
of  the  Blood  (land  in  awe ;  and  I  remember  that  one 
of  the  greateft  of  the  Nobility  having  built  a  Houle 
fomewhat  higher  than  the  Cuftom  of  China  fuffers, 
did  of  himfelf  pull  it  down  in  a  few  days,  when  he 
had  heard  that  one  of  thefe  Infpe&ors  talked  of  ac- 
culing  him.  ^ 

As  for  the  Provinces  they  are  under  the  immediate 
infpe&ion  of  two  forts  of  Vice  Roys.  One  fort  has 
the  Government  of  one  Province  only.  Thus  there 
is  one  Vice- Roy  at  Pekin,  at  Canton,  or  at  Nankitn,  or 
in  any  other  Town  but  a  little  diftant  from  the  chief 
City  of  the  Province.  Befides  this,  thefe  Provinces 
are  under  the  Governmental  other  Vice- Roys,  who 
are  called  Tfounto,  and  have  under  their  JuriiHiction 
two,  or  three,  nay  fometimes  four  Provinces.  There 
is  no  Prince  in  Europe  whofe  Dominions  are  of  fo 
large  extent  as  is  the  Jurifdi&ion  of  thefe  General 
Officers ;  yet  how  great  foever  their  Authority  nrpy 
feem  to  be,  they  do  in  no  wife  diminilh  that  of  the 
particular  Vice- Roys ;  and  each  of  thefe  two  Vice-Roys 
have  their  partfcularRight  fo  well  fettled  and  adjufted^ 
that  they  never  claffi  or  contend  with  each  other  in 
their  Admimftradons. 

Thele  have  all  of  them  in  their  feverdl  Lordlhips 
many  Courts,  of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe  at  Pekin 
already  defcribed,  but  are  fubordinate  to  them,  fb 
1  that  from  thele  they  Appeal  to  them :  there  are  beiide 
thele  feveral  other  inferior  Offices  for  the  preparing 
bulinels,  or  for  finilhing  it  according  to  the  extent 
of  their  Commiffions.  There  are  three  forts  of  Towns, 
each  of  which  have  their  particular  Governour,  and 
a  great  number  of  Mandarins  who  Adminifter  Ju- 
fti'ce ;  amongft  which  Cities  there  is  this  difference, 
that  thofe  of  the  third  fort  or  rank  are  fubordinate 
to  thole  of  the  fecond,  as  thofe  of  rhe  lecond  are  to 
them  of  the  firft ;  thele  of  the  hi  ft  rank  are  fub- 
Js<Sl  to  the  Jurifdiction  of  the  General  Officers  of  the 
S  i  Capital 
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Capital  Cities,  according  as  the  nature  of  things  re¬ 
quire,  and  all  the  Judges,  bg  their  Quality  what  it  will 
in  the  Civil  Government,  have  their  dependance  on 
the  Vice  Roy,  in  whom  refides  the  Imperial  Autho¬ 
rity.  He  from  time  to  time  convenes  the  principal 
Mandarins  of  his  Province,  to  take  Cognifance  of 
the  good  or  bad  Qualities  of  the  Governours,  Lieute¬ 
nants,  and  even  inferior  Officers :  he  fends  private 
Difpatches  to  Court  to  inform  the  Emperor  whotnif- 
behave  themfelves,  who  are  either  therefore  depri¬ 
ved  of  their  Offices,  or  elfe  cited  to  appear  and  offer 
what  they  have  to  fay  in  their  juftification. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Vice-Roy’s  Power  is  coun- 
terpoifed  by  that  of  the  great  Mandarins  who  are  a- 
bout  him,  and  who  may  accufe  him  when  they  are 
fatisfied  that  it  is  neceffary  for  the  publick  Good. 
But  that  which  principally  keeps  him  upon  his  Guard 
is  that  the  People,  when  evil  intreated  or  opprefled 
by  him,  may  Petition  the  Emperor  in  Perlon  for  his 
removal,  and  that  another  may  be  ordered  them. 
The  lealt  Infurre&ion  or  Difturbance  is  laid  at  his 
Door,  which  if  it  continues  three  days  he  muff  an- 
fwer  for  it'  at  his  peril.  It.  is  his  fault,  fay  the  Laws, 
if  Difturbancesfpring  up  in  his  Family,  that  is  in  the 
Province  over  which  he  has  the  Charge.-  He  ought 
to  regulate  the  Conduft  of  the  Mandarins  under  him, 
that  !o  the  People.may  not  fuffer  by  their  ill  manage¬ 
ment.  When  People  like  their  Mailers,  they  do  not 
ochre  to  change  them ;  and  when  the  Yoke  is  cafie, 
it  h  a  pleafure  to  bear  it. 

Out  becaufe  private  Perfons  cannot  eafily  come  at 
t  re  Court,  and  becaufe  the  juft  Complaints  of  his 
People,  cannot  always  reach  the  Ears  of  their  Prince, 
(  efpsciaiiy  in  China  where  the  Governours  eafily  cot- 
inpt  with  Bribes  the  General  Officers,  and  they  the 
Supreme  Courts ; )  the  Emperor  difperfes  up  and  down 
iecrct  Spiesj  Perlons  of  known  Wifdom  and  Repu¬ 
tation  ;  thefe  in  every  Province  by  their  cunning  ma¬ 
nagement, 
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nagement,  inform  themfelves  from  the  Country-mem 
Tradefmen  or  others,  after  what  manner  the  Manda¬ 
rins  behave  themfelves  in  the  execution  of  their  Offices- 
When  from  their  private,  but  certain  informations, 
or  rather  when  by  the  publick  Voice,  which  feldom 
impofes  on  us,  they  are  acquainted  with  any  Dif- 
order.  Then  they  publickly  own  their  Commiffion 
from  the  Emperor ;  they  take  up  thofe  Ci  iminal 
Mandarins,  and  manage  the  Caufe  again!!  them. 
This  heretofore  kept  all  the  Judges  to  their  Duty  ; 
but  fince  the  Tartars  have  been  Mafters  of  China ,  thele 
Officers  have  been  laid  afide;  inasmuch  as  fome  of 
them  abufe  their„Commiffion,  enriching  themfelves 
by  taking  Money  of  the  Guilty  to  conceal  their 
Faults,  and  of  the  Innocent,  whom  they  threatned 
to  accufe  as  Criminal.  Neverthelels,  that  fo  ufeful  a 
means  of  keeping  the  Magiftrates  to  their  Duty  may 
not  be  wholly  loft:  the  Emperor  himfelf,  who  has  a 
tender  love  for  his  Subjects,  hath  thought  it  his  Duty 
to  vifit  in  perlon  each  Province,  and  ro  hear  himfelf 
the  Complaints  of  his  People;  which  he  performs 
with  fuch  a  diligence  as  makes  him  the  Terror  of  his 
Mandarins,  and  the  Delight  of  his  People.  Amongfi: 
the  great  variety  of  Accidents  which  have  happened 
to  him  during  thole  his  Progress,  they  report  that 
being  once  leparated  from  his  Attendants,  he  faw  an 
old  Man  weeping  bitterly,  of. whom  he  enquired 
what  was  the  occafion  of  his  Tears.  Sir,  laid  the 
Old  Man,  who  did  not  know  to  whom  he  (poke,  I 
have  but  pne  Son  who  was  the  Comfort  of  my  Life, 
and  on  whom  lay  the  whole  Caie  of  my  Family,  a 
Mandarin  ol  Tartary  has  deprived  me  of  him;  which 
hath  made  mehelplels  at  prefenr,  and  will  make  me 
fo  as  long  as  I  live ;  For  how  can  I,  who  am  fo  poor 
and  friendlels,  oblige  fo  great  a  Man  as  he,  to  make 
me  Reftitution  ?  That’s  not  fo  difficult  as  you  imagine, 
faid  the  Emperor;  get  up  behind  me  and  direft  me 
to  his  Houfe,  who  has  done  you  this  Wrong.  The 
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good  Man  complied  without  any  Ceremony,  and  in 
two  hours  time  they  both  got  to  the  Mandarin’s 
Houfe,  who  little  expefted  fo  extraordinary  a  Vifit. 
In  the  interim  the  Guards,  and  a  great  Company  of 
Lords,  after  a  great  deal  of  fearch  made,  came  thither, 
fome  of  which  attended  without,  others  entred  with 
the  Emperor,  not  knowing  what  the  bufinefs  was 
which  brotighchim  there.  Where  the  Emperor  having, 
Convi&ed  the  Mandarin  of  the  Violence  of  which  he 
wasaccufed,  condemn’d  himonthefpot  to  death; 
afterward,  turning  round  to  the  afflidted  Father  who 
had  loft  his  Son:  To  make  you  a  good  Recompence 
for  your  loft,  (ays  he,  after  a  grave^nd  ferious  man¬ 
ner,  I  give  you  the  Office  of  the  Criminal  who  is  juft 
now  dead ;  but  take  care  to  execute  it  with  Equity, 
and  let  his  Punilhment,  as  well  as  his  Crime,  prove 
for  your  Advantage,  for  fear  left  you  in  your  turn 
are  made  an  Example  to  others. 

They  have  ftilla  farther  means  to  oblige  the  Vice- 
Roys  and  other  Governours  to  a  drift  care  of  their 
Charge,  which  Expedient  I  do  not  believe  any  Go¬ 
vernment  or  Kingdom,  tho’  never  (o  fcvere,  did  e- 
ver  yet  make  u(e  of.  it  is  this,  every  Governour  is 
-obliged  from  time  to  time  with  all  humility  and  fin- 
cerity  to  own  and  acknowledg  the  fecret  or  publick 
Faults  committed  by  himfelf  m  his  Adminiftation, 
and  to  (end  the  account  in  writing  up  to  Court.  This 
is'  a  more  troublefom  bufinefs  to  comply  with,  than 
one  readily  imagins,  for  on  one  fide  it  is  an  uneafis 
thing  to  accufe  our  (elves  of  thofe  things  which  we 
know  will  be  puniihed  by  the  Emperor,  ch6’  mildly. 
On  the  other  fide  it  is  more  dangerous  to  diflemble 
them ;  for  if  by  chance  they  are  aceufed  of  them  in 
the  lofpedors  Advertifement,-  the  lead  Fault  which 
the  Mandarin  (hall  have  concealed  will  be  big  enough 
.  to  turn  him  out  of  his  Mmiftry.  So  that  the  befit  way 
is  to  make  ^(incere  confeffion  of  ones  Faults,  and  to 
purchalea  Pa;  don  for  them  by  Money, which  in  Chinn 
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has  the  Vertue  of  blotting  out  all  Crimes,  which  Re¬ 
medy  notwithftanding  is  no  fmall  puniihment  for  a 
Cbinefe ;  the  fear  ofluch  a  puniihment  makes  him  of- 
times  exceeding  circumfped  and  careful,  and  fome- 
times  even  Virtuous  againft  his  own  Inclinations. 

After  thefe  Provifions  which  the  Laws  make,  as  I 
have  laid,  they  give  the  following  Dire&ions  how  to 
proceed  in  the  bufinels  of  pumlhing  Criminals.  There 
is  no  need  of  having  a  Warrant  to  carry  them  before 
the  Magiftrate,  nor  that  the  Magiftrate  Ihould  fit  in 
a  Court  of  Juftice  to  hear  the  Accufation  and  Plea 
of  the  Criminal.  Such  formalities  as  thefe  are  not  in¬ 
filled  on  there.  Wherever  the  Magiftrate  fees  a  Fault, 
there  he  has  power  to  punifh  it  on  the  fpot,  be  it  in 
the  Street,  the  highway,  or  in  a  private  Houfe,  it  is 
all  one;  he  may  take  up  a  Gameller,  a  Rook,  or  a 
Debauched,  and  without  more  Formalities  he 'orders 
feme  of  his  Attendance  to  give  him  twenty  or  thirty 
Stripes:  after  which,  as  tho1  nothing  extraordinary 
had  happened,  he  goes  on  his  Journey  without  any 
concernment.  Notwithftanding  this  puniihment,  the 
Perfon  damaged  may  accufe  the  lame  Criminal  again 
in  a  Superior  Court,  where  he  is  tried,  the  refult  of 
which  is  ulually  a  farther  puniihment. 

Farther,  the  Plantiff  may  in  common  Cafes  bring 
his  A&ion in anyHigher  Magiftratcs  Court,  even  be¬ 
fore  it  has  been  pleaded  in  an  Inferior  Court.  I  mean, 
an  Inhabitant  of  the  Town  of  the  firft  Rank  may 
forthwith  apply  himfelf  to  the  Governourof  the  Ca¬ 
pital  City  of  the  Province,  or  even  to  the  Vice  Roy, 
without  having  it  examined  before  the  Govemour  of 
his  own  Town ;  and  when  it  once  comes  before  a 
Superior  Judge,  the  Inferior  ones  may  not  take  Cog¬ 
nizance  of  it,  unlefs  it  be  deputed  to  them  by  thole 
Superior  Judges,  as  it  often  is.  When  the  Caufe  is 
of  great  Confequence,  there  lies  an  Appeal  from 
the  Vice-Roy  to  one  of  the  Supreme  Courts  at  Pekin, 
according  to  the  Nature  of  the  Affair,  where  the 
S  4  Caufe 
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Caufe  is  examined  in  one  of  the  under  Offices,  who 
make  their  report  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Supreme  Of¬ 
fice,  who  gives  Sentence  after  he  has  advifed  with  his 
Affiftants,  and  communicated  his  Opinion  to  the 
Colaos,  who  carry  it  to  the  Emperor.  Sometimes  the 
Emperor  defires  better  Information,  fometimes  gives 
Sentence  on  the  Spot,  and  in  his  Name  the  Supreme 
Court  makes  a  br  ief  of  the  Sentence,  and  fends  it  to 
the  Vice- Roys  for  them  to  put  it  in  Execution.  A  Sen¬ 
tence  pronounced  in  this  manner  is  irrevocable,  they 
call  it  the  Holy  Commandment ;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
Commandment,  which  is  without  defed  or  partality. 

You  will  think  it  doubtlefsan  inconceivable  thing, 
that  a  Prince  ihould  have  time  to  examin  himfelf  the 
Affairs  of  fo  vaft  an  Empire  as  is  that  of  China.  But 
beiides  that  Wars  and  Foreign  Negotiations  never 
fpend  his  time,  which  in  Europe  is  almoft  the  foie  bu- 
finefsof  the  Councils,  befides  this,  I  fay,  their  Af¬ 
fairs  are  (o  well  digefted  and  ordered,  that  he  can 
with  half  an  Eye  fee  to  which  Party  he  ought  to  in¬ 
cline  in  his  Sentence,’  and  this  becaufe  their  Laws  are 
fo  plain,  that  they  leave  no  room  for  Intricacy  or  Di- 
fpuce.  So  that  two  hours  a  day  is  time  enough  for  that 
Prince  to  Goverm  himfelf  an  Empire  of  that  extent, 
that  were  there  other  Laws  might  find  Employment 
for  thirty  Kings,  So  true  it  is  that  the  Laws  of  China, 
are  wife,  plain,  well  .underflood,  and  exadly  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  particular  Genius  and  Temper  of  that 
Nation. 

To  give  your  Eminence  a  general  Notion  of  this, 
I  fhall  think  it  Efficient  to  remark  to  you  three  things, 
which  are  exceeding  conducive  to  the  publick  Peace; 
and  arc  as  it  were  the  very  Soul  of  the  Government. 
The  firft  is  the  Moral  Principles  which  are  inflilled 
into  the  People.  The  fecond  is  the  Political  Rules 
which  are  fee  up  in  everything.  The  third  is  the 
Maxims  of  good  Policy  which  are,  or  ought  to  be 
every  where  obferved. 


The 


of  the  Chines  e.’  2<5j 

The  firft  Moral  Principle  refpe&s  private  Families, 
and  injoyns  Children  fuch'  a  Love,  Obedience,  and 
Refpeft  for  their  Parents,  that  neither  the  lererity  of 
then-  treatment,  the  impertinency  of  their  old  Age, , 
or  the  meannefs  of  their  Rank,  when  the  Children 
have  met  with  Preferment,  can  ever  efface.  One 
can’t  imagine  to  what  a  degree  of  Perfe&iori  this  firft 
Principle  of  Nature  is  improved.  There  is  no  Sub- 
miffion,  no  point  of  Obedience  which  the  Parents 
can’t  command,  or  which "  the  Children  can  refufe. 
Thefe  Children  are  obliged  to  comfort  them  when 
alive,  and  continually  to  bewail  them  when  dead. 
They  Proftrate  themfelves  a  thoufand  times  before 
their  dead  Bodies,  offer  them  Provifions,  as  tho’ 
they  were  yet  alive,  to  fignifie^that  all  their  Goods 
belong  to  them,  and  that  from  the  bottom  of  their 
Heart  they  wifh  them  in  a  Capacity  to  enjoy  them. 
They  bury  them  with  a  Pomp  and  Expence  which  to 
us  would  feem  extravagant,  they  pay  conftantly  at 
their  Tombs  a  Tribute  of  Tears,  which  Ceremonies 
they  often  perform  even  to  their  Pi&ures,  which  they 
keep  in  their  Houles  with  all  imaginable  care,  which 
they  honour  with  Offerings,  and  with  as  due  a  re- 
fpect  as  they  would  their  Parents  were  they  yet  alive; 
Their  Kings  themfelves  are  not  excufed  this  piece  of 
Duty,  and  the  prelent  Emperor  has  been  oblervant 
of  it,  not  only  to  his  Predeceflors  of  his  own  Fami¬ 
ly,  but  even  to  thofe  who  were  not.  For  one  day 
when  in  Hunting  he  perceived  a  far  off  the  magnifi¬ 
cent  Monument  which  his  Father  had  erefted  for 
Tfoumtcbm,  the  laft  Cbinefe  Emperor,  who  loft  his 
Life  and  Crown  in  a  Rebellion,  he  ran  to  the  place, 
and  fell  on  his  Knees  before  the  Tomb,  and  even 
wept,  and  in  a  great  concern  for  his  misfortune :  O 
Prince!  fays  he,  0  Emperor  worthy  of  a  better  fate  l 
you  know  that  your  deft  ruction  is  no  ways  owing  to  us ; 
pur  death  lies  not  at  our  door ,  your  Subjects  brought  it 
upon  you.  It  was  them  that  betrayed  you.  It  is  upon 
-  thmi 
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them,  and  not  on  my  Ancefiors,  that  Heaven  rnufl  fend 
down  vengeance  for  this  ail.  Afterward  lie  ordered ' 
Flambeaus  to  be  lit,  and  [ncenfe  to  be  offered.  During 
all  which  time  he  fixed  his  Countenance  on  the  ground, 
and  arofe  not  till  all  thefe  Ceremonies  were  over. 

The  ordinary  term  of  Mourning  is  three  years, 
during  which  time  the  Mourner  can  exercifeno  pub- 
lick  Office.  So  that  a  Mandarin  is  obliged  to  for- 
•  lake  his  Employ,  and  a  Minifter  of  State  his  Office, 
to  (pend  all  that  time  in  Grief.  If  a  Father  be  ho¬ 
noured  after  his  Death  as  a  God,  to  be  furehe  is o- 
bcyed  in  his  Family  like  a  Prince,  over  whom  he  ex- 
ercifesadefpotickPower;  as  abfolute  Mailer  not  only 
of  his  Eftate  which  he  diftributes  to  whom  he  pleafes, 
but  alfb  of  his  Concubines  and  Children,  of  whom 
he  difpofes  with  that  Liberty  and  Power  that  he  may 
fell  them  to  Strangers  when  -their  behaviour  difpleafes 
him.  If  a  Father  accules  his  Son  of  any  Crime  be¬ 
fore  a  Mandarin,  there  needs  no  proof  of  it  5  its  flip- 
pofed  to  be  true  that  the  Son  is  in  the  Fault  if  the  Fa¬ 
ther  be  difpleafed.  This  Paternal  Power  is  of  that 
extent,  that  there  is  no  Father  but  may  take  his  Son’s 
’  Life  away,  if  he  will  flick  to  his  Accufation.  When 
we  feemed  amazed  at  this  proceedure,  we  were  an- 
fwered  :  Who  underftands  the  merit  of  the  Son  better 
than  the  Father,  who  has  brought  him  up,  educated 
him,  and  fuch  a  long  time  obferved  all  his  Actions  t 
And  again,  can  any  Perfon  have  a  greater  Love,  or 
a  more  fincere  AfFedtion  for  him  ?  If  therefore  he 
who  knows  the  Cafe  exactly,  and  loves  him  tenderly, 
Condemns  him,  how  can  we  pronounce  him  guiltlefs 
and  innocent  ?  And  when  we  objected  that  (ome  Per- 
fons  have  an  inbred  diflike  of  others,  and  that  Fa¬ 
thers  who  were  Men,  as  well  as  Fathers, .  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  fuch  antipathies  againfl  fome  of  their  Chil¬ 
dren  ;  they  anfwered,  that  Men  were  not  more  un¬ 
natural  than  favage  Bealls,.  the  cruellell  of  which  ne¬ 
ver  dsftroyed  their  young  ones  for  a  Frolick;  Jout 
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luppoling  there  be  fuch  Monfters  among  Men,  their 
Children  by  them  modefty  and  fweetnels  of  temper 
muft  tame  and  (often  them.  But  after  all,  fay  they,  the 
love  of  their  Children  is  fo  deeply  imprinted  in  the 
Hearts  ofParents,  that  antipathy,  or  diflike,  unlefs  pro¬ 
voked  and  inflamed  by  the  undutiful  ftubbornefs  and 
dilorderly  behaviour  of  their  Ghildren.can  never  erale. 

If  it  Ihould  happen  that  a  Son  Ihould  be  fo  infolent' 
as  to  mock  his  Parents,  or  to  arrive  to  that  height  of  fury 
and  madnefs  as  to  lay  violent  hands  on  them ;  it  is 
the  whole  Empire’s  concern,  and  the  Province  where 
this  horrible  Violence  it  committed  is  allarmed.  The 
Emperor  himfelf  judges  the  Criminal.  All  the  Man¬ 
darins  near  the  place  are  turned  out,  Specially  thole 
of  that  Town,  who  have  been  lo  negligent  in  their 
Inftruftions.  The  Neighbours  ate  all  reprimanded 
for  neglecting,  by  former  Punilhments,  to  flop  the 
iniquity  of  this  Criminal  before  it  came  to  this  height, 
for  they  fuppole  that  luch  a  Diabolical  temperas  this 
muft  needs  have  Ihewed  it  felf  on  other  Occalions, 
fmee  it’s  hardly  poffible  to  attain  to  fuch  a  pitch  of 
iniquity  at  once.  As  for  the  Criminal  there  is  no 
Punilhment  which  they  think  too  levere.  They  cut 
him  into  athoufand  pieces,  burn  him,  deftroyhis 
Houle'  to  the  Ground,  and  eventhofe  Houles  which 
Hand  near  it,  and  let  up  Monuments  and  Memorials 
of  this  To  horrible  an  infolence. 

Even  the  Emperors  them  (elves  can’t  reject  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  their  Parents  without  running  the  rilque  of 
I  ■  .  buffering  for  it;  and  Hiftory  tells  us  a  Story  which 
will  always  maKe  the  AfFeCtion  which  the  Cbinefe 
have  to  this  Duty  appear  admirable.  One  of  the 
Emperors  had  a  Mother  who  managed  a  private  In- 
treague  with  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Court;  the  no¬ 
tice  which  was  publickly  taken  of  it,  obliged  the  Em¬ 
peror  to  (hew  his  relentment  of  it,  both  lor  his  own 
Honour  and  that  of  the  Empire :  lo.that  he  banilhed 
her  into  a  far  diftant  Province ;  and  becaule  he  knew 
*  that 
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that  this  Action  would  not  be  very  acceptable  to  his 
Princes  and  Mandarins,  he  forbad  them  all,  under 
pain  of  death,  giving  him  advice  therein.  They  were 
all  filent  for  fome  time,  hoping  that  of  himfelf  he 
would  condemn hisown  Conduct  in  that  Affair;  but 
feeing  that  he  did  not,  they  refolved  to  appear  in  it, 
rather  than  fuffer  fo  pernicious  a  Precedent. 

The  firft  that  had  the  Courage  to  put  up  a  requefl 
to  the  Emperor  in  this  matter  was  put  to  death  on  the 
fpot.  His  death  put  nota-ftop  tothe  Mandarins  pro¬ 
ceedings  >  for  a  day  or  two  after  another  made  his  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  to  fhew  all  the  World  that  he  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  Sacrifice  his  life  for  the  Pubhck,  he  ordered  his 
Hearfe  to  ftand  at  the  Palace  Gate.  The  Emperor 
minded  not  this  generous  A&ion,  but  was  the  rather 
more  provoked  ac  it.  ,  He  not  only  fentencedhim  to 
death,  but  to  terrifie  all  others  from  following  his 
Example,  he  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  the  Torture. 
One  would. riot  think  it  Prudence  to  hold  out  longer. 
-The  Ckimfe  were  of  another  mind,  for  they  refolved 
to  fall  one  after  another  rather  than  bafely  to  pals 
over  in  filence  fo  bafe  an  Action. 

There  was  therefore  a  third  who  devoted  himfelf. 
He,  like  the  fecond,  ordered  his. Coffin  to  be  fet  at 
the  Palaqe  Gate,  and  protefted  to  the  Emperor  chat  he 
was  riot  able  any  longer  to  fee  him  hill  guilty  of  his 
Crime.  What  j hall  we  lofe  by  our  death,  fays  he,  no¬ 
thing  but  the  r'ght  of  a  Vtince,  upon  whew  we  can  u  look 
without  amazement  and  horror.  Since  you  will  not  hear 
ns,  we  will  go  and  feik  out  yours  and  the  F.mprefs  your 
Mothers  Ancefbors.  They  will  hear  our  complaints,  and  per¬ 
haps  in  the  dark  and  filence  of  the  night  you  will  hear 
curs  and  their  Ghofls  reproach  youwtth  your  IajujHce. 

The  Emperor  being  more  enraged  than  ever  at  this 
Infolence,  as  he  called  it,  of  his  Subjects,  inflicted 
on  this  laft  the  fevereft  Torments  he  could  devile. 
Many  others  encouraged  by  thefe  Examples,  expofed 
tbanfelves  to  Torment,  and  did  in  effedt  dye  the 
t  Martyrs 
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Martyrs  of  Filial  Duty,  which  they  flood  up  for  with 
the  laft  drop  of  their  blood.  At  laft  this  Heroick  Con- 
ftancy  wearied  out  the  Emperor’s  Cruelty  ;  and  whe¬ 
ther  he  was  afraid  of  more  dangerous  Confluences, 
or  was  himfelf  convinced  of  his  own  Faults  he  Re¬ 
pented,  as  he  was:  the  Father  of  his  People,  that  he 
had  lo  unworthily  put  to  death  his  Children;  and  as 
a  Son  of  the  Emprefs  he  was  troubled  that  he  had  fo 
long  mifufed  his  Mother.  He  recalled  her  therefore, 
reflored  her  to  her  former  Dignity,  and  after  that  the 
more  he  honoured  her,  the  more  was  he  himfelf 
honoured  of  his  Subjects. 

The  fecond  Moral  Principle  which  obtains  among 
them,  is  to  honour  their  Mandarins  as  they  would  the 
Emperor  himfelf,  whofe  Perfbnthe  Mandarins  repre- 
fent.  To  retain  this  Credit  the  Mandarins  never  ap¬ 
pear  in  Publick  without  a  Retinue,  and  Face  of  Gran¬ 
deur  that  commands  Refped.  They  are  always  car¬ 
ried  in  a  magnificent  Chair  open,  before  them  go  all 
the  Officers  of  their  Courts,  and  found  them  are  car¬ 
ried  all  the  marks  and  badges  of  their  Dignity.  The 
People,  wherever  they  come,  open  to  the  right  and 
left  to  let  them  pafs  thro’.  When  they  adminifterju- 
ftice  in  their  Palaces,  no  body  (peaks  to  them  but  on 
their  Knees,  be  they  of  what  Quality  they  will,  and 
fince  they  can  at  any  time  command  any  perfons 
.  to  be.  whipped,  no  one  comes  near  them  without 
trembling. 

Heretofore  when  any  Mandarin  took  a  Journey, 
all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns  thro’  which  he 
pafl’ed  ran  in  a  croud  to  meet  him,  and  profer  their 
Services,  conducing  him  with  all  Solemnity  thro’ 
their  Territory :  now  when  he  leaves  his  Office 
which  he  has  Adminiftred  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  all 
Men,  they  givehim  fuch  marks  of  honour,  as  would 
engage  the  moft  ftupid  to  the  love  of  Virtue  and 
Jufttce.  When  he  is  taking  his  leave  in  order  to  lay 
down  his  Office,  almoik  ail  the  Inhabitants  go  in 
the 
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the  Highways,  and  place  themfelves  fome  here,  fome 
there,  For  almoft  Fourteen  or  fiFteen  Miles  together, 
So  that  every  where  in  the  Road  one  fees  Tables 
bandfomely  painted,  with  Satin  Table-Cloaths,  co¬ 
vered  with  Sweet- meats,  Tea  and  other  Liquors. 

Every  one  almoft  conftrains  him  to  flay,  to  fit 
down  and  eat  or  drink  fomething.  When  he  leaves 
one,  another  ftops  him,  and  thus  he  fpendsthe  whole 
day  among  the  Applaufes  and  Acclamations  oF  his 
People.  And,  which  is  an  odd  thing,  every  one  de¬ 
files  to  have  fomething  which  comes  From  off  him. 
Some  take  his  Boots,  others  his  Cap,  fome  his  great 
Coat ;  but  they  who  take  any  thing,  give  him  ano¬ 
ther  oF  the  fame  fort,  and  beFore  he  is  quit  oF  this 
multitude,  it  fometimes  happens  that  he  has  had  thirty 
different  pairs  of  Boots  on. 

Then  he  hears  himfelF  called  publick  Benefadtor, 
the  preferver  and  Father  of  his  People.  They  be¬ 
wail  the  lofs  of  him  with  wet  Eyes;  and  a  Manda¬ 
rin  muft  be  very  infenfible  indeed,  if  he  does  notin 
his  turn  fhed  a  T.ear  or  two,  when  he  fees  fuch  ten¬ 
der  marks  oF  Affedtion.  For  the  Inhabitants  are  not 
obliged  to  (hew  him  this  Refpedt,  and  when  they 
do  not  like  the  Adminiftration  of  a  Governor,  they 
fncw  themfelves  as  indifferent  at  hisdeparture,  as  they 
do  aftedti'onate  and  forry  at  the  lofs  of  a  good  one. 

The  extraordinary  Refpeft  which  Children  pay  to 
their  Parents,  and  People  to  their  Governors,  is  the 
greateft  means  of  preferving  quietnefs  in  their  Fami¬ 
lies,  and  Peace  in  their  Towns;  iamperfuaded  that 
all  the  good  Order,  in  which  we  fee  fo  mighty  a 
People,  Hows  from  thefe  two  Springs. 

The  third  Principle  of  Morality  eftablilhed  among 
them  is  this,  that  it  is  very  neceffary  that  all  People 
fhnuld  obferve  toward  each  other  the  ftri&eft  Rules 
of  Modefty  and  Civility,  that  they  fhould  behave 
themfelves  Fo  obligingly  and  complaifantly,  that  all 
their  Actions  may  have  a  mixture  of  fweetnefs  and 
courted® 
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courtefie  in  them.  This,  fay  they,  is  that  which  makes 
the  diftinftion  between  Man  and  Beaft,  or  between 
the  Cbinefe  and  other  Men :  they  pretend  alfo  that  the 
Difturbance  of  feveral  Kingdoms  is  owing  to  the 
rough  and  unpolifhed  Temper  of  their  Subjects.  For 
thofe  Tempers  which  fly  out  into  Rudenefs  and  Paf- 
fion,  perpetually  embroiled  in  Quarrels,  which  ufe 
neither  Refpeft  nor  Complaifance  toward  any,  are 
fitted  to  be  Incendiaries  or  Difttirbers  of  the  pub- 
lick  Peace.  On  the  contrary.  People  who  Honour 
and  Refpedt  each  other,  who  can  differ  an  Injury, 
and  diflemble  or  ftifle  it ;  who  religioufly  obferve 
that  difference  which  either  Age,  Quality,  or  Me¬ 
rit  have  made ;  a  People  of  this  ftamp  are  naturally 
lovers  of  Order,  and  when  they  do  amifs  it  is  not 
without  Violence  to  their  own  Inclinations. 

The  Cbinefe  are  (o  far  from  negle&ing  the  Pra&ife 
of  this  Maxim,  that  in  feveral  Inftances  they  carry 
it  on  too  far.  No  fort  of  Men  are  excufed  from  it ; 
Tradefmen,  Servants,  nay,  even  Countrymen  have 
their  ways  of  expreffing  Kindnefs  and  Civility  to  one 
another ;  I  have  often  been' amazed  to  fee  Footmen 
take  their  leave  of  each  other  on  their  Knees,  and 
Farmers  in  their  Entertainments  ufe  more  Comple¬ 
ments  and  Ceremonies  than  we  do  at  our  publick 
Treats.  Even  the  Sea-men,  who  from  their  man¬ 
ner  of  living,  and  from  the  Air  they  breath,  natu¬ 
rally  draw  in  Roughnefs,  do  yet  bear  to  each  other 
a  love  like  that  of  Brothers,  and  pay  that  deference 
to  one  another,  that  one  would  think  them  united 
by  the  ftraiteft  bands  of  friendlhip; 

The  State,  which  has  always,  in  Policy,  accounted 
this  as  moft  conducive  to  the  quiet  of  the  Empire,  has 
■appointed  forms  of  Salutation,  ofVifiting,  of  making 
Entertainments,  and  of  writing  Letters.  The  ufiial  way 
of  Salutation  is  to  lay  your  Hand  crols  your  Bread, 
and  bow  your  Head  a  little.  Where  you  would  (fill 
fhow  a  greater  Relped,  you  muft  joyn  your  Hands 
together 
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together,  and  carry  them  almoft  to  the  ground,  bow¬ 
ing  your  whole  Body ;  if  you  pals  by  a  Perlon  of  E- 
niinent  Quality,  or  receive  luch  a  one  into  your 
Houle,  you  muft  bend  one  Knee,  and  remain  in  that 
Pofture  ’till  he  whom  you  thus  Salute  takes  you  up, 
which  he  always  does  immediately.  But  when  a  Man¬ 
darin  appears  in  publick,  it  would  be  a  Criminal  fau- 
cinefs  to  Salute  him  in  anyfort  of  Falhion,  unlefs  you 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  to  him:  you  muft  ftepafide  a 
little,  and  holding  your  Eyes  on  the  ground,  and  your 
Arms  crofs  your  Sides,  ftay  till  he  begone  part  you. 

Altho’  very  familiar  Acquaintance  make  Vifits  with¬ 
out  any  Geremony,  yet  for  thofe  Friends  who  are  not 
(o,  Cuftom  has  preferred  a  fet  form  of  Vifiting. 
The  Vifiter  fends  his  Servant  before  with  a  piece  of 
red  Paper,  on  which  is  wrote  his  own  name,  and  a 
great  many  marks  of  Refpeft  to  the  Perfon  he  Vifits, 
according  as  his  Dignity  or-  Quality  is.  When  this 
meffage  is  received,  the  Vifitor  comes  in,  and  meets 
with  a  reception  anfwerable  to  his  Merit.  The  Perfon 
vifited  fbmetimesftaysfor  the  Vifitor  in  the  Hall,  with¬ 
out  going  out  to  meet  him,  or  if  he  be  of  a  much  Su¬ 
perior  Quality  without  riling  from  his  feat:  fome- 
times  he  meets  the  Vifitor  at  his  Door ;  fometimes  he 
goes  out  into  the  Court-  Y ard,  and  fometimes  even  in¬ 
to  the  Street  to  bring  him  in-  When  they  come  into 
view,  they  both  run  and  make  a  low  Bow.  They  fay 
but  little,  their  Complements  are  in  form,  one  knows 
what  he  muft  fay,  and  the  other  how  he  muft  anfwer; 
they  never  beat  their  Brains,  like  us,  to  find  out  new 
Complements,  and  fine  Phrafes. ;  At  every  Gate  they 
make  a  halt  where  the  Ceremonies  begin  afrefh,  and 
the  Bows  are  renewed  to  make  each  go  firft ;  they  ufe 
butt  wo  ways  of  (peaking  on  this  Occafion,  which  ara 
Tjin :  that  is,  pray  be  pleafed  to  enter ,  and  Poucan,  it  muft 
not  be.  Each  or  them  repeats  his  word  four  or  five  times, 
and  then  the'Siranger  fufFers himfelf  to  be  perfiiaded, 
and  goes  on  to  the  nest  Door,  where  the  lame  thing 
begins  anew.  When 
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When  they  come  to  the  Room  where  they  are  to 
{lay,  they  Hand  near  the  Door  on  a  row,  and  every 
one  bows  almolt  to  the  ground ; '  then  follow  the  Ce* 
remonies  of  kneeling,  and  going  on  this  or  thac  fide 
to  give  the  right  Hand,  then  the  Chairs  are  faluted 
( for  they  have  their  Complements  paid  them  as  well 
as  the  Men,  they  rub  them  to  take  all  Dull:  away;  and 
bow  in  a  relpedive  manner  to  them  )  then  follow  the 
Contentions  about  the  firft  Place ;  yet  all  this  makes 
no  Confulion.  Ufe  has  made  it  natural  to  the  Cb'mefe^ 
they  know  before  what  themlelves,  and  what  others 
are  to  do,  every  one  ftays  till  the  others  have  done  in 
their  order  what  is  expected,  fo  that  there  happens  no 
Con  fu  lion  or  Difturbance. 

It  mul'r  be  owned  that  this  is  a  great  piece  of  Fa¬ 
tigue,  and  after  fo  many  Motions  and  different  Po- 
ftures  in  which  they  fpend  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
they  are  to  fit  down ;  it  mull  be  own’d  they  have 
need  enough  of  reft.  The  Chairs  are  fet  fo  that  eve~ 
ry  Body  fits  oppolite  to  one  another  ;  when  you  are 
fate,  you  mull  fit  ftraight,  not  lean  back,  your  Eyes 
inuft  look  downward,  your  hands  muft  be  ftretched 
on  your  Knees,  your  Feet  even,  not  acrols,  with  a 
grave  andcompofed  behaviour,  not  be  over- forward  to 
Ipealc.  The  Chtnefe  think  that  a  Vifitconfiftsnotin 
mutual  Converle  lo  much  as  in  outward  Complement 
and  Ceremony,  and  in  China  the  Vifitor  may  truly 
and  properly  fay  he  comes  t?  pay  his  Refpeds,  for 
oftimes  there  is  more  honours  paid  than  words  fpoken. 

A  Miflionary  did  aver  to  me,  that  a  Mandarin  made 
him  a  Vifit,  in  which  he  fpoke  never  a  word  to  him. 
This  is  always  certain,  that  they  never  overheat  them¬ 
lelves  with  difcourling,  for  one  may  generally  fay  of 
them  that  they  are  Statues  or  Figures  placed  in  a 
Theatre  for  Ornament,  they  havelo  little  of  Difoourfe 
and  fo  much  of  Gravity. 

Their  Speech  is  mightily  fubmiflive  andhumble,you 
Will  never  hear  them  lay,  for  Example,  lam  obliged  to 
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you  for  the  favour  you  have  done  me,  but  thus,  The 
favour  which  my  Lord,  which  my  hf  rubier  has  granted 
to  me,  who  am  little  in  his  Eyes ;  or  who  am  his  Dif- 
ciple,  has  extreamly  obliged  me.  Again,  they  don’t  fey, 
I  make  bold  to  prefent  youwitba  few  Curiifities  of  my 
Country ;  but  1  The  Servant  takes  the  liberty  to  offer  to  his 
Lord  a  few  Curiofuies  which  came  from  his  mean  and 
vile  Country.  Again,  not  Whatfoever  comes  from  your 
Kingdom  or  Province  is  will  worked ;  but  Whatfoever 
comes  from  the  precious  Kingdon,  the  noble  Province  of 
the  Lord  'is  extraordinary  fne,  and  exceeding  well  wrought. 
In  like  manner  in  all  other  Cafes,  they  never  (ay  I 
or  You  in  the  firft  or  fecond  Perfon ;  but  me  your 
Servant,  me  your  Difciple ,  me  your  Subjebl.  And  in- 
(bead  of  faying,  Ton,  they  (ay,  the  Doclorfaid,  the  Lord 
d'd ,  the  Emperor  appointed.  It  would  be  a  great  piece  of 
Clovvni(hne(sto  (ay  otherwde,  unlefs  to  our  Servants. 

During  the  Vifit  the  Tea  goes  round  two  or  three 
times,  where  you  muft  ufe  a  Ceremony  when  you 
take  the  Difh,  when  you  cany  it  to  your  Mouth,  or 
when  you  return  it  to  the  Servant.  When  you  depart 
it  is  with  the  fame  Ceremonies  with  which  you  came 
in,  and  you  conclude  the  Comedy  with  the  (ame  Ex¬ 
pence  you  began  it.  Strangers  are  very  uncouth  at 
playing  their  parts  herein,  and  make  great  blunders, 
The  reafonable  part  of  the  C bineje  (mile  at  them  and 
excufe  them;  others  take  exceptions  at  it,  and  defire 
them  to  learn  and  praftice  before  they  venture  in  pub- 
lick.  For  this  reaion  they  fallow  Arabafladors  forty 
days  to  prepare  for  their  Audience  of  the  Emperor; 
and  for  fear  they  (hould  mifs  any  Ceremony,  they 
(end  them,  during  the  time  allowed,  Maftersof  the 
Ceremonies, who  teach  them  and  make  them  pra&ice, 

Their  Feafts  are  ceremonious  even  beyond  what 
you  can  imagin,  you  would  think  they  are  not  invited 
to  eat,  but  to  make  Grimaces.  Not  a  mouthful  ot 
Meat  is  eat,  or  a  drop  of  Wine  drank  but  itcoftsan 
hundred  Faces.  They  have,  like  our  Conforts  of 
Mutt 
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Mufick,  an  Officer  who  beats  time,  that  the  Guefts 
may  all  together  in  Concord  take  their  Meat  on  their 
Plates,  and  put  it  into  their  Mouths,  and  life  up  their 
little  Inftruments  ofWood,  which  lerves  inftead  of  a 
Fork,  or  put  them  again  in  their  places  in  Order. 
Every  Gueft  has  a  peculiar  Table,  without  Table- 
Cloth,  Napkin,  Knife  or  Spoon;  for  every  thing  is 
ready  cut  to  their  Hands,  and  they  never  touch  any 
thing  but  with  two  little  wooden  Inftruments  tipped 
with  Silver,  which  the  Chinefe  handle  very  dexteroufly, 
and  which  ferve  them  for  an  Univerfal  Inftrument. 
They  begin  their  Feafts  with  drinking  Wine,  which 
is  given  to  every  Gueft  at  one  and  the  fame  time  in  a 
(mall  Cupot  China  or  Silver, which  Cupall  the  Guefts 
take  hold  of  with  both  Hands :  every  one  lifts  his 
Veffel  as  high  as  his  Head,  prefenting  their  Service 
thereby  to  one  another  without  fpeaking,  and  inviting 
each  other  to  drink  firft.  It  is  enough  if  you  hold 
the  Cup  to  your  Mouth  only  without  drinking  during 
the  time  while  the  reft  drink  »  for  if  the  outward  Ce¬ 
remonies  are  obferved  and  kept,  it  is  all  one  to  them 
whether  you  drink  or  not. 

After  the  firft  Cup,  they  fet  upon  every  Table  a 
great  Vefiel  of  Halh’d  Meat,  or  Ragoo.  Then  every 
one  obferves  the  motions  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Feaft, 
who  directs  the  A&ions  of  his  Guefts.  According  as 
he  gives  the  fign,  they  take  their  two.  little  Inltru- 
ments,  brandilh  them  in  the  Air, and  as  it  were  Prefent 
them,  and  after  Exercifing  them  after  twenty  Fafnions 
which  I  can’t  exprels,  they  ftrike  them  into  the  Dilh, 
fiom  whence  they  cleaverly  bring  up  a  piece  of  Meat, 
which  muft  be  eat  nither  too  haliily  nor  too  flowly, 
fince  it  would  be  a  rudenels  either  to  eat  before  others 
or  to  make  them  ftay  for  you.  Then  again  they  ex- 
ercife  their  little  Inftruments,  which  at  length  they 
place  on  the  Table  in  that  pofture  wherein  they  were 
at  the  firft.  In  all  this  you  muft  obferve  time,  that 
all  may  begin  and  end  at  once, 
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A  little  after  cmp.es  the  Wine  again,  which  is 
thank  with  all  the  Ceremonies  aforefaid.  Then 
comes  a  fecond  Mefs,  which  they  dip  into  as  into 
the  firfi,  and  thus  the  Feaft  is  continued  until  the 
end,  drinking  between  every  mouthful,  ’till  there 
have  been  twenty  or  four  and  twenty  different  Plates 
oi  Meat  at  every  Table,  which  makes  them  drink  off 
as  many  Cups  of  Wine  ;  but  we  muff  obferve  that, 
befides  that  I  have  fa  id  that  they  drink  as  much  or  as 
little  as  they  will  at  a  time,  their  Wine  Cups  are  very 
iifie,  and  their  Wine  is  (mail. 

When  all  the  Dilhesare  ferved,  which  are  done 
with  all  imaginacle  Order,  no  more  Wine  is  brought, 
and  the  Guefts  may  be  a  little  more  free  with  their 
Meat,  taking  indifferently  out  of  any  of  thefe  Dirties 
before  them,  which  yet  mud  be  done  when  the  reft 
of  the  Guefts  take  out  of  fome  of  their  Difhes,  for 
Uniformity  and  Order  is  always  Sacred.  At  this 
time  they  bring  Rice  and  Bread,  for  as  yet  nothing 
but  Meat  has  been  brought ;  they  bring  hkewife  fine 
Broths  made  of  Flelh  or  Fiih,  in  which  the  Guefts, 
if  they  think  fit,  may  mingle  their  Rice. 

They  fit  at  Table  ferious,  grave  and  lilent,  for  three 
or  four  hours  'together.  When  the  Matter  of  the 
Houfe  fees  they  have  all  done  eating,  he  gives  the 
fign  to  rife,  and  they  go  afide  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
into  the  Hall  or  Garden  to  entertain  and  divert  them- 
Jelvcs.  Then  they  come  again  to  Table,  which  they 
find  fet  out  with  all  forts  of  Sweetmeats,  and  dryed 
Fruits,  which  they  keep  to  drink  with  their  Tea. 

Thefe  Cuftoms  fo  ftridly  enjoyned,  and  fo  ex¬ 
tremely,  ti  oublefom,  which  muft  be  performed  from 
one  end  to  the  other  of  the  Feaft,  keeps  all  the  Guefts 
fiom  eating,  who  do  not  find  themfelves  Hungry  ’till 
they  arife  from  the  Table.  Then  they  have  a  great 
mind  to  go  and  Dineat  Home;  but  a  Company  of 
Strolers  come  and  play  over  a  Comedy,  which  is  fo 
tedious,  that  it  wearies  one  as  much  as  that  before  at 
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the  Table  did.  Nor  is  tedioufnefs  the  only  fault,  for 
they  are  commonly  ve;y  dull  and  very  noifie,  no 
Rules  are  obfervcd,  fometimes  thev  Sing,  fometitnes 
Bawl,  and  fometimes  liowl,  for  the  Chine fe  have  lit¬ 
tle  skill  in  making  Declamations.  Y et  you  mud  not 
laugh  at  this  folly,  but  all  the  while  admire  at  the 
Politenefs  of  China ,  at  its  Ceremonies,  Inftituted,  as 
they  fay,  by  the  Difcretion  of  the  Antients,  and  Bill 
kept  up  by  the  Wifdom  of  the  Moderns. 

The  Letters  which  are  wrote  from  one  to  another, 
are  as  remarkable  for  their  Civilities  and  Ceremonies, 
which  are  as  many  and  as  myfterious  as  the  others. 
They  done  write  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  (peak; 
thebignefs  of  the  Characters,  the  diftances  between 
the  Lines,  the  innumerable  Titles  of  Honour  given 
to  the  feveral  Qualities  of  Perfons,  the  fhape  of  the 
Paper,  the  number  of  red,  white  or  blue  Covers  for 
the  Letter,  according  to  the  Perfons  condition,  and 
an  hundred  other  Formalities  puzzle  fometimes  the 
Brain  of  the  moil  undemanding  men  amongft  them, 
for  there  is  fcarce  any  one  who  is  Secretary  enough  to 
write  and  (end  one  of  their  Letters  as  it  ought  to  be. 

There  are  athoufand  other  Rules  pradhfed  by  the 
better  fort  in  ordinary  Convention,  which  you  muff 
obferve,  unlefs  you  would  be  accounted  a  Clown ; 
and  tho  in  a  thoufand  Inftances  thefe  things  favour 
more  of  a  ridiculous  affediabon  than  of  real  politenefs. 
no  one  can  deny  neverthelefs  but  that  thefe  Cuftoms. 
which  People  obferve  fo  exactly,  do  infpire  intc 
them  afweetnefsof  Temper,  and  a  love  of  Order 
Thefe  three  Moral  Principles,  that  is.  The  Ref 
pe&  which  Children  pay  their  Parents,  The  Venera 
tion  which  all  pay  the  Emperor  and  his  Officers,  anc 
The  mutual  Humility  and  Courtefie  of  all  People 
work  their  effedt  the  better,  becaule  fupported  by  1 
wife  and  well  underftood  Policy.  The  Principl 
Maxims  of  which  are,  my  Lord,  as  follow. 
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The  firft  is,  never  to  give  any  one  an  Office  in  his 
own  Province,  and  that  for  two  Reafons ;  becaufe, 
fiid,  a  Mandarin  of  ordinary  Parentage  is  ufuaily 
defpifed  by  thofe  who  kno.vv  his  Family.  Secondly, 
becaufe  being  brought  into  favour  a  nd  repute,  by  the 
great  number  of  his  Kindred  andiFiJends,  he  might  be 
enabled  either  to  make,  or  at  lead  to  fupport  a  Re¬ 
bellion,  or  at  lead  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  him 
to  execute  Judice  with  an  Univerfal  impartiality. 

The  fecond  Maxim,  is  to  retain  at  Court  the 
Children  of  the  Mandarins  imployed  in  the  moftcon- 
hderable  Offices  in  the  Province,  under  pretence  in¬ 
deed  of  educating  them  well,  but  in  reality  keeping 
th:m  as  Hodages,  led  their  Fathers  ffiould  fall  from 
that  Duty  which  they  owe  the  Emperor. 

The  third  Maxim,  is  that  when  one  goes  to  Law, 
fudi  a  Commidary  is  made  ufe  of  as  the  Emperor 
pieafes  to  name,  unlefs  the  Office  or  Quality  of  the 
Criminal  gives  him  the  liberty  to  refufe  him.  If  the 
Emperor  diflikes  the  fird  Sentence,  he  may  Commit* 
hon  new  judges  to  re  examine  it  till  the  Sentence 
be  agreeable  to  his  mind.  For  otherwife  it  would  be 
itn  the  power  of  Money,  or  of  Artifice  to  fave  a  Man 
whole  life  would  be  noxious  to  the  good  of  the  State, 
On  the  other  fide,  fay  they,  we  need  not  fear  the 
Princes  Padion,  who  if  he  have  a  mind  to  take  off  a 
good  Man,  may  find  ways  enough  to  do  it  without 
going  fo  openly  about  it.  But  it  is  but  fitting  that 
there  ffiould  be  a  means  efficacious  enough  to  nd  the 
Empire  of  an  ill  Man. 

The  fourth  Maxim  of  Policy  is  never  to  fell  any 
Place,  but  to  bedow  it  always  upon  Merit;  that  is  to 
thofe  of  good  life,  and  who  by  a  diligent  Study  have 
acquainted  themfelves  with  the  laws  and  Cuftoms 
of  their  Country.  To  this  end  Informations  are  ex¬ 
hibited  of  the  Life  and  Manners  of  the  Candidate,  c- 
fpxially  when  a  Mandarin  is  removed  from  an  Inferi¬ 
or  to  a  Superior  Office ;  as  for  their  Undemanding  the 
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Laws,  they  undergo  fo  many  Examinations  and 
Tryals  of  it,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  an  ignoramus  to 
be  thought  undemanding,  fo  fe.vere  are  the  meafures 
which  they  take. 

When  they  refolve  to  fet  a  Child  apart  to  Learning, 
they  put  him  to  a  Matter,  for  the  Towns  of  China  are 
full  of  Schools,  where  Reading  and  Writing  are  taught, 
which  to  learn  well  will  take  up  fome  years.  When 
the  Youth  has  made  a  pretty  good  progrefsin  this,  he 
is  prelented  to  a  Mandarin  of  the  lower  Order  to  be 
examined.  Ifhe  writes  a  good  Hand, and  makes  their 
Chara&ers  handfomely,  he  is  admitted  among  thofe 
who  apply  themfelves  to  the  knowledg  of  Books,  and 
endeavour  to  obtain  a  Degree.  Of  which  there  are 
three  forts  which  anfwer  to  our  Batchelor,  Matter  of 
Arts,  and  Do&or.  As  the  fortunes  of  the  Chinefe  do 
wholly  depend  upon  their  Capacity  and  Undemand¬ 
ing,  fo  they  fpend  their  whole  life  in  Study.  They  fay 
by  Heart  all  their  Staple  Books  with  a  wonderful  ala¬ 
crity,  they  make  Comments  on  their  Laws :  Compo- 
ficion.  Eloquence,  Imitation  and  Knowledg  of  their 
antient  Dodtors,  and  the  delicacy  and  politenefsof  the 
modern  ones,  from  fix  to  fixty  are  their  conftant  em¬ 
ploy.  In  fomethequicknefsandreadinefsofWitfaves 
them  a  great  deal  of  Labour,  for  fome  have  been  Do¬ 
ctors  at  an  Age  when  others  can  write  but  indifferent¬ 
ly  ;  but  thefe  are  Hero’s  among!!  the  Cfcne/e,  of  which 
one  in  an  Age  is  enough. 

The  Examinations  are  ftridt,  Matters  of  Arts  are 
created  by  the  principal  Mandarins  of  the  Province ; 
Batchelors  by  thofe  Mandarins  affifted  by  a  Commifi 
lary  from  Court ;  as  for  Dodtors  they  Commence  only 
at  Pekin:  but  becaufe  fome  who  deferve  this  Degree, 
have  not  wherewith  to  defray  foexpenfivea  Journy, 
•  what  is  neceflary  for  ic,  is  beftowed  on  them  gratis, 
that  fo  poverty  may  not  deprive  the  State  of  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  thofe  men  who  may  prove  ufeful  and  bene¬ 
ficial  to  it. 
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Every  ones  Character  is  taken  from  his  ability  to 
Invent  or  Compofe.  For  this  purpofe  the  Candi¬ 
dates  are  Ihut  up  in  a  clofe  Room,  without  Books, 
without  any  other  Paper  than  what  is  neceiTary  for 
them  to  write  on.  All  the  while  they  are  fo;  bidden 
allmanner  of  Gorrefpondents,  at  the  Doorsare  pla¬ 
ced  by  the  Mandarins  Guards,  whofe  fidelity  no 
Bribes  can  Corrupt;  the  fecond  examination  is  yet 
more  ftri&,  for  left  the  Com  miliary  fent  by  the 
Court  Ihould  himlelf  be  bvafied  thro’  favour  or  the 
hopes  of  gain,  he  is  not  fuffered  to  lee  or  fpeak  with 
any  Perfon  ’till  the  Examination  is  over. 

In  Creating  the  Doctors,  the  Emperor  often  en- 
;  gages  himfelf;  the  prelent  Emperor  is  more  fear’d 
,4>y  the  Candidates  than  any  of  the  other  Pofers,  not 
only  for  his  nice  Exactnels  and  rigorous  Juftice,  but 
for  his  extraordinary  Abilities  in  judging  of  any  thing 
of  this  Nature.  When  the  Dodtors  are  named,  they 
are  prefented  to  him ;  to  three  Principal  of  which 
he  gives  Garlands  of  Flowers,  or  any  other  mark  of 
Honour,  to  diftinguilh  them  from  the  reft ;  fome  of 
them  likewile  he  chules  for  Members  of  his  Royal 
Academy,  from  whence  they  never  remove,  unlefs 
into  Polls  of  the  greateft  Confideration  and  Credit 
in  the  Kingdom. 

The  great  number  of  Prefents  which  they  receive 
from  their  Kindred  and  Friends  keeps  the  Doctors 
from  being  poor.  Every  one  hopes  to  make  fome 
advantage  from  his  friendlhip;  but  left  high  Pro¬ 
motions  Ihould  make  them  negligent,  and  fit  loofe  to 
their  Studies ;  they  Hill  undergo  feveral  Examinati¬ 
ons,  where  ii  they  appear  to  have  been  negligent, 
they  certainly  meet  with  feverity  and  reproof;  where¬ 
as  if  they  have  ftill  continued  to  forward  and  im¬ 
prove  their  Studies,  they  meet  with  a  luitable  encou-. 
ragement  and  reward. 

No  Imall  lhare  of  the  Publick  Good,  is  owing  to 
this  Principal  of  Policy.  The  Youths,  whom  idle- 
nsfs 
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nets  and  floth  never  fail  to  corrupt,  are  by  this  con- 
ftant  Employment'  diverted  from  ill  Courfes,  they 
have  fcarce  time  enough  to  follow  their  loofe  Incli¬ 
nations?  Secondly,  Study  forms  and  poliffies  their 
Wits.  People  who  never  engage  in  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences,  are  always  blockilh  and  ftupid.  Thirdly,  all  Of¬ 
fices  are  fill’d  by  able  Men,  and  if  they  can’t  prevent 
that  injuftice  which  proceeds  from  the  Covetoufnefs 
and  corrupt  Affeftions  of  Officers,  at  leaft  they  will 
take  care  to  hinder  that  which  arifes  from  Ignorance 
and  Immorality.  Fourthly,  fincethe'pfaces  are  given, 
the  Emperor  may  with  greater  Juftice  turn  outthofe 
Officers  whom  he  fhall  find  undeferving.  We  ought 
indeed  to  puniffi  every  Offender ;  yet  ic  would  be  na¬ 
tural  to  bear  with  a  Mandarin  who  is  negligent  of 
his  Office  for  want  of  Underffanding  or  Application, 
who  is  too  mild  or  over  fevere,  if  taking  away  his 
Place  would  ruin  his  Family  whofe  whole  Fortune 
it  may  be  was  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  it,  when 
as  ifa  Place  be  difpos’d  only  by  Donation,  the  Prince 
who  gave  it  may  eafily  without  any  difturbance  take 
it  from  one,  andgratifie  another  with  it. 

Laftly,  no  Fees  are  paid  for  the  Adminiftration  of 
Juftice.  The  Judge  whofe  Office  coft  him  nothing, 
and  who  has  his  Salary  ftated,  can  require  nothing 
of  the  parties  at  Law ;  which  impowers  every  poor 
man  to  profecute  his  own  Rights,  and  frees  him  from 
being  opprefs’d  by  the  opulence  of  his  Adverfary, 
who  can’t  be  brought  to  do  juftly  and  reafonably  be- 
caufe  the  other  has  not  mony. 

The  Chine fe  have  eftablifhed  this  as  a  fifth  Maxim 
of  Policy  never  to  fuffer  Strangers  to  have  any  fhare 
in  their  Adminiftration :  the  fmall  efteem  they  bear 
them,  makes  the  Chinefe ufe  themfb  courfly.  They 
fancy  that  a  mixture  of  Natives  and  Foreigners  would 
bring  them  to  contempt,  and  occafion  nought  but 
Corruption  and  Difbrder.  From  thence  alio  would 
fpring  particular.  Grudges,  making  Parties,  and  at 
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Iaft  Rebellions.  For  difference  of  People  neceffaniy 
fuppofes  difference  of  Cuftoms,  Languages,  Humour, 
andReligion.  This  makes  them  no  longer  Children 
of  the  fame  Family,  bred,  up  to  the  fame  Opinions, 
and  temper’d  with  the  fame  Notions ;  and  be  there 
all  imaginable  care  ufed  in  inftruding  and  forming 
Strangers,  they  are  at  moft  but  adopted  Sons,  who 
never  have  that  implicit  Obedience  and  tender  AfFe- 
dion,  which  Children  by  Nature  bear  to  their  own 
Parents.  So  that  (hould  Foreigners  be  better  qualifi¬ 
ed  than  Natives,  which  you  can  never  make  the  Chi- 
» cfe  believe,  they  would  fancy  it  for  the  good  of  their 
Country  to  prefer  Natives  to  them :  and  it  is  little  lefs 
than  a  Miracle  in  favour  of  Chriftianity,  that  a  few 
Miflionaries  have  been  fufter’d  to  fettle  there. 

This  Lift  piece  of  Policy  is  extremely  good  when 
thofe  of  a  falfe  Religion  are  kept  out,  which  teaches 
Rebellion  and  Difturbance;  it  felf  being  the  produd 
of  Caballing  and  Riot,  but  the  Cafe  fs  other  wife  in 
Chriftianity,  whole  Humility,  Sweetndfs  and  Obedi¬ 
ence  to  Authority,  produces  nought  but  Peace,  Uni¬ 
ty,  and  Charity  amonft  all  People.  This  is  what  the 
Cbineft  begin  to  be  convinced  of,  having  had  tryal  of 
it  for  a  whole  Age  together.  Happy  were  it  if  they 
would  embrace  it  as  a  Conflitution  equally  neceftary 
for  the  Salvation  of  their  Souls,  as  conducive  to  the 
Peace  and  Good  of  their  State. 

Their  fixth  Maxim  is  that  Nobility  is  never  Here¬ 
ditary,  neither  is  there  any  diftindion  between  the 
Qualities  of  People  >  faving  what  the  Offices  which 
they  execute  makes;  fb  that  excepting  the  Family  of 
Confucius ,  the  whole  Kingdom  is  divided  into  Magi- 
ftracy  and  Commonalty.  There  are  no  Lands  but 
what  are  held  by  Socage-Tenure,  not  even  thofe 
Lands  which  are  deftin’d  for  the  Bonzes,  or  which 
belong  to  the  Temples  of  the  Idols.  So  that  their 
Gods,  as  well  as  Men,  are  fubjeded  to  the  State,  and 
are  oblig’d  by  Taxes  and  Contributions  to  acknow- 
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ledge  the  Emperors  Supremacy:  When  a  Vice-Roy 
or  Governour  cf  a  Province  is  dead,  his  Children,  as 
well  as  others,  have  their  Fortunes  to  make ;  and  if 
they  inherit  not  their  Fathers  Virtue  and  Ingenuity, 
his  Name  which  they  bear,  be  it  never  fo  famous, 
gives  then  no  quality  at  all. 

The  Advantages  which  the  State  makes  of  this  Ma¬ 
xim  are  firft,  Trading  is  in  a  more  flourilhing  conditi¬ 
on,  which  the  lazinefs  of  the  Nobility  is  the  likelieft 
means  to  ruin.  Secondly,  the  Emperors  Revenues 
are  increas’d  by  it;  becaufe  no  Eftates  are  Tax-free. 
In  Towns  which  pay  Poll-Mony  no  Perfon  is  exempt. 
Thirdly,  by  this  means  Families  arehindred  from  in¬ 
gratiating  themfelves  with  the  Populace,  and  fo  kept 
irom  eftablilhin  g  themfel ves  fofar  in  the  Peoples  Fa¬ 
vour,  that  it  would  be  a  difficulty  to  the  Prince  him- 
felf  to  keep  them  within  bounds.  Laftiy,  it  is  a  re¬ 
ceiv’d  Opinion  among  tire  Chine fe>  that  if  an  Emperor 
would  be  obey’d  he  muff  lay  his  commands  upon  Sub¬ 
jects,  and  not  upondo  many  little  Kings. 

Their  feventh  Principle  of  Policy  is  to  keep  up  in 
Peace,  as  well  as  War,  great  Armies,  as  well  to  main¬ 
tain  a  Credit  and  Refped  from  the  Neighbours,  as 
to  ftifls  or  rather  prevent  any  Difturbance  or  Infur- 
reftion  which  may  happen  at  Home.  Heretofore  a 
million  of  Soldiers  were  fet  to  guard  their  great  Wall. 
A  lefs  number  than  that  alfo  toGarrifon  their  Fron  ¬ 
tiers  and  great  Towns  would  have  been  too  little. 
Now.they  think  it  enough  to  keep  Garrifons  in  their 
moft  important  Towns! 

Belides  thefe  (landing  Forces,  there  are  fifteen  or 
twenty  thoufand  Men  in  each  Province,  under  the 
command  of  private  Officers;  they  have  alfo  Soldi- 
ers  to  keep  their  Iflands,  efpecially  Hapan  and  For- 
The  Horfe  Guards  of  Pekin  are  above  an  hun- 
m.sd  and  fixcy  thoufand.  So  that,  I  believe, in  the  great- 
vt  feciireft  Peace,  the  Emperor  has  in  Pay  and  at 
Muller  no  lefs  than  fifty  hundred  thoufand  effective 
'  Men, 
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Men,  all  armed  according  to  the  Cuftom  of  the 
Country  with  Scimeters  and  Darts.  They  have  but  a 
very  fmall  Infantry,  and  of  thofe  which  they  have 
there  are  no  Pikemen,  and  very  few  Musketeers. 

Their  Soldiers  are  very  graceful,  and  pretty  well 
Difciplin’d,  for  the  Tartars  have  almofl  degenerated 
into  Chine  fe,  and  the  Cbinefe  continue  as  they  always 
were.  Soft,  Effeminate,  Enemies  of  Labour,  better 
at  making  an  handfome  Figure  at  Mufter  or  in  a 
March,  than  at  behaving  themfelves  gallantly  in  an 
A&ion.  The  Tartars  begin  with  heat  and  briskneft, 
and  if  they  can  make  their  Enemies  give  ground  in 
the  beginning,  then  they  can  make  their  advantage 
of  it ;  otherwife  they  are  unable  to  continue  an  At 
tack  a  good  while,  or  to  bear  up  long  againft  one, 
efpecially  if  made  in  order  and  with  vigor.  The 
Emperor,  whom  I  have  had  the  honour  to  fpsalc  with, 
who  fays  nothing  but  what  is  proper,  ashedoesno- 
thing  but  what  is  great,  gave  this  fhort  Character  of 
them,  They  are  good  Soldters  when  oppofed  to  bad  om, 
but  bad  when  oppofed  to  good  ones. 

The  eighth  Maxim  is  concerning  their  Rewards 
and^  Punishments.  Great  Men  who  have  faithfully 
ferv’d  their  Country  never  lofe  their  Reward ;  and  be 
caufe  be  a  Prince  never  fo  opulent,  he  can  never  have 
enough  to  reward  all  his  Subjedb :  this  defeft  is  made  up 
by  Marks  and  Titles  of  Honour,  which  are  very  accep¬ 
table  to  the  Subjedts,  and  no  charge  to  the  Prince. 

Thefe  Titles  of  Honour  are  what  they  call  the  fe- 
verai  Orders  of  Mandarins.  They  fay  fuch  a  one 
is  a  Mandarin  of  the  firft  Rank,  or  the  Emperor  has 
plac’d  fuch  a  one  in  the  firft  Clafs  of  the  Mandarins 
of  the  fecond  Rank,  and  in  like  manner  of  Qtheis, 
This  Dignity,  which  is  merely  honorary,  makes  them 
take  place  in  Afismblies,  Vifits  and  Councils,  but 
is  no  profit  to  them-  To  make  thefe  Rewards  ol 
greater  extent,  which  the  People  chufemuch  foone: 
than  Pen  lions,  they  are  fometimes  beftow’d  evec 
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upon  the  dead,  who  are  oftimes  made  Mandarins  af¬ 
ter  their  Funei  als,  who  therefore  fill  fometimes  the 
greaceft  places  of  Honour  amongft  the  Nobility  when 
the  Emperor  can’t  bellow  upon  them  the  meaneft 
Place  among  the  living.  They  have  oftentimes  at  the 
Publick  or  the  Prince’s  charge  lofty  Monuments  railed 
for  them,  and  that  Court  which  looks  after  the  Pjdb- 
jick  Expences  judges  what  recoin  pence  fhall  be  paid 
to  their  defect.  Thefe  Rewards  are  oftimes  accom¬ 
panied  with  Elogies  in  their  praife  made  by  the  Em¬ 
peror'  himlelf,  which  maker  them  and  their  Family 
famous  to  all  Pofterity.  But  the  higheft  Honour  is 
to  make  them  Saints,  to  build  them  Temples,  and 
offer  them  Sacrifices  as  to  the  Gods  of  the  Country. 

By  this  means  Paganifm  Has  been  mightily  fupported 
by  the  Emperors,  adoring  themfelves  the  Work  of 
|  their  own  Hands,  and  paying  Worlhip  and  Honour 
to  them,  who  when  alive  would  have  been  glad  to  be 
i  proftrate  at  their  now  Worlhippers  feet. 

!  They  Reward  alfo  in  private  Men  thole  vertuous 
|  Aftions  which  bring  no  publick  Advantage  to  the 
State.  We  read  inHiftory  that  Temples  have  been 
rais’d  to  the  memory  of  fome  Maids  who  all  their 
lives  kept  their  Chaftity  inviolable.  And  I  my  felf 
have  leen  in  feveral  of  their  Towns  Trophies  with 
honourable  Infcriptions  rais’d  up  for  Inhabitants  of 
mean  rank  and  degree,  to  publifh  to  all  the  World 
their  Virtue  and  Merit. 

'  If  the  Chinife  are  very  liberal  in  their  Rewards, 
they  are  as  fevere  in  the  Punilhments  even  of  the 
flighted  Faults ;  their  punilhments  are  adequate  to  their 
i  demerits.  The  ufual  punilhment  is  the  Baftinado  on 
j  the  Back.  When  they  receive  but  forty  or  fifry  blows 
|  they  call  this  a  Fatherly  Correction :  to  which  as 
;  well  Mandarins  as  others  are  fubjeCt :  this  Punilhment 
I  is  not  accounted  very  fcandalous,  and  after  it  is 
executed,  the  Criminal  muft  fall  on  his  Knees  before 
the  Judge,  and  if  able  bow  three  times  down  to  the 
ground 
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ground,  and  give  him  humble  thanks  for  talcing  this 
care  of  his  Education. 

Yet  this  Puirdhment  is  of  that  Violence,  that  one 
ftroke  is  enough  to  fell  one  that  is  of  a  tender  Condi- 
tution ;  and  olumes  perfons  die  of  it ;  it  is  true  there 
are  ways  of  foitning  this  Punifhment  when  the  Exe- 
cation  of  it  is  in  Court.  The  eafieft  is  to  bribe  the  Exe¬ 
cutioners,  for  there  are  many  of  them ;  becaufe  left  the 
Executioner’s  wear inefs  fhould  leflen  the  Punifhment, 
after  five  or  fix  ftrokes  another  lucceeds,  and  fotill 
the  whole  be  perform’d.  But  when  the  Criminal  has 
by  nrony  made  them  his  Friends,  they  underftand  their 
bufinefs  fo  well,  that  notwithftanding  all  the  care 
which  the  Mandarins  prefent  can  ufe,  the  Punifh¬ 
ment  becomes  light  and  almoft  nothing. 

Befides  this  in  the  Courts  there  are  perfons  to  he 
hired,  who  keep  a  good  undemanding  with  the  Offi¬ 
cers.  Who  upon  a  (ignal  given,  take  the  place  of 
the  Criminal,  who  efcapes  among  the  Croud,  and  re¬ 
ceives  his  Punifhment.  For  mony  there  are  every 
where  theft-  lort  of  Vicarious  Perfons  to  be  met  with 
For  it  is  a  Tr  ade  at  China ,  where  feveral  perfons  are 
maintained  by  the  blows  of  the  Cudgel. 

By  luch  a  trick  as  this  Tam  quam  pen ,  a  famous 
Perfecutor  of  Chriftianky  elcaped  the  juft  Sentence 
of  the  Judges.  He  engag’d  a  paltry  Fellow  for  a  large 
firm  of  more  to  take  upon  him  his  Name,  and  goto 
the  Court  of  Juifice  in  his  Bead.  He  told  him  that 
let  it  come  to  the  word:  it  was  but  a  good  Cudgelling, 
and  if  after  that  he  was  imprilon’d,  there  ihouldbe 
found  out  a  way  to  redeem  him  chence.  The  poor 
Fellow  went  according  to  agreement,  and  when  the 
Cryer  call’d  out  aloud  Tam- quam  fun,  the  Fellow  an- 
fwer’das  loud  here;  his  Sentence  was  pois’d,  and  the 
Mandarin  condemn’d  him  to  death.  The  Officers, 
who  had  been  bi  ib’d,  (erz’d  on  him  immediately,  and 
according  to  cuftom  gagg’d  him,  for  after  Sentence 
the  Criminal  is  not  fuffer'd  to  (beak.  Afterward  ns 
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was  brought  to  the  place  of  Execution,  where  the 
poor  Wretch  fuffer’d  a  miferable  death. 

The  fecond  lort  of  Punilhmenc  is  the  Carcan,  which 
differs  from  the  former  only  in  the  place  where  the  Ba- 
ftinadoes  are  given  :  in  this  they  are  given  the  Crimi- 
1  nal  at  one  of  the  City  Gates  or  in  the  High  way :  the 
I  Punilhment  here  is  not  fo  Iharp  but  the  Infamy  is 
greater,  and  he  who  has.once  undergone  this  Punilh- 
ment  can  never  more  recover  his  Reputation.- 
They  have  feveral different  waysof  inHiding death: 
Mean  and  ignoble  Perfons  have  their  Heads  cut  off 
for  in  China  the  feparation  of  the  Head  from  the  Body 
is  difgraceful.  On  the  contrary  Perfons  of  Quality 
are  ftrangled,  which  among  them  is  a  death'  of  more 
credit;  if  the  Crime  be  very  notorious  they  are  punch¬ 
ed  like  mean  perfons,  and  fometimes  their  Heads  are 
cut  off  and  hang’d  on  a  Tree  in  the  High- ways. 

Rebels  and  Traytors  are  punilh’d  with  the  utmoft  ie- 
veritys  that  is;  to  fpeakasthey  do,  'they  cut  them  into 
ten  thoufand  pieces.  For  after  that  the  Executioner 
hath  tyed  them  to  a  Poft,  he  cuts  of  the  skin  all  round 
their  Forehead,  which  he  tears  by  force  till  it  hangs  o- 
ver  their  Eyes,  that  they  may  not  fee  the  Torments 
they  are  to  endure.  Afterwards  he  cuts  their  Bodies 
in  what  places  he  thinks  fit,  and  when  he  is  tyr’d  with 
this  barbarous  Employment,  he  leaves  them  to  the  ty¬ 
ranny  of  their  Enemies,  and  the  infults  of  the  Mob, 
Often  Criminals  are  cruelly  whip’d  till  they  expire. 
Laftly,  the  Torture  which  is  the  ciuelleftof  all  deaths 
is  here  ufed ;  and  generally  the  hands  and  Fingers 
fuffer  moft  in  it. 

Ninthly,  They  think  it  good  Policy  to  forbid  Wo¬ 
men  from  all  Trade  and  Commerce,  which  they  can 
only  benefit  by  letting  it  alone ;  all  their  bufinefs  lies 
within  Doors,  where  they  find  continual  Employment 
in  the  careful  Education  of  their  Children.  They  nei¬ 
ther  buy  nor  fell ;  and  one  lees  Women  fo  feldom  in 
theftreets  that  one  fhouiu  imagine  diem  to  be  all  lle- 
ligioufes 
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ligioufcs  confined  to  a  Cioyfisr.  Princefles  never 
Succeed  to  the  Crown,  nor  ever  have  the  Regency 
during  the  young  Princes  minority;  and  tho’  the 
Emperor  may  in  private  confide  them,  it  is  reckoned 
mean  and  ignoble  to  do  it.  In  which  thing  the 
Chinefe  feem  m  my  opinion  lefs  reafonable  than  in 
others.  For  Wit  and  Forefight  is  equally  the  Portion 
of  the  one  asof  the  other  Sex;  and  a  Prince  is  never  fo 
underftandmg  as  when  he  knows  how  to  find  outall 
his  Treafiires  whsrefoever  Nature  has  placed  them, 
nor  ever  fo  Prudent  as  when  he  makes  ufeofthem. 

La!%,  Their  Tenth  Maxim  is  to  encourage  Trade 
as  much  as  poflible  thro’  the  whole  Empire.  All  the 
other  Policy  is  conducive  to  the  plenty  or  conveni¬ 
ence  of  their  Country ;  but  this  is  concern’d  for  the 
very  Lives  of  the  People,  who  would  be  foon  redu¬ 
ced  to  the  laft  extremity  if  Trade  fhould  once  fail; 
It  is  not  the  Peoples  care  only,  but  the  Mandarins 
alfo,  who  put  out  their  money  to  trufty  Tradeis  to 
nuke  the  best  advantage  of  it.  By  this  private  way 
Otifanguey ,  the  little  King  of  Xevfi,  who  brought  the 
Tartars  into  China,  nude  himfclf  fo  rich  and  power¬ 
ful,  that  he  was  able  himfclf  to  lupport  for  a  long 
time  the  War  againft  the  Emperor. 

To  enercafe  Commerce,  Foreigners  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  come  into  the  Ports  of  China ,  a  thing  till 
lately  never  known.  On  the  other  fide  the  Cbimfi 
Spread  themfelves  over  all  the  hulks,  where  they  carry 
Silk,  China,  Phyfical  Drugs,  Sugar,  japanned  Works, 
Wine,  and  Potteis  Ware.  They  go  to  Bat  avia,  Siam, 
to  Jchim,  Malacca,  and  efpecialiv  to  japm  and 
Manilla »  from  which  they  are  diftant  but  a  lew  days 
Sail.  From  all  thefe  places  they  bring  Silver,  all  oi 
which  that  is  brought  from  Mexico  to  the  Vhihffw 
Iflands  by  the  Tacifak  Ocean,  is  carried  from  thence 
to  Canton,  whence  it  is  Ipread  thro5  the  whole  Empire 

Butthegreatell  patt  of  their  Trading  lies  within 
themfelves,  from  one  Province  to  another,  whicrt 
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ii!ce  fo  many  Kingdoms  communicate  to  each  other 
their  Riches.  That  of  Huquam  fends  Rice,  that  of 
Canton  Sugar,  from  Cbequiam  comes  good  Silk,  from 
Nanhtm  neat  and  handfome  pieces  of  Workmanlbip; 
Zenji  and  Xanji  are  rich  in  Iron,  Horfes,  Mules, 
Camels  and  Furs.  Tokiem  yields  Tea.  Leaotum 
Drugs,  and  fo  the  reft.  This  mutual  Commerce 
unites  the  People,  and  fills  their  Towns  with  plenty. 
Thefe,  my  Lord,  are  not  all  the  Chinefe  Maxims* 
there  are  a  World  of  others*  but  I  have  wrote  down 
thefe  as  the  mod  known  and  moft  effential  ones  for 
the  publick  Good.  .  . 

Good  order  in  the  inferior  Governments  is  as  ufe- 
ful  a  part  of  Policy  to  the  State  as  any  whatever,  by 
thefe  inferior  Governments  I  mean  fhofe  of  the  Ci¬ 
ties,  and  of  the  feveral  Camps.  All  thefe  are  fettled 
in  China ;  for  from  the  Foundation  of  that  Empire 
the  State  has  thought  it  worth  while  to  look  after  even 
the  moft  inconfiderable  things. 

Among  Perfons  of  Quality  there  never  happens 
any  Difpute  about  taking  place,  becaufe  every  one 
knows  exa&ly  what  is  due  to  his  own,  and  to  others 
Quality ;  and  it  was  a  great  furprifeto  every  body  to 
fee  about  fix  or  feven  years  ago  a  Prince  of  the  Blood, 
and  a  Colao  engaged  in  fuch  a  fort  of  Difpute.  The 
occafion  of  it  was  this :  the  Laws  ordain  that  when  a 
Colao  is  about  to  fpeak  to  a  Prince  of  the  Blood  he  muft 
bend  the  Knee,  but  Cuftom  has  laid  as  ftrong  an  Ob¬ 
ligation  on  the  Prince,  to  take  him  up  immediately.  ^ 

The  Prince  thought  that  an  obliging  Cuftom,  tho’ 
Conftantly  pradtifed  by  the  Royal  Family  on  feveral 
occafions,  ought  not  to  prejudice  his  right  by  Law. 
He  did  therefore  give  Audience  to  a  Colao  on  his 
Knees  and  never  made  any  motion  to  him  to  rile. 
The  Minifter  of  State  in  a  great  Confufion  to  fee 
hi'mfeff  kept  fo  long  in  fo  humble  a  Poflure  com¬ 
plained  of  it  to  the  Emperor ,  who  aflembled  his 
Rbtirtcif  forthwith.  They  looked  into  the  Cere- 
FJ  monial 
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monial  to  obferve  what  they  could  find  that  would 
contribute  to  the  deciding  this  Novel  Cafe,  but  when 
they  could  find  nothing  therein  ferviceable  to  that  end 
they  were  more  perplex’d  than  ever. 

Finally,  the  Council  who  were  againft  Innovati¬ 
ons,  judged  that  the  Pradtife  ought  to  be  continued 
as  before s  and  not  freeing  the  Colaos  from  their  obli¬ 
gation  of  (peaking  to  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  on 
their  Knees,  they  thought  it  requifite  alfo  that  the 
Princes  fhould  ufe  that  Civility  toward  them  as  not 
to  keep  them  in  that  pofture  long.  Tou  cant ,  faiii 
they  to  the  Coleo,  honour  the  Princes  too  much,  and  you 
do  not  do  well  to  omit  any  occafm  where  you  can  fliew  the 
rejpeft  you  bear  them.  Princes,  added  the  Emperor  to 
him  who  had  occafioned  this  Difpute,  are  by  their  own 
Rank  fet  high  enough  above  the  re  (l  of  mankind,  at  not  to 
need  proudly  to  Jeek  to  debafe  them  lower.  They  cun 
want  nothing  to  make  them  honourable ,  but  Temper  and 
Madefy .  When  you  are  denied  the  Reffeft  due  to  you, 
all  the  World  knows  you  have  not  what  you  ought  to  have', 
but .  when  you  inftfb  upon  every  little  MarkofRefreS,  it 
will  make  the  World  begin  to  enquire  whether  you  deferve  it. 
Thus  both  of  them  werereprimanded,and  that  no  new 
Laws  might  be  made  they  letCuftom  be  their  Rule. 

Every  thing  that  belongs  to  the  Princes  or  Man¬ 
darins,  is  punctually  Rated ;  their  Penfions,  their 
Houles,  the  number  of  their  Servants,  the  fhape  and 
bignefs  of  their  Sedans,  are  the  Badges  of  Honour 
by  which  they  are  diftinguifhed.  So  that  when  they 
come  into  Publick,  their  Quality  is  prefently  known, 
and  the  refped  which  is  due  to  them  with  as  little 
trouble  paid.  Wiien  the  Cbinefe  governed  the  Bmpire, 
evenprivate  Men  wore  their  Marks  of  diftin&ion ;  and 
there  was  no  learned  Man  but  his  Degree  and  Rani 
might  be  known  by  the  Fafhion  or  Colour  of  his  Garb, 

The  Towns  have  their  determinate  Figure ;  they 
ought  all  to  be  (quare  as  far  as  the  Ground  they 
built  upon  will  fuffer  it ;  in  fuch  fort  that  the  Gats 
may 
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may  be  To  built  as  toaafwer  the  four  principal  Quar' 
ters  of  the  World,  that  is  the  North,  South,  Eaft,  and 
Weft.  The  Houfes  have  thorough  Lights,  and  are 
efteemed  ill  built  if  their  Doors  do  not  lie  exactly  pa¬ 
rallel  to  one  of  the  fides  of  the  Town. 

Towns  of  the  feveral  Orders  have  different  big- 
nefs,  the  chief  Towns  are  nine  or  twelve  Miles 
round,  thole  of  the  firft  Rank  are  but  fix,  thole  of 
the  fecond  or  third  Orders  are  lefs  in  proportion. 
This’  Rule  neverthelels  is  not  fo  univerfal  as  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  no  Exception.  The  Streets  are  ftrait,  gene¬ 
rally  laid  out  by  the  Line,  large,  well  paved,  yet  very 
inconvenient ;  becaufe  every  Perlon  of  any  account 
goes  up  and  down  them  either  on  Horleback  or  in  a 
Chair.  The  Houles  are  low,  of  an  equal  height. 
The  jealoufie  of  the  Husbands  would  not  luffec  that 
their  Neighbours  Houfes  Ihould  be  higher  than  their 
own,  left  thereby  their  Windows  Ihould  over  look 
their  Court-Yards  and  Gardens. 

The  whole  Town  is  divided  into  lour  parts,  and 
thole  again  into  feveral  finaller  Divifions,  each  of 
which  contain  ten  Houfes,  over  every  one  of  which 
lub  divifions  an  Officer  prefides,  who  takes  notice  of 
every  thing  which  pafles  in  his  little  Ward,  tells  the 
Mandarin  what  Contentions  happen,  what  extraor¬ 
dinary  things,  what  Strangers  come  thither  or  go 
thence.  The  Neighbourhood  is  obliged  to  give  mu¬ 
tual  affiftance,  and  in  cafe  of  an  allarm,  co  lend  one 
another  an  helping  hand,  for  if  any  Theft  or  Ro;> 
bery  be  committed  in  the  Night,  the  Neighbourhood 
muft  contribute  toward  repairing  the  lots.  Laftly,  in 
every  Family  the  Father  is  reiponfible  for  the  difar- 
deis  and  irregularities  committed  either  by  his  Chil¬ 
dren  or  Servants. 

The  G^tesof  the  Cities  are  well  looked  after,  and 
even  in  time  of  Peace  are  Ihut  up  at  the  approach 
of  night.  In  the  day-time  there  are  Guards  to  exa¬ 
mine  all  Who  come  in;  if  he  be  a  Stranger,  if  he 
U  %  -  comes 
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conies  from  another  Province,  or  from  a  Neighbour¬ 
ing  Town,  they  know  him  by  his  Tone,  by  his  Mien, 
or  his  Habit,  which  in  every  place  are  fomewhat  dif¬ 
ferent.  When  they  obferve  any  thing  extraordinary 
or  fufpicious,  they  take  the  Perfon  up ,  or  inform 
the  Mandarin  of  it.  So  that  European  Miffionaries, 
whofeAfpeft  is  infinitely  different  from  that  of  the 
Cb'wefe,  are  known  as  foon  as  feen,  and  thofe  who 
have  not  the  Emperor’s  approbation  find  it  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  make  a  long  Journey. 

In  certain  places,  as  at  Vekin,  as  foon  as  night  comes 
on  they  tie  Chains  crofs  the  Streets;  the  Guards  go 
the  Patrole  up  and  down  the  chief  Streets ,  and 
Guards  and  Sentinels  are  placed  here  and  there.  The 
Horfe  go  the  Rounds  upon  the  Fortifications ;  and 
wo  be  to  him  who  is  found  then  from  Home. 

'  Meetings,  Mafquerades  and  Balls,  and  fuch  like 
Night- works  are  good,  fay  the  Chinefe ,  for  none  but 
Thieves  and  the  Mob.  Orderly  People  ought  at  that 
time  either  to  fit  up  providing  for  their  Family,  or  elfe 
take  their  reft,  that  they  may  be  refre/hed,  and  better 
able  the  next  day  to  manage  the  bufinefs  of  the  Family. 

Gaming  is  forbidden  both  to  the  Commonalty  and 
Gentry.  Which  neverthelefs  hinders  not  the  Chineft 
from  playing,  fometimes  even  fo  long  as  till  they 
have  loft  all  their  Eftate,  their  Houfes,  their  Chil¬ 
dren  and  their  Wives,  which  they  fometimes  hazard 
upon  a  Card;  for  there  is  no  degree  of  Extravagance 
to  which  the  defire  of  Lucre  and  Riches  will  not 
carry  a  Cbinefe.  But  befides  that  it  is  a  diforder  which 
the  Tartars,  fince  they  became  Mafters  of  Chino, 
have  introduced  amongft  them,  they  take  great  heed 
to  conceal  their  gaming ;  and  by  ccnfequence  the 
Law  which  forbids  it  always  flouriihes,  and  is  able  to 
fupprefs  great  Diforders. 

What  I  have  (aid  concerning  Wives,  that  their 
Husbands  may  foil  them,  or  lofo  them  at  Play ;  puts 
me  in  mind  to  give  feme  account  of the  Rules  which 
their 
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their  Civil  Conftitution  rather  than  their  Religion 
have  ordained  concerning  Marriages ;  rhofe  who 
have  a  mind  to  Marry  do  not,  as  among  us,  follow 
their  own  Fancies  in  their  Choice  of  a  Wife.  They 
never  lee  the  Woman  they  are  about  to  have,  but 
take  her  Parents  word  in  the  cafe,,  or  elfe  they  have 
their  Information  from  leveral  old  Women  who  are 
as  it  were  Infpeftors,  but  who  are  neverthelels  in  fee 
with  the  Woman’s  Friends  to  fet  her  out  more  than 
Ihe  delerves,  fo  that  it  is  very  feldoro  that  they  make 
a  true  Defcription,  or  give  a  juft  Character  of  her 
whom  they  go  to  view. 

The  Woman’s  Parents  give  Money  generally  to 
thele  Emiftaries  to  oblige  them  to  give  a  favourable 
Character.  For  it  is  for  the  Parents  advantage  that 
their  Daughter  fhould  be  reputed  handlom,  witty  and 
genteel ;  becaule  the  Chmfe  buy  their  Wives,  and,  as 
in  other  Merchandiles,  they  give  more  or  lefs  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  good  or  bad  Properties  ofthem. 

When  the  Parties  are  agreed  about  the  price,  the 
Contra#  is  made,  and  the  Money  paid  down.  Then 
preparation  is  made  on  both  lides  for  the  Nuptial 
Solemnities,  when  the  day  of  Marriage  is  come,  they 
carry  the  Bride  in  a  fumptuons  Chair,  before  which 
go  Hautboys,  Drums  and  Fifes,  and  after  it  follow 
her  Parents  and  other  particular  Friends  of  her  Fa¬ 
mily.  All  the  Portion  which  Ihe  brings  is  her  mar* 
viage  Garments,  lome  Cloaths,  and  houlhold  Goods 
which  her  Father  prelents  her  with.  The  Bride¬ 
groom  Hands  at  his  door  richly  attired,  waiting  for 
her:  he  himfelf opens  the  Sedan  which  was  clofely 
Ihut,  and  having  conduced  her  into  a  Chamber,  de¬ 
livers  her  to  leveral  Women  invited  thither  for  that 
purpole,  who  Ipend  there  the  day  together  in  feaft- 
mg  and  lporting*  while  the  Husband  in  another  Room 
entertains  his  Friends  and  Acquaintance. 

This  being  the  firft  time  that  the  Bride  and  Bride¬ 
groom  fee  each  other,  and  both  or  one,  very  often  not 
U  3  liking 


394  0/  the  Policy  and  Government 

liking  their  Bargain,  is  very  often  a  day  of  rejoycing 
for  their  Guefts,  but  of  forrow  for  themfelves.  The 
Women  muft  fubmit  tho’  they  don’t  like,  becaufe  their 
Parents  have  fold  them,  but  the  Husbands  fometimes 
are  not  fo  complaifant ,  for  there  have  been  fome 
who  when  they  firft  opened  the  Sedan  to  receive  _ 
the  Bride,  repulfed  by  her  Shape  and  AfpetSt  have" 
fhut  the  Chair  again,  and  fent  her  and  her  Parents 
and  Friends  back  again,  willing  rather  to  lole  their 
Money  than  enter  upon  (o  bad  a  Purchafe. 

When  the  Tartan  in  the  late  War  took  Nankim, 
there  happened  a  paffage  which  made  the  Cb'meft 
merry  notwithftanding  all  their  misfortunes.  Among 
allthediforders  which  the  Vigors  committed  in  that 
Province,  they  endeavoured  to  leize  upon  all  the 
Women  they  could  to  make  Money  of  them.  When 
they  took  the  chief  City  of  that  Province,  they 
carried  all  the  Women  thither,  and  Ihut  them  up 
higly  pigly  together  in  the  Magazines  with  other 
Goods.  But  becaufe  there  were  fome  of  all  ages 
and  degrees  of  Beauty,  they  refolved  to  put  them  into 
Sacks  and  carry  them  to  Market,  and  fo  fell  them 
to  any  one  at  a  venture  ugly  or  handfome.  There 
was  the  fame  price  fee  upon  every  one,  and  for  fix- 
teen  or  eighteen  Shillings  take  which  Sack  you  will 
without  openingit.  After  this  manner  the  Soldiers, 
who  were  ever  infolent  in  Profperity,  abufed  their 
Vidtory,  and  approved  themfelves  more  barbarous  in 
the  moft  polite  and  civil  City  in  the  World,  than 
they  had  been  in  the  Defarts  of  Tartary. 

At  the  day  of  Sale  there  came  Buyers  enough. 
Some  came  to  recover  if  haply  they  could  their  Wives 
or  Child:  en  who  were  among  thofe  Women,  others 
were  led  thither  thro’  hopes  that  good  Fortune  and  a 
lucky  Chance  would  put  a  Fortune  into  their  Hands. 
In  jhort,the  novelty  of  the  thing  brought  a  great  Con- 
courfe  from  the  adjacent  places.  An  ordinary  Fellow 
who  had  but  twelve  Shillings  in  the  World,gaveitand 
rnnlfi 
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chofe  a  Sack  as  did  the  reft,  and  carryed  it  off,  when 
he  was  got  out  of  the  crowd,  whether  thro’  curioficY 
or  a  defire  to  relieve  the  perlbn  in  the  Sack  who  com' 
plained,  he  could  not  forbear  opening  it.  In  it  he 
found  an  old  Woman,  whom  age,  grief,  and  ill 
treatment  had  made  deformed  to  the  higheft  degree ; 
he  was  fo  confoundedly  mad  at  it,  that  to  gratifie  his 
Paffion  and  Rage  he  was  going  to  throw  the  old 
Woman  and  Sack  both  together  into  the  River,  that 
the  gratification  of  his  Paffion  might  be  fome  com¬ 
fort  to  him  for  the  lofs  of  his  mony- 

Then  the  good  old  Gentlewoman  faid  to  him.  Son, 
your  lot  is  not  fobad  as  you  imagine ;  be  of  good  chear, 
you  have  made  your  Fortune :  take  care  only  of  my 
life,  I  will  make  yours  happier  than  ever  it  has  been 
yet.  Thefe  words  fomewhat  pacified  him.  Where¬ 
fore  he  carried  her  into  a  Houfe  hardby,  where  fhe 
told  him  her  Quality  and  her  Eftate.  She  belonged  to 
a  Mandarin  of  note  in  the  Neighbourhood,  to  whom 
fhe  wrote  immediately.  He  lent  her  an  Equipage  a- 
greableto  her  Quality  and  fhe  carried  her  deliverer 
along  with  her,  and  afterwards  wasfb  good  a  friend 
to  him,  that  he  never  had  reafon  to  complain  that  he 
had  loft  the  two  Crowns  which  he  lay’d  out  in  pur- 
chafing  her. 

But  to  return  to  the  Chinefe  Marriages,  I  muft  far¬ 
ther  tell  you,  that  a  Husband  may  not  Divorce  his 
Wife,  excepting  for  Adultery,  and  a  few  other  occa- 
fions  which  feldom  or  never  fall  out ;  in  thofe  cafes 
they  fell  them  to  whofoever  will  buy  them,  and  buy 
a'nother.  Perfons  of  Quality  never  do  thus,  but  com¬ 
mon  People  do  frequently.  If  a  Man  has  the  bold- 
nefs  to  fell  his  Wife  without  juft  reafon,  both  the  Buyer 
and  Seller  are  feverely  punifhed,  yet  the  Husband  is 
not  obliged  to  take  her  again. 

Although  a  Man  be  allowed  but  one  Wife,  he  may 
have  as  many  Concubines  as  he  will ;  all  the  Chil¬ 
dren  have  an  equal  claim  to  the  Eftate,  becaufe  they 
U  4  are 
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are  reckoned  as  the  Wives  Children  tho’  they  be  fomg 
of  the  Concubines ;  they  all  call  the  Wife  Mother, 
who  is  indeed  (ole  Miftrefs  of the  Houfe;  the  Con¬ 
cubines  ferve  and  honour  her,  and  have  no  manner 
of  Authority  or  Power  but  what  they  derive  from  her. 

The  Chinefe  think  it  a  ft  range  thing  that  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  are  not  thus  allowed  the  ufe  of  Women,  yet 
they  confefs  it  is  acommendable  fign  of  moderati¬ 
on  in  them.  But  when  we  obferved  to  them  the 
Troubles,  Quarrels,  Contentions  and  Jealoufies  which 
many  Women  muft  needs  raife  in  a  Family,  they 
(ay  nothing  is  without  (ome  inconvenience  and 
diforder;  but  that  perhaps  there  are  more  erodes  in 
having  but  one,  than  in  having  many  Women.  The 
beft  way  they  own,  is  to  have  none  at  all. 

Alcho’  the  Chinefe  are  extremely  jealous  to  that  de¬ 
gree  that  they  differ  not  their  Wives  to  (peak  in  pri¬ 
vate  even  to  their  own  Brethren,  much  lets  give  them 
liberty  to  enjoy  all  that  freedom  and  publick  Diver- 
don  which  in  Europe  is  efteemed  only  Gallantry  and 
Curiofiiy :  nevelthelefs  there  are  Husbands  fo  very 
complaifantto  their  Wives  as  to  let  them  freely  com¬ 
mit  Adultery,  which  permillion  (ome  Women  make 
the  condition  of  their  Marriage :  Thole  whoaccording 
to  fuch  agreement  follow  the(e  Courfes  (as  there  isa 
certain  (ort  of  People  who  do  )  have  no  manner  of 
power  to  hinder  Debauchees  from  frequenting  their 
Houfes,  and  from;  making  ill  ufe  of  the  eafinefsor 
unruly  Pa  (lions  of  fuch  Women.  But  fuch  Families 
as  thefa  aie  abhorred  by  the  Chinefe,  who  think  fo  ill 
of  them,  that  their  Children  tho’ never  fodeferving 
or  intelligent  can  never  obtain  any  degree,  or  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  honourable  Office. 

Of  all  their  Civil  Inftitqtions  there  is  no  one  which 
cofis  the  Cbmefe  fo  much  trouble  as  does  the  ordering 
of  their  time,  and  their  Holy-days.  There  arein  the 
Tmperors  fervice  above  an  hundred  Perlons,  on  pur: 
pefe  to  regula.ee  the  Kalendar,  which  they  make  a- 
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new  every  year,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  Ceremony 
fend  it  up  and  down  to  the  Vice-Roys  of  each  Pro¬ 
vince.  They  regulate  the  number  of  Months,  which 
is  fometimes  twelve,  fometimes  thirteen,  which  are 
Lunar  months,  and  ought  to  agree  with  the  Suns 
courfe.  In  thefe  Almanacks  the  Equinoxes,  Solfticesa 
and  the  Sun’s  Entry  into  each  Sign  is  fet  down:  The 
Eclipfes  oftheSunor  Moon  are  there,  and  the  time 
when  vifible  at  Pekin  or  any  of  the  Principal  Cities. 
The  Planets  courfes,  their  places  in  the  Ecliptick, 
their  Oppofitions,  Conjunctions,  and  Propinquity  to 
any  Stare  are  delcribed,  and  indeed  every  thing  elfe  is 
well  calculated,  which  Aftronomy  has  that  is  curious 
or  excellent.  _  They  mix  with  this  divers  points  of  ju¬ 
dicial  Aftroiogy ,  which  Ignorance  or  Superftition 
have  invented ,  concerning  happy  or  unhappy  days, 
times  proper  for  Marriage,  Building,  or  undertaking 
Journies.  Thefe  prejudices  generally  guide  the  Peo¬ 
ple;  but  the  Emperor,  and  all  other  Man  of  Sence 
are  wifer  than  to  mind  fuch  trifles. 

Altho5  there  be  no  publick  Clocks  as  in  Europe,  the 
day  is  neverthelefs  divided  into  four  and  twenty  parts, 
which  have  all  their  particular  Names,  and  begin  from 
midnight.  They  tell  me  that  antiently  they  divided 
their  day  into  twelve  parts,  each  of  which  were  (ub- 
divided  into  eight ;  which  made  the  natural  day  con- 
fift  of  fourfcore  and  fixteen,  which  were  exactly  di- 
ftinguifhed  in  their  Calculations.  But  their  Sundials 
( and  they  have  very  antient  ones)  were  divided  into 
four  general  divifions,  each  of  which  contained  four 
and  twenty  little  fubdivifions,  which  added  to  the 
four  great  divifions  divided  the  whole  Circle  into  an 
hundred  parts. 

This'fort  of  Dialling  feems  very  irregular,  nor  can 
I  fee  for  what  ufo  it  was  intended.  Since  they  have 
received  the  new  Kalendar  from  the  Miffionaries, 
they  have  regulated  their  Dials  by  hours,  and  reckon 
their  time  almoft  as  we  do ;  only  we  muft  take  no- 
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tice  that  inftead  of  two  hours  they  reckon  but  one,  fo 
their  natural  day  confifts  of  but  twelve  hours,  the 
names  of  which  diverfly  combined  with  ten  other 
terms  which  they  have  invented,  make  a  Revolution 
of  fixty,  which  ferves  them  inftead  of  a  Cycle  to 
mark  their  different  years.  I  dare  not  trouble  you, 
My  Lord,  with  particular  enumerations  which  would 
be  tedious,  and  are  in  foregoing  Relations  (ufficiently 
explained. 

As  for  the  People,  they  are  not  very  nice  herein; 
they  content  themfelves  with  knowing  the  time  of 
the  Suns  rifing  and  fetting,  and  Noon.  In  the  night 
they  make  ufe  of  Bells  and  Drums  which  are  very 
often  founded,  and  (erve  to  diftinguilh  the  night  into 
five  Watches. 

The  Current  Coin  is  very  odd.  They  have  round 
Copper  pieces  with  a  hole  in  the  middle,  that  they  may 
be  ftrung,  they  are  full  of  Chara&ers;  the  metal  is 
neither  pure  nor  well  hammered;  and  altho’ they  are 
thick,  one  may  break  them  with  ones  Fingers  it’  one 
ftrive  ;  ten  of  thefe  make  a  peny,  ten  of  which  are 
the  tenth  part  of  the  C hinefe  Crown,  called  by  the 
Tomguefe,  in  the  hdiess  Tael ,  and  by  themfelves  team, 
which  Crown  amounts  to  fix  (hillings  two  pence  half- 
peny,  and  f  f  of  a  farthing. 

This  Crown  piece  is  not  coined  with  any  (lamp  or 
image  on  it  as  our  mony  in  Europe ;  the  Cbinefe  Sil¬ 
ver  mony  is  not  made  in  any  determinate  regular 
form,  they  take  for  mony  any  irregular  pieces  or  bits 
of  Silver  by  weight,  which  if  they  do  not  believe  to 
be  good  Silver  they  may  cut  afunder.  This  they  pra- 
(ftiie  to  present  falfe  and  counterfeit  mony,  and  they 
are  fo  expert  in  gueffing  at  the  goodnefs  and  value 
of  any  piece  ofSilver  by  looking  on  it  only,  that  they 
are  feldom  miftaken,  efpecially  if  it  be  melted  after 
the  manner  praftifed  there. 

They  know  the  goodnefs  of  it  three  ways »  by  the 
colour,  by  fereral  little  holes  which  are  made  in  it 
by 
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by  the  melting  pot,  andby  divers  fmall  Circles  which 
the  Air  makes  on  the  furface  of  the  metal  when  it 
cools  after  melting.  If  the  colour  be  white,  the  holes 
fmall  and  deep,  if  the  Circles  be  many,  and  thofe 
clofeand  very  fine,  efpecialiy  toward  the  center  of 
the  piece,  then  the  Silver  is  pure:  but  the  more  it  dif¬ 
fers  fromthefe  three  qualities  fo  much  the  more  Alloy 
it  has. 

To  explain  my  lelf  better,  I  muft  tell  you,  they 
divide  their  Silver  with  refpeft  to  its  purity  into  a 
hundred  forts,  as  we  do  Gold  into  four  and  twenty  cal¬ 
led  Carats;  The  Silver  which  is  current  in  Trade  is 
all  the  forts  between  the  fourfcorth  andthehundreth  - 
fort  or  degree  of  purity.  If  it  be  of  a  bafer  Alloy 
they  will  not  take  it,  but  punUh  thofe  who  offerin' 
They  take  our  mony  as  Silver  of  the  fourfcore  and 
fifteenth  fort,  tho’  thofe  who  underftand  Silver  well, 
judge  it  to  be  but  of  the  fourfcore  and  third  fort  at 
mod.  So  that  ,  in  an  hundred  Ounces  of  our  Silver 
there  are  feven  of  Alloy,  or,  which  is  all  one,  an 
hundred  Ounces  of  it  is  worth  but  ninety  three  of 
fine  Silver. 

As  for  Gold,  it  never  paffes  in  China  for  mony  no 
more  than  Jewels  do;  they  buy  it  as  they  do  other 
Goods  or  Merchandile,  and  the  Europeans  make  a 
good  Market  of  it ;  becaufe  in  China  a  pound  of 
Gold  bears  but  the  fame  proportion  to  a  pound  of 
Silver  as  one  does  to  ten,  whereas  among  us  it  is  as 
one  to  fifteen,  fo  that  the  Merchant  gets  by  it  ge¬ 
nerally  a  third  part.  ' 

Since  almoft  every  thing  is  there  fold  by  weight,  a- 
mongft  (everal  fort  of  Scales,  they  make  ule  of  a 
fmall  portable  Balance,  kept  in  a  fmall  varnilhed  cafe 
which  is  very  light  and  ufeful;  they  are  fomething 
like  the  Rowan  balance,  confiftingofa  fmall  dilh,  an 
arm,  and  a  weight  that  Aides  up  and  down  that  arm, 
which  is  made  of  Ivory  or  Ebony,  in  bignels,  length 
and  IJiape  like  a  Pen ;  it  is  divided  into  three  fmall 
parts 
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parts  on  three  different  lurfaces,  it  hangs  byfilken 
threads  at  one  of  the  ends  in  three  different  points, 
that  it  may  the  better  weigh  weights  of  every  fort. 
They  weigh  yery  nicely  and  exa&ly ;  for  in  thofe 
whole  arm  is  of  any  confiderahle  length,  the  thou- 
fandth  part  of  a  Crown  will  fenfibly  turn  the  Scale. 

There  are  two  forts  of  thofe  Scales,  one  more  a- 
greeable  to  the  antient  Balances,  which  are  ufed  in 
Courts  of  Juftice ;  the  beam  of  this  is  lo  divided  as 
e'xa&ly  to  agree  with  the  weight  of  the  French  mony, 
fince  it  hath  been  encreafed  by  a  fixth  part  in  weight, 
lo  that  every  divifion  of  the  beam  weighs  the  weight 
of  a  Sou  or  Peny ;  to  that  feventy  two  Chinefe  Sous  or 
Penys  weigh  exactly  a  French  Crown,  or  an  Ounce 
Englifh  But  the  common  Balance,  which  is  moft 
uled  in  China,  is  fomewhat  different  from  this;  fora 
French  Crown  will  weigh  feventy  three  divifions  of 
this  beam ;  this  I  thought  my  lelf  obliged  to  take 
notice  of,  that  we  may  the  better  underftand  what 
the  Relations  hitherto  have  lomueh  differed  about. 

The  Chinefe  divide  their  pound  weight  as  we  do  into 
fixteen  ounces,  each  ounce  into  ten  parts  called  Tf  itn; 
each  ofthele  into  ten  peny  weights,  and  each  of  thefe 
again  into  ten  grains,  There  are  a  great  many  other 
divifions,  which  decreafe  in  the  lame  proportion  that 

1  has  to  io,  which  divifions  our  Language  has  no. 
names  for.  Altho’  thefe  fmaller  divifions  comeal- 
moft  to  nothing  when  fingle  in  the  Scale,  yet  in  great 
TrafEck  they  reckon  them,  where  the  multiplication 
of  them  ariles  to  a  confiderahle  fumf  In  Ihort  if  we. 
luppole  tfiat  out  Crown  fliould  weigh  three  drachms, 
or  one  and  twenty  peny  weight  and  eight  grains,  then 
the  Chinefe  pound  will  contain  19  ounces,  <  drachms, 

2  peny  weights,  1 3  grains  And  on  the  contrary 
our  pound  will  contain  1 ;  ounces  Chinefe,  1  Tften, 
and  4  peny  weights ,  undemanding  thefe  two  l.aft 
weights  as  they  are  explained  above. 
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As  to  the  common  meafures  in  ufe  in  this  Empire, 
they  have  by  divers  perfons  been  reprefented  in  dif¬ 
ferent  manners ;  becaufe  of  thofe  who  have  wrote  up¬ 
on  this  Subject,  fome  have  had  recourfe  to  the  meafures 
of  one  Province,  others  to  thofe  of  another.  I  have 
examined  all  of  them  carefully,  and  do  think  that 
Father  Verbiefts  Meafures,  which  they  ufe  in  the  Ma¬ 
thematical  Court,  are  the  exa&eft.  The  Chrnfe  Foot 
is  very  little  different  from  ours.  Not  but  that  ours  is 
fomewhat  longer  almoft  ;  but  this  difference  is 
nothing  with  the  Cbtnefe  who  do  not  ftand  fb  nicely 
and  ftriftly  to  their  meafure  as  we  do,  which  the 
People  have  to  meafure  with,  and  not  to  content  and 
quarrel  by. 

The  Civil  Government  of  the  Chine fe  does  not  on¬ 
ly  prefide  over  the  Towns,  but  extends  alfo  over  the 
Highways,  which  they  make  handfome  and  eafily  paf- 
fable.  The  paffages  for  their  Water  are  in  leveral 
places  fenced  in  with  Stone  Walls  for  the  convenience 
of  travelling,  over  which  thereareagreat  number  of 
Bridges,  which  unite  the  Towns  and  the  Fields  togei 
ther.  Canals  are  alfo  cut  for  the  water  to  pafs  thro’ 
all  the  Towns  of  the  Southern  Provinces,  to  make 
their  Ditches  more  fecure,  and  the  Towns  more  plea- 
fant.  In  low  and  madhy  grounds,  they  throw  up 
prodigious  long  Banks  which  keep  their  Roads  in 
thofe  parts  good ;  to  perform  which  they  flick  at  no 
cod,  cutting  a  paffage  even  thro’  Mountains  when 
they  ftand  in  their  way.  T~ 

The  Road  from  Sigan  to  Hamcbou  is  one  of  the 
ftrangeft  pieces  of  work  in  the  world.  They  fay, 
for  I  my  lelf  have  never  yet  feen  it,  that  upon  the 
fide  of  fome  Mountains  which  are  perpendicular  and 
have  no  (helving  they  have  fixed  large  beams  into 
them,  upon  the  which  beams  they  have  made  a 
fort  of  Balcony  without  rails,  which  reaches  thro’ 
feveral  Mountains  in  that  faihion;  thofe  who  are 
not  ufed  to  thefe  fort  of  Galaries,  travel  over  them 
in 
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in  a  great  deal  of  pain,  afraid  of  fome  ill  accident  of 
other.  But  the  People  of  the  place  are  very  hazardous  $ 
they  have  Mules  tiled  to  thefe  fort  of  Roads,  which 
travel  with  as  little  Tear  or  concern  over  thefe  lteep 
and  hideous  precipices  as  they  could  do  in  the  beft  or 
plained  Heath.  I  have  in  other  places  expofedmy 
felf  very  much  by  following  too  ralhly  my  Guides. 

One  can’timagine  what  care  they  take  to  make  the 
common  Roads  convenient  for  paflage.-  They  are 
fourfcore  foot  broad  or  very  near  it;  the  Soil  of  them 
is  light  and  loon  dry  when  it  has  left  off  raining:  In 
fome  Provinces  there  are  on  the  right  and  left  hand 
Caufeways  for  the  foot  Paflengers,  which  are  on  both 
fides  fupported  by  long  rows  of  Trees,  and  oftimes 
tarrafled  with  a  Wall  of  eight  or  ten  foot  high  on 
each  fide,  to  keep  Paflengers  out  of  the  fields;  Ne- 
verthelefs  thefe  Walls  have  breaks,  where  Roads  crofs 
one  the  other,  and  they  all  terminate  at  fome  great 
Town. 

There  are  feveral  -wooden  Machines  made  like 
Triumphal  Arches  fet  up  in  the  Roads  about  a  Mile 
and  a  half  diftant  from  each  other,  about  thirty  foot 
high,  which  have  three  doors,  over  which  is  wrote 
upon  a  large  Frize  in  Characters  fo  large  as  may  be 
read  at  almoft  half  a  quarter  of  a  Mile  diftance,  how 
far  it  is  from  the  Town  you  left,  and  how  far  to  the 
Town  you  are  going  to.  So  that  you  have  no  need 
of  Guides  here,  lor  you  may  by  thefe  directions  fee 
what  place  the  Road  leads  to,  and  from  whence  you 
came,  how  far  you  are  already  gone,  and  how  far 
you  have  yet  to  go.  . 

The  great  care  which  they  have  taken  to  lay  out  all 
thefe  diftances  by  the  Line,  makes  the  account  which 
thefe  inferiptions  give  to  be  pretty-  fure ;  yet  they  are 
not  equal,  bscaule  the  Miles  in  feme  Provinces  are 
longer  than  in  others.  It  has  happened  likewife  that 
fome  of  thefe  Arches  being  ruined  a'rid  gonfumed  by 
decay  and  time,  have  not  been  &§  tipUM&iy  in  the 
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fame  place;  but  generally  fpeaking  they  ferve  for  a 
good  meafure  of  the  Highways  befides  that  in  fe- 
veral  places  they  are  no  fmall  Ornament. 

On  one  fide  of  thefe  Ways  about  the  fame  diftance 
are  fixt  little  Towers  made  ofearth  caft  up,  on  which 
they  let  up  the  Emperors  Standard ;  near  itis  a  Lodge 
for  Soldiers  or  Country  Militia.  Thefe  are  made  ufe 
of  in  time  of  Rebellion  ,  or  indeed  at  any  other 
time,  to  carry  an  Exprefs  if  occafion  be,  or  to  hand 
Letters  from  one  to  another ;  but  efpecially  they  take 
care  to  flop  Highway  men  and  Robbers. 

Every  Man  who  goes  by  armed  is  obliged  to  give 
an  account  whence  he  came,  whither  he  is  going, 
and  upon  what  bufinefs,  and  muft  (hew  his  Pafs.  Be¬ 
fides  thefe  Guards  upon  cafe  of  an  allarm  give  a  help¬ 
ing  hand  to  Travellers,  and  flop  all  thofe  who  are 
fufpeded  or  accufed  of  Robbery.  Among  the  mighty 
number  of  Inhabitants  which  are  in  China,  a  great 
part  of  which  fcarce  know  how  to  get  a  Subfiftance, 
a.  body  would  imagine  that  abundance  muft  needs 
turp  Thieves ;  yet  one  may  travel  there  with  as  great 
fafety  as  here.  I  have  travelled  there  fix  thoufand 
Miles  up  and  down  thro’  almoft  all  the  Provinces, 
ana  was  never  but  once  in  Danger  of  being  robbed. 
Fourftrange  Horfemen  followed  me  for  a  whole  day 
together,  but  the  Roads  were  fo  full  of  Travellers  up 
and  down  that  they  could  never  get  the  coaft  clear 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  together,  and  fo  fell  Ihort 
of  their  aim. 

Their  Polls  areas  well  regulated  as  ours  in  Europe 
are;  at  the  Emperors  foie  charge,  who  for  that  End 
maintains  a  great  number  of  Horfe.  The  Couriers 
go  from  Pekin  for  the  Capital  Cities;  the  Vice- Roys 
of  which  as  loon  as  they  have  received  the  Dilpatches 
from  Court,  lend  them  forthwith  by  other  Couriers  to 
the  Towns  of  the  firft  Rank  :  from  whence  they 
are  by  thefe  Governours  conveyed  to  thofe  of  the 
focond  Rank  under  their  Jurifduftion  >  and  from 
thence 
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thence  they  are  tranfmitted  to  the  Towns  of  the  third 
Rank.  It  is  true  thele  Ports  were  not  eftabhlhed  for 
the  conveyance  of  private  Letters,  yet  the  Poftma- 
ftersfor  a  little  mony  undertake  to  carry  Letters  for 
private  Men,  as  they  always  do  for  the  Miftionaries, 
who  find  it  as  fure  a  way  as  that  ufed  in  Europe,  and 
much  lels  chargeable. 

As  it  is  a  matter  of  importance  that  the  Emperors 
orders  be  quickly  tranfmitted,  fo  it  is  a  great  part  of 
the  Mandarins  Care  to  fee  that  the  Roads  be  good; 
and  the  Emperor  to  keep  them  the  mGre  ftri&ly  to 
this,  fpreads  a  report  that  he  intends  fhortly  to  Vilit 
this  or  that  Province.  The  Governours  ofthofe  Pro¬ 
vinces  fpare  no  charge  or  pains  to  repair  thole  Roads, 
becaufe  it  not  only  concerns  their  Fortunes,  but  lome- 
times  their  Life,  if  this  care  be  omitted. 

As  I  pnce  parted  juft  by  a  Village  of  the  third  Rank, 
in  the  Province  of  Xe nji>  they  told  me  that  the  Go¬ 
vernor  had  juft  hanged  himfelf  thro’  delpair  left  he 
fhould  not  have  time  enough  to  repair  a  Road  thro’ 
which  the  Emperor  was  to  pals  to  the  Capital  Town. 
The  Emperor  neverthelefs  never  went  the  Journey, 
fo  that  the  Mandarin  might  have  faved  his  life  by  a 
little  patience.  But  yet  all  the  care  which  the  Chi' 
nefe  can  ufe,  will  never  prevent  a  mighty  inconve¬ 
nience  which  happens  to  thofe  who  travel  in  their 
Roads. 

_  The  Soil  of  China  is  mighty  light,  and  very  much 
beaten  by  the  vaft  multitudes  who  travel,  fome  on 
foot,  fome  on  Camels,  others  in  Litters,  and  again 
others  in  Charriots,  fo  that  the  Roads  are  perfectly 
ground  into  very  fine  powder ;  when  this  is  railed 
by  Travellers,  and  carried  about  by  the  winds,  it  is 
enough  to  blind  all  Paflengers,  if  they  have  not  Masks 
or  Veils  on  them.  Thro’  thele  clouds  you  muft  con¬ 
tinually  make  your  way,  and  luck  them  in  infteadof 
Air,  during  whole  Journeys  together.  When  the 
weather  is  hot,  and  the  wind  in  ones  Face,  Icarca 
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toy  one  except  a  Native  can  withftand  it,  I  have 
fometimes  been  forced  to  defift  from  my  Journey  and . 
come  back  again. 

But  of  all  their  wholefomelnftitutions.  there  is  no¬ 
thing  which  contributes  fo  much  to  the  keeping  up 
Peace  and  Order,  as  does  their  method  of  Levying 
the  Emperors  Revenue.  Thev  are  not  troubled  in 
China  with  fuch  (warms  of  Officers  and  Commiffio- 
ners  as  we  are.  AH  the  Eftates  there  are  meafured, 
and  all  the  Families  Regiftred ;  and  whatfoever  the 
Emperor  is  to  have  byExcife  on  Goods,  or  Tax  up¬ 
on  Perfons,  is  publickly  known,  every  body  brings  in 
what  is  due  from  him,  to  the  Mandarins  or  Governours 
of  the  Town  of  the  third  Rank,  for  there  is  no  par¬ 
ticular  Receiver  appointed.  Thofe  who  neglect  to 
bring  in  their  Dues,  do  not  lofe  by  Confilcation, 
which  would  be  to  punifh  the  Innocent  of  that  Family 
with  the  Guilty ;  but  the  Perfons  fo  offending  fuffer 
imprifbnment,  and  undergo  the  Baftinado  kill  they 
have  made  fatisfadfion. 

Thefe  Mandarins  of  the  lower  Rank,  give  in  an 
account  of  what  they  receive  to  a  general  Officer  of 
the  Province,  who  accounts  with  the  Court  of  Pekin 
which  looks  after  the  publick  Exchequer.  A  great  part 
of  the  Revenue  is  disburfed  up  and  down  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  in  Penfions,  Salaries,  Soldiers  Pay,  publick 
Buildings:  what  is  over  is  carried  to  Pekin,  to  main¬ 
tain  the  Emperors  Court,  and  other  expences  in  that 
Town,  where  the  Emperor  keeps  in  pay  above  an 
hundred  and  fixty  thouland  regular  Troops,  to  whom 
as  well  as  to  the  Mandarins,  is  given  out  every  day 
Meat,  Filh,  Rice,  Peafe,  and  Straw,  according  to 
fevery  ones  Rank,  belides  their  conftant  Pay,  which 
they  regularly  receive. 

That  which  comes  from  the  Southerti  Provinces-, 
is  alone  fufficient  to  anfWer  their  expence,  this  they 
I  bring  by  Water  in  the  Eriiperors  Veffels:  yet  they 
1  *ir@  fo.  jealous  left  the  Revenue  fheuld  at  any  time 
X  fall 
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fill  fhott  of  the  disburfments,  that  in  Tekin  there 
are  Magazines  of  Rice  beforehand  fufficient  for  three 
years.  Which  will  keep  a  great  while  if  it  be  well 
fanned  and  mixed,  and  akho  it  looks  not  fo  well, 
nor  tafts  (o  pleafantly  as  new  Rice,  yet  it  is  much 
more  wholelbme  and  nourishing. 

This  numerous  Army  about  the  Emperor,  well 
looked  after,  duely  payed,  and  exactly  difciplined, 
one  would  think  Ihouid  awe  all  Afia,  yet  their  idle- 
nels,  and  the  (mail  ufe  they  ever  have  occafion  to 
make  of  their  Weapons,  does  contribute  to  weaken 
them  as  much  as  their  natural  Effeminacy.  The 
Weftern  Tartars  do  not  value  their  numbers  a  draw, 
and  frequently  (ay  in  derifion  of  them,  that  the  neigh- 
mg  of  a  Tart  My  Horle  is  enough  to  rout  all  the  Chi- 
w/j  Cavalry. 

Yet  they  take  all  poffible  care  to  have  good  Sol¬ 
diers,  for  they  take  no  Officers  into  the  Guards,  ’till 
they  have  made  trial  of  their  ftoutnefs,  skill,  and 
dexterity  in  Military  Affairs.  They  are  regularly  ex¬ 
amined,  fo  that  as  learned  Men  have  their  Dolors  to 
examine  them,  fo  thele  have  al(o  their  Profeffors. 

Thefe  Officers  do  regularly  Exercife  their  Com¬ 
panies,  they  form  them  into  Squadrons,  march  them, 
teach  them  to  divide  their  Files  to  march  thro’  nar¬ 
row  paffages,  fhew  them  to  give  theOnfet,  to  rally  af 
the  found  of  the  Cornet  or  Trumpet ;  befides  they 
are  very  dexterous  in  managing  their  Bow,  or  hand¬ 
ling  their  Scymitar :  yet  foon  broke,  and  by  the  lead 
thing  in  the  world  pat  into  diforder.  The  occafion 
of  this  l  apprehend  to  be,  becaufe  in  the  Education 
of  their  Youth  they  never  inftil  into  them  Principles 
of  Honour  and  Bravery,  as  we  do  as  foon  as  ever  they 
are  big  enough  to  knew  what  Weapons  are.  The 
Chine je  are  always  talking  to  their  Children  of  Gra¬ 
vity,  Policy,  Law,  and  Government ;  they  always 
foe  Books  and  Letters  in  their  view,  but  never  a  Sword 
into  their  Hands.  So  that  having  (pent  their  youth- 
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fill  Hays  behind  the  Counter,  or  at  the  Bar,  they 
know  no  other  Courage  but  that  of  defending  ob- 
ftinately  an  ill  Caufe,  and  are  lifted  into  the  Soldiery 
on  no  other  confideration  but  that  they  hope  there 
will  be  no  occafion  for  fighting.  The  Ch'tmft  Policy 
hinders  hereby  a  great  many  Domeftick  Feuds  and 
Difturbances ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  does  expofe  its 
Subjects  hereby  to  the  Infults  of  Foreigners*  which  is 
ten  times  worfe. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  I  have  Let  before  you  a  general 
Scheme  of  the  Government  of  China ,  of  which 
People  have  fpoke  fuch  wonders,  and  which  is  in¬ 
deed  admirable  for  its  Antiquity,  for  the  wifdom  of 
its  Maxims,  for  the  plainnels  and  uniformity  of  its 
Laws,  for  that  exemplary  Virtue  which  it  has  produced 
in  a  longSucCeffion  of  Emperors,  for  that  regularity 
and  order  which  it  has  kept  the  People  in,  in  defpight 
of  Civil  or  Foreign  Wars;  which  notwithftanding, 
like  the  reft  of  the  things  of  this  world,  isfubje&to  a 
great  many  inconveniencies ;  to  Rebellions  which  have 
depopulated  whole  Provinces ,  to  the  injuftice  of 
fome  Princhs  who  have  abufed  their  Power,  to  the 
Avarice  of  Mandarins,  who  have  often  opprefled  the 
People,  to  Invafions  from  abroad,  and  Treachery 
from  whom,  to  fuch  a  number  of  Changes,  as-would 
have  unhinged  the  very  Government  and  Laws,  if  a 
njore  Politick  People  than  are  the  Tartars,  were  near 
enough  the  Empire  to  introduce  their  own  method 
of  Government. 

It  would,  my  Lord,  be  a  piece  of  flattery  to  my 
felf,  to  imagin  that  I  have  by  this  tedious  account 
added  anything  to  that  immence  ftore  of  Knowledge 
which  you  have  drawn  from  the  belt  Springs  of  An¬ 
tiquity,  from  the  Conversion  of  the  rtioft  ingenious 
of  the  Moderns,  from  the  management  of  the  molt 
momentous  Affairs,  or  (which  is  a  greater  Fountain 
of  Underftanding  )  from  your  oWn  natural  Wit  and 
Ingenuity,  which  has  made  you  (iflmayufe  the 
%  i  Expreffion) 
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Expreffion )  a  Native  of  all  Countries,  and  a  Philo* 
lopher  of  all  Ages. 

Buc  I  am  fure  you  will  be  glad  to  fee  that  the  trueft 
Maxims  of  good  Policy  are  not  altogether  ftrangers 
in  the  Eaft ;  and  that  if  China  do  not  form  fo  great 
Mini  Hers  as  you  are,  it  forms  great  enough  to  un- 
derftand  \  our  worth,  and  to  follow  your  ftepr,  and' 
improve  themielves  from  the  Copy  you  let  them,  if 
they  could  but  know  you.  I  am  in  the  moft  pro¬ 
found  manner. 


My  Lord , 


Torn-  Eminences moji  ohedient 


and.  mofi  humble  Servant, 


To  my  Lord  Cardinal  de  Bouillon. 

Concerning  the  Mtient  and  Modern 
Religion  of  China. 


My  Lord, 

I  Do  not  at  all  wonder  that  your  Highnefs  is 
pleafed  to  hear  Relations  of  China.  It  belongs 
only  to  great  Princes  to  be  throughly  acquain¬ 
ted  with  all  that  concerns  the  feveral  Kingdoms 
of  the  World,  and  to  make  a  true  judgment  of  the 
Power  and  Grandeur  of  Empires.  God  who  has 
fent  fuch  Men  into  the  World  to  Govern  it,  ha; 
given  them  a  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  know¬ 
ledge  to  perform  it.  So  that,  my  Lord,  if  I  take  up¬ 
on  me  the  liberty  to  acquaint  your  Lordlhip  with 
what  repeated  Voyages  for  the  fpace  of  feveral  years 
have  given  me  opportunity  to  know  in  this  affair;  it  is 
not  fo  much  to  inftrua  you  in  it,  as  to  beg  your 
Highnefles  judgment  of  it. 

1  may  fay  this  ftill  with  more  truth  when  I  have 
the  honour  to  write  to  you  of  Religion.  This  is 
more  particularly  your  concern;  and  I  may  fay  that 
if  your  Quality,  your  Ingenuity,  and  your  incompa¬ 
rable  Learning  have  made  you  above  all  Men  our 
Judge  \  your  Eminent  Dignity  in  the  Church  obliges 
us,  in  Sacred  concerns  to  hear  and  confult  your  High- 
tjcfs  as  our  Oracle. 

Tis  on  this  profps£f,  my  Lord,  that  I  now  pre* 
fent  to  you  thele  Memoirs  with  fome  Refledions 
which  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Chinefe,  and  the  reading 
of  their  Books  have  fuggefted  to  me  concerning  their 
Religion,  being  of  this  mind,  that  [after  fo  manydif. 

X  ?  ferens 
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ferent  Opinions  and  long  Difputes  which  have  for  a 
whole  Age  divided  the  moft  learned  Miffionaries, 
there  is  no  better  way  of  coming  to  decifion,  than 
to  obtain  your  Highneffes  judgment  therein. 

Religion  has  always  had  a  great  lhare  in  eftablifh- 
iog  the  greatefi:  Kingdoms,  which  could  never  ftp- 
port  themfelvcs,  were  not  the  Peoples  .Minds  and 
Hearts  tied  together  by  the  outward  worlhipof  fome 
Deity ;  for  People  are  naturally  Superfluous,  and 
rather  follow  the  guidance  of  Faith  than  Reafon.  It 
was  therefore  for  this  reafon  that  the  antient  Law  gi¬ 
vers,  always  made  ufe  of  the  knowledg  of  the  true 
God,  or  of  thefalfe  Maxims  of  Idolatry,  to  bring  the 
barbarous  Nations  under  the  Yoak  of  their  Govern¬ 
ment. 

China,  happier  in  its  Foundation  than  any  other 
Nation  under  the  Sun,  drew  in  the  chief  of  the  holy 
Maxims  of  their  antient  Religion  from  the  Fountain 
Head.  The  Children  of  Noah,  who  were  fcattered 
all  over  the  Eaftern  parts  of  Ada,  and  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  founded  this  Empire,  being  themfelves  in  the 
time  of  the  Deluge  witnefles  of  the  Omnipotence  of 
their  Creator,  tranfmitted  the  Knowledg  of  him, 
andinftilled  the  fear  of  him  into  all  their  defendants- 
the  footfteps  which  we  find  in  their  Hiftories,  will 
not  let  us  doubt  the  truth  of  this. 

Fohi,  the  firft  Emperor  of  China,  carefully  bred  up 
fevcn  forts  of  Creatures,  which  he  ufed  to  Sacrifice 
to  the  Supreme  Spirit  of  Heaven  and  Earth.  For  this 
reafon  fome  called  him  Paobi,  that  is  oblation ;  a  name 
which  the  greateft  Saints  of  the  Old  or  New  Telia- 
jnent  would  have  been  proud  to  have,  and  which  was 
referved  for  him  alone,  who  made  himfelf  an  Oblati? 
on  both  for  Saints  and  Sinners. 

Hoamti,  the  third  Emperor,  built  a  Temple  to  the 
Sovereign  Lord  of  Heaven ;  and  altho’  Judea  had 
yhe  honour  of  Confecrating  to  him  one  more  rich 
and  magnificent,  hallowed  even  by  the  prefence  of 
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©urCreator,  and  the. prayers  of  oar  Redeemer  ;  it 
is  no  final!  giorv  to  China ,  to  have  facrificed  to  their 
Creator  in  the  molt  antient  Temple  ot  the  World. 

Tpuen  bio,  the  fifth  Emperor,  thought  afterwards 
that  one  place  was  too  narrow  to  contain  the  Services 
paid  to  the  Lord  of  the  Univerfe.  He  therefore  in- 
ftituted  Piiefts  or  Ecclefialtical  Mandarins  in  Several 
Provinces  to  precide  over  the  Sacrifices.  He  gave 
them  drift  command  to  obferve  that  Divine  Service 
was  performed  with  all  humility  and  relpeft,  and 
that  all  the  Religious  Ceremonies  were  Itriftiy  ob- 
fe'rved. 

Ttbo,  his  Succeffor,  took  as  much  care  of  Religion 
as  he  had  done.  Hiftories  relate  that  the  Emprefs  his 
Wife,  being  barren,  begged  Children  of  Goddpring 
the  Sacrifice  with  fuch  fervour  and  earneftnefs,  thac 
fhe  conceived  in  few  days,  and  fometime  after  was 
brought  to  bed  of  a  Son  who  was  famous,  for  thac 
forty  Emperors  fucceffively  reigned  ofhis  Family. 

Yao  and  Chan ,  the  two  Princes  who  fucceeded  him, 
are  fo  famous  for  their  Piety,  and  for  the  Wifdom  of 
their  Governments,  that  it  is  very  likely  that  Religion 
was  ftill  more  flourilhing  during  their  Reigns. 

It  is  alfo  very  probable  that  the  three  lucceeding 
Families  did  preferve  the  knowledge  of  God,  for  a- 
bout  two  thoufand  years,  during  the  Reign  of  four- 
Icore  Emperors ;  fince  the  learnedeft  among  the  Chi- 
peje  maintain,  that  before  the  Superftitions  introduced 
with  the  God  Fo  into  China,  there  were  no  Idols  or 
Statues  leen.  This  is  certain,  that  during  all  that  (pace 
of  time,  the  obfervation  of  the  Emperor  Tao's  Max¬ 
ims  was  recommended  to  the  Princes,  of  which  the 
moft  eflential  and  principal  was  concerning  the  Wor- 
ihipof  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  the  World;  and  alt  ho’ 
fome  Emperors  have  been  fo  wicked  as  to  reject  them 
fo  far  as  even  to  threaten  Heaven  it  felf,  and  foolilh- 
ly  challenge  it  to  fight,  they  have  been  neverthelefs 
look’d  upon  as  Monfters  >  and  other  Emperors  about 
X  4  that 
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th.it  time  have  difeovered  by  their  actions  a  good 
tenfe  of  Religion. 

Vou  vam,  the  firft  of  the  third  Line,  did  himfelf 
according  to  antient  Cultom,  ofFer  Sacrifices,  and  his 
Brother  who  bore  him  a  paffionate  love,  and  thought 
iiis  life  (fill  necefTary  for  the  good  of  the  Kingdom, 
feeing  Jr.ni  one  day  in  danger  of  dying,  profirated 
hi  m  (elf  before  the  Divine  Majefty  to  beg  his  recovery, 

It  is  you  0  Lord ,  (aid  he,  who  have  given  him  to  his 
Feip'e  •  he  is  our  Father,  be  is  our  MsHer.  If  we  fall 
into  any  diforder,  who  can  fet  us  to  rights  again  fo  well  as 
he?  Sin  l  if  we  follow  exactly  what  thou  hafh  infpired 
I  im  to  teach  us,  why  punijhefi  thou  us  by  taking  him ;  As 
for  me,  0  Lord,  continued  the  good  Prince,  I  can  he 
hut  little  [erviceable  in  this  World ;  tf  you  defre  the  death 
of  a  Prince,  I  offer  up  my  Life  with  all  my  heart  fora 
Sacrifice ,  if  you  will  bepleafedto  f pare  my  Mafier,  my 
Kmg,  and  my  Brother.  The  Hiilory  fays  his  Prayer 
was  heard,  lor  he  died  as  foon  as  lie  had  put  up  tliis 
Petition.  An  Example  which  demonlfrates  that  not 
only  the  tenour  of  Religion  was  preferved  among 
thole  People,  but  farther  that  they  followed  the  di¬ 
daces  of  the  pureft  Charity,  which  is  the  very  quin- 
reffence  and  perfection  of  Religion. 

B tit  Tcbim  vam,  his  Son  and  Succeflor,  gave  fucly 
bright  marks  of  his  Piety,  towards  the  end  of  his  life, 
rh.it  it  leaves  us  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
■vlut  I  have  advanced.  You  Jhall  hear  what  the  an¬ 
tient  Chmefe  Books  fay  of  him.  This  Prince,  fay 
they,  who  had  always  regulated  his  behaviour,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Ordinances  of  the  Supreme  Governour 
of  Heaven,  fell  dangeiouflyill  in  the  fiftieth  year  of 
his  Age,  and  thirty  leventh  of  his  Reign.  When  he 
knew  the  danger  he  was  in,  he  called  together  the 
principal  Officers  of  his  Court,  with  a  defign  to  no¬ 
minate  his  Succeffor,  and  that  he  might  omit  no¬ 
thing  which  was  ulually  performed  on  fuch  occafipns, 
he  arofe  from  his  Throne  where  he  had  ordered  his 
Servant? 
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Servant  to  fet  him :  He  made  them  wafh  his  Hands 
and  Face,  Cloath  him  with  his  imperial  Habits,  and 
put  his  Crown  on  his  Head ;  and  then  leaning  on  a 
Table  of  precious  ftone,  he  fpake  to  the  Company 
in  this  manner. 

‘  My  ficknefs  is  every  day  worfe  and  worfe, .  for 
'  thus  has  Heaven  ordained,  I  fear  Death  will  feize 
‘upon  me:  and  therefore  thought  my  felf  obliged  to 
‘acquaint  you  with  my  laft  Will.  You  know  how 
‘  great  the  Reputation  of  my  Father  and  Grandfather 
‘  was,  and  how  bright  the  Examples  of  Virtue,  which 
‘  they  let  the  Empire,  did  appear.  I  was  very  unwor- 
‘  thy  to  fill  the  place  in  which  thefe  great  Men  fate ; 

‘  notwithstanding  I  did  fucceed  them ;  I  do  never- 
‘  thelefs  acknowledg  my  ignorance  and  unfitnefs. 

‘  It  is  for  this  reafon  perhaps  that  Heaven  has 
*  fhorten’d  the  days  of  my  Reign.  I  ought  in  this 
‘  as  well  as  in  all  other  things  to  acquiefce  ;  for  you 
‘  have  all  feen  that  I  have  hitherto  received  its  Orders 
‘  with  an  humble  fear,  and  a  profound  refpedt.  I 
‘  have  endeavoured  to  follow  them,  without  ever  dc- 
‘  viating  from  them  the  lead  in  the  World,  I  have 
‘  allb  all  my  lifetime  had  in  my  Heart  my  Anceftors 
‘  inftrudtions  touching  my  Duty  to  Heaven,  and  to 
‘  my  People.  On  thefe  two  Heads  I  cannot  accufe 
'  my  felf  of  any  fault,  and  if  my  life  has  had  any 
‘  Reputation,  it  is  all  owing  to  that  teachablenefs, 
‘  which  has  brought  down  upon  me  the  bleffings  of 
‘  the  Sovereign  Mafter  of  the  World. 

‘  It  is  on  your  account  that  I  fpeak  this  (  addreffing 
r  himfelf  to  his  eldeft  Son)  it  is  on  your  account, 
'  O  my  Son,  be  you  the  Inheritor  of  your  Anceftors 
‘  Virtue,  rather  than  of  my  Power  and  Crown.  I 
'  make  you  a  King,  ’tis  all  that  you  can  have  of  me; 
'  be  a  wife,  vertuous  and  unblameable  Prince,  this  I 
‘  command  you,  and  the  whole  Empire  expels  from 


Unde." 


3 14  Concerning  the  Antknt  and  Modern 

Under  the  Reigns  of  this  Prince  and  his 
*Cm  Vitm.  Son  *  it  was  that  Peace,  Honefty,  and 
Juftice  reigned  in  China,  fo  that  they 
oftimcs  lent  their  Prifoners  to  dig  or  plough  the 
Grounds,  or  get  in  the  Corn,  without  thinking  that 
the  fear  of  punilhment  would  make  them  run  away, 
After  harveft  they  came  again  to  receive  that  punilh- 
ment  of  their  faults,  which  the  Mandarins  had  ap. 
pointed. 

Laftly,  If  we  examine  well  the  Hiftory  of  Cbm, 
we  (hall  hill  find  that  for  three  hundred  years  after, 
that  is  to  fay  down  to  the  time  of  the  Emperor  2ms- 
vam,  who  reigned  eight  hundred  years  before  Chtift, 
Idolatry  had  not  corrupted  this  people  So  that  they 
have  preferved  the  knowledg  of  the  true  God  for  near 
two  thoufand  years,  and  did  honour  their  Maker  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  may  ferve  both  for  an  Example-and 
Inftruaion  to  Chriftians  themfelves. 

They  had  all  along  a  ftndf  care  to  breed  up  Bealls 
for  Sacrifices,  and  to  maintain  Priefts  to  offer  them 
up;  betides  that  the  internal  Worlhip  of  the  mind  was, 
piefcnbed,  they  did  oblige  themfelves  to  a  niceobfer- 
vacion  of  even  the  fmalleft  Ceremonies  which  might 
in  any  ways  be  ferviceable  to  the  peoples  Edification; 
TheEmprefles  did  themfelves  breed  upSilkworms.and 
with  their  own  Hand  worked  coverings  lor  the  Altars, 
and  Habits  for  the  Priefts.  The  Emperors  have  of- 
times  Tilled  the  Ground  which  produced  the  Corn  or 
Wine  deftined  for  Sacred  ufes:  Again,  the  Prieftsne- 
ver  dared  to  offer  Sacrifices  before  the  people,  unlefs 
prepared  for  it=by  an  abftinence  of  three  or  feven  days 
rrom  Conjugal  enjoyments.  They  have  had  their, 
folemn  Fall-days,  and  days  of  Prayer  in  Publick  efi' 
pecially  when  the  Empire  laboured  under  any  publick 
Calamity,  either  by  Barrennefs,  by  Floods,  by  Earth¬ 
quakes,  or  Wars  from  abroad. 

With  this  outward  Worfhip  it  is  that  the  Emperors 
prepare  themfelves  for  War;  for  talcing  upon  them- 
'  ‘  lelve* 
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felves  the  Government,-  or  vifiting  the  Provinces  ; 
and  that  Heaven  may  favour  their  Enterprifes  with 
fuccefs,  they  enquire  of  their  Subjects  of  their  own 
Faults  that  they  may  amend  them,  believing  that  ,  all 
publick  Calamities  are  occafioned  thro  their  ill  Go¬ 
vernment.  We  meet  with  a  fignal  Inftance  of  this 
in  Hiftory,  which  I  cannot  forbear  reciting. 

An  univerfal  barrennefs  having  continued  over  all 
the  Provinces  for  feven  years  together,  (  which  time 
feems  not  far  diftant  from  the  feven  years  of  barren¬ 
nefs  of  which  the  Scripture  fpeaks,  and  perhaps  this 
thing  a  little  looked  into  may  ferve  to  amend  or  con¬ 
firm  our  Chronology  * )  the  People  *  Thit-,E 
were  reduced  to  extreme  want;  dyed  years  be- 
and  when  Prayers,  Faffs,  and  0-  fore  the  birth  of 
thera&s.of  Humiliation  were  ufed  Jefus  chrijl ,  and 
without  fuccefs,  the  Emperor  not  the  feven  years  of 
knowing  any  means  proper  to  be  fiarcity,accordingn 
ufed  to  gain  relief  from  this  publick  Scripture,  hap - 

misfortune,  after  having  ofeedto 
God  leveral  Sacrifices  to  appeale 
his  indignation,  he  refolved  at  laft  to  offer  uphimfelf 
for  a  Sacrifice. 

For  this  purpofe  he  called  together  the  chief  Per- 
fons  of  his  Kingdom,  in  the  prefence  of  them  all 
dilmantled  himfelf  of  his  Royal  Apparel ,  and 
cloathed  himfelf  meanly.  In  this  Habit  with  his 
Head  and  Face  bare,  in  the  fame  fafhioa  that  a  Cri¬ 
minal  appears  before  a  Judge,  he  marched  attended 
by  his  whole  Court,  to  a  Mountain  a  good  diftance 
from  the  Town.  When,  proftrating  himfelf  before 
the  Divine  Majefty,  to  whom  he  paid  his  Adorations 
nine  times,  he  fpakein  thefe  words:  OLord ,  you 
know  the  miferics  to  which  we  are  reduced.  It  is  my 
fins  which  have  brought  them  upon  my  People,  I  come 
hither  to  own  and  acknowledg  it  in  the  prefence  of  Heaven 
and  Earth,  That  I  may  the  better  amend  my  faults , 
five  me  leave,  0  Lord,  of  all  the  World,  to  ask  wbat 
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Action  of  mine  has  more  particularly  given  you  Offence,  h 
it  thefplendor  of  my  Palace  ?  I  will  take  care  to  retrench 
what  is  [uperfluous :  Perhaps  the  profufenefs  of  my  Table, 
or  the  delicacy  and  voluptuoufnefs  of  it  have  brought  this 
Scarcity:  hereafter  nothing  (hall  he  feen  there  but  thrifty 
nefs  and  temperance.  The  Laws  permit  to  me  the  ufe  of 
Concubines ,  but  perhaps  you  dijlike  that  I  have  too  many, 
lam  ready  to  lejjen  the  number.  And  if  all  this  be  mt 
fuffcient  to  appeafe  your  jufi  indignation,  and  you  muj} 
have  an  Oblation;  behold  one,  0  Lord,  I  am  beartilp 
willing  to  dye,  if  thou  wilt  ( pare  this  good  People :  Lit 
Rain  come  from  Heaven  on  their  Fields  to  relieve  that 
neceffities,  and  thunder  on  my  bead  to  fatisfie  your  Jufftte, 

The  Prince’s  Piety  pierc’d  the  Clouds,  for  the  Air 
wasprefently  overcaft,  and  an  univerfal  Rain  imme¬ 
diately  fell,  which  did  in  due  feafon  bring  forth  t 
fruitful  Harveft.  When  Idolaters  feemfcandalizedat 
the  Death  of  JESUS  CHRIST,  we  ufe  the  Example 
of  this  Prince  to  juftifie  our  Faith.  You  not  only  ap¬ 
prove  of  this  Action,  fay  we  to  them,  in  which  one 
of  your  Emperors  difrob’d  himfelf  of  all  that  was  mag¬ 
nificent,  and  offered  himfelf  a  Sacrifice  for  his  Sub¬ 
jects  ;  but  you  admire  it,  and  recommend  it  to  Pofte- 
rity  as  a  fit  Pattern  for  all  the  Princes  of  the  World: 
how  then  can  you  diflike  that  exceffive  love  and 
Jkindnefs,  which  made  JESUS  CHRIST  offer  himlelf 
an  Oblation  and  Sacrifice  for  all  Men;  and  defpoil 
himfelf  of  the  brightnefs  of  his  Majefty  to  inveft  us 
one  day  with  his  Glory  and  Divinity? 

Thefe  footfteps  of  the  true  Religion  which  we  find 
in  China  for  fo  many  Ages  together,  carry  us  naturally 
to  make  a  reflection  which  will  juftifie  the  Providence 
of  the  Almighty  in  the  Government  of  the  World.  Peo¬ 
ple  are  fometimes  amaz’d  that  China  and  the  Indtes  have 
been  overfhadow’d  by  the  clouds  and  darknefsof  Ido 
latry,  almoft  everfince  the.birth  of  our  Saviour,  while 
Greece,  a  great  part  of  Africk,  and  almoft  all  Europe 
have  enjoy’d  the  clear  light  of  Faith;  but  they  never 
conhder 
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confer  that  China  for  two  thouiand  years  had  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  have  practis’d  the 
moft  pure  Morality,  while  Europe  and  almoft  all  the 
World  wallow’d  in  Error  and  Corruption. 

God,  in  the  diftribution  of  his  gifts,  is  not  an  unjuft 
refpeder  of  Perfons ;  yet  he  has  laid  out  his  times, to  let 
his  Grace  Ihine  forth  in  due  (eafon,  which  like  the  Sun 
rifes  and  fees  in  different  parts  of  the  World,  according 
as  People  make  a  good  or  bad  ule  of  it. 

I  do  not  know  whether  I  may  make  bold  to  add, 
that  as  the  Sun,  which  by  its  conftant  motion  hides 
itfelf  to  fometo  Ihew  itfelf  to  others,  has  notwith- 
ftanding  at  the  years  end  diftributed  to  every  Coun¬ 
try  its  equal  portion  of  light  and  warmth;  fo  God  by 
the  iecret  and  hidden  courfe  of  his  Grace  and  Spirit 
which  have  been  communicated  to  the  World,  hath 
equally  divided  them  to  all  People  in  the  World  tho  in 
different  manners  and  at  different  times.  However  is 
be  that  God  has  made  his  wife  diftribution  of  Grace,  I 
am  fure  of  all  Nations  China  has  leaft  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain, fince  no  one  has  receiv’d  a  larger  portion  than  fhe 
The  knowledg  of  the  true  God,  which  lafted 
many  Ages  after  the  Reign  of  Cam  vam,  and  in  all 
probability  a  long  while  alter  the  time  of  Confucius, wm 
not  always  fupported  in  the  fame  purity.  Their  minds 
were  poffeffed  by  Idolatry,  and  their  manners  be¬ 
came  fo  corrupt,  that  the  true  Faith  being  but  the 
occafion  of  greater  ill,  was  by  little  and  little  taken 
away  from  them  by  the  juft  Judgment  of  God.  A- 
mongall  theSuperftitions  which  follow’d  hereupon  j 
there  were  two  forts  which  were  principally  efta- 
blilhed,  and  do  between  them  at  this  prefent  com¬ 
prehend  almoft  all  the  Empire. 

Li  Laokun  gave  rife  to  the  firft  of  thele.  He  Was  a 
Philofopher  who  li  red  before  Confucius ;  his  birth  was 
prodigious  if  you  believe  what  his  Followers  fay  of 
it ;  for  his  Mother  carried  him  more  than  fourfeore 
years  in  her  Flanks,  from  whence  a  little  before  her 
death 
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death  he  fprang  out  of  her  right  fide  which  opened 
It  felf  This  Monfter,  to  the  forrow  of  his  Country, 
lurvived  his  Mother,  and  by  his  pernicious  Doctrine 
in  a  fhor t  time  grew  famous :  nevertheLfs  he  wrote 
feveral  ufeful  Books;  of  Virtue,  of  the  good  of  avoid¬ 
ing  Honour,  of  the  contempt  of  Riches,  of  that  in¬ 
comparable  retirednels  of  mind,  which  feparatesus 
from  the  World  the  better  to  know  our  [elves.  He 
often  repeated  the  following  Sentence,  which  he 
faid  was  the  foundation  of  true  Wifdom.  •  Eternal 
rtafon  produced  one,  one  produced  two,  two  produced  three , 
and  three  produced  all  things :  which  feems  to  [hew  as 
if  he  had  fome  knowledge  of  the  Trinity. 

But  he  taught  that  God  was  Corporeal,  and  that 
he  governed  other  Deities  as  a  King  governs  his  Sub- 
jsfts.  He  applied  himfelf  mightily  to  Chymiftry,  of 
which  home  pretend  he  was  the  inventer.  He  beat 
his  Brains  likewife  about  the  Philofophers  Stone,  and 
did  at  length  fancy,  that  by  a  certain  fore  of  Drink, 
one  might  be  Immortal.  To  obtain  which  his  Fola 
lowers  practice  Magick,  which  Diabolical  Art  in  a 
[hort  time  was  the  only  thing  ltudied  by  the  Gentry. 
Every  body  ftudied  it  in  hopes  to  avoid  death ;  and 
the  Women  thro  natural  Curiofity,  as  well  as  delire 
to  prolong  their  life,  applied  themlelves  to  it,  where¬ 
in  they  exercile  all  (orts  of  Extravagancies,  and  give 
them(elves  up  to  all  forts  of  Impieties. 

Thofe  who  have  made  this  tiieir  profelTed  bufinefy 
are  called  Tien  fs,  that  is,  Heavenly  Doffors ;  they 
have  Houfes  given  them  to  live  together  in  Society, 
they  eredt  in  divers  parts  Temples  to  Laokmi  their 
Mafter ;  King  and  People  honour  him  with  Divine 
Worlhip  ;  andaltho’  they  have  Examples  enough  to 
have  undeceived  them  from  thefe  errors,  yet  they 
vehemently  purfue  Immortality,  by  his  Precepts  who 
could  never  gain  it  himfelfi 

Time,  which  lirengthens  and  confirms  what  is  illy 
did  at  length  gain  thele  laJfe  Doctors  Inch  a  Repuw- 
noil 
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tionas  made  them  almoft  innumerable.  The  Co¬ 
venants  which  they  make  with  the  Devil,  the  Lots 
which  they  caff,  their  Magical  wonders  whether  true 
or  only  feeming,  make  them  dreaded  and  admired 
of  the  common  Herd ;  and  whencefoever  it  comes 
to  pals,  there  is  nobody  who  does  not  give  home 
credit  to  their  Maxims,  or  does  not  hope  to  avoid 
Death  by  their  means. 

One  of  thefe  Doctors*  got  himfelf  fo 
great  a  Reputation,  that  the  Emperor  *Chm-y, 
gave  him  the  name  Chamti;  which  is  the 
name  by  which  they  call  God  himfelf,  and  fignifies 
Supreme  Emperor.  This  piece  of  Impiety  gave  the 
killing  blow  to  the  antient  Religion ;  for  ’till  then 
die  Cbtnefe,  as  much  Idolaters  as  they  were,  did  always 
make  a  diftinftion  between  the  Chamti ,  and  the  other 
Gods.  But  by  a  juft  judgment  from  God  the  Family 
of  that  Prince  was  extinft,  and  the  Empire  which 
had  hitherto  obferved  its  own  Rules  of  Government, 
was  the  fift  time  forced  to  fubmit  to  thofe  of  the 
|  Weflern  Tartan.  This  a  famous  Colao 
\  *  who  printed  a  Book,  could  not  but  *K!eou-Ki°um* 
acknowledge.  In  this  time ,  fays  he,  the  Chan. 

Emperor  Hoei-tf  oum  did  againfi  all  man¬ 
ner  of  reafon  give  the  attributes  of  the  Supreme  God  to 
a  Man.  This  moft  powerful  and  adorable  God  above 
all  the  Spirits  in  Heaven,  was  fenfible  of  the  wrong 
done  him ;  for  be  purified  (evenly  the  wickednefs  of 
this  Trine »,  and  utterly  rooted  out  his  Family. 

The  fecond  Seft  which  is  prevalent  in  China,  and 
is  more  Dangerous  and  more  univei  (ally  fpread  than 
the  former,  adore  an  Idol  which  they  call  Fo  or  Fh, 
as  the  only  God  of  the  World.  This  Idol  was  brought 
from  the  Indies  two  and  thirty  years  after  the  Death 
of  JESUS  CHRIST.  This  Poifon  began  at 
Court,  but  fpread  its  infection  thro’  all  the  Provinces, 
and  corrupted  every  Town :  fo  that  this  great  body 
of  Men  already  fpoiled  by  Magickand  Impiety,  was 
immediately 
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immediately  infe&ed  with  Idolatry,  and  became  a 
monftrous  receptacle  for  all  forts  oi  Errors.  Fables, 
Superftitions,  Tranfmigration  of  Souls,  Idolatry  and 
Atheifm  divided  them,  and  got  fo  ftrong  a  Mafterv 
over  them,  that  even  at  this  prefent,  there  is  not  (o 
great  impediment  to  the  progrels  of  Chriftianity  as  is 
this  ridiculous  and  impious  Do&rine. 

No  body  can  well  tell  where  this  Idol  Fo,  of  whom 
I  fpeak,  was  Born ;  (  I  call  him  an  Idol  and  not  a 
Man,  becaufe  fome  think  it  was  an  Apparition  from 
Hell )  thole  who  with  more  likelihood  lay  he  was  a 
Man,  make  him  born  above  a  thouland  years  before 
J  E  S  U  S  C  H  R I S  T,  in  a  Kingdom  of  the  Miti 
near  the  Line,  perhaps  a  little  above  Bengala.  They 
fay  he  was  a  Kings  Son.  He  was  at  firft  call’d  Cht- 
Kia ;  but  at  thirty  years  of  Age  he  took  the  name  of 
Fo.  His  Mother  who  brought  him  into  the  World  thro 
her  right  fide,  died  in  Childbii  th :  Ihe  had  a  fancy  in 
her  Dream  that  ihefwallow’d  an  Elephant,  and  for 
this  realbn  it  is  that  the  Indian  Kings  pay  luch  honour 
to  white  Elephants :  for  the  lols  of  which,  or  gaining 
feme  others  they  often  make  bitter  Wars. 

When  this  Monfter  was  firft  born  he  had  ftrength 
enough  to  Hand  alone,  and  he  made  feven  fteps,  and 
pointed  with  one  hand  to  Heaven,  and  the  other  to 
the  Earth.  He  did  alfo  fpeak,  but  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  Ihew’d  what  Spirit  he  was  poflsfs'd  withal,  h 
Heaven  or  on  Earth,  fays  he,  I  am  the  only  Perjifi 
ivbo  deferves  to  be  honoured.  At  feventeen  he  mar¬ 
ried,  and  had  a  Son,  which  he  for Took  as  he  did  all 
the  reft  of  the  World,  to  retire  into  a  Solitude  with 
three  or  four  Indian  Philofophers,  whom  he  took  a; 
long  with  him  to  teach.  But  at  thirty  he  was  on  a 
luddain  poffefs’d,  and  as  it  were  fulfill’d  with  the  Di¬ 
vinity,  who  gave  him  an  univerfal  knowledge  or 
all  things.  From  that  time  he  became  a  God,  and 
began  by  a  vaft  number  of  Iceming  Miracles, 
gain  the  Peoples  admiration.  Tire  number  of  hif 

Difcipl* 
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Difciples  is  very  great,  and  it  is  by  their  means  that 
all  the  India  have  been  poyfoned  with  his  pernicious 
Dodtrine.  Thole  of  Siam  call  them  Talapoins,  the 
Tartars  call  them  Lamas  or  Lama  fern ,  the  Japoners 
Bonzes,  and  the  Chinefe  Hoebam. 

But  this  Chimerical  God  found  at  laft  that  he  was 
dMan  as  well  as  others.  He  died  at  79  years  of  Age; 
andtogivethefinilhing  ftroke  to  his  Impiety,  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  perfuade  his  Followers  to  Atheifm  at  his 
Death,  as  he  had  perl'uaded  them  to  Idolatry  in  his 
Life  time.  Then  he  declared  to  his  Followers  that  all 
which  he  had  hitherto  told  them  was  enigmatical;  and 
that  they  would  be  miftaken  if  they  thought  there 
was  any  other  firft  Principle  of  things  behde  nothing; 
It  was,  (aid  he,  from  this  nothing  that  all  things  [(rang, 
and  it  is  into  this  nothing  that  all  things  mufl  return. 
This  is  the  Abjfs  where  all  our  hopes  rmtfi  end. 

Since  this  Impoftor  confefled  that  he  had  abufed 
the  World  in  his  life,  it  is  but  reafonabie  that  he  lliould 
not  be  believed  at  his  death.  Yet  as  Impiety  has  al¬ 
ways  more  Champions  than  Vertue,  theiewerea- 
ffiong  the  Bonzes  a  particular  Sedf  of  Atheifts,  formed 
from  the  laft  words  of  their  Mafter.  The  reft  who 
found  it  troublefome  to  part  with  their  fomier  pre¬ 
judices,  kept  clofe  to  their  firft  Errors.  A  third  Tort 
endeavoured  to  reconcile  thefe  Parties  together,  by 
compiling  a  body  of  Do&rine,  in  which  there  is  a 
twofold  Law ,  an  interior  and  an  exterior.  One 
ought  to  prepare  the  mind  for  the  reception  of  the 
bther.  It  is,  fay  they,  the  mould  which  fupports  the 
materials  ’till  the  Arch  be  made,  and  is  then  taken 
away  as  ufelefs. 

Thus  the  Devil  making  ufe  of  Mens  Folly  and 
Malice  for  their  deftrudtion,  endeavours  to  erafe  out 
of  the  minds  of  feme  thole  excellent  Ideas  of  God 
which  are  lb  deeply  ingraved  there,  and  to  imprint 
in  the  minds  of  others  the  Worihip  of  falls  Gods 
under  the  fliapss  of  a  multitude  of  different  Crea- 
Y  turcs. 
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cures,  for  they  did  not  flop  at  the  Worihip  of  this  Idol 
The  Ape,  the  Elephant,  the  Dragon  have  been  wor- 
fhipped  in  feveral  places,  under  pretence  perhaps  that 
the  God  Fo  had  fucceffively  been  tranfmigrated  into 
thele  Creatures.  China  the  moll  fuperftitious  of  all 
Nations,  increafed  the  Number  of  her  Idols,  and  one 
may  now  fee  all  forts  of  them  in  the  Temples,  which 
ferve  to  abufe  the  folly  of  this  People. 

It  is  true  they  lometimes  do  not  pay  thefe  Gods 
all  that  refpeft  which  (eems  due  to  their  Quality.  For 
it  often  happens  that  if  the  People  after  worfnipping 
them  a  great  while  do  not  obtain  what  they  defire, 
they  turn  them  off,  and  look  upon  them  as  impotent 
Gods ;  others  ufe  them  in  the  moftfeproachful  man¬ 
ner  :  feme  load  them  with  hard  names,  others  with 
hard  blows.  How  now,  Dog  of  a  Spirit,  (ay  they  to 
them  (ometimes,  we  give  you  a  lodging  in  a  magni¬ 
ficent  Temple,  we  gild  you  handlomely,  feed  you 
well,  and  often  offer  Incenfc  to  you,  and  after  all 
this  care  which  we  take  of  you,  you  are  (o  ungrate¬ 
ful  as  to  refufe  what  we  ask  of  you. 

Then  they  tye  him  with  Cords,  pluck  him  down, 
and  drag  him  along  the  Streets  thro’  all  the  Mud  and 
Dunghils,  to  punilh  him  for  the  expence  of  Perfume 
which  they  have  offered  up  to  him  for  nothing.  If 
in  the  mean  time  it  happens  that  they 'obtain  what 
they  did  defire,  then  they  take  the  Idol  and  with  a 
great  deal  of  Ceremony  carry  him  back  and  place  him 
in  his  Nieh  again,  after  they  have  wa(hed  a  nd  clean- 
fed  him  :  They  fall  down  to  him,  and  make  excufes 
for  what  they  have  done.  In  tmth.fay  they,we  were 
a  little  too  hafty,  as  well  as  you  was  fomewbat  too 
long  in  your  grant ;  why  fhould  you  bring  this  beat¬ 
ing  on  your  felf?  Were  it  not  better  to  have  grant¬ 
ed  our  Petition  of  your  own  free  will,  rather  than 
be  forced  to  do  it  r  But  what  is  done  can’t  be  now 
undone,  let  us  not  therefore  think  of  it  any  more, 
if  you  will  forget  what  is  paffed  we  will  gild  you 
o'er  again.  A 
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A  few  years  ago  there  hapned  a  Paflage  at  Nan- 
him,  which  does  very  well  difcover  what  an  Opinion 
the  Cbinefe  have  of  their  Gods.  A  Man  whole  only 
Daughter  was  very  ill,  tryed  all  the  Phyficians  but, 
without  effedt,  he  thought  it  therefore  his  beft  way  to 
betake  himfelf  to  the  affiftance  of  his  Gods.  Prayers, 
Offerings,  Alms,  Sacrifices,  and  all  other  means  were 
ufed  to  obtain  relief.  The  Bonzes  who  were  greafed 
in  the  Fill,  promifed  that  an  Idol  whofe  power  they 
mightily  boafted  fhould  grant  her  recovery.  For  all 
this  the  Woman  dyed ,  the  Father  out  of  mealure 
grieved,  refolved  to  revenge  himlelf,  and  to  bring  a 
formal  accufation  againft  the  Idol. 

He  put  irt  his  complaint  therefore  to  the  Judge  of 
the  place,  in  which  after  he  had  livelily  {hewed  forth 
the  deceitfulnefi  of  this  un  juft  God,  he  laid  that  he 
deferved  an  exemplary  punifhment  for  having  broke 
his  word.  If  this  Spirit,  laid  he,  could  cure  my 
Daughter,  it  is  palpable  cheating  to  take  my  money, 
and  yet  let  her  dye.  If  he  could  not  do  it,  what  does 
hefignifie?  And  how  came  he  by  his  quality  of  God- 
fhip  ?  Do  we  Worfhiphim,  and  the  whole  Province 
offer  him  Sacrifice  for  nothing  at  all  ?  So  chat  he  con¬ 
cluded  it  to  be  either  from  the  Malice  and  Weaknefs 
of  the  Idol  that  the  cure  was  not  performed,  where¬ 
fore  his  Temple  he  judged  ought  to  be  pulled' down, 
his  Priefts  Ihamefully  difmiffed,and  the  Idol  punilhed 
in  his  own  private  Perlbn. 

The  Bufinefs  Teemed  of  Conference  to  the  Judge, 
wherefore  he  lent  it  to  the  Governour,  who  defiring 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  thofeof  the  other  World, 
defired  the  Vice-Roy  to  examine  into  it.  After  he 
had  heard  the  Bonzes,  who  were  extremely  concerned 
at  it,  took  their  part,  and  advifed  him  not  to  perfift 
in  the  Caufe  any  longer :  for,  laid  he  to  him,  you 
are  not  wife,  to  concern  your  felf  with  thefe  fort  of 
Spirits.  They  are  naturally  ill-tempered,  and  I  am 
afraid  will  play  lojne  ill  trick.  Believe  me,  you  had 
J  7.  better 
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better  come  to  an  agreement.  The  Bonz,es  affure  me, 
that  the  Idol  Ihall  do  what  is  reafonable  on  his  part,  pro¬ 
vided  you  on  your  part  do  not  carry  things  too  high. 

But  the  Man  who  was  almpft  mad  for  the  death  of 
his  Daughter,  did  conftantly  proteft  that  he  would 
{boner  perifli,  than  relinquilh  his  juft  rights.  The 
Sentence  is  given  for  me,  laid  he,  the  Idol  fanfied 
that  he  might  commit  any  fort  of  injuftice  without 
punilhment,  becaufe  he  thought  no  body  would  be 
bold  enough  to  take  him  to  task ;  but  he  is  not  fo  fafe 
as  he  thinks,  and  a  little  time  will  {hew  which  of  us  is 
the  moft  wicked,  and  the  mofta  Devil  of  the  two. 

The  Vice- Roy  could  not  now  go  back,  and  was 
fain  therefore  to  grant  a  Tryal,  he  fent  the  Cafe  to 
the  Sovereign  Council  at  Pekin,  who  remitted  the 
Tryal  to  him  again,  he  therefore  Subpoena’d  the  par¬ 
ties.  The  Devil,  who  had  but  too  many  Friends  a- 
mong  all  forts  of  Men,  had  alfo  his  {hare  among  the 
Lawyers  and  Proftors,  thole  of  them  to  whom  the 
Bonz.es  gave  largely,  found  their  Gaufe  good,  and 
fpoke  with  lo  much  concern  and  vehemence,  that  the 
Idol  it  felf  could  not  have  pleaded  better  its  own 
Caule.  Yet  they  had  to  deal  with  a  fubtil  Adverfary, 
who  had  been  before  hand  with  them,  and  had  clear¬ 
ed  the  Judge’s  underftanding  by  a  large  Bribe,  being 
thoroughly  perfuaded  that  the  Devil  muft'be  very  cun¬ 
ning  indeed,  to  withftand  fo  clear  an  Argument  as  this 
laftwasto  the  Judges. 

In  Ihort,  after  a  great  many  hearings,  the  Man  car¬ 
ried  his  Point.  The  Idol  was  condemned  to  a  perpe¬ 
tual  banifhment,  as  ufelefs  to  the  Kingdom,  and  his 
Temple  was  to  be  plucked  down ;  and  the  Bonzes  who 
reprefented  him  were  feverely  chaftiled  s  they  might 
notwithftanding  apply  them  (elves  to  the  Service  of 
other  Spirits  to  make  themfelves  amends  for  the  da¬ 
mage  they  had  received  for  loving  this. 

Can  any  one  who  has  not  loft  his  Senfes, adore  Gods 
of  this  Chara&er,  weak,  fearful,  and  whom  one 
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may  affront  fafely  ?  But,  alas!  We  may  flatter  our 
felves  chat  we  are  never  fo  wife,  yet  how  much  is  our 
Wifdom  diftant  from  Reafon,  when  it  isdiftantfrom 
the  true  Faith. 

Inftead  of  coming  hereby  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
weaknefs  of  their  Gods,  the  People  grow  more  and 
more  blind  every  day.  The  Bonzes  are  above  all, 
obliged  to  keep  up  their  Credit  and  Reputation,  be- 
caufe  of  the  advantage  they  make  thereby.  To  bring 
this  about  the  better,  they  make  ufe  of  the  following 
Maxims  of  Morality,  which  they  take  great  care  to 
propogate. 

We  muft  not  think,  fay  they,  that  good  and  evil 
are  as  confufed  in  the  other  World,  as  they  are  in  this ; 
there  are  there  rewards  for  the  good,  and  punilhments 
for  the  bad  ;  which  has  occafioned  different  places  to 
be  fet  apart  for  the  Souls  of  Men,  according  to  every 
one’s  Merit.  The  God  Fo  was  the  Saviour  of  the 
World,  he  was  born  to  teach  the  way  of  Salvation, 
and  to  make  Expiation  for  all  our  Sins. 

He  has  left  us  Ten  Commandments. .  The  firft 
forbids  the  killing  of  any  living  Creature  of  what 
fort  foever;  the  Second  commands  not  to  take  ano- 
ther  Man’s  Goods;  the  Third  not  to  give  up  one’s 
felf  to  Impurity ;  the  Fourth  not  to  Lie  ;  and  the 
Fifth  to  drink  no  Wine. 

Befides  thefe,  they  recommend  to  the  People?  pra¬ 
ctice,  feveral  Works  of  Mercy.  Entertain  and  nourilh 
up,  fay  they,  the  Bonzes ;  build  them  Monafteries 
and  Temples,  that  their  Prayers  and  voluntary  Pe¬ 
nances  may  obtain  for  you  exemption  from  that  pu- 
nilhment  which  your  fins  have  deferred.  Burn  Paper 
gilt  and  wafhed  with  Silver,  Habits  made  of  Stuff 
and  Silk.  All  thefe  in  the  other  World  Hull  be 
turned  into  real  Gold  and  Silver,  and  into  true  and 
fubftantial  Garments,  which  fhal]  be  given  to  your 
Fathers  faithfully,  who  will  make  ufe  of  them  as  they 
have  occafion.  If  you  do  not  regard  thefe  Coni- 
Y  ;  mands. 


mantis,  you  (hall  be  after  your  death  cruelly  tor- 
^merited ,  and  expofed  to  (everal  Metemfycofes  or 
tranfmigrations.  That  is  to  fay,  you  (hall  be  born  iq 
the  (liape  of  Rats,  Horfes,  Mules,  and  all  other 
Creatures,  This  laft  point  makes  a  great  impreffion 
upon  their  minds. 

I  remember,  that  being  in  the  Province  of  Xanfi, 
I  was  (ent  for  to  Chriften  a  lick  perfon.  It  was  an 
old  man  of  threefcore  and  ten,  who  lived  upon  a 
fmall  Penfion,  which  the  Emperor  had  given  him. 
When  I  came  into  his  Chamber,  O  my  good  Father, 
(ays  he,  how  much  am  l  obliged  to  you,  who  are  go¬ 
ing  to  deliver  me  from  a  great  deal  of  Torment. 
Bapti(m,anfwered  I, does  not  only  deliver  from  the  tor¬ 
ment  of  Hell,  but  entitles  us  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
place  in  Paradife :  O  how  happy  will  it  be  for  you 
to  go  to  Heaven,  eternally  to  live  in  the  prefence  of 
God !  I  do  not,  faid  the  lick  Man,  underftand  what 
you  mean,  nor  perhaps  have  I  explained  my  meaning 
clearly  to  you ;  you  know,  Father,  I  have  lived  a  long 
time  upon  the  Emperors  bounty.  The  Bonzes,  who 
are  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  all  the  tranfafti- 
ons  of  the  other  World,  aflure  me  that  I  (hall  be 
obliged  after  my  death,  by  way  of  recompenfe  for 
my  Penfion  to  (erve  him,  and  that  my  Soul  will  in¬ 
fallibly  go  into  one  of  his  Poll  Horles  ,  to  carry 
Diipatches  from  Court  thro’  all  the  Province.  They 
have  therefore  been  advifing  me  to  mind  my  duty  in 
that  new  (fate ;  not  to  durable,  nor  kick,  nor  bite, 
nor  otherwife  hurt  any  one :  Run  well,  and  eat  little, 
and  be  patient,  fay  they,  and  you  may  move  the 
Gods  to  Compaffion,  who  often  of  a  good  Bead 
make  at  length  a  Perlon  of  Quality,  or  a  confider- 
able  Mandarin.  I  proteft,  Father,  the  very  thoughts 
of  it  makes  me  quake,  it  never  comes  into  my  mind 
but  I  tremble ;  yet  I  dream  of  it  every  night,  and 
fomeciines  methinks  in  my  fleep  I  am  already  in  the 
(iarnefs,  ready  to  run  at  the  firft  jerk  of  the  Poftilr- 
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on.  Then  I  wake  in  a  great  fweat,  and  half  mad,  » 
fcarcely  knowing  whether  I  am  a  Man  or  a  Hoi  fe. 
But,  alas!  What  will  be  my  fbrrow  when  this  will  be 
no  more  a  dream  but  a  reality. 

This  therefore,  Father,  is  the  courfe  I  took.  They 
tell  me  that  thofe  of  your  Religion  are  not  fiibjed  to 
thofe changes ;  that  Men  are  always  Men,  and  are 
in  the  other  World  of  the  fame  kind  as  they  are  here 
I  beg  of  you  therefore  to  receive  me  among  you*  I 
know  your  Religion  is  hard  to  obferve ;  yet  if  it  had 
ten  times  more  difficulties,  I  am  ready  to  embrace  it; 
and  whatfoever  trouble  it  put  me  to,  I  had  rather  be 
a  Chriftian  than  be  turned  into  a  Bead.  This  dil- 
courfe  and  the  condition  the  Man  was  in,  wrought 
me  into  compaffion ;  and  afterwards  confidering  with 
my  felf,  that  God  makes  ufe  of  Ignorance  and  Folly 
to  bring  Men  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Truth,  I  took 
an  occafion  from  thence  to  undeceive  him  of  his 
midakes,  and  to  lead  him  into  the  way  of  Salvation. 

I  inftrudfed  him  a  great  while,  at  laft  he  believed  : 
and  I  had  the  comfort  to  fee  him  dye,  not  only  with 
a  clearer  and  better  underftanding  of  things,  but  far* 
ther  with  all  the  marks  of  a  good  Chridian. 

In  procefs  of  time,  the  Superftitions  of  the  People 
grew  fo  numberlefs,  that  I  do  not  believe  any  Nati¬ 
on  under  the  Sun  is  fo  full  of  whimiies  as  China. 
The  Mandarins  are  obliged  to  condemn  all  thefe 
Sebts  as  Hereticks,  as  indeed  they  do  in  their  Books  ; 
but  yet  Ipringing  themfelves  modly  f  om  idolatrous 
Families,  and  having  been  inftrucfed  by  the  Bonzes, 
they  in  their  pra&ife  follow  the  example  tof  the  com¬ 
mon  People. 

Two  of  thefe  Bonzes  feeing  one  day  id  a  rich  Far¬ 
mers  Yard  two  or  three  large  Ducks,  fell,  on  their 
Faces  before  the  Door,  andfigh’d  and  wept  grievoufly. 
The  good  Woman  feeing  them  out  of  her  Chamber- 
window,  came  down  to  fee  what  was  the  occafion 
of  their  Tears.  We  know,  laid  they,  that  the  Souls 
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of  our  Fathers  are  tranfmigrated  into  thole  Creatures^ 
and  the  fear  we  are  in  left  you  Ihould  kill  them,  will 
without  doubt  go  near  to  kill  us :  It  is  true,  faid  the 
Woman,  we  did  intend  to  fell  them,  but  fince  they 
are  your  Fathers,  I  promile  you  we  wjll  keep  them. 

This  anfwer  was  not  for  the  Bonzes  purpofe.  But, 
continued  they,  perhaps  your  Husband  will  not  be  fb 
charitable,  and  then  if  any  accident  Ihould  happen  to 
them,  you  may  be  lure  it  wi]l  kill  us.  At  laft  after  a 
long  difcourle,  the  good  Woman  was  fo  far  moved 
with  their  pretended  grief,  that  Ihe  gave  them  the 
Ducks  to  look  after  for  fome  time  to  comfort  them. 
They  took  them  with  a  great  deal  of refpeft,  pro- 
ftrating  themfelves  twenty  times  to  them ;  but  that 
very  evening  they  made  an  Entertainment  of  them 
for  fome  of  their'Company,  and  fatned  themlelves 
with  them. 

A  Prince  of  the  Blood  loft  a  young  Man  for  whom 
he  had  a  particular  love ;  a  few  years  after  he  fpoke 
of  it  with  a  great  deal  of  warmth  and  concern  to  the 
Bonzes ,  who  faid  to  him :  My  Lord,  do  not  trouble 
your  felf any  more,  your  lofs  may  be  repair’d;  he 
whom  you  grieve  for  is  in  Tartary ,  and  his  Soul  is 
palled  into  a  young  Man’s  body ;  but  there  mull  be  a 
great  deal  of  money  to  find  where  he  is,  and  you  muft 
give  good  Prefents  to  the  Priefts  of  that  Country, 
This  news  plealed  the  Prince  mightily,  fo  that  he  gave 
them  what  they  deiired,  and  a  few  months  after  they 
got  a  Boy  any  where,  and  gave  him  to  the  Prince 
mftead  of  the  Boy  who  was  dead.  Thus  it  is  that 
rhe  whole  Country  from  the  Peafant  to  the  Prince, 
are  bubbled  bv  thefe  Miniljersof  Iniquity. 

If  they  can’c  thus  ti  ick  the  People  out  of  their  mony, 
they  try  to  get  it  out  of  them  by  doing  Ads  of  Pe¬ 
nance  publickly,  which  the  People  efteem  them 
mightily  for,  and  Ihew  them  a  great  deal  of  pity  and 
compaffion.  I  have  feen  them  dragging  after  them 
«  long  Chain  of  Iron  as  thick  as  ones  Arm,  about 
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thirty  foot  long,  faftned  to  the  Neck  or  Legs.  Thus 
it  is,  fay  they,  at  every  Door  as  they  pafs,  that  we 
expiate  your  Faults,  fure  this  deferves  fome  (mail 
Alms.  Others  in  publick  places  knock  their  Pates  with 
all  their  force  with  large  Bricks,  till  they  are  almoffc 
cover’d  with  blood.  They  have  feveral  other  peniten¬ 
tial  A&ions  •>  but  what  I  was  moft  lurprifed  at  was  this. 

One  day  I  met  in  the  middle  of  a  Town  a  young 
Bonze  of  a  good  Mien,  a  genteel  and  mode  ft:  look, 
fuck  as  might  eafily  move  any  ones  Compaffion  and 
Charity.  He  flood  upright  in  a  fort  of  a  Sedan  very 
clofe  fhut, .  the  infide  of  which  was  like  a  Harrow 
full  of  Nails  very  thick,  with  their  points  flicking 
out  towards  the  Man  in  the  Chair,  fo  that  he  could 
not  bend  either  one  way  or  t’other  without  wound¬ 
ing  himfelf  Two  Fellows  were  hired  to  carry  him 
from  Houfe  to  Houle  where  he  beg’d  the  People  to 
have  compaffion  on  him. 

He  told  them  he  was  fhut  up  in  that  Chair  for  the 
good  of  their  Souls,  and  was  refolv'd  never  to  go 
out  from  thence  till  they  had  bought  all  the  Nails  (  of 
which  there  were  above  two  thoufand  )  at  the  rate  of 
fix  pence  apiece,  of  which  Nails  the  very  fmalleft 
he  had  would  derive  incomparable  bleffings  on  them 
and  their  Families.  If  you  buy  any  of  them,  you 
will  dp  an  a&ion  ofHeroick  Vertue,  and  your  Alms 
are  not  bellow’d  on  the  Bonzes ,  to  whom  you  may 
take  other  opportunities  of  bellowing  your  Charity, 
but  to  the  God  Fot  in  whofe  Honour  we  are  going  to 
build  a  Temple. 

In  the  mean  while  I  happened  to  pafs  thro’  the 
Street,  the  Bonze  feeing  me,  came  and  told  me  the 
fame  tale.  I  told  him  that  he  was  very  unhappy  to 
torment  himfelf  thus  in  this  World  fqr  no  good,  and 
did  counfel  him  therefore  to  coma  out  of  his  Prifon, 
to  go  to  the  Temple  of  the  true  God  to  beinllrudted 
in  heavenly  truths,  and  fubnut  to  Penance  lefs  fe- 
yere  but  more  wholefome.  He  was  lo  far  from  be¬ 
ing 
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ing  in  a  paffion  with  me,  that  he  anfwer’d  me  calmly 
and  courteoufly,  that  he  was  much  obliged  to  me  for 
my  good  advice,  and  would  be  more  obliged  to  me 
ftill,  if  I  would  buy  a  dozen  of  his  Nails,  which 
would  certainly  make  me  have  a  good  Journey. 

Here  hold  your  hand,  fays  he,  turning  on  one 
fide,  take  thefe,  upon  the  Faith  of  a  Bonze  they  are 
the  very  belt  in  all  my  Sedan,  for  they  prick  me  the 
molt,  yet  you  lhall  have  them  at  the  fame  rate  at 
which  1  fell  to  others.  He  fpoke  thefe  words  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  would  have  made  me  on  any  other  occa- 
fion  have  laugh’d ;  but  at  that  time  his  blindnels  railed 
my  compaffion,  and  I  was  ftrangely  concerned  to 
fee  that  bond-man  of  the  Devil  fuffer  more  to  work 
out  his  own  deftru&ion,  than  a  Chriftian  need  do 
to  gain  his  Salvation. 

Yet  all  the  Bonzes  are  not  Pfenitents.  While  fome 
abufe  the  credulous  by  their  hypocritical  pretences, 
others  get  money  out  of  them  by  magical  Arts,  fecret 
Thefts,  horrible  Murthers,  and  a  thoufand  deteftable 
abominations,  which  Modefty  wont  let  me  mention  . 
here.  People  who  are  only  outwardly  religious  (pare 
nothing  to  gratifie  their  Paffions,  and  if  they  can  but 
elcapethe  juftice  of  Men,  which  in  this  place  (pares 
none  who  are  caught  wronging  their  Neighbour,  they 
care  not  what  they  do  in  the  Eyes  of  that  God  whom 
they  will  fcarcely  awn. 

Although  the  generality  of  the  People  are  preju¬ 
diced  in  favour  of  them,  yet  the  wifer  fort  are  al- 
way  upon  their  guard  againfl  thefe  Wretches ;  and 
the  Magiflrates  always  take  great  notice  of  what  they 
do  in  their  Monafteries.  It  happened  a  few  years 
ago,  that  a  Governour  of  a  Town  palling  with  his 
Train  in  the  Highway,  law  a  great  company  of  People 
got  together,  and  had  the  curiolity  to  fend  to  know 
what  was  the  occalion  of  their  meeting  there. 

The  Bonzes  vistq  folemnizing  an  extraordinary  Fe- 
Rival,  they  had  fet  a  Machine  upon  a  Stage,  at  the 
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top  of  which  a  young  Man  put  out  his  Head  over  4 
little  Rail  which  went  all  round  the  Machine.  The 
Rail  hid  his  Arms  and  all  his  Body ;  one  could  fee 
nothing  at  liberty  but  his  Eyes,  which  he  rowled  about 
as  if  he  was  diftra&ed.  Below  this  Machine  an  old 
Bonze  appeared  upon  the  Stage,  who  told  the  People 
that  the  young  Man  which  they  faw  was  going  to 
Sacrifice  himfelf  according  to  Cuftom  in  this  manner. 
There  ran  by  the  Road  fide  a  deep  River  into  which 
he  would  prefently  throw  himfelf  headlong.  He 
can’t  die,  added  a  Bonze,  if  he  would,  becaufe  at 
the  bottom  of  the  River  he  will  be  received  by  Cha¬ 
ritable  Spirits,  who  will  give  him  as  good  a  welcome  as 
he  can  djefire.  And  indeed  it  is  the  greateft  happinefs 
that  can  poflibly  befal  him :  an  hundred  Perions  have 
defired'  to  Sacrifice  themfelves  inftead  of  him ;  but 
weehofe  him  before  the  reft,  becaufe  of  his  Zeal  and 
other  Vertues. 

When  the  Mandarin  had  heard  this  fpeech,  he  faid 
that  the  young  Man  indeed  had  a  great  deal  of 
Courage;  but  he  wonder’d  much  that  he  did  not 
himfelf  tell  the  People  of  this  his  refolution :  let  him 
come  down  a  little,  faid  he,  that  we  may  talk  with 
him.  The  Bonze,  who  was  confounded  at  this  or¬ 
der,  did  all  he  could  to  hinder  it,  and  did  proteft 
that  the  whole  Sacrifice  would  be  ineffe&ual  if  he 
fpake  a  word,  nay  if  he  did  but  open  his  mouth,  and 
for  his  part  he  could  notanfwerforthemifchieffuch 
a  thing  would  bring  upon  the  Province.  For  the  mif 
chief  you  talk  of,  replied  the  Mandarin,  I’ll  be  re- 
fponfible.  And  then  he  commanded  the  young  Man 
to  come  down;  hegavenootheranfwertothefe  com¬ 
mands  but  hideous  and  frightful  looks,  and  various 
diftortions  of  his  Eyes  which  almoft  ftarted  out  of 
his  Head. 

You  may  from  hence,  faid  the  Bonze,  judge  what 
violence  you  offer  him  in  commanding  him  down. 
He  is  already  almoft  diftrafted,  and  if  you  continue 
your 
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your  Command,  you  will  make  him  die  with  grief. 
This  did  not  make  the  Mandarin  change  his  Refolu- 
tion,  but  he  order’d  fome  of  his  Retinue  to  go  up  and 
bring  him  down.  They  found  him  tied  and  bound 
down  on  every  fide,  with  a  gag  in  his  Mouth ;  and 
as  foon  as  they  had  untied  him,  and  taken  away  the 
gag  from  the  poor  Fellow’s  Mouth ;  he  cry’d  out  as 
loud  as  he  could  bawl ;  Ah !  my  Lord,  revenge  me 
againft  thofe  Affaffins,  who  were  going  to  drown  me, 

I  am  a  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  was  going  to  the  Court 
at  Pekin,  to  affift  at  the  Examinations  there :  yefter- 
day  a  company  of  Bonzes  feiz’d  upon  me  violently, 
and  this  morning  very  early  they  bound  me  to  this 
Machine,  taking  from  me  all  power  of  crying  out,  or 
complaining,  and  intended  to  drown  me  this  evening, 
being  refolv'd  to  accomplilh  their  accurs’d  Ceremo¬ 
nies  at  the  expence  of  my  Life. 

When  he  began  to  fpeak,  the  Bonzes  were  marching 
of£  but  the  Officers  of  Juftice,  who  always  attend  the 
Governours,  flopp'd  fevcral  of  them.  The  chief  of 
them  who  had  pretended  juft  before  that  the  young 
Man  could  not  be  drown’d,  was  himfelf  immediately 
thrown  into  the  River  and  drown’d,  the  others  were 
carry’d  to  Prifon,  and  did  after  receive  that  punifh- 
njent  which  they  deferv’d. 

Since  the  Tartars  have  been  Emperors  of  China 
the  Lamas ,  another  fort  of  Bonzes  have  been  efta- 
blilh’d  there.  Their  Habit  is  different  from  thofe  of 
China  both  in  fhape  and  colour ;  but  their  Religion  is 
the  fame  with  the  Chinefe,  and  they  worfhip  the  God 
Fo,  they  differ  from  the  Chinefe  only  in  a  fevv  particu¬ 
lar  fuperftitious  practices.  Tilde  Lamas  are  Chap¬ 
lains  to  the  Tartar  Nobility  who  live  at  Pekin ;  but  in 
Tartar],  they  themlelves  are  the  Gods  which  the  Peo¬ 
ple  worfnip. 

There  it  is  that  the  God  Fo  has  his  moft  famous  feat, 
where  he  appears  under  a  fenfible  figure,  and  as  they 
fay,never  dies.  He  is  kept  in  a  Temple;  and  an  infinite 
number 
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number  of  thefe  Lamas  ferve  him  with  an  ineffable 
veneration,  which  they  ftrive  as  much  as  they  can  to 
imprint  upon  the  minds  of  all  others  whatfoever. 
When  he  dies,  for  he  is  but  a  Man  plac’d  there,  they 
put  in  his  room  a  Lamas  of  the  fame  ftature,  and  as 
near  as  they  can  of  the  fame  Features,  that  the  Peo¬ 
ple  may  be  the  better  deceiv’d  by  it;  Thus  the  Peo¬ 
ple  of  this  Country,  and  efpecially  all  Strangers  are 
eternally  bubbl’d  by  thefe  Impoftors. 

Among  the  different  Religions  exercifed  in  China, 
Ido  not  think  it  wo>  th  while  to  mention  to  your  High- 
nefs  a  few  Mahometans,  who  have  lived  for  this  fix 
hundred  years,  in  feveral  Provinces,  and  ara  never 
difturb’d ,  becaufe  they  never  difturb  anyoneelfe 
upon  the  fcore  of  Religion,  being  content  to  enjoy  it 
themfelves,  or  to  propagate  it  there  among  their  Kin¬ 
dred  by  Marriages.  However  it  may  be  of  ufe  totell 
you  of  a  third  Sed,  which  is  the  Religion,  or  Philofo- 
phy,  or  Policy  of  home  of  the  learned,  for  one  can¬ 
not  tell  by  what  name  to  call  this  Dodrine,  which  is 
fo  obfcure  that  the  very  Profeffors  of  it  fcarce  under- 
ftand  what  they  teach.  They  call  it  in  their  Lan¬ 
guage  Iukiao,  and  is  a  Sed  of  learned  Men. 

That  you  may  underftand  what  I  am  going  to  tell 
you,  you  muff  know  that  Civil  Wars,  Magick,  .and 
Idolatry  having  put  the  Empire  into  confufion  for 
many  Ages ,  love  of  Learning  was  quite  cafhier’d, 
and  there  were  found  few  Dodors  who  could  by  their 
Writings  awaken  the  minds  of  Men  out  of  that 
Lethargy  into  which  ignorance  and  the  corruption 
of  Manners  had  lull’d  them.  Only  a- 
bout  1070*  Some  creditable  Expoun*  *  sifter  m 

ders  were  found,  and  in  1  aco.  one  Do-  Saviour. 
dor  did  diftinguifh  himfelf  from  all  fl¬ 
eers  for  his  extraordinary  Undemanding.  By  his 
example  they  began  by  degrees  to  take  fome  pleafure 
in  reading  anticnt  Books,  which  they  had  before 
thrown  alide. 

LaflJy 
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Laftly  in  the  year  1400.  the  Emperor  being  wil¬ 
ling  to  ftir  up  in  his  Subjects  a  love  of  Learning,  made 
choice  of  fourfcore  and  two  of  the  moft  ingenious 
Doctors,  whom  he  commanded  to  compile  a  Syftem 
agreeable  to  the  Sentiments  of  the  Antient  Writers, 
which  might  ferve  as  a  direction  for  the  Learned  .here¬ 
after.  The  Mandarins  who  had  the  Commiflion,  fet 
themfelves  diligently  to  work  ;  but  being  prejudiced 
with  thofe  Opinions  which  Idolatry  hath  diffufed  all 
over  China,  inffead  of  following  the  true  fenfe  of  the 
Anticnts,  they  tryed  by  falfe  Glofles  and  Interpreta¬ 
tions  to  diftort  the  words  and  fayings  of  the  Anti- 
ents  to  their  prejudicate  Opinions. 

They  fpalce  of  God  as  nothing  different  from  Na¬ 
ture  it  felf;  that  is  from  that  power,  energy,  or  na¬ 
tural  Vertue  which  did  produce,  and  put  in  order  all 
the  parts  of  the  World,  and  which  does  ftill  keep 
them  in  that  order.  He  is,  fay  they,  a  moft  pure  and 
moft  peifedt  Principle;  he  is  the  Source  of  all  things, 
and  the  Effence  of  all  Beings,  and  that  which  Con- 
ifitutes  the  formal  difference  of  every  thing.  They 
made  ufe  of  thofe  magnificent  expreffions  of  the  An- 
dents,  that  they  might  feem  to  keep  to  their  Do¬ 
ctrine;  but indeed.they  raifed  new  Opinions,  becaufe 
they  underftand  hereby  I  can’t  tell  what  fort  of  infen- 
fible  foul  of  the  World,  which  they  imagine  fpreads 
thro’  Matter,  upon  Which  it  produces  the  feveral  mu¬ 
tations  we  fee.  This  is  not  that  Supreme  Emperor 
of  Heaven  all  juft  and  all  powerful,  the  chief  of  all 
Creatures :  in  their  Works  nothing  is  found,  but  a 
better  fort  of  Atheifm,  and  a  licentious  freedom  front 
the  Worlhipof  God. 

But  whether  it  was  becaufe  they  were  unwilling  to' 
exprefs  themfelves  plainly,  or  did  accidentally  make 
ufe  of  expreffions  of  a  larger  fignification  than  their 
meaning,  yet  they  talk  of  Heaven  as  did  the  Anci¬ 
ents,  and  afcribe  to  Nature  almoft  all  thofe  perfecti¬ 
ons  which  we  attribute  to  God.  They  tolerate  wil- 
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iingly  the  Mahometans ,  becaufe  like  them  they  adore 
the  Mailer  and  King  of  Heaven.  They  Perfecute 
all  other  SeCts  with  great  violence,  which  at  Court 
they  took  up  a  refolution  utterly  to  abolilh  throughout 
the  whole  Empire, 

Yet  many  reafons  perfuaded  them  from  putting 
this  refolution  in  practice ,  the  chief  of  which  were 
thefe, ^  even  (everal  among  the  Learned  were  Diflen- 
tp  from  this  new  eflablilh’d  Do&rine ,  for  they 
could  not  (hake  off  the  prejudices  they  had  lucked 
m  :  befides  all  the  People  were  wholly  byafs’d  in  fa* 
vour  of  Idols,  lo  that  their  Temples  could  never  be 
pull’d  down,  but  InfiirreCEons  and  Difturbances  muft 
neceffarily  enlue.  They  were  therefore  contented 
to  adjudge  at  Pekin  all  the  other  SeCis  Hereticks 
( which  they  ftill  do  every  year )  without  letting  them- 
lelves  effectually  to  ftop  the  practice  of  them. 

Thele  new  Books  compoled  by  their  moft  learned 
Men,  and  honour’d  by  the  Emperors  own  approba¬ 
tion,  were  greedily  receiv’d  by  every  body.  Some 
lik’d  them  becaufe  they  deftroy’d  all  forts  of  Religi¬ 
on,  and  thefe  make  up  the  greateft  number  of  this 
SeCt.  Others  approv'd  of  them,  becaufe  the  Reli¬ 
gion  which  they  contain’d  was  fo  very  little,  that  it 
coll  them  no  pains  nor  trouble  to  praCtife  it.  And 
thus  was  the  SeCt  of  the  Learned  form’d,  of  whom 
one  may  juftly  fay  ,  they  honour  God  with  their 
Mouth  and  with  their  Lips,  for  they  often  fay  that 
we  muft  adore  and  obey  Heaven;  but  their  Hearts 
are  diftant  from  him,  feeing  they  explain  thofe  words 
infuch  a  fort  as  deftroys  the  very  being  of  God,  and 
ftifies  all  fenfe  of  Religion. 

Thus  this  People  lo  wile  heretofore,  fo  full  of 
Knowledge,  and,  (if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion)  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  are  now  in  thefe  laft  days  milera- 
bly  fain  into  Superftieion,  Magick,  Paganilm,  and 
lallly  into  Atheilin  it  lelf,  falling  by  degrees  Story  by 
Story  till  they  come  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  Build- 
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ing;  becoming  thereby  Enemies  to  that  reafon  which 
they  had  fo  conftantly  follow’d,  and  abominable  to 
that  very  Nature  to  which  they  now  give  fuch  high 
Encomiums. 

This  is,  my  Lord,  an  account  of  the  prefent  State 
of  China,  with  refpeft  to  the  feveral  Religions  there 
iti  ufe.  For  as  for  the  political  Honours  which  they 
pay  to  Confucius ,  they  are  not  Divine  Worlhip,  and 
the  Palaces  which  are  call’d  by  his  Name,  are  not 
Temples,  but  Houles  for  learned  Men  to  alfemble  in. 
I  was  unwilling  to  particularize  their  Ceremonies, 
their  Opinions  and  their  Morals.  Belides  that  it  would 
be  tedious  and  endlefs,  it  is  very  difficult  to  give  a  cer¬ 
tain  account  of  them :  becaufe  the  Bonzes  do  every 
day  invent  new  whimfies,  and  if  they  can  but  live  at 
other  Peoples  charge  by  abufing  therii,  they  do  not 
value  whether  they  exa&Iy  follow  the  Doftrine  of 
their  Predeceffors,  which  is  in  effect  neither  better 
nor  freer  from  absurdities  than  their  own. 

Nothing  noW  remains,  but  that  I  give  yotir  Emi. 
pence  an  account  to  which  of  thefe  Se&s,  which  di¬ 
vide  the  Kingdom,  the  Emperor  is  moft  inclinable. 
This  Prince,  who  is  naturally  Wife  and  politick,  has 
always  kept  in  with  the  People.  As  he  is  upon  a 
Throne  which  the  leaft  blaft  may  lhake,  he  endea¬ 
vours  as  much  as  he  can  to  Strengthen  it  by  his  Peo¬ 
ples  love :  he  is  fo  far  from  provoking  them,  that  he 
makes  himfelf  very  popular,  yet  not  to  fech  a  degree 
as  his  Father  did,  left  he  Should  bring  upon  himfelf 
the  Mandarins  hatred ;  yet  much  more  than  did  the 
antient  Emperors,  to  the  end  that  he  may  as  much  as 
poffible  Iweeten  that  Yoke,  which  a  new  Govern¬ 
ment  has  put  on  their  Shoulders. 

He  does  therefore  permit,  or  rather  tolerate  Super- 
ftition :  he  pays  a  great  deal  of  refpeft  to  feveral  Bon¬ 
zes  of  the  fifft  Rank,  who  have  behaved  themlelv'es 
well  in  any  of  the  Provinces,  or  at  Court ;  nay,  he 
does  his  own  Temper  that  violence,  as  to  let  feme  of 
them 
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them  live  in  his  Palace,  thofe  whom  the  Princefs  his 
Mother  had  before  brought  and  eftablilhed  there. 
But  tho’  he  thus  favours  their  Perfons,  he  is  no  Have 
to  their  Opinions.  He  perfectly  underftands  the  fol¬ 
ly  of  them,  and  does  upon  feveral  Occafions  laugh 
at  thofe  things  which  they  enjoy  for  Principles  of 
Religion,  as  Extravagancies  and  Fables.  He  often 
fends  thofe  who  fpeak  to  him  of  them  to  the  Miffio- 
naries :  Hear ,  fays  he,  thoje  Fathers  who  reafon  fo 
wed,  I  am  fare  they  will  not  he  of  your  mind.  One 
day  he  faid  to  Father  Verbiefi  his  Mathematician. 
Why  do  not  you  fpeak  of  God  as  we  do?  People  would 


be  lefs  fet  againfl  your  Religions.  You 
call  him  Tisn-tqha  *  and  we  call  him 
Cham-ti.  Is  st  not  the  fame  thing?  Chemist 
IVill  you  leave  toe  uje  of  a  good  word  vemgn  Ernfsm_ 
btcaufe  People  givefalfe  Interpretati¬ 
ons  of  it?  My  Lord ,  faid  the  Father,  I  know  that  your 
Majefiy  does  follow  the  old  Doctrine  of  China  S  which 
feveral  Doll  or;  have  for faken:  and  if  we  jhould  ufs 


their  words,  they  would  fancy  we  believe  as  they  believe ; 


But  if  your  Majefiy  will  by  a  Proclamation  publickly 
declare  that  the  word  Cham-ti  fignifies  the  fame  in  ef¬ 
fect,  that  the  Cbrifiians  mean  by  Tien-tfhu,  we  are 


ready  to  make  ufe  of  any  one  of  them  as  foon  as  the  other. 
He  liked  the  Father’s  anfwer,  but  reafons  of  State 


hindred  him  from  following  his  advice. 

When  the  Queen  Mother  was  dead,  thole  who 
had  the  Care  of  the  Funeral  committed  to  them,  in¬ 


formed  the  Prince  that  it  was  necelfary,  according  to 
antient  Cuftom,  to  pull  down  part  of  the  Palace- 
Wall,  that  the  body  might  be  carried  thro’  the  breach  5 
becaufe  that  the  Royal  Family  would  beexpofed  to  a 
great  many  misfortunes,  if  the  Body  was  carried  thro’ 
the  ordinary  paflages.  You  do  not  talk  rationally ,  faid 
the  Emperor  to  them,  your  heads  are  full  of  whimfies. 
What  felly  is  it  to  think  my  good  or  bad  Fortune  depends 
upon  the  way  by  which  my  Mother  goes  to  her  Tomb ! 

Z  It 
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Jt  was  my  unbappinefs  to  lofs  her,  and  to  fear  any  mif 
.fortune  after  fo  great  a  lofs,  would  be  to  dishonour  her 
after  her  death,  by  [uperfiitiousdRites  and  ridiculous  Cere - 
'  monies.  Sometime  after  feveral  Maids  of  Honour  to 
the  Emprefs,  came  and  fell  at  the  Emperors  feet,  and 
beggd  with  Tears  that  he  would  fuffer  thetn,  who 
had  ferv’d  the  Emprefs  here,  to  follow  her  Into  the 
other  world,  where  their  Services  might  be  needful 
to  her.  He  faid  to  them.  1  have  taken  care  of  that 
already ,  you  need  not  therefore  put  your  J elves  to  farther 
trouble  about  it.  And  for  fear  left  a  cruel  zeal  might 
prompt  them  to  lay  violent  hands  on  them  (elves,  he 
commanded  their  Hair  to  be  immediately  cut  off,  and 
.that  they  fhould  be  confin’d.  When  they  are  Ihav’d, 
they  fancy  themfelves  ufelefs,  and  unfit  to  ferve  Per- 
ions  of  Quality  in  the  other  World. 

Thefe  Examples  are  enough  to  let  us  fee  that  the 
Emperor  is  very  far  from  giving  himfelf  up  to  all 
thefe  popular  extravagancies.  He  honours  Confucius 
as  the  firft  and  wifeft  Philofopherin  the  World;  in 
feveral  things  he  follows  Cuftom,  when  he  judges  it 
much  for  his  intereft;  at  certain  times  of  the  year 
he  offers  Sacrifices  in  the  Temples,  according  to  an¬ 
tient  practice,  yet  he  fays  it  is  only  in  honour  of  the 
Cbam  ti,  a\id  that  he  adores  no  other  but  the  fupreme 
Xord  of  the  Univerfe.  Thus  far  the  inftru&ion  of 
the  Miffionaries  have  work’d  upon  him.  He  believes 
in  one  God,  but  State  Reafons,  and  the  gratification 
of  bis  Paffions  which  are  oppofite  to  the  Spirit  of 
JESUS  CHRIST,  have  never  fuffered  him  to  open 
his  Eyes  to  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel.  The  rigednefs 
and  feverity  of  Morals  which  this  requires,  oftimes 
ftopsthe  moftrefolute,  and  we  fee  every  day  per- 
fons  in  the  World,  who  have  a  greatnefs  of  foul  e- 
nough  to  deferve  the  name  of  Hero’s,  who  do  yet 
want  courage  when  they  ought  to  behave  themfelves 
as  thofewho  bear  rhatof  Chriftians. 


Neverrhelefs 
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Neverthelefs  this  Prince  would  hot  have  any  pne 
think  that  he  rejects  our  Religion  for  want  of  courage. 
He  told  his  mind  to  Father  Verbiejl  one  day  in  thefe 
words :  Your  Law  is  hard,  yet  whatever  difficulty  was 
to  be  undergone,  1  fhould  not  (tick  one  minute  to  be  of  it, 
were  1  convinced  of  the  truth  of  it.  If  I  was  once  a 
Chrifiian,  I  am  pretty  well  fatisfied  that  in  three  or  four 
years  the  whole  Empire  would  be  fo  too.  For  l  am  their 
Mafter.  We  might  have  fome  hopes  from  thefe  Senti¬ 
ments  of  the  Prince,  if  we  were  not  on  the  other  fide 
perfiiaided  that  the  love  of  plealure,  and  the  fear  of  giv¬ 
ing  occafion  to  fbme  Revolution  in  the  Empire  were 
not  almoft  invincible  hindrances  to  his  Converfion. 

But  who  can  find  out  the  Almighty’s  defigns?  And 
who  has  hitherto  penetrated  into  the  myfteries  of 
his  eternal  Councils?  are  not  the  hearisofthegreateft 
Princes  as  well  as  of  the  meaheft  People  in  his  keeping? 
It  is  from  that  Almighty  hand  that  all  our  hopes  are 
which  has  already  confounded  an  infinite  number  of 
Idols,  and  overthrown  many  of  their  Temples;  it 
has  made  Vice- Roys,  Minifters  of  State,  Princes  and 
oneEmprefs  fuBmittotheYokeofChriftianicy.  The 
more  the  Converfion  of  the  Emperor  requires  Mira¬ 
cles,  the  more  worthy  it  is  of  the  great  power  and 
infinite  goodnefs  of  God,-  who  is  call’d  great  for  no 
other  reafon  than  for  the  great  and  mighty  things 
which  he  hath  done. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  if  Europe  continues  to  fend  into 
China  fervent  and  devout  Miffionaries,  we  may  hope 
that  God  will  vouchfafe  to  make  ufe  of  their  Zeal  for 
the  accornplifhment  of  his  great  Work.  I  am  in  the 
fnoft  profound  manner, 

My  Lordi 

Tour  Eminence's  mojl  obedient 
and  mofi  humble  Servant, 

,  LI- 
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To  Monfieur  Rouillie,  Counfellor  of 
State  in  Ordinary. 


Of  the  Ejiahlifhment  and  Trogre/s 
of  the  Qhrijlm  %eligton  in 
China. 


TH  E  Ardent  Zeal  which  you  have  always 
Ihew'd  towards  eltablilhingand  promot. 
ing  the  Chriftian  Religion  in  China , 
makes  me  hope  that  you  will  be  pleas’d 
with  the  Letter  which  .1  now  take  the  boldnefs  to 
write  to  you.  You  will  not  only  read  therein  thole 
things  which  I  have  already  had  the  honour  to  dif- 
courfe  with  you  about  fo  often,  but  alfo  many  other 
ufeful  remarks,  which  I  hope  may  be  worthy  your 
curiofity  and  attention. 

It  will  without  doubt  bring  you  a  great  deal  of 
comfort ,  by  {hewing  you  that  your  Care ,  your 
Prayers,  and  your  Bounty  have  been  leconded  by 
Heaven ;  and  that  in  contributing  fo  much  as  you 
have  done  to  the  Converfion  offo  many  Souls,  you 
will  at  the  end  of  the  World  be  accounted  a  Father 
of  many  Faithful. 

But  in  Ipight  of  all  that  I  can  lay,  you  will  not 
be  made  fenfible  of  the  great  good  you  do  there ,  for 
it  is  with  the  greateft  difficulty  that  you  are  brought  to 
believe  you  do  good :  you  will  at  Ieaft  fee  that  the 
fervent  Miffionaries,  who  for  more  than  an  Age  have 
laboured 
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laboured  in  the  large  field  of  the  Gofpel,  are  not  al¬ 
together  unworthy  their  Employment,  and  that  the 
Fruits  which  they  gather  there,  Ihould  bean  encourage¬ 
ment  to  all  Europe,  to  perfect  this  great  Work  which 
by  them  has  been  fo  happily  began. 

Among  other  things  which  the  Emperor  obje&ed 
againft  us  when  difcourfing  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
this  was  none  of  the  weakeft.  If  the  knowledgeof 
J  E  S  U  S  C  H  R I S  T,  fays  he,  fometimes  is  neceflary 
ibr  Salvation  5  and  if  God  defires  the  Salvation  of  all 
Men ;  why  has  he  fo  long  kept  us  in  ignorance  and 
error  ?  It  is  now  above  fixteen  Ages  fince  your  Religi¬ 
on,  the  only  way  men  have  to  obtain  Salvation,  has 
been  eftablifhed  in  the  World ;  we  knew  nothing  of  it 
here.  Is  China  fo  inconfiderable  as  not  to  deferve  to 
be  thought  of,  while  fo  many  barbarous  Nations  have 
beenenlightned? 

-The  Miffionaries  have  very  folidly  anfwered  this  ob¬ 
jection,  and  that  with  fo  good  a  Face  of  Reafbn,  as 
did  give  ample  fatisfa  Aion  to  the  Emperor.  I  do  riot 
here  tell  you,  Sir,  their  anfwer;  you  do  your  felf 
know  all  that  could  be  poffible  laid  thereto.  But  per¬ 
haps  it  will  not  be  tedious  to  you  to  let  you  know  that 
China  has  not  been  fo  much  neglefled  as  it  thinks.  We 
cannot  inform  our  felves  of  all  that  has  palled  in  this 
New  World,  fince  the  death  of  our  Saviour ;  for  the 
Cbinefe  Hiftories  feldom  fpeak  of  any  thing  but  what 
concerns  Political  Government.  Yet  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  would  be  fufficiently  juftified  in  this  point,  if  it 
had  a  fled  for  the  Salvation  of  China  no  more  than  has 
come  to  our  knowledge. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  St.  Thomas  preached  the  true 
Faith  in  the  Indies,  and  it  is  as  certain  that  the  Indians 
had  then  great  dealings  with  the  Chinefe ,  to  whom  al- 
moft  all  India  was  tributary.  It  is  therefore  very  pro¬ 
bable  that  this  Apoftle,  to  whom  the  care  of  this 
New  World  was  committed,  did  not  neglefl:  the  beft 
part  of  it,  which  was  then  as  much  diftinguifhed  a- 
Z  3  -  bove 
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bove  the  reft  of  the  Eaftern  part,  as  Italy  was  above 
the  Weftern  in  the  moft  flourilhing  condition  of  the 
Roman  Empire.  So  that  perhaps  he  himfelf  travel¬ 
led  there,  or  atleaft  lent  fome  of  his  Followers. 

This  Conje&ure  which  carries  its  own  Evidence 
with  it,  does  ftill  receive  confirmation,  from  what 
the  Cbinefe  Hiftories  relate  concerning  thofe  times. 
Their  Hiftory  fays  that  a  Man  came  into  China  and 
preach’d  Heavenly  Doftrine.  He  was  not  an  ordi¬ 
nary  Man,  adds  the  Hiftory,  his  Life,  his  Miracles, 
and  his  Virtues  made  him  admir'd  by  all  the  World. 
Furthermore  one  may  read  in  an  antient  Breviary  of 
the  Church  of  Malabar ,  wrote  in  Chaldee  thefe  words, 
which  are  in  the  Office  for  St.  Thomas’s  day.  It  was 
by  St.  Thomas’/  means  that  the  Chinefe  and  /Ethiopi¬ 
ans  were  converted  and  came  to  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Truth.  And  in  another  place,  It  was  by  St.  Thomas, 
that  is  to  lay,  by  the  preaching  of  St.  Thomas  that  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  went  into  the  Empire  of  China. 
And  in  an  Anthem  we  read  thefe  words  which  fol¬ 
low  :  The  Indies,  China,  Perfia.  Sec.  offer  up,  in  me-  . 
mory  of  St.  Thomas*  the  worjhip  due  to  thy  holy  Name. 
We  can’t  tell  what  Converfions  he  wrought  there, 
nor  how  long  Religion  flourilh’d ;  but  this  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  if  Religion  hath  not  been  kept  up  in  China' 
till  now,  the  Cbinefe  may  thank  themfelves,  who  by  a 
criminal  negleft  and  voluntary  ftubbornefs,  did  lo 
ealily  part  with  the  gift  of  God. 

Neither  is  this  the  only  time  wherein  our  Lord  hath 
vifitedthem.  Agreatwhile  after, thatis in  thefeventh 
Century,  a  Catholick  Patriarch  of  the  Indies  fent 
Miffionanes  thither,  who  preach’d  the  true  Religion 
with  good  fuccefs.  Altho  their  Hiftory  hath  men¬ 
tion’d  fomething  of  this,  yet  it  is  done  in  fo  few 
words,  and  info  carelels  and  obfeure  a  manner,  that 
we  Ihould  never  have'  had  the  happinefs  of  being 
throughly  acquainted  with  this  Million,  were  it  not 
for  an  Accident  which  happen’d' a  few  Years  ago, 

;  :  •'  which' 
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which  it  pleas’d  God  to  bring  about,  for  the  ftronger 
eftablilhing  the  Faith  in  this  great  Empire. 

In  the  Year  1615,  fome  Mafons  digging  near  SI- 
gan,  the  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Xcnfi,  found  a 
long  Table  of  Marble,  which  had  been  heretofore 
ereded  as  a  Monument  in  the  manner  they  build 
them  in  China,  and  which  time  had  buiied  in  the 
ruins  of  fome  Building,  or  had  hid  in  the  Ground,  fb 
that  no  remains  of  it  were  vifible.  This  Stone  which 
was  ten  foot  long  and  fix  foot  broad,  was  .very  nicely 
examin’d,  the  more  for  this  reafon,  becaufe  on  the 
top  of  it  there  was  a  large  Crofs  handfomly  grav’d, 
below  which  was  a  long  difcourfe  in  Chineft  Cha¬ 
racters,  and  other  Letters  which  the  Cbincfe  did  not 
underhand ;  they  were  Syriack  Characters.  The 
Emperor  had  notice  of  it,  and  had  a  Copy  of  it  lent 
him,  and  did  command  that  the  Monument  (hould 
be  carefully  kept  in  a  Pagode  * , 
where  it  now  is,  about  a  mile  from  *  An  idols  Temple. 
Sigan.  The  fubftance  of  the  Infcrj- 
ption  on  the  Table  is  as  follows. 

‘  There  is  a  firft  principle  of  all  things,  of  a  fpiritu- 
'  al  and  intelligent  Nature,  who  created  all  things  out 
‘  of  Nothing,  and  who  fubfifts  in  three  Perfbns.  At 
‘  Man’s  Creation  he  endu’d  him  with  original  Juftice, 
'made  him  King  of  theUniverfe,  and  mafterofhis 
‘  own  Paflions ;  but  the  Devil  drawing  him  into  Tern- 
'  ptation,  corrupted  his  mind,  and  difturh’d  the  inward 
‘  peace  and  innocence  of  his  heart.  Hence  {prang  all 
'thofe  misfortunes  which  overwhelm  human  kind, 

‘  and  all  thofe  different  Fadions  into  which  we  arc 
'  crumbl’d. 

'Mankind,  who  fin ce  that  fatal  fall  did  always 
‘  walk  in  Darknefs,  would  never  have  found  out  the 
‘  path  of  Truth,  if  one  of  thefe  three  Perfons  of  the 
'  Divinity  had  not  taken  upon  him  the  Nature  of 
‘  Man,  which  Man  we  call  the  Mejjta.  An  Angel 
"proclaim’d  his  coming,  andlome  time ’after  he ‘was 
Zi  4  "  ‘born 
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‘  born  of  a  Virgin  in  Judea.  This  miraculous  Birth  was 
'  fet  forth  by  a  new  Star  in  the  Heavens.  Some  Kings 

*  who  obferv’d  the  Star, came  and  offer’d  Prefents  to  the 

*  Divine  Infant,  that  fo  the  Law  and  Predictions  of  the 
‘  twenty  four  Prophets  might  be  accomplilh’d. 

*  He  govern’d  the  World  by  inftituting  a  very  plain, 

'  fpiritual  and  Heavenly  Law.  Heeftablilht  eight  Bea- 
‘  titudes.  He  endeavour’d  to  diffwade  men  from  fetting 
‘  their  hearts  on  the  good  things  of  this  World,  in  order 

*  to  fix  in  them  a  love  of  thofe  good  things  which  will 
f  never  fail.  He  fet  forth  the  beautifulnefs  of  the  three 
'  principal  Virtues.  He  fet  open  the  gates  of  Heaven  to 
'  the  Juft,  to  which  place  he  himfelf  afcended  at  mid- 
cday,leaving  on  Earth  twenty  feven  Books  of  his  Do- 
‘  Corine,  proper  For  the  Converfion  of  the  World. 

‘  Heinftituted  Baptifm  for  the  walhing  away  Sin, 
c  and  laid  down  his  Life  on  the  Crofs  for  all  Men 
'  without  exception.  His  Minifters  cut  not  off  their 

*  Beards,  but  have  their  Heads  fhav’d,  excepting  a 
'  circle  of  Hair  which  they  leave  on.  They  have  no 
‘  Servants,  for  they  make  themfelves  fuperior  to  none, 

*  whether  in  the  height  of  Profperityor  in  the  depth 
‘  of  Affliction.  Inftead'  of  heaping  up  Riches  they 
‘  willingly  impart  their  little  all  to  thole  who  are  in. 
'  want.  -  They  Faff  both  for  mordficationofthem- 
‘felvfe/and  in  obfervance  of  the  Laws.  They  re¬ 
ference 'their  Superiors  and  honour  all  good  men. 
‘  they  pray  feven  times  a  day  for  the  Dead  and  the 
‘Living.  They 'offer  Sacrifice  every  Week,  to  purge 
r  them  rrotn  their  Sins,  and  topurifie  their  Hearts. 

‘  Even  Kings  who  follow  not  this  Law,  whatloe- 
‘  ver  they  do,  can  never  make  themfelves  truly  cfti- 
f  mable  among  Men.  In  the  Reign  of  Tai  t f  ount,  a 
‘moff:  wile  and  honour’d  Prince,  Olopoiien  coming 
‘  from  Judea,  after  a.  long  courle  of  dangers  by  Sea 
‘and  by  Land,  at  laft  arriv’d  at  China  in  the  Year  of 
‘our  Lord  6;  6.  The  Emperor  having  notice  of  it, 
j  leht  a  C olao  to  meet  him  in  the  Suburbs  of  the  Im- 
. .  *  nerial 
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'  perial  City ;  with  Orders  to  conduct  him  to  the  Pa- 
‘  lace.  When  he  came  there  his  Law  was  examined, 

‘  and  the  truth  of  it  acknowledged ;  fo  that  the 
‘  Emperor  in  favour  of  him  made  the  following  Edid. 

‘No  particular  Name  comprehends  the  true  Law, 

‘  neither  are  the  Saints  fixed  to  one  place ;  they  are 
‘  fcattered  thro’  the  whole  World,  that  they  may  be 
‘univerfally  uleful.  A.  Man  of  Judea,  of  exempla- 
'  ry  Vertue  is  arrived  at  our  Court :  We  have  exami- 
•  ned  his  Do&rine,  and  found  it  admirable,  with  no 
'mixture  of  Pride,  and  built  upon  thofe Principles 
‘which  fuppofe  the  World  had  a  beginning.  This 
‘  Law  teaches  the  way  of  Salvation,  and  cannot  but 
‘be  extreamly  ufeful  to  all  our  Subjects,  I  therefore 
‘judge  it  neceifary  that  it  be  taught  them.  After- 
‘  wards  he  commanded  that  a  Church  Ihould  be  built, 
‘and  .nominated  one  and  twenty  Perfons  to  lerve’ 
‘that  Cure. 

'Kao,  the  Son  of  Taifoum ,  fucceeded  him  in  the 
'Year  651,  and  endeavour  to  make  that  Religion 
‘  flourifh  which  his  Father  had  received.  He  highly 
‘honoured  theBilhop  of  Qlofwn ,  and  built  in  all  the 
‘Provinces  Churches  for  the  true  God.  So  that 
‘the  Bonzes  fome  Years  after  being  alarm’d  at  the 
‘  progrels  which  Chriftianity  had  made,  uled  all  means 
‘to  flop  the  courle  of  it. 

‘  The  Perfecution  was  great,  and  the  number  of  the 
‘fathful  grew  finall,  when  our  Lord  railed  up  two 
‘  Perfons  of  extraordinary  Zeal,  who  defended  the 
'  Faith  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  in  a  little  time  it 
'  recovered  its  former  luftre.  The  Emperor  on  his  part 
‘  ftrove  to  confirm  it  more  and  more ;  even  fo  far  as 
‘to  command  five  Kings  to  go  to  Church,  and  pro- 
‘  ftrate  themfelves  before  the  Altar,  and  to  ereft 
‘other  Churches  in  feveral  Towns  to  the  Honour  of 
‘  the  God  of  the  Chriftians.  Thus  the  Foundation, 
‘  Ihook  by  the  ftruggle  which  the  Bonzes  made,  be- 
‘  came  more  folid  and  better  fixed  than  ever. 


'  In  the  mean  while  the  Prince  himfelf  continued 
‘  to  give  great  figns  of  his  Piety;  he  made  the  Pi- 
f  Aures  of  his  Predeceflors  be  carried  to  Church;  ‘  he 
5  offered  himfelf  an  hundred  pieces  of  Silk  upon  the 
‘Altars;  paying  mighty  refpeA  to  Ki-bo,  a  Miffio- 

*  nary  newly  arrived  out  of  Judea,  and  all  his  life 
'time  omitted  nothing  that  was  neceflary  for  the 
‘  propagating  of  theGofpel  in  his  Dominions.  Ven- 
4  min  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  year  *557.  inherited 
‘  his  Vertue  as  well  as  Crown.  He  built  five  Churches. 
'  He  was  famous  for  his  other  greater  Qualities  as  well 

*  as  for  his  care  of  Religion. 

‘  The  following  Emperors  confirmed  Chriftianity 
‘  by  their  Edi  As  and  Examples.  We  can  pray  for  them 
‘  without  fearing  that  our  Prayers  will  not  be  heard, 
‘  for  they  were  humble  and  peaceable ;  they  bore  with 

*  the  faults  of  their  Neighbours;  and  did  good  to  all 

*  forts  of  Men.  Which  is  the  true  CharaAer  of  Chri- 

*  ftianity,  and  is  the  true  way  to  make  Peace  and 
'  Plenty  flow  into  the  greateft  Kingdom. 

‘  Others  of  them  were  exercifed  in  the  Works  of 
‘  the  brighteft  Charity.  The  Emperor  So-ipum  of- 
‘feredatthe  Alter,  and  built  Churches;  befides  he 
4  affembled  together  the  Priefts  of  four  Churches,  and 
‘  for  forty  days  he  ferved  them  himfelf  with  great  re- 
'  fpeA ;  he  fed  the  Poor,  cloathed  the  Naked,  healed 

*  the  Sick,  and  buried  the  Dead.  It  is  to  keep  up  the 
4  memory  of  their  great  AAions,  and  to  let  Pofterity 
1  know  the  prefent  State  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  here, 

‘  that  we  have  ereAed  this  Monument  in  the  year  78a. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  faithful  Epitomy  of  what  is  remark¬ 
able  in  this  famous  remain  of  Cbinefe  Antiquity.  The 
Bonzes  who  kept  it  in  one  of  their  Temples  near  Si- 
gan,  have  ereAed  overagainft  it,  a  long  Table  of 
Marble  every  way  likejit,  with  Encomiums  upon  the 
Gods  of  the  Country,  todiminilh  as  much  as  they  can 
the  glory  which  the  Chriftian  Religion  receives  from 
thence.  The  Chronicle  of  C bm  confirms  by  thf 
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Order  and  Succeffion  of  the  Emperors  what  the 
Monuments  fays  of  it ;  but  I  am  apt  to  think  that  the 
Vertues  of  thofe  Emperors  mentioned  therein  are  ex¬ 
alted  top  much,  fomeof  whom  in  Hiftory  are  (aid  to 
have  done  as  much  for  Paganifm,  as  this,  fays  they, 
did  for  Chriftianity.  However  that  be,  it  is  a  plain 
teftimony  that  the  Faith  was  preached  there  and  re¬ 
ceived  hy  a  great  many  perfons.  It  flourifhed  there 
at  leaf!  an  hundred  fourfcore  and  fix  years,  and  per¬ 
haps  much  longer,  for  we  have  no  account  of  its 
failure,  for  the  very  memory  of  it  was  loft  5  and  when 
the  new  Miffionaries  of  our  Society  came  thither, 
they  found  no  fign  or  footftep  of  it.  . 

It  was  in  the  year  1552.  that  Saint  Xavier  went 
thither  in  hopes  to  add  this  new  Conqueft  to  the 
Kingdom  of  JESUS  CHRIST.  It  feemed  that  that 
great  Man  had  made  but  an  aflay  in  the  Indies,  and  if 
I  may  ufe  the  expreflion,had  but  ferved  an  Apprentice- 
ftiip  to  that  Zeal,  which  he  would  be  perfed  Mafter 
aim  China.  And  Purely  Mofes  never  had  a  more  ar¬ 
dent  defire  to  enter  into  the  Holy  Land,  to  gather 
with  his  People  the  Temporal  Riches  of  that  Country, 
than  this  Apoftle  longed  to  carry  into  this  new  World 
the  Treafures  of  the  Gofpel.  Both  one  and  t’other 
dyed  by  the  Providence  of  God,  in  a  time  when  their 
long  Voyages  and  infinite  Labours  feemed  anfwered 
hy  a  great  probaility  offuccefs. 

The  Scripture  tells  us,  Mofes’s  death  was  a  punifh- 
ment  to  him  for  his  lack  of  Faith ;  St.  Xavier's  feems 
to  be  a  reward  for  the  abundance  of  his.  God  had  a 
mind  to  reward  his  Zeal,  his  Labours,  and  his  Cha¬ 
rity  ;  and  was  willing  to  defer  for  a  time  that  torrent 
of  Mercy  which  hedefigned  for  the  Empire  of  China, 
that  he  might  reward  his  Servant  with  that  Glory, 
which  he  had  procured  for  fa  many  Nations.  He 
dyed  in  the  Ifle  of  Sancbeu,  or  as  we  fpeak  it  Sand- 
%  under  the  Jurifdi&ion  of  the  Province  of  Can- 
'»» ;  it  is  well  known  that  he  lay  in  the  ground  feveral 
months 
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months,  all  which  time  God  preferved  him  from  the 
ufual  Corruption,  from  hence  he  was  carried  to  Goa , 
where  from  that  time  he  hath  been  honoured  as 
the  Proteftor  of  that  place,  and  the  Apoftle  of  the 
Eaft. 

The  touch  of  his  Body  Confecrated  the  place  of  his 
burial.  That  Ifland  became  not  only  a  famous  place, 
but  alfo  an  Holy  Land,  even  the  Heathen  honoured 
it,  and  fled  thither  as  to  a  City  of  Refuge.  In  the 
mean  time  Pirates  haunted  thole  Coafts,  that  no 
Veflel  dared  to  go  thereabouts,  lo  that  the  place 
where  this  Sacred  Tomb  lay,  was  quite  unknown  to 
the  Europeans ,  and  it  is  but  a  little  while  ago  that  they 
difcovered  it  by  a  particular  accident. . 

In  the  Year  1688.  a  Portuguese  Veflel  which  com¬ 
ing  from  Goa ,  had  on  Board  theGovernour  of  Macao, 
was  feized  by  a  fudden  guft  of  Wind,  and  forced  to 
let  the  Ship  drive  towards  thefe  Iflands  do  what  they 
could.  They  call  Anchor  between  the  Ifles  of  San- 
ciam  and  Lampacao,  which  were  lo  near  one  another, 
as  to  make  a  kind  of  Haven.  Contrary  Winds  con¬ 
tinuing  eight  days,  gave  Father  Caroccio  a  Jefuit,  who 
was  on  Board,  an  opportunity  of  fatisfying  his  de¬ 
vout  refolutions.  He  went  on  Ihoar,  and  was  re- 
folved  in  fpight  of  Danger  to  go  in  fearch  of  the 
Saints  Tomb.  The  Pilot  and  moil  part  of  the  Sailors 
followed  him,  they  learched  the  whole  Ifland  but  to 
no  purpole. 

At  laft  a  C binefe,  an  Inhabitant  of  the  place, 
imagining  with  himlelf  what  it  was  which  they  fo 
ardently  fought  after,  undertook  to  guide  them,  and 
led  them  to  a  place  which  all  the  Inhabitants  reve¬ 
renced,  and  wherehe  himlelf  began  to  perform  A<fti 
ons  and  Geftures  of  Piety.  The  Father  who  could  noi 
underftand  him,  began  to  fearch  about  for  fomefign 
or  mark  of  the  Sepulchre,  and  found  at  laft  a  Stone 
five  Cubits  long,  and  three  broad,  upon  which  was  cu 
thefe  words  in  Latin ,  Portuguefa  Ch  'mefe  and  Japan 
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nefe,  Here  Xavier  a  Man  truly  Apofielical  was  Timed- 
Then  they  all  fell  on  their  Knees,  and  did  with  De¬ 
votions  kils  that  earth,  which  the  tears  and  the  laft 
Groans  of  that  Apoftle  had  fan&ified.  The  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  place  came  in  and  followed  the  Example 
of  the  Vcrtuguefe  :  even  the  Evglifh,  for  one  of  their 
Veflels  came  to  an  Anchor  in  the  fame  place,  came 
thither  to  honour  the  Saint,  and  prayed  a  great  while 
at  his  Tomb.  Father  Cariccio  fomc  time  after  faid 
Mafsinhis  Tontifcahbus ,  while  the  two  Veflels,  the 
Englijb  and  Pomguefe ,  did  feveral  times  difcharge 
their  Artillery,  and  gave  marks  of  their  common  joy. 

Laftly,  to  preferve  the  memory  of  that  holy  place, 
they  refolved  to  build  a  good  fquare  Wall  all  round  the 
Tomb,  and  to  dig  a  Ditch  to  lecure  it  from  all  Inun¬ 
dations.  In  the  midft  between  thele  Walls  they  railed 
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the  Stone  which  they  found  overturned,  and  built  an 
Altar,  as  a  Memorial  of  the  auguft  Sacrifice  of  the 
Eucharift  which  had  been  offered  up  there,  which 
might  alio  ferve  to  Celebrate  it  upon  again,  if  either 
Accident  or  Devotion  fhould  carry  the  Minifters  of 
JESUS  CHRIST  thither  any  more.  The  People 
of  the  place  did  them  Pelves  affift  toward  the  carrying 
on  this  little  work,  and  fiiewed  as  much  Zeal  for  the 
honour  of  the  Saint  as  the  Chriftians  did. 

This  place  is  of  it  felf very  pleafanc.  You  fee  there 
afmall  Plain  extended  from  the  bottom  of  a  Hill,  on 
one  fide  of  which  is  a  Wood,  oh  the  other  are  Gardens 
Cultivated  ;  a  Rivulet  which  turns  and  twines  about, 
renders  the  ifland  very  Fertile.  It  is  not  uninhabited, 
asfome  have  wrote,  there  are  feventeen  Villages  in  it, 
The  Land  is  manured,  even  the  very  Mountains,  and 
the  Inhabitants  are  fo  far  from  wanting  the  neceffaries 
of  Life,  that  the  growth  of  their  Ifland  is  enough  to  car¬ 
ry  on  fuch  Commerce  as  yields  them  a  moderate  plenty. 

You  will  eafily  pardon  me,  Sir,  for  this  ihort  di- 
greflion  concerning  St.  Francis  Xavier.  A  Miffiona¬ 
ry  can’t  1'peak  of  him  without  being  naturally  in¬ 
clined  to  enlarge  about  every  thing  that  concerns 
this  great  Man.  It  was  he  who  fettled  upon  a  folid 
Foundation  all  the  Millions  into  the  Indies.,  and  who, 
in  tbeiaft  Years  ofhisLile,  encouraged  his  Brethren 
to  enteprize  the  great  Defign  of  the  Converfion  of 
China.  His  Zeal  paljfed  into  their  minds  and  hearts, 
and  tho’ every  body  but  Xavier  thought  it  impoffible 
that  theDefign  Ihould  take  effedt,  the  Fathers,  Reger 
Pafio,  and  Rica,  all  ihks  halians,  did  refolve  to  fpend 
all  their  pains,  and  if  it  were  neceffary,  all  their  blood 
in  this  great  Work. 

The  Difficulties  which  the  Devil  raifed,  did  not 
difeourage  them.  They  entred  one  after  the  other 
into  theSouthern  Province?.  The  Novelty  of  their 
EtotSrine  brought  them  Auditors,  and  the  Sandfity 
of  their  Lives  made  thefe  Auditors  have  a  favourable 
opinion 
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opinion  of  them.  At  firft  they  heard  them  with 
Pleasure,  and  afterwards  with  Admiration.  Father 
Ricci  above  all  diltinguilhed  him  (elf  by  his  Zeal  and 
Undemanding.  For  he  was  thoroughly  inftrufted 
in  the  Cuftoms,  the  Religion,  Laws,  and  Ceremo¬ 
nies  of  the  Country ,  all  which  he  had  ftudied  a 
long  time  before  at  Macao.  He  fpoke  theic  Language 
fluently,  and  underftood  their  Writings  perfectly; 
this  was  joyned  to  a  fweet,  eafie,  complaifant  tem¬ 
per,  and  a  certain  infinuating  behaviour,  which 
none  but  hirafelf  had,  which  it  was  hard  to  refill ; 
but  above  all,  an  ardour  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  m- 
ftils  into  the  Workmen  of  the  Lords  Harveft  5  all 
this,  I  fay,  got  him  the  repute  of  a  great  Man  and 
an  Apoftle. 

Not  but  that  he  met  with  a  great  many  rubs  in  the 
work  of  God.  The  Devil  overthrew  his  Defigns 
more  than  once.  He  had  the  Superftition  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  the  Jealoufie  of  the  Bonzes,  and  the  ill  humour 
of  the  Mandarins  to  deal  with  ;  all  which  violently 
oppofed  what  he  was  about  to  eftablilh.  Yet  he  ne¬ 
ver  gave  over,  and  God  gave  him  Perfeverance,  a 
Vertue  very  neceflary  in  the  beginning  fuch  Enterpn- 
lesasthele,  which  always  meet  with  oppofition,  and 
which  men  of  the  bell  intentions  in  the  World  fame- 
times  let  fall,  dilcouraged  for  want  of  prefent  fuccefs 
to  fortifie  them  in  the  profecution  of  their  Delign. 

Father  Rim,  after  many  Years  f  uitlefs  labour,  had 
at  laft  the  comfort  of  feeing  the  Golpel  flourjfh.  He 
made  many  and  mighty  Converfions  in  the  Pro¬ 
vinces.  The  Mandarins  themfelves  opened  their  eyes 
to  the  light  of  our  holy  Fkith,  which  our  Mtffionary 
.carried  even  almoft  as  far  as  to  the  Court.  The  Em¬ 
peror  Vanli  then  reigning,  received  him  with  great 
marks  of  Refpedt  and  Kmdnels :  and  among  divers 
European  Cunofities  which  the  Father  prefenced  to 
him,  he  was  lb  taken  with  fome  Piftures  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour  and  the  Virgin  Mary,  that  he  ordered  them  to 
te 
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be  let  up  in  an  high  place  in  his  Palace,  as  things 
to  which  he  would  have  a  refpeft  Ihewn. 

This  kind  Welcome  from  the  Emperour,  gained 
him  the  Good- will  of  all  the  Lords  at  Court ;  and  in 
fpightof  the  oppohtion  of  (ome  Magiftrates,  who 
according  to  their  cuftom,  could  never  deal  hand, 
fomly  by  a  Stranger,  he  bought  an  Houfe  at  Pekin, 
and  gain’d  fuch  a  Foundation  and  Eftablilhment 
there,  as  hath  been  fince  the  lupport  of  all  the  Mil- 
lions  into  this  Empire. 

Religion  was  by  this  means  known  (  and  without 
it  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to  have  lupported  it ) 
thus  it  came  into  efteem,  and  was  preached  by  the 
new  Miffionaries,  who  made  great  advantage  of  Fa¬ 
ther  Ricci's  firft  Labours.  The  Court  and  all  the 
Provinces  relounded  every  where  with 
■)  Jehovah.  that  adorable  Name  1 ,  which  the  Jews 
heretofore,  thro’  the  refpeft  they  bore  to 
it,  never  fo  much  as  pronounced  to  their  Prolelites, 
and  which  the  new-converted  Chincfe  named  to  their 
Country  men  with  a  refpecl  yet  greater.  For  the 
European  Workmen  being  but  few,  gave  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  feveral  Mandarins  to  Preach  the  Gofpel,  and 
there  were  fome  of  them  who  by  their  Zeal  and  Un' 
demanding  promoted  the  Affairs  of  Religion  as 
much  as  the  mold  fervent  Miffionaries 

It  is  true  that  thefe  SuccefTes  were  fbmetime  after 
interrupted ;  lor  it  is  the  Character  of  Truth,  that 
it  makes  it  lelf  Enemies,  and  the  lot  of  the  Chrifti- 
an  Religion  always  to  be  perfecuted.-  Providence 
being  delirous  to  try  the  Fidelity  of  thefe  new  Chri- 
ftians,  and  to  re-inflame  the  Zeal  of  their  Minifters, 
permitted  the  Idol  Priefts  to  oppofe  the  preaching  of 
the  Gofpel.  So  that  it  very  near  came  to  pafs,  that 
a  Cabal  of  fome  Bonx.es,  fupported  by  feveral  Man 
darins,  had  by  the  deftru&ion  of  Father  Ricci  over 
thrown  in  one  minute  th;  Work  of  leveral  Years. 

Bu 
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But  the  greateft  Danger  to  this  Holy  Man  and  his 
Million,  came  from  his  own  Brethren,  I  mean  the 
European  Chriftians  Some  P ortuguefe  of  Macao  in- 
cenled  againft  the  Jefuits,  refolved  to  deftroy  them 
in  China ,  altho’  with  them  they  deftroyed  the  Chri* 
Ilian  Religion  there.  They  could  not  but  know 
what  the  Holy  Intentions  of  thole  Fathers  were  in 
going  thither,  yet  they  accufed  them  as  Spies,  Who  . 
under  pretence  of  preaching  the  Gofpel,  lecr'etly 
managed  aConfpiracy,  and  had  a  defignto  feize up¬ 
on  China  by  the  force  and  affiftanceof  the  Japonneje, 
Hollanders,  and  Chriftians  of  that  Country. 

It  muft  needs  be  a  great  amazement  to  any  one, 
who  obferves  the  Rage  and  Bitternels  of  thefe  falfe 
Brethren,  who  altho’  engaged  by  their  Religion  to 
propagate  the  work  of  God  even  with  the  lofs  of  theic 
Lives,  were  yet  refolved  to  deffroy  it  by  luch  vile  and 
falfe  Afperlions. 

This  Ridiculous  Story  which  was  let  forth  with 
Heat  and  Violence,  and  built  upon  lome  Circum- 
flances  which  carried  lome  IheW  of  Truth,  eafily 
found  credit  among  the  Chinefe,  naturally  exceflive- 
lySulpicious,  and  very  well  fatisfied  by  a  long  expe¬ 
rience  that  the  leaft  Commotions  or  Rebellion  might 
bring  the  moft  powerful  Empires  to  ruin. 

!  The  Perfecution  was  very  fharp,  the  weak  Chri* 
lliaitf  were  fcandalized,  and  did  Apoftatize  from 
the  Faith.  Father  Martinez  was  taken  up,  impri- 
!  foned,  and  baftinado’d,  till  at  length  he  died  thro’ 
his  Torments :  and  if  this  Accufation  of  the  Chriftians 
had  ever  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Court,  it  is  very 
probable  it  would  have  been  the  utter  overthrow  of 
Chriftianity  here.  But  our  Lord  flopp’d  the  growing 
Evil  in  its  bud,  and  by  the  means  of  a  Mandarin  a  par¬ 
ticular  Friend  of  Father  Ricci  give  Peace  to  the  Million 
and  Liberty  to  the  Evangelical  Workmen. 

After  having  furmounted  ai  great  many  Oblhdes 
bf  this  nature  and  preached  the  Golpel  to  an  inn? 

A  x  am 
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nite  number  of  People,  this  fervent  Miffionary  died, 
The  Heathens  judged  him  the  wifeft  and  mofi:  un¬ 
demanding  Man  of  his  Age,  the  Chriftians  loved 
him  as  their  Father,  and  the  Preachers  of  the  Golpel 
made  him  a  Model  whereby  to  form  themlelves.  He 
had  the  fatisfadHon  of  dying  in  the  midft  of  a  plen¬ 
tiful  Harveft  i  but  was  difturbed  that  there  were  fo 
,  few  Workmen  to  get  it  in.  So  that  he  recommended 
nothing  more  earneftly  to  his  Brethren  who  affifted 
him  in  his  laft  Sicknefs,  than  to  receive  with  all  ima¬ 
ginable  Joy  and  Comfort  all  thofe  who  Ihould  come 
to  partake  of  their  Labours.  If  they  find,  fays  he  to 
them,  when  they  arrive  here  Crofles  fiom  the  Em¬ 
mies  of  Cbrifiianity,  do  you  fweeten  the  kitternefs  of 
them,  by  demon  fir atiems  of  the  mofi  tender  Friendfhip, 
ansi  mofi  inflamed  Charity. 

The  Churches  of  China,  of  which  he  was  the  main 
fupport,  were  fhaken  by  his  Fall ;  for  altbo’  the  Em¬ 
peror  for  fome  Years  afterward  ihewed  himfelf  fome- 
what  favourable  to  the  Chriftian  Religion,  yet  in  1 6 1 J. 
there  arofe  againft  it  the  cruelleftTempeft  that  it  had 
ever  yet  fuffered.  It  was  occafioned  by  one  of  the 
principal  Mandarins  of  Nankim*.  They 
*  Cbinlifo.  chiefly  fee  upon  the  Pallors,  thereby  the 
eafier  to  difperfe  the  Flock.  Some  were 
cruelly  beaten,  others  banilhed,  almoft  all  imprifon- 
ed  and  carried  afterwards  to  Macao ,  after  having  the 
honour  of  fufFering  a  thoufand  Injuries  and  Reproa¬ 
ches  for  the  love  of  J  ESUS  CHRIST. 

TheTempeftlafted  near  fix  Years;  but  at  laft  the 
Perfecutor  being  himfelf  accufed,  was  by  God’s  Judg¬ 
ment  deprived  both  of  his  Offices  and  alfo  of  hi> 
Life.  His  Death  gave  the  Chriftians  fome  refpite, 
who  after  that  multiplied  more  than  ever,  thro’  the 
labours  of  a  great  many  Miffionaries.  ft 
*  i*3i.  was  about  this  time  *  that  the  Right  Revfr 
rend  Fathers  of  the  Order  of  St.  Domini 
joyned  with  us  $  many  of  whom  do  at  this  tiro: 

.  laboil 
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labour  in  China  with  a  great  deal  of  Zeal  and  Sue- 
cefs. 

About  this  time  Father  Adam  Scbaal  a  German,  ap¬ 
peared  at  Court,  and  added  a  new  Luftre  to  Chriftia- 
nity  which  had  but  newly  fprang  up  again.  He  was 
perfectly  skilled  in  Mathematicks,  and  made  ule  of  his 
knowledge  therein  to  obtain  the  Emperor’s  kindnels ; 
he  was  in  a  little  time  fb  highly  in  the  Emperor’s 
Favour,  that  he  thought  he  Ihoula  be  able  by  his  own 
Intereft  alone  to  Eftablilh  the  Chriftian  Religion 
folidly.  He  began  to  make  ufe  of  his  Intereft  with 
goodSuccefs,  when  an  Infurreftion  over-turned  the 
whole  Government, and  with  it  all  his  promifing  hopes. 

This  great  State  whole  Power  feemed  to  be  enough 
tp  lecure  it  from  the  moft  violent  Shock  whatever, 
was  made  fenfible  than  that  there  is  nothing  conftant 
in  this  World.  Some  Robbers  being  met  together, 
by  the  accefs  of  multitudes  of  Male- contents  who  1 
joyned  them  formed  vaft  Armies :  they  burned  Towns 
and  plundered  whole  Provinces.  China  prefently 
changed  its  Afpeft,  and  from  the  moft  flouriihing 
Empire  became  the  Stage  for'the  moft  bloody  War. 
Never  were  there  feen  fo  many  Murthers  and  Bar¬ 
barities.  The  Emperor  being  furprifed  at  Pekin, 
ftrangled  himfelf  for  fear  of  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  Vidors.  The  Ufurper  was  foon  drove  out  of  the 
Throne  by  the  Tartars ,  who  feiz’d  upon  it.  The 
Princes  of  the  Blood  who  in  different  places  were 
proclaimed  Emperors ,  were  vanquilhed  or  killed. 
Then  all  the  Mandarins  role,  fome  declaring  for  Tar¬ 
tary,  others  for  Liberty :  others  only  carried  on  the 
Fighting  Trade,  in  hopes  to  make  their  private  For¬ 
tunes  from  the  publick  Ruin. 

Some  of  thole  laft  were  rather  Monfters  than  Men, 
who  giving  themfelves  to  all  that  Licentioulhels  which 
the  moft  inhumane  Cruelty  and  Barbarity  could 
prompt  them  to ,  made  whole  Provinces  delolate , 
and  Ihed  more  blood  to  fatislie  their  Brutality,  than 
A  a  %  th-? 
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the  rnoft  ambitious  Prince  in  the  World  would  for  the 
Conqueft  of  an  Empire. 

Religion,  which  groaned  amidft  thofe  Troubles, 
had  the  comfort  neverthelefs  of  feeing  many  great 
Perfons  converted ;  one  Emprefs  with  her  Son  were 
baptiledi  fcarCe  either  of  them  lived  after  their  re¬ 
ception  of  the  Faith,  the  Fruits  of  which  they  could 
not  enjoy  but  in  the  other  World,  taftly,  the  Tar- 
tan  by  their  Valour,  and  by  a  Conduit  equal  tothe 
Policy  of  antient  Rome,  made  themfelves  Matters  of 
Cbma,  and  in  a  few  Years  obliged  all  the  Provinces 
to  lubmit  to  a  foreign  Yoke. 

Then  we  thought  Religion’s  Cafe  defperate;  but 
God,  who  needs  not  the  affiftance  of  Men  when  he 
hath  a  mind  to  fupport  his  own  Woi  k,  infpired  on 
a  fudden  this  new  Prince  with  a  greater  attention  for 
the  Chriftian  Religion,  than  we  dared  hope  for  from 
the  Chinsfe  Emperors.  He  not  only  took  away 
the  Government  of  the  Mathematicks  from  the  Ma¬ 
hometans ,  which  they  had  pofTefled  for  ;oo  Years, 
and  gave  it  to  Father  Adam ;  but  by  a  (pedal  Pri¬ 
vilege  he  fuffered  that  Father  to  applv  himfelf  to  him 
immediately  in  all  things  which  concerned  the  Mifli- 
onaries,  without  firft  patting  thro’  the  Formalities  of 
the  Courts  of  Juftice,  who  are  very  fevere  to  Stran¬ 
gers.  This  fignal  Favour,  joined  with  many  others, 
ratted  up  the  Courage  of  the  Chriftians,  and  gave 
the  Heathens  greater  Liberty  to  dole  with  the  true 
Religion.  Many  Perfons  of  the  beft  Quality  at  Pekin 
defiredBaptifm ;  the  Provinces  follow’d  the  Example 
of  the  Court,  and  the  Harveft  became  fo  plentiful, 
that  the  Workmen  were  too  few  to  gather  it  in. 

Thofe  who  were  employed  therein,  laboured  with 
fuch  an  hearty  Zeal,  that  we  do  at  this  prefent  feel  the 
effects  of  it.  There  were  found  Perfons  of  Eminent 
Vertue,Prudence,and  Underffanding,whom  God  had 
formed  during  the  Troubles  and  Civil  Wars, and  which 
the  Spirit  of  the  Almighty  drew  out  of  the  Chaos,  like 
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fo  many  Stars,  to  /lied  forth  the  Light  of  the  Gofpel, 
unto  the  moll  hidden  partsof  this  vaft  Empire,  accom¬ 
panying  their  Preaching  with  Signs  and  Wonders. 

Among  thofe  extraordinary  Men,  Father  Faber , 
a  Frenchman ,  diftinguilhed  himfelf  above  the  reft. 

I  had  the  happinefs  to  tarry  fome  time  in  that  Pro¬ 
vince  which  was  allotted  to  his  Care;  and  I  have, 
after  fo  many  Years,  found  the  precious  remains 
there,  which  are  the  neceftary  confequences  of  Holi- 
nefs.  Thofe  who  were  Witnefles  of  his  Actions,  tell 
to  their  Children  the  Miracles  which  he  wrought  to 
confirm  them  in  their  Faith,  and  altho’  one  need  not 
believe  all  which  they  relate  of  him,  we  cannot  ne- 
verthelefs  deny  that  God  did  in  many  occasions  give 
an  extraordinary  concurrence  in  feveral  great  things 
which  he  enterprifed  for  his  Glory. 

It  is  worth  knowing  after  what  manner  he  founded 
the  Million  of  Hqnchum,  a  Town  of  the  firft  Rank  in 
Xenfi,  two  days  Journey  diftant  from  the  Capital.  He 
was  invited  thither  by  a  Mandarin ,  and  a  fmall  number 
of  Chriftians  which  he  found  there, made  him  the  more 
laborious  to  encreafe  their  number.  God  put  into  his 
hands  a  means  of  doing  this  rdjich  he  never  expe&ed. 
One  of  the  great  Boroughs,  which  in  China  areas  big 
as  the  Towns,  was  then  over-run  by  a  prodigious  mul¬ 
titude  of  Locufts,  which  eat  up  all  the  Leaves  of  the 
Trees,  and  gnawed  the  Grafs  to  the  very  Roots. 

The  Inhabitants,  after  having  ufed  all  imaginable 
means, thought  fit  to  apply  themlelves  to  Father  Faber t 
whole  Repute  was  every  where  talked  of.  The  Fa¬ 
ther  took  from  thence  an  occafion  to  explain  the 
principal  Myfteries  of  our  Faith,  and  added  that  if 
they  would  fubmit  themfelves  thereto,  they  fhould 
not  only  be  delivered  from  the  prefent  Plague,  but 
that  alfo  they  fhould  obtain  innumerable  Bleffings, 
and  eternal  Happinefs.  They  embraced  it  willingly, 
and  the  Father  to  keep  his  word  with  them,  marched 
in  Ceremony  intq  the  Highways  in  his  Stole  and  h  s 
A  a  3  Surplice; 
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Surplice ;  and  fprinkled  up  and  down  Holy- Water,, 
accompanying  his  Aftion  with  the  Prayers  of  the 
Church,  but  efpecially  with  a  lively  Faith.  God 
heard  the  Voice  of  his  Servant,  and  the  next  day  all 
the  Infects  dilappeared. 

But  the  People,  whole  minds  were  wholly  bent 
upon  the  things  of  this  World,  as  foon  as  they  faw 
themfelves  delivered,  neglefted  the  Counfel  which 
the  Miffionary  had  given  them.  They  were  there¬ 
fore  immediately  punilhed ,  and  the  Plague  grew 
worfe  than  it  was  before.  Then  they  accufed  one 
the  other  of  their  want  of  Faith;  they  ran  in  Crouds 
to  the  Father’s  Houfe,  and  calling  themlelves  at  his 
Feet :  we  will  not  rife  up  Father,  faid  they,  till  you 
have  pardoned  us.  We  confels  our  Fault,  and  pro- 
teft  that  if  you  will  a  lecond  time  deliver  us  from 
this  Affliction  with  which  Heaven  threatens  us,  the 
whole  Borough  will  immediately  acknowledge  your 
God,  who  alone  can  work  luch  great  Miracles. 

The  Father  to  increale  their  Faith,  made  them  beg 
a  great  while.  At  lad  infpired  as  before ;  he  lent  up 
his  Prayer,  and  fprinkled  his  Holy- Water,  and  by  the 
next  day  there  was  nor  ^  Infect -to  be  found  in  the 
Fields.  Then  the  whole  Borough  being  brought  over 
to  the  Truth,  followed  the  guidance  of  God’s  Holy 
Spirit;  they  were  all  inftru&ed  and  formed  into  a 
Church,  which,  tho’it  was  abandoned  for  Ibrne  years, 
is  Hill  reckoned  one  of  thedevouteft  Millions  in  China. 

They  fay  alfo  of  this  Father  that  he  has  been  car¬ 
ried  over  Rivers  thro’  the  Air,  that  they  have  feen 
him  in  an  extafie,  that  he  foretold  his  own  Death, 
and  did  leveral  other  luch  Wonders ;  but  the  greateft 
Miracle  of  all  was  his  Life,  which  he  fpent  in  the  con¬ 
tinual  exercife  of  all  the  Apoftolical  Vertues,  in  a 
profound  Humility,  in  a  levere  Mortification,  in  a 
fettled  Patience,  proof  againft  all  forts  of  Injuries, 
in  a  flaming  Chanty,  and  a  tender  Devotion  to  the 
Mother  of  God,  all  which  he  pratfifed  to  his  Death: 


of  the  Chriftm  Religion  in  China.  359 

to  the  Edification ,  and  I  may  fay  the  Admiration  even 
of  the  Idolaters. 

While  Chriftianity  fpread  its  Root  deep  through¬ 
out  the  Provinces,  it  flourilhed  every  day  more  and 
more  at  Pekin  >  the  Emperor  did  not  feem  far  from 
it.  He  came  often  to  our  Church,  and  did  there  a- 
dore  the  Divine  Majefty  in  fuch  an  humble  man¬ 
ner  as  Would  have  been  commendable  in  a  Chri- 
ftian. .  There  are  ftill  Writings  from  his  own  hand, 
wherein  he  acknowledges  the  beauty  and  the  purity 
of  our  Holy  Law ;  but  a  heart  let  upon  fenfual  plea- 
furescan  never  follow  the  Direftions  of  the  Spirit; 
When  Father  Mam  has  been  preffing  upon  him.  You 
are  laid  he,  in  the  right ,  But  how  can  you  expelt  that 
any  one  Jhould  he  able  to  prallife  all  thefe  Laws  ?  Take 
away  two  or  three  of  the  difjscultejt,  and  after  that  perhaps 
we  may  agree  to  the  refi.  Thus  this  young  Prince  di¬ 
vided  between  the  Voice  of  human  Nature  and  Grace, 
thought  that  we  might  favour  Nature  at  the  expence 
of  Religion ;  but  the  Father  gave  him  to  underhand, 
that  we  were  only  the  Publilhers,  not  the  Authors  of 
the  Gofpel.  Neverthelefs,  my  Lord,  fays  the  Fa¬ 
ther  to  him  one  day,  tho’  we,  propofe  to  the  corrupt 
World  a  body  of  Morals  which  furpafs  their  Forces  to 
comply  with,  and  Myfteries  which  are  above  their 
Reafon  to  comprehend,  we  do  not  from  thence  de- 
fpair  to  have  our  Do&rine  received ;  becaufe  we  do  it 
by  his  order,  who  can  enlighten  the  moft  darkned  Un- 
derftanding,  and  ftrengthen  the  moft  weak  Nature. 

Thefe  difficulties  which  the  Emperor  look’d  upon  as 
infuperable  did  not  take.any  thing  from  that  kindnels 
and  refped  which  he  bore  to  Father  Adam.  He  al¬ 
ways  called  him  his  Father,  placed  always  his  confi¬ 
dence  in  him :  he  made  him  twenty  Vifits  in  two 
years ;  and  gave  him  leave  to  build  two  Churches  in 
Pekin ;  and  ordered  thofe  which  in  the  Perfection 
had  been  demolilhed  in  the  Provinces  to  be  rebuilt ; 
nay,  granted  him  whatever  could  any  ways  contribute 
A  a  4  toward 
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toward  the  folideftablifhment  of the Faith, which  with  i 
out  doubt  would  have  made  an  infinite  progreft,  had 
not  a  violent  paffion  chang’d  the  temper  of that  Prince, 
and  took  him  away  from  us  at  a  time  when  we  had 
the  moll  need  ofa  Prote&ion :  we  may  juftly  fay  that 
his  Death  was  owing  to  an  extraordinary  Grief  for  the 
lofs  of  a  Concubine-  This  Woman,  whom  he  had 
taken  from  her  Husband,  inclined  him  to  the  worlhip 
of  falfe  Gods,  to  that  excefs,  that  he  was  wholly  altered 
from  what  he  was  before  as  to  his  Opinions  of  Reli¬ 
gion.  And  at  that  time  it  was  that  he  fell  lick, his  mind 
being  full  of  Notions  from  the  Bonzes, who  fwarmed  in 
his  Palace,  and  being  vehemently  tormented  by  his 
Paljon,  fo  that  he  could  not  get  a  moment’s  reft.  In 
tire  mean  while  as  he  loved  the  Father  extremely/o  was 
he  defirous  to  fee  him  once  more  before  he  died. 

At  this  laft  meeting  the  good  Miffionary’s  Bowels 
yern’d  upon  him.  He  was  kneeling  at  the  Prince’s 
Bed’s  feer,  whom  he  had  educated  as  ins  own  Son,  in 
hopes  one  day  to  make  him  Head  ol  the  true  Religion. 
He  law  him  there  under  the  load  of  a  violent  Diftem- 
per,difturbed  with  the  impure  defires  of  unlawful  Love, 
given  up  to  Idols  and  their  Priefts,  juft  upon  the  brink 
of  Death,  and  that  Death  an  eternal  one.  The  Em¬ 
peror,  who  faw  him  in  this  concern;  would  not  let  him 
fpeakupon  his  Knees;  but  railed  him  up,  and  heard 
his  laft  advice  with  fbmewhat  left  prejudice  againft  it 
thanufual;  ordered  him  afterward  a  PrefentofTea, 
and  difmifted  him  with  luch  marks  of  tendernefs  as 
touched  him  to  the  bottom  of  his  Soul,  of  which  he 
was  the  more  fenfible,  bscaufe  he  never  could  bring  it 
about,  to  work  in  him  a  true  Converfion. 

His  Death  was  equally  fatal  to  the  Bonzes,  who 
were  thereupon  driven  from  the  Palace,  and  to  the 
true  Religion  which  was  thereby  brought  within  a 
nails  breadth  of  Deftru&ion.  Many  Churches  built 
upon  the  Coails  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  were  de¬ 
stroyed  by  an  Edift  which  commanded  that  every 
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bo<3y  on  the  Coafts  fhould  retire  ten  or  eleven  Miles 
within  Land,  and  deftroy  all  Habitations  within  that 
compafs  all  round  the  Coafts,  becaule  a  famous  Pi¬ 
rate  made  ufe  of  them  in  carrying  on  a  War  againft 
the  Emperor.  They  were  alfo  juft  going  to  ruin  Ma¬ 
cao,  and  order  was  given  to  drive  the  Portuguefe  v 
thence,  when  Father  Adam  ufed  his  utmoft  effort 
to  fave  it.  At  this  time  his  Credit  and  Intereft, 
which  he  had  employed  fo  much  to  the  advantage 
of  Religion,  ended.  For  in  a  little  time  he  became 
the  objeft  of  the  moft  bloody  Perfection  that  ever 
the  Church  fuffered. 

The  four  Mandarins  who  had  the  Regency  duringr 
the  Emperors  minority,  moved  upon  different  To- 
picks,  and  efpecially  animated  againft  the  Chriftians, 
to  whom  this  Father  was  the  main  fupport,  put  him 
and  three  of  his  Companions  into  Prifon.  Other 
Preachers  of  the  Gofpel  were  fummoned  to  Pekin, 
who  met  with  the  fame  treatment,  and  were  loaded 
each  with  nine  Chains.  They  burned  their  Books, 
their  Beads,  and  Medals,  and  whatever  elfe  carried 
the  Face  of  Religion;  neverthelefs  they  fpared  the 
Churches ;  as  for  the  Chriftian  Flock  they  met  with 
a  more  mild  ufage. 

Thofe  famous  ConfefTors  had  the  honour  to  be 
dragged  before  all  the  Seats  of  Judgment.  There  it 
was  that  their  Enemies  did  admire  their  Courage. 
But  they  were  above  all  moved  by  the  miferable  con¬ 
dition  of  Father  Adam.  That  Venerable  old  Man, 
who  but  a  day  or  two  before  was  the  Oracle  of  the 
Court,  and  the  Favourite  of  a  great  Emperor,  now 
appeared  in  the  form  of  a  Slave,  loaded  with  Chains, 
and  opprefled  with  Infirmities,  dejefted  by  the  weight 
and  burthen  of  Age,  but  much  more  by  that  of  calum¬ 
ny  which  laboured  to  blemilh  his  Innocence.  He  had 
a  fort  of  Gatarrhe  which  hindered  him  from  making 
his  defence;  but  Father  Verb'ujl  foriookhim  not,  and 
anfwered  for  him,  to  his  Enemies,  in  fo  fenfible  a 
manner, 
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manner,  that  the  Judges  could  not  enough  admire 
the  Conftancy  of  the  Perfon  accufed,  nor  the  heroi- 
cal  Charity  of  the  Perfon  who  defended  him.  How-  • 
ever  as  innocent  as  he  was,  he  was  condemned  to  be 
ftrangled,  which  is  in  China  an  honourable  kind  of 
Death;  but  afterwards,  as  tho’  they  repented  that 
they  had  not  been  unjuft  enough,  they  repealed  the 
Sentence,  and  gave  another,  wherein  the  Father 
was  condemned  to  be  publickly  expofed  in  the  Mar¬ 
ket-place,  and  be  hacked  alive  into  ten  thoufand 
pieces. 

The  Supreme  Court  lent  the  Sentence  to  the  Re¬ 
gency,  and  to  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  to  have  it  con¬ 
firmed;  but  God  who  had  till  then  feemed  to  have 
rehnquifhed  his  Servant,  began  to  fpeak  in  favour  of 
his  Caufe  by  a  terrible  Earthquake.  The  whole  Land 
were  confounded  at  this  Prodigy.  Every  body  ex¬ 
claimed  that  Heaven  itfelf  would  puniih  the  injuftice 
of  the  Magiftrates;  who  therefore  to  appeafe  the 
People  opened  all  the  Prifonsin  the  Town,  and  made 
an  Aft  of  Oblivion  for  all  Criminals,  excepting  the 
Confeffors  of  JESUS  CHRIST  who  wereftill  kept 
in  Chains,  as  tho’  they,  had  been  the  only  Victims 
for  whom  Heaven  had  no  concern. 

But  becaufe  there  appeared  divers  Prodigies,  and  in 
particular  fire  confirmed  great  part  of  the  Court  of 
Juftice,  at  laft  fear  obtained  that  from  thefe  unrighte¬ 
ous  Judges,  which  innocence  could  not.  They  fet  Fa¬ 
ther  Adam  at  liberty,  and  permitted  him  to  go  home 
to  his  Houfe,  till  the  Emperor  Ihould  other  wife  difpofe 
of  him.  This  great  Man  blemifhed,  indeed  to  out¬ 
ward  appearance,  by  an  ignominious  Sentence  which 
was  never  repealed  ;  but  in  truth  full  of  glory,  fot 
having  defended  the  Honour  of  Religion  by  expofing 
his  own  life,  dyed  a  little  while  after,  worn  away 
the  toil  of  an  Apoftolical  life,  but  more  by  the  hard 
jhips  and  inconveniences  of  a  troublefome  Prifon. 
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His  death  was  too  precious  in  the  Eyes  of  God,  to 
beunaccompany’d  with  feme  fignal  bleffing  upon  the 
forrowful  remains  of  perfected  Chriftianity.  It  is  true 
that  the  Miffioftaries  of  the  Provinces  were  banifhed 
to  Canton,  among  which  three  were  Dominicans ,  one 
Francifcan,  (and  another  of  the  fame  Order  dyed  in 
Prifon)  and  one  and  twenty  Jefuits;  yet  four  were 
kept  at  the  Court,  whom  the  Providence  of  God 
made  ufe  of  afterwards  to  fettle  Chriftianity  again  in 
its  priftine  fplendor. 

God  himfelf  revenged  the  innocence  of  his  Ser¬ 
vants.  Sony  the  firft  Mandarin  in  the  Regency,  the 
moft  dangerous  Enemy  the  Fathers  had,  dyed  a  month 
or  two  after.  The  fecond,  named  Soucama)  was  after¬ 
wards  indifted  and  condemned  to  a  cruel  death,  his 
Goods  Confifcated,  his  Children,  in  number  (even, 
had  their  Heads  cut  off,  excepting  the  third,  who  was 
cut  to  pieces  alive,  the  punilhment  which  that  wicked 
Judge  had  defigned  for  Father  Adam ,  and  with  which 
God  chaftifed  his  Crimes  in  the  Perfons  of  his  Chil¬ 
dren.  Tam  quam  Jien,  who  had  been  the  chief  In- 
ftrument  in  the  Persecution,  fared  no  better  than 
them,  for  after  the  death  of  Father  Adam  he  was 
made  Prefident  of  the  Mathematicks,  and  had  the 
charge  of  the  Kalendar  of  the  Empire  committed  to 
him.  Father  Firr&f’j?  accufed  him,  and  plainly  made 
appear  the  ignorance  of  this  pitiful  Mathematician. 

This  was  a  bold  ftroke,  becaufe  the  Prefidents  Party 
was  very  ftrong,  and  the  flames  which  had  caufed  the 
Perfection  were  not  yet  quenched.  But  many  things 
concurred  to  give  fuccefs  to  this  Enterprife.  The 
underftanding  of  the  Father,  the  kindnefs  which  the 
new  Emperor  had  for  the  Europeans,  but  efpecially 
the  particular  Providence  of  Goa  which  did  fecretly 
manage  this  important  Affair.  For  it  is  certain  that  in 
the  feveral  tryals  whereby  they  proved  the  goodnefs 
of  our  Mathematicks,  the  Heavens  did  fo  exactly  a- 
gree  with  what  our  Fathers  had  foretold,  even  above 
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the  certainty  which  our  Tables  and  Calculations  could 
promile  us,  that  it  leemed  as  tho’  God  had  guided  the 
Stars,  infucha  courle  as  was  neceffary  tojuftifie  our 
Miffionaries  account  of  them. 

The  Prefident  of  the  Mathematicks  uled  his  bell  en¬ 
deavours  to  defend  himfelf ;  and  becaule  he  could  not 
hide  his  Ignorance  in  Aftronomy,  he  endeavoured  to 
put  upon  the  Judges,  and  perfuade  them  that  the  Chri- 
ftian  Religion  contained  much  greater  errors  than 
thole  he  was  guilty  of  In  the  mid  ft  of  lome  meetings 
where  the  Emperor  was  prefent,  he  behaved  himlelf 
in  fuch  manner  as  the  Emperor  could  Icarcely  bear 
with  him.  He  laid  his  Hands  acrofs,  and  cryed  out 
as  loud  as  he  could :  See  here ,  do  but  obferve  what  theft 
Fellows  adore,  and  what  they  would  have  us  worjhip 
too,  a  Man  who  was  hanged,  a  per  [on  who  was  crucified, 
let  any  one  judge  hereby  of  their  underfunding  and  good 
fenfe. 

Butallthele  Excurfions  ferved  only  todiminilh  his 
own  Credit.  This  wicked  perlon,  more  blameable  for 
his  Crimes  than  for  his  Ignorance,  loft  his  charge  and 
was  condemned  to  death.  Notwithftanding  the  Em¬ 
peror  fufpended  the  Execution  of  the  Sentence  by 
reafon  of  his  extraordinary  old  Age;  but  God  himfelf 
executed  his  Sentence  of  Vengeance.  He  fmote  him 
with  an  horrible  Ulcer,  and  by  his  forrowful  death,  de¬ 
livered  Religion  from  this  Monfter  of  Iniquity. 

Then  the  care  of  the  Mathematicks  was  committed 
to  Father  Verbiefi ,  the  antient  Miffionaries  were  re¬ 
called  to  their  old  Churches,  but  forbid  to  go  about 
to  build  new  ones,  or  to  labour  in  the  Converfion  of 
the  Chinefe.  Laftly,  to  magnifie  our  happinels,  the 
memory  of  Father  Adam  was  mightily  refpeded  even 
at  Court.  He  was  publickly  juftified  and  cleared,  his 
Charges  and  Titles  of  honour  were  remanded  him, 
and  his  Anceftors  made  Nobility.  The  Emperor  him¬ 
felf  appointed  conliderable  films  of  mony  to  build  him 
p  {lately  Mauloleum,  which  at  this  prefent  is  to  be 
leen. 
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jieen,  in  room  of  a  Sepulchre,  adorned  with  Statues 
and  feveral  Marble  Figures  according  to  the  Guftom 
of  the  Country. 

Thus  it  is  that  God  by  a  continual  Viciffitude, proves 
the  conftancy  of  the  faithful  by  Perfecution,  and  en¬ 
courages  them  again  by  puniihing  their  Perfecutors. 
This  happy  Peace  which  the  Church  gained  thro’ 
Father  Verbiefts  means,  encouraged  the  Miflionaries 
to  repair  that  damage  which  Hell  had  done.  Befides 
thejefuits,  there  were  feveral  Fathers  of  the  Orders 
of  St.  Francis ,  and  St.  Jugufiin,  who  entred  into  the 
Lords  Vineyard.  New  eftabiilhments  were  gained 
every  where,  and  notwithftanding  any  Prohibition  a 
great  number  of  Heathen's  were  Converted  to  the 
Faith,  being  more  afraid  of  eternal  punilhment,  than 
of  that  with  which  the  Laws  of  Man  feemed  to 
threaten  them. 

So  ardent  and  fo  hafty  a  Zeal  will  perhaps  make 
you  amazed ;  but  befides  that  Charity  is  always  ha¬ 
zardous,  many  things  contributed  to  confirm  thofe 
who  might  elle  be  afraid  of  fatal  conlequences,  The 
firftofthefe  is  the  great  Authority  which  the  Miffio- 
naries  have  acquired  at  Court  in  a  fmall  time.  Efpe- 
cially  the  Emperor  is  fatisfied  that  they  defpife  Ho¬ 
nours,  and  that  at  home  they  lead  an  Auftere  life. 
The  Prince  is  inform’d  of  this  fuch  ways  that  it  is  im- 
poflible  he  fhould  be  deceived.  He  had  information 
from  Spies,  of  all  that  pafled  in  their  Houles ;  even 
fo  nicely  as  to  know  their  Mortifications  and  corpo¬ 
real  Penances. 

He  fends  alfo  to  the  Fathers  Houfes  a  young  Tartar, 
of  good  parts,  under  pretence  to  learn  Philolbphy, 
but  in  reality  to  dilcover  the  moft  fecret  things  in  their 
Families,  and  to  be  himfelf,  I  think,  an  occafion 
of  offence.  He  Hays  there  a  year,  without  knowing 
what  the  Princes  intentions  are,  who  having  lent  for 
him  into  his  prelence  commands  him  to  tell  him  all 
the  private  diforders  of  thefe  Fathers*  and  elpecially 
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how  they  have  behaved  themfelves  towards  him.  And 
when  thefe  young  Men  conflantly  bear  Teftimony  of 
the  Fathers  innocence:  I  fee  very  well,  fays  the  Em¬ 
peror,  they  have  Hop’d  your  Mouth  with  prefents,  but 
I  know  a  way  to  open  it  again.  Then  he  makes  him 
be  feverely  flafhed  at  feveral  times,  yet  is  not  the  pain 
enough  to  make  the  young  Tartar  {peak  againfl  his 
Confcience.  Which  pleafes  the  Prince  mightily, who 
would  be  difturbed  to  find  himfelf  deceived  in  the 
Idea  which  he  has  formed  to  himfelf  of  thefe  fervent 
Miffionaries. 

This  obliges  him  afterward  to  take  their  part  in  an 
Aflembly  of  the  Mandarins,  fome  of  which  do  not 
efteem  the  Miffionaries  becaufe  their  outward  carriage 
feems  fo  good.  As  for  that  Matter ,  fays  the  Emperor 
to  them,  neither  you  nor  I  can  find  fault  with  them. 
After  all  that  I  can  do  to  get  information ,  1  am  per- 
funded  that  thofe  People  teach  as  nothing  but  what  them¬ 
felves  frail  ice,  and  they  are  indeed  as.  modefi  as  they  ap¬ 
pear  outwardly  to  be. 

The  fecond  reafon  which  engaged  the  Emperor  to 
favdur  the  Miffionaries,  was  the  great  underftanding 
of  Father  Verbieft,  who  in  a  fmall  time  was  reckoned 
the  learnedft  Man  in  the  Empire  in  all  Faculties.  His 
Reputation  is  every  where  fpread  abroad,  and  upon 
many  occafions  his  Opinion  has  the  repute  of  an 
Oracle.  Some  Mandarins  one  day  fpeaking  of  the 
Trinity,  and  ufing  it  as  a  Fable,  one  of  them  laid, 
I  do  not  know  what  the  Cbriftians  mean,  and  am  as  much 
puzzled  as  you ;  but  Father  Verbieft  is  of  that  opinion: 
what  fay  you  to  that  ?  Cana  Man  of  his  fence  and  un¬ 
derftanding  miftake  ?  They  all  held  their  Tongues,  and 
feemed  to  yield  to  this  reafon.  So  true  is  it  that  the 
nfe  of  humane  Learning  is  fo  far  from  being  fas  fome 
thifikj  oppofite  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel,  that  it 
fometimes  ferves  to  eftablifh  it,  and  to  render  the 
moll  obfcure  myfteries  therein  credible. 
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The  third  Reafon,  is  that  hearty  love  which  the'1 
Emperor  believes  the  Mifltonaries  have  for  him.  It  is 
true  the  Miffionaries  omit  nothing  which  they  think 
will  pleale  him ;  and  as  they  are  the  moft  inflexible 
and  refolute  againft  doing  any  thing  contrary  to  their 
Religion,  lo  are  they  the  moft  complailant  and  ready 
to  comply  with  all  thereafonablerequefts  of  the  Em¬ 
peror.  A  Rebellion  which  happened  at  this  time,  put 
it  into  Father  VerbieBs  power  to  do  the  Crown  a  con- 
liderablc  piece  of  Service. 

Oufanguei,  that  famous  Cbinefe  General,  who  had 
brought  the  Tartars  into  the  Empire,  thought  he  had 
then  a  good  opportunity  to  drive  them  out  again.  He 
was  naturally  couragious,  and  in  Xenp  commanded 
the  beft  of  the  Cbinefe  Soldiery,  and  had  got  together 
a  vaft  deal  of  mony.  This  made  him  let  up  to  be  Em¬ 
peror,  and  made  him  believe  he  could  ealily  compals 
his  deflgn.  And  indeed  he  lo  'ordered  his  matters 
that  he  made  himlelf  prelently  Matter  of  the  three 
great  Provinces  Yunnan ,  Suchven,  and  IQueychett,  after¬ 
wards  a  great  part  of  the  Province  of  Hou^am  ac¬ 
knowledged  him.  So  that  thefe  poffeffions  and  Xenft, 
which  he  had  in  pofleffion  a  good  while  before  made 
him  Mafter  of  almoft  a  third  of  China. 

Thefe  Conquefts  leemed  to  be  the  more  lecune  to 
him.becaufe  at  the  fame  time,  the  Vice- Roys  of  Quan¬ 
tum  and  Fukien  followed  his  Example,  and  gave  the 
Emperor  on  that  fide  a  mighty  diverfion,  and  beflde  a 
powerful  Pirate  with  a  great  Fleet  attacked  and  in  few1 
days  took  the  Ifland  Fornofa  at  the  fame  time. 

'  Lefs  than  this  would  have  ruined  the  Tartars,  iftey 
had  all  concerted  their  bulinefs  together ;  but  j^fou- 
fie  which  does  often  overthrow  the  firmeft  Leagues, 
ruined  their  Proje&s,  The  King  of  Fokien  fell  out 
with  that  of  Fornofa,  and  to  preferve  himlelf  from 
being  damaged  by  his  Fleer,  made  his  Peace  with  the 
Emperor,  who  gave  him  fuch  affiftance  as  that  he 
made  his  party  good.  The  King  of  Quamtum  being 
unwilling 


3  6  8  Of  the  Eflablifhment  and  fProgrefs 

unwilling  to  be  any  ways  under  the  direction  or  com¬ 
mand  o  fOufatsguez,  left  him,  and  put  himlelf  under 
the  Prote&ion  of  the  Tartars ,  who  turned  all  their 
Forces  againll  this  laft  Rebel,  more  formidable  than 
all  the  relt  together;  lor  he  was  Mailer  of  the  W  eltem 
Provinces,  and  the  fuccels  which  his  Troops  had  hi¬ 
therto  met  with,  gave  them  Heart  and  Courage  e- 
nough  to  undertake  any  thing. 

After  the  Emperor  had  tryed  many  feveral  ways  to 
no  purpofe,  he  law  plainly  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
force  them  from  the  places  where  they  had  entrench¬ 
ed  without  tiling  his  great  Artillery :  but  the  Cannon 
which  he  had  were  Iron,  and  fo  heavy  that  they  dared 
not*catry  them  over  fuch  fteep  Rocks,  as  they  muft 
do  to  come  to  him.  He  thought  Father  Verbkfi  might 
be  affillant  to  him  in  this  matter ;  he  commanded  the 
Father  therefore  to  give  dire&ions  for  calling  fome 
Cannon  after  the  turopean  manner.  The  Father  pre- 
lently  exculed  himlelf,  faying  that  he  had  lived  his 
whole  life  far  from  the  noiie  of  War,  that  he  was 
therefore  little  inllrudled  in  thole  affairs.  He  added 
alfo  that  being  a  Religious,  and  wholly  employed  in 
the-concerns  of  another  World,  he  would  pray  for  his 
Majelty  s  good  fuccels ;  but  that  he  humbly  begged 
that  his  Majefty  would  be  plealed  to  give  him  leave 
not  to  concern  himlelf  with  the  warfare  of  this 
World. 

The  Fathers  Enemies  ( for  a  Miffionary  is  never 
without  lome  )  thought  that  now  they  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  undermine  him.  They  perfuaded  the  Em- 
pJaP  that  what  he  commanded  the  Father  to  do,  was 
noways  oppofite  to  the  will  or  intention  oftheGo- 
fpel :  and  that  it  was  no  more  inconvenient  to  him  to 
call  Cannon  than  to  call  Machines  and  Mathemati¬ 
cal  Inftruments,  elpecially  when  the  good  and  lafety 
of  the  Empire  were  concerned,  that  therefore  with¬ 
out  doubt  the  reafon  of  the  Fathers  refulal  was  be- 
caufe  he  kept  Correlpondence  with  the  Enemy,  or  at 
ware 
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or  at  leaft  becaufe  he  had  no  refped  for  the  Emperor. 
So  that  at  laft  the  Emperor  gave  the  Father  to  under¬ 
hand,  that  he  cxpefted  obedience  to  his  Jaft  Order, 
not  only  upon  pain  of  lofing  his  own  Lite  but  alfo 
of  having  his  Religion  utterly  rooted  out. 

This  was  to  touch  him  in  the  moft  fenfible  part, 
and  he  was  indeed  too  wife  to  hand  out  for  a  nicety 
or  a  fcruple  at  the  hazard  of  lofing  all  that  was  valu¬ 
able.  ■  I  have  already  aflured  your  Majefty  that  I 
have  very  little  underftanding  in  cafting  Cannon,laid 
he  to  the  Emperor ;  but  fince  you  command  me  I 
will  endeavour  to  make  your  Workmen  underhand 
what  our  Books  dire#  in  this  Affair.  He  took  there¬ 
for  euponhimfelf  the  Care  of  this  Work,  and  the  Can¬ 
non  was  proved  before  the  Emperor,  and  found  to- 
be  extraordinary  good.  The  Emperor  was  fo  well 
pleafed  with  the  Work,  that  he  pulled  off  his  Mantle, 
and  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  Court  gave  it  to  Fa¬ 
ther  Verbicjt  for  a  token  of  his  Affe&ion. 

All  the  Pieces  of  Cannon  were  made  very  light 
and  (mall,  but  ftrengthned  with  a  flock  of  Wood 
from  the  mouth  to  the  breech,  and  girt  with  feveral 
bands  of  Iron ;  fo  that  the  Cannons  were  flrong  e- 
nough  to  bear  the  Force  of  Powder,  and  light  enough 
to  be  carried  thro’  any,  even  the  worft  Roads.  This 
new  Artillery  did  every  way  anfwer  what  they  propo- 
fed  from  it.  The  Enemy  were  obliged  to  leave  their 
Intrenchments  indifbrder,  and  foon  after  to  Capitu¬ 
late  ;  for  they  did  not  think  it  poffible  to  hold  out  a- 
gainft  thofe  any  longer,  who  could  deftroy  them 
without  coming  themfelves  into  reach.  % 

0 afanguei  washimielfdead  :  his  Son  Horn  hoa,  who 
carried  on  the  War,  ftrangled  himfelf  thro’  defpair; 
and  the  reft  of  them  were  in  a  (mail  time  utterly 
routed.  So  that  the  Emperor  then  began  to  Reign  in 
Peace,  and  continued  more  and  more  to  fhew  marks 
of  Favour  and  Affe&ion  to  the  Miffionaries,  So  that 
B  b  Father 
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Father  Verbiefi  has  often  fighing  faid,  that  the  Lord’s 
Vineyard  was  now  open,  that  the  Heathens  them- 
(elves  gave  Liberty  to  enter  upon  the  Harveft,  but 
that  yet  there  were  fcarce  any  Workmen  to  bring 
it  in. 

They  (end  to  him  for  Paftorsfrom  every  place, 
T art  ary ,  the  Kingdom  of  Corea ,  the  Provinces  of 
China,  which  have  been  left  deffitute  by  the  Death 
of  their  antient  Pallors,  invite  or  rather  prefi  him  to 
(uccourthem.  Neither  does  this  (carcity  come  from 
the  European  want  of  Zeal,  but  from  the  Differences 
which  have  arole  between  the  (acred  Congregation,  I 
who  (end  Vicars  Apoftolical  into  the  Eaft,  and  the 
King  of  Portugal,  who  pretends  to  a  right  to  nomi¬ 
nate  all  the  Bifhops  there,  exclufively  to  any  (upe- 
nour  Ecclehaflical  Power. 

This  Difpute  cools  the  ardour  of  thofe  fervent  Mif- 
(ionanes,  who  dare  not  engage  themlelves  where  they 
mull  incur  either  the  indignation  of  their  Holy  Fa¬ 
ther,  or  of  a  mighty  Prince,  both  which  things  are 
very  formidable.  And  thus  the  Work  of  God  flood 
dill,  and  thole  precious  minutes  were  loft,  which 
the  Favour  of  a  great  Emperor  and  the  diligence 
of  a  zealous  Miflaonary,  might  have  made  fo  ufeful 
to  the  firm  eftablilhing  our  Holy  Faith.  But  this  is 
one  of  the  Arcana  of  Providence,  which,  after  it 
hath  confounded  all  the  oppofition  of  the  Enemies 
of  the  Gofpel,  even  at  the  expence  of  working  Mi¬ 
racles,  does  (ometimes  (uffer  that  the  Zeal  of  Catho- 
licks  lliould  do  more  harm  to  Religion,  than  the  Ha¬ 
tred  and  Jealoufie  of  Idolaters. 

Some  time  after,  my  Lord  Bilhopof  Heliopolis  was 
lent  by  the  facred  Congregation  with  (ome  French 
Ecclefiafticks,  full  of  ardour  to  reform  and  encreafe 
the  new  Chriftianitv.  ■  This  courageous  Prelate  had 
once  already  miffed  his  Voyage :  For  contrary  Winds 
having  obliged  him  lometime  before  to  put  in  at 
Manilla 
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Manilla,  a  confiderabl  Ifland  under  the  Spamjh  Go¬ 
vernment,  he  was  taken  up  upon  fufpicion  there, 
and  obliged  to  return  back  into  Europe  by  the  way  of 
Mexico.  This  accident  which  had  broke  his  firft 
meafures,  ferved  only  to  fill  his  mind  with  new  and 
lhofe  greater  ones.  He  came  to  Tar  is,  where  his  good 
intentions  were  well  known,  Rome  heard  him  with 
pleafiire,  and  followed  his  Projects  in  all  that  re- 
fpeded  the  Eaftern  Millions.  So  that  he  came  ho¬ 
noured  with  a  Power  from  the  Holy  See,  and  laded 
with  the  Alms  of  the  Faithful,  who  expetfed  nothing 
lefs  from  his  Zeal  than  the  Converfion  of  the  New 
World. 

He  therefore  once  more  parted  over  the  Seas,  and 
happily  arrived  at  China,  where  he  began  to  leaner 
abroad  that  Flame  which  fhould  warm  all  the  Miffio- 
naries.  The  Jefuits  and  other  Religious,  not  only  ac¬ 
knowledged  his  Authority,  but  alio  took  the  new 
Oath  which  the  lacred  Congregation  had  appointed, 
altho’  the  King  of  Portugal  had  abfolutely  forbad  it. 
For  they  thought  that  that  Prince,  in  whom  the  love 
of  Religion  had  always  prevailed  before  his  private 
Intereft,  would  not  take  it  ill  when  he  fhould  know 
that  their  refufal  of  it  might  have  occafioned  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  Chrilfianity  in  China ,  and  perhaps  of 
the  Millions  in  all  the  other  parts  of  the  Eaft. 

This  was  matter  of  great  Joy  to  the  Bilhop,  who 
after  his  happy  beginning,  made  ready,  according 
to  his  former  Notions,  to  new  Till  this  Vineyard  of 
the  Lord,  whether  he  thought  himfelf 
fent  like  the  Prophet  heretofore  *•  Ecce  *Jor.  i.  io« 
confiim  te  fuper  gentes,  ut  dejlruas,  & 
difperdas,  &dijfipes,  &c.  But  God  Almighty  was  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  good  intentions  and  tdok  him  to  him- 
lelfafew  months  after  his  arrival.  His  Death  great¬ 
ly  furprifed  all  the  Faithful,  it  did  efpecially  affluS 
the  fervent  Ecclefiafticks  who  were  the  Companions 
Bb  2  of 
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of  his  Voyage  ;  the  other  Mtfiionaries  fubmitted  with 
relignation  to  the  Will  of  God,  being  perfwaded 
that  whatfbever  Providence  appoints,  is  always  for 
his  Glory,  and  for  the  good  of  the  Eleft,  if  they  make 
a  right  ufe  of  it. 

This  was  fweetned  by  the  arrival  of  two  other  Bi- 
fhops,  who  a  little  while  after  fupplied  his  place  un- 
dej  the  Title  cf  Vicars  Apoftolical.  The  firft  was 
Monlieur  d‘  Argola ,  an  Italian,  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Francis,  noted  among  thofe  of  his  Order,  for  his 
Excellent  Vertues,  and  extraordinary  Knowledg. 
He  had  been  employed  in  the  chiefeft  bufinefs  there, 
and  our  Holy  Father  thought  he  could  not  make 
choice  of  a  wiler  Man  than  he  to  place  at  the  Helm  of 
fbflourifhinga  Million.  As  he  went  by  Siam,  Mon- 
fieur  Confiance  undemanding  his  worth,  prefented  him 
to  the  King,  who  would  fain  have  kept  him  in  his 
Kingdom;  butbecaule  the  Orders  of  the  Holy  See 
obliged  him  to  go  farther,  he  refolved  at  leaft  to  fhety 
him  fome  marks  of  his  Elteemand  Affection  towards 
him,  in  ordering  him,  and  two  of  his  Companions 
of  the  fame  Order,  a  coniiderable  Penfion.  So  that 
had  it  not  been  for  the  Revolutions  which  a  little 
while  after  happened  in  his  Kingdom,  this  Prince 
worthy  of  abetter  Fortune,  would  have  had  his  MifRo- 
naries  in  China ,  as  well  as  the  molt  zealous  Princes  in 
Europe. 

Since  this  wife  Prelate  hath  been  in  China,  the  na¬ 
tural  (weetnefs  of  his  Temper  hath  very  much  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  Comfort  of  the  Faithful,  and  Conver¬ 
sion  of  the  Heathen.  He  hath  vilited  all  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  which  the  Holy  See  committed  to  his  Care, 
confecrating  Priefts,  teaching  and  exhorting  them, 
adminiftring  the  Sacrament  of  Confirmation,  uniting 
all  their  Affections  as  much  as  poffibly  he  could, whole 
different  Interelfs  feems  to  have  cooled  their  mutual 
Charity  to  one  another  in  JESUS  CHRIST. 
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And  tho’  one  would  think  that  the  fcrtuguefie  could 
never  have  a  re(pe6fc  for  him,  becaufe  their  pretenfi- 
ons  are  wholly  oppofite  to  this  lnftitution  of  Vicars 
Apoftolical,  yet  he  has  behaved  himfelf  with  fo  much 
Prudence,  that  all  Nations  here  think  themfelves  par-, 
ticularly  obliged  to  him. 

The  fecond  Bilhop  whom  the  Holy  See  has  digni¬ 
fied  with  the  Title  of  Vicar  Apoftolical,  is  Monfieur 
de  Bafilee  a  Cbinefe,  educated  by  the  Fathers  of  Saint 
Francis's  Order,  afterwards  taking  upon  himfelf  the 
Order  of  S.  Dominick  When  he  was  only  a  Miffionary, 
he  had  a  flaming  zeal  for  the  Converfion  of  his  dear 
Country,  and  during  the  Perfection  of  Father  Adam , 
he  was  the  main  fupport  of  Religion  in  all  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  which  he  travelled  through,  and  ftrengthned 
in  the  Faith.  When  he  was  confecrated  Bilhop,  he 
performed  all  his  Duties  perfectly  well,  and  the  Holy 
See  did  fo  far  approve  of  his  Condudi  as  to  let  him 
nominate  his  Succeffor.  He  nominated  his  Vicar- 
General  the  Reverend  Father  de  Leonijfa ,  an  Italian  of 
St.  Francis’s  Order,  who  in  his  private  Life  might  have 
been  a  Pattern  to  the  moll  ftridt  Religious,  and  in 
the  important  Employment  of  Vicar  Apoftolical,  has 
Ihewn  that  he  has  all  that  Zeal,  all  that  Prudence, 
and  all  that  Conftancy,  which  the  Governour  of  a 
great  Church  requires. 

My  Lord  Bilhop  of  Bafilee  after  he  had  thus  cho- 
fen  this  worthy  Succeflor  of  his  Apoftlelhip,  fell  lick 
at  Nankim,  and  died  full  of  thofe  happy  Vifions 
which  God  gives  even  in  this  World  to  his  Saints: 
At  his  Death  that  Faith  Ihone  brightly,  which  had 
animated  him  in  his  Life-time ;  and  his  laft  minutes, 
wherein  he  appeared  to  be  fulfilled  with  the  moft 
fenlible  touches  of  Chriftian  hope,  feemed  to  give 
him  an  antepaft  of  the  Joy  of  Paradife.  All  his 
trouble  was  for  the  Millionaries  by  whom  he  was  affe¬ 
ctionately  beloved,  and  for  the  Chriftians  who  loft 
B  b  ;  in 
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in  him  the  firft  Prieft,  the  firft  Religious,  and  the 
firft  Bifhop  that  ever  China  had  yet  given  to  Chriftia- 
i-ity.  And  as  his  blefled  memory  was  every  where 
fpread  abroad,  they  have  fee  up  his  Pifture  in  feveral 
places ;  which  the  Reverend  Father  de  LeoniJJa  (ent 
to  the  (acred  Congregation,  to  preferve  the  memory 
oFa  Prelate  whofe  own  merit,  as  well  as  our  particu¬ 
lar  obligations  to  him,  ought  to  make  eternally  re- 
(pefted. 

Eefides  this,  the  Pope  honoured  Mr.  Maigrot  and 
Mr.  fin,  with  the  Title  of  Vicars  Apoftolical,  both  of 
them  Doftors  of  the  Sorbon,  diligent,  zealous,  and 
fet  upon  following  the  Intentions  of  the  Holy  See, 
and  in  a  word  Companions  of  Mr.  Heliopolit,  and  In¬ 
heritors  of  a  double  Portion  of  his  Spirit. 

It  the  number  of  Miflionaiies  had  been  anfwer- 
able  to  that  of  the  Pallors,  the  Churches  in  China 
had  now  been  perfectly  filled ;  but,  as  1  have  (aid, 
the  over  Care  which  every  one  has  taken  to  provide 
t  or  it  exclufively  of  others,  has  rendered  People  lefs 
defirous  of  going.  Good  Men,  nay,  even  thofe  who 
have  occafioned  thefe  Difbrders,  have  mourned  for 
them  in  (ecret.  Some  zealous  Perfons  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  remedy  this.  My  Lord  Bifhop  of  Mm- 
fier  and  Vaderborn ,  whom  the  Care  ot  his  own 
Diocefe  did  not  hinder  from  extending  his  Care 
even  as  far  as  the  Eaft,  gave  a  Settlement  for  fix 
Miflionaries  for  ever  to  China ;  but  dying  a  little 
while  after,  his  lad  Will  was  never  executed.  Others 
i  l  France,  in  Spain,  in  Italy,  took  a  great  deal  of  pains 
to  help  this  forfaken  Miffion,  but  they  could  never 
compafs  their  Defigns. 

Lewis  the  Great,  who  is  himfelf  as  zealous  for 
ellabliihing  the  Gofpel,  as  all  the  other  Princes  put 
together,  among  the  great  Defigns  which  he  has  been 
intent  upon  to  make  Religion  flourilh  in  Europe, 
thought  that  he  ought  not  to  neglect  that  good  which 
he 
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he  might  do  in  Afia.  He  was  very  fenfible  of  the 
Neceffities  of  China ,  which  Father  Ferbiefi  had  repre- 
iented  to  him  in  one  of  his  Letters,  in  the  mod  ien- 
fible  manner  in  the  World  ;  and  although  he  very 
well  knew,  that  he  could  not  make  Miffionaries  (  a 
Quality  which1  nobody  can  give  us  but  the]  Vicar  of 
JESUS  CHRIST)  he  doubted  not  but  that  Re- 
ligioufes  who  where  exaftly  skilled  in  Mathematicks, 
inattaining,accordingtohis  Orders,  an;exact  know¬ 
ledge  in  Aftronomy,  might  at  the  fame  time  with 
good  fuccefs,  labour  according  to  the  Defign  of  their 
Inftitution,  in  the  Converfion  of  Infidels.  He  was 
very  well  fatisfied,  that  of  all  the  means  which  hu¬ 
man  Prudence  could  advantageoufly  make  ufe  of  in 
the  moft  Holy  Actions,  there  were  none  which  pro¬ 
moted  the  Concerns  of  Religion  in  China  more  than 
the  Mathematicks. 

Being  therefore  willing  at  once  to  fatisfie  his  zeal 
for  the  advancement  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  defire 
which  he  had  of  bringing  the  Sciences  to  perfection, 
he  made  choice  of  fix  Jefuits  whom  he  thought  capable 
of  giving  good  fatisfaCtion  to  the  Learned,  andlnftru- 
Ction  to  intelligent  Perfons.  Thofe  Who  were  thus 
appointed,  could  have  wilhed  they  had  all  the  abilities 
neceffary  for  this  Employment :  They  did  neverthe- 
lefs  fet  out  with  a  good  Will,  being  ready  to  facrifice 
their  Lives  and  all  their  finall  Talents  to  the  greater 
Glory  of  God,  and  by  confequence  to  the  pious  De- 
ligns  of  the  greateft  Prince  in  the  World. 

When  we  came  into  China,  we  found  it  in  the 
Condition  I  have  been  relating,  the  Harveft  was 
plentiful  every  where,  but  it  was  almoft  deftitute  of 
Workmen;  or  (  to  make  ufe  of  Father  Intorcetta s 
words,  one  of  the  moft  noted  Miffionaries)  drowned 
in  thofe  Tears,  which  the  forrow  of  feeing  herlelf 
abandoned,  forced  continually  from  her:  BenediStm 
Dim  pi  fecit  nobifcmn  Mifericerdiam,  ft  am  liberavit 
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vos  a  naufragio ,  ut  prope  naufragam  no(lram  mffionem 
ab  aquts  lacr'marum,  fumimque  mar  or  is  eriperet,  vos 
ernttes  in  corde  fervo,  &  tan  ftam  veros  Societatis  filios  vi- 
roffs;  Apoftolicos  intimis  animipracordiis  amplest  or ,  &c. 
Thus  ha  fpake  to  us  in  his  firft  Letter,  to  encourage  us 
to  aflift  in  the  glorious  Labours  of  his  Miffion. 

Providence  put  it  into  our  Power  in  a  little  time 
to  employ  our  felves  ufefully  therein ;  and  if  we  had 
done  no  other  good  than  was  the  drawing  after  us 
by  our  Example  (everal  other  Miflionaries  who  fol¬ 
lowed  us,  and  who  now  are  full  of  their  Holy  Labours 
in  the  Work  of  God  ;  it  would  be  a  great  comfort 
to  us,  and  a  very  great  advantage  to  China.  But  that 
which  is  much  more  comfortable  is,  that  we  have 
hereby  contributed  very  much  towards  removing  thofe 
lets  and  hindrances  to  the  propagating  the  Gofpel 
of  which  I  fpake  before.  For  at  the  Remonftrance 
of  Father  Tachard,  fupported  alfo  by  that  of  the  Re¬ 
verend  Father  Generali  Innocent  XL  fufpended  the 
Oath.  And  after  ClementW III.  granted  to  the  King 
of  Portugal  to  nominate  three  Bimops,  one  of  Pekin, 
the  other  of  Nankim,  and  the  third  of  Macao.  And 
at  this  prelent  our  Holy  Father,  who  in  his  own  felf 
hath  all  the  Zeal,  all/the  Piety,  and  all  the  Wifdom 
of  his  Predeceflbrs,  animated  by  the  fame  Spirit,  and 
moved  (if  I  might  do  my  felf  the  honour  of  faying 
fo )  with  what  have  I  had  the  honour  to  reprefent 
unto  him  of  the  prefent  State  of  thefe  Miffions,  is 
about  to  regulate  all  the  particulars  therein  by  the 
prudent  Council  and  Advice  of  the  Sacred  Congre¬ 
gation.  To  the  end  that  hereafter  nothing  may  be 
fo  much  laid  to  heart  as  the  Intereft  of  Religion, 
and  that  all  Kingdoms  of  Europe  being  united  in  the 
Love  of  J  E  S  U  S  C  H  R I S  T,  way  with  onecon- 
fent  labour  to  bring  about  and  perfed  this  great 
Work. 


Thus, 
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Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  a  general  View  of  the 
Eftablilhment  and  Progrefs  of  Chriftianity  in  the 
Empire  of  China,  from  the  Preaching  of  the  Apoftles 
till  the  laft  times.  This  Church  heretofore  very 
Famous,  but  after  that  wholly  overturned  by  Super- 
ftition,  hath  at  laft  been  re-eftablilhed  one  Age  ago 
by  one  of  the  greateft  Men  of  our  Society,  and  aug. 
mentedby  the  Labours  of  a  great  many  Miflionaries, 
govern’d  by  wife  Prelates,  honoured  by  the  Pro¬ 
tection  of  many  Emperors,  fupported  by  the  Bounty 
of  all  the  Princes  of  Europe ;  and,  which  is  more  for 
its  Glory,  perfected  by  all  the  enemies  of  Truth, 
and  made  precious  in  the  Eyes  of  God  by  the  Ghains, 
the  banilhment  and  Blood  of  the  ConfeiTors.  I  am 
with  all  imaginable  refpedt, 


Your  moft  humble 


and  mofi  obedient  Servant, 


L‘  J- 


To 
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To  the  mojl  Reverend  Father  De  la  Chaize, 
Confejjor  to  the  f\jng. 

Concerning  the  Manner  bow  each 
Miffionary  preaches  the  Cjofpel 
in  China,  and  of  the  Fervency  of 
theFJfm  Chrifiians. 


Mofi  Reverend  Father , 

A Ltho’ the  important  Affairs  of  China,  which 
detain  me  at  prelent  at  Rome,  require  all 
my  Application,  and  feem  to  be  my  Ex- 
cufe  if  1  am  wanting  in  performing  any 
Parts  of  my  other  Duties  fo  exadly  as  I  could  defire; 
I  cannot  neverthelefs  in  the  lealt  forget  both  the  Obli¬ 
gations  which  I  my  felf  have  to  you  in  particular,  as 
well  as  the  Millions  in  the  Eaft  in  general. 

It  was  you,  moft  Reverend  Father,  who  formerly 
drew  out  the  Platform  of  them,  who  juft  then  made 
Choice  of  their  Minifters,  whom  your  Teftimonials, 
together  with  the  Efteem  of  one  of  the  greateft  Prin¬ 
ces  upon  Earth,  have  rendred  in  Procefs  of  Time  more 
Rene  wned  than  all  their  particular  Qualifications. 

This  Royal  Prote&ion,  under  which  we  have  un¬ 
dauntedly  affronted  Dangers;  thole  Letters  written 
on  our  behali  to  Sovereigns  and  their  Officers ;  thole 
magnificent  Prelents,  thofe  regularly  fettled  Penfions, 
thole  extraordinary  Helps,  (  and  what  we  value  much 
nioic)  thole  lo  grave  Counlels,  favouring lo  much  of 
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the  Spirit  of  God,  wherewith  you  have  in  a  manner 
hallowed  our  firft  Voyages,  and  which  weftill  look 
upon  asthe  fafeft  Rule  ol  our  Behaviour  and  Conduit, 
are  Benefits  either  received  from  your  felfi  or  procured 
by  your  means.  ’Tisbut  juft,  mo-lt  Reverend  Father, 
that  in  what  part  of  the  World  loever  we  be,  we 
ihould  teftifie  our  Acknowledgments.  For  my  part, 

I  am  perlwaded  that  one  cannot  give  you  more  folid 
Demonftrations  of  them,  than  by  maintaining  by  our 
great  Zeal,  what  you  have  performed  to  our  Advan¬ 
tage.  I  fuppofe  you  would  be  fatisfied,  and  that  at 
leaft  I  Ihould  perform  my  Duty,  by  acquainting  you 
with  the  Succefs  wherewith  it  hath  ple.tfed  God  to 
crown  our  Labour ;  and  what  Benefits  we  may  hope 
to  reap  from  the  Miffionaries  which  you  your  (elf  will 
form,  or  at  leaft  who  (hall  come  to  us  out  of  your 
hands.- 

In  a  Word,  the  Time  I  (hall  employ  in  writing  to 
you  upon  this  Subjedt,  is  (o  far  from  anyways  dimi- 
nilhing  that  due  Care,  and  conftant  Endeavour  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  our  Millions,  that  without  all 
.loubt,  it  will  much  contribute  to  their  future  Efta- 
blilhment;  for  I  hope  that  your  Protedion  becoming 
thereby  more  effedfual  and  fohd,  will  more  advance 
our  Affairs,  than  all  the  Pains  and  Care  which  lean 
poflibly  take  for  their  Succefs. 

Purfuantto  the  firft  Projedt  that  welaid,  we  were 
all  of  us  to  ftay  at  Pekin,  in  the  Palace,  and  Service  of 
the  Emperor ;  but  Providence  otherwile  order’d  it, 
and  they  at  laft  gave  way  to  our  Inclination,  which 
moved  us  to  difperfe  our  felves  all  over  the  Provinces, 
for  the  propagation  ofReligion.  They  were  content 
to  detain  Father  GerWlon  and  Father  Beuvet  at  Court, 
where  they  immediately  applied  themlelves  to  the  ftudy 
of Languages  with  lucn  Succefs,  that  they  were  quick¬ 
ly  in  a  Condition  to  affiftthe  Chriftians,  yea,  and 
to  be  employed  by  the  Emperor  in  feveral  important 
Affairs.  The  moflconliderable,  was  the  Peace  be¬ 
tween 
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tween  the  Mofcovites  and  Chine fe  !;  the  Treaty  of  which, 
was  then  afoot  ?oo  Leagues  from  Fekin,  whither  Fa¬ 
ther  Gerbillon  was  fent  with  Prince  Sofan  who  was  no¬ 
minated  Plenipotentiary  for  the  Empire. 

Nipchou  was  the  place  where  the  Minifters  of  the 
Two  Nations  aflembled ;  each  of  them  havinga  Body 
of  Soldiers  attending,  to  terminate  if  Occafion  fer- 
ved,  what  the  Negotiation  could  not  decide;  the 
Haughtinefsof  both,  did  oftentimes  make  them  fly  out 
into  extremes,  which  would  have  proved  fatal  to  both 
Parties,  if  Father  Gerbillon  by  his  Difcretion  had  not 
moderated  Animofiti  as.  He  continually  pafled  from 
Camp  to  Camp,  made  Speeches,  propos’d  Expedi¬ 
ents,  pacified  their  Minds,  and  he  diflembled  what¬ 
ever  might  be  apt  mutually  to  exafperate  them :  in  the 
Conclufion,  he  fo  dexteroufly  managed  the  com¬ 
mon  Interefts,  that  the  Peace  was  concluded  to  the 
Satisfa<9ion  both  of  Cbtnefe  and  Mufcovitei.  Prince  St- 
fan  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  Zeal  and  Wifdom  of 
this  Father,  that  he  declared  publickly,  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  him,  all  had  been  in  a  del perate  Condi- 
•tion ;  he  expreft  himfelf  about  the  matter,  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  to  the  fame  effect,  infomuch  that  this  Prince 
had  the  Curiofity  to  be  acquainted  with  him.  He 
foundhimtobeaveryfenfiblePerfon,  capable,  fin- 
cere,  forward  to  execute,  and  even  to  anticipate  his 
Orders.  This  Character  wonderfully  pleafed  the 
Emperor;  he  had  a  mind  to  have  him  near  hisPerfon, 
at  the  Palace,  in  the  Campaign,  and  in  his  Progrefs 
into  Tartary ,  where  he  beftowed  upon  him  fo  many 
fignal  marks  of  Efteem,  that  the  Grandees  of  his 
Court,  might  have  perhaps  conceived  fome  Jealoufie 
from  them,  had  not  the  Father’s  Modefty  won  him 
the  Affection  of  every  Body. 

The  firlt  Favours  were  followed  by  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  one  that  was  much  better  relifhed  by  this  Mil 
fionary :  He  pitch’t  upon  him  for  his  Tutor  in  Ma 
thematicks  and  Philofophy  conjointly  with  Fathei 

Bovet 
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Sovet,  whofe  merit  he  likewife  much  efteem’d.  The 
paffion  this  Prince  hath  for  Science,  makes  him  very 
intent  upon  Studies  every  day  in  a  manner  Two  or 
Three  Hours  together,  which  hefpares  from  his  Plea- 
fare  :  It  is  more  than  probable,  that  by  the  inquiry 
into  natural  Truth,  Providence  will  conduct  him  by 
degrees  to  the  eternal  Fountain  of  Truth,  without 
which,  all  others  lerve  not  lo  much  to  perfect  the 
Mind,  as  to  puff  it  up  with  Pride  in  the  Eyes  of  Men, 
and  render  it  inexcufable  before  God. 

Father  Verbiefi  had  already  begun  to  explain  thefe 
Sciences  to  him ;  but,  belides  his  making  ufe  of  the 
Chinefe  Tongue  in  his  Ledures,  which  is  not  proper, 
by  reafonofits  often  repeated  Equivocals,  toilluftrate 
Notions  otherwife  obfcure  enough  of  themfelves ;  Be- 
fides  that,  I  fay  Father  Verbiefi  died;  Thefe  Fathers 
fuppofed  the  Tartarian  Tongue  would  be  better  liked 
by  this  Prince,  and  that  it  might  ferve  their  turn  the 
better  to  make  the  Notions  intelligible.  It  happened 
according  to  their  Expedation,  and  the  Emperor  be¬ 
came  in  a  Ihorttime  fo  capable,  that  he  compofed  a 
Book  cf  Geometry.  Me  afterwards  gave  it  to  the 
Princes  his  Sons,  and  undertook  to  be  their  Mafterin 
it ;  he  call’d  them  together  every  day,  explain’d  to 
them  the  molt  difficult  Propofa'dons  of  Euclid-  yea, 
and  this  Prince  having  upon  his  Shoulders  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  one  of  the  moft  potent  Empires  of  the  World, 
did  not  difdain,  with  his  Rule  and  Coinpafs  in  his 
Hand,  to  fpendhis  Time  in  theFamily  in  Speculati¬ 
ons,  which  Intereft  alone  fcarce  makes  delightful  to 
private  Perfons. 

Whilft  thefe  two  Fathers  by  their  Credit  made 
themfelves  fit  to  be  in  a  Ihorttime  the  main  Support 
of  Religion,  Father  Fontaney,  Father  Fifiklou,  and  my 
felf  did  endeavour  not  to  be  unferviceable  in  the  Pro¬ 
vinces.  Father  Fontaney  went  to  Nankim,  Father  Vtf- 
Mou  took  care  of  the  Churches  of  Xanfi,  where  I  al¬ 
io  remained  fame  time  with  him,  from  whence  after¬ 
wards 
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wards  I  removed  to  Xenft,  the  ancient  place  of  Fa¬ 
ther  Faber's  Million,  the  Chriftians  of  which  Place, 
'notwithftanding  their  having  been  deferted  this  many 
Years,  do  nevertheiefs  preferve  their  firft  Fervency, 
and  are  Hill  lock’d  upon  as  the  Mould  of  that  great 
Flock,  and  Modeled  other  Believers.  Weunderftood 
at  that  time  by  our  own  proper  Experience,  ;what 
was  often  told  us,  that  the  Harve[l  truly  was  great,  and 
that  happy  u  that  Labourer  whom  the  Majler  of  the  Ha¬ 
ve  ft  doth  pleafe  to  make  ufe  of  to  gather  it  in.  Every 
thing  is  matter  of  Confolation  in  this  glorious  Em¬ 
ployment;  the  Faith  of  the  new  Converts,  the  Inno¬ 
cence  of  the  Ancient,  the  Aptnefs  of  the  Children, 
the  Devotion  and  Modefty  of  Women  ;  but  yet  one 
is  more  efpecially  affected  by  fome  eminent  and  exem¬ 
pli!  y  Conventions,  to  perceive  the  Work  of  Grace 
now  and  then  wrought  in  the  hearts  of  Idolaters. 

The  Truth  is,  thefe  are  in  refpedt  tons  convincing 
Proofs  of  that  Truth  which  we  preach  and  declare: 
For  indeed,  by  what  fecret  Charm  could  we  be  able 
to  animate  dead  Minds,  and  raife  them,  ( if  I  may 
prefume  (6  to  fay)  toReafon,  to  God,  to  all  the  Ma¬ 
xims  of  the  molt  pure  and  Refined  Morality ;  Minds 
that  have  been  buried,  and  immerfed  from  their  very 
Infancy  in  flefh  and  Blood  ?  What  Force  and  Power, 
what  Blandifhment  could  be  able  in  an  inffant,  to 
bring  into  Captivity  rebellious  Minds  under  the  Yoak 
of  a  Religion  fo  fevere  as  ours  is,  if  jefus  Chrifl  him- 
lelf  did  not  work  Miracles,  and  if  the  holy  Spirit,  by 
the  inward  and  invifible  Operation  of  Grace  did  not 
lupply  the  Defeft  of  his  Mimfters  ? 

This  is  that,  moft  reverend  Father,  which  we  ex¬ 
perience  every  day,  with  aftonifhing Comfort,  which 
dotheffablilh,  ftrengthen  and  fettle  us  unmovable  in 
the  fame  Faith  which  God  produceth  in  Idolaters.  1 
would  to  God  [  wereable  to  relate  to  you  particularly 
aH  that  paifes  in  China  on  this  Subject,  where  m  fpighi 
of  all  theStracagams  of  Devi’s,  God  is  lb  conlbncly 
anc 
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and  refolutely  Glorified.  Yet  not  being  able  upon  my 
departure,  to  pick  up  the  particular  Memorial  of  each 
Church,  I  lhail  only  content  my  felf  to  tell  you  in  Parc 
what  I  my  felf  have  obferved  in  my  Million,  and  af¬ 
ter  what  manner  I  have  made  it  my  Bufinefs  to  adorn 
it,  according  to  the  Ideas  and  Pra&ice  of  the  moil 
grave  and  ancient  primitive  Miffionaries. 

All  my  Bufinefs  was  reduced  to  Three  principal 
Points;  the  Firft  wastocherilh,  and  keep  up  the  Piety 
of  old  Believers  by  the  preaching  of  the  Word  of God, 
and  above  all,  by  particular  Exhortations,  which  is  a- 
bundantly  more  profitable  and  edifying  than  any  thing 
that  is  fpoken  in  Publick,  where  the  Dilcourfe  is  often 
not  understood,  either  becaufe  of  the  People’s  Stupidi¬ 
ty,  or  elfe  by  reafon  of  the  , Preacher's  ill  Utterance, 
and  pronunciation.  Thefe  poor  Souls  whom  Simpli- 
I  city  and  Fervency  make  teachable,  do  oftentimes  hear 
1  that,  with  Tears  in  their  Eyes,  which  they  do  not  com¬ 
prehend  but  by  halves;  but  yet  they  always  improve 
and  edifie,  by  what  they  underhand  perfe&ly.  They 
are  efpecially  rhoft  taken  with  Companions,  Parables, 
j  andHiftories,  and  albeit  they  are  not  acquainted  nor 
j  accuftomed  to  that  vehement,  and  fometimes  paffio- 
nate  Atftion  of  our  Preachers,  yet  for  all  that,  they 
1  are  moved  and  wrought  upon,  when  they  lpeak  to 
I  them  with  Earneftnefs,  ana  Concern. 

'  I  no  fooner  came  to  a  private  Houfe  to  confefs  fick 
Perfons,  or  about  other  Bufinefs,  but  prefemly  you 
Ihould  have  all  the  Family,  nay  and  the  Chriftians 
too  of  the  Neighbourhood  flock  together  about  me, 
and  intreat  me  to  fpeak  to  them  concerning  God.  I 
had  made  but  an  indifferent  Progrels  in  undemand¬ 
ing  and  pronouncing  their  Tongue,  efpecially  when 
I  firft  began  to  preach,  which  nevei  thelels  gave  them 
no  manner  of  Offence,  lo  far  from  it,  that  if  they 
could  but  never  lo  little  apprehend  what  I  meant, 
they  never  were  cloy’d  with  hearing  me. 
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I  have  moreover  taken  notice  that  they  had  always 
rather  I  would  preach  my  felf,how  barbarous  foevermy 
Language  might  appear,  than  that  f  fhould  get  them 
inftrudted  ;  as  l  fometimes  did  by  the  help  of  a  Chintfe 
Catechift,  that  had  been  formed  fome  time  before  to 
Exercifes  of  this  Nature.  But  my  Vifits  not  being  fo 
frequent  as  I  could  have  wifhed,I  endeavoured  to  make 
them  up  by  godly  Books,  with  which  by  God’s  Bleffing, 
China  is  very  well  ftored,  there  having  been  fome  Midi- 
onaries  fuflSciently  zealous,  and  able  to  compofe  Books, 
and  that  very  politely,  upon  all  the  Points  of  Religion, 

They  have  very  curious  and  complete  Catechilms, 
wherein  theintireand  complete  Body  of  the  Do&rine 
of  Chriftianity,  the  Life,  Miracles,  and  Death  of  our 
blefled  Lord,  the  Commandments  of  God  and  the 
Church,  are  clearly  explained.  There  are  like  wife  to 
be  found  particular  Expofitions  upon  the  Gofpels, 
Treadles  upon  Moral  and  Chriftian  Duties,  fome  fo- 
lid  Controverfies  adapted  to  every  Body’s  Capacity, 
Prafiifes  of  Piety  for  the  different  Conditions  of  Life, 
Prayers  and  inftrudions  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Sacia- 
ments,  a  Body  of  Divinity  for  the  Learned,  for  they 
havetranflatedfome  part  of  Tho.  Aquinas,  and  iaftof 
all,  St.  Ignatius's  Exercifes  for  thofe  that  mind  heavenly 
things.  Infomuch,  that  this  fpiritual  Seed  of  the  e- 
vangelical  Word  is  fcattered  all  over,  and  multiplied 
an  Hundred  fold. 

I  could  have  wifhed  their  might  have  been  a  Tran- 
flation  of  the  Miflal,  upon  the  account  of  faying  Mali 
in  Cbineje ,  together  with  an  exadt  Verfion  of  the  holy 
Scriptures.  Conformable  to  the  Permiffion  obtained 
for  that  purpofe  the  Miflal  was  fimfhed,  and  Father 
Ccupkt  prelented  it  fome  Years  ago  to  the  Pope; 
However  after  having  duly  examined  the  Matter,  it 
was  not  thought  convenient  to  make  ufe  of  it,  but 
they  continued  to  fay  Mafsin  the  Latin  Tongue,  at 
in  other  Places.  As  for  the  complete  Verfion  of  tbs 
Bible,  there  are  fuch  weighty  Reafons  why  it  fhould 
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hot  forthwith  be  publifhed,  that  it  would  feem  a  raih 
piece  of  Impudence  to  do  it ;  and  fo  much  the  more, 
becauie  there  is  already  expounded  in  divers  Books, 
what  is  contained  in  the  Gofpel;  yea,  and  even 
whatfoever  is  moil  Inih  uctive  in  the  reft  of  the  holy 
Scriptures. 

The  Second  Method  to  increafe  the  fervent  Zeal 
of  Chriftians,  was  Prayer :  Belides  the  time  appointed 
for  Mais,  I  affembled  them  Twice  a  day  to  make 
publick  Prayers.  They  lung  in  Two  Choirs  with 
fuch  marvellous  Devotion,  that  it  made  me  vviih  that 
the  European  Chriftians  might  have  been  witnefles  of 
their  Piety  ;  for  their  rude,  and  fometimes  fcanda- 
lotis  Deportments  before  our  Altars,  will  certainly  be 
condemned  at  the  great  Tribunal,  by  the  Modei'iy 
of  thofe  later  Chfiftians. 

They  do  not  underftand  either  finging  by  Notes 
or  Mulickas  we  do,  yet  have  they  Tunes  of  their  own 
eompofurd  no  ways  unpleafant,  which  Teems  to  me 
abuftdance  more  tolerable  than  what  are  ufed  in  le- 
veral  Societies  of  Europe :  They  had  likewife  fev.eral 
forts  of  Inftruments ;  Confbrts  they  feem  to  admire^ 
and  our  Villages  in  France  would  ferve  their  turn  well 
enough  in  that  point. 

The  Chinefe  are  of  that  Temper ,  that  they  had 
need  of  fomething  fenfible  to  heighten  their  Devoti¬ 
on  ;  fumptuous  and  magnificent  Ornaments,  Singing, 
pompous  Proceflions,  the  Noiie  of  Bel's,  and  Inftru¬ 
ments,  and  the  Ceremonies  of  the  Church  are  very 
taking  with  them,  and  allure  them  to  divine  Service. 
1  took  extraordinary  care  in  that  matter  to  procure 
for  them  all  that  the  Church  out  ol  her  moit  wiib 
Conduct  hath  permitted  to  the  ferrants  of  God  : 
yet  always  diftinguilning  that  which  Superftition,  if 
one  have  not  a  caie  of  it,  is  wont,  in  procefs  of  time, 
to  put  into  the  common  Peoples  head. 

I  applyed  my  (elf  more  eipecially  to  infpire  them 
with  refpebi  to  our  Mvileries,  they  made  their  Con- 
J  ■  Cq  fefftorf 
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kffion  ufually  every  Fortnight.  Their  Gonfefiion 
was  not  only  attended  with  Tears,  (  for  the  Chinefe 
are  more  fubjeft  to  Weeping  than  we)  but  alfo  with 
fevere  Penance  in  the  Evening  in  the  Veftry. 

The  lively  Faith  they  had  for  the  adorable  Sacra¬ 
ment,  made  them  conftant  attenders  on  the  Altar ; 
and  when  I  permitted  them  to  receive  it,  they  com¬ 
municated  with  affe&ions  of  venerations  capable  of 
inflaming  not  only  fuch  who  are  but  Lukewarm,  but 
almoft  Chriftians.  You  might  fee  them  proftrate  at  fe- 
veral  times  with  their  Face  on  the  ground  lamenting, 
and  commonly  (hedding  abundance  of  tears.  Such 
like  poftures,  more  frequent  and  ordinary  amongft 
Afiaticks  than  Europeans,  yet  evermore  edifying  and 
fubmiflive,  do  exceedingly  contribute  to  excite  De¬ 
votion  in  the  Soul,  and  to  imprels  upon  the  Mind 
that  profound  Veneration  which  the  Majefty  of  our 
Myfteries  deferve  at  ourhands. 

This  refpedt  extended  it  (elf  alfo  to  the  Images, 
Reliques,  to  the  Medals,  Holy  Water,  and  in  general 
to  vvhatfoever  bears  the  Charafter  of  our  Religion. 

They  bore  more  than  that,  a  particular  veneration 
for  the  Virgin  Mary ,  which  perhaps  had  gone  too 
far,  if  care  had  not  been  ufed  to  regulate  it.  They 
call  her  the  Holy  Mother  (  Cbin-Mou  )  and  do  invoke 
her  in  all  their  Straits  and  Exigencies.  The  experi* 
ence  they  have  had  of  her  Proteftion,  hath  confir¬ 
med  them  in  this  warm  Devotion,  and  the  benefits 
they  receive  daily  from  her ,  perrwade  them  fne  is 
acceptable  to  God. 

The  Women  are  yet  more  animated  with  thefe 
Sentiments  than  the  Men.  All  their  Churches  are 
dedicated  to  her  under  the  Title  of  Cbin  mou  tarn, 
that  is  to  (ay,  the  Temple  of  the  blefled  Mother. 
There  they  meet  together,  for  they  never  enter  in¬ 
to  the  Church  of  the  Men,  as  the  Men  dare  not  pre- 
(imieto  (et  foot  into  theirs.  But  thepafljonate  lov» 
that  the  Chriftians  have  forjelus  Chrift,  make  them 
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really  Devout,  and  walk  worthy  of  the  Profeflion 
they  have  embraced.  They  continually  repeat  thefe 
following  words ,  Jefas  the  Mafier  of  Heaven,  who 
fad  his  blood  for  m :  Jefas  who  died  to  five  at.  Be¬ 
ing  it  is  the  Myftery  wherein  we  moft  carefully  in- 
ftru<ft  them,  fo  it  is  that  they  moft  ftedfaftly  believe. 
Every  one  fhall  have  their  Crucifixes  in  their  Cham¬ 
bers  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  nakednefs  of  our  Ima¬ 
ges  did  at  firft  give  fome  offence,  yet  have  they  in 
procefs  of  time  accuftomed  themfelves  to  them,  We 
diftribute  them  to  the  People  with  fome  precaution, 
for  fear  they  may  chance  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
Idolaters,  who  might  either  through  ignorance  or 
malice,  be  apt  to  prophane  them. 

And  this  was  the  reafon  why  after  Mafs  was  laid, 

I  commonly  removed  from  the  Altar  a  large  graven 
Crucifix,  the  Vagans  do  oftentimes  come  outofcu- 
riofity  to  fee  our  Churches ;  now  they  might  have 
ftole  it  away,  or  fpoken  of  it  irreverently  and  blaf- 
phemoufly ;  which  neverthelefs  was  not  brought  to 
pals  by  the  Paints  of  Chrift’s  Paffion  which  I  left 
with  them. 

Now  as  for  Ghriftians,  we  are  far  from  condeal- 
ing  from  them  this  facred  Myftery  of  our  Redemp¬ 
tion,  or  from  diflembling  in  the  leaft  circumftanee 
of  the  fame.  What  certain  Hereticks  have  writ  con¬ 
cerning  it,  is  afoul  Calumny,  which  all  the  Chinefi 
Books  and  Cuts  therein  engraven,  have  long  ago  difi 
proved  and  confuted. 

The  Crofs  is  carried  publickly  in  the  Streets  ini 
Proceffion,  planted  on  the  tops  of  Churches,  painted 
over  the  Doors  of  the  Chriftians  Houfes.  I  have  no 
where  obferved  the  Ceremony  of  the  Adoring  of 
the  Crofs ,  performed  every  Good  Friday  publickly, 
pra&ifed  with  more  Adoration  than  in  China  i  nay, 
I  fineerely  proteft,  that  I  never  affifted  thereat  with¬ 
out  being  forced  to  mingle  my  Tears  with  thefe  of 
the  Believers,  who  outdo  themfelves  in  Devotion  and 
G  c  s  pub'hcfc 
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publick  Penance  on  that  day  efpecially.  Thofe  who 
jiave  accufed  their  Faith  in  this  point,  would  them- 
(elves  be  afhamed  at  the  infenfiblenefs-  of  Europeans, 
had  they  aflifted  at  our  Ceremonies.  For  our  part, 
we  are  overjoyed  to  fee  the  Opprobrium  of  the  Crols 
to  Triumph,  as  far  as  the  utmofi:  limits  of  the  Uni- 
verfe,  over  the  moft  proud  and  haughty  Nation  in 
the  World. 

The  particular  Inftruftion  of  the  Cbiuefe  Women 
is  much  more  troublefome  than  that  of  Men ;  they 
are  never  Vifited  but  in  the  time  of  their  Sicknefs, 
neither  do  they  ever  come  to  vifit  the  Miffionaries ; 
but  they  may  be  ilpoken  with  in  their  Churches,  or 
elfe  one  may  caufe  them  to  meet  every  Fortnight  to 
fay  Mafs,  and  adminifter  the  Sacrament  to  them ; 
they  dare  not  come  oftner  for  fear  of  Scandal ,  the 
Laws  of  the  Country  do  not  fo  much  as  allow 
them  that,  becaufe  the  diforders  that  happen  every 
time  the  Pagan  Women  vifit  the  Temples  of  the 
Bonzes,  cauleth  our  Aflemblies  to  be  fufpefted ,  and 
affords  a  fpecious  pretence  to  the  Gentiles  to  cry 
down  Religion. 

.  Notwithftanding  a  Man  cannot  imagine  what 
Fruit  may  be  reap’d  by  it;  I  came  to  this  Church 
upon  Friday  Evening  to  hear  Confeffion.  ’Tis  always 
in  a  place  expofed  to  every  ones  view ;  for  in  this 
cafe  one  cannot  aft  with  too  much  caution.  On 
Saturday  morning  I  finifhed  the  Confeffions  of  thofe 
that  were  not  able  to  get  a  place  the  day  foregoing. 
Aimoft  every  one  of  them  Confefs,  and  would  be 
glad  fo  to  do  every  day  if  they  had  liberty  granted. 
Whether  it  be  tendernefs  of  Confcience,  or  efteem 
for  the  Sacrament,  or  fbme  other  reafon  beft  known 
to  themfelves,  I  know  not,  but  they  think  they  can 
never  fettime  enough  apart  to  difeover  their  Faults. 
There  is  required  abundance  of  patience  to  hear 
them ;  and  being  naturally  of  a  mild  difpofition,  they 
would  take  it  very  ill  to  be  handled  .  oughffy ;  yet 
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have  they  one  good  quality,  that  they  are  feldom 
Telly  and  Froward.  ■  They  receive  the  Infiru&ions 
from  their  Director  in  all  humility  >  they  blindly  pin 
their  Faith  upon  his  Sleeve:  we  never  inflidt  great 
Penance  on.  them,  nay  tho’  it  be  a  difficult  matter  to 
reduce  them  from  their  ordinary  Peccadilloes,  yet  do 
not  they  find  it  lo  hard  to  bewail  and  lament  for 
them. 

As  for  notorious  Sins  they  very  rarely  commit 
them,  becaufe  their  Condition  exempts  them  from 
themoft  dangerous  opportunities;  and  if  they  could 
be  brought  to  keep  Peace  in  their  domeflick  Affairs, 
their  Life  Would  be  otherwife  wonderful  innocent. 

I  have  obferved  in  many  of  them  a  certain  Devotion 
that  wanted  but  little  of  Holinefs.  They  always  ap¬ 
ply  themfelves  to  Bufinefs  or  to  Prayer,  feeking  all  op¬ 
portunities  for  the  Education  of  their  Children  or  for 
their  own  improvement :  Very  fcrupulous  and  nice  in 
the  oblervation  of  the  Pra&ice  of  every  Chriftian  Du¬ 
ty  ;  Charitable,  frequent  in  Mortification ;  in  a  parti¬ 
cular  manner  zealous  for  the  Gonverfion  of  Idolaters; 
attentive  to  all  Occafions  that  prefent  themfelves  to 
do  A&s  of  Charity  :  Iniomucn  that  I  have  heard 
the  ancienteft  Miffionaries  fay,  That  if  China  once 
turn’d  Chriftian,  alrnoft  all  the  Women  would  be 
faved.  This  is  not  an  affe&ed  Encomium  of  the  Chinese 
Women  ;  I  do  faithfully  and  honeftly  relate  what  I 
have  feen,  and  I  judge  of  other  Churches  by  this 
whereof  I  have  the  Care  andCondudt. 

The  Inftrudtion  of  the  Youth  ol  riper  years  gave 
me  as  much  trouble.  I  was  perfwaded  that  this 
Age  above  all  other,  requir’d  cultivating,  efpecially 
in  China ,  where  many  things  concur  to  make  them 
have  an  averfion  for  the  Service  of  God :  their  eafie 
fbft  Temper,  the  Complaifance  of  all  about  them ; 
their  Relations  that  doat  upon  them ,  and  feldom 
carry  a  ftrift  hand  over  them,  but  let  them  have 
their  Wills,  The  Company  of  Heathen  Children 
Cc?  always 
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always  corrupted  and  vicious  very  loon ;  their  de- 
pendance  their  complaifance  with  School-mafters, 
who  many  times  have  fuch  influence  on  them  as  to 
infpire  them  with  an  averfion  for  Religion.  All 
thefe  are  Obftacles  to  their  Inftruftion,  very  hard  to 
l'urmount  what  care  (oever  we  take. 

Yet  was  I  willing  to  difcharge  my  Duty  by  feve- 
ral  ways  and  means.  That  which  appeared  to  ma 
the  mod  effectual,  was  to  take  a  Chriftian  School* 
matter  into  ray  Houfe,  who  was  an  able  zealous 
Man.  The  Children  came  thither  to  learn,  and  I 
took  the  opportunity  to  inftil  Devotion  into  them; 
to  expound  to  them  the  principal  Articles  of  Religi¬ 
on,  to  train  them  up  and  difcipline  them  againlt  the 
Aflaults  of  the  Gentiles,  to  accuftom  them  to  the 
Ceremonies  of  the  Church  where  they  a  flitted  at 
Mafs  every  day.  This  pra&fle  did  alfo  produce 
another  good  efFedi.  The  Children  of  Idolaters  who 
came  to  Study  under  the  Tuition  of  the  fame  Matter, 
whether  by  reafon  of  cheapnefs,  or  becaufe  of  the 
nearnefs  of  the  place,  heard,  whether  they  would 
or  no,  what  was  taught  to  their  Schoolfellows: 
Thefe  inttrudions  form'd  and  leafon’d  them  by  little 
and  little  to  Chriflianity,  and  replenifhed  their  Mind 
with  abundance  of  good  Notions  and  Idea's,  which, 
as  fo-many  Seeds,  in  procefs  of  time  did  produce 
Evangelical  Fruit,  that  is  to  fay,  real  Converfions. 

It  were  to  be  wifh’d  there  were  a  good  number 
of  Chriftian  School-mafters  that  might  teach  gratis 
in  Cities,  that  would  be  the  beft  means  to  propagate 
Religion,  and  to  prelsrve  good  Manners,  and  keep 
up  decorum  in  Families;  but  the  Mifltonaries are  fo 
far  from  being  m  a  condition  to  maintain  them,  that 
they  are  hard  put  to  it  to  lubfift  themfelves ;  for  they 
do  not  lead  fuch  a  Life  as  fome  ill-informed,  or  rather 
iil-affedted  Authors  would  have  made  the  World  be¬ 
lieve  they  did.  Nay,  and  I  fpeak  even  of  thofe  who 
are  at  Court,  wfto  feem  by  their  outfidc  to  live  in 
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the  affluence  of  all  Accommodations.  It  is  true  in¬ 
deed  they  go  in  their.  Silks,  (according  to  the  mode 
of  the  Country )  when  they  go  to  vifit  Perlons 
of  Quality,  yea,  and  they  are  fometimes  carried  in  a 
Sedan,  or  elfe  on  Horfeback,  attended  by  Servants. 
All  which  is  neceffary  to  keep  up  their  Credit,  and 
preferve  the  proteftion  of  the  NlanAar'ms,  for  want  of 
which  the  Chriftians  would  be  often  oppreft.  But 
yet  that  makes  the  Miffionaries  to  lead  an  bard  Life ; 
for  thole  Expences  confuming  their  whole  Revenue, 
or  Peniion,  which  never  amounts  to  an  Hundred 
Crowns  per  Annum ,  the  (mall  portion  thac  remains 
is  fcarce  fiuEcient  to  live  on.  The  Miffionary  is 
very  decently  (not  to  fay  very  poorly  habited)  in  his 
Houle;  his  Lodging  is  very  inconvenient,  he  lies 
upon  the  hard  Ground,  or  upon  a  very  thin  Quilr 
without  Sheets.  As  for  his  Table,  it  is  fo  frugal,  that 
there  is  never  a  Monk  in  Europe  to  whom  the  Canon 
prefcribes  luch  a  vigorous  Abliinence ;  fome  of  them 
pals  whole  Years  together  with  only  Rice,  legumin¬ 
ous  Vegitables,  and  Water ;  for  the  Thee  that  is  ufu- 
ally  drank,  is  neither  plealant  to  the  Palat  of  a  Cbinefe 
nor  a  Foreigner. 

However,  I  fpeak  only  of  the  time  that  they  are 
in  their  Houfe ;  for  as  loon  as  ever  they  come  abroad 
to  travel  about  the  Provinces,  and  to  feek  the  loft 
Sheep  in  the  Villages,  Mountains,  and  the  moft  re¬ 
mote  places,  one  is  not  able  to  exprefs  the  continual 
fatigues  of  their  Miffion;  (I  fpeak  chiefly  of  thole 
that  perform  in  the  Wefterh  Provinces ;  for  the 
Channels  that  water  almoft  all  the  Provinces  of  the 
South,  make  thele  Perambulations  lefs  tedious.)  Then 
it  is  that  they  labour  Night  and  Day,  lie  in  Barns,  eat 
with  the  poor  Country  Men,  and  areexpofed  to  the 
fcorching  Sun,  and  the  moll  vehement  Cold,  often¬ 
times  covered  all  over  with  Snow,  and  wet  to  the 
Skin  with  Rain.  And  then  we  met  with  nothing  to 
comfort  us  at  our  arrival  but  fervent  Chriftians,  that 
GC4  quite 
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that  they  expect  from  us. 

The  Province  of  Xenfi,  that  fell  to  my  care,  is  one 
ofchevaftefrinail  Chma.  Ihadfome  Chriftiin  Chur¬ 
ches  eflablifned  within  an  hundred  Leagues  of  one  . 
another,  whither  I  mult  go  hy  Roads  To  toilfome, 
that  even  Horfes  are  of  no  ufe.  They  have  Mules 
bred  in  the  Mountains,  and  managed  for  thefe  fort  of 
Journeys,  that  is  to  fay,  for  the  eafieft  Ways;  as  for 
the  other  Ways  you  are  fain  to  fopt  it,  whether  you 
creep  on  all  four  up  the  Rocks,  or  defoend  into  the 
Precipices.  You  crofs  over  the  Valley  in  Water  and 
Dirt,  expofed  to  Tygres,  but  yet  more  to  Robbers, 
whole  retreat  the  Country  does  favour. 

They  are  not  like  thofe  fine  ways  and  delightful 
pleafant  Champaign  Provinces  of  the  South,  which 
Art  and  Nature  have  feem’d  rather  to  have  made  for 
the  delight  of  the  Inhabitants,  than  for  the  conveni¬ 
ence  of  Travellers.  The  Valleys  of  the  Alps  and 
Pyrenees  are  much  more  pa  fable  i  and  one  may  pro¬ 
perly  fay  of  China ,  that  where  it  is  fine,  nothing  in 
the  World  is  finer ;  and  when  it  feems  to  be  fo,  no¬ 
thing  is  more  horrid  and  frightful.  Neverthelefs, 
fince  the  death  of  Father  Faber,  one  takes  delight  to 
travel  aiong  thofe  tedious  Roads  that  he  watered  for- 
mei  ly  with  the  fweat  of  his  Brows,  where  he  hath 
filed  abroad  that  fweet  favour  of  Holinefs  that  Hill 
upholds  the  Faith  of  Chriftians,  and  animates  the 
Zeal  of  the  Millionaries, 

The  oiher  Churches  of  this  Province  are  more 
e.ifily  come  at,  I  Ipent  a  great  part  oi  the  Year  in 
travelling  from  Village  to  Village,  Catechizing, 
Preaching,  adminiitring  the  Sacraments  to  Believers 
thataffembled  upon  my  paiTage  in  all  the  places  that 
i  appointed.  1  divided  my  Time  between  them  and 
the  Idolaters,  whole  Converfion  always  proves  more 
f  requent  in  thofe  folitary  remote  places  than  in  great 
.Cities,  or  in  the  Metropolis  of  a  Province.  Some 
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of  them  there  were,  who  being  already  convinced 
of  the  Truth  by  reading,  or  by  their  Commerce  with 
Chriifians,  came  of  their  own  accord  to  receive 
Baptifm :  Others  fhaken,  and  rouzed  either  by  their 
Relations  or  Friends,  came  to  hear  Deputations,  and 
at  laft  furrendred  themfelves  to  the  Grace  of  JESUS 
CHRIST:  Many  allured  by  novelty,  or  by  the  in¬ 
treaty  of  their  Neighbours,  heard  attentively,  and  al¬ 
ways  difputed  with  a  great  deal  of  heat ;  amongft 
whom  fome  there  were  that  withdrew  from  the  Di- 
fputation  more  hardened  than  ever ;  yet  others  more 
faithful  to  the  drawings  of  the  Spirit,  gave  Glory  to 
God,  and  humbly  acknowledged  their  Errors.  All 
my  trouble  in  thefe  forts  of  Controveriies,  was,  that 
I  could  not  deliver  my  felf  as  1  would.  The  diffi¬ 
culty  of  explaining  my  felf  in  a  foreign  Language 
deprived  the  Truth  of  its  Weight  and  Power.  I 
thought  iff  could  but  have  fpoken  my  native  Tongue, 
there  fhould  not  have  been  one  Idolater  in  my  Au¬ 
ditory,  that  fhould  not  have  opened  his  eyes  to  Truth 
firft,  and  then  to  Faith.  But  befides  that,  Men  com¬ 
monly  fpeak  enough  of  it  to  make  every  Man  in- 
excufable,  as  St.  Paul  faith ;  yet  I  made  moreover 
this  Refle&ion,  That  he  that  Plants,  and  he  that  Wa¬ 
ters,  what  pains  foever  he  may  take,  and  how  ex¬ 
pert  foever  he  may  be  in  Planting  and  Watering 
well,  yet  does  but  very  little  by  that.  A  Man  ought 
to  refer  this  great  Work  of  converting  Souls  to  God » 
’tis  he  alone  that  cagfes  thefe  Plants  to  encreafe,  that 
nourifhes  them,  that  raifes  them  up  to  himfelf,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  order  of  his  infinite  Mercy  and  eter¬ 
nal  Purpofes.  And  at  thefe  fet  Times  fixed  and  or¬ 
dained  in  the  eternal  Counfels  of  Divine  Predeftina- 
tion,  how  many  times  have  1  feen  a  few  ill  words 
pronounced  fenfibly  to  triumph  over  Error,  becaufe 
the  Holy  Spirit,  that  Matter  within  the  Eled,  doth 
unfold  the  fenfe  of  them ;  whereas  prolix  Dilcourfes 
have  had  none  other  effed,  but  only  to  harden  the 
heart* 
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heart ;  when,  by  a  juft -  Judgment ,  God  was  not 
pleafed  to  accompany  them  with  an  extraordinary 
evidence  and  demonftration  of  the  Spirit. 

You  will,  without  doubt,  mod  Reverend  Father, 
be  exceeding  glad  to  understand  the  nature  of  the 
main  difficulties  we  meet  withal  in  the  Converfion 
of  the  Gentiles.  I  have  obferved  three  forts  of  them, 
that  feem  peculiar  to  the  Chmefc.  Perlons  of  Qua. 
lity,  and  thofe  who  would  be  thought  wife,  obje&ed 
chiefly  againft  the  Myfteries:  Their  hearts  rofe 
chiefly  againft  the  Trinity  and  Incarnation  ;  a  God 
that  was  penetrable,  a  God  that  could  die,  wasnolefs 
in  refpett  of  them,  than  of  the  Jews  a  (tumbling 
block  and  a  piece  of  folly.  The  exiftence  of  God, 
Eternal,  Supreme,  infinitely  Juft,  infinitely  Powerful, 
went  eafily  down  with  them,  and  the  convincing 
proofs  of  it  that  I  urged  to  them, made  them  fometimes 
forbear  entering  into  the  Lifts  with  me  thereupon. 

To  proceed  in  order,  and  to  follow  the  roads 
which  Prudence  and  Holy  Fathers  have  chalked  out 
for  us  on  thefe  occafions,  I  divided  our  Religion  in¬ 
to  two  parts.  In  the  firft  I  propofed  to  them  what- 
foever  Reafon  exempt  from  Paffion  di&ates  to  us. 
That  there  is  a  God ;  that  this  God  being  infinitely 
Holy,  enjoynsuscoloveVertue,  andfhun  Vice,  too- 
bey  Princes,  to  refpedt  our  Relations,  to  do  no  wrong 
to  ones  Neighbour ;  that  good  Men  that  are  often¬ 
times  miferable  in  this  World,  enjoy  a  certain  reward 
in  the  next:  That  on  the  contrary,  wicked  Men, 
who  fpend  their  life  in  inordinate  Pleafures,  are  ri- 
gorioufly  punilhed  after  death:  That  this  fame  Hope 
and  Fear,  that  are  the  beginning  of  Wifdom ,  are 
like  wife  the  firft  Rule  of  our  Demeanour ;  but  yet 
that  theenflamed  Love  that  every  Man  ought  to  have 
for  this  fupreme  Arbitrator pf  Life  and  Death,  is  ca¬ 
pable  alone  to  render  us  perfeft. 

After  I  had  convinced  them  by  thefe  Maxims,  I 
bid  them  pra&ife  with  this  Spirit  of  Love  and  Fear, 
theft 
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thefe  Divine  Leffons , proftrate your  felves  everyday 
before  the  infinite  Majefty  of  this  God  that  you  ac¬ 
knowledge;  in  thispofture,  with  tears  in  your  Eyes, 
and  an  Heart  broken,  and  contrite  with  grief  for 
knowing  him  fo  late,  beg  of  him  from  the  bottom 
of  your  heart :  that  he  would  pleafe  to  raife  you  to 
thefe  fublime  Truths,  which  Reafon  doth  not  difco- 
ver  to  you,  but  which  it  hath  pleafed  him  to  reveal 
to  the  World  by  his  beloved  Son,  which  at  prefent 
make  up  the  particular  Chara&er  of  the  Chrillian 
Faith. 

It  was  not  always  fuch  an  eafie  matter  to  obtain 
what  I  demanded ;  the  moft  part  of  the  Gentiles 
accuftomed  blindly  to  purlue  their  Paffions,  found 
more  difficulty  to  embrace  this  Novel-kind  of  Life, 
than  to  believe  the  moft  abftrufe  Myfteries.  Yet  I 
can  allure  you.  Reverend  Father,  that  of  all  thole 
that  fubmitted  thereto  in  earneft,  I  fee  not  any  that 
was  not  a  few  days  after  dilpofed  to  believe  the  moft 
difficult  things  which  the  New  Teftament  teacheth 
us;  So  true  it  is,  that  Faith  is  the  gift  of  God,  that  . 
cannot  be  acquired  by  all  the  force  of  Reafoning; 
and  thofe  only  obtain ,  who  follow  our  Saviours 
Counfel:  Seek  and  ye  (had  find, ,  knock  and  it  (had  be 
opened  to  you.  God  indeed,  to  accomplilh  this  pro¬ 
mile,  did  concur  pretty  often  to  the  Converfion  in 
a  moft  miraculous  manner,  and  I  obferved  in  feveral 
new  Converts  fo  many  enlightnings,  juft  upon  their 
relolving  to  live  well,  and  be  conftant  in  Prayer, 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  muft  needs  have  illuminated 
them. 

A  Gentleman  whom  reading  and  diluting  had 
made  to  waver  in  his  Opinion,  could  not  yetrefolve 
to  believe ;  yet  he  determined  notwithftanding  to 
pradtifeahe  Morality  of  JESUS  CHRIST,  luppofing 
that  a  good  Life  would  much  conduce  todifpeltheie 
Mills.  At  the  firft  his  Doubts  got  ground  of  him 
inftead  of  being  vanquifhed :  The  more  he  looked 
upon 
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upon  the  Crofs,  the  more  did  his  Spirit  revolt.  He 
compared  the  Fables  of,  his  own  Religion  with  the 
ignominious  death  of  a  God-man,  that  lays  the  Foun¬ 
dation  of  ours.  They  both  feem’d  to  him  equally 
ridiculous;  and  'take  what  care  he  could  to  fearcb, 
nothing  could  he  find  that  confirm’d  him  more  in 
Chriitianity,  than  in  Idolatry.  His  Relations  and 
divers  of  .his  Friends  and  Acquaintance,  ufed  their 
utrnofl  endeavour  to  win  him  over  to  J  E  S  U  S 
CHRIST,  but  all  to  no  purpofe,  and  he  was  juft 
upon  the  point  of  taking  up  his  old  courfe  again, 
when  our  blefied  Lord  flopt  him  upon  the  very 
brink  of  the  Precipice. 

One  Night  (as  1  had  it  from  his  own  mouth)  he 
{aw  in  his  Dream  Heaven  open  ;  JESUS  CHRIST 
appear’d  to  him  full  of  Maiefly,  fitting  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  Father,  and  furrounded  with  an  infinite 
company  of  blefied  Spirits :  on  one  hand  he  fhewed 
him  thofe  eternal  Rewards  that  are  promiled  to  Chri- 
ftians  s  on  the  other  he  difcovered  to  him  profound 
.  Abyffes,  which  the  Torments  and  Shreiks  of  a  great 
many  Idolaters  made  gaflly  and  frightful.  That  is 
thy  portion,  faith  he,  with  a  threatning  countenance, 
if  thou  Joji  not  follow  me.  Oh !  Son,  continued  he 
with  a  more  mild  countenance,  Mnjt  my  Croft  if 
■  courage  you  ?  And  mu(l  a  death  which  is  the  fource  of  my 
glory ,  make  you  afiamed? 

This  Vifion frighted  him,  and  he  awakened  quite 
another  Man ;  he  did  not  look  upon  it  as  a  Dream,  he 
did  not  bufie  himfelf  to  find  out  what  extraordinary 
thing,  chance,  and  an  over-heated  imagination  were 
capable  oftentimes  to  produce  during  fleep :  the  poor 
Man  being  perfiiaded  that  God  had  fpoken  to  him, 
demanded  to  bebaptifed  with  a  great  deal  of  impor¬ 
tunity  :  nay,  and  he  was  fo  far  from  having  any  trou¬ 
ble  to  fu'omit  to  the  belief  of  our  Myfteries,  that  he 
preceded  he  would  willingly  part  with  his  life  to  de¬ 
fend  the  Truth  of  them. 

Ano- 
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Another  lefs  knowing,  yet  much  more  obftinate, 
aid  not  only  not  foriake  his  Errors,  but  did  even  IcofF 
at  and  deride  our  mod  holy  Myfteries,  and  was  pre- 
fent  at  my  inftrudfions,  only  to  jeer  them :  yet  had 
he  permitted  bis  Wile  to  turn  Chridian,  fcecaufe  he 
was  not  willing,  by  eroding  her  defire,  to  breed  a 
difturbance  in  his  Family.  But  laid,  he  would  have 
a  great  care  of  following  her  example ;  far  fear  the 
World  Ihould  be  apt  to  believe  that  all  his  Family 
was  run  mad. 

Being  naturally  of  a  more  fpritely  temper,  and 
brisker  than  your  Chinefe  ufually  are ;  1  endeavoured 
to  win  by  fair  means,  more  than  by  Deputation ;  at 
length,  perceiving  neither  of  them  prove  effectual, 

1  went  one  evening  to  his  Houle  to  fee  him,  and 
taking  him  afide ;  I  depart  to  morrow,  Sir,  (aid  f, 
and  am  come  to  take  my  leave  of  you.  I  mud  needs 
confefs  it  is  not  without  home  foriow,  not  only  be* 
caufelleaveyou,  but  more-efpecially  becaufe  I  leave 
you  in  your  Errors.  At  lead,  before  my  departure, 
do  me  one  fmail  kindnefs ;  your  Wife  is  a  Chridian, 
fhehathan  Image  of  the  God-man,  whofe  Religion 
I  Preach,  do  fo  much  as  Proftrate  your  felf  fome- 
times  before  this  fame  Image,  and  befeech  him  whom 
it  reprefents  to  illuminate  your  mind,  if  it  be  true 
that  he  hath  Power  lo  to  do,  and  if  he  be  capable  of 
hearing  you.  He  promifed  me  he  would  do  it,  and 
prelently  after  my  back  was  turned  he  performed  his 
promife. 

His  Wife,  ignorant  of  what  had  pad,  feeing  him 
upon  his  Knees  adoring  JESUS  CHRIST  by  often 
bowing  his  Head  before  this  Image,  fuppofed  he  was 
Converted,  and  fent  one  of  her  Relations  into  an 
Houfe  adjoyning  where  I  was,  to  acquaint1  me  with 
it:  I  ran  thither,  and  found  him  dill  fo  taken  up  in 
this  Aftion,  and  in  Prayer,  that  I  had  not  a  mind  to 
interrupt  him. 

As  foon  as  he  role  from  his  Knees,  I  told  him  I 
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could  not  fufficiently  fignifie  my  joy  to  him,  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  wonderful  change  God  had  lately 
wrought  in  him. 

How  !  faith  he,  all  amazed,  did  you  lee  at  luch  a 
diftance  what  paft  in  my  mind,  or  hath  God  re¬ 
vealed  it  to  you?  JESUS  CHRIST  himfelf,  reply’d 
I,  lets  me  underftand  fo  much,  for  he  acquaints  us 
that  thole  who  ask  any  thing  of  his  Father  in  his 
name  (hall be  heard.  Oh!  Father,  cryed  he,  it  is 
true,  I  am  no  longer  the  lame  Man,  I  perceive  my 
felf  a  Chriftian  without  yet  knowing  whatChriftia- 
nity  means ;  but  pray  inftrud  me,  I  am  ready  to 
fubmit,  and  to  receive  Baptilm  this  very  moment  i( 
you  pleafe. 

.1  told  him  I  baptized  no  body  before  I  had  firftin- 
ftru&ed  them,  that  being  obliged  to  depart,  I  would 
nominate  a  Chriftian  to  whom  he  might  have  re- 
courle  in  my  abfence.  He  confented  to  every  thing, 
and  we  proftrated  our  felves  before  this  miraculous  I- 
mage,  to  return  thanks  to  the  Divine  Majefty,  who 
can,  when  he  fees  good,  from  the  hardeft  Stones  rails 
up  Children  unto  Abraham; 

Amongft  leveral  other  effe&s  of  that  Grace,  where¬ 
with  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  blefs  my  Million,  the 
Converfion  of  an  old  Officer  in  the  Army  teems 
worth  the  relating  to  you.  From  a  private  Sentinal, 
he  was  got  up  to  be  the  King’s  Lieutenant  in  one  of 
the  Cities  of  the  third  Order,  notwithftanding  he  was 
very  rich,  yet  had  he  never  a  Concubine ;  his  Wife 
being  a  Chriftian,  obliged  him  to  live  in  a  more  re¬ 
gular  manner  than  other  Mandarins.  But  nothing 
could  determine  him  to  turn  Chriftian ;  not  that  he 
was  biggoted  to  Paganifm,  his  delire  of  advancing 
himfelf  in  the  World  took  up  all  his  thoughts,  and 
had  till  that  time  never  owned  any  Deity  but  his  For¬ 
tune.  This  indifterency  for  all  forts  of  Religion,  isof 
all  conditions  the  molt  dangerous ; and  I  have  found 
by  Experience  that  a  Man  is  never  at  a  greater  di- 
ftansf 


the  New  Chriftians  in  China,  jpp 

ftance  from  the  true  God  than  when  he  acknowledges; 

Yet  had  he  a  great  value  for  Ghriflians,  becaufe  he 
edified  by  their  innocent  Life.  When  I  chanced  to  go 
to  his  City  he  always  made  me  a  Vifit ;  and  becaufe 
he  thought  it  pleafed  me,  he  went  fometimes  into  the 
Church  to  lie  proftrate  before  the  Altars.  I  thereupon 
took  occafion  to  lay  the  bufinefs  of  his  Salvation  home 
to  him,  but  he  heard  the  moft  ferious  things,  that  I 
fpoketohim  thereupon,  with  a  Smile. 

One  day  fpeaking  to  him  of  Hell  in  a  more  terri¬ 
fying  manner  than  ufual;  Yon  muft  not  be  furprized 
at  my  undauntednefs,  fays  he,  it  would  be  a  great 
lhame  for  an  old  Officer,  as  I  am,  to  be  afraid.  E- 
ver  fince  I  turned  Soldier  I  took  up  the  refolution  to 
fear  nothing:  but  after  all,  faith  he,  what  reafon  can 
I  have  to  fear  ?  Ido  no  body  wrong  j  I  ferve  my 
Friends,  and  am  faithful  to  the  Emperor,  and  if 
heretofore  I  have  been  fubjeft  to  the  ufual  diforders  of 
Youth,  I  am  at  prefenttemperateenoughin  myPlea- 
fures.  That  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  replied  I,  that 
you  ftrive  to  gratifie  the  World,  but  you  are  no  wife 
felicitous  to  render  to  God  what  you  owe  to  him ; 
could  you  imagine  you  fhouldbe  a  good  Officer,  in 
difcharging  the  particular  Duty  of  your  Galling,  if 
you  refus’d  at  the  fame  time  to  obey  and  acknowledge 
the  Emperor. 

’Tis  not  enough  to  be  regular  in  all  the  Anions  of 
a  private  Life :  the  principal  Duty  of  a  Subject  is  to 
fubmit  to  his  Sovereign,  and  the  whole  Duty  of  a 
Man  is  to  own  and  fear  God.  You  are  in  the  right, 
faith  he,  I  do  ferioufly  think  it.  You  think  fo  in 
vain,  replied  I,  if  that  God,  which  I  fpeak  to  you 
of,  does  not  give  good  Thoughts.  Beg  of  him  this 
Evening  to  enlighten  your  Undemanding,  he  will 
hear  your  Voice ;  but  do  you  remember  alio  to  liften 
to  bis,  and  follow  it. 


Altho* 
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Altho’  I  could  hope  no  more  from  this  Difcourfe 
than  from  feveral  other  preceding  ones,  yet  I  ob- 
ferved  he  was  wrought  upon :  I  mention’d  fome, 
iuch  thing  to  his  Wife,  who  took  an  occafion  there¬ 
upon  to  {peak  home  to  him,  and  one  of  his  Officers 
being  very 'Zealous,  and  well  indru&ed,  defiredhim 
dt  lead  to  affid  at  Evening  Prayer  to  be  performed  in 
his  Houfe.  His  prefence  ftirred  up  the  fervency  of 
his  Domedicks,  and  they  all  beg’d  of  J  E  S  U  $ 
CHRIST  that  he  might  be  converted,  with  Cries 
and  Tears,  which  the  infinite  goodnefs  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty  can  fcarce  ever  withftand. 

From  this  very  moment  he  began  to  waver,  and 
the  various  thoughts  he  revolved  in  his  mind  a  great 
part  of  the  night  concerning  the  danger-  wherein  he 
was,  made  him  take  up  a  refolutiort  to  go  through 
with  Religion.  But  our  Lord  inftrudted  him  concer¬ 
ning  it  immediately ;  for  he  ferioufly  protefted,  that 
being  a  little  (leepy,  he  had  fuch  horrible  reprefen- 
tations'  of  Hell,  that  it. was  no  longer  in  fufpence 
whether  or  no  he  fhould  refolve :  Uport  his  awaken¬ 
ing  he  found  himfelfa'Chriftian,  or  at  lead  he  took 
up  a  firm  refolution  fo  to  be  as  loon  as  poflible  he 
could.  He  forthwith  repaired  to  the  Church  where 
I  faidMafs;  when  it  wasfinilhed,  I  was  furprizedto 
fee  him  at  my  Feet  begging  Baptifm  of  me,  with  his 
Eyes  bathed  in  Tears.  Weeping,  I  fay,  for  fcarce 
could  he  utter  his  mind,  fo  much  did  his  Sighs  and 
Tears  interrupt  his  Difcourfe  :  he  fpoke  likewife 
with  a  much  more  confident  Air,  and  there  wasob- 
ferved  in  his  Aftion  I-  know  not  what  fort  of  fear, 
that  had  feifen  him ,  of  which  he  was  not  Matter.  | 
Whether  it  was  that  his  imagination  Was  dill  fmitten 
with  the  reprefentation  of  Hell,  or  whether  God  by 
this  change  was  pleafed  to  make  us,  as  well  ashim,ap* 
prehenfive  that  all  the  bravery  and  haughtinefs  that 
War  is  capable  ofinfpiringi  is  not  proof  againd  that 
faving  horror  wliich  he  darts  (  when  it  pleafes  him/ 
into  the  mod  undaunted  Hearts.  ’ 
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I  had  a  great  mind,  according  to  my  cuftom,  to 
take  fome  time  to  examine  and  mftrubt  him,  but  he 
protefted  that  he  would  not  go  out  of  the  Church  till 
he  was  baptifed-  Perhaps  1  [hall  die  this  very‘ni(rbt,  laid 
he  to  me,  and  you  will  be  grieved  te  know  me  eternally 
damn'd.  His  refolution  not  to  forfake  me,  the  intreaty 
of  Chriftians,  that  went  down  to  the  ground  to  me 
to  obtain  this  favour,  and  1  know  not  what  internal 
motion,  prevailed  upon  me.  I  examined  him  about 
every  point  of  Religion  :  he  underftood  one  pa:  t  of 
it,  and  learnt  the  reft  with  fo  much  ealinefs,  that  tw'o 
hours  after,  I  thought  I  could  initiate  him  Into  our 
Myfteries.  His  Converfon  made  a  great  noiie  in  the 
City,  feveral  Idolaters  followed  his  Example;  and 
fince  in  Heaven  it  felf  there  is  rejoycing  at  the  repen¬ 
tance  of  one  Sinner ;  there  is  no  queftion  but  the 
Saints  and  Angels  were  joyful  of  the  Convsrfion  of 
this  very  Man. 

This  fubmiffion  of  our  fpirit  to  the  obfcureft  My¬ 
fteries,  how  difficult  foever  it  may  feem,  yet  is  it  not 
the  thing  that  troubles  the  Gentiles  moft  ;  feveral  o- 
ther  confiderations  are  greater  rubs  in  their  way.  The 
firft  is  the  reftitutityi  of  ill-gotten  Goods,  which  in 
reference  to  the  Merchants  and  Mandarins  is  an  al- 
moft  unfurmountable  Obftacle. 

Injuftice  and  Cozenage  are  fo  common  in  China , 
in  thefe  two  Conditions,  that  few  of  them  there  are 
who  have  enriched  themfelves  any  other  wav.  A 
Merchant  always  puts  off  his  Wares  at  the  deareft 
,  rate  he  can  poffibly,  and  never  utters  his  good  Mer- 
chandife  but  when  he  cannot  get  rid  of  his  bad.  Cun¬ 
ning  and  Graft,  fo  peculiar  to  this  Nation,  feem  to 
intitle  it  to’  the  right  of  Sophifticating  all  things.  But 
the  fanftity  of  our  Religion  doth  not  permic  what 
human  Laws  tolerate :  A  Man  when  he  is  become 
Rich  by  unjuft  dealing,  muft  come  and  make  up  his 
Accounts  with  God,  when  he  does  in  earneft  think  he 
is  come  to  the  knowledge  of  him.  I  muft  confels 
D  a  that 
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that  I  never  in  lifted  upon  this  point,  but  it  made  me 
tremble.  This  is  for  the  moft  part  a  Rock  of  offence 
to  a  Cbinefe. 

They  do  not  boggle  at  the  Myfteries,  nor  ever  call 
them  in  queftion,  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  they  feem 
not  cut  out  for  fpeculative  Sciences.  But  as  to  the  bu- 
finefs  of  Morality,  they  have  a  certain  penetrating 
aptnefs,  and  think  themfelves  little  inferiour  to  us. 

*  It  is  very  true,  fays  a  Merchant  to  me  one  Day, 
‘  Man  is  not  allowed  to  defraud,  or  do  wrong  to  his 

*  Neighbour ;  but  it  is  not  I  that  cheat  when  I  (ell  too 

*  dear,  or  wheA  I  put  off  my  bad  Stuffs,  the  Buyer  a- 
‘  bufes  himfelf.  As  he  for  his  part  defires  to  have 
‘  them  for  nothing,  or  as  little  as  he  can,  if  I  agree  to 
‘  it:  S:>1  likewife  am  in  the  right,  to  exadt  large  rates 

*  from  him,  and  to  receive  them,  if  he  be  fo  fimple 

*  as  to  give  them  me.  This  is  the  fruit  of  out  Induftry, 

*  and  this  profit  is  no  violence,  but  the  effett  of  my 
‘  Calling,  that  teaches  me  to  improve  my  Trade. 

‘  Moreover,  adds  he,  altho’  it  lliould  be  true  that  I 

*  Ihould  poffeis  another  Man’s  Goods,,  and  that  I 
‘  Ihould  have  committed  a  fault  by  enriching  my  (elf 
‘  at  his  coft.  How  can  I  have  the  Confidence  at  pre- 

*  fent  to  flap  my  Children  naked,  and  reduce  them  to 

*  beggery  ?  Believe  me.  Father,  thole  from  whom  I 
‘  have  extorted  what  they  had,  have  I’ll  warrant  you 
‘  done  as  much  to  others,  who  again  have  enriched 
‘  themfelves  after  the  fame  manner.  Here  it  is  the 
‘  Cuftom  to.  deal  thus,  and  every  one  in  particular, 
‘  ( if  they  have  any  reafon  )  ought  mutually  to  pardon 

*  one  another  for  thefe  fmall  faults ;  otherwife  we 

*  muft  undoe  and  overthrow  whole  Families,  and  in* 

*  troduce  a  diforder  worfe  than  the  mifchief  that  one 
‘  hath  committed.  As  for  my  part, I  freely  pardorf  thole 
‘  who  have  choufed  me,  provided  no  body  will  moleft 
‘  me  about  the  pretended  wrong  I  have  done  him. 

This  is  the  Language  of  the  Children  of  darknefi, 
of  whom  JESUS  CHRIST  faith,  That  is  is  eafier 
for 
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for  a  Gamel  to  go  through  the  Eye  of  a  Needle,  than 
for  a  rich  Man  to  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Hea¬ 
ven.  Let  a  Man  reprefent  to  them  what  he  pleafes ; 
yet  they  always  have  their  own  way,  being  more  ob¬ 
durate  than  blind  ;  for  they  feldom  fail  of  admiring 
Juftice,  and  an  unbyafied  humour  in  others.  See 
here  an  example  of  what  I  fay,  whereof  I  have  been 
witnefs  my  felf. 

A  young  Man  travelling  in  the  Province  of  Xenji, 
where  I  chanced  to  be,  found  a  Purfe  upon  the  Road 
of  about  ten  or  twelve  Crowns ;  he  had  the  honefty 
to  enquire  after  the  Perlon  to  whom  it  belonged,  that 
he  might  reftorc  it.  This  was  look’d  upon  as  an  he- 
roical  Adlion  by  the  Chine fe-  now  the  Mandarin  of 
the  place  would  not  let  him  do  it  without  a  recom- 
pence,  he  made  an  Encomium  of  it  himfelf  in  a  Difc 
courfe  that  was  printed  in  a  large  Cham&er,  and  af¬ 
fix’d  upon  the  Palace-Gate. 

But  God  Almighty,  to  whom  even  natural  Vertues 
are  acceptable,  was  infinitely  more  gracious  to  this 
young  Man.  For  proceeding  on  his  Journey,  a  Perfon 
unknown  to  him  accofted  him,  and  Laid,  How  came 
it  to  pafs  that  you  reftored  the  Money  fo  generoufly  ? 
Do  not  you  know  that  it  is  none  but  the  Chriftians 
Duty  to  do  luch  things  as  thele  ?  And  know,  that  in 
the  ftate  wherein  you  are,  all  your  moral  A&ions 
will  not  hinder  you  from  being  damned :  believe  me, 
you  will  do  well  to  go  to  the  Father  of  the  Chriftians, 
and  embrace  their  Religion,  without  which  all  your 
uprightnefs  and  natural  equity  will  Hand  you  in  no 
Head  after  death. 

He  immediately  obeyed,  and  returned  back  to  find 
me  out ;  he  related  to  me  with  abundance  of  modeft 
fimplicity  what  had  happened  to  him,  and  ever  and 
anon  he  would  be  faying;  What  is  it  to  be  a  Chrifti- 
an  ?  And  what  would  you  have  me  to  do  ?  I  itiftrutfed 
him  with  fo  much  the  more  eafinefs,  becaufe  he  took 
Nothing  amifs ;  In  a  word,  he  was  indued  with  fb 
Dd  2  much 
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much  innocence  and  candor,  that  l  was  much  taken 
with  him ;  fo  that  when  I  found  him  well  difpofed, 
I  proceeded  to  the  baptifing  of  him,  and  put  him'  in 
a  way  to  fantfifie  his  good  inclinations  for  the  future. 

The  Devil,  who  underftands  the  blind  fide  of  the 
Cbinefe  as  to  matter  of  filtered,  hath  infpired  the  Ido- 
laters  with  a  Maxim  that  always  retains  them  in  their 
Errors.  The  People  fancy,  that  one  is  Chridian  e* 
nough  if  one  be  poor,  and  that  Chridianity  was  the 
Religion  of  beggarly  Fellows.  So  that  if  there  hap¬ 
pen  any  misfortune  in  a  Family ;  if  there  chance  to 
Be  a  Chridian  in  it,  all  others  prefently  lay  the  blame 
upon  him,  and  load  him  with  their  Imprecations. 
One  cannot  without  a  ftrong  Faith  refid  this  Perfe¬ 
ction,  and  when  one  propofes  to  an  Idolater,  pre- 
poflefied  with  this  falle  Idea,  to  embrace  the  Chridian 
Religion ;  inward  Grace  mud  be  exceeding  drongto 
oblige  him  to  Sacrifice  his  Fortune,  and  to  forfake,  as 
he  imagines,  all  his  temporal  Intereds. 

This  very  reaion  fways  almod  with  all  the  Manda¬ 
rins,  who  venture  all  as  Coon  as  they  think  of  becom¬ 
ing  Chridians.  Father  Adam’s  fall,  that  drew  along 
with  it  fo  many  illudrious  Families  in  the  latePerfecu- 
tion,  makes  their  Hair  dill  dand  an  end.  They  know 
that  the  Religion  of  the  Europeans  is  not  approved 
of  by  the  Laws,  and  withal,  that  they  may  deprive 
all  fuch  as  embrace  it  of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes. 
What  Proteftion  foever  the  Emperor  may  grant  to 
the  Miffionaries,  he  may  hereafter  revoke  it,  he  may 
die.  And  the  Parliament  watch  all  opportunities  ima¬ 
ginable  to  root  out  Chridianity ;  fo  that  the  fear  of 
lofing  the  deceitful  riches  of  this  World,  deprive  a 
multitude  of  People  of  eternal  Bleffings,  which  they 
cannot  fufficiently  value,  nor  know  the  worth  of. 

But  now  if  a  Mandarin,  who  has  any  Work  of 
Giace  upon  his  Heart,  wave  all  thefe  Confiderations, 
yec  upon  his  Converfion,  he  meets  with  another  no¬ 
table  obdacle  tp  his  peifeverance,  dill  more  difficult 
to 
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io  furmount  than  the  former.  Since  the  Penfions 
the  Officers  are  not  capable  to  fupply  the  ufual  Ex- 
pences  of  their  Family,  they  have  no  other  Fund  for 
to  maintain  it  befides  injuftice. 

The  Minifters  of  State,  and  chief  Prefidents  of 
Sovereign  Courts  of  Judicature  of  Pekin,  do  under¬ 
hand  cxatft  considerable  lums  from  the  Vice-Roys. 
And  thefe  latter,  to  make  it  good,  have  recourfe  to 
the  principal  Mandarins  of  the  Province;  who  again 
lay  a  Tax  upon  the  Subaltern  Officers.  None  dare 
prelume  to  difpenfe  with  it,  without  running  into  the 
danger  of  being  quite  undone,  infomuch  that  every 
one  of  them,  that  he  may  maintain  his  Poll,  gapes 
after  getting  Money  by  hook  or  by  crook. 

This  Miniftry  of  injuftice,  which  the  Ambition  of 
the  Grandees,  and  Avarice  of  fome  of  inferior  Rank, 
have  introduced  into  the  Empire  lincethe  laft  Revo¬ 
lution,  gives  a  mortal  Blow  to  the  Eftablilhent  of  our 
moft  holy  Faith  upon  a  folid  Foundation,  becaule  a 
Chriftian  Mandarin  ceafes  to  be  a  good  Chriftian, 
if  he  fleeces  and  robs,  or  elfe  he  ceales  to  be  a  Man¬ 
darin  if  he  do  not  cheat. 

However,  we  meet  with  a  great  many  of  them, 
whom  Providence  prelerves,  who  have  not  bowed 
the  Knee  to  Baal.  We  have  fsen  in  China ,  as  in  the 
Primitive  Church,  fbme  Examples  of  this  Chriftian 
generality,  that  count  the  Goods  of  this  World  as  no¬ 
thing,  in  hopes  that  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  will 
one  Day  be  their  Inheritance.  During  the  time  of 
the  Perlecution  there  paftan  hundred  things  of  this 
nature,  that  might  afford  matter  of  Edification;  but 
being  I  fet  down  nothing  but  what  I  have  leen,  I 
lhall  content  my  lelf  to  relate  a  moi  e  recent  Example 
which  likewile  much  aife&ed  me. 

A  fervent  Chriftian  of  the  Province  of  Xenf,  af¬ 
ter  he  had  enriched  himfelf  in  divers  honourable  em¬ 
ploys,  did  at  laft  retire  from  the  World,  refolving  to 
by  out  one  part  of  his  Eftate  in  the  Service  of  God, 
D  d  %  and 
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and  to  difpofe  of  the  other  in  leading  a  peaceable 
and  innocent  life  with  his  Family.  He  had  built  a 
Church  in  the  Country,  whither  I  fometimes  went 
to  Adminifter  the  Sacraments,  and  Baptife  the  Cha- 
techifts,  whom  he  took  fpecial  care  to  train  up  him- 
felf  But  his  Houfe  (landing  in  a  place  that  was  a 
great  thorough- fair,  the  Troops  that  are  continually 
going,  and  coming  in  China,  laid  all  his  Grounds 
wafte,  not  daring  to  do  the  lead  Damage  to  thofe  of 
his  Neighbour  Idolaters ;  and  this  is  the  Reafon  that 
.  induced  them  to  deal  with  him  at  this  rate. 

The  Chinefe  are  wont  publicity  to  belch  out  Curies 
lagainft  thofe  that  do  them  wrong,  efpecially,  if  they 
cannot  be  revenged  of  them  other  ways.  If  a  Man 
''.hath  been  robb’d  in  his  Houfe,  and  one  cannot  difco- 
verthe  Robber,  every  Morning  and  Evening,  for  (e- 
veral  Days  together,  the  Family’s  Bufinefs  is  to  curfs 
him  ;  the  Father,  Mother,  Children,  and  the  Ser¬ 
vants,  take  it  by  turns,  and  relieve  one  another  in  this 
Exercife,  and  wilh  him  all  mifchief  imaginable;  they 
have,  (if  l  may  foexprefsit)  Formula's  of  foul  Lan¬ 
guage,  and  dire  Expreffions,  which  they  repeat  an 
Hundred  Times,  bawling  as  loud  as  poffibly  they  ate 
able,  at  the  Gate,  or  upon  the  Houfe  top  j  and  they 
imagine  that  the  Robber  will  come  to  fome  harm  by 
them,  wherever  he  be,  ’till  fuch  time  as  he  hath  mads 
amends  for  the  Wrong. 

Notwithftanding,  there  is  notone  of  an  Hundred 
of  thefe  Robbers,  that  give  any  heed  to  this  tedious 
Noife,  yet,  fome  there  be  that  are  frighted  at  it;  and 
this  Fear  prevents  abundance  of  Violences.  Chri- 
(Hans  who  love  their  Enemies,  and  wifh  well  to  thoft 
that  do  ill  by  them,  are  far  from  curling  them ;  fo  chat 
the  Soldiers  that  I  told  you  of,  fearing  theCurfeso; 
the  Gentiles,  (pared  their  Goods,  and  fearing  nothing 
from  the  Wrath  of  this  zealous  Chriftian,  they  plunj 
di  ed  his  Houfe,  Role  his  Fruit,  cut  down  his  Corn 
cad  pluck’d  up  his  Trees:  So  you  fee  his  extraordi 


the  New  Cbriftiam  in  Chinni  407 

nary  Patience,  drew  upon  him  all  the  Damage  which 
otherwife  would  have  equally  fallen  upon  others. 

His  Friends  more  concern’d  at  his  Lolles  than 
himfelf,  often  laugh’d  at  his  infenfiblenefs,  and  re¬ 
proach’d  him  much  what  in  the  lame  manner  as  Job's 
Friends  did  him  on  fuch  a  like  Occalion,  telling  him, 
that  all  his  Bleffing  of  God,  would  not  fecure  him 
from  lofing  his  Eflate,and  probably  not  from  ftai  ving : 
henedic  Deo,  &  morere ,  Blefs  God  and  die. 

They  were  always  telling  him,  that  it  was  a  ftrange 
Thing,  that  for  the  bare  Obfervance  of  his  Religion, 
he  would  fee  himfelf  reduc’d  to  the  utmofl  Extremi¬ 
ty.  If  fo  be,  fay  they,  you  are  afraid  your  felf  to 
utter  Curfes  againfl  thole  Rogues,  fend  one  of  your 
Servants'  to  do  it  for  you,  or  elle  let  out  your  Eftate 
to  Gentiles,  who  will  not  be  troubled  with  thefe  "ri¬ 
diculous  Scruples. 

This  good  Man  abounding  in  lively  Faith,  and 
that  godly  Simplicity  fo  conformable  to  the  Golpel, 
made  Anfwer,  That  all  he  had  was  at  God’s  difpolal, 
that  he  would  prelerve  it,  and  that  upon  the  whole, 
he  had  rather  receive  Hurt,  than  do  any.  He  told 
me  one  day ;  My  Children  take  it  very  ill,  that  I  leave 
myHoufeand  Goods,  at  Sixes  and  Sevens,  to  beplun- 
dred  at  this  rate :  You  know  I  have  my  particular 
Reafons  to  do  thus,  but  they  have  none  at  all  to  com¬ 
plain,  (ince  the  Goods  do  not  belong  to  them ;  they 
have  wherewithal  to  live,  without  being  beholding 
to  any  Body,  upon  what  I  have  referved  for  my 
felf;  but  altho’  they  Ihould  be  in  Want,  yet,  I  had 
rather,  when  I  come  to  die,  leave  Examples  ofVer- 
tue  for  their  Portion,  that  contribute  to  the  faving 
of  their  Souls,  than  Riches,  that  may  make  them 
lofe  them. 

Thefe  Sentiments,  mold  Reverend  Father,  were 
fuch  matter  of  joy,  that  I  am  not  abletoexprefs  it  to 
you.  I  faid  fometimes  to  my  felf,  in  the  Excels  of  mv 
Jey,  Is  there  imre  Faith  than  that  in  Ifrael  ?  No,  O 
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Lord,  I  have  loft  nothing  by  leaving  France,  fince  I 
find  fome  Saints  here  ;  thy  Spirit  hath  indeed  filled  all 
the  Earth ;  and  that  profound  Science  of  Salvation, 
that  we  in  Europe  have  enjoy’d  for  fo  many  Ages,  be¬ 
gins  at  length  to  be  fpread  abroad  to  the  Extremities 
of  the  World,  by  the  fiupendous  Efficacy  of  thy  holy 
Word. 

Neverthelefs,  becaufe  his  Children  were  very  ur¬ 
gent  with  me,  to  find  out  fome  Way  or  other  to  reme¬ 
dy  this  Diforder,  and  that  indeed  it  was  convenient 
to  prevent  the  Gentiles  Malice  from  prevailing  over 
the  Chriftians  Patience  ;  I  permitted  them  on  fuch 
Occafions  as  thefe,  to  make  ufe  of  Threatnings  in- 
ftead  of  Curlings ;  and  to  tell  them,  I  wilh  you  no 
Harm,  yea,  and  l  forgive  that  you  have  done  me ; 
b  t  God  who  pleads  my  Caule,  knows  how  to  punilh, 
t  ao:  I  do  not  pretend  to  do  it :  the  Time  will  come, 
when  you  ihail  be  (mitten  with  all  the  Anathemas  that 
your  unjuft  Violence  defsrves,  and  that  Curfe  he 
fends  on  you  at  prefent,  will  be  to  you  the  Source  of 
all  the  Miferies  which  his  Law  forbids  me  to  wilh  to 
'  you.  This  Expedient  took  Effect,  and  the  Chrifti¬ 
ans  growing  eloquent  for  their  own  Intereft,  did  lo 
lively  represent  the  Judgment  of  God,  that  the  Idola¬ 
ters  durit  no  longer  blame  them. 

The  Second  Obftacle  in  the  Way  in  converting  the 
Chincfe,  proceeded  from  the  multitude  of  Wives  which 
the  Laws  of  that  Country  permit  thetni  that  is,  in 
relpect  of  the  Perfons  of  Quality  only,  who,  befides 
their  own  Wives,  take  as  many  Concubines  as  they 
are  able  to  maintain ;  for  as  to  the  ordinary  Sort,  they 
have  not  Wealth  enough  to  allow  this  Expence.  The 
Mandarins  are  by  their  Condition  dsbar’d  from  all  or¬ 
dinary  Divertilements,  they  are  permitted  only  to  eat 
now  and  then  with  their  Friends.and  give  them  a  Play: 
Gaming,  raking  the  Air,  Hunting,  private  Vilits, pub- 
lick  A  ftemblies  would  be  lookc  upon  in  them, as  Crimes 
of  5tr.ee ;  lb  tint  they  leek  no  further  than  in  their 
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Houfe  to  find  wherewithal  to  fupply  the  want  of  thole 
Pleafures  which  the  Laws  abridge  them  of. 

Here  and  there  one  of  them  applies  himfelf  to  ftu- 
dy,  as  the  fureft  means  to  advance  him ;  but  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  Mandarins  compofe  a  kind  of  Seraglio, 
wherein  they  fpend  all  the  time  that  they  can  fteal 
from  their  Affairs.  One  may  judge  by  that,  how  lit¬ 
tle  they  are  inclined  to  deprive  themfelves  of  De¬ 
lights,  to  be  fatisfied  with  one  Wife,  whofe  Age,  nav, 
and  many  times  Antipathy,  have  but  already  too 
much  difgufted  them. 

It  is  true,  thofe  who  are  converted,  are  permitted 
to  take  one  of  their  Concubines  to  Wife,  in  cafe  the 
lawful  Spoufe  hath  not  a  mind  to  turn  Chriftian ;  but 
the  Laws  prohibit  them  to  do  fo :  And  in  China ,  one 
cannot  divorce  his  Wife,  except  in  fome  very  few  par¬ 
ticular  Cafes  authorifed  by  Guftom :  Moreover,  the 
Relations  of  her,  whom  her  Husband  fhould  have  thus 
repudiated,  would  certainly  be  revenged  on  him,  nay, 
and  would  force  him  by  Law  to  take  her  again.1  So 
that  when  we  propofe  to  the  Mandarins  the  other  Dif¬ 
ficulties  of  our  Religion,  they  difpute,  they  confider 
how  to  conquer  them ;  they  do  not  defpair  to  do  Vio¬ 
lence  upon  their  Inclinations ;  but  this  laft  Paint  dif- 
courages  them  at  firft  Dafh,  and  deprives  them  of  all 
thoughts  of  being  convert^!.  I  will  give  you  a  nota¬ 
ble  Example  of  what  I  fay. 

I  was  going  one  day  from  one  Village  to  another, 
in  pretty  bad  Weather,  and>making  hafte  to  get  there 
in  time,  I  heard  an  Horfeman  behind,  whogallop’t 
up  to  me ;  he  was  a  Man  of  betwixt  Fifty  and  Three- 
fcore,well  mounted,  and  attended  by  fome  Servants: 
As  foon  as  he  had  overtaken  me,  he  told  me,  that  the 
great  Efteem  he  had  for  the  Chriftian  Religion,  gave 
him  fome  thoughts  of  getting  himfelf  fully  inftru&ed 
therein,  and  that  nothing  could  ever  be  able  to  divert 
him  from  this  Refolution,  becaufe  he  perceived  m  his 
mind,  a  wonderlul  dclire  to  embrace  it.  This  Ar- 
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dency,  faith  I,  Sir,  without  all  doubt  comes  from  God  > 
Fleih  and  Blood  do  not  infpire  fuch  like  Sentiments 
irtto  you  i  for  my  part,  I  am  ready  to  affift  you  i  I 
hope  on  your  part,  you  will  be  perfuaded  to  follow 
the  Vbice  that  calls  you.  We  were  afoot  in  the  middle 
of  a  great  Highway,  and  taking  him  alide  a  little,  I  be¬ 
gan  to  inftrudt  him :  every  thing  appeared  Rational  to 
him ;  and  after  having  run  overall  the  myfteries  that 
are  moft  difficult,  I  adviled  him  to  follow  me  into  the 
Church,  whither  it  was  my  Duty  to  go,  when  I  call’d 
to  mind  that  I  had  forgot  the  material  Point ;  I  fup- 
pofe.  Sir,  added  1,  that  you  have  no  Concubines,  or  at 
leaft,  you  are  refolved  to  fend  them  packing ;  for  with¬ 
out  doubt,  you  are  not  ignorant,  that  it  is  not  allow¬ 
ed  Chriftians  to  marry  feveral  Wives.  The  Religion 
which  I  preach,  and  Jefus  Chrift  taught,  applies  it  felf 
principally  to  wean  our  Hearts  from  fenfual  pleafures, 
nay,  and  doth  even  fometimes  exhort  us,  to  deprive 
our  (elves  of  thofe  which  Reafon  permits. 

How !  faith  he,  ftartl’d  at  this,  am  I  oblig’d  (if  I 
have  any  thoughts  of  being  a  Chriftian  )  to  turn  off 
my  Concubines  ?  Ah !  what  hurt  is  there  in  keeping 
them  ?  what  will  People  fay  of  me  in  the  World?  what 
will  become  of  my  Children  ?  and  what  will  become 
of  my  felf?  But,  is  that  fame  really  an  Article  which 
cannot  be  difpenfed  with  ?  I  endeavoured  to  pacifie 
him,  and  make  him  apprehend,  that  he  laboured  un¬ 
der  a  miftake :  If  to  overcome  the  Difficulties  of  his 
Converfion,  he  relied  wholly  upon  his  own  natural 
Strength,  and  prelenc  Inclination;  God,  laid  I,  who 
knows  our  corrupt  Nature,  hath  lecret  Methods 
whereby  to  affift  us,  that  we  do  not  at  Firft  (o  much 
as  dream  of;  endeavour  only  to  keepalive  that  good 
Will  he  hath  granted  you,  he  will  accomplifti  the  reft, 
you  will  find  your  >lelf  changed  in  relpeCt  of  this,  as 
of  all  other  things. 

He  liftened  to  me  a  good  while  without  fpeaking 
a  Word,  but  at  length  taking  his  leave  of  me  on  the 
(udden, 
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i'udden,  and  making  a  low  Bow,  he  mounts  quickly  on 
Horfe-back,puts  Spurs  to  his  Horle,  and  rides  full  fpeed 
towards  the  Place  from  whence  he  came;  I  quickly 
loft  fight  of  him,  but  methought  I  ftill  faw  him,  fo 
lively  was  his  Countenance  tor  fome  time  imprinted 
upon  my  Spirit ;  and  L  am  flill  quite  difconfolate,  for 
lofing  a  Soul  in  an  inftant,  which  the  Grace  of  our 
Lordjefus  Chrifl  had  been  (o  long  a  preparing  for  me. 

But  nowin  refped  of  Women’s  Converfation,  it  is 
much  more  difficult.  A  Concubine,  for  Example,  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  Verity  of  Religion,  and  the  Mifera- 
blenefs  of  her  State  and  Condition  ;  (he  had  a  great 
Defire  to  come  out  of  it,  and  receive  Baptifm,  it  was 
told  her,  that  the  firft  Step  that  Faith  acquired  of  her, 
was  to  live  feparately  from  her  pretended  Husband, 
and  to  forfake  her  fins ;  (o  far  fhe  confents,  nay,  fhe 
defires  it  with  all  her  Heart ;  but  to  obferve  what  fhe 
reprefents  to  her  felf :  1  belong  to  a  Mandarin  who , 
bought  me ;  if  I  go  out  of  his  Doors,  he  hath  right  to 
claim  me,  and  take  me  again,  and  inflift  Punifhment 
upon  me  as  his  Slave.  If  by  good  Fortune  I  avoid  his 
Purfuit,  whither  can  I  retire  to  be  in  more  Security  ? 
my  Kindred  who  fold  me  dare  not  harbour  me,  and 
1 1  (hall  infallibly  fall  into  the  hands  of  another  Perfon 
who  will  engage  me  in  the  State  that  I  feek  to  avoid ; 
I  mud  therefore  remain  in  theHoufe  where  I  am ;  But 
howfhall  I  be  able  to  refill  a  brutilh  Fellow,  who  only 
confults  his  Paffion,  juflified  by  the  Laws,  and  Exam¬ 
ple  of  the  whole  Empire?  It  is  to  no  purpofeto  lay 
before  him  the  Holinefs  of  Chriftianity  that  I  defire  to 
embrace  ;  my  Intreaties,  Tears,  yea,  my  Refiftance, 
and  all  the  Efforts  that  I,  poorl!  can  make,  are  not 
able  to  hinder  him ;  nevert’helefs,  I  am  refolved  to  run 
away  whatever  it  coft  me:  Order  me  to  do  fome- 
thing,  but  pray  do  not  refufe  me  Baptifm. 

It  fo  fal’s  out  fometimes,  that  an  Idolater  taking  di- 
ftafte  at  fome  extravagant  Cafr'tck  of  his  Christian 
Wife,  does  wrongfully  accufc  her,  and  obtains  leave 
by 
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by  the  force  of  Money,  to  (ell  her  to  another ;  yea, 
fometimes  without  any  legal  Procefs  of  Juft  ice,  he  fells 
her  and  retires  into  another  Province.  This  Woman 
gets  into  the  hands  of  another  Man :  How  can  (he 
avoid  Sin,  receive  the  Sacraments,  and  perfevere  in  the 
Faith  ?  In  truth,  the  Miflionaries  are  at  their  Wit’s  end, 
having  at  that  time  no  ocher  Courfe  to  take,  but  to  go 
to  Prayer,  that  God  who  fincerely  defires  the  Salvati¬ 
on  of  all  Men,  would  pleafe  to  make  u(e  of  thofe  (e- 
cret  means,  that  his  Almighty  Power  is  wont  to  pro¬ 
duce,  when  his  ordinary  Providence,  and  the  Efforts 
of  our  good  Defires,  prove  ineffectual. 

We  have,  moft  Reverend  Father,  (o  much  the  more 
Reafon  to  hope  for  thefe  diftinguifhing  Favours  from 
God  in  fuch-like  Occafions,  becaufe  he  often  grants 
them,  even  then  when  we  do  not  judge  them  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary:  It  is  true,  Miracles  are  not  fo  com* 
mon  in  China,  as  the  State  of  that  Empire  would  feem 
to  require :  The  Emperor  to  whom  they  have  rela¬ 
ted  thofe  which  God  had  been  pleafed  to  work  in  o- 
ther  Nations,  does  fometimes  reprove  us  for  it.  Are 
we,  faith  he,  in  a  worfe  Condition  than  the  Barba¬ 
rians,  that  have  (o  frequently  feen  their  Sick  Healed, 
and  their  Dead  railed  to  Life  ?  What  have  we  dond 
to  God, that  he  renders  our  Converfation  (o  difficult? 
You  come  from  the  utmoft  ends  of  the  Earth,  to 
preach  up  a  new  Law  to  us,  contrary  to  Nature,  ele¬ 
vated  above  Reafon:  Is  it  Juft,  that  we  Ihould  take 
your  Word  for  it?  Do  (ome  Miracles  that  may  war¬ 
rant  the  Truth  of  your  Religion,  and  I’ll  pafs  my 
Word  for  the  Sincerity  of  our  Faith. 

We  have  frequently  told  him,  that  God  was  the 
Mafter  and  Giver  of  thefe  Gifts,  and  that  he  diftri- 
buted  them  according  to  the  Decrees  of  his  eternal 
Wddom ;  that  it  is  out  of  our  Sphere  to  fathom  their 
Depth ;  that  fometimes  he  did  not  wo.k  thefe  Prodi¬ 
gies  in  Rings  Courts,  becaufe  he  forelaw  the  ill  ufe 
they  were  likely  to  makeof  them ;  fometimes  becaufe 
giving 
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giving  them  better  Parts  an# Abilities,  and  more  Pe¬ 
netration  than  to  others,  thefe  ordinary  Graces  were 
fufficient  for  them ;  whereas  the  Ample,  vulgar,  and  the 
rude,  unciviliz’d  Nations  flood  in  need  of  the  fenfi- 
ble  Marks  of  his  Almightinefs,  for  the  more  eafiedif- 
covering  of  the  Truth  ;  yea,  and  it  is  more  than  pro¬ 
bable  alfo,  that  carnal  Prudence  which  is  at  fuch  en¬ 
mity  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Bleffed  Jefus,  the  Softnefs, 
Ambition,  and  Luxury  of  great  Perfons,  draw  upon 
them  this  terrible  Chaflifement,  and  that  God  in  his 
juft  Judgment  refufeth  Miracles  to  Perfons,  who  do 
themlelves  refute  to  fubmit  to  the  moft  plain,  and  or¬ 
dinary  Laws  of  Nature. 

But,  my  Lord,  (have  fome  replied)  the  Charity 
of  that  great  Number  of  Miffionaries,  who  joyfully 
forfake  Europe,  where  their  Quality,  Eftates,  and  their 
Science,  ought  naturally  to  detain  them ;  who  traverfe 
a  thoufand  Dangers,  to  come  hither  to  facrifice  them- 
felves  to  the  Happinefs  of  your  People;  and  with  fo 
unbiafled  and  conftant  Zeal,  Sir :  Is  not  there  fome- 
thing  of  a  Prodigy  in  it  ?  and  ihould  it  not  be  as  power¬ 
ful  toperfuadeyouas  Miracles?  If  they  be  fuch  Know¬ 
ing,  Learned  Men  as  your  Majefty  allows  them  to  be, 
how  do  they  abufe  themlelves  ?  and  if  they  be  Wife, 
as  you  feem  to  think  them,  why  do  they  abandon  all 
the  Pleafures  of  this  World,  to  come  lb  far  to  de¬ 
ceive  others,  and  all  to  no  purpofe  ?  After  all  the  Re¬ 
flexions  they  have  made  this  Hundred  Years  upon  the 
different  Religions  of  China,  there  is  not  one  of  them, 
who  hath  not  judg’d  them  all  wholly  contrary  to  Rea- 
fon;  but  during  fo  many  Ages  that  we  have  examin¬ 
ed  the  Chriftian  Religion,  we  have  not  obferved  a- 
mongft  us  one  wife  Man,  and  of  good  Morals,  that 
hath  fufpeXed  it  of  Fal/hood.  Thefe  Anfwers  do 
ulually  put  him  to  a  (land,  and  force  him  to  make 
certain  Reflexions  that  do  not  a  little  difturb  him. 

In  Ihort,  moft  Reverend  Father,  if  Miracles  be 
Wanting  at  Pe&iv,  the  Bufinefs  is  otherwife  in  the  Pro¬ 
vinces 
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vinces,  feveral  are  there  wi  ought,  and  thofe  of  Father 
Taber  are  fo  generally  known,  that  it  is  fomewhat  dif¬ 
ficult  not  to  believe  them ;  not  that  I  go  about  to  Ju- 
ftifie  all  that  is  related  of  thofe,  nor  of  a  great  many 
more  Prodigies,  which  they  relate  on  fmall  grounds: 
but,  you’ll  give  me  leave  not  to  doubt  of  thofe  where¬ 
of  I  my  feif  have  been  Witnefs ;  and  peradventuie, 
mofl:  Reverend  Father,  you  rely  fo  much  upon  my 
Sincerity,  as  to  be  enclined  to  believe  them  1  icewife 
upon  myTeftimony. 

In  a  Village  in  the  Province  of  Xenfi,  near  the  City 
of  San-ujcn ,  there  lived  an  Idolater,  devout  in  his 
way,  and  excreamly  addi&ed  to  thefe  Superftitions : 
At  the  time  of  Full  Moon,  he  burnt  commonly  in 
honour  of  his  Gods,  gilded,  or  filvei'd  Papers,  wrapt 
up  in  different  Figures,  according  to  the  Cuftom  of 
the  Country.  One  day,  preparing  to  offer  this  kind 
of  Sacrifice  before  his  Gate,  there  arofe  a  Storm  that 
forc’d  him  to  retire  into  hib  Houfe,  where  he  lighted 
the  laid  Papers  in  the  middle  of  a  Hall,  without  taking 
any  further  Care;  but  the  Wind  blowing  open  the 
Gate,  drove  them  up  and  down  every  where,  and 
they  had  not  time  to  prevent  one  part  from  flying  in¬ 
to  a  Stack  of  Straw,  which  fet  Fire  on  the  Houfe. 

People  came  running,  but  the  conflagration  became 
fo  furious,  in  a  moment,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  ex- 
tinguilh  it.  The  Houfe  on  one  fide  adjoyning  to  the 
Idolater’s,  belong’d  to  a  Chriftian,  and  by  this  time 
feern’d  (half  encompafled  with  the  Flame  driven  furi- 
oufly  by  the  Wind)  to  be  in  danger  of  being  quickly 
quite  conliuned.  This,  poor  Man,  attended  with  di¬ 
vers  others,  got  upon  the  Houle-top,  and  did  his  En¬ 
deavour,  but  all  in  vain,  to  defend  himfelf  from  the 
Conflagration;  when  his  Brother  very  confidently 
came  as  near  the  Fire  as  lie  durfl  poffibly,  and  fell  on 
his  Knees  upon  the  1  iles,  and  looking  up  to  Heaven, 
laid,  0  Lord,  forfake  not  thofe  that  pit  their  truf  in  thee ; 
all  that  thou  bafi  beflomd  upon  rrs  is  here ;  if  we  lofe  it, 
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the  whole  Family  is  reduced  to  the  utmofi  Extremity :  Pre¬ 
serve  it,  0  my  God,  and  I  prowife  before  thee,  that  1  will 
ajfemble  all  the  Chrifiians  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and  we 
will  go  to  Church  together ,  to  demonftrate  my  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  fame.  Thereupon,  he  loofed  a  fmall  Re- 
lique  from  his  Chaplet,  threw  it  into  the  middle  of  the 
Flames  that  by  this  time  covered  part  of  the  Houfe. 

This  Action,  perform’d  with  fuch  a  fprightly  Air, 
did  equally  attrad  the  Attention  of  Chriftians  and 
Idolaters,  who  mightily  aftonifhed  at  their  Compa: 
nions  Confidence,  expeded  the  event  of  the  Bufi- 
nefsi  when  Heaven  all  on  the  fuddain,  declar’d  it  felf 
in  a  molt  miraculous  manner:  The  Wind  blowing 
violently,  forthwith  flackti’d,  and  a  contrary  Wind ' 
ftronger  than  that  arifing  at  the. fame  time,  drove  the 
violent  Streams  of  the  Flames  to  that  oppofite  fide,  up¬ 
on  the  Houfe  of  a  wicked  falfe  hearted  Ghriftian,  that 
had  lately  abjured :  It  was  confumed  in  a  Moment, 
becoming  an  Example  of  divine  Vengeance,  as  the 
Houfe  that  Heaven  preferved,  was  an  evident  Token 
of  his  Protedion. 

I  was  at  that  time  Six  Miles  from  the  Village.  ’Tis 
true,  my  urgent  Bufinefs  hindred  me  from  being  my 
felf  upon  the  Spot ;  but  I  fent  very  credible  Perfons 
thither,  to  be  inform’d  about  it.  The  Pagans  firft  of 
all,  bore  Witnefs  to  the  Truth »  and  fome  while  after, 
the  Chriftians  thereabouts,  conduded  by  him  who  was 
lately  heard  in  his  Prayer,  appear’d  in  my  Church 
to  fulfil  his  Vow ;  where  with  one  accord,  they  ec- 
cho’d  forth  the  Praifes  of  the  Great  God,  who  alone 
is  able  to  caufe  his  Voice  to  be  heard  by  the  moft  in- 
fenfible  Creatures,  to  the  Confufion  of  falfe  Gods, 
that  are  not  thcmfelves  capable  to  hear  the  Voice  of 
rational  Creatures. 

Some  Months  after,  there  happened  a  thing  no  lels 
furprifing,  the  Confequences  whereof,  were  very  be¬ 
neficial  to  Religion:  An  Idolater  of  an  indifferent 
Fortune,  felt  himlelf  aflanlted  with  an  unknown 
Dj  (temper ; 
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Diftemper ;  it  was  fo  catching,  that  his  Mother  and 
Wife  {har’d  in  it  likewife :  Two  or  three  times  a  Week 
he  fell  into  fainting  Fits,  which  at  the  beginning, 
look’d  like  Swooning,  and  then  turn’d  again  into 
cruel  Head  aches,  Pains  in  the  Stomach  and  Bowels ; 
lometimes  they  found  themfelves  extreamly  agitated, 
as  if  they  had  had  a  Fever ;  they  loft  the  ufe  of  their 
Reafbn,  their  Eyes  rolled  in  their  Heads,  and  Men 
judged  by  feveral  other  unufual  Poftures,  that  the 
Devil  had  a  hand  in  the  matter. 

They  were  the  more  perluaded  to  it,  becaufe  they 
often  found  their  Houle  all  put  out  of  Order,  the 
Chairs,  Tables,  and  Earthen  Vefiels  overthrown,  not 
knowing  on  whom  to  lay  the  Fault.  The  Phyficians, 
whofe  Intereft  it  was  to  pals  Judgment,  that  Nature 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Malice  of  the  People  of  the 
Family  on  the  other,  were  the  Caufe  of  tnefe  feve- 
ral  Actions,  made  ule  of  all  their  Medicines  to  Cure 
them.  The  Bonzes  on  the  contrary  allured  them,  that 
the  Devil  was  the  Author  of  the  Mifchicf,  and  de¬ 
manded  unreafonable  Alms  to  flop  its  Courle.  So  that 
the  good  People,  abufed  on  every  hand,  had  thrown 
away  all  their  Eftate,  in  Four  Years  time,  upon  the 
Covetoufnefs  of  thele  Importers,  without  finding  any 
Benefit :  However,  feeing  the  Diftemper  afforded 
them  lome  Intervals,  they  loughtup  and  down  in  the 
Cities  thereabouts  for  new  Remedies  for  their  Griefs. 

One  Day,  this  Idolater  going  for  this  pupofe  to 
the  chief  City,  he  found  a  Chriftian  upon  the  Road, 
to  whom  he  told  his  Condition,  and  how  niilerably 
he  was  handled.  No  queftion,  faith  the  Chriftian,  but 
it’s  the  Devil  that  torments  you ;  but  you  well  deferve 
it;  Why  do  you  ferve  lo  bad  a  Matter?  We  fear  no 
liich  thing,  bccaufe  we  acknowledge  one  God,  whom 
the  Devils  adore ;  yea,  they  tremble  before  his  Image ; 
and  the  Crols  only  that  we  wear  about  us,  hinders 
him  from  coming  near  us.  If  you  will  accept  of  a 
Pita  ofJESUS  CHRIST,  and  you  and  all 
your 
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your  Family  will  honour  it,  it  will  not  be  long  be- 
fore  you  fee  the  Effe&s  of  it :  However,  it  is  loon  tried, 
itlhall  cod  you  nothing,  and  you  may  judge  by  that, 
that  I  have  no  other  aim  but  your  Benefit. 

The  Idolater  confented  to  it,  and  hanging  the  holy- 
image  in  the  mod  honourable  Place  of  the  Houle,  he 
proftrated  himfelf  before  it  with  profound  Refpect, 
and  begged  every  day  morning  and  evening  of  our 
Saviour,  that  he  would  vouchlafe  to  heal  his  Body  and 
enlighten  his  Mind.  His  Mother  and  Daughter  fol¬ 
lowed  his  example,  and  from  that  very  moment  the 
Demons,  abandoned  the  Place,  of  which  JESUS 
CHRIST  had  taken  poffeflion. 

Thefe  good  People  growing  ftronger  and  ftronger 
in  Faith,  as  the  evil  Spirit  gave  ground,  began  at  laft  to 
think  of  being  converted  in  good  earned.  They.came 
to  enquire  for  me  at  Sigan,  the  ufual  Place  of  my  Re- 
lidence,  and  demanded  Baptifm  of  me ;  they  had  al¬ 
ready  got  themlelves  inftru&ed  >  they  had  moreover, 
got  all  the  Prayers  by  heart,  that  we  teach  the  late  Ca¬ 
techumens  :  but  their  Diftemper  making  a  great  Noife 
in  the  Country,  I  Was  willing  every  Body  Ihould  be 
Witnefles  of  this  Converlion,  and  lo  went  to  the  Vil¬ 
lage  my  felf,  hoping  this  Miracle  might  fettle  Chriftia- 
nity  therein,  upon  a  lolid  Ba(ts. 

Juft  upon  my  appearing,  all  the  Inhabitants  followed 
me  to  the  Place  where  the  Image  was  dill  hanging; 
then  I  begun  to  tell  them,  that  they  were  not  to  que- 
ftion  the  Verity  of  our  Religion:  God,  having  himfelf 
fpoken  by  a  manifed:  Miracle ;  but  that  I  had  caufed 
them  to  affemble,  to  inftru&  and  baptife  them :  For,  in 
a  word, what  do  you  defire  more  to  be  convinced  of  the 
Weaknefs  of  your  Gods,  and  the  Power  of  our  God  2 
The  Demon  laughs  at  you  fo  long  as  you  oppole  him 
with  nothing  but  Idols ;  but  he  is  not  able  to  hold  it  ouc 
againft  the  Image  only  of  the  Chriftian’s  God.  Do 
you  imagine  to.  efcape  this  God  after  Death,  whole 
Power  Hell  owns,  and  whole  Juftice  it  experiences  e- 
tery  Moment.  E  e  The 
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The  multitude  interrupted  me  by  a  Thoufand  ridi¬ 
culous  Objs&ions,  which  I  eafily  anfwered ;  at  laft 
fome  body  told  me,  that  the  Devil  had  no  hand  in  the 
Malady  in  queftion;  that  how  extraordinary  foever 
it  appeared,  might  proceed  from  feveral  natural  Cau- 
fes :  that  is,  laid  I,  the  moft  rational  thing  you  can 
fay;  but  yet  does  no  way  extenuate  the  greatnefsof 
the  Miracles.  Let  the  Malady  come  from  the  Devil, 
or  from  Mature,  I  will  notexamin  that;  but  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  at  leaft,  that  the  Cure  comes  from  God,  whole 
Image  this  Man  hath  worfhippe'd ;  and  there  is  no 
lefs  Power  requifi-re  to  cure  natural  Diftempers,  than 
to  drive  our  evil  Spirits.  This  Reafbn  ihould  have 
made  an  equal  Impreffion  on  all  Minds,  but  Grace 
that  aded  differently  in  the  Hearts,  gave  place  in  fome 
to  voluntary  obduratenefs,  whilft  it  tiiumph’d  over 
the  Obftinacy  of  others.  Twenty  five  Pei  ions  at  laft 
gave  Glory  to  God,  who  alone  worketh  great  Marvels ; 
Qui  facit  Mirahlsa  magna  [alas ;  and  were  Ihortly 
alter  baptifed. 

ThefeHauntings,  and  Infeftations  of  Demons,  are 
very  ordinary  in  China  among!!  the  Idolaters ;  and  it 
looks  as  if  God  permitted  it  fo  to  be,  to  oblige  themto 
have  Recourfe  to  him.  Sometime  after  this  Acci¬ 
dent  that  I  but  juft  now  related,  a  Maid,  juft  upon 
her  Marriage,  was  attacked  with  a  Complication  of 
feveral  Difeafes,  which  the  Phyficians  knew  not  what 
to  fay  to,  and  which  the  Chinefe  are  wont  to  afcribeto 
the  Demons.  Her  Mother  perfuaded  her  to  turn  Chri- 
ftian,  and  he  that  was  to  marry  her,  promifed  to  build 
a  Church  to  the  God  of  the  Chriftians,in  cafe  Baptifm 
gave  her  any  Relief :  As  (oon  as  ever  this  Maid  had 
taken  this  Courfe,  fhe  found  her  felf.not  only  relieved, 
but  perfe&ly  cured. 

But  her  Husband  was  fo  far  from  following  her  Ex¬ 
ample,  that  he  mifufed  her  feveral  times  for  having 
obliged  him  to  renounce  his  Faith  ;  for  the  Bonzes 
perfuaded  him,  that  this  Sicknefs  was  but  a  piece  of 
Artifice 
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Artifice  in  his  Mother-in-Law  i  and  this  Fancy  alone, 
put  him  into  fuch  a  fit  of  Melancholy,  that  he  was 
infupportable  to  the  whole  Family,  but  efpecially  to 
his  Wife,  who  from  that  very  inftant,  became  an 
object  of  his  Averfion.  It  was  in  vain  to  reprefent  to 
him  his  own  Miftake,  and  the  Malice  of  the  Bonzes, 
for  he  always  protefted,  that  if  fhe  would  not  take  up 
her  old  Religion  again,  he  would  lead  her  an  ill  Life 
all  her  Days. 

God,  to  undeceive  him,  fuffered  the  Demon  to  tor¬ 
ment  his  Wife  as  before;  (o  fhe  relaps’d  into  her  for¬ 
mer  Convulfions :  She  was  more  efpecialiy  (cared  at 
the  fight  of  a  great  Company  of  Speilers,  that  let  her 
not  have  an  hours  reft.  Thus  toft  up  and  down,  aban¬ 
doned  to  her  Husband’s  Inhumanity,  that  beat  her 
cruelly,  fhe  in  all  appearance  led  a  very  uncomforta¬ 
ble  Life :  Yet  remaining  immovable  in  her  Faith, 
God  always  upheld  her,  and  temper’d  and  allay’d  by 
the  inward  fweetnefs  of  his  Grace,  the  bitternefs  of 
thefe  Affli&ions ;  he, comforted  her  likewife  by  fenfi- 
ble  Vibrations,  by  his  Word,  and  by  the  unfpcakable 
Cogitations,  that  he  from  time  to  time  infufed  into 
her  Soul.  Infomuch,  that  this  Condition  that  gain’d 
her  the  Compaffion  of  all  that  knew  her,  was  to  her 
a  fore-tafte  of  Paradife.  Shcexpreft  her  felf  much- 
what  to  this  purpofe  to  her  Mother,  who  related  it  to 
me  with  Tears  in  her  Eyes ;  for  her  Husband  could 
not  endure  that  I  fhould  lee  her. 

At  firft,  I  gave  little  credit  to  this  Difcourfe,  yet 
at  length,  I  was  apt  to  believe  there  was  fomething 
fupernaturai  in  it;  for  one  Day,  coming  to  a  City 
diftant  from  [the  chief  City  where  I  fojourn’d,  about 
threefcore  Miles;  there  I  found  this  good  Woman 
with  a  great  Company  of Chriftians  of  the  Neighbour- 
Towns,  which  fhe  had  taken  care  to  get  together, 
being  confident,  that  I  would  come  at  the  very  Mi- 
n'tite  that  fhe  had  fi'xt  in  her  Mind,  and  it  fell  out  ac¬ 
cordingly.  It  much  furprifed  me  to  fee  her  there,  for 
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I  had  no  defign  to  come  thither,  and  it  was  only  by 
chance  that  fome  body  had,  about  Five  or  Six  Hours 
before,  made  me  relolve  to  come  thither,  fo  that  no 
body  could  give  her  Notice  of  this  my  Refolution, 

I  took  her  in  private,  to  learn  of  her  how  Ihe  came 
to  know  this,  ihe  told  her  that  her  Daughter,  after 
a  violent  A  (Fault  of  a  Demon,  had  been  vifited  by  our 
Blefled  LORD,  that  when  this  Ext  a  fie  was  over,  (he 
advifed  her  to  acquaint  the  Chriftians,  and  bring  them 
to  this  Village;  for  without  all  peradventure  I  would 
come  thither  on  (uch  a  day  :  In  fine,  added  Ihe,  not 
being  able  to  come  thither  my  felf,  and  feeing  my 
Sins  render  me  unworthy  to  partake  of  thofe  lacred 
Myfteries,  pray  defire  the  Father  to  offer  up  the  holy 
Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs  for  me,  and  the  Converfion  of 
my  Husband-  This  poor  Mother  relating  to  me  this 
Accident,  wept  bitterly  for  the  prefent  State  of  her 
Daughter  i  nevertheless,  the  accomplifhment  of  this 
Prophecy,  comforted,  and,  built  her  up  in  her  mold 
holy  Faith.  I  cannot  tell  what  happened  fince  that 
time,  for  the  neceflicy  of  mv  Affairs  obliged  me  to 
leave  that  Province. 

The  extraordinary  things  that  I  have  leen,  the 
Zeal  of  the  Chriftians,  and  the  Inclination  of  Idola¬ 
ters  to  be  converted,  infpired  me  with  an  affe&ionate 
.  Zeal  for  their  Salvation,  and  I  heartily  wtih  to  be¬ 
llow  the  remainder  of  my  Life,  upon  the  cultivating 
this  precious  Portion  of  our  Lord’s  Inheritance :  But 
fome  fuperiour  Reafons  which  I  am  bound  to  obey, 
fnatcht  me  from  it  fore  againft  my  Will :  At  this  Sepa¬ 
ration,  I  was  more  fenfible  than  ever  of  my  Lofs, 

Thefe  good  People  fo  affe&ionate  to  their  Pallors, 
were  almoft  ready  to  offer  Violence  to  me ;  but  un¬ 
demanding  that  they  could  not  detain  me  without 
oppofing  the  Will  of  God,  they  abandon’d  themfelves 
to  forrow,  and  gave  fiich  abundant  Marks  of  their 
Affection,  that  I  my  felf  never  Ihed  more  real  and.  bit¬ 
ter  Tears :  They  waited  for  me  upon  the  High-way 
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in  Crowds,  where  they  had  fpread  Tables  from  (pace 
to  fpace,  covered  with  all  forts  of  Fruits,  and  Confe¬ 
ctionaries.  It  was  fometimes  neceflary  to  make  a 
(top,  not  to  eat,  but  to  hear  their  Complaints,  and  to 
comfort  them,  for  leaving  them  as  Sheep  without  a 
Shepherd.  They  made  me  promife  them  to  return  as 
foon  as  poffible,  or  to  fend  them  fome  Body  in  my 
Place.  Thus  I  took  my  leave  of  my  fervent  Chrt- 
ftians,  melted  with  their  Tears,  but  much  more  edified 
with  their  Faith  and  the  innocence  of  their  Lives. 

God,  who  knows  the  Violence  I  committed  upon 
my  (elf,  comforted  me  by  an  eminent  Convedion  he 
vouchfafed  to  work  at  the  fartheft  Limits,  and  lad  Vil¬ 
lage  of  this  Province.  There  is  fomething  in  it  (o  fig- 
nal,  that  l  cannot  forbear  relating  it. 

I  departed  from  Sipra»i  the  Metropolis  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince,  upon  the  Eve  of  a  confiderableFeftival  of  our 
Lady’s,  which  I  was  naturally  engaged  to  (pend  in 
that  Church,  where  the  Multitude,  and  Devotion  of 
Believers  invited  me  to  fay  Mafs  that  day,  and  to  admi- 
nifter  the  Sacraments  to  them,  being  the  laft  time  1  was 
likely  to  do  it ;  yea,  and  the  publick  Edification  did 
even  (eem  to  require  it  of  me,  every  one  in  general 
defired  I  would ;  and  I  don’t  know  how  contrary  to 
Reafon,  I  was  very  obftinate  and  refolute  not  to  de¬ 
lay  my  Journey  a  minute ;  but  the  Truth  is,  l  felt  in¬ 
wardly  l  know  not  what  internal  motion  that  would 
not  give  me  leave  to  (lay  any  longer ;  nay,  more 
than  that,  in  fpight  of  the  Superfticion  of  the  Chi- 
nefe,  who  ob(erve  lucky  and  unlucky  days  to  begin 
Journeys,  I  made  my  Idolater  Guides  to  depart  on  a 
day  markt  in  the  Calendar  for  an  unfortunate  one. 
They  were  (urprifed  at  this  Precipitation ;  yea,  and  I 
my  ielf  reHefting  afterwards  upon  it,  could  not  chule 
but  condemn  it,  not  underftanding  then  by  what  Spi¬ 
rit  I  was  influenced,  and  impulft,  but  God  let  me  pre- 
fentlyunderftandic.  On  the  fourth  day  after  my  de¬ 
parture,  I  continu’d  my  Journey,  and  I  was  juft  up- 
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on  my  Arrival  in  the  very  fartheft  City  of  the  Pro. 
vifice  of  ,  when  a  Man  that  rid  Poll,  puffing,  juft 
by  me,  fell  to  the  Ground,  and  by  his  Full  was  like  to 
have  turned  me  over  on  the  other  fide :  This  Accident 
ftopt  me  a  little,  and  afforded  time  to  the  Traveller, 
who  was  got  up  again,  to  take  a  View  of  me. 

Notwithftanding  the  multitude  of  Paffengers  was 
great,  yet  my  long  Beard,  and  European  Mein  made 
meprefently  known  to  be  a  Miffionary:  I  am  very 
fortunate,  fays  the  Man  immediately,  to  meet  with 
you;  that  Accident  that  happened  to  me,  fpares  me 
the  Labour  of  a  long  Journey,  and  will  engage  you 
to  a  good  Deed.  My  Mafter,  who  lives  not  above 
half  a  League  from  hence,  ordered  me  to  ride  P<>ft  to 
Sigan,  to  engage  you  to  come  to  him ;  he  hath  been 
indifpofed  thefe  feveral  Months,  and  we  are  apt  to 
believe  that  he  ferioufly  thinks  of  being  converted. 
I  quickly  left  the  High-way,  to  follow  him,  and  we 
reach’d  the  Houfe  at  one  a  Clock  in  the  Afternoon. 

Fie  was  a  Do&or, in  high  Renown  by  his  Extraction 
and  Underftanding,  living  formerly  at  Vekm ;  but  ba- 
nifhed  fome  Years  before  into  Xtnfi,  for  I  know  not 
what  bad  Bufinefs ;  the  time  of  his  Banifhment  expi¬ 
red,  and  he  was  refolved  to  return  to  Court,  as  foon  as 
his  Health  Ihould  permit,  him  to  take  his  Journey ;  for 
he  did  not  look  upon  his  fiiftemper  to  be  dangerous; 
ThcFeaverhad  left  him, and  befides  a  Cough,  that  trou¬ 
bled  him  now  and  then,  and  made  him  Hill  keep  his 
Bed,  he  perceived  no  considerable  inconvenience. 

His  Servant  being  but  juft  departed,  when  he  faw 
me  come  into  his  Houfe,  he  was  feized  with  Aftomfh- 
ment,  as  if  God  had  tranfported  me  into  his  Houfe  in 
a  moment ;  Is  it  poffible,  cries  he  all  in  Tears,  that 
Heaven  fhould  work  Wonders  for  fuch  a  wretch  as  I 
am  ?  God  hath  folicited  me  thel'e  many  Years  to  go 
to  him,  without  receiving  any  thing  from  my  hard- 
fiefs  of  heart ;  ’tis  but  a  moment  fince  1  begg’d  of 
him  to  come  to  me  in  the  Perlc-n  of  one  of  his  Mini- 
1  a,-:. 
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flers,  he  not  only  hears  me,  but  does  even  anticipate 
my  Defires.  This  is  fomewhat  beyond  the  Power  of 
Nature,  and  this  Favour  docs  the  Bufinefs  of  my 
Change.  You  know  by  that,  Father,  that  this  Great 
God  is  concerned  in  my  Salvation,  and  that  it  is  his 
Pleafure  that  you  Ihould  contribute  fomething  to  fur¬ 
ther  it.  Then  proceeding,  you  fee  faith  he,  my  Wife, 
Children,  and  Daughter,  they  have  been  all  Chri- 
ftians  along  time  ago:  and  I  can  fay  that  God  hath 
made  u(e  of  me  as  an  Inftrument  to  undeceive  them 
of  their  Errors.  I  have  given  them  your  Books,  I 
have  explained  the  Maximsand  Morality  ofittothem, 
the  Sanftity  which  your  Religion  infpires,  perfuaded 
me  I  fhould  have  a  well  ordered  Family,  as  foon  as 
it  ihould  be  a  Chriftian  Family.  I  was  not  miftaken, 
and  my  Confcience  would  not  have  given  me  the  lye, 
had  1  followed  their  Example;  but  I  have  a  long  time 
laboured  to.  procure  their  Welfare,  and  could  never 
find  in  my  heart  to  confult  mine  own :  Now  it  is  high 
time  to  follow  that  Way  I  have  ihowed  to  others.  The 
Court  whither  I  am  going,  is  not  a  proper  Place  for 
Converfion  ;  and. I  thought  it  was  my  Duty,  wbilfi 
it  is  called  to  day ,  to  ieek  God,  for  fear  the  hurry  of 
the  World  wherein  l  am  going  to  engage,  fhould  hin¬ 
der  me  from  finding  him  hereafter. 

All  his  Family  which  came  about  us  upon  this, 
wept  for  joy ;  but  that  which  affe&ed  me  mod,  was 
that  Fervency  I  faw  expanded  in  the  Eyes,  Counte¬ 
nance,  and  in  all  the  motions  of  the  fick  Perfon.  I 
had  taken  no  refrefhment,  and  it  was  near  Two  a 
Clock,  and  I  was  defirous  to  defer  his  Baptifm  till 
after  Dinner,  but  I  found  it  impoffible  to  obtain  any 
delay.  1  therefore  began  to  exarain  him,  and  he  was 
ready  to  anfwer  to  all  the  Articles  of  Religion,  that 
I  yielded  at  length  to  all  his  urgent  Intreaties.  I 
baptifed'  him,  and  he  accompanied  the  whole  A&ion 
With  fuch  ardent  and  lively  Meditations  of  Love,  Hu? 
Uiility,  Faith  add  Hope,  that  nothing  in  all  my  Life 
Ee  4  did 
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did  ever  fo  much  demonftrate  to  me  what  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  able  to  do  in  the  Heart,  when  it  alone  plea* 
fes  to  take  it  to  task,  without  the  affiftance  of  its 
Minifters.  Some  while  after,  I  left  him  alone  full  of 
.Confolation,  and  retired  to  a  Chamber  to  take  a  little 
repole,  of  which  1  had  extream  need. 

But  fcarce  had  I  been  there  half  an  hour,  but  I 
heard  great  Crfes  in  all  the  Family.  They  called  for 
me  every  where  ;  and  running  upon  the  noife  to  the 
Tick  Man’s  Chamber,  I  found  him  expiring  in  the 
Embraces  of  his  Wife  and  Children.  1  endeavoured 
to  put  him  in  mind  of  the  laft  thoughts  of  Baptilm : 
Heftill  repeated  with  a  languilhing  note,  the  Names 
of  Jefui  and  Mary ;  but  yet  he  received  the  Extream 
Un&ion  in  a  manner  infenfible,  after  which  he  calmly 
gave  up  the  Ghoft .  All  thofe  that  were  prefent  cried, 
O  it  was  a  Miracle!  And  recollecting  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  at  my  departure,  upon  the  Road,  and  in  the 
Houle,  they  did  no  longer  queftion  but  that  all  that 
had  been  managed  by  an  over-ruling  Providence, 
that  had  made  ule  of  all  thefe  fecret  methods,  for  to 
procure  him  a  bleffed  exit. 

At  that  time  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  feized  upon  all 
hearts,  nobody  wept;  the  fpiritual  Joy  wasfo  uni- 
verlal,  that  nothing  was  heard  any  where  but  Blef- 
lings,  Prailes  and  Thankfgivingsv  to  that  gracious 
God,  that  had  but  now  wrought  fuch  ftupendious 
Miracles  in  his  Servant.  What  is  to  be  moft  admi¬ 
red  is,  that  there  was  not  oblerved  in  him  that  de¬ 
formity  that  Death  commonly  leaves  behind  it  j  but 
on  the  contrary,  I  know  not  what  Air  of  Sweet* 
nels  and  Devotion  feemed  dilplay’d  over  his  Counte¬ 
nance,  and  did  fufficiently  intimate  the  bleffed  State 
of  his  Soul.  He  was  laid  in  State,  according  to  the 
Cuflom  of  that  Country,  where  I  found  him  the  next 
day  twenty  hours  after  juft  as  he  was ;  his  Hands  and 
Armsbefides  were  as  flexible  as  if  he  nad  been  but  jn 
2  Humber. 


Thus 
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Thus  God  by  one  of  thofe  many  profound  Secrets 
of  his  Predeftiiiation,  vouchfafes  to  enlighten  a  Soul 
fometimes  in  the  midft  of  the  darknefs  of  Idolatry, 
and  fnatchit  from  the  jaws  of  Hell  by  a  continual  le- 
ries  of  Miracles ;  whilft  millions  of  others,  educated 
in  the  bofom  of  the  Church,  are,  by  his  juft  Judg- 
ment,  given  over  to  a  reprobate  mind, 

Thele  are,  moft  Reverend  Father,  the  moft  extra¬ 
ordinary  things  that  have  happened  to  me  during  the 
fmall  time  that  I  have  had  the  care  of  theMiffion  of 
Xenfr.  If  I  mention  not  what  paftin  the  . other  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  China,  it  is  not  becaufe  God  doth  not  work 
fuch  like  Miracles  therein  ;  but  by  reafon  I  have  no 
exatft  Memorial  of  them,  I  was  afraid  left  relating 
upon  hear-fay,  I  jhould  be  deficient  in  fome  confide- 
rable  Circumftances ;  and  I  had  rather  let  them  be 
fet  down  in  writing  hereafter,  by  thofe  who  are  better 
inform’d  than  my  felf. 

This  I  can  add  over  and  above,  to  give  you  a  more 
exaft  account  of  what  good  there  hath  been  done  in 
the  Empire.  There  are  above  two  hundred  Churches 
or  private  Chappels,  dedicated  to  the  true  God,  and 
governed  by  certain  Ecclefiaftical  Superiours ;  Pekin, 
Nankim,  and  Macao,  have  each  its  peculiar  Bifhop, 
by  the  nomination  of  the  moft  Serene  King  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  who  by  his  Zeal  and  Liberalities,  continues  to 
uphold  Ghriftianity  throughout  the  Eaft,  which  all 
his  Predeceffors  have  there  eftablilh’d  with  fo  much 


The  other  Provinces  when  I  departed,  were  un¬ 
der  the  Jurifdidtion  of  three  Apo-  #  , 
WictVta  •on«her«,fiSa„ 

Italian  of  the  Order  of  St.  Francis,  t  Mw/Maigroc 
the  two  others  are  Ecclefiafticks,  and  Mmfteur  Pin. 
French  men  by  Nation,  Doctors  of 
the  Sorbonne  of  fingular  worth ;  the  Miffionaries  that 
labour  under  their  Order  are  likewife  of  different 


Rations.  There  are  four  Ecclefiafticks  of  the  Semi¬ 


nary 


4 16  How  the  Cofpel  is  propofed  to 


nary  of  Foreign  Miffions  of  Paris,  amongft  whom 
the  Abbot  of  Lionne  is  very  eminent  for  his  Zeal, 
and  Application  to  the  Study  of  Languages ;  they 
reckon  much  about  the  fame  number  of  Fathers  of 
St.  Dominic,  twelve  or  fifteen  Francifcans,  and  three  or 
four  of  the  Order  of  St.  Mgufitn :  All  thefe  Monks 
are  Spaniards,  and  come  into  China  by  Manille. 

The  Jefuits  who  founded  this  Million,  and  who 
by  the  extraordinary  Favours  of  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Portugal,  as  well  as  of  the  Emperor  of  China,  have 
been  in  a  capacity  to  make  confiderable  Settlements, 
do  maintain  a  great  number  of  Miflionaries  there  ; 
there  wa :  about  forty  of  them  at  the  time  of  my 

*  _  ,  s  -  departure.  Since  that  time  the  Fa- 
nob  Sedhj  the  ttars  Grimaldi  and  Sftnola*  brought 
leveral  others  th  ther.  But  what 
fignifies  forty  or  threefcore  Labou¬ 
rers  in  fuch  a  vaft  Field  ?  May  it  pleafe  the  Mafter 
of  the  Harveft  to  hear  the  Voice  of  thofe  that  labour 
therein,  who  groaning  under  the  burthen  and  heat 
of  the  day,  beg  relief :  Or  at  leaft,  may  he  pleate 
to  fhed  abroad  abundantly  upon  us  that  firft  Spirit  of 
the  Gofpel,  which,  in  one  Apoftle  alone,  was  fuffici- 
ent  heretofore  to  convert  thegreateft  Empires. 

Not  but  that  the  prefent  State  of  the  Church  doth 
afford  matter  of  Confblation  to  thofe  who  are  con¬ 
cern’d  for  the  Glory  of  JESUS  CHRIST.  They 
labour  with  no  fmall  Succefs,  nay,  there  are  but  few 
Milfionaries  that  do  not  Baptife  every  Year  three  or 
four  hundred  Perfons ;  infomuch,  that  in  five  or 
fix  Years  they  reckon  above  fifty  thoufand  Idolaters 
converted.  Befides  that,  they  Baptife  every  Year  four 
or  five  thoufand  Children  in  theStreetsof  Pekin, which 
they  go  to  look  for  every  morning  from  door  to  door, 
where  we  find  them  half  perilh’d  with  cold  and  hun¬ 
ger,  nay,  fometimes  half  eaten  up  by  Dogs.  If  they 
fhould  do  no  more  good  but  this,  the  Miflionaries 
would  think  themfelvss  well  enough  rewarded  for  all 
the  pains  they  take.  SM 
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But  that  which  ought  to  animate  us  to  cultivate 
this  Million  bectter  than  ail  others,  is  the  hope  one 
day  to  Convert  the  Emperor;  the- change  of  whole 
Religion  would  infallibly  be  followed  by  the  entire 
Conrerlion  of  the  whole  Nation ;  Co  that  although 
we  Ihould  wait  for  this  nappy  moment  three  or  four 
Ages,  without  any  other  Profit  than  what  we  hope 
for,  in  time  to  come  we  fhould  be  too  happy  in 
preparing  by  our  patience  the  way  of  the  Lord  in 
this  New  World,  which  perhaps  will  make  better  im¬ 
provement  of  the  Faith,  that  our  Succeflors  lhall  bring 
to  it,  than  Europe  does  at  prefent  of  that  our  Fore¬ 
fathers  intruded  it  withal. 

In  lhort,  altho’  amongft  the  Chriftians  that  are  in 
China ,  we  can  reckon  no  more  Princes  and  Mini¬ 
fies  of  State  fince  the  laft  Perfecution  of  Father^w, 
yet  for  all  that  we  Baptife  every  Year  Mandarins,  Do¬ 
ctors,  and  other  Perfons  of  Quality  ,  yet  it  is  true  that 
the  Common  People  make  up  the  greateft  num¬ 
ber  :  Non  multi  potentei,  non  multi  nobiles.  And  it  is 
no  News  to  own  that  the  poor  have  always  been 
the  eledf  Portion  and  precious  Inheritance  of  JESUS 
CHRIST  in  the  Church. 

The  main  body  of  Chriftians  is  in  the  Province  of 
Nankim ,  and  more  efpecially  in  the  Territory  Cbam- 
Hai ;  but  the  Faith  is  more  lively  in  the  Provihces  of 
Jguamtum,  Pekin,  Xenfi  and  Xanfi.  There  are  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  many  Tartarians  as  Cbinefe  Chriftians ;  chela 
are  more  docil,  and  much  ealier  to  be  Converted ;  yet 
in  the  time  ofTemptation  they  have  not  half  fo  much 
Courage.  The  Tartars  on  the  contrary  being  natu¬ 
rally  of  a  brisk  temper,  do  not  ealily  Hoop  under  the 
Yoke  of  the  Gofpel ;  but  tho/e  over  whom  Grace  hath 
once  triumphed,  are  endued  with  a  Vertue  that  is 
proof  againft  the  foreft  Perfections.  As  for  Women, 
which  we  fee  more  rarely,  altho’  they  be  lefs  inftru- 
fted  than  the  Men,  yet  their  Innocence,  their  conftant 
Attendance  at  Prayer,  their  blind  Submilfion  to  the 
•  ’  '  Precepts 
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Precepts  of  Faith,  and  the  moft  harfh  and  fevere  Pra- 
dices  of  Chriftian  Piety,  does  in  fome  meafure  ftpply 
their  defed  of  Knowledge  as  to  the  particulars'ofou; 
Mylleries. 

It  were  to  be  wifh’d  that  the  Beauty  and  Ornamem 
of  our  Churches  might  anfwer  the  devout  Fervour  ol 
Chriftians :  But,  befides  that,  the  Cbinefe  are  no  great 
Architeds,  this  novel  Chriftianity,  fo  frequently  iha 
ken  by  Perfections,  compofed  lor  the  moft  of  the 
poorer  fort  of  People,  only  tolerated  by  the  by,  and 
always  fain  to  obferve  a  great  many  pundilio’s,  and 
keep  within  Bounds,  hath  not  yet  been  in  a  condi 
tion  to  rear  magnificent  Temples.  Neverthelefs,  it  is 
matter  of  aftontfhment  that  the  Miffionarieswithfucli 
a  pitiful  Fund  as  theirs  is,  Ihould  be  able  on  this  /core 
to  do  fo  much. 

The  Church  of  Pekin  is  very  well  built ;  the  Fron 
tifpiece,  the  Stones  of  which  were  laid  by  tfje  Miffio 
naries  themfelves,  is  very  proportionable  and  pleafing 
Thofe  in  Kiamcheu,  Chaw-bat,  and  Jochett,  that  which 
the  Fathers  have  at  Canton ,  and  divers  others,  area; 
fine  as  our  ordinary  Churches  of  Europe ;  but  the 
Church  of  Hamcbeu  wasfo  very  pretty  and  neat,  thai 
one  could  not  enough  admire  it :  You  could  fee  no 
thing  but  Gildings,  Paintings,  and  curious  Pidures,  ii 
was  all  over  adorn’d  with  them  ;  yea,  and  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  Symmetry  and  Order  in  the  whole.  Thai 
.  delicate  red  and  black  Varnifh  which  the  Cbinefe  are 
fo  expert  at,  to  which  they  give  a  particular  relief  01 
emboffement,  by  the  Flowers  of  Gold  and  other  Fi 
gures  wherewith  they  enrich  it,  did  procure  the  fined 
Effed  in  the  World  to  compleat  the  whole. 

But  this  goodly  Church,  the  produd  of  Chriftian 
Devotion,  and  of  Father  htorcettd’ s  Zeal,  is  Intel] 
reduc’d  to  afhes  by  a  dreadful  Conflagration,  tha 
confum’d  one  quarter  of  the  City;  and  in  all  proba 
bility  we  lhali  not  be  in  a  capacity  a  long  time  to  per 
form  any  thing  like  it.  Neverthel?fs  it  will  be  oq 
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comfort  to  fupport  us  after  this  !ois,if  it  lhall  pleafe  our 
blefled  Lord  to  deftroy  at  the  fame  time  that  pack  of 
Idols  which  have  overflow’d  the  whole  Empire;  and 
that  he  will  vouchfafe  to  raife  himfelf  Living  Tem¬ 
ples  in  the  Hearts  of  the  new  Believers,  where  he  may 
be  worlhipped  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth ;  wherein  for 
want  of  oun,  they  may  offer  to  him  the  Sacrifice  of 
Praife  and  Thankfgiving. 

I  (hall  not  entertain  you,  moft  Reverend  Father, 
concerning  the  Tranlaftions  of  the  Indies,  where  the 
Revolution  of  a  huge  Kingdom,  thejealoufiesof  fome 
Europeans,  together  with  the  continual  thwartings  of 
Hereticks,  have  broken  all  the  meafures  that  Chriftian 
prudence  oblig’d  us  to  take  for  the  Caufe  of  Religion  ; 
io  thaftha  mod  part  of  the  French  Miffionaries  have 
been  hitherto  more  confpicuous  by  their  Sufferings, 
than  by  their  Converfion  of  Idolaters. 

Some  of  them,  after  having  lingred  out  feveral 
Years  in  the  moft  darkfome  Prifons,  fcarce  begin  to 
fee  the  Light,  and  are  not  yet  in  a  condition  even  to 
exercife  their  Functions  with  any  freedom.  Otherrs 
droven  from  their  Settlements,  wander  ap  and  down 
upon  the  moft  tempeftuous  Oceans,  carrying  along 
with  them  the  miterable  remainders  of  their  ruin’d 
Millions »  and  that  they  may  return  to  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  World,  they  commit  themfelves  a  fourth 
time  to  the  mercy  of  the  Waves  and  their  Enemies. 

Several  buried  in  Shipwracks,  or  worn  out  with 
Toils,  have  glorioufly  finilh’d  their  courfe ;  and  tho’ 
their  Companions  live  ftill,  it  is  only  to  confume  by  lit¬ 
tle  and  little  the  facrifice  of  their  Lives,  by  the  ill  habit 
of  Body  they  have  contradfced  by  their  firft  Labours. 

You  lee,  moft  Reverend  Father,  what  fort  ofPer- 
fons  they  be  I  (peak  ofi  you  know  their  Names,  you 
underftand  their  worth,  and  fince  they  were  ehofen 
from  amongft  a  great  many  other  Candidates  for  the 
Ea ft- Indies,  you  have  been  pleafod  always  to  honour 
them  with  a  moft  particular  affedfion :  and  may  I  be 
bold 
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bold  to  add,  that  you  were  not  fatisfied  with  only  fend¬ 
ing  of  them,  you  follow’d  your  Tel  fin  fome  refpe<ft,and 
became  the  Fellow,  or  rather  the  Head  of  their  Apo- 
ftlefhip,  Iharing,  like  one  of  the  moft  zealous  Miffio- 
naries,  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  holy  undertakings,  zea- 
loufly  lending  an  helping  hand  to  their  Labours,  deli¬ 
vering  them  from  their  Chains  by  a  powerful  prote- 
diion,  or  at  leaft  lightning  the  weight  by  confolatory 
Letters,  full  of  that  lively  hopes  that  makes  a  Man 
take  delight  in  the  moft  rigid  Perfections. 

This  Courage,  moft  Reverend  Father,  which  you 
have  infpir’d  into  us,  does  not  only  alleviate  our  Suf¬ 
ferings,  but  alfb  affures  us  that  the  ruins  of  this  grand 
Edifice,  that  we  have  laid  the  firft  Stone  of  to  the  glory 
of  God,  will  one  day  ferve  for  a  Bafts  to  another 
Work,  yet  more  conliderable  and  folid  than  the  firft. 

So  that  neither  the  Shipwreck  of 
*  three  of  our  Breth  en  buried  in 
Sea,  nor  the  lofs  of  t  three  more 
who  (acrificed  their  Lives  a-board 
the  Veflel  in  relieving  the  Sick,  nor 
yet  the  Death  of  a  great  many  more  whom  the  Fa¬ 
tigues  of  the  Million  have  fnatch’d  from  us  in  the  In¬ 
dies,  nor  the  Prifons  of  Pegu,  Siam,  Moluccas,  Batavia, 
Roterdam  nor  Mtddleburg ,  where  Pagans  and  Hereticks 
have  tried  our  Patience  by  turns :  all  that,  I  fay,  does 
not  blunt  the  edge  of  our  Courage,  being  fully  perfua- 
ded  that  JESUS  CHRIST  hath  made  u(e  of  the  Crofs 


*  Barnaby ,  The- 
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to  Propagate  and  Eltablilh  Religion:  fo  the  Miflio- 
naries  Crofs  is  always  to  be  the  Foundation  of  their 


Churches,  and  as  it  were  the  Seed  ofNew  Chriftians. 

In  the  mean  time.thefe  firft  Labours  have  not  been 
altogether  in  vain ;  we  baptifed  at  Boudychery  above 
four  hundred  Idolatrous  Children :  the  People  of  Coro • 
tnandel  have  been  reliev’d,  as  were  chofe  of  Ceylon,  Pegu 
and  Bengala.  They  labour’d  with  no  final!  Succefs  in 
divers  Provinces  of  the  Empire  of  the  Great  Mogul, 
and  above  all,  in  the  Millions  of  Madura.  Such  Mil-' 
fions.- 
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(ions,  as  in  them  we  fee  in  our  days,  the  Ages  of  the 
Primitive  Church  reviv’d ;  wherein  Believers,  wretch¬ 
edly  poor  and  depriv’d  of  all  the  Comforts  of  Life,feem 
to  live  only  by  their  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity,  where¬ 
in  the  Miffionaries,  tocomply  with  theCuftomsof  the 
Country,  and  obtain  the  People’s  Favour,fpend  their 
Lives  in  Forefts  and  Delerts,  half  naked,  torched  by 
the  Sun-beams,  walk  for  the  moft  part  upon  fcalding 
hot  Sands';  where  upon  the  Ways  full  of  Brief?  and 
Thorns, they  take  np other fuftenancebutalittle  Rice, 
with  fome  mfipid  Plants,  and  no  other  Beverege  but 
yellow  muddy  Water  from  the  Ditches  and  Marlhes. 

There  it  is  where  a  great  number  of  our  Brethren 
have  fuffer’d,  and  do  ftill  daily  fuffcr  Imprilonments, 
Chains,  Scourgings,  and  all  the  Torments  that  Hell  is 
wont  to  fuggeft  to  the  Enemies  of  our  moft  holy 
Faith.  There  Father  Brito ,  illuftriousby  his  Birth, 
as  alfo  by  the  particular  efteem  wherewith  his  Maje- 
.  fty  of  Portugal  honour’d  him, 1  but  yet  more,  much 
more  by  his  rare  Vertues,  had  the  honour  to  part  with 
his  Life  in  the  Caufe  of  JESUS  CHRIST,  where  his 
Brethren,  after  his  Example,  labour  by  their  fervency 
to  obtain  the  lame  Favour  from  Heaven. 

Perhaps,  moft  Reverend  Father,  this  Portraiture 
will  not  pleafe  the  Men  of  this  World,  not  being 
ready  to  beftow  upon  Sufferings  the  juft  ralue  they 
deferve,  and  to  favour  the  things  that  art  ef  God,  yet 
I  know  that  will  not  abate  the  Zeal  of  our  Fathers 
living  in  France,  who  have  fo  many  Years  afpir’d  to 
toilfome  tedious  Employments. 

The  Millions  in  refpeft  of  them  have  fo  many  more 
allurements,  as  they  appear  to  others  more  hideous 
and  frightful:  If  they  expe&ed  to  find  in  the  Indies 
only  common  Croffes,  whereunco  Providence  makes 
every  Kingdom  fubjeft,  but  wherewith  JESUS 
CHRIST  hath  in fpecial manner  enrich’d  Chriftia- 
nity,  they  would  have  been  contented  with  their 
Reclufe  Religious  way  of  Living,  and  with  the  emi¬ 
nent 


43 i  Hou>  the  Gofpel  is  propojed  to,  Sic. 

'■  nent  Vertues  praftifed  therein ;  they  would  never  per¬ 
haps  have  had  the  lead  thought  of  leaving  their 
Friends,  Relations,  and  Country.  But  they  feelo  elfe- 
where,  what  we  here  want  of  the  Paftion  of  JESUS 
CHRIST,  according  to  the  Apoflles  Counfel,  and 
they  are  willing  to  fill  up  the  whole  extent,  the 
breadth  and  depth  of  this  Divine  Law,  which  car¬ 
ries  them  out,  with  St.  Paul ,  to  become  Vi&ims  of  the 
moft  pure  Charity,  even  fo  far  as  to  be  Anathemifed 
that  their  Brethren  may  be  faved. 

Yet  thefe  are  thofe  Apoftles,  moft  Reverend  Father, 
whom  Envy  fometimes  in  France ,  paints  out  to  us  in 
•Tuch  black  Colours,  whom  Herefie,  ever  more  oppo- 
fite  to  true  Zeal,  fo  often  accufeth  of  Ambition,  Ava¬ 
rice,  Impiety  and  Idolatry,  they  are  too  happy  in  be¬ 
ing  the  Butt  that  all  the  Shots  of  Calamity  level  at, 
provided  they  have  none  for  their  Enemies,  but  the 
Enemies  of  the  Church  and  Truth;  and  without 
,  doubt,  the  War  that  fuch  Adverlaries  declare  againft 
them,  with  fo  much  heat  and  animofity  here  in  Europe , 
does  no  left  juftifie  them,  than  that  which  they  them- 
felves  declare  againft  Paganifm  in  the  Indiet. 

Neverthelefs,  what  Jutticefoever  wife  Men  may  do 
them  in  this  point,  yet  it  is  moft  true  that  that  does 
not  luffice  to  juftifie  them  before  God,  belore  whom 
the  very  Angels  are  impure ;  after  all  the  efforts  of 
our  Zeal,  we  mull  not  only  acknowledge  in  all  Humi¬ 
lity  that  we  are  unprofitable  Servants,  but  confefs  like- 
wife  with  thoughts  full  of  horrour,  that  it  is  in  vain  to 
win  over  all  the  Nations  upon  Earth  to  JESUS 
C  H  RI S T ;  if  in  the  mean  time  we  be  fo  flt^gilh  as 
to  neglect  our  own  Salvation,  and  unfortunately  lofe 
our  felves.  I  am  with  a  profound  refped, 

Mefi  Reverend  Fatter, 

*.  tour  moft  bumble 

and  moft  obedient  Servant. 

JL. 


To  my  Lord  Cardinal  de  JanJon. 

The  Chrijlian  (Religion  newly  approved  of 
by  a  Tublich  Edict  ^  throughout  the  whole 
Empire  of  China. 

My  Lord, 

IT  feems  as  if  Heaven,  fenfible  of  the  Labours 
of  our  Miffionaries,  who  forthefe  feveral  Years 
have  with  the  fweat  of  their  Brows  watered 
China,  had  a  mind  at  length  to  eftabblh  this 
New  Church  upon  a  (olid  Foundation.  Hitherto  ic 
hath  been  fubjedt  to  abundance  of  Revolutions,  flou- 
rilhing  unde:  the  Reign  of  (ome  Emperors,  perfected 
in  the  time  of  their  minority,  and  in  a  manner  totally 
ruin’d  during  the  Inteftine  Commotions ;  but  always 
in  a  tottering  condition,  by  reafon  of  the  rigour  of  the 
Laws,  that  have  permitted  a  right  to  deftroy  it,  even  to 
thofe  that  have  the  moft  defended  it. 

For  the  Sovereign  Courts  of  China,  declar’d  Ene¬ 
mies  to  all  Foreign  Worlhip,  rather  out  of  a  Spirit  of 
Policy,  than  any  fincere  Affection  to  the  Religion  of 
the  Country,  have  frequently  condemned  the  Chri- 
ftian  Dodtrine,  and  punilh’d  thofe  who  had  the  Cou¬ 
rage  to  embrace  it*  Several  of  them'  for  all  that, 
hearkned  to  the  Voice  of  God,  rather  than  to  the 
Voice  of  Man  ;  but  the  greateft  part  apprehending 
danger  as  to  their  Fortune,  were  fo  far  from  purfuing 
the  known  Truth,  that  they  durft  riot  fo  much  as  get 
themfelves  inftrudied  therein. 

It  is  a  matter  of  an  hundred  Years  that  we  have  la¬ 
bour’d  to  remove  this  almoft  invincible  obftacle  to 
Ff  the 
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the  Ccmverhon  ot  Great  Peifons.  The  Hour  of  the 
Lord  was  not  vet  come,  he  was  pleafed  to  ex.ercife 
the  patience  of  his  Chriflians,  to  try  theconftancy  of 
the  Miffionaries,  and  thereby  inhance  the  worth  of 
them  both.  But  now  at  laft  the  happy  Day  begins  to 
dawn^  and  the  Emperor  hath  granted  an  intire  Li¬ 
berty  of  Confcience  to  his  Subjects  by  allowing  in  a 
publick  Edith  the  Chriftian  Faith  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  his  Empire.  *  Thou 
Pfid.  cxix.  hr. [I,  0  Lord,  broken  the  Chain  that  held 

thy  holy  Religion  Captive,  now  can  we 
offer  Sacrifices,  and  call  publickly  upon  thy  Name ;  we 
prefinl  to  thee  our  Vows,  not  in  jecret  as  formerly ,  but  in 
prefier.ee  of  all  the  People,  in  the  Temples  they  fuff'er  us  to 
rear  to  thy  glory,  who  are  about  to  change  the  Old  Babylon 
into  the  New  Jerufalem.  Here  I  do  prefent  you,  my 
Lord,  with  the  occafion,  and  the  whole  continued 
leries  of  this  happy  event. 

Father  Alcala  a  Spanijh  Dominican,  one  of  the  moll 
zealous  Miffionaries  in  China,  had  purchafed  an 
Houle  at  Lanki,  a  little  Village  of  the  Province  of 
Chekiam,  notwithftanding  this  fettlement  was  exprefly 
againft  the  Edith  of  1 669,  the  Mandarin  of  the  place, 
who  at  firft  did  not  oppole  it,  being  afterwards  nettled 
at  lome  mdifcreet  words  that  elcaped  unawares  from 
fome  of  this  Father’s  menial  Servants,  was  refblv’d  not 
to  diflemble  the  matter  any  longer,  but  to  proceed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  courfe  of  Law  againft  him. 

He  therefore  asked  the  Miffionary,  how  he  durfl 
prsliime  to.fettle  in  the  City?  Why  he  preach’d  ti[ 
a  Foreign  Doctrine  ?  And  moreover,  by  what  righ 
he  pretended  to  remain  in  the  Empire  ?  This  Fathe: 
forefaw  the  Storm  gather,  and  had  prepar’d  himfel 
'  before-hand.  ‘  I  wonder,  my  Lord,  fays  he,  in  an 
'  fwer  to  the  Mandarin,  that  you  reckon  that  Crimina 
f  in  me  at  prelent,  that  you  did  not  difapprove  at  th 
‘  beginning.  You  know  that  for  fome  Years  the  Err 
‘  peror  hath  kept  and  preferv’d  in  the  Empire,  five  c 
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4  my  European  Brethren  (he  meant  us)  that  he  hath 
!  not  only  Tent  for  them  to  Court,  but  alio  hath  by  a 
‘  publick  Edit*  granted  them  power  to  fettle  in  what- 
‘  foever  place  of  the  Kingdom  they  (hall  think  fit :  it 
'  is  for  one  of  them  that  I  have  bought  this  Houle, 

*  and  I  lodge  in  it  till  fuc’n  time  as  he  come  himfelf 

*  to  take  poffeffion  of  it. 

*  Moreover,  you  cannot  be  ignorant  that  the  Mif- 
4  fionaries  had  liberty  granted  them  to  come  again  in- 
‘  to  their  Churches,  when  the  Emperor  did  them  the 
'  favour  to  recal  them  from  their  Banilhent.  Gon- 
f  fult,  I  pray,  confulc  your  Regifters  upon  the  Bufi- 
4  nefs,  and  there  you  will  find  my-Name. 

Some  Months  after,  another  Mandarin  folicited  by 
him  of  Lanki,  or  at  leaft  urg’d  to  it  by  his  Example, 
was  refolv’d  to  put  a  flop  to  the  progrefs  of  our  holy 
Do&rine,  he  prohibited  the  Exercife  thereof  through 
the  whole  extent  of  his  Government,  by  an  Order 
which  he  caufed  to  be  affixed  in  divers  places:  They 
treated  Religion  in  fuch  defpightful  manner,  that  Fa- 
ther  Intorcetta  of  our  Societyj  and  Miffionary  in  the 
Metropolis  of  this  Province,  thought  himfelf  oblig’d 
not  to  dilfemble  the  Affront  without  betraying  his 
Minifterial  Fun&ion. 

He  fiippofed  likewife  that  he  had  right  on  his  fide 
formally  to  accufe  this  (worn  Enemy  of  the  Gofpel, 
whofe  behaviour  was  fo  excentrical  from  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  Intentions ;  for  this  Prince  had  blotted  out  with 
his  own  hand  a  great  many  Lines  of  a  Book  that 
ranked  the  Chriftian  Do&rine  in  the  number  of  dan¬ 
gerous  and  popular  HereGes:  this  Book  was  of  mo¬ 
ment,  not  only  by  reafon  of  its  Author,  eminent  for 
his  quality  ana  delert,  but  much  more  for  that  it  was 
eompofed  for  the  People’s  Inftru&ion,  by  whom  it 
Was  to  be  read,  according  to  the  Cuftom,  feveral 
times  a  Year. 

Father  Intorcetta  did  therefore  judge  it  a  piece  of 
boldnefs  that  made  the  Mandarin  liable  to  the  lafh,  to 

F  f  ?.  condemn^ 
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condemn,  by  his  private  Authority,  that  which  the 
Emperor  feemed  to  allow  of,  and  approve,  fo  that  the 
Father  writ  a  very  fmart  pithy  Letter  to  the  Gover- 
nour  of  the  Capital  City,  in  which  he  defir’d  him  to 
caufe  this  Subaltern  Officer  to  retraft  his  words,  and  fo 
get  this  injurious  Writing  to  be  torn  in  pieces :  he  like- 
wife  added,  that  to  repair  this  fault,  he  could  wilh 
that  the  Mandarin  might  affix  other  Papers  in  the 
place  of  thofe,  more  favourable  to  the  Religion,  and 
more  conformable  to  the  Emperor’s  intentions. 

TheGovernour  dilpatched  this  Letter  to  the  Man¬ 
darin,  and  as  ill  luck  would  have  it,  it  was  deliver’d 
to  him  upon  a  day  that  he  heard  Caufes,  in  fight  of 
all  the  People,  at  the  very  time  that  he  was  bufie  in 
paffing  Judgment.  He  fo  much  relented  this  Affront, 
that  contrary  to  the  Cuftom  of  the  Chine fe,  and 
maugre  his  natural  Phlegm,  he  ffarted  from  the 
Bench  tranfported  with  Gholer,  complained  of  the 
Impudence  of  the  Miffionary,  and  protefted  openly 
that  he  would  be  reveng’d. 

That  he  might  carry  on  the  bufinefs  more  fuccef- 
fully,  he  aflociated  himfelf  with  the  Mandarin  of 
Lanki ,  and  combin’d  with  him,  if  poffible,  utterly  to 
deftroy  the  Chriftian  Religion.  The  firft  attempt  was 
to  affault  the  Dominican  Frier,  on  whom  they  thought 
moreeafily  to  accompli  (h  their  defign,  for  they  could 
not  imagine  that  he  was  of  the  number  of  the  Antient 
Miffionaries.  To  be  rightly  inform’d  of  the  matter, 
they  caufed  to  be  produced  certain  Authentick  Co¬ 
pies  of  every  procedure  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
Perfecution  againft  Father  Fit,  (for  fo  was  he  called) 
with,  a  defign  to  confront  him  with  himfelf 

It  is  a  peculiar  trick,  pretty  common  in  China,  with 
the  Mandarins,  to  queftion  the  Criminals,  not  only 
about  matters  of  Fadi,  but  alfo  concerning  abundance 
of  inlignihcant  Circumftances,  caufing  all  they  an- 
fwer  carefully  to  be  taken  in  Writing.  Then  when 
they  have  talked  a  pretty  while  of  a  matter  quite 
foreign 
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foreign  to  the  Subject  in  hand,  to  diftraft  their  mind, 
all  on  a  Hidden  they  return  to  the  thing  in  queftion ; 
they  begin  over  and  over  the  Declaration,  they 
change  the  order  of  the  Interrogatives,  and  cunning¬ 
ly  interpole  Anfwers  contrary  to  thofe  the  guilty  Per- 
lon  mads,  on  purpofeto  make  him  contrad  himfelf, 
the  more  eafily  to  lift  out  the  Truth.  . 

Father  Alcala,  without  all  doubt,  would  have  been 
put  to  his  Trumps  if  he  had  not,  by  a  particular  Pro¬ 
vidence,  preferv’d  a  Copy  of  thefe  ancient  proceed¬ 
ings.  Wherefore  knowing  the  intent  and  defign  of 
his  Judges,  he  fo  well  inform’d  himfelf  of  all  that  had 
heretofore  paft  to  this  purpofe,  and  deliver’d  himfelf 
fo  pertinently,  and  conformably  to  the  firlf  Interro¬ 
gatory,  that  his  Enemies  were  never  able  to  prevail 
over  him  as  to  his  anfwers. 

So  that  all  the  Storm  fell  upon  Father  Intorcetta  a- 
gain,  againft  whom  they  were  much  more  animated 
and  incenled ;  but  forafmuch  as  this  Father  did  not 
live  within  their  Jurifdidion,  they  fuborned  many  con- 
fiderable  Mandarins,  and  the  Vice- Roy  in  particular, 
who  added  to  his.  ablolute  power  in  the  Province,  a 
greater  averfion  for  the  Chriftian  Religion. 

They  all  unanimoufly  refolv’d  to  beat  down  Chri- 
ftianity,  and  after  having  cauled  all  the  proceedings 
formerly  made  againft  Mitfionaries,  to  be  fought  out 
in  the  Archives  of  the  Intendantof  the  City  Govern¬ 
ment:  they  found  at  laft  the  Decree  of  1669,  that 
ftri&ly  prohibited  them  to  build  any  Churches ;  to 
Teach  in  publickor  in  private  the  Europeans  Law,  to 
adminifter  Baptilm  to  the  Cbmefe,  to  diftribute  Me¬ 
dals,  Chaplets,  Crucifixes,  or  other  fuch  like  tokens 
of  Religion,  to  Chriftians. 

The  Miflionanes  were  not  ignorant  of  thefe  Pro¬ 
hibitions,  but  their  particular  Zeal,  and  the  Example 
of  Pekin,  where  the  Gofpel  was  preach’d  under  the 
Emperor’s  very  Mole,  no  body  pretending  to  fay  any 
th;ng  againft  it,  put  them  upon  waving  the  ufuaf 
F  f  3  Rules 
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Rules  of  human  Prudence.  Thefe  very  Confidera- 
tions  made  moft  part  of  the  Mandarins  to  connive, 
and  whenever  any  one  of  them  took  upon  him  to 
impede  the  progrels  of  the  Faith,  they  endeavour’d 
to  pacify  him  by  Prefents,  and  Letters  of  Recom¬ 
mendation  procui’d  for  us  by  the  Fathers  of  Peking 
or  elfe,  if  need  requir’d,  we  made  ufe  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  Authority  againft  him. 

The  Chriftians  of  Hamcheu,  under  the  Cure  of 
Father  fotorcetta,  were  none  of  the  leaft  Zealous. 
Their  Courage  had  appear’d  under  the  Government 
of  divers  Mandarins,  great  Sticklers  againft  our  moft 
Holy  Faith ;  but  their  Courage  was  never  more  ap¬ 
parent  than  in  the  prefent  oceafion,  for  the  Vice- 
Roy  fuppofing  that  he  was  impower’d  to  undertake 
any  thing  by  Vertue  of  the  Decree  afore-mention’d, 
caufed  to  be  affix’d  to  the  Gate  of  the  Houfe,  in 
all  the  publick  Places  of  the  Capital  City,  and  after¬ 
wards  in  above  feventy  Cities  of  his  Government,  a 
new  Sentence,  by  which  he  forbid  under  grievous 
Penalties  to  exercife  the  Chriftian  Religion,  charging 

,  all  thofe  that  embraced  it  to  for- 
*  ibis  happened  f  *  •  * 

about  the  middle  of  3  .  .  L  .  *  c  2  i 

Auguir,  An.1691.  Moreover,  being  informed  that 
Father  fotorcetta  was  formerly  in  the 
Province  of  Kiamfi,  and  that  he  had  not  obtained 
leave  from  the  Court  to  fettle  in  that  of  Cbekiam,  he 
fent  to  ask  him  by  what  Authority  he  durft  prefume 
to  ffay  there  ;  yea,  and  he  commanded  him  forth¬ 
with  to  avoid  the  Country ; .  the  Officer  that  brought 
this  Order,  added,  1  command  you  withal,  in  the 
Name  of  the  Vice- Roy,  to  burn  ail  the  Book  of  your 
Religion,  together  with  the  Tables  of  Printing  that 
you  have  in  your  Houle.  They  are  thin  Boards  up¬ 
on  which  they  have  Engraven  all  the  Leaves,  from 
which  they  may  take  Copies  according  as  occafiori 
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The  Father,  not  at  all  furpriz’d,  anfwered,  That  he 
was  in  the  City  by  the  Authority  of  him  who  granted 
the  Privilege  to  the  Vice-Roy  himfelf  to  remain 
there.  '  Have  you  forgot,  added  he,  that  the  Em- 

*  peror  palling  this  way  three  Years  ago,  lent  two 

*  Grandees  of  his  Court  to  my  Church  to  offer  Pre- 
1  fents  in  his  Name,  to  the  true  God,  with  exprels 
‘  Order  to  lie  proftrate  before  the  Altars :  I  went  to 
‘  render  him  my  moft  humble  thanks  for  his  gracious 
‘  favour,  and  that  I  might  give  him  further  demo:> 

‘  ftrations  of  my  acknowledgement,  I  was  willing  to 
c  accompany  him  upon  the  Canal  at  his  departure, 

‘  where  he  was  with  the  whole  Court. 

‘  This  grand  Prince,  who  had  formerly  honoured 
c  me  with  more  than  ordinary  demonftrations  of  his 
f  benevolence,  taking  notice  of  my  Barge  amongft 
‘  a  great  number  of  others,  cauled  it  to  approach  his 
c  own,  and  (poke  to  me  luch  obliging  things,  thac 
‘  after  all  that  I  could  not  fufpebt  I  Ihould  be  expofed 
‘  to  any  (traits,  or  intuits  from  any  one  of  his  Officers. 

*  But  fince  this  Example  hath  made  no  impreffion 

*  upon  the  Spirit  of  the  Vice-Roy,  go  tell  him,  That 
f  the  Emperor,  not  being  willing  l  Ihould  accompa- 

*  ny  him  any  farther,  fent  me  back  with  tnele  his  la  i  c 

*  words  to  me,  which  are  too  advantagious  to  me  to 
‘  prefume  to  alter,  add,  or  diminilh  any  thing  in 
‘  them.  Your  Years,  fays  he  to  me,  do  not  permit 
f  you  to  attend  me  any  longer,  you  are  no  ways  in 
‘  a  Condition  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  a  Journey,  I 
c  order  you  to  return  to  your  Chuich,  and  there  to. 
‘  fpend  the  remainder  of  your  days.  But,  now,  if 
‘  the  Vice- Roy  does  not  only  difturb  this  tranquility  by 
‘  Ordinances  injurious  to  the  God  whom  1  adore, 

‘  but  forces^me  lhamefully  to  quit  this  Province,  f 

*  ieave  him  to  judge  whether  of  us  two  does  more 
‘  openly  and  peremptorily  contradict  che  Emperor’s 
!  will  and  pleafure. 

‘  As  to  what  relates  to  the  Table,  on  which  they 
F  f  4  ‘  hay* 
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‘  have  engraven  the  Law  and  Maxims  of  JESUS 
c  CHRIST,  God  forbid i  Ihould  be  fo  wicked  as  to 

*  commit  them  to  the  Flames.  However,  the  Vice-Roy 

*  is  the  Matter,  fince  I  cannot  relift  his  Violence. but 
'  tell  him  from  me,  that  before  he  refolve  upon  that, 
‘  he  muft  begin  with  the  burning  of  my  lelf 

The  Vice  Roy,  furpriz’d  at  the  undauntednefs  of 
the  Mittionary,  durft  attempt  nothing  upon  his  Per¬ 
son,  but  he  referr’d  the  Bulinels  to  certain  Subaltern 
Mandarins,  who  received  Orders  to  lummons  this 
Fathpr  before  the  Tribunals,  and  to  perplex  and 
trouble  him  upon  all  Accounts,  without  allowing 
him  a  moment's  refpite.  Father  Intorcetta ,  who  juft 
then  fell  Sick,  might  have  been  difpens’d  with  from 
appearing;  but  he  was  afraid  to  lofe  thefe  precious 
junftures  of  time  that  Providence  had  “put  into  hjs 
hand,  openly  to  confefs  the  Name  JESUS  CHRIST  ; 
and  being  relolv’d  not  to  recoil,  or  give  ground  du¬ 
ring  the  Combat  he  got  himfelf  carried  before  Judges; 
much  opprett  by  leafon  of  the  Malady  he  labour’d 
under,  and  much  more  at  the  light  of  his  defolate 
Church  :  but  beiides,  he  was  fo  animated  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  wherewith  Martyrs  are  corroborated,  that  of  all 
ihe  Mandarins  that  interrogated  him,  not  one  of  them 
but  admir’d  the  gi  camels  of  his  Courage. 

So  that  in  delpight  of  the  vigorous  Orders  of  the 
Vice- Roys,  every  one  of  them'almoft  treated  him 
with  abundance  of  deference ;  even  to  that  degree, 
that  one  « >f  them  caufed  an  Officer  of  Juffice  to  be 
luundly  baftinado’d  in  open  Court,  for  having  been 
wanting  m  his  refpeft  to  the  Father.  Adding  With¬ 
al,  that  Indictments  do  not  render  a  Man  guilfy,  and 
that  he  muli  have  been  Convicted  to  delerve  to  be 
treated  as  a  Malefactor. 

Father  intorcetta  prefently  forefeeing  that  the  Perfe- 
cution  would  be  violent,  had  written  to  the  Miffio- 
naries  at  Court,  to  the  end  that  they  mighc  remedy 
it.  The  Emperor  was  then  in  Tartar y,  where  he 
diverged 
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divertifed  himfelf  in  Hunting.  Father  Gerisllon ,  3 
French  man  by  Nation,  and  one  oF  thofe  the  King 
fent  to  China,  accompanied  this  Prince  thither,  by 
whom  he  was  particularly  beloved,  retaining  him  al- 
moft  always  near  his  Perion  :  fo  that  the  Letters  were 
directed  to  him. 

This  Father  did  not  judge  it  convenient  to  /peak 
of  it  to  the  Emperor,  but  contented  himfelf  to  de¬ 
fire  a  Letter  of  Recommendation  from  Prince  Sofan, 
one  of  the  mod:  powerful  Minifters  of  the  Empire, 
and  his  particular  Friend,  who  immediately  writ  to 
the  Vice- Roy  in  a  moft  effectual  manner.  He  re- 
prefented  to  him,  that  fuch  a  procedure  as  his  was 
fuelled  (omewhat  of  Violence,  and  was  inconfiftene 
with  his  wonted  Moderation  and  Prudence.  We  live 
in  a  time,  faith  he,  that  requires  much  gentlenefs  and 
dilcretion.  The  Emperor  feeks  all  occafions  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  Doftors  of  the  Chriftian  Law,  how  can 
you  poffibly  think  to  pleafe  him  in  Perfecting  that? 
believe  me,  Sir,  the  Example  of  a  Prince  ought  to 
make  a  greater  impreffion  upon  our  Spirits,  than  all 
the  Decrees  of  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  theantient 
Edids,  that  the  Coup  it  lelf  can  no  longer  follow, 
ought  not  at  prefent  to  be  the  rule  of  its  Condudl.  If 
you  favour  the  Miffionaries,  reckon  thafthe  Emperor 
will  take  it  kindly  frpm  you,  and  if  l  may  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  fubjoin  any  thing  to  this  laft  motive,  be  affur’d 
alfo,  that  1  lhall  relent  all  the  good  Offices  you  render 
them  upon  my  Recommendation. 

Prince  Sofan  is  fo  Confiderable  through  the  whole 
Empire,  ( whether  It  be  by  the  Honour  he  hath  to  be 
a  near  Relation  to  the  Emperor,  or  whether  by  his 
place  of  Grand  Matter  of  the  Palace,  or  whether  by 
his  Credit  or  Capacity )  that  upon  any  other  Occa- 
hon  the  Vice- Roy  of  Chekiam  would  have  look’d  upon 
it  as  a  great  Favour  to  receive  one  of  his  Letters,  and 
■  would  not  have  balanced  one  Moment  to  fatisfie  him ; 
but  Padion  had  blinded  him,  and  the  Vexation  to 
perceive 
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perceive  himfelf  lefs  powerful  at  Court  than  a  Stran¬ 
ger,  inclined  him  to  let  the  Miffionary  underftand, 
that  he  was  at  lead  the  Mailer  in  his  own  Province. 

Wherefore  he  began  to  feize  upon  feveral  Churches, 
which  he  bellowed  on  the  Priefts  of  the  Pagan  Gods, 
after  he  had  violently  taken  away  the  facred  Monu¬ 
ments  of  our  Religion. 

He  iffued  out  Proclamations  much  more  rigorous 
than  the  former,  he  threatned  the  Father  with  his  In¬ 
dignation,  if  he  did  not  abandon  his  Flock,  and  he 
caufed  feveral  Chriftians,  that  had  but  too  openly  de¬ 
clared  themlelves,  to  be  apprehended;  fome  of  them 
were  haled  to  Prifon,  they  feverely  punilh’d  others, 
and  then  the  Perfecution  became  bloody  by  the  Tor¬ 
ments,  that  thefe  generous  Confeffors  liiffered  for  the 
Name  of  J  E  S  US. 

Amongll  thole  that  lignalized  themlelves,  a  Phyli- 
cian  more  eminently  made  his  Faith  appear;  he  was 
much  grieved  to  fee  the  Altars  of  the  true  God  viola¬ 
ted  and  defpoiled,  Groffes  broken  in  pieces,  the  holy 
Images  expofed  to  the  Scorn,  Laughter,  and  Impiety 
of  Idolaters :  To  repair  this  Lois,  and  that  Believers 
might  not  be  left  deftitute  of  the  ordinary  Marks  of 
their  Religion,  he  diftributed  to  each  of  them  Images 
and  Crucifixes.  He  went  from  door  to  door  with  the 
precious  Pledges  of  our  Salvation  ;  animating  the 
Weak,  confirming  the  more  couragious  in  their  Faith; 
Do  not  fear.,  faid  he  to  them,  him  who  can  only  exercift 
his  weak  Power  upon  the  Body ;  hut  fear  that  Great  Gof 
who  as  he  has  deprived  you  of  Life ,  can  alfo  punifhyotn 
Soul  with  an  eternal  Death,  and  rather  fuffer  all  forts  <>, 
Torments ,  than  forfake  his  holy  Law. 

The  Mandarin  offended  at  the  boldnefsof  the  Phy 
fician,  commanded  him  to  be  loaden  with  Chains 
and  having  caufed  him  to  be  dragg’d  before  his  Tri 
bunal,  they  prepared  all  things  tor  his  being  cruel! 
Baftinado’d,  when  his  Godlon,  who  came  runnin, 
thither  with  other  Chriftians,  threw  himfelf  on  lv 
Kne< 


of  Chrijlianity  in  China.  443 

Knees  at  the  judge’s  Feet,  and  begged  of  him  with 
Tears  in  his  Eyes,  that  he  would  permit  him  to  receive 
the  Ghaftifement  of  his  Godfather. 

This  zealous  Phyfician,  who  afpired  to  nothing 
more  than  Martyrdom,  was  fo  far  from  giving  his 
Place  to  another,  that  he  conftantly,  and  itedfaftly 
forbid  it;  and  at  that  time  there  arofe  fuch  a  Scuffle 
between  them,  that  the  Angels  admir’d,  and  that  made 
the  Chriftian  Religion  to  be  refpeded  to  the  very  I- 
dolaters.  The  Judge  Hood  amaz’d  at  it,  and  turning 
towards  thofe  eminent  Confeflors  of  Jelus  Chrift,  Go 
jour  ways ,  fay  he  to  them,  this  forwardnefs  to  fuff er  the 
Pimifhmsnt  of  your  Faults,  deferve  fome  Indulgence ;  I 
far  don  you,  but  henceforward,  think  of  f leafing  the  Vice- 
Roy,  and  be  more  careful  to  obey  the  Emperors  Orders. 

When  the  Spirit  of  God  hath  once  feized  on  the 
Heart,  Mens  Words  are  not  capable  to  touch  them. 
This  zealous  Phyfician,  whom  the  fight  of  Execution 
had  made  more  couragious,  continu'd  his  Ads  of  Cha¬ 
rity  as  before,  and  his  Zeal  made  fuch  a  noife  up  and 
down,  that  the  Mandarin  durft  no  longer  mince  the 
Matter,  he  feemed  much  concerned  at  the  Contempt 
he  ufed  of  his  Threatnings :  Infonyuch,  that  he  gave 
Order  to  his  Officers  to  bring  him  out,  to  make  a  fe- 
vere  Example  of  him. 

In  effed,  hacaufed  him  to  be  beat  fo  cruelly  in  his 
Prefence,  that  thofe  who  were  prefent,  were  equally 
furpriz’d  at  the  Severity  of  the  Judge,  and  Patience  of 
this  good  Chriftian.  This  bloody  Execution  once 
over,  fome  of  his  Relations  who  game  running  at  this 
doleful  Spedacle,  were  thinking  to  carry  him  to  his 
Houfe ;  but  he  pofitively  defired  to  be  carried  to 
Church,  and  what  endeavours  foever  they  ufed  to  di¬ 
vert  him  from  it,  yet  he  had  Strength  enough  left  to 
crawl  thither  himfelf,  bom  up  by  the  Arms  of  fe- 
veral  Chriftians.  He  came  thither  all  bathed  in  his 
1  Gore ;  and  kneeling  down  at  the  Foot  of  the  Al- 
tars,  0  Lord,  faith  he ,  thou  fsejt  this  Day,  that  I 
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f  refer  tby  holy  Law  to  all  the  Sweetnefs  of  Life  :  I  come 
not  to  demand  Ju/lice  of  thee  for  all  the  Blood  tby  Em- 
miei  have  fpilt ;  I  come  to  offer  thee  that  which  remains 
cf  mine  own  ;  1  do  not  deferve  to  die  for  fitch  a  good 
Caffe ;  hut  thou ,  0  my  God,  deferveft  the  intirc  Sacrifice 
of  my  Life:  And  then  turning  towards  Father  Intor- 
cetta,  who  began  to  comfort  him,  Ah !  Father,  an- 
fwer’d  he,  I  fliall  be  now  at  the  height  of  my  Joy,  if  it 
were  not  my  Sms,  but  my  Zeal  that  bad  brought  this  light 
Cha/hfement  upon  me. 

This  Exampie,  and  many  others,  that  I  forbear  to 
relate,  made  fuch  Impreilions  upon  the  Idolaters 
hearts,  that  a  great  many  of  them  refolv’d  to  embrace 
the  Chriftian  Faith,  being  perliiaded  that  Sentiments 
lo  oppofice  to  corrupt  Nature,  could  not  poflibly  pro¬ 
ceed  either  from  Paffion  or  Error. 

Among  them  whom  the  holy  Spirit  did  effedlually 
touch,  were  Three  who  appeared  full  of  that  very 
Faith,  that  made  in  former  time  almoft  as  many  Mar¬ 
tyrs  in  the  Primitive  Church  as  Believers ;  they  were 
Young,  Handlome,  of  Quality,  and  what  is  more,  en¬ 
gaged  by  their  Condition,  blindly  to  comply  with  the 
Vice-Roy's  Inclinations.  Neverthelefs,  counting  their 
temporal  Eftate  as  nothing,  they  demanded  publick 
Baptifm. 

The  Father,  to  bring  the  Faith  of  thefe  Neopbites  to 
the  Teft,  hid  nothing  fom  them  that  might  any  wife 
flagger  them ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain  to  reprdent  to 
them  the  rigour  of  the  Editts,  the  Vice-Roys  Indig¬ 
nation,  the  Defolation  they  were  like  to  call  their  Fa¬ 
milies  into,  the  Danger  of  lofing  their  Eftates,  Ho¬ 
nour,  Life,  and  all  thefe  Conliderations  lerved  only 
to  animate  them  the  more,  (othat  after  a  pretty  long 
Tryal,  they  were  initiated  into  our  (acred  Mylleries, 
and  took  part  as  others  did,  m  the  Crofs  of  Chrift- 
Their  Converfion  fortify’d  the  Feeble-minded,  and 
comforted  Father  Intorcetta  for  all  the  Evils  that  the 
Pei  locution  had  made  his  Church  to  fuffei , 
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But  the  Vice  Roy  was  fo  much  the  more  provoked, 
becaufe  he  had  not  the  Liberty  at  that  time  to  fliew 
his  Refentment :  for  juft  then  they  delivered  him 
Two  Letters  from  Prince  Sofan,  one  of  them  was  for 
Father  Intorcetta ,  the  other  that  was  directed  to  him- 
lelF,  was  full  fraught  with  Reproaches,  for  that  he 
feemed  to  make  no  account  of  the  Prince’s  recom¬ 
mendation.  /  could  never  have  believed ,  laid  he  to  him, 
that  to  pleafe  a  Company  of  ill  affected  People,  who  have 
exafperated  jour  Spirit  at  the  Chriftiatis ,  you  would  have 
deviated  from  the  Counfeh  I  gave  you.  It  is  a  Friend 
that  I  endeavoured  to  infpire  you  with  better  Sentiments ; 
think  upon  it  once  more,  and  ref  ell  firkujly  with  your  felf 
that  it  is  1  that  fpeak  to  you.  I  expeS  three  Things  from 
your  Friend  ftp  >  Ftrfl,  that  you  deliver  the  Letter  your  felf 
to  Father  Intorcetta,  according  to  the  Superfcription.  The 
Second,  that  you  do  fo  well  fat  life  the  Father,  that  he  may 
have  Occafion  to  blefs  himfelf  for  the  kind  Offices  you 
render  him ,  and  that  he  himfelf  may  tefiifie  the  fame  to  me. 
And  the  Third  is,  that  henceforward  you  do  not  any  longer 
difurb  either,.  Mtlftonaries,  or  Cbrijlians :  In  fiort,  lam 
extreamly  forty ,  for  being  obliged  to  write  to  you  fo  often 
about  this  Subject.  If  you  for  the  future  mend  your  Man¬ 
ners,  I  (hall  write  to  you  a  third  Time  to  thank  you,  but  if 
your  Paffion  continues,  this  is  the  laf  Letter  you  (hall  ever 
receive  from  me. 

Then  did  the  Vice  Roy  repent  him  of  his  former 
Proceedings  ;  yet  was  he  fo  far  engaged,  that  he 
thought  he  could  not  handfomely  go  back  with  any 
Honour.  He  found  it  efpecially  very  hard  to  foe  to 
a  Miffionary  for  his  Friendfhip,  whom  he  but  juft: 
now  treated,  and  that  publickly,  with  the  utmoft 
Difdain ;  but  yet  dreading  Prince  Sofia  s  refentment, 
who  was  the  moft  Powerful,  and  in  moft  Credit,  of 
all  the  Minifters  of  the.  Empire :  On  one  hand,  he 
rofolved  to  ftand  to  what  he  had  done  already  a- 
galnft  the  Chnftians,  without  driving  matters  any 
further,  and  on  the  other  hand,  to  dilpatch  one  of 
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his  Officers  to  Pekin,  to  purge,  and  clear  himfelf  to 
the  Prince. 

In  this  interim.  Father  Intorcetta  having  a  fecret 
Item  of  the  Letter  that  the  Vice-Roy  had  received,  in¬ 
timated  to  the  Fathers  at  Court,  the  fmall  Effed  they 
had  produced;  infomuch,  that  thole  Fathers  refol- 
ved  to  fignifie  the  fame  to  the  Emperor,  in  cafe  Prince 
Sojan  fhould  drink  it  advifable.  Wherefore  they  re¬ 
lated  to  him  what  had  palfed  at  Hamcheu,  the  Ob- 
fiinacy  of  the  Vice-Roy,  the  Afflidion  of  Father  In. 
torcetta,  the  Danger  wherein  his  Church  was,  the  Ruin 
whereof  would  infallibly  involve  in  it  the  utter  Ruin 
of  all  the  Millions  in  the  Empire.  Since  ell  your  En¬ 
deavours,  My  Lord,  added  they,  feem  ineffectual,  there 
appears  nothing  that  can  put  a  Stop  to  the  Violence  of  this 
ebffinate  Mandarin,  but  the  Emperors  Authority ;  but 
we  (bald  he  wanting  to  our  true  Inter  eft,  (  and  what 
fways  the  more  with  us  )  to  the  acknowledgment  that  rue 
are  bound  to  give  for  your  Favours ;  If  we  were  ruled  b) 
any  other  Confederations  than  yours. 

The  Prince  already  provoked  by  the  Vice-Roy’s  be¬ 
haviour/was  not  (orry  at  this  Overture,  and  believed 
he  had  now  lound  a  fair  Opportunity  to  revenge  him¬ 
felf:  So  that  thele  Fathers  having  recommended  the 
Importance  of  their  Affairs  to  God  Almighty,  where¬ 
in  the  (olid  Eftablilhment,  or  utter  Ruin  of  Religion 
was  concerned,  came  to  the  Palace  on  the  zi ft.  of 
December  1691.  and  demanded  Audience. 

The  Emperor  lent  lome  Eunuchs,  his  Confidents, 
to  know  what  their  Bufinels  was;  The  Father  pre- 
fentiy  declared  to  them,  the  heinous  Excels  of  the 
Vice- Roy  of  Hamcheu,  as  well  in  refped  of  the  Mil¬ 
lionaires,  as  in  relped  of  the  Chriftians  under  his  Go¬ 
vernment  ;  they  added  moreover,  that  they  had  fuf- 
fered  a  long  time  without  Complaining,  in  expedi¬ 
tion,  that  their  Patience  would  pacifie  h:s  Spirit ;  but 
fince  the  Milchief  became  every  day  greater  and 
greater,  without  all  hops*  of  Remedy,  they  came  to 
proftrat! 
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proftrate  themfelves  at  the  Emperor’s  Feet,  as  to  the 
ufual  Afiylum  of  oppreffed  Innocence,  moft  humbly  to 
befeech  him,  to  grant  to  their  Brethren  in  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  that  happy  Peace,  they  themfelves  enjoyed  at 
hkin,  in  the  very  Sight,  and  under  the  Protection  of 
his  Majefty. 

The  Emperor,  to  whom  they  reported-  this  Dif- 
courfe,  had  a  mind  to  try  the  Father’s  Conflancy,  and 
fo  return’d  them  no  favourable  Anfwer;  but  they  ne¬ 
ver  ceafing  to  reprefent  the  Unhappinels,  this  Indiffe¬ 
rence  of  this  Prince  was  Ihortly  like  to  bring  them  un¬ 
der,  he  fent  new  Eunuchs  to  acquaint  them,  that  he 
was  amazed  to  fee  them  fo  infatuated  with  the  Chrifti- 
an  Religion ;  is  it  poffible,  he  bid  them  tell  them, f  Thao 

*  you  are  always  buffed  about  a  World  whither  you 
‘  are  not  yet  come,  and  count  that  wherein  you  arc  at 
'  prefent,  as  nothing  ?  Believe  me,  Sirs,  there  is  a  time 
'  for  all  things ;  make  better  Improvement  of  what 

*  Heaven  inftru&syou  with,  and  defer  all  thofe  Cares 
'  till  you  ceafe  to  live ;  Cares  that  are  profitable  to 
‘  none  but  the  Dead :  For  my  part,  [aid  be,  in  a  drolling 
‘  ovai,  I  do  not  concern  my  felf  in  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
‘  other  World,  and  I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  deter- 
'  min  upon  the  Gaule  of  thele  invifible  Spirits. 

Then  the  Fathers,  oppreft  with  Grief,  (hedding  a 
torrent  of  Tears,  proftrated  themfelves  to  the  very 
ground ;  they  conjured  the  Eunuchs  to  report  to  the 
Emperor  the  fad  Condition  wbereunto  they  were  re¬ 
duc’d  :  This  would  be  the  fir  ft  time,  laid  they,  that  tbit 
great  Prince  abandon’d  innocent  Perfons,  and  appear’d  in- 
Jenfible  of  our  Lamentation :  Is  it  becaufe  we  are  unpro¬ 
fitable  Strangers  that  he  deals  thus  with  its  ?  At  leaf, 
Gentlemen ,  pray  tell  him,  that  the  great  God  of  Heaven 
|  and  Earth,  whofe  Caufewe  maintain ,  for  whom  we 
fight,  nay,  and  to  whom  he  himfelf  is  beholden  for  all 
his  Grandeur,  wed  dejcrvcs,  that  he  ftiould  exert  all  his 
Power  to  make  him  known ,  sad  his  Juft  ice  in  puniftiing 
thofe  who  do  him  an  injury  in  the  Perfons  of  his  Minifters. 

In 
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In  fine,  after  all  thefe  Tryals,  this  gracious  Prince, 
moved  with  Compafllon,  could  no  longer  diffemble 
his  real  Sentiments,  he  therefore  lent  to  the  Fathers 
(that  were  flill  proffrate  berore  his  Palace  Gate)  an 
Officer  of  his  Bed-Chamber,  to  acquaint  them,  ‘  That 
‘  he  did  not  allow  of  the  Vice-Roy  of  Hamcbeu’s 

*  Proceedings,  and  that  he  was  willing  for  their  fake, 
‘  to  put  an  end  to  this  unjuft  Perfecution ;  and  that 
‘■in  a  word,  there  was  two  ways  to  accomplifh  it: 
‘  The  firft,  to  fend  to  the  Vice-Roy,  a  fecret  Order 
‘  immediately,  to  give  fatisfa&ion  for  Mifchiefs  paft, 

*  that  this  way,  tho5  not  fo  Exemplary,  was  themoft 
‘  eafie  and  fure.  The  fecond,  to  prefent  a  Petition, 
‘  and  obtain  from  the  Tribunes  a  favourable  Decree 
‘  for  all  the  Million  aries,  which  Would  decide  all  Dif- 
'  ferences.  That  they  fhould  confult  among  them* 

*  felves  what  fhould  be  moft  convenient  in  the  prefent 
‘  conjundure ;  and  when  they  had  weighed  the  Rea- 
1  fons  on  both  fides,  that  they  fhould  come  back  the 
e  next  day  to  declare  to  him  their  pofitive  Refolu- 

*  tion. 

The  Fathers  fignified  their  moft  humble  acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  the  Emperor  by  cuflomary  Proteftati- 
ons,  and  returned  full  with  great  hopes  of  happy  Sue- 
cefs,  yet  very  uncertain  what  courfe  to  fleer. 

They  confider’d  on  one  hand  the  danger  that  there 
was  to  put  their  Caufe  into  the  hands  of  the  Lipou ,  who 
always  declared  againft  the  Ghriftian  Religion  ;  that 
in  all  probability  there  needed  no  more  to  revive  all 
the  antient  Accufations,  which  Time  feem’d  to  have 
forgotten  :  That  the  Miffionaries  fettled  in  the 
Provinces,  whom  they  had  conceal’d  from  the  Court 
till  that  time,  would  be  obliged  to  quit  China,  or  elle 
forfake  all  their  Millions That  at  leaf!,  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  thofe  who  had  built  new  Churches,  and 
Converted  a  great  number  of  Idolaters  againft  the 
exprefs  prohibitions  of  Parliaments,  was  fufficient  to 
warrant  the  Vice*Roy  of  Hamcheu :  That  in  fine, 
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things  may  be  brought  to  pafs  by  the  fubtil  De¬ 
vices  of  our  Enemies,  and  fecret  undertakings  of  the 
Bonzes,  that  they  might  be  fo  far  from  quenching  the 
Flame  of  a  particular  Perfecution,  as  we  fuppofe, 
that  we  Ihould  kindle  a  general  Conflagration  in  the 
Empire,  that  would  not  terminate  but  in  the  total  de¬ 
lation  of  Chriftianity. 

Thefe  Reafons,  altho’  very  fubftantial  and  folid 
in  them  (elves,  were  neverthelefs  balanced  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Reflexions.  What  Protection  foever  the  Em¬ 
perors  might  have  given  till  that  time  to  the  Miffio- 
naries,  yet  they  experienced,  that  it  was  not  (ufficient 
to  oblige  all  the  Mandarins  of  Provinces  to  counte¬ 
nance  the  Chriftians,  and  that  there  was  a  great 
number  of  them  who  (  prejudiced  againftus  either  by 
that  univerfal  Contempt  which  the  Education  of 
China  did  ufually  create  in  them  for  Foreigners,  or  by 
the  Calumnies  of  the  Bonzes,  or  elfe  by  a  falfe  Zeal  of 
the  publick  Gqod)  thought  it  was  a  piece  of  good  Ser¬ 
vice  to  deftroy  us,  and  (poil  in  p.  few  days  that  which 
had  been  the  Work  of  (everal  Years. 

Thele  particular  Perfections  were  (o  much  the  more 
feared,  as  they  adminiftred  occafion  to  our  fecret  E- 
nemies,  to  declare  themfelves  openly  againft  us,  and 
to  compofe  a  ftrong  and  great  Party,  which  was 
lommonly  upheld  by  the  Courts  appointed  for  the 
ordering  Rites  and  Ceremonies,  who  always  waited 
for  occafions  to  flop  the  courfe  of  new  Foreigners  in¬ 
to  the  State.  So  that  if  in  thefe  critical  conjunctures 
the  Emperors,  by  a  particular  Providence,  Ihould  not 
have  honoured  us  with  their  benevolence,-  Chrifti¬ 
anity  would  have  long  fince  been  deftroy ’d  in  China, 
and  it  may  be  the  memory  of  it  would  have  been  to¬ 
tally  obliterated. 

We  fhould  therefore  confider,  that  the  Court  per¬ 
haps  would  not  be  always  fo  favourable  to  us,  that 
there  needed  nonjore  bpt  one  moment  alone  to  lole 
the  Smperors  gracious  Favour;  or,  what  was  ftill 
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mere  dangerous,  to  intail  his  Indignation  upon  us,  and 
thofe  of  our  Religion, that  in  this  fickle  State  wherein 
Religion  was,  the  leaft  oppofition  from  the  Manda¬ 
rin  would  fuffice  to  fee  the  Peoples  Hearts  againft  it, 
that  the  Great  ones  themfelves  durft  never  declare, 
or  be  Converted,  for  fear  of  being  one  day  refpon- 
fible  to  the  Parliaments  for  their  Converfion,  which 
probably  in  time  might  be  made  an  heinous  Crime. 

On  the  contrary,  if  fo  be  the  Ghriftian  Faith  were 
once  approved  of  by  publickEdift,  nothing  afterward 
could  difturb  its  Eftablifliment,  fince  it  would  be 
lefs  odious  to  the  idolatrous  People,  becaufe  the 
Ghriftians  would  make  a  publick  profeflion  of  it,  and 
at  laft  the  new  Miffionaries  would  enter  without  in¬ 
terruption  into  the  vaft  Field  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
would  there  low,  without  any  contradiction,  that 
facred  Word,  which  would  then  produce  an  hundred 
fold. 

The  only  hope  of  fuch  a  great  Benefit,  determined 
the  Fathers  to  try  this  laft  means ;  and  fo  much  the 
rather,  becaufe  they  believed  they,  could  not  in  fu¬ 
ture  time  meet  with  any  occafion  more  favourable  to 
accomplifh  it.  The  remembrance  of  fignal  Services 
Father  Verbhft  had  rendered  to  the  State,  was  (till 
very  recent ;  the  Emperor  had  declared  how  fenfible 
he  was  of  the  Refolution  that  Father  Grimaldi  an  Ita¬ 
lian,  had  taken  to  crofs  the  Seas  again  for  this  fake, 
and  to  undertake  a  riioft  tedious  Journey.  Father 
Thomas  a  Flemming,  was  wholly  taken  up  in  Mathe- 
maticItSj  wherein  he  acquired  the  Reputation  of  ai 
Learned’Knovving  Man,  and  moft  Pious  Miffionary.1 
Father  Tercira  a  fortitguefe,  for  his  part,  took  a  great 
deal  of  pains  a  long  time  in  certain  Inftruments, 
and  feveral  Engines,  that  the  Prince  took  great  de¬ 
light  in  :  But  that  which  did  our  bufinefs  in  getting 
his  Heart,  was  the  Peace  which  Father  Gerbillon  had 
but  'juft  then  concluded  three  hundred  Leagues  front 
Vekm,  between  th vCbinefi  and  Mufcovite,  Prince  Sofa», 
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nearly  related  to  the  Emperor,  and  Plenipotentiary, 
flood  amazed  at  his  Zeal,  and  publickly  declared, 
that  but  for  him,  this  Negotiation  would  never  have 
terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the  Empire.  He 
fpoke  of  it  to  the  Emperor  to  that  purpofe  ,  and  at 
that  very  time  he  infpired  him  with  Sentiments  of 
Efteem  and  Affection  for  this  Father,  which  have 
continued  ever  fince  beyond  whatfoever  we  were  able 
to  expert  or  hope  for.  Befides,  this  fame  Father, 
together  with  Father  Bovet,  both  French,  and  of  the 
number  of  thofe  whom  the  King  fent  into  China  in 
1685.  apply ’d  themfelves  for  many  Years  to  teach 
Geometry  and  Philofophy  to  the  Emperor,  with  fuch 
Succefs,  that  he  could  never  be  weary  in  difcourfing 
with  them  upon  thefe  Matters. 

But  becaufe  thefe  zealous  Miflionaries  were  fully 
perfuaded,  that  when  Religion  is  concerned,  human 
Affiftances  are  very  infigmficant,  if  God  Almighty- 
do  not  fecretly  diredt  and  order  the  whole  Work. 
They  began  to  implore  the  affiftance  of  him  whom 
nothing  is  able  to  refill :  They  fpread  open  their 
Wants  before  him,,  and  difcovered  their  Hearts  in  his 
prefence,  and  told  him  with  the  fame  confidence 
that  once  animated  Judith :  Make  bare ,  make  bare, 
0  Lord,  thy  arm  on  our  behalf,  as  thou  did (l  h:retoforei 
and  bring  to  nought  the  obftacle  our  Enemies  ovpofe  again  ft 
tu :  Letthofe  who  have  boafted  that  they  could  defray  the 
Temple,  who  have  already  prcpbaned  thy  Altar,  and  trod¬ 
den  under  foot  the  Tabernacle  of  thy  holy  Name ;  let  them 
at  prejent  be  fenfible,  that  before  thee  all  their  force  is  no¬ 
thing  but  vanity  and  weaknefs :  Put  into  our  mouths.  Lord, 
that  holy  word,  and  replenish  our  hearts  with  thefe  wife 
Counfels  that  make  Truth  always  to  triumph ;  to  the  end  thy 
Houfe  that  hath  been  fo  many  years  in  a  tottering  Condi¬ 
tion,  may  at  this  day  be  immovably  fettled  and  confirmed : 
and  that  all  Nations  may  in  the  end  confej  s,  that  thou  only 
art  the  true  God,  and  that  befides  thee,  f  Judhh  d  - 
we  ought  to  jeez  for  none  other.  | 
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After  this  fervent  Prayer  they  fecretly  prefented 
their  Petition  to  the  Emperor,  that  they  were  after¬ 
wards  to  offer  to  him  in  publick.  He  read  it,  but  not 
finding  therein  what  was  the  moft  capable  to  make 
impreffion  upon  the  Spirit  of  the  Chinefe,  (for  they 
infilled  upon  what  principally  related  to  the  Sanftity 
and  Truth  of  Chriftian  Religion)  he  drew  up  ano¬ 
ther  himfelfin  the  Tartarian  Language,  which  he  fent 
back  to  the  Fathers,  yet  leaving  them  to  their  liberty 
to  retrench,  or  add  thereto,  as  they  (hall  judge  moll 
convenient. 

Indeed,  if  one  do  but  never  fo  little  reflect  upon 
the  particular  Character  of  the  Emperors  of  China, 
onecannot  fufEciently  admire,  that  this  prefent  Em¬ 
peror  fhould  vouchfafe  to  defcend  from  the  loftiefl 
degree  of  "Grandeur,  which  he  obferves  every  where 
elfe,  nay  even  in  refped:  of  the  greateft  Princes,  to 
make  himfelf  familiar  with  pitiful  Miffionaries :  For 
a  Man  to  confider  after  what  manner  he  takes  a 
particular  Account  of  their  Affairs ;  how  he  (peaks 
to  them,  how  he  puts  them  in  a  way,  would  he  not 
conclude  that  it  is  a  private  Man  that  manages  the 
Concerns  of  his  Friend?  Yet  neverthelefs  it  is  one 
of  the  greateft  Kings  in  the  World,  that  ispleafed 
thustoftickleto  pleafe  a  company  of  Strangers,  even 
at  the  peril  of  the  fundamental  Laws  of  the  Nation. 

But  after  all,  it  is  no  wonder  that  a  God,  who  to 
Eftablifh  his  Religion  humbled  himfelf  fo  far,  as  to 
make  himfelf  like  to  Men,  does  oblige  fometimes  the 
greateft  Princes  of  the  World  to  diveft  themfelves  of 
their  Ma  jefty  and  innate  Pride, to  co-operate  and  con¬ 
cur  in  this  grand  Work.  For  certainly,  what  care  fo- 
ever  we  may  have  taken  to  make  this  Prince  favoura¬ 
ble  to  us ;  yet  mull  we  needs  herein  principally  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  Efficacy  of  Divine  Grace.  It  is  the 
Almighty  voice  of  the  Lord  that  alone  can,  to  (peak 
in  the  Scripture  Expreffion,  hruife  tbs  Cedars  ani 
fake  the  Mountains  of  the  Wildtrtiejs  j  that  is  to  lav, 
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abafe  the  Great  ones  of  the  World,  and  give  to  their 
heart  what  motion  he  pleafes. 

Whilft  all  thefe  things  were  tranfafted  at  Pekin, 
the  Vice-Roy  of  Hamcheu,  that  had  now  leifure  to 
make  fome  Reflexions  upon  his  Behaviour,  was  not 
peaceable  in  his  Province.  The  Credit  of  Prince 
Sofan  did  grievoufly  perplex  him ;  and  above  all  he 
dreaded  his  juft  Relentment ;  For  to  pacifie  him,  he 
thought  it  the  wifeft  courle  to  fend  one  of  his  Offi¬ 
cers  to  him,  under  pretence  to  juftifie  himfelf  to  him, 
but  in  effeX,  to  exafperate  the  principal  Mandarins 
of  Lipou  again  ft  the  Miffionaries,  in  cafe  he  fhould 
find  any  opportunity  to  do  it. 

At  that  time  the  Officer  arrived  at  Court,  but 
Prince  Sofan  would  not  fb  much  as  hear  him ;  and 
packing  him  away,  briskly  told  him,  that  he  much 
wondered  that  his  Matter  made  fuch  little  account  of 
Perfbns  whom  the  Emperor  honoured  with  his  Atte¬ 
ntion,  and  employed  and  trufted  in  his  Service. 

As  to  what  relates  to  their  Bufmefs,  l  am  no  more 
concerned  in  it,  than  the  Emperor  would  himfelf.  Thefe 
Fathers  have  implored  his  Protection,  and  he  well  under- 
[lands  how  to  do  them  Jufiice  without  my  intermedling. 
Befides,  when  l  writ  in  their  behalf,  it  wits  not  fo  much 
to  do  them  a  kindnefs,  as  thereby  to  exhibit  a  Token  of 
Friendfip  to  the  Vice -Roy,  in  plucking  him  from  the  Pre¬ 
cipice  whither  he  had  fo  indifcreetlj  thrown  himfelf. 

This  Anfwer  did  fo  ftartle  this  Officer,  that  with¬ 
out  ever  dreaming-  of  making  any  other  progrefs,  he 
returned  to  his  Matter  at  Hemcheu  to  render  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ill  Succefs  of  his  Commiffion.  The  Fa¬ 
thers  who  had  notice  of  it,  underftd'od  by  that,  that 
they  were  to  lofe  no  time,  and  that  they  werefpeedi- 
ly  to  improve  the  good  difpofition  of  Prince  Sofon,  So 
that  upon  Candlemas- day  they  went  to  the  Palace,  and 
offer’d  to  the  Emperor  with  the  ufual  Ceremonies,  the 
Petition  that  he  himfelf  had  compofed,  of  which  fee 
here  the  Tranflation. 
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May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty ; 

WE  expofe  to  you,  with  the  mofl  perfeB  fubm'tffton 
and  mo  ft  profound  refpeB  that  we  are  capable  of, 
the  beginning,  end,  inducements  and  motives  of  our  moft 
humble  Kequeft,  being  confident  that  you  will  vouchfafe 
to  hear  it  with  the  fame  prudence  that  attends  all  your 
AB'rns,  and  with  that  Benevolence  wherewith  you  have 
been  gracioufly  pleas  d  to  honour  us. 

On  the  ninth  Month  of  the  Moon,  Father  Intorcetta, 
one  of  your  Majcfifs  SubjeBs,  whofe  abode  is  in  the  City 
of  Hamcheu,  did  acquaint  as  that  the  Vice- Roy  had 
ftriBly  charged  the  Mandarins  of  his  Province  to  pull 
down  all  the  Temples  of  the  Chrifttans,  to  burn  the  Prin¬ 
ting  Tables,  upon  which  is  engraven  all  the  Books  of  our 
Religion.  Moreover,  he  bath  pubhekiy  declared,  that  our 
DoBrine  is  falfe  and  dangerous,  and  cenfequently  not  to 
be  tolerated  in  the  Empire,  and  hath  added  fever al  other 
things  moft  dif advantageous  to  rss. 

Upon  this  News ,  Sir,  [cited  with  horror,  and  pene¬ 
trated  with  grief,  we  thought  our  ( elves  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  your  Majefty,  as  the  common  Father  of  the 
AfJUBed,  to  lay  before  you  the  dtplorablc  Condition  where- 
unto  we  are  reduced  •  for  except  you  grant  as  your  Pro- 
teBion,  it  is  altog'tb impojfible  to  avoid  the  Stratagems 
of  our  Enemies ,  and  to  ward  the  Blow  wherewith  they 
threaten  us. 

Thai  which  adminiftns  comfort  to  as,  Sir,  when  we 
appear  at  your  Majefty  s  Feet,  is  to  fee  with  what  Wifdom 
you  influence  and  move  ad  the  parts  of  your  Empire,  as  if 
it  were  the  Body,  of  which  you  are  the  Soul ;  and  with 
what  unconcernment  end  impartiality  you  regulate  the 
htereft  of  each  private  Man,  without  acceptation  ofPer- 
fons.  hfomucb  that  you  could  not  be  at  reft  if  you  knew 
-  but  one  fingle  SubjcB  :oppreft  by  Injuftice,  or  but  even  de¬ 
prived  of  that  rank  and  recompmce  he  dtferves. 

.  You  furpafs,  Great  Sir,  the  Mightieft  Kings  amongft 
your  Predecejjors,  who  have  its  thin  time  permitted  falfe 
Rfligiont 
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Religion  in  China ;  for  you  do  intirely  love  Truth ,  and 
do  not  approve  of  Falftaood .  For  this  reafon  it  is,  that  in 
taking  your  Progrefs  to  view  your  Provinces,  you  have  gi¬ 
ven  a  thoufand  Teftimenies  of  your  Royal  AfeBions  to  the 
European  Mijftpnaries  that  were  in  your  Road ;  as  if  you 
meant  thereby  to  teftifie,  that  you  value  their  BoBrine ; 
and  that  you  would  be  very  glad  that  they  would  fettle  in 
your  States.  What  we  deliver  here  in  publish,  is  gene¬ 
rally  known  to  the  whole  Empire . 

Therefore  when  we  behold  the  Vice- Roy  o/Hamcheu  to 
f  ile  the  Cbrtftian  Religion,  the  falfe  and  dangerous  Re¬ 
ligion  ;  when  we  are  informed  that  he  ufes  all  bis  en¬ 
deavours  to  defiroy  it ;  how  are  we  able  to  fife  our  juft 
forrow,  and  forbear  to  declare  to  your  Majefty  what  we 
ffler* 

This  is  not  the  firft  time,  Sir,  that  they  have  perfe¬ 
cted  us  without  any  Reafon ;  therefore  Father  Adam 
Schaal,  your  SubjeB,  on  whom  your  Predecejfors  heap'd 
many  extraordinary  favours,  made  it  known  to  all  the 
Court,  that  the  Rules  of  the  Celeftial  Motions,  Eftabliftied 
by  the  Antient  Aftronomers  of  China,  were  all  falfe, 
he  propofed  others,  that  did  ptrfeBly  agree  with  the  Con- 
ftellations  that  were  approved,  and  made  ufe  of  with  no 
fmall  fuccefs ;  fo  that  this  Change  brought  Order  again 
into  the  Empire.  Tour  Majefty  is  not  ignorant  of  what 
paft  at  that  time  in  Pekin ;  we  may,  I  hope,  have  leave 
to  remember  how  matters  flood  there,  ftnce  they  are  fo 
many  fmgular  Favours  we  there  received :  Tet  upon  the 
account  of  exploding  and  abolishing  of  thefe  Errors,  how 
much  did  the  Father  afterwards  fuffer  by  Calumnies  of 
his  Enemies  ?  Yam-quam  lien,  and  thofe  of  his  FaBion, 
falfly  accufed  him  of  fever al  Crimes,  under  pretence  of 
Novelty,  as  if  this  new  Aftronomy  had  not  agreed  with 
Heaven ;  he  died,  not  being  able  at  that  time  to  juftifie 
himfelf\  but  your  Majefty  put  Father  Verbieft  in  his 
place,  and  heaped  on  him  fo  many  Favours,  that  the  Life 
of  this  Father  was  too  fiort,  and  his  words  too  faint  la 
dsmonftrate  to  all  the  World  the  greatnefs  of  his  acknou  - 
G  g  4  ledgcmenp 
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ledgments.  Yet  did  he  deeply  refent  all  tbefe  benefits , 
and  it  "was  on  purpofe  not  to  be  ungrateful ;  that  be  was 
bufted  for  above  Twenty  Tears  in  compofing  all  forts  of 
Books  for  the  pubbick  benefit,  both  in  Afironomy,  Arith- 
metick,  Mufick  and  Pbilofopby,  that  are  fiill  extant  in 
the  Palace,  together  with  divers  others  which  he  had  not 
time  to  compleat  and  finijh. 

But  fines  your  Majefly  is  perfeclly  inftruiied  in  all 
tbefe  particulars ,  we  dare  not  prefume  to  tire  out  your 
patience  by  a  longer  difeourfe.  We  do  mofl  humbly  befeecb 
your  Majefly  to  confder,  that  all  this  ss  not  fufficient  to  en¬ 
title  us  to  the  Peoples  affeilion  for  us,  and  confidence  tn  us: 
If,  as  they  accufe  us,  the  Law  that  we  preach  be  falfe 
and  dangerous,  how  can  we.  Sir,  juflifie  the  conduit  of 
Princes,  who  have  honoured  us  with  their  efieem  ? 

Nevertbelefs,  not  to  mention  any  thing  of  your  Pre- 
deceffors,your  Majefly  your  felf  hath  made  fo  jure  of  our 
Loyalty,  that  you  order’d  Father  Verbieft  to  found  fome 
Camion  of  new  Model,  to  put  an  end  to  a  dangerous 
War  :  You  made  Father  Grimaldi  crofs  the  vaft  Ocean 
to  go  into  Mulcovy  with  the  Letters  and  Seals  of  the 
High  Court  of  the  Militia  i  you  fent  the  Fathers  Ger- 
t>ilion  and  Pereira,  upon  very  important  Affairs,  to  the 
very  furtbeft  parts  of  Tartarv.  Nevertbelefs, your  Ma¬ 
jefly  well  knows,  that  thofe  who  are  governed  by  the  Prsn- 
tiples  of  a  falfe  Religion,  never  ufe  toferve  their  Prince 
faithfully ;  they  alm'ofi  ever  abandon  themfelves  to  their 
own  Paffions,  and  never  aim  at  any  thing  but  their  own 
particular  Interefi. 

If  therefore  we  do  txailly  dif charge  our  Duty,  and  if  to 
this  very  day  we  have  always  fought  the  fublick  good,  it 
is  mofl  manifefl  this  Zeal  proceeds  from  an  heart  weE 
effeiled,  full  of  efieem,  and  veneration,  and  (if  we  may 
be  bold  to  fay  fo)  of  a  fingular  affeilion  for  the  Per  [on  of 
your  Majefly.  On  the  contrary,  if  this  heart  once  ceafe  to 
fubmit  to  you,  it  would  be  from  that  very  time ,  contrary 
to  right  Rtafon,  good  Stnfe,  and  all  Sentiments  of  Hu¬ 
manity .  '  ' 
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This  being  fuppofed ,  Sir,  we  humbly  befeecb  you  to  con- 
fider,  that  after  the  fatigues  of  a  tedious  Voyage ,  we  are 
at  length  arrived  in  your  Empire ,  exempt  from  that  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Ambition  and  Covetoufnefs,  that  commonly  bring 
other  Men  thither,  but  with  an  ardent  defre  to  preach  to 
your  People  the  only  true  Religion . 

And  truly,  when  we  appeared  here  the  firft  time,  we 
were  entertain'd  with  abundance  of  marks  of  difiinBion, 
as  we  have  often  faid  already,  and  which  we  cannot  re¬ 
peat  toe  often .  In  the  Tenth  Tear  of  Chun*tchi,  they  pre¬ 
fer  d  us  to  the  foie  diretfion  of  the  Matbematicks .  In 
the  Fourteenth  Tear  of  the  fame  Reign,  they  gave  us  leave 
to  build  aChurcb  at  Pekin,  and  the  Emperor  timf ;lf  was 
willing  to  grant  us  a  particular  place  for  the  burial  of 
our  Dead.  In  the  Twenty  feventb  Tear  of  jour  Majefiy's 
glori.osts  Reign,  your  Majefty  honoured  the  Memory  of  Fa¬ 
ther  Verbielt,  not  only  by  new  Titles,  but  alfo  by  the  care 
you  took  to  caufe  the  lap  Offices  to  be  perform'd  to  him , 
with  an  almofi  Royal  Pomp  and  Magnificence.  Some 
while  after  you  appointed  an  Apartment  and  Mafiersto 
the  new  French  Miffionaries,  to  facilitate  their  Learning 
of  the  Tartarian  Tongue.  In  a  word,  you  feentd  fo  wed 
fatisfied  with  their  deportment,  that  you  caufed  the  Ser¬ 
vices  they  had  rendered  to  the  State  by  their  Voyages  into 
Tartary,  and  Negotiation  with  the  Mufcovites  to  be  in- 
ferted  in  the  Records  of  the  Nation :  What  a  happinefs. 
Sir,  and  a  glory  is  it  for  sis  to  be  judged  capable  of  fer- 
ving  fo  great  a  Prince ! 

Since  therefore  your  Majtfy,  who  does  fo  wifely  govern 
this  grand  Monarchy, voucbfafetb  to  employ  us,  and  put  fuch 
confidence  in  us,  how  is  it  poffible  there  (hould  be  one finglt 
Mandarin  fo  irrational  to  refufe  one  of  our  Brethren  per- 
miffion  to  live  in  bis  Province  ?  Verily,  Sir,  one  cannot 
fufficiently  deplore  the  hard  Fate  of  that  good  old  Mas, 
who  in  a  little  corner  of  the  Earth,  humbly  requires  fo 
much  fface  as  is  necejfary  peaceably  to  fpend  the  reminder 
of  bis  days ,  which  yet  hi  cannot  obtain. 
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It  is  for  this  reafon,  Sir,  that  all  of  us,  your  Majejlys 
mft  bumble  Subjeils,  who  are  here  like  forfaksn  Or¬ 
phans,  that  would  injure  no  body ,  nay,  who  endeavour  to 
avoid  Law-Suits,  Quarrels,  Wrangling!,  and  the  leaf 
Contefiations  •  It  is  for  this  reafon  (we  fay  j  that  we  be- 
feech  you  to  take  our  Cauje  in  hand,  with  thofe  Sentiments 
of  Equity  that  are  fo  ejfential  to  you ;  have  fame  Com- 
paffion,  Sir,  upon  Perfons  who  have  committed  no  Fault ; 
and  if  your  Majefiy,  after  being  fully  informed  of  our 
Carriage,  does  really  find  that  wears  Innocent,  we  befeech 
you  to  let  all  the  Empire  under (land  by  a  publick  Edtcl, 
the  judgment  you  entertain  of  our  Morals  and  Doftrine, 
It  is  for  tin  obtaining  this  Favour ,  that  we  afj'ume  the 
liberty  of  prefenting  to  you  this  Requefi.  In  the  mean 
time f  all  and  every  your  Subjells  the  Mijfionaries ,  wtU 
expel}  with  fear,  and  intire  fubmijfion,  what  you  fhalj 
he  pleafied  to  appoint  touching  the  Premifes.  In  the  Tbir  ■ 
tieth  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  Charahi,  the  lith.day  (ft  he 
twelfth  Month  of  the  Moon. 

The  Emperor  graciopfly  received  this  Petition,  and 
fent  it  the  1 8 th.  of  the  fame  Month  to  the  Court  of 
Rites,  with  an  Order  to  examine  it,  and  with  thefirft 
opportunity  to  make  report  of  it  to  him ;  but  be- 
caufe  there  is  vacatipn  in  all  the  Courts  of  Judicature 
in  China  much  about  the  fame  time,  until  the  1 5 th. 
of  the  firft  Month  of  the  Year  following,  the  Lipou, 
could  not  Anfwer  till  the  18 th.  of  the  (aid  Month: 
Upon  the  whole,  their  Judgment  was  much  contrary 
to  the  Emperor’s  Intentions,  and  Intereft  of  the 
Miffionaries.  For  the  Mandarins  having  reported  at 
large  the  antient  Edicts  enafted  againft:  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  concluded  that  this  bufinefs  required  no 
farther  difcuffion,  and  that  they  were  to  flick  clofe 
to  the  firft  Orders  of  Parliaments,  and  of  the  Court, 
which  prohibited  upon  grievous  Penalties,  the  natural 
born  Subjefts  to  entertain  the  new  Doftrine  of  the 
Europeans ;  that  notwithflanding  they  deem’d  it  con¬ 
venient 
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venient  to  preferve  the  Church  in  the  City  of  Ham- 
cheu,  and  to  give  order  to  the  Mandarins  of  that  Pro¬ 
vince,  not  to  confound  the  Chriftian  Religion  with 
the  feditious  Sects  of  China . 

The  Emperor  was  in  a  manner  as  much  concer¬ 
ned  as  the  Miffionaries  at  this  new  Decree :  when 
they  prefented  it  to  him,  he  difcovered  fome  trouble 
at  it,  and  left  it  for  feveral  days  in  his  Gofer,  with¬ 
out  declaring  himfelf,  to  the  end  that  the  Mandarins 
of  Lifou  having  notice  ofit,  might  have  time  to  come 
back ;  but  when  he  faw  their  Obftinacy,  he  was  not 
willing  to  make  turbulent  Spirits  to  Rebel,  and  revi¬ 
ved  at  Jaft,  tho’  fore  againft  his  Will,  to  Sign  it. 

This  News  threw  the  Fathers  into  a  great  Conifer- 
nation ;  and  one  Chao,  a  Gentleman  of the  Bed  Cham¬ 
ber,  whom  the  Emperor  fent  to  comfort  them,  found 
them  in  a  condition  worthy  of  ccmpaffion.  He  was 
troubled  at  it  himfelf  (for  he  loves  us  dearly,  and  hath 
done  us  upon  feveral  occafions  moft  fignal Services.) 
This  Officer  endeavour’d,  as  he  had  order,  to  moderate 
their  Afflidlion ;  but  whether  it  was  that  thefe  Fathers 
were  not  Mafters  of  themfelves,  or  that  they  had 
quite  given  over  all  thoughts  of  keeping  any  further 
correfpondence  with  a  Prince  that  had  deferred  them, 
they  utter’d  upon  this  occafion  whatfoever  the  moft 
fenfible  grief  is  able  to  infpire  into  afflicted  Perfons. 

What  fignifie,  my  Lord,  fay  they,  all  the  Favours 
it  hath  hitherto  pleafed  the  Emperor  to  do  us,  fince 
at  this  conjun&ure  himfelf  makes  them  unprofitable? 
Was  it  to  tumble  us  down  in  a  more  illuftrious  man¬ 
ner,  that  he  apply’d  himfelf  lo  long  time  to  exalt  us? 
What  delight  will  he  take  hereafter  to  fee  us,  covered 
with  fhame  and  confufion,  to  ferve  for  a  laughing- 
ftock  to  our  Enemies,  and  be  a  fpe&acle  to  the  whole 
Empire  ?  Will  that  Prince,  who  loved  us  fo  dearly, 
will  he  be  able  hereafter,  without  being  moved  at  it, 
tS  hear  that  the  Rabble  infiilt  over  us ?  That  his 
petty  Officers  make  us  to  be  beaten  in  open  Courts? 
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That  Vice-Roys  banifh  us  from  their  Provinces.,  that 
they  exile  us  Ihamefully  from  his  Empire  ? 

We  lay  out  our  felves  for  him,  our  Cares,  Studies, 
and  all  our  Watchings  are  given  to  him.  One  part 
of  our  Brethren  are  already  dead  by  their  Labours, 
others  have  impair’d  their  Health  by  the  lame;  and 
we  who  are  Bill  alive,  enforced  by  the  fame  defire 
of  pleafing  him,  willingly  and  freely  facrifice  all  the 
precious  moments  of  our  Life  to  him. 

We  hoped  to  merit  by  this  Zeal,  that  he  would  at 
length  approve  of  the  Religion  which  we  preach  to  his 
People,  (  for  why  ftiould  we  diflemble  the  matter  to 
you,  to  you  who  have  fo  long  known  the  real  Senti¬ 
ments  of  our  hearts )  that  was,  you  know,  the  only 
motive  of  all  our  Undertakings :  How  Powerful,  how 
Magnificent  foever  this  Prince  may  be,  we  Ihould  ne¬ 
ver  have  had  the  leaft  thoughts  of  coming  fo  far  to 
ierve  him,  if  the  Intereft  of  our  moft  holy  Faith  had 
not  engaged  us  therein.  Neverthelefs,  he  prelcribes  it 
at  this  day,  and  Signs  with  his  own  Hand  the  fhameful 
Decree  of  our  Condemnation.  There  you  fee,  my 
Lord,  what  all  our  hopes  come  to ;  there  is  the  fruit 
of  all  our  Labours :  with  how  much  greater  calmnefs 
would  we  have  received  the  Sentence  of  Death,  than 
an  Edidof  this  nature?  For,  do  not  imagine  that 
we  are  able  to  furvive  the  lofs  of  Chriftianity. 

This  Difcourfe,  attended  with  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  and  a  torrent  of  Tears,  made  great  imprel- 
fion  upon  the  Officers  Spirit ;  he  went  immediately 
to  report  it  to  the  Emperor,  and  defcnbed  to  him  the 
Fathers  forrow  in  fuch  lively  colours,  that  this  good 
Prince  gave  way  to  fome  emotion.  1  have  always,  faid 
he,  fought  out  all  occapms  to  do  them  a  kindnefs,  but  the 
Chinele  have  tr  aver  fed  all  my  good  defigns ,  I  could  at  this 
time  forbear  following  the  fir  earn ;  but  in  {port ,  however 
the  cafe  fiands,  they  may  make  account  that  l  love  them , 
and  that  I  [hall  not  forfake  them.  * 

In  effed,  he  began  more  than  ever  to  employ  them 
in 
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in  his  Service ;  but  yet,  he  no  longer  found  the  fame 
eagernefs  in  the  execution  of  his  Orders,  nor  the  fame 
ferenenefs  and  alacrity  upon  their  countenances.  They 
always  appeared  before  him  deje&ed,  .mournful,  and 
as  if  their  Heads  had  been  out  of  order  by  the  Ihrewd 
blow  they  lately  received.  However,  he  was  fo  far 
from  being  dilheartened,  that  he  propofed  to  them 
to  fend  for  a  Doftor  of  Phyfick  to  Court,  who  was 
newly  arrived  at  Macao,  who  that  he  might  be  the 
more  ferviceable  to  the  Millions,  had  turned  Prieft  of 
our  Company. 

The  Fathers  made  anfwer,  that  this  Doftor  had 
wilh’d,  and  that  too  with  a  great  deal  of  Paffion,  to 
employ  his  Skill,  and  all  the  Arcana  of  his  Art  to 
prelerve  fuch  a  precious  Health,  as  that  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  but  being  amazed  at  the  Decree  that  had  paft 
againft  the  Chriftians,  he  was  quite  off  from  any  de- 
fign  to  come  into  China ,  and  that  he  was  preparing  to 
return  into  Europe:  that,  neverthelefs,  fince  his  Ma- 
jefty  ordered  it  fhould  be  fo  they  would  write  with  all 
expedition  to  Macao  to  have  him  come.  Whilft  the 
Miflionaries  were  over  Head  and  Ears  in  their  melan- 
cholly,  the  Vice  Roy  of  Hamden  triumphed  at  his  firft 
Succeis,  and  caff  about  how  to  take  new  meafures  to 
finilh  his  Work.  He  fet  all  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Offices  at  work  for  feveral  days,  to  draw  out  Copies 
of  the  new  Decree,  to  have  them  difperft  throughout 
all  the  Provinces;  at  laft  he  iffued  out  more  fiver* 
Orders  againft  the  Chriftians,  than  the  former.  In 
fine,  not  longer  doubting  of  the  Vi&ory,  he  fent  to 
the  Emperor  an  ample  requeft  againft  the  Miffiona- 
ries  to  accomplilh  their  undoing;  but  this  requeft  came 
a  little  too  late:  and  when  it  wasprefented,the  Face 
of  Affairs  was  already  altered. 

For  Prince  Sofan  not  being  able  to  withftand  the 
Solicitations  of  the  Fathers,  and  eipecially  of  Father 
Gtrhillm,  whole  particular  Friend  he  was,  relblved 
to  fblicite  afrelh  on  our  behalf,  wherefore  he  went 
and 
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and  found  the  Emperor,  and  reprefented  to  him  what- 
foever  the  molt  Zealous  Chriftian  could  poffibly  have 
Ipoken  on  the  like  occafion. 

He  fet  before  him  again,  the  Zeal  and  Devotion 
of  the  Fathers  in  whatfoever  refpe&ed  his  Perfon, 
the  Services  they  had  rendered  the  State  during  the 
Wars,  their  being  intent  to  perfect  the  Sciences,  and 
to  redifie  the  Kalendar.  In  a  word,  Sir ,  (aid  he, 
they  are  a  fort  of  People  that  make  no  account  of  their 
lives,  when  ferving  or  pleafing  you  is  in  quefiion.  'Tis 
true,  all  this  could  not .  deferve  that  your  Majefiy  fhould 
approve  of  their  Faith,  if  it  be  otherwije  dangerous ;  but 
was  there  ever  a  more  wholefome  DoSlrine  than  theirs ,  or 
more  beneficial  to  the  Government  of  a  People  ? 

The  Emperor  who  joyfully  heard  this  Dilcourfe, 
yet  for  all  that  perfifted  in  his  former  determination, 
It  is  done  now,  (aid  he  to  him,  Ijhould  have  done  my 
felf  a  Kindnefs  to  have  favoured  thefe  honefl  Mijfiona • 
ms\  but  the  outragious  carriage  of  the  Mandarins  againfi 
them,  did  not  permit  me  to  follow  mine  own  inclination. 

How,  Sir ,  replied  the  Prince,  are  not « you  the  Ma- 
filer  ?  And  when  the  bufinefs  was  to  do  Jufiice  to  Sub¬ 
jells,  fo  eminent  as  tbefie  are,  could  not  you  interpofe  your 
Authority  ?  1  will  go  my  Jelf,  if  your  Majefiy  thinks  fit, 
to  thefe  Gentlemen,  and  I  am  not  without  hopes  of  brin¬ 
ing  them  to  terms.  At  laft  the  Emperor,  not  being 
any  longer  able  to  hold  it  out  againft  (o  preffing  foli- 
citations ;  caufes  a  Letter  immediately  to  be  difpatched 
to  the  Calaos,  their  Afleffors,  and  to  all  the  Tarta¬ 
rian  Mandarins  of  Lipou ;  and  this  is  the  purport  of 
the  Letter. 

The  Thirty  firfi  year  of  the  Reign  of  Cham-hi,  the 
fecond  day  of  the  fiecond  month  of  the  Moon.  Ybfam-ho, 
Minifier  of  State,  declares  to  you  the  Will  and  Pleqfure 
of  the  Emperor  in  thefe  terms. 

The  Europeans  in  my  Court  have  for  a  longtime  been 
Directors  of  the  Matbematicks.  During  the  Civil  Wars 
they  have  rendered  me  mofi  effectual  fervict ,  by  means 
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of  fotne  Cannon  that  they  got  cap :  their  Prudence  and 
Singular  Addrefs,  accompanied  with  much  Zeal,  and  in¬ 
defatigable  Toil,  obliges  me  once  more  to  conftder  them: 
And  betides  that,  their  Law  is  not  Seditious,  and  does  not 
induce  People  to  Revolt ,  fo  that  it  feems  good  to  us  to  per¬ 
mit  it,  to  the  end  that  all  thofe  who  are  willing  to  em¬ 
brace  it  may  freely  go  into  the  Churches,  and  make  pub- 
lick  Profejjion  of  the  Worfhip  there  performed  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Lord  of  Heaven.  ~ 

Our  Will  and  Pleafure  therefore  is,  that  all  and  Several 
the  Edicts  that  hitherto  have  been  publiflsed  againft  it,  bf 
and  with  the  Advice  and  Counfel  of  our  Tribunals,  be  at 
prefent  torn  and  burnt.  Tour  Minifters  of  State,  and  your 
Tartarian  Mandarins  of  the  Sovereign  Court  of  Rites , 
ajjemble  together,  examine  the  matter  and  give  me  your 
Advice  upon  the  whole  with  fpeed. 

Prince  Sefan  himfelf  was  prefent  at  this  Affembly  ac¬ 
cording  as  heand  the  Emperor  had  agreed  >  and  albeit 
he  was  no  Chriftian,  yet  did  he  fpeak  after  fiich  a  pa- 
thetical  and  taking  mannerin  favour  of  us,  that  he  fee- 
med  rather  to  defend  his  own,  or  the  States  Caufe, 
than  the  concerns  of  a  Foreign  Religion,  thefe  are  his 
own  words,  without  adding  one  Syllable,  as  they  are 
found  in  the  Original,  which  I  faithfully  tranflate, 

‘  You  know,  Gentlemen,  with  what  Application, 

*  whaiZeal,  and  Loyalty  thefe  Europeans  bulie  them- 
‘  lelves  intheService  of  his  Majefty.  The  greateft 

*  Men  amongft  us,  tho’  concerned  to  preferve  and 
‘  maintain  our  Conquefts,  have  rather  devoted  them- 

*  lelves  to  Glory,  Riches,  and  making  their  own  For- 

*  tunes,  than  to  the  fettling  the  State  upon  a  found 

*  bottom ;  very  few  of  them  do  purely  aim  at  the 
‘  Publick  good'.  Thefe  Strangers,  on  the  other  hand, 

*  exempt  from  all  Paffion,  love  the  Empire  more  than 
‘  we  do  our  felves,  arid  do  frankly  Sacrifice  their  own 
‘  repofe  to  the  tranquility  of  our  Provinces. 

*  We  have  experienced  the  fame  during  the  whole 
‘  courfeofour  Civil- Wars,  and  in  the  late  bickerings 
‘we 
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'  we  had  with  the  Mufcevite,  for  to  whom  do  you  fup- 

*  pofe  us  obliged  for  the  happy  Succefs  of  this  Nego- 

*  tiation  ?  It  would  without  all  queftion  be  confident 

*  with  my  Intereft,  to  afcribe  all  the  Glory  of  it  to 

*  my  felf.  I  who  have  been  the  Plenipotentiary  for 
‘  the  Peace ;  but  if  I  were  fo  unjuft  as  to  do  my  felf 
c  that  honour,  to  the  prejudice  of  thefe  Fathers,  the 

*  Chiefta  ns  of  the  Enemies  Troops,  all  mine  own 
"  Officers,  my  own  Army  would  fay  I  told  an  untruth, 

‘  It  is,  Gentlemen,  thefe  Fathers,  who  by  their 
‘  Prudence,  and  infight  into  Affairs,  and  the  juft 
‘  temper  and  moderation  that  they  brought,  put  an 

*  end  to  that  important  Affair.  Without  their  Coun- 
1  fel,  we  fhould  have  been  forced  to  exact  at  the  ex- 

*  pence  of  our  Blood,  the  Rights  which  the  injuftice 
'  of  our  Enemies  did  fo  obftinately  refufe  to  the  Em- 

*  peror ;  or  perhaps  you  would  have  had  the  trouble 
'  to  fee  us  wholly  inverted  of  them,  or  at  laft,  I  fhouid 
‘  have  been  no  longer  in  a  Condition  to  defend 

*  them. 

f  What  have  we  done.  Gentlemen,  to  return  for 
'  fuch  eminent  Service  ?  Nay,  what  can  we  do  for 
‘  a  Company  of  Men,  who  demand  neither  Riches, 

*  nor  Places  of  Truft,  nor  Honours?  Whoefteem 

*  and  refpeit  us,  without  fo  much  as  caring  whether 
‘  we  do  fo  by  them?  Certainly,  we  ought  to  be  con- 

*  cerned,  if  it  were  not  in  our  power,  feme  way  or 

*  other,  to  oblige  Strangers,  who  do  fo  generoufly  Sa- 
f  crifice  themfelvesfor  us ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  be- 

*  lieve,  Gentlemen,  that  when  you  have  made  refle- 
‘  dion  thereon,  you  will  give  me  thanks  for  having 

*  difcovered  to  you  the  only  way  whereby  they  can 

*  become  fenfible  of  our  acknowledgment. 

‘  They  have  a  Law,  which  is  to  them  inftead  of  all 

*  the  Riches  in  the  World.  They  adore  a  Deity,  who 

*  alone  makes  up  all  their  Comfort  and  Happinefs. 
‘  Suffer  them  only  freely  to  enjoy  the  benefit  they  pof- 
‘  iefs,  and  permit  them  to  Communicate  it  to  our 

,  *  People; 
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'  People ;  altho’  in  that  very  thing  they  rather  do  us  a 

*  kinunefs,  than  we  do  them ;  yet  they  will  be  grate¬ 
ful  to  us.,  and  accept  it  from  our  hands  as  the  recom- 
‘ pence  of  all  their  Services. 

‘  The  Lamas  of  Tart  ary,  and  the  Bonzes  of  China 
‘  are  not  troubled  in  the  Exercife  of  their  Religion. 

'  Nay  the  very  Mahumttans  have  rear’d  a  Mofqueat 
‘  Hamchea ,  that  Domineers  over  all  our  publick  Edi- 
‘  fices.  They  oppofe  no  Banks  to  thefe  Torrents  that 
'  threaten  Inundation  to  all  China :  Men  connive, 

‘  they  approve  in  fome  meafure  all  thefe  unprofitable 
‘and  dangerous  Se&s ;  and  now  when  the  ■'Europeans 
‘  fue  to  us  for  Liberty  to  Preach  up  a  Do&rine,  that 
'  contains  no  other  than  Maxims  of  the  moft  refined 
‘  Vertue,  we  do  not  only  repulfethem  with  difdiin, 
‘but  think  we  do  good  Service  to  Condemn  them  : 
‘  juft  as  if  the  Laws  that  obliges.us  to  fhut  up  the  En- 
‘  trance  into  our  Empire  againft  Superftition,  and 
‘  lying  Vanities,  had  likewife  profcribcd  naked  Truth. 

The  Prince  expatiating  much  upon  this  point,  was 
interrupted  by  the  Heads  of  the  Alfembly,  who  re- 
monftrated  to  him,  that,  fay  what  he  could,  there 
wasftill  fome  danger  ie(t  this  new  Sed  might  occafi- 
on  fome  diforder  in  procefs  of  time.  And  that  it  was 
the  part  of  good  Policy  to  ftifle  thefe  little  Monfters 
of  Rebellion  and  Difcord,  in  their  very  Birth.  That, 
mlhort,  they,  were  Foreigners,  whofe  Spirit  and  fe- 
cret  Defigns  were  capable  ofadjniniftringfomefufpir 
cion. 

‘  What  Sufpicion,  reply’d  the  Prince  ?  I  have  been 
‘  Colao  this  ten  Years,  and  I  never  heard  any  Com- 
‘  plaint  againft  the  Chriftians,  Believe  me,  Gentle- 
‘men,  it  w;ere  to  be  wtfh’d  that  the  whole  Empire 
‘  would  embrace  their  Religion.  For,  is  it  not  that 

*  Religion  that  commands  Children  to  Honour  and 

*  Obey  their  Parents  ?  Subje&s  to  be  faithful  to  their 
‘Superiors,  Servants  exaflly  to  perform  the  Will  of 
?  their  Mafters  5  That  forbids  to  Rill,  to  Steal,  and 

n  h  to 
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‘  to  Cozen ;  not  to  covet'  any  thing  that  is  your 

*  Neighbours.  That  abhors  Perjury  and  Calumny. 
e  That  diflikes  Lying  and  Fallhood.  That  inspires 

*  Modefty,  Simplicity,  Uprightnefs  and  Temperance. 
r  Examine,  Gentlemen,  and  found,  if  poffible,  the 
‘ Heart  of  Man;  if  there  you  find  one  fingle  Vice 
r-wfiich  the  Chrtffian  Law  does  not  forbid,  or  one 
c  Vertue'thatit  does  not  en joy n,  andcounfel;  Heave 

*  yoii  to  your'  liberty  to  declare  againft  it.  But  now, 

*  if  all  tilings  in  it  be  Holy  and  Confonant  to  Reafon, 
e  Why  do  yotl  ftill  boggle  to  approve  of  it  ? 

After  that,  the  Prince  feeing  their  minds  to  be  wa- 
vering,  propofed  the  Ten  Commandments  of  our 
Religion,  and  explained  them  with  fo  much  Elo¬ 
quence,  that  the  Mandarins  looking  one  upon  ano¬ 
ther;  finding  nothing  to  offer  againft  it,  did  ingeni- 
oufly  confefs  that  one  might  Conform  to  this  New 
Do&rine  without  any  danger.  The  Emperor  infor¬ 
med  of  what  was  debated;  was  pleated  (for  to  ren¬ 
der  the  A&ion  more  famous)  to  have  al(o  all  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  State  to  be  convoked  together,  with  the 
Mandarins  of  Lipou ,  who  were  Ch'mefe ,  to  whom  they 
made  known  beforehand  the  Refolution  of  the  Tar¬ 
tarian  M&nAanns. 

In  this  general  Affembly  they  repeated  all  that  was 
fpoken  in  the  private  Affembly,  and  after  Prince  Si- 
fan  had  left  no  ftone  unturned  to  recover  the  Chineje 
from  their  old  prejudice,  they  came  at  length  to  this 
refult,  that  a  Law  fhould  be  enadted  favourable  w 
the  Chriftians,  which  was  drawn  Up  in  form  of  a  Pe¬ 
tition,  to  be  preferred  to  the  Emperor  to  obtain  his 
confirmation  of  it,  it  was  to  this  effedb 

Heoupatai,  Subjeff  to  your  Majefiy ,  Pfejtdent  of  tk 
Sovereign  Tribunal  of  Rites ,  and  chief  of  fever al  other 
Orders ,  prefents  to  you  this  mofi  humble  Petition ,  with  all 
the  fubmiffm  and  rcfpecl  which  he  and  all  his  A JJ effort 
ought  to  have  for  all  your  Commands ,  efpecia'Jy  when  you 
do  m  the  honour  to  require  our  Advice  about  the  important 
Affairs  of  State.  '  Wt 
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We  have  feriou(lj  examin'd  wbat  any  way  relates  to  the 
Europeans,  who  attracted  from  the  extremities  of  the 
World  by  the  Fame  of  your  fingidar  Prudence,  and  other 
your  eminent  qualities,  have  paft  the  vaft  extent  of  Seas 
which  federates  us  from  Europe.  Since  they  have  lived 
amongft  us,  they  have  merited  cur  efteem  and  acknowledg¬ 
ment,  by  the  ftgnal  Services  they  have  rendred  us  in  the 
Civil  and  Foreign  Wars ;  by  their  continual  application  to 
Compoflng  of  Books  very  curious  and  profitable ;  for  their 
uprigltnefs  and  (incere  affection  for  the  Common-wealth. 

Beftdes  which, tbcfe  fame  Europeans^  very  peaceable, 
they  do  not  excite  any  Commotions,  or  foment  Differences  in 
tbeje  our  Provinces ;  they  do  wrong  to  no  many  hey  commit 
no  notorius  Faffs,  moreover  their  Doctrine  hath  no  Affinity 
with  the  falfe  and  dangerous  Sects  that  infefi  the  Empire, 
neither  do  their  Maxims  incline  turbulent  fpiritsto  Sedition . 

Since  therefore  wt  do  neither  binder  the  Lamas  of  Tar- 
tary,  nor  Bonzes  of  China  from  having  Temples ,  tier 
from  offering  Incenfe  therein  to  their  Pagoda  ;  much  left 
can  we,  with  anyj-eafon,  refrain  the  Europeans,  ( who 
neither  aff  nor  teach  any  thing  contrary  to  the  wbolefome 
Laws )  from  having  Iikewife  their  refpeffive  Churches, 
there  to  Preach  their  Religion  in  publick.  Certainly  theft 
two  things  would  be  point  blank  contrary  to  one  another 
and  we  (Imld  manifefly  feem  to  contradiff  cur  fellies. 

We  therefore  judge  it  meet  and  expedient  that  all  the 
Temples  Dedicated  to  the  Lord  of  Heaven  jn  what  place  fo- 
ever  they  may  be,  ought  to  be  pre fervid ;  and  that  we  may 
fafely  permit  all  thofe  who  would  honour  this  God,  to  enter 
into  hts  Temples,  to  offer  Incenje  to  him,  and  to  pay  that 
W irfhip  to  him  that  hath  hitherto  been  prafftfed  by  the  thri¬ 
ft  tans,  according  to  their  ancient  Cuftow,  fothat  nonemaf 
for  the  time  to  come,  prefumeto  oppofe  the  fame. 

In  the  mean  time  we  jhall  expect  your  May  fly  s  Orders 
thereupon,  to  the  end  we  may  Communicate  them  to  the 
Governours  and  Tice  Roys,  as  Well  at  Pegin,  S  at  othep 
Cities  of  the  Provinces.  Dons  in  the  Thu  tf  Fir  ft  Tear  of 
the  Reign  of  Cham  hi,  the  third  a  ay  of  the  fecond  momR . 

Hh  ••  I* 
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of  the  Moon.  Signed,  th  Pre/ident  of  the  Sovereign  tri¬ 
bunal  of  Rites ,  with  his  AJfeJjors ;  and  underneath  the 
four  Minifiers  of  State,  called  Colaos,  with  their  ge¬ 
neral  Officers  and  Mandaoins  of  the  firfi  Order. 

_  The  Emperor  received  this  Decree  with  unexpref- 
fible  joy ;  he  ratifi’d  it  forthwith,  and  difpatch’d  a 
Copy  of  it  to  the  Fathers,  fealed  with  the  Seal  of  the 
Empire,  to  be,  fays  he,  perpetually  preierved  in  the 
Archives  of  their  Houle.  Sometime  after  he  caufsd 
it  to  be  publifhed  throughout  the  whole  Empire  s  and 
the  Supreme  Tribunal  of  Rites,  fending  it  to  the  Prin¬ 
cipal  Officers,  added  thefeenfuing  words.-  Wherefore , 
you  Vice-  Roys  of  Provinces  be  jure  you  receive  this  Impe¬ 
rial  Edift  with  a  mod  profound  refpecl  i  and  as  foon  as 
it  comes  to  your  hands,  read  it  attentively ;  value  it ,  and 
fee  you  fail  not  to  execute  it  punctually,  conformable  to  the 
example  that  we  have  given  you  our  felves.  Moreover , 
caufe  Copies  of  it  to  be  taken ,  to  be  difperjed  into  all  the 
places  of  our  Government,  and  acquaint  us  of  what  you 
fiiall  do  inthis  Point. 

So  foon  as  Father  Intorcetta  had  notice  of  what  had 
paft  at  Pekin,  he  departed  for  Court,  and  went  to 
throw  himfelf  at  the  Emperor’s  Feet,  to  render  him 
moft  humble  thanks  in  his  own,  and  in  the  Name  of 
all  the  Miffionarieso!  China.  This  good  Prince  when 
he  had  bellowed  on  him  many  demonlirations  of  Af¬ 
fection,  cauled  him  to  be  conduced  back  again  into 
his  Province,  by  Father  Ihomas,  Mandarin  of  the 
Mathematicks*  He  made  his  entrance  into  his  City 
of  Hamcheu  in  Triumph,  furrounded  by  Chriltians, 
and  received  by  their  Acclamation,  who  look’d  upon 
him  as  an  Angel  of  Peace. 

Neverthelefs,  as  God  mixes  always  fome  Bitter- 
nefs  with  our  Comforts,  the  joy  this  good  Father  had 
conceived,  was  loon  overcaft,  and  allay’d  by  the  ut¬ 
ter  mil  of  his  Church,  involved  fametime  before  in  a 
public!;  Conflagration,  wherewith  the  bed  part  of  the 
City  was  confumed. 


This 
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This  Accident  gave  occafion  to  Father  Thomas  to  • 
defire  the  Vice-Roy  to  build  a  new  Church  for  the 
Father,  and  he  himfelF  gave  him  to  underdand  that 
the  Emperor  expedited  it  from  him.  This  Mandarin 
was  intolerably  vex’d  at  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  Enter, 
prize,  which,  the  late  arrival  of  the  Father  increas’d  ; 
but  he  was  quite  befides  himfelf,  to  think  he  mud  be 
forced  to  lodge  a  Stranger  honourably  in  his  Capitol 
City,  whom  he  would,  with  all  his  Heart,  have 
bamlh’d  fome  days  before  from  his  Province ;  yet  he 
difiembled  the  matter  like  a  wife  Man,  and  to  comply 
with  the  time,  he  afforded  the  Miffionary  one  of  the 
fineft  Hoiifes  in  the  City,  till  fuch  time,  as  at  his  own  1 
Charges  he  fhould  have  rebuilt  the  ancient  College. 

[t  was  not  at  Hamcheu  alone,  that  the  Chriftian  Re¬ 
ligion  feein’d  to  Triumph;  all  the  Churches  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  which  the  new  Edid,  in  fome  refpedf,  drew  out 
of  Captivity,  by  granting  to  the  People  liberty  of  Con¬ 
fidence,  gave  great  demonfirations  of  joy ;  but  the 
City  of  Macao ,  that  ferved  for  a  Cradle  to  the  Infant 
Chridianity,  made  its  joy  to  appear  by  a  folemn  Holy- 
day,  which  was  accompanied  with  all  the  tokens  of 
publick  mirth  and  chearfulnefs,  which  the  Peoples 
Devotion  rendred  much  more  lolemn. 

Thofe  who  lhall  confider  the  Conditution  of  the 
Government  of  China,  the  almod  infurmountable 
difficulties  that  Strangers  have  met  Vvith  in  fcrewir.g 
themfelves  into  it ;  the  averfion  of  Mens  minds  from 
Novelty  in  Matters  of  Religion ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  the  (mall  company  of  Miffionaries  Europe  hath 
fiipply’d  us  with.  The  Civil  Wars,  and  Revolutions 
that  have  fo  often  difcompofed  the  State  in  this  latter 
Age,  will  ferioufly  confels,  that  this  Occurrence,one 
of  the  mod  memorable  that  probably  hath  happened 
fince  the  Infancy  of  the  Church,  cannot  be  the  pro- 
duft  of  humane  Wildom.  *  Dm  autem 
Rex  nofier  ante  facula  operatus  eft  falutem  *  Pf.il,  73. 
in  medio  terra ;  Tu  mfirmdfti  in  virtutt 

H  h  m 
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tua  mare - Tu  confregifU  capita  draconu—ttius  eft  the; 

&  tua  eft  nox.  It  is  our  God,  ’tis  our  everlafting  King 
who  hath  wrought  Salvation  in  this  vaft  Kingdom, 
which  they  call  the  middle  of  the  Earth.  He  it  is 
who  hath  for  ever  brought  a  Calm  upon  this  Sea,  fo 
much  agitated,  and  infamous  hitherto  for  fo  many 
Shipwracks.  Thou  haft,  O  Lord,  bruifed  the  Head  of 
,  that  proud  j  Dragon  whole  Name 

■  was  fo  dreadful.  It  is  now  then 

Md  it  ad  red  tn  t*ie  DaY  an<^  Night,  that 
China.  is  to  fay,  the  Eaft  and  the  Weft 

belong  to  thee  >  forafmuch  as  both 
Worlds  have  at  laft  fubmitced  to  thy  Empire. 

Ac  fuchtimc  as  [  had  the  honour  to  prefent  to  the 
inoft  holy  Father,  that  Idolatry  in  the  Eaft,  attacked 
on  all  iides  by  the  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel,  was  juft 
upon  the  point  of  falling ;  and  that  if  once  China 
could  be  drawn  in  to  declare  it  lelf  in  favour  of  us,  all 
the  People  adjacent,  lead  by  their  example,  would 
quickly  break  their  Idols  in  pieces,  and  would  not  be 
long  before  they  fubmitced  to  the  Yoak  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  Faith ;  this  thought  alone  tranfported  this  holy 
Pontif  with  joy,  and  revived  thatfincere  Piety,  and 
fervent  Zeal  in  his  Heart,  that  he  lhews  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  for  the  Salvation  of  Souls ;  but  he  told  me  that 
fuc'n  a  great  change  as  that  was  no  ordinary  Miracle, 
What  Sentiments  will  he  have,  my  Lord,  when  he 
underftands  that,  what  (as  things  then  flood)  he  fcarce 
dui  ft  hope  for,  are  now  at  laft  accomphfh’d  for  the 
glory  of  his  Pontificate,  and  univerfal  benefit  of  Chri¬ 
stendom.  We  know  moreover,  that  fince  this  Fa¬ 
mous  Edict,  theC&i«f/erun  in  crouds  to  be  Baptized: 
That  the  Mandarins,  (till  Idolaters,  build  Churches  to 
the  only  n  ue  God.  That  a  Prince  of  the  Blood  hath 
abjured  his  Errors,  and  embraced  the  Faith  and  Crofs 
of  JESUS  CHRIST.  That  the  Emperor  himfelt 
crude:  h  a  Chuich  to  be  eredted  in  his  Palace,  and 
!  iciges  chsMsmftcrs  of  the  Gofpel  near  his  own  Per- 
f  •:  *  Thefe 
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Thefe  happy  preparations  will,  without  all  cuefti- 
on,  oblige  the  holy  Father  to  employ  all  his  cares  to 
the  entire  complearing  of  lo  great  a  Work;  to  that 
eifed  we  demand  of  him  Pallors  formed  by  his  own 
Hand,  and  replenifhed  with  his  Spirit:  Miffionaries 
altogether  unby.ifled,  learned,  felf  denying,  that  joyn 
Prudence  with  Evangelical  Simplicity  ;  who  may  leek 
the  glory  of  Chrift,  and  that  of  the  Nation,  rather 
than  their  own. 

Laft  of  all,  we  heartily  wifh  that  all  Chriftian  King¬ 
doms,  out  of  Emulation  one  of  another,  may  ftrive 
(under  the  Pope’s  Authority)  who  lhall  dill  (end  molt 
Minifters  into  thefe  vaft  Countries,  to  lhare  with  us  in 
our  Labours,  and  extend  ourGonquefts.  Nay,  tho  the 
moft  populous  Univerfities,  andmoft  famous  Semina¬ 
ries  Ihould  be  tranfplanted  thither,  it  would  yet  be 
but  few.  Yea,  and  with  all  thefe  affiftances,  we 
ihould  notwithftanding,  to  (peak  in  Scripture  Lan- 
guage,  groan  under  the  burthen  and  heat  of  the  day. 
What  would  become  of  us,  if  we  leavp  this  new 
born  World  to  a  fmall  number  of  Labourers!  whom 
the  Piety  of  fome  do  there  maintain  ? 

It  is  to  beg  this  favour,  that  I  aflume  the  boldnefs, 
my  Lord,  to  intruftyou,  at  this  time,  with  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Miffionsi  I  am  well  allured  that  you  ne¬ 
ver  undertook  any  bufinels  of  conlequence  for  the 
good  of  Chriftendom,  but  you  accomplilh’d  it.  Now, 
altho’  this  that  I  propole  to  you  were  ten  times  more 
difficult  than  it  is  indeed,  I  am,  in  a  maner  lure  of 
fuccels,  as  foon  as  ever  you  lhall  pieafe  to  take  it  upon 
you. 

Yet  notwithftanding,  my  Lord,  to  fucceed  happily 
in  this  bufinels,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  exert,  and  put 
in  practice  all  thofe  qualities  of  Mind,  that  make  you 
almoft  ever  (uperior  to  great  Enterprizes.  That  con- 
lummate  Wifdom,  that  condu&s  you  thro’  the  moft 
fure  Roads.  That  continual  intention  of  Mind,  which 
the  hardeft  Labour  cannot  interrupt#  That  dextrous 
H  It  4  infinuating 
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infinuating  Condu&,  fo  impenetrable  to  the  quickeft 
Eye.  In  a  Word,  that  Art,  fo  peculiar  to  you  of  per- 
fuading,  and  obtaing  what  you  pleafe.  All  this  is 
not  requifite  to  the  bufinefs  in  hand,  you  need  do  no 
more  here  but  abandon  your  felf  to  your  own  Zealand 
ufe  that  lively,  and  natural  Eloquence,  that  animates 
your  Difcourfes,  every  time  you  are  pleated,  in  the 
Sacred  College,  to  Hand  up  for  the  Intereft  of  Religi¬ 
on,  or  when  you  reprefent  to  Chrift’s  Vicar  the  ur¬ 
gent  neceflitiesof  the  Church. 

Your  Care,  your  Piety,  mv  Lord,  will  be  feconded 
with  as  many  Apoftles,  as  you  fhall  procure  Miffiona- 
ries  for  us :  Then  will  the  Idolaters,  newly  Converted, 
and  Believers  cftablifh’d  and  fettled  in  Faith,  be  E- 
qually  fenfible  of  the  great  Benefits  that  you  fhall  pro¬ 
cure  them,  and  the  People  enhghtned  by  thefe  Di¬ 
vine  Lights,  which  the  Holy  See  fhall  difperfe  as  far 
as  the  extremity  of  the  Earth,  will  all  their  lives  loi!fe 
blefs  the  Paternal  Charity  of  the  Vicar  of  Chriff,  and 
ardent  Zeal  of  his  Minifters.  lam  in  the  moll  pro¬ 
found  refped, 


My  Lord , 

Lour  Eminence’ s  mefi  bumble 
Ani  mojl  obedient  Servant. 


L.J. 
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A  Letter  to  Monfieur ,  the  Ahbet  Bignon. 

A  (general  Idea  of  the  Objenatiow 
m  have  made  in  the  Indies,  and 
in  China, 


A  Lthough  you  (hould  not  be  at  the  Head  of 
the  moft  Ingenious  Learned  Men  in  Europe, 
by  the  Rank  you  hold  in  the  Academy  Roy - 
1  ,*  at,  yet  the  Paffion  I  have  always  had,  to 
givTyou  fome  Marks  of  my  Efteem,  and  to  improve 
by  your  knowledge,  would  engage  me  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  you  what  we  have  performed  in  the  Indies ,  as 
to  the  perfection  of  Sciences. 

It  is,  Sir,  for  the  Credit  of  this  Illuftrious  Academy 
(with  which  we  have  fuch  a  ftrict  Friendlhip,and  Gor- 
refpondencej  that  a  Perfonof  your  Merit, Ihould  feem 
to  have  any  Efteem  for  the  Perfons  it  employs  in  its 
Function ;  and  I  fuppofe,  the  Protection  you  are  plea- 
fed  to  afford  us  in  the  World,  will  be  taken  kindly  by 
them  ;  but  it  is  yet  more  our  particular  Intereft,  that 
you  would  feverely,  and  ftrictly  examine  our  Works, 
and  that  when  you  have  implored  the  Efteem  of  the 
Publick  on  pur  behalf,  you  would  by  an  Impartial, 
and  Learned  Criticizing,  take  fome  pains  to  perfect 
us,  and  make  us  one  day  Worthy  of  its  Approbation, 
and  your  own. 

It  js  not,  Sir,  that  I  have  a  mind,  in  this  Place,  to 
explain  to  you  in  particular,  all  that  we  have  per¬ 
formed,  to  acquire  a  more  exact  Knowledge  for  the 
Future,  of  the  Motion  of  the  Stars,  or  to  deliver  Me- 
raoires 
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moires  to  thofe  who  defign  to  penetrate  farther  into 
the  fecret  Myfleries  of  Nature.  This  Work,  which  is 
of  too  large  an  Extent,  to  be  cornprifed  within  the 
compafsof  a  Angle  Letter,  will  ferve  for  the  Subject 
of  an  intire  Volume,  which  we  hope  fhortly  to  have 
the  honour  to  prefent  to  you. 

My  defign  at  prefent,  is  only  to  give  you  a  general 
Idea  of  it,  to  the  end,  that  underflanding  before  hand 
the  Road  we  have  hitherto  kept,  you  may  the  better 
judge  what  is  needful  to  be  added,  to  make  us  ExaCt, 
or  to  be  altered,  as  to  our  Method. 

When  we  departed  from  Pam,  with  the  InftruCii- 
ons  of  the  King,  of  his  Minifters  of  State,  and  of  the 
Academy  Royal ,  we  propofed  to  our  (elves,  nothing 
lets  than  the  perfection  of  Natural  Sciences;  but  this 
project  contained  in  it  a  great  diverfity  of  matters,  we 
fuppofed  it  convenient  for  every  one  to  take  his  part, 
not  only  becaufe  each  of  us  had  not  leilure  enough  to 
ply  (o  many  different  Studies  all  at  once,  but  aUo,  be¬ 
caufe  the  Spirit  of  a  Man  hath  its  Limits,  and  it  is  ve¬ 
ry  rare  to  find  in  one  and  the  fame  Perfon,  a  Genius 
equally  proper  for  all  Things. 

So  that  we  agreed,  that  fome  of  us  fhould  addict  our 
felves  to  Aftronomical  Obfervations,  Geometry,  and 
to  the  Examination  of  mechanical  Arts,  whilft  others 
fhould  chiefly  be  taken  up  in  the  Study  of  what  re¬ 
lates  to  Anatomy,  knowledge  of  Simples,  Hiftoryof 
Animals,  and  other  parts  of  Natural  Philofophy, 
which  eve  y  one  fhould  choofe,  according  as  his  Fan¬ 
cy  led  him  ;  yet  fo,  that  even  thofe  who  fhould  keep 
themfelves  within,  the  compafs  of  any  fubject  Matter, 
fhould,  neverthelefs,  not  negleCt  the  reft,  when  time, 
place,  or  perfons,  fhould  afford  them  occafions  to 
make  any  new  difcovery  cherein :  We  agreed  likewife 
that  we  fhould  mutually  communicate  our  Notions 
one  to  another,  to  the  end,  that  each  one  might  bene¬ 
fit  by  the  common  Reflections,  and  withal,  that  no¬ 
thing,  if  pofTible,  fhould  efcape  our  attention. 


But 
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But  let  us  take  what  care  we  could  to  liicceed  in 
this  Undertaking, we  eafily  perceived,  that  Six  Perfons 
bulled  befides  in  the  Study  of  Languages, and  in  preach- 
ing  the  Gofpe!,  could  never  be  able  to  go  through  with 
fuch  avail  Defign  :  It  therefore  came  into  our  Mind, 
firft  of  all,  to  engage  the  Europeans  that  were  at  that 
Time  in  the  Indies,  but  above  all,  the  Miffionaries ;  to 
the  end  thateveryoneof  us  might  concur  in  carrying 
on  a  Delign,  equally  Beneficial  and  Glorious  to  all 
Nations.  Secondly,  to  Eftablilh  in  divers  places,  lome 
particular  Houles,  where  our  Mathematicians,  and 
Philolophers  Ihould  labour  after  the  Example,  and  un¬ 
der  the  Conduct  of  the  Acadennans  of  Parts ;  who 
from  thence,  as  from  the  Center  of  Sciences,  might 
communicate  their  Thoughts,  their  Method, and  their 
Dilcoveries,  and  receive,  (if  I  may  be  io  bold  as  to 
fay  fo,)  as  by  Reflexion,  our  weak  Lights. 

But  thefe  two  Expedients,  fo  proper  in  themlelves 
for  the  promoting  of  our  Project,  and  withal  capable 
to  render  France  Famous  to  Pofterity,  have  hitherto 
proved  ineffectual ;  on  the  one  hand,  we  have  found 
very  little  Difpolition  in  other  Nations  to  fecond  us; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Revolutions  of  Siam  have 
overthrown  our  firft  Obfervancy,  which  the  King’s 
Liberality,  and  the  Zeal  of  the  Mimfters  of  State, 
had  in  a  manner  quite  finifhed. 

Thefe  Accidents,  tho’  fatal  ones,  did  not  yet  dif- 
courage  us ;  we  had  Thoughts  of  laying  the  Founda¬ 
tion  of  a  fecond  Obfervatory  in  China,  ftill  more 
Magnificent  than  that  of  Siam.  It  would  have  been 
no  fuch  difficult  Matter  to  have  built  feveral  others 
afterward  at  Bifpaan  in  Verfia,  at  Agria  in  the  Mogul’s 
Country,  in  the  Ifle  of  Comes  under  the  Line,  in 
Tartary ,  and  in  feveral  other  places,  whofe  Situation 
might  facilitate  the  Execution  of  our  Defign;  when 
thatuniverfal  War,  that  has  fee  all  Europe  on  Fire  fo 
many  Years,  made  us  fenfible  of  it  in  the  Indies ,  and 
in  one  moment  broke  all  our  Meafures. 
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Perhaps,  Sir,  Peace  may  put  us  into  the  fame  Road 
again,  that  the  Tempeft  hath  forced  us  to  forfake,and 
that  all  in  good  time,  we  {hall  enjoy  a  Calm  equally 
advantageous  to  Religion,  to  the  Peoples  Happinefs, 
and  to  the  Perfedion  of  Sciences;  In  the  mean  time, 
as  contrary  Winds  do  not  hinder  skilful  Pilots  to  go 
forward  a  little,  notwithfhnding  they  do  much  retard 
their  Sailing,  fo  have  we  endeavoured,  maugre  all 
thefe  Tempers,  to  purfne  our  former  Defign,  and 
continue  a  Work,  the  Effay  of  which,  as  you  may 
fhortly  fee,  will  not  perhaps  be  altogether  unprofi¬ 
table. 

The  difficulty  that  Men  have  found  from  all  Anti* 
quity,  to  regulate  the  Motions  of  the  Stars,  was  never 
to  be  overcome,  either  by  the  Lucubrations  of  Anci¬ 
ent  Aftronomers,  or  even  by  all  the  penetration  of 
the  Neoterics,  what  Endeavours  foever  our  Imagina¬ 
tion  may  have  ufed  to  dive  into  thefe  Myfteriesof  the 
Omnipotent  Creator,  yet  have  we  made  but  aforry 
Progrefs ;  and  we  muft  needs  confefs,  that  Heaven 
is  at  a  much  greater  diftance  from  our  Thoughts,  and 
Conception,  than  it  is  elevated  above  our  Heads. 
Nothing  can  bring  us  nearer  to  it,  than  a  continued 
Series  of  Obfervations,  and  an  exad  Enquiry  into  e- 
very  thing  that  occurs  in  the  Stars,  becaufe  that  this 
continual  Attention  to  their  Motions,  (making  us 
perceive  the  grofs,  and  as  it  were  palpable  Errors  of 
ancient  Syftems)  gives  Occafion  to  Aftronomers  to 
reform  them  by  little  and  little,  and  make  them  more 
conformable  to  Obfervation  >  to  this  purpofe,  in  thefe 
latter  days,  Men  have  (o  carefully  applyed  themfelves 
to  the  perfeding  of  Inftruments,  Pendulums,  Te- 
lefcopes,  and  of  whatfoever  may  any  way  bring  the 
Heavens  nearer  to  our  Eyes. 

in  France ,  England ,  and  Denmark^  and  in  divers 
other  Places  in  the  World,  they  have  elevated  huge 
Machines,  built  magnificent  Towers,  as  it  were,  to 
ferve  inftead  of  Stairs  to  thofe  who  would  proceed  in 
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this  new  Road;  and  the  Progrefs  that  many  Obfer- 
vatois  have  already  made,  is  fo  confiderable,  that 
one  may  hope  for  great  Matters  in  future  Ages ;  pro* 
vided  Princes  do  continue  by  their  Liberality,  to  up¬ 
hold  (rich  a  toilfome  piece  of  Work.  This  is,  Sir,  in 
general,  what  we  have  contributed  towards  it  for  our 
Part. 

Firft  of  all,  we  have  been  moftconverfantin  Ob- 
ferving  the  Ecliples ;  and  becaufe  thofe  of  the  Sun, 
have  more  than  all  others,  occasioned  Peoples  Ad¬ 
miration;  we  have  been  very  diligent  toimprove  all 
Occafions  that  might  feem  favourable  to  us.  Amongft 
thofe  that  offered  themlelves,  there  chanced  to  be 
two  fomewhat  odd,  and  particular,  and  will  afford 
fome  delight  to  the  Curious. 

The  firft  was  the  Eclipfe  that  happened  about  the 
end  of  April ,  1688.  We  knew  that  it  was  to  be  Total 
in  fome  Parts  of  China,  altho’at  Pekin,  where  we  fo- 
journed  fome  time  before,  it  was  to  be  but  indifferent 
Great ;  for  you  know,  Sir,  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  the  Eclipfes  of  the  Sun,  and  thofe  of  the' 
Moon  :  The  Moon  that  hath  only  a  precarious  Light, 
is  covered  with  real  Darknefs,  whenever  the  Earth, 
robs  her  of  the  Sun-beams,  and  doth  not  appear  E- 
clipfed  to  fome  certain  People,  but  that  fhe  at  the  fame 
time  hides  her  Face  from  the  Eyes  of  others  in  like 
manner.  The  Sun,  on  the  contrary,  that  is  a  Body 
of  its  own  Nature,  always  Splendid,  always  Lumi¬ 
nous,  or  rather,  is  light  it  felf,  can  never  be  obfuf- 
cated  or  darkned;  and  when  the  Moon,  by  co¬ 
vering  it,  feems  to  deprive  it  of  all  its  Luftre  ;  it  is 
not  the  Sun  that  is  Eclipfed,  it  is  the  Earth  ;  it  is  we 
indeed  that  do  find  our  felves  at  that  time  all  in  Dark¬ 
nefs.  So  that  Aftronomers  would  fpeak  more  proper, 
if  inftead  of  Naming  it  an  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun,  they 
would  Name  it  an  Eclipfe  of  the  Earth. 

Thence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  this  Eclipfe  is  at  the 
lame  time  very  different,  according  to  the  different 
Regions 
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Regions  where  one  is,  infomuch,  that  if  feveral  Ob- 
fervators  at  a  diftance  one  from  another,  were  placed 
upon  the  fame  Line  drawn  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  it 
might  fo  happen,  that  the  firft  would  fee  the  whole 
Body  of  the  Sun,  as  it  is  commonly  feen,  whilft  the 
fecond  would  difcover  but  one  part  of  it.  There  it 
would  appear  half  covered,  here  it  would  be  no  more 
than  an  Ark  of  Light ;  and  ftill  farther  off,  it  might 
perchance  totally  difappear. 

It  is  likewife  for  the  fame  Reafon,  that  an  Obfer- 
vator  placed  at  the  Center  of  the  Earth,  would  not 
behold  the  Sun  Eclipfed,  as  we  do  here;  now  this 
Difference,  which  they  term  the  Paralax,  would  in- 
creafe,  or  decreafe,  according  as  this  Luminary  fhould 
be  more  or  lefs  elevated  above  the  Horizon ;  this  is 
what  the  Chinefe  were  hitherto  ignorant  of,  and  of 
which,  to  this  day,  they  have  but  a  very  fuperficial 
Knowledge.  As  for  the  Indians,  much  lefs  capable  of 
being  poliihed,  and  refined  than  the  Cbinefe,  they  are 
always  admiring  fuch wonderful  Effects;  infomuch, 
that  the  King  of  Siam  demanded  one  day,  if  the  Sun 
in  Europe  was  the  fame  with  theirs  iri  the  Indies,  being 
it  appeared  at  the  fame  time  fo  different  in  thefe  two 
Places. 

Wherefore  w£'departed  on  purpofe  from  Fekin,  to 
get  to  Hamcheu,  a  cojffiderable  City  in  the  Province  of 
Chanfi ;  where,  according  to  our  Calculation,  the  Sun 
was  to  be  totally  Edlpfed :  Yet,  it  was  not  fo,  becaufe 
the  Longitude  of  the  Country  was  not  yet  perfe&ly 
known  to  us.  The  Heavens  were  that  day  extreme 
Serene,  the  Place  very  Convenient,  our  Inftrument 
fitly  placed,  and  being  three  Obfervators,  nothing  was 
wanting  that  might  render  the  Obfervation  Exad- 

Amongft  the  different  Methods  that  may  be  made 
ufeof  for  thefe  forts  of  Operations,  we  made  choice 
o!  Two,  thatfeemM  to  us  the  mofthl  -.m  ..  idEafie; 
The  one  was  to  look  upon  the  Sun  wiru  a  i  elefcope 
of  three  Foot  long,  in  which  th-'  .ad  piaceuat  the 
focui 
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focus  oljeBivus,  a  Riticnla  or  little  Net,  compofed  of 
twelve  little  Threads  of  raw  Silk,  very  fmall,  and 
Equally  diftant  one  from  another,  yet  fo,  that  they 
might  precifely  take  up  all  the  fpaceof  the  Sun,  whole 
Diameter  appeared  after  this  manner  to  the  Eye,  di¬ 
vided  into  twelve  equal  Parts. 

The  Second  conlifting  in  receiving  the  reprefenta- 
tionof  the  Sun  (by  a  Telefcope  of  twelve  Foot)  that 
was  painted  upon  a  piece  of  Paftboard,  oppofite  to 
the  Optic-Glafs,  at  a  proportionable  Diftance ;  we 
had  drawn  upon  the  laid  Paftboard,  twelve  little  con- 
centrical  Circles,  the  biggeft  whereof  was  equal  to 
the  apparent  Difcus  of  the  Sun.  So  that  it  was  eafie 
for  us  to  determin,  not  only  the  Beginning,  Durati¬ 
on,  and  End  of  the  Eclipfe,  which  require  no  more 
but  a  (ingle  Optic-glafs,  and  a  well  regulated  Pendu¬ 
lum  ;  but  alfo  its  Bignefs,  or  (  as  they  commonly  call  it) 
its  Quantity,  and  the  time  that  the  Shadow,  or  rather 
the  Moon  fpends  in  covering,  or  uncovering  each 
part  of  the  Sun:  For  notwithftanding  all  thefe  parts 
are  equal  amongft  themfelves,  yet  it  doth  not  there¬ 
fore  follow,  that  there  is  requifite  an  equal  Number 
of  Minutes  to  go  over  them,  becaufe  the  continual 
Change  of  the  Paralax ,  retards  or  puts  forward  the 
apparent  Motion  of  the  Moon. 

There  wanred  but  the  twenty  fourth  part  to  the  to¬ 
tal  covering  of  the  Sun,  and  we  determined  it  to  be 
an  Eclipfe  of  eight  Digits  and  an  half,  (for  fo  Aftro- 
norners  term  in )  for  to  make  their  Calculation  Juft, 
they  are  wont  to  divide  the  apparent  Diameter  of  the 
Planets  into  twelve  Digits,  and  every  Digit  into  foty 
Minutes.  In  the  mean  time  we  obferved  firft  of  all, 
that  when  three  Quarters  of  the  Sun  were  Eclipfed, 
the  Day  appeared  in  a  manner  not  at  all  changed  by 
it ;  nay,  and  we  could  hardly  have  perceived  it,  if 
We  had  not  had  otherwife  Notice  of  it ;  {o  that  an  or¬ 
dinary  Cloud  was  almoft  capable  of  producing  the 
very  fame  Effect. 


Se- 


Secondly,  tho’  we  did  not  at  the  height  of  the  E» 
clipfe,  fee  more  than  a  little  Ark  of  Light,  yet  might 
a  Man  read  very  eafily  in  the  Court,  the  fmalleft 
Ghara&er.  I  have  leen  fome  Storms  that  obfcured 
the  Heavens  as  much  as  they  were  at  that  time. 

Thirdly,  we  could  by  no  means  difcover  any  Star, 
tho’ we  endeavoured  it  all  we  could.  We  only  per¬ 
ceived  Venus,  which  doth  not  denote  any  great  Ob- 
fcurity,  fince  this  Planet  appears  often  times,  even  at 
fuch  time  as  the  Sun  is  wholly  rifen  above  the  Horizon 

The  notwithfranding, were  terribly  allarmed, 

imagining  that  the  Earth  was  going  luddenly  to  be  in- 
velloped  in  thick  Darknefs.  They  made  an  hideous 
Noife  all  abroad,  to  oblige  the  Dragon  to  be  gone,  lit 
is  to  this  Animal  that  they  attribute  all  the  difapear- 
ances  of  the  Stars,  which  come  to  pals,  fay  they,  be- 
caufetheCeleftial  Dragon  being  Hunger-bit,  holds  at 
that  time  the  Sun  or  Moon  faff  between  his  Teeth, 
with  a  delign  to  devour  them. 

At  length  the  Light  returned  by  degrees,  and  eafed 
the  Chine fe  of  their  Trouble ;  but  we  continued  our 
Operation,  comparing  by  different  Calculations,  the 
Greamefi,  Continuance,  and  Ending  of  this  Eclipfe, 
with  the  different  Tables  of  Ancient  and  Modern  A- 
ftronomers.  There'  was  alio  made  at  Vektn,  Ham- 
chat,  and  in  leveral  other  Cities  of  China,  the  very 
lame  Oblervations,  which  might  have  fetved  to  deter- 
min  the  Longitude  of  all  thefe  different  Places,  if  we 
had  not  had  more  fure,  and  eafier  Methods  to  know 
it  hy. 

Upon  the  whole ;  this  Observation  afforded  an  Oc- 
cafion  to  make  fome  Refections  upon  leveral  other 
Eciiples,  whereof  Authors  (peak  diverfly.  Herodotus 
Lib.  i.  relates  that  upon  the  very  day  that  the  King 
of  the  Medes,  and  the  King  of  t)ie  Lydians  fought  a 
bloody  Battel,  the  Sun  appeared  totally  Echpfed. 
The  Combat,  faith  he,  lafted  a  long  time  with  equal 
Advantage  on  both  Tides ;  till  all  on  a  hidden,  thick 
Dark- 
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Parknefs  govered  the  Earth,  and  fora  while  fufpen- 
ded  the  Fury  of  the  Soldiers.  Father  Petau  hath  pla¬ 
ced  this  Eclipfe  in  the  Year  ^97,  before  the  Birth  of 
our  Saviour,  on  the  9th  of  July,  altho’  according  to 
his  Calculation,  it  ought  to  be  but  of  9  Digits  s  2  Mi¬ 
nutes  ;  imagining,  without  doubt,  that  this  Portion  of 
the  Sun  eclipfed,  was  confiderable  enough  to  venfie 
fuch  thick  Darknefs  which  the-  Hiftorians  mention 
Neverthelefs,  tfiatisfofarfroirifuffieing,  that  our  lafl 
Obfervation  ought  to  convince  us,  that  fuch  an  in¬ 
different  Eclipfe  as  that  was,  could  not  fo  much  as  be 
feen  by  the  Combatants :  So  that  it  is  much  more 
probable,  that  this  famous  Battel  was  fought  in  the 
Year  y8(  on  the  28th.  day  of  May,  a  Day  whereon 
there  chanced  to  be  a  total  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun. 

Father  Petau  cannot  difagree  with  us  about  this 
laft  Eclipfe,  but  if  we  reckon  it  according  to  his  Ta¬ 
bles,  we  'fhall  find  that  it  is  but  of  11  Digits  io  Mi¬ 
nutes,  that  is  to  fay,  not  quite  fo  big  as  ours ;  and  for 
that  Reafon,  we  may  fiippofe  his  Tables  to  be  defe- 
ftive,  becaufe  the  14th.  Part  of  the  Sun  fufficeth  (as 
we  have  obferved)  to  make  the  Day  pretty  Clear ; 
notwithftanding  the  Hiltory  would  make  us  believe 
that  it  was  obfcure,  yea,  and  even  refembling  the 
darkcft  Night. 

In  the  Year  ;t°»  before  the  Birth  of  our  Saviour, 
Agatbocles  King  of  Sicily,  failing  into  Africa  with  his 
Fleet,  bound  for  Carthage,  the  Sun  totally  difappeared, 
the  Stars  were  feen  every  where,'  as  if  it  had  been 
Mid-night  j  whereupon  divers  Aftronomers ,  and 
particularly  Ricctolm,  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Tables 
that  allow  to  this  Eclipfe  a  Greatnefs,  that  comes  pret¬ 
ty  near  that  of  the  Total,  do  fufficiently  make  out 
the  Hifiorv :  Neverthelefs,  it  is  manifeli  by  what 
we  have  Obferved,  that  the  Stars  would  never  have 
been  perceived,  efpecinliy  in  that  bnghtnefs,  and 
after  that  manner  that  Diodorus  and  Jujlin  fay  they 
did^  if  fo  be  there  had  been  any  fenfible  Part  of  the 
I  r  Suit 
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Sun  difcovered,  except  this  fame  Part  not  being  E* 
clipfed,  had  not  been  near  the  Horizon,  as  it  happened 
in  the  Yearn?,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Reign  of 
Gordianui  Junior ;  for  at  that  Time  the  Heavens  were 
fo  darkened,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  know  one  ano¬ 
ther  without  Wax-tapers,  at  lead  if  we  give  credit  to 
Julius  Capitolinas. 

The  Second  Eclipfe  we  obferved,  dill  more  confi- 
derable  than  the  former,  was  (eenby  Father  Tachard , 
in  his  Voyage  into  the  Indies,  he  was  at  Sea  on  board 
an  Holland  VejJel  i  and  if  the  Place  would  have  given 
him  leave  to  makeufe  of  Inffruments,  we  ihould  ne¬ 
ver  have  feen  any  thing  more  ingenious  on  this  Sub- 
jedfr 

The  Eclipfe  appeared  Central,  that  is  to  fay  the 
Center  of  the  Moon,  was  quite  oppofite  to  the  Cen¬ 
ter  of  the  Sun ;  but  becaufe  the  apparent  Difeus  of 
the  Sun,  was  at  that  time  bigger  than  that  of  the 
Moon,  there  was  feen  in  the  Heavens,  a  bright  Ring, 
or  a  great  Circle  of  Light,  and  what  is  mod  to  be 
wondred  at  upon  this  Occafion  is,  that  Father  Tacbard 
affures  us,  that  this  Circle  was  at  lead  a  Fingers- 
breadth,  which  would  not  agree,  neither  with  the 
Tables  of  ancient  Adronomers,  nor  of  the  Moderns: 
but  it  is  no  fuch  eafie  Matter,  to  make  a  jud  Edimate 
ofthebignefs  of  Luminous  Bodies,  when  one  judges 
only  upon  View ;  becaufe  the  Light  that  fparkles, 
and  reflects,  caufeth  them  evermore  to  appear  much 
bigger  than  they  really  are- 

However,  thefe  fort  of  Ecliples  which  are  called, 
Annulary Eclipfes  are  very  rare;  yea,  and  fome  Ma¬ 
thematicians  are  of  Opinion,  that  there  cannot  be  any 
at  all,  becaufe  they  fuppole  as  a  thing  granted  by  all 
hands,  that  the  Diameter  of  the  Moon,  even  in  its 
Jpogaam,  that  is,  at  its  greated  Didance  from  the 
Earth,  was  always  either  equal  to  that  of  the  Sun,  or 
oven  fenfibly  greater.  , 

So  likewife  Kepler  writing  to  Clavius,  upon  the 
Account 
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Account  of  an  Annulary  Eclipfe  that  they  had  oblerved 
at  Rom  on  the  9th.  of  April,  in  the  Year  1 567  pre¬ 
tends  that  this  Luminary  Border  was  nothing  elle,  but 
a  little  Crown  of  condenfed  Air,  enflamed,  or  en- 
lightned  by  the  Sun  beams,  broken,  or  refra&ed  in 
the  Atmfpbere  of  the  Moon;  This  laft  Observation 
may  be  capable  of  undeceiving  thofe  who  may  have 
perfifted  obftinately  to  follow  the  like  Opinion,  as 
well  as  to  dilabufe  Gafftndus  his  Difciples,  who  imagin 
that  the  Sun  cannot  flow  over  the  Moon  above  four 
Minutes  at  molt,  that  is  to  fay,  by  it’s  180th.  Part. 

Befides  thele  two  Ecliples,  we  have  alloleen  fome 
others  of  leffec  Conlequence,  which  I  (hall  forbear 
to  mention,  becaule  they  contain  nothing  extraordi¬ 
nary.  Thofe  of  the  Moon  have  molt  employed  our 
time,  not  only  becaule  they  are  in  a  greater  Number, 
but  becaule  there  is  greater  difficulty  to  obferve  them 
well; 

The  brighter  the  Sun  is,  the  more  lenlible  is  its  de- 
fe<ft,  and  the  body  of  the  Moon,  very  oblcure  and 
opakeof  itlelfj  depriving  us  of  the  light  of  it,  doth 
not  permit  us  to  doubt  fo  much  as  one  moment  of  the 
beginning  or  ending  of  its  Eclipfe;  but  it  is  not  lb 
with  the  Moon,  that  does  not  loie  its  Light  but  by  de¬ 
grees,  and  by  an  almoft  infenlible  Diminution.  As 
the  Experience  we  have  of  it,  makes  us  better  perceive 
all  thele  difficulties,  than  the  moft  profound  Specula¬ 
tions.  Will  you  pleafe,  Sir,  to  let  me  acquaint  you  ini 
few  Words,  what  perplexes  us  the  moft,  as  to  this 
Point. 

The  Earth  in.  its  different  AfpeCts  it  bears  to  the 
Sun,  hath  always  one  half  of  its  Globe  enlightned; 
whilft  its  other  Hemifphere  muft  needs  be  in  Dark- 
nels,  like  a  Bowl  thatis  enlightened  by  a  Wax-candle 
by  Night,  lo  that  on  one  fide  there  is  a  projection, 
as  it  were  a  long  Tail  of  Shadow,  in  fafhion  of  a 
Cone,  the  point  whereof  is  very  far  extended,  and 
loferh  it  fdf  at  length  in  the  vaft  extent  of  Air. 

it  2  When 
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When  therefore  the  Moon  by  its  particular  Motion, 
paffes  through  this  tenebrous  Space,  fhe  lofeth  her 
Light,  and  becomes  obfcurc  her  feif ;  but  now  if  we 
could  mark  the  very  Moment  wherein  (he  enters  into 
it,  and  comes  out  again,  (he  (hould  know  exactly,  the 
beginning  and  ending  of  the  Eclipfe,  but  (everal  Acci¬ 
dents  that  happen  at  that  time,  do  not  (uffer  us  to  ob- 
(erve  it  with  fo  great  nicenefs. 

Firft  of  all,  a  long  time  before  the  Moon  touches 
the  Shadow,  I  but  juft  now  mentioned,  its  oriental 
Border  is  enlightened  only  by  a  fmall  Portion  of  the 
Sun,  which  the  Earth  deprives  her  of  by  little  and 
little,  and  by  piece-meal :  fo  that  at  that  time,  there 
is  to  be  feen  a  kind  of  Smoak  that  (preads  abroad  in- 
fenfibly  upon  the  Body  of  the  Moon,  which  often 
precedes  the  real  Shadow  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour ;  be¬ 
ing  this  Smoak  always  increales,  according  as  the  E- 
cltpfe  approaches,  it  is  (o  confounded  and  mixed  with 
the  beginning  of  the  Shadow,  that  it  is  almoft  im 
poffible  to  dillinguilh  it  from  it.  So  that  neither  Ex 
perience,  nor  Application,  nor  yet  the  bed  Tele 
(copes,  can  hinder  an  able  Obfervator  from  miffakinj 
fometimesOne  Minute,  nay  and  fometimes  Two. 

Secondly,  when  I  (ay,  that  the  Eclipfe  is  caufed  b; 
the  interpofition  of  the  Terreftrial  Globe,  it  is  no 
that  the  Moon  is  then  plunged  into  its  Shadow,  whic 
never  reaches  farther  than  Fifty  Thoufand  League 
fuppofing  the  Earth’s  Diameter  to  be  1146  Se; 
Leagues,  whereas  the  Moon,  even  in  her  Perigaw 
is  above  570C0  Leagues  from  the  Earth  :  But  tf 
Globe  of  the  Earth  being  encompafled  with  a  thic 
.  and  grofs  Air,  which  we  call  its  Atmofphere,  whic 
the  Rays  cannot  quite  penetrate;  there  is  caufed  1: 
the  interpofition  of  thofe  Vapours  a  new  Shadov 
whofe  Diameter,  and  Length,  do  far  furpais  the  tri 
Shadow  of  the  Earth.  Now  thefe  Vapors  are  (o  inu< 
the  more  Tranfparent,  as  they  are  the  more  Remo 
from  us ;  whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  they  alfo  mal 
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a  more  faint  Shadow  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
Eclipfe,  and  confequently,  they  do  not  afford  that 
Liberty  to  Obfervators,  to  determin  them  with  any 
exadnefs. 

You  may  underftand  by  that.  Sir,  why  we  often 
difcoverthe  Moon,  yea,  at  the  very  height  of  the  E- 
clipfe,  fofaras  todiftinguifh  her  fmalleft  Spots;  why 
fhe  paints  her  felf  at  that  time  in  fo  various  Colours,  for 
fhe  appears  Red,  Afh  coloured.  Iron-gray,  Bluifh  or 
fomewhat  inclining  to  Yellow,  infomuch,  that  fhe 
feems  to  be  her  felf  fenfibleof  her  failings,  and  fhe  ws 
certain  figns  of  her  different  Paffions.  You  fee  on 
the  contrary,  why  in  forne  certain  Eclipfes,  fhe  total¬ 
ly  difappears,  and  fleals  quite  out  of  our  fight.  All 
this  doth  no  queftion  happen  from  the  Nature  of  this 
Atmofpbere,  which  changes  perpetually,  and  thereby 
produces  thefe  different  effects. 

In  the  Third  Place,  when  the  Moon  begins  to  grow 
dark  near  the  Horizon,  it  is  yet  more  difficult  to  ob- 
ferve  well  the  beginningof  it ;  and  a  Man  muff  take 
fpecial  notice,  that  the  time  of  this  apparent  begin¬ 
ning,  compared  with  the  time  of  its  ending,  doth  not 
give  you  tne  middle  of  the  Eclipfe  exactly,  becaufe 
the  Vapors  are  much  more  grofs  at  the  Horizon,  than 
they  are  at  Thirty  or  Forty  Degrees  of  Elevation. 

Fourthly,  altho  the  dire#  Rays  of  the  Sun  do  not 
pafs  through  the  Atmofpbere  of  the  Earth, yet  are  there 
a  great  many  of  them,  that  turning  afide,  or  as  they 
fpeak  by  being  broken  by  refraftion ,  may  enlighten  the 
Border  of  the  Moon,  and  confequently  hinder  the 
Shadow  from  being  exadly  Terminated. 

Fifthly,  it  fbmetimes  cometh  to  pafs,  that  the  Sha¬ 
dow  begins  to  touch  the  Oriental  Edge  of  the  Moon, 
at  the  place  where  the  Spots  are  more  obfcure  than 
thofe  of  the  Occidental  Border,  which  makes,  that  a 
Man  cannot  judge  equally  of  the  end  and  the  begin¬ 
ning  ;  we  owe,  Sir,  all  this  Refining  of  Aftronomy,  to 
the  modern  Oblervators :  The  Ancients  went  more 
I  i  %  roundly 
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roundly  to  work  in  this  matter,  and  Tyco  Brahe  him- 
felf,  did  not  yet  hit  of  it  with  all  his  Subtilty. 

But  the  Moderns  have  been  more  ingenious  to  find 
out  thefe  Difficulties,  than  to  find  out  an  Expedient  to 
furmount  them ;  and  we  have  more  than  once  expe¬ 
rienced  inourObfervations,  that  it  is  not  without  ex¬ 
treme  Trouble ,  that  one  arrives  at  that  exaftnefs, 
which  is  required  by  the  Learned  of  our  Age ;  yet 
have  we  this  Advantage,  that  we  are  a  great  many  Ob- 
fervators  together,  and  that  we  are  able  by  commu¬ 
nicating  our  Notions  and  Doubts  one  to  another,  to 
come  nearer  the  Truth.  Befides  the  Heavens  have 
lupplied  us  with  a  great  many  Eclipfes  of  the  Moon; 
and  there  hath  but  few  Years  part,  but  we  might 
have  obferved  one  or  two. 

But  amongft  this  great  Number,  that  which  hap¬ 
pened  on  the  Eleventh  of  December  1685.  was  the 
moff  favourable  tousv  we  were  at  that  time  at  Sim: 
The  King  to  whom  wa  had  predided  it,  and  who  de¬ 
filed  to  try  the  goodnefs  of  our  Tables,  was  fo  (urpri- 
fed  by  conferring  what  he  did  behold,  with  our  Pre- 
didion,that  from  that  very,  time,  he  had  fome  thoughts 
of  detaining  us  near  his  Perfbn ;  or  at  leaft  to  fend 
fome  body  to  find  out  fome  French  Aftronomer  in 
Europe  for  him.  He  offered  of  his  own  accord  to  build 
a  magnificent  Obfervatory  for  us  at  Louveau,  to  ren¬ 
der  Aftronomy,  if  poffible,  as  famous  in  India,  as  it 
was  become  in  Europe,  fince  the  Eftablifhment  of  the 
Royal  Obfervatory  in  Farts.  And  certainly,  if  ever 
the  Stars  were  the  Prefage  of  future  Events,  all  the 
Heavens  feemed  thentopromife  us  an  happy  Succefs 
in  this  new  Undertaking;  but  it  is  not  the  fenfible 
Courfe  of  the  Planets,  that  rule  our  Deftinies  here 
below ;  they  proceed  from  an  higher  over- ruling 
Power,  and  all  their  Confequences  are  written  in 
that  myfterious  Book  of  divine  Providence,  which 
before  ail  ages  hath  determined  the  different  Events 
rf  this  World. 
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This  Proje«St  of  the  King  of  Siam,  fo  favourable 
to  France ,  to  natural  Sciences,  and  to  Religion,  was 
quickly  putin  execution;  but  the  Death  of  that  good 
Prince  overthrew  italmofl  in  an  Inftant,  and  chan¬ 
ged  the  Face  of  all  things.  The  Troubles  that  then 
arofe,  forced  our  Mathematician  Miffionaries  to  ab- 
fent  themfelves,  and  thereby  caufed,  if  I  may  fb  fays 
a  kind  of  an  Eclipfe,  which  hath  fo  long  deprived 
thofe  People  of  the  European  Sciences,  and  Light  of 
the  Gofpel :  Yet  thefe  Clouds  begin  to  be  difpelled. 
They  are  very  earneft  to  have  us  copie  back  again : 
but  we  have  learnt  by  woful  Experience,  not  to  rely 
too  much  upon  the  good  Will  of  Man,  but  to  place 
all  our  Confidence  in  hmt  who  alone  can  when  it 
feems  good  to  him,  bring  Light  out  of  Darknefs. 

This  laft  Eilay,  for  all  that,  hath  been  of  feme  Ufe 
to  Aftronomy,  and  we  can  aflure  you,  that  the  Lu¬ 
nar  Eclipfes  obferved  at  Siam ,  Louveau ,  Ponticherj, 
Fekin ,  Nankim ,  Kiamcbau,  and  at  Canton,  with  fe- 
veral  other  Places  of  the  Eaft,  will  not  only  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  regulating  the  Celeftial  Motions,  but  like- 
wife  to  the  perfefting  Geography. 

Altho  the  Science  of  Comets  be  not  of  fo  grand  a 
Confequence,yet  it  is  notlefs  admirable;  nay,  me- 
thinks  the  Curiofity  of  the  Learned, fhould  be  fo  much 
the  more  fpur’d  on  to  attempt  fomething  this  way, 
as  it  is  more  difficult  to  fatisfie  it  as  to  this  Point,  for 
it  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  Wit  of  Man  will 
not  be  able  in  a  long  time,  to  dive  into  the  bottom  of 
thefe  marvellous  Phenomena. 

Comets  are  (o  Rare,  of  fo  fhort  Continuance,  and 
fo  different  amongft  themfelves,  that  if  they  be  new 
Bodies,  that  are  formed  and  deftroyed  in  the  Hea¬ 
vens;  it  is  very  hard,  and  in  a  manner  impoffible  to 
lay  down  general  Rules  of  their  Motions,  ortoprog- 
nofticate  their  Appearance,  and  Continuance,  if  they 
be  real  Planets. 

We  have  had  the  opportunity  to  obferve  fwo  of 
I  i  4  them, 
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them,  the  firft  wasfeen  in  a. Province  in  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Siam  on  the  Confines  of  Camkje  towards  the 
Sea-coaft.  It  was  in  the  Month  of  Auguft  1686.  It 
cut  the  Equator,  paffing  from  North  to  South,  in  the 
1  it  th.  Degree  of  Right  Afcenfion ;  and  its  own  par¬ 
ticular  Motion  that  brought  it  (fill  near  the  Sun,  quite 
abforpt  it,  at  laft,  into  the  Sun-beams. 

The  Second  appeared  at  Pomkhery,  Molucca,  and 
Pf kin,  in  the  Month  of  December,  Its  Motion 
was  contrary  to  that  of  the  former,  it  removed  from 
the  Sun,  and  came  nearer  the  Southern  Pole,  running 
over  the  Conftellations,  Lupus  and  Centaurus ,  where 
it  difappeared  in  the  beginning  of  January  to  the 
enfuing  Year. 

If  we  have  but  a  fmattering  in  the  Science  of  Co¬ 
mets,  yet  in  recompence  we  are  fufficiently  inftruCted 
in  what  relates  to  Planets ;  and  what  our  Aftrono- 
mers  have  di  (covered  at  Paris,  fince  the  Eftablifh- 
mentof  the  Obfervatory,  is  already  matter  of  Com¬ 
fort  to  us,  for  the  Negligence  or  Ignorance  of  the 
Ancients. 

Among  the  different  ways  of  going  to  work  how 
to  determin  their  place  in  the  Heavens,  the  mod 
plain,  and  withal  the  moft  exad,  is,  to  take  notice  of 
their  Conjunction  with  the  fixt  Stars.  It  is  near  a 
Thoufand  Years  ago,  that  Saturn  the  higheft  of  all  the 
Planets  appeared  c'ofe  by  the  Equator,  and  near  a 
Star  of  the  Third  Magnitude,  fituate  in  the  Southern 
Shoulder  of  Virgo.  Tycho  in  his  time  obferved  it  in 
the  fame  Signs  and  we  alfo  have  (een  it  near  Spica 
Virginia ,•  but  with  this  Advantage,  that  the  Tele- 
fcopes  we  made  ufe  of,  makes  our  Obfervation  in¬ 
comparably  more  exadt,  than  tbofe of  the  Ancients; 
who,  for  that  purpole,  made  only  ufe  of  their  naked 
Eye,  always  defective,  at  luch  a  great  diftance,  efpe- 
dally  in  relpecf  of  the  Stars,  whofe  apparent  Dia¬ 
meter  is  augmented  by  the  Light,  and  by  a  kind  of 
Coma  of  (parkiing  Rays,  according  to  the  Language 
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of  Aftronomers,  that  refled  from  their  whole  body* 
which  makes  it  many  times  appear  where  indeed  it  is 
not. 

Whereas  a  good  Telefcope  makes  them  lefs  glit¬ 
tering,  rounds  them,  gives  them  their  true  Bignefs, 
and  (o  approaches  them  to  the  Eyes,  that  one  does 
likewife  diftinguilh  them  from  one  another ,  even 
when  they  touch  one  another  at  the  Edges,  or  Bor¬ 
ders,  and  when  they  are  juft  upon  uniting  together. 

Thus  we  determined  the  place  of  Man,  by  the  ap¬ 
proaching  of  two  Stars  of  the  Scorpions  Head,  that 
of  the  Moon,  by  her  Conjunction  with  the  Ant  ares, 
or  Heart  of  Scorpion,  and  that  of  Venus,  that  palled 
near  a  Star  of  the  Third  Magnitude  belonging  to  the 
lame  Sign. 

This  Conjunction  of  Jupiter  and  Mart  that  hap¬ 
pened  about  the  end  of  February ,  1687.  did  alio  take 
up  (everal  days.  We  were  at  that  time  at  Louveau , 
where  the  King  of  Siam ,  who  took  a  pride  in  Aftro- 
nomy,  did  oblerve  it  in  Perlbn  with  an  earneftnefs 
and  unealinefs,  that  Ihewed  more  of  Superftition 
than  natural  Curiofity. 

He  had  a  fancy  that  this  Conjunction  would  be  fa¬ 
tal  to  him,  and  that  it  was  an  allured  prognoftication 
of  his  Death.  We  endeavoured,  but  all  in  vain,  to 
undeceive  him,  by  M.  Conftanct  his  principal  Minifter 
of  State,  whom  we  made  apprehenfive,  that  the  E- 
vents  of  this  lower  World  have  no  Communication 
with  the  particular  Motion  of  the  Planets;  and,  thac 
altho5  our  Deftiny  Ihould  depend  thereon,  yet  the 
King  was  no  more  concern’d  in  it,  than  the  moftab- 

jeft  of  his  Subjects,  for  whom  the  Sun  and  the  Stars 
do  as  well  turn  round,  as  for  the  greateft  Potentate 
upon  Earth. 

Neverthelefs  thefe  Reafoos,  nor  abundance  of  o- 
thers,  could  let  him  to  rights :  He  ftill  maintain’d 
that  his  Reign  was  not  to  Jaft  long, and  that  he  Ihould 
be  a  dead  Man  within  a  few  days;  In  elfeCt  he  died 
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the  next  Year ;  but  it  was  in  vain  for  him  to  feek  for 
the  cauleof  his  death  in  the  Heavens,  which  he  car¬ 
ried  about  himforfeveral  Years:  an  habitual Diftem- 
perdidextreamly  trouble  him  at  that  very  time,  and 
that,  without  doubt,  was  the  true  ground  of  his  Fear 
and  Predi&ion. 

I  do  not  know.  Sir,  whether  or  no  thele  Obferva- 
tions  will  appear  Angular  and  odd  to  you ;  yet  me- 
thinks,  this  at  leaft  which  I  am  going  to  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  relating  to  you,  does  a  little  deferve  your  at¬ 
tention. 

You  know  that  Mercury  hitherto  hath  been  the 
leaft  known,  and  (if  I  may  lo  lay)  the  leaft  tradable 
of  all  the  Planets:  AlwaysabforptintheRaysofthe 
Sun,  or  in  the  vapours  of  the  Horizon,  he  continual¬ 
ly  flies  it  leems,  ail  the  courtings  and  careffes  of  A- 
ftronomers,  who  are  put  to  as  much  trouble  to  fix 
him  in  the  Heavens,  as  Chymifts  are  to  fix  their 
Mercury  upon  Earth. 

We  read  in  the  life  of  Charlemagne ,  that  the  Ma¬ 
thematicians  of  his  times,  delpairing  of  ever  being 
able  to  obfervehim  well,  when  he  was  the  fartheft  re¬ 
mote  from  the  Sun,  endeavoured  to  find  him  in  the 
Sun  it  felf,  under  which  they  fufpeded  he  might 
fometimes  pals.  They  luppoled  they  had  there  found 
him  in  the  Month  of  April  807.  or  rather  808.  except 
the  Hiftorian  counted  the  beginning  of  the  Year  at 
that  time  from  Eafier :  In  effed,  a  black  fpot  appea¬ 
red  in  the  Sun  eight  days,  tho’  his  goingin  and  com¬ 
ing  out  were  hindred  by  a  Cloud. 

I  wonder  this  Oblervation  could  have  been  able  to 
make  them  judge  that  this  was  Mercury ,  who  is  lo  far 
from  fpending  eight  days  in  running  over  luch  a  little 
fpace,  that  he  muft,  according  to  his  natural  courfe, 
finilh  it  in  a  very  few  hours ;  befides  that,  it  is  utterly 
impoffible  for  a  Man  to  perceive  him  in  the  Sun, 
without  the  help  of  aTelelcope,  and  that  too  a  very 
good  one.  What  therefore  they  then  law,  or  liippo- 
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feci  to  fee,  was,  without  doubt,  a  Spot,  not  unlike 
thole  that  have  fo  often  appeared  fince,  but  bigger 
than  ordinary,  and  confpicuous  enough  to  be  di (co¬ 
vered  by  the  bare  fight. 

Gaffendus  was  more  fortunate,  Anno  16;  1.  on  the 
feventh  of  November.  The  Obfervation  he  made  of 
it  hath  rendered  him  fo  famous,  that  fome  Authors 
to  do  him  Honour, have  dedicated  their  Books  to  him, 
as  a  Perfon  to  whom  Aftronomy  was  infinitely  obli¬ 
ged  :  Some  others  alfo  have  fignaliz’d  themfelves  by 
this  curious  difquifition;  we  are  the  laft  that  have  had 
occafionto  imitate  them,  but  our  Obfervation  perad- 
venture  may  not  deferve  the  meaneft  efteem  of  all 
thofe  which  have  been  made. 

We  were  at  Canton,  a  Maritime  Town  of  China,  and 
pretty  well  known  by  the  Europeans  Traffick.  Weap- 
ply’d  our  (elves  to  the  particular  ftudying  of  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  this  Planet,  and  that  made  us  judge,  that  it 
would  not  be  altogether  impoflible  to  difcover  it  in 
the  Sun,  on  the  tenth  day  of  November,  1690.  to  that 
end  we  prepared  two  excellent  Tellefcopes,  the  one 
of  five  foot,  that  bore  a  reticula  equal  to  the  diameter, 
divided  into  twelve  equal  parts,  and  the  other  of 
twelve  foot,  with  its  reticula,  compofed  of  four 
Threads,  one  whereof  reprefented  a  Parallel,  and 
the  other  the  Meridian,  the  two  others  cut  them  at 
the  Angle  of  forty  five  degrees ;  we  alfo  rectified  our 
Pendulums :  Befides  all  this,  the  Heavens  were  exceed¬ 
ing  clear  and  ferene ;  and  bating  the  Wind,  which 
was  a  little  violent,  we  could  wim  for  nothing  to  the 
exa&nefs  of  our  Obfervation. 

Mercury  appeared  to  us  like  a  black  point  or  fpeck, 
which  entringinto  the  body  of  the  Sun,  run  over  it ; 
in  three  hours  and  a  half,  or  thereabouts,  we  exaftly 
obferved  its  time,  entrance,  departure,  its  diftance 
from  the  Ecliptic,  its  apparent  fwitfnefi,  longitude 
and  diameter.  We  underftood  likewife  by  that,  with 
the  greateft  certainty  in  the  World,  that  this  Planet 
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hath  no  proper  light  of  its  own  ;  that  its  Body  is  O 
pake,  and  that  it  is  at  lead,  fometimes  lefs  didant 
from  us  than  the  Sun,  the  which  could  not  formerly 
be  determined  but  only  by  conje&ure. 

We  owe,  Sir,  thefefive  Difcoveries  to  the  Inven¬ 
tion  of  Optic-glades  and  Telefcopes,  as  we  do  a  great 
many  other  things,  which  in  thele  latter  Ages  are  the 
Subject  of  the  New  Aftronomy.  So  that  as  by  means 
of  Microfcopes,  we  multiply  the  mod  fimple  Bodies, 
and  magnifie  the  mod  minute,  and  almod  infenhble 
ones;  folikewile by  helpof  thefe  Telefcopes,  we  ap- 
proachtoourEyes  the  mod  didant  Objeds,  and  do 
abridge  thofe  infinite  Ipaces  that  feparate  the  Firma¬ 
ment  from  the  Earth ;  Art  having  in  a  manner  forced 
Nature  to  differ  Men  to  have  free  commerce  with 
Heaven  for  time  to  come,  and  let  Mathematicians 
enter  more  eafily  into  a  kind  of  Society  with  the 
Stars: 

We  find,  at  prefent.  Mountains  and  Precipices  in 
the  Moon,  wedifcernits  leadlhadows,  that  increale 
ordecreafe,  according  to  the  different  podureof  the 
Sun  ;  we  meafure  the  macula  of  Planets,  we  have  a 
fhrewd  gueis  of  their  Colours,  Latitudes,  of  their  cir¬ 
cular  motion  about  their  Center.  It  is  by  that,  that 
Men  have  perceived  that  prodigious  Ring  that  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Air,  lulpended  about  Saturn  in  form  of 
a  Vault,  or  like  a  Bridge,  that  would  encompafs  the 
whole  Earth  without  Arches,  without  Piles,  without 
any  e  ther  iupporr,  befide  the  uniform  weight,  and 
j.erfe&  continuity  of  its  parts; 

Galliko,  and  many  other  Adronomers,  have  in  vain 
put  their  Brains  on  the  rack  to  explain  this  Mydery  ; 
they  look’d  upon  this  Planet  as  another  Trotm, always 
changing,  always  differing  from  it  felf;  to  day  round, 
then  oval,  by  and  by  Armed  with  two  Ar.fas  or  Han¬ 
dles,  that  opened  or  ihut,  according- to  the  time  of  the 
Revolution ;  or  elfe  accompanied  with  two  little  Stars 
tha:  vaulted  up  and  down  without  ever  forfaking  it : 
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Laftly,  cut  in  the  middle  with  a  broad  Fafcia  or  Swai- 
thing-band,  whofe  extremities  were  extended  far  be¬ 
yond  its  Sphere. 

We  have  a  long  time  examined  this  wonderful 
Work  of  the  Omnipotence  of  our  Creator ;  and  not- 
withftanding  we  cannot  but  admire  M.  Hagens  his 
Ingenuity,  who  hath  reduced  to  fiich  a  plain  and  fa¬ 
cile  Syftem,  all  thefe  Teeming  irregularities,  yet  for 
all  that,  we  mud  confefs  that  we  are  ignorant  of 
much  more  of  it,  than  that  Learned  Aftronomer 
was  able  to  difcover  to  us. 

It  is  lefs  difficult  to  explain  the  different  Figures  of 
Mars,  Mercury ,  and  Ferns,  which  appeared  to  us 
fometimes  round,  fometimes  gibbofe,  fometimes  dico- 
tomifed,  and  ever  and  anon  in  faffiion  of  a  Bow,  or 
Sickle;  and  the  truth  is,  when  Venus  approaches  the 
Sun,  and  when  ffie  is  befides  in  her  Perigaon ,  fhe  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  Telefcope  fo  little  different  from  the  new 
Moon,  that  it  is  very  eafie  for  one  to  commit  a  mi- 
flake. 

I  do  remember,  that  caufing  a  Cbinefe  to  obferve  it 
inthispofture,  who  had  but  little  skill  in  Aftronomi- 
cal  fecrets,  he  did  no  longer  doubt,  but  prelently  gave 
his  afient,  and  making  him  at  the  fame  take  notice 
of  the  Moon,  at  a  place  in  the  Heavens  not  far  re¬ 
mote  :  He  cried  out  for  joy,  and  told  me  then,  that 
he  now  comprehended  that  which  had  always  per- 
plexthim.  1  AM  not  know,  fays  he  ferioufly,  bow  the 
Moon  could  change  Faces  fo  often,  and  appear  fometimes 
in  the  rvax,  and  fometimes  in  the  wane ;  but  now  I  per¬ 
ceive  it  is  a  Body  compofed  of  feveral  Parts,  which  fome¬ 
times  is  taken  in  pieces,  and  tbex  joyn'd  together  again 
after  fome  certain  times ;  for  to  day,  at  leaf,  I  fee  one 
half  of  it  on  one  fide,  and  one  half  on  the  other. 

The  knowledge  alfb  that  we  have  acquired  by 
Telefcopes,  concerning  the  number  of  the  Stars,  is 
likewife  more  curious.  That  large  Fafcia  that  em¬ 
braces  almoft  the  whole  Heaven,  which  they  com¬ 
monly 
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monly  call  for  whitenefs  the  milky- way,  is  a  congeries 
of  an  infinite  number  of  minute  Stars,  each  one  of 
which  in  particular,  hath  not  ftrength  enough  toaffeft 
our  Eyes ;  no  more  can  the  Nebulofa ,  whole  dim  and 
confufed  Light  is  like  to  a  little  Cloud,  or  head  of  a 
Comet,  yet  it  is  a  compound  of  feveral  Stars  i  fo 
they  reckon  thirty  fix  of  them  in  that  of  Prafepccan- 
cri,  twenty  one  in  that  of  Orion ,  forty  in  the  Pleiades, 
twelve  in  the  fingleStar,  that  makes  the  middle  of  the 
Sword  of  Orion ,  five  hundred  in  the  extent  of  two 
degrees  of  the  lame  Conftellation,  and  two  thouland 
five  hundred  in  the  whole  Sign ;  which  hath  given  oc- 
cafion  to  feme  to  imagine,  that  the  number  of  them 
is  infinite. 

At  leaft  it  is  true  that  the  prodigious  bignefs  of  each 
Star,  which,  according  to  lome,  differ  but  little  from 
the  Sun ;  that  is  to  lay,  whofe  Globe  is  perhaps  a 
thouland  times  bigger  than  that  of  the  Earth,  which 
neverthelefs  appears  but  as  a  Point  in  the  Heavens, 
ought  to  convince  us  of  the  vaft  extent  of  this  Uni.* 
verle,  and  of  the.infinite  Power  of  its  Author. 

I  cannot,  Sir,  finilh  this  Difcourfe,  before  I  have 
fpoken  of  lome  Obfervations  we  have  made  of  the 
Satellites.  Thefe  are  fo  many  little  Planets  that  be¬ 
long  to  the  train  of  bigger  ones,  which  were  dete- 
dedin  our  Age ;  they  continually  turn  about  Saturn, 
Jupiter,  and  Mars,  &c.  fome  nearer,  and  lome  farther 
off  from  the  center  of  their  motion ;  they  fculk  fome- 
times  behind  their  Body,  (ometimes  again  they  are 
plunged  into  their  lhadow,  from  whence  they  come 
out  more  Iplendid;  nay,  it  even  happens,  that  when 
they  are  between  the  Sun  and  their  Planet,  they  E- 
clipfe  one  part  of  it.  I  have  fbmetitnes  beheld  With  a 
great  deal  of  delight,  a  black  Point,  that  run  upon 
the  iijcus  of  Jupiter,  which  one  would  have  taken  for 
a  blemifn,  yet  in  effed  was  nothing  elle  but  the  lha¬ 
dow  of  one  of  thefe  Satellites,  that  cauled  an  Ecliple 
upon  its  Globe,  as  the  Moon  does  upon  the  Earth, 
wh»R. 
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when  by  her  Interpofition  (he  deprives  it  of  the  Sun’s 
Light.  We  do  not  know  for  what  particular  ufo  Na- 
ture  hath  defigned  thefe  Satellites  in  the  .heavens,  but 
that  which  we  Aftronomers  make  u(e  of  them,  is  ve¬ 
ry  ufeful  for  the  perfe&ion  of  Geography ;  and  fines 
M.  Cafmi  hath  communicated  his  Tables  to  the  Obfer- 
vators,  one  may  eafily,  and  in  a  very  (mall  time,  de¬ 
termine  the  Longitude  of  the  principal  Cities  of  the 
World :  Infomuch  that  if  the  irregular  motion  of  Ships 
would  permit  us  to  make  ufe  of  the  Telefcopes  at  Sea, 
the  Science  of  Navigation  would  be  perfe&  enough  to 
make  long  Voyages  with  a  great  deal  of  (afety. 

We  have  oblerved  th eimmcrfions  and  emerfnms  of  the 
Satellites  Jovis  at  Siam,  Louveau,  Ponticbery,  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  and  in  feveral  Cities  of  China ; 
but  the  oblervations  made  at  Nimpo  and  Chambay , 
that  are  the  moft  Eaftern  Cities,  have  reduc’d  the 
great  Continent  to  its  true  Limits,  by  cutting  off  a- 
bove  live  hundred  Leagues  from  the  Country,  that 
never  fubfifted  in  the  imagination  of  the  ancient 
Geographers. 

Since,  Sir,  I  fpeak  of  what  refpeCts  the  perfection 
of  Geography,  Ilhall  tell  you  moreover, that  we  have 
taken  (ome  pains  to  determine  the  Latitude  of  Coafts, 
Ports,  and  the  moft  confiderable  Cities  of  th eEafi,  by 
two  other  methods.  Firft,  By  a  great  number  of  Ob- 
(ervations  about  Meridian  Altitudes  of  the  Sun  and 
Stars.  Secondly,  By  divers  Maps  and  Sea  Charts, 
that  our  Voyages  have  given  us  ocCafion  to  inventor 
perfect.  I  have  a  Rattier ,  or  Directory,  for  finding 
out  the  Courfe  of  a  Veffel  from  Nimpo  to  Pekin ,  and 
from  Pekin  to  Hamcheu ,  where  we  have  omitted  no¬ 
thing  that  may  any  way  contribute  to  the  perfect 
knowing  of  the  Country,  lb  that  the  particularities 
of  it  is  in  my  opinion  too  large ;  nay,  and  even  too 
troublefome  to  thofo,  who,  in  thefe  forts  of  Relati¬ 
ons,  do  rather  foek  after  delight  than  profit. 

1  have  alfo  by  me  the  Courfe  of  the  Rivers  that 
lead 
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lead  from  Nanhm  to  Canton,  it  is  the  Work  of  two  or 
three  months,  and  a  tedious  one  too  I’ll  allure  you, 
when  one  would  do  things  to  purpofe :  The  Map  is 
eighteen  Foot  long,  and  each  minute  takes  up  above 
four  Lines,  or  the  third  part  of  an  Inch ;  fo  that  all 
the  By-ways,  the  breadth  of  the  River,  the  fmalleft 
lflands,  and  lead  Cities  are  there  exaXly.  and  accu¬ 
rately  let  down.  We  had  always  the  Sea-Compafs  in 
our  hand,  and  we  always  took  care  to  obferve  ever 
and  anon  upon  the  Road,  the  Meridian  Altitude  of  e- 
very  particular  Star,  to  correct  our  eftimate,  and  de¬ 
termine  more  exaXIy  the  Latitude  of  the  principal 
Cities  of  the  Country. 

Whereupon,  Sir,  I  cannot  forbear  making  fome  re¬ 
flexions  in  this  Place,  which  may  one  day  be  ufeful 
perhaps  for  the  refolving  a  material  Problem  in  Pby- 
fick.  Men  are  not  yet  fin  e,  whether  all  Seas  in  the 
World  be  upon  the  level  one  with  another.  The  ge¬ 
nerous  Principles  of  found  Philofophy,  will  have  it, 
that  all  Liquor  of  the  fame  Kind,  that  Communicate 
one.  with  another,  do  (pread  uniformly,  whether  by 
their  own  weight,  or  by  the  preffion  of  the  Air ;  and 
at  laft  take  the  fame  Surface.  Moft  of  the  Experi¬ 
ments  are  in  this  Point  pretty  congruous  to  Reafon  j 
yet  fome  later  Reflections  have  darted  a  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  the  Sea  had  not  really  fome  Inclination , 
and  were  not  more  elevated  in  lome  certain  places 
than  in  others.  What  I  have  remarked  touching  this 
laft  Map,  I  but  now  mentioned,  feems  to  back  this 
laft  Opinion. 

For  in  the  Provinces  of  Canton,  and  Kiamjt,  is  to  be 
feen  a  Mountain  out  of  which  iffues  two  Rivers,  the 
one  flows  towards  the  South ;  and  after  it  has  watered 
fifty  Leagues  of  the  Country,  it  difimbogues  into  the 
Sea  near  the  City  of  Tamtcbeu,  the  other  flows  con¬ 
trary,  viz,,  to  the  North,  erodes  feveral  Provinces  for 
the  fpace  of  two  hundred  Leagues,  and  turns  ahde 
infenfibly,  and  enters  into  the  Eaft  Sea,  or  Sea  of  .7 <*- 
.  f**,- 
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pan,  infomuch  that  the  emboucheurs ,  or  Mouths  of  the 
two  Rivers  are  not  diftant  one  from  another  (if  you 
do  but  even  follow  the  Ccafts  that  feparate  them ) 
above  three  hundred  Leagues  or  thereabouts. 

Neverthelefs,  the  Northern  River  feems  more  ra¬ 
pid  in  its  whole  Courie,  than  thofe  of  the  South,  and 
being  befides  four  times  longer,  it  rhuft  needs  be  that 
the  Seas,  where  both  of  them  meet,  have  a  different 
elevation,  or  which  is  the  fame  thing,  are  not  upon 
the  felf  fame  level. 

Ifhall  notfpeak,  Sir,  of  feveral  other  Maps,  where¬ 
in  we  have  reform’d  part  of  the  Coafts  of  Coromandel, 
of  Pefcberie,  Molucca ,  Mergui, and  of  Camboje ,  becaufe 
they  have  not  yet  attained  to  that  Perfection,  that  we 
hope  we  may  be  able  to  give  them  hereafter.  But  yet 
I  have  two  of  them  that  at  prefent  may  venter  to 
come  abroad :  the  one  reprefents  the  entrance  into 
the  Port  of  Nimpo,  the  moft  dangerous  in  all  the 
World,  by  reafon  of  the  multitude  of  Ifles,  and  Rocks 
that  cover  it  on  allfides ;  and  put  the  skilfulleft  Pilots 
to  aftand.  We  havefubjoined  thereto  the  Courfefrom 
Siam  to  China,  with  a  profpedi  of  the  chief  Coafts,  or 
Ifles  that  are  not  met  with  by  the  way. 

The  other  is  ftill  more  curious,  and  indeed  the  «frt- 
ly  one  in  its  Kind,  the  little  occallon  the  Europeans 
have  hitherto  had  to  Sail  into  the  great  T art  an,  obliged 
Geographers  to  make  ufe,  in  their  Defcriptions  of  it; 
of  I  know  not  what  memorandums,  fo  little  confix 
ftant  with  truth;  that,  as  far  as  I  fee,  they  have  pur- 
polely  let  themfelves  to  deprive  us  of  the  knowledge 
of  it.  But  the  War  breaking  out,  fome  years  ago, 
between  the  Emperor  of  China  and  the  Duke  of  MoJ- 
covy,  they  have  on  all  fides  diligently  examined  the  Ik 
Riits  of  Realms,  the  bi'gnefs  of  Provinces,  the  ferti¬ 
lity  of  Lands,  Rivers,  Mountains,  Deferts,  and  ' 
whatloever  could  any  way  ba  advantageous  to  thefo 
two  Provinces,  and  might  conduce  in  time  to  come, 
rb  conclude  a  foiid  lading  Peace  between  them. 

K  k  Befides 
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Befides  thefe  Memoires,  that  fell  into  Father  Ger- 
hlhns  hands,  the  Father  hath  alfo  taken  feveral  Jour- 
nies  of  three  or  four  hundred  Leagues  into  the  very 
Heart  of  the  Country  ;  going  fometimes  toward  the 
Weft,  fometimes  to  the  South,  obferving  as  much  as 
poflibly  could  be,  the  Longitude,  and  Latitude  of  the 
moft  remarkable  Places.  So  that  the  Map  that  he 
hath  drawn  out,  begins  at  prefent  to  fupply  us  with  a 
right  Uni  of  the  difpolition,  and  fituation  of  this  vaft 
Country. 

Amongft  the  things  that  are  moft  lingular  in  that 
Country,  one  may  obferve  a  ridge  of  Mountains, 
that  are  extended  (o  far  into  the  Sea  between  the  Eaft 
and  North,  that  it  hath  been,  to  this  day,  almoft  im- 
poffible  for  Mariners  to  know  or  fo  double  its  Cape; 
which  makes  lome  lufpect  that  this  part  of  Afia  may 
peradvcnture  be  at  this  place  contiguous  to  the  firm 
Land  of  America.  We  have  befides  all  this,  made 
feveral  Oblervations  concerning  the  variation  of  the 
Needle  upon  Tides,  upon  the  length  of  a  fingle  Pen* 
dulumi  which  may  however  contribute  fomething  to 
the  Perfection  of 'Aits  and  Sciences. 

Yet  thefe  general  Oblervations  have  not  lo  much 
taken  up  our  time  but  that  we  have  (pared  fome  to 
examine  what  there  is  in  the  Eaft  moft  curious,  in  the 
way  of  Natural  Philolophy,  Anatomy,  and  Botany. 

Our  Sojourning  at  Siam  afforded  us  an  opportuni¬ 
ty,  to  view  feveral  particular  Animals,  which  we  fel- 
dom  or  never  lee  in  Europe ;  as  for  example  the  Ele¬ 
phant,  the  Nature  of  which  we  have  delcribed,  as 
alio  its  Dociblenels,  Strength,  Courage,  Dexterity, 
the  interior,  and  exterior  Contexture  of  all  its  Parts ; 
together  with  divers  other  Properties,  that  the  very 
People  of  that  Country,  that  are  accuftomed  to  them, 
cannot  chule  but  admire. 

There  have  we  feen  Tygres,  much  different  from 
ibofe  thac  are  fometimes  to  be  feen  in  trance,  ando- 
ther  Countiies;  whether  you  look  upon  the  colour, 
which 
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which  is  redifh  fallow,  interlaced  with  large  black 
ftreaks,  or  whether  you  reipedt  the  bignefs,  which 
jbmetimes  is  equal  to  the  bignefs  of  Horfes ;  they 
call  them  Royal  Tjgres :  thofe  they  call  Water  Tygres 
do  exactly  refemble  a  Cat.  They  live  upon  Fifh,  but 
do  commonly  live  in  Woods,  or  upon  the  Banks  of 
Rivers. 

There  is  likewife  to  be  feen  your  Rhinoceros's,  one 
of  theoddeft  Animals  in  the  World,  in  my  Opinion, 
it  hath  feme  refemblance  with  a  wild  Boar,  only  it  is 
a  little  bigger,  the  Feet  of  it  femewhat  thicker,  and 
the  Body  more  clouterly  ihaped  ;  its  Hide  is  covered 
all  over  with  thick  large  Scales,  of  a  blackifh  colour, 
of  an  extraordinary  hardnels  j  they  are  divided  into 
little  fquares,  or  buttons,  riling  about  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  above  the  Skin,  in  a  manner  like  thofe  of  the 
Crocodile;  its  Legs  feem  to  be  engaged  in  a  kind  of 
Boot,  and  its  Head  wrap’d  about  behind  with  a  flat 
Capuche,  or  Monks  Hood  i  which  made  the  Porta * 
gttefe  to  call  him  the  Indian  Monk :  its  Head  is  thick 
andgrofs;  its  Mouth  not  wide;  its  Muzzle  thruft  out, 
and  armed  with  a  long  thick  Horn,  that  makes  him 
terrible  to  the  very  Tygres,  Bufuio  s  and  Elephants. 

But  that  which  feems  the  moft  admirable  in  this 
Animal,  is  its  Tongue,  which  Nature  hath  covered 
with  fuch  a  rough  Membrane,  that  it  differs  but  little 
from  a  File,  fo  that  it  flees  off  the  Skin  of  all  that  it 
licks.  In  a  word,  as  we  fee  feme  Animals  here  that 
make  a  good  Ragouft  of  Thirties,  wnofe  little  pricks 
tickle  the  Fibres,  or  the  Extremities  of  the  Nerves  of 
the  Tongue :  fo  likewife  your  Rhinoceros,  takes  de¬ 
light  in  eating  Branches  of  Trees,  armed  on  allfides 
with  fluff  Thorns,  I  have  often  given  it  feme  of 
them,  whdfe  prickles  were  very  hard  and  long,  and 
1  admired  howcunningly  and  greedily  it  bended  them 
immediately,  and  champ’d  them  in  its  Mouth  without 
doing  itfelf  any  harm.  ’Tis  true  indeed,  they  feme- 
times  drew  blndcf  of  hiril but  that  very  thing  made 
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them  more  pleafant  to  the  Taft ;  and  thefe  little  flight 
Wounds,  made  probably  no  other  impreffion  upon  its 
Tongue,  than  Salt  and  Pepper  does  upon  ours. 

What  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Ifle  of  Borneo ,  Ts  yet  .more 
remarkable,  and  furpaffeth  all  that  ever  the  Hiftory 
of  Animalshath  hitherto  related  to  be  moft  admirable, 
the  People  of  the  Country  allure  us,  as  a  thing  notori- 
oufly  known  to  be  true :  that  they  find  in  the  Woods 
a  fort  of  Beaft,  called  the  Savageman ;  whofe  Shape, 
Stature,  Countenance,  Arms,  Legs,  and  other  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Body,  are  fo  like  ours,  that  excepting 
the  Voice  only,  one  ihould  have  much  ado  not  to 
reckon  them  equally  Men  with  certain  Barbarians  in 
Africa,  who  do  not  much  differ  from  Beafts. 

This  wild  or  Savage  Man,  of  whom  I  fpeak,  is  in¬ 
dued  with  extraordinary  ftrength,  and  notwithftand- 
ing  he  walks  but  upon  two  Legs;  yet  is  he  fo  fwift  of 
Foot,  that  they  have  much  ado  to  out-run  him.  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Quality  Courfehim,  as  we  do  Stags  here,  and 
this  fort  of  Hunting  is  the  Kings  ufual  Divertifement^ 
His  Skin  is  all  hairy,  his  Eyes  funk  in  his  Head,  a  ftern 
Countenance,  tanned  Face;  but  all  his  Lineaments 
are  pretty  proportionable,  altho’  harfh,  and  thickned 
bv  the  Sun.  I  learn’d  all  thefe  particulars  from  one 
of  our  chief  French  Merchants,  who  hath  remained 
iometime  upon  the  Ifland.  Neverthelefs,  I  do  not 
believe  a  Man  ought  to  give  much  Credit  to  fuch 
fort  of  Relations,  neither  muft  we  altogether  reject 
them  as  fabulous;  but  wait  till  the  unanimous  Tefti- 
monies  of  (everal  Travellers  may  more  particularly 
acquaint  us  wich  the  truth  of  it. 

Faffing  upon  a  time  from  China  to  the  Coaft  Cora- 
mandel,  l  did  my  felf  fee  in  the  Straits  of  Molucca  a 
kind  of  Ape,  that  might  make  pretty  credible  that 
which  I  juft  now  related  concerning  the  Savagetnan. 

(t  marches  naturally  upon  its  two  Hind  Feet,  which 
it  bends  a  little,  like  a  Dogs  that  hath  been  taught  to 
Dance,  it  makes  ufe  of  its  two  Arn*,s  as  we  do  ;  its  { 
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Vifage  is  in  a  manner  as  well  favoured  as  theirs 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  i  but  the  Body  is  all  o- 
ver  covered  with  a  white,  black,  cr  grey  Wooll  : 
as  to  the  reft,  it  cries  exadly  like  a  Child ;  the 
whole  outward  Adion  is  fo  human,  and  the  Pafli- 
ons  fo  lively  and  fignificant,  that  dumb  Men  can 
fcarce  exprefs  better  their  Conceptions  and  Appe¬ 
tites.  They  do  efpecially  appear  to  be  of  a  very  kind 
Nature;  and  to  (hew  their  Affedions  to  Perlbns  they 
know  and  love,  they  embrace  them,  and  kifs  them 
with  tranfports  that  lurprife  a  Man.  They  have  al¬ 
io  a  certain  motion,  that  we  meet  not  with  in 
any  Beaft,  very  proper  to  Children,  that  is  to  make 
a  nolle  wkh  their  feet,  for  joy  or  fpight,  when  one 
gives,  or  refufes  them  what  they  paffionately  long 
for. 

Altho’  they  be  very  big,  ( for  that  I  law  was  at  leall 
four  Foot  high)  their  nimblenef  and  flight  is  incre¬ 
dible  ;  it  is  plealure  beyond  expreffion  to  fee  them 
run  up  the  tackling  of  a  Ship,  where  they  lometimes 
play  as  if  they  had  a  particular  knack  of  vaulting  to 
themlelves,  or  as  if  they  had  been  paid ,  like  our 
Rope-Dancers,  to  divert  the  Company. 

Sometimes  lulpended  by  one  Arm,  they  poife 
themlelves  for  Ibmetime  negligently  to  try  them- 
felves,  and  then  turn,  #11  on  the  fudden,  roundabout 
a  Rope  with  as  much  quicknels  as  a  Wheel,  or  a 
Sling  that  is  once  put  in  motion  ;  fometimes  holding 
the  Rope  lucceffively  with  their  long  Fingers,  and 
letting  their  whole  Body  fall  into  the  Air,  they  run 
foil  fpeed  from  one  to  the  other,  and  come  back  a- 
gain  with  the  lame  Iwiftnefs.  There  is  no  Pojture 
but  they  imitate,  nor  motion  but  they  perform;  ben¬ 
ding  themlelves  like  a  Bow,  rowling  like  a  Bowl, 
hanging  by  the  Hands,  Feet,  and  Teeth,  according 
to  the  different  fancies  which  their  whimlical  imagi¬ 
nation  luppiies  them  with,  which  they  ad:  in  themoft 
diverting  manner  imaginable ;  but  their  Agility  to 
*'  K  k  3  fling 
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fling  themlelves  from  one  Rope  to  another,  at  thirty 
an  1  fifty  Foot  ciftance,  is  yet  more  firprifing. 

So  likcwife,  that  we  might  theofener  have  this  pa* 
fume,  wccauledflvc  or  fix  of  our  Powder-Monkies, 
oi  Cabin-Boys  trained  up  to  this  way  of  climbling  up 
the  Cords  to  follow  them  ;  then  our  Apes  cut  i'ucli 
p.odigious  Capers,  arid  Aide  with  To  much  cunning- 
nefs  along  the  .Vlafts,  Sail-yards,  and  Tackling  of  the 
Ship,  that  they  Seemed  rather  to  fly  than  run,  fa 
much  did  their  Agility  furpafs  all  that  ever  we  have 
obi'arved  in  other  Animals. 

Crocodiles  being  little  known  in  Europe,  and  fa 
common  in  the  Indus,  it  has  been  our  care  to  examine 
their  Property,  and  whole  Stiutture.  Peradvcjnture, 
Sir,  cur  former  difle&ions  will  be  of  fome  ufe  here¬ 
after,  for  the  Pi  ojeft  they  laid,  and  carried  on  pretty 
far  in  the  Academy,  for  the  perfecting  of  Anatomy. 
We  have  added  thereto  fome  Anatomical  remarks;  ac¬ 
companied  with  Figures  about  the  Tcckuies,  fo  named 
bccauie  they  pronounce  very  frequently,  and  diftmd- 
ly  this  Word.  They  are  huge  Lizards  or  fmall  Cro- 
c  rdiles,  found  all  over  the  Woods  in  Siam,  as  a,llo  in 
roc  Fields,  andinHoufes. 

The  Gameleon  islikewife  another  fort  of  Lizard  of 
!■;:  ween  eight  and  ten  inches  in  length,  which  ferved- 
;  o-  a  fubjedt  to  our  Obfer vatiojs,  there  are  of  them 
: be  feen  upon  the  Coalt  of  Coromandel ,  ,md  we 
breed  of  them  zt  our  l-Ioufe  in  Ponticbsry,  for  they  do 
■10:  iive  upon  Air  alone,  as  fome  Nacuralifb  have 
'V-iiten,  for  they  eat,  and  that  very  greedily.  ’Tis 
true  indeed,  that  being  of  a  very  cold  and  moift  tem¬ 
per,  they  can  pafs  feveral  days  without  Aliment,  but 
or  the  long  run,  it  you  give  them  none  at  all,  you 
full  fee  them  dwindle  away  by  degrees,  and  at  laft 
die  for  Hunger. 

Upon  the  whole,  every  thing  is  very  odd  in  the. 
Camelion,  its  Eyes,  Head,  Belly,  are  exceeding  biig ; 
and  although  it  hath  four  parts,  as  a  Lizard,  yet  is  it 
‘  (o 
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lb  very  flow  in  all  its  motions,  that  it  crawls  father 
than  goesi  and  if  fo  be  Nature  had  not  beftowed  up¬ 
on  it  a  Tongue  of  a  particular  Contexture,  it  could 
never  catch  the  Animals,  in  which  does  confiii  its 
Nourilhment.  This  Tongue  is  round,  thick,  and  at 
leaft  a  Foot  in  length,  it  darts  this  Tongue  (even  or 
eight  inches  out  of  its  Mouth  with  a  marvellous 
flight.  Now  the  fubftance  of  it  is  fo  Vifcous,  that  it 
detains  Flies,  Gralhoppers,  and  other  fuch  like  In  (efts, 
if  it  touch  them  but  never  fo  lightly  with  its  Tip. 

Its  Body  is  cover’d  all  over  with  a  very  fine  Skin, 
but  is  of  a  changeable  Colour,  according  to  the  va¬ 
rious  Pallions  that  agitate  it :  In  Joy,  it  is.of  a.n  Eme¬ 
rald  green  mixt  with  orange,  etched  with  little'  'grey 
and  black  Strokes;  Choler  makes  it  dusky  and  livid; 
Fear  pale,  and  of  a  faded  yellow :  by  times,  all  thefe 
Colours  and  many  more  are  confounded  together, 
and  at  times  there  is  compofed  fuch  a  pretty  medlyof 
Shade  and  Light,  that  Nature  does  not  afford  finer 
variety  of  fhadowing,  nor  our  fineft  Pi&ures  more 
lively,  fweet,  and  proportional  Drawing. 

They  let  me  fee  likewife  at  Vonticbery  two  other 
Kinds  of  Animals  little  known  in  Europe ;  the  one  is 
called  Chien  marron,  that  takes  after  the  Dog,  Wolf, 
and  Fox  alraoft  equally :  It  is  of  an  indifferent  Big- 
nefs,  the  Hair  is  grey  and  reddifh,  it  hath  fhort  ta¬ 
per’d  Ears,,  the  Snout  fharp,  the  Leg  high,  9  long 
Tail,  a  Body  flender  and  well  fhaped ;  it  ddes  not 
bark  like  Dogs,  but  cries  juft  as  Infants  do:  in  a 
word,  it  is  naturally  voracious,  and  when  Hunger 
pinches  it,  it  enters  into  Floufes  in  the  night,  and 
falls  upon  People; 

The  lecond  fort  is  the  Mongoure,  which  as  to  its  ex¬ 
terior  Shape,  comes  very  near  the  Weszel,  except 
only  that  its  Body  is  longer  and  bigger,  the  Legs 
fhorter,  the  Snout  flenderer,  the  Eye  quicker,  and 
fcmswhat  lefs  wild. 
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This  Animal  really  is  very  familiar,  and  there  is 
no  Dog  that  plays  and  fawns  more  prettily  with  a 
Man  than  this  Creature ;  neverthelefs  it  is  angry,  and 
not  to  be  trufted  when  it  eats,  always  fnarling  at  that 
time,  and  falls  ftjrioufly  upon  thofe  who  will  be 
troubling  it. 

It  loves  Hens  Eggs  more  than  any  thing,  but  bc- 
caufe  its  Chaps  are  not  wide  enough  to  feize  on  them, 
it  drives  to  break  them  by  throwing  them  aloft,  or 
by  rowling  them  an  hundred  ways  upon  the  ground : 
but  if  there  chance  to  be  a  Stone  in  its  way,  it  pre¬ 
sently  lies  upon  it  with  its  Face  downward,  and  ftri- 
ding  with  its  hinder  Legs,  it  takes  the  Egg  in  its  fore 
Legs,  and  thrufts  it  with  all  its  Might  under  its  Belly 
tjll  it  be  broken  againft  the  Stone. 

It  does  not  only  hunt  Rats  and  Mice,  but  Serpents, 
of  whom  it  is  a  mortal  Enemy,  which  it  takes  by  the 
Head  fo  cunningly,  that  it  receives  no  hurt  by  it.  It 
is  at  no  lefs  enmity  with  Cameleons,  which  at  the  ve¬ 
ry  fight  of  it  are  feized  with  fo  mortal  a  fear,  that 
they  become  immediately  as  flat  as  a  Flounder,  and 
fall  down  half  dead ;  whereas  at  the  Approach  of  a 
Cat,  or  Dog,  or  fome  other  more  terrible  Animal, 
'tivey  dwell,  are  enraged,  and  betake  themfelves  ei¬ 
ther  to  their  own  Defence,  or  to  aflault  them.  '  ' 

'  India  being  a  very  hot  Country,  and  withal  moift, 
produces  a  great  ‘number  of  other  Animals;  there  is 
there  especially  abundance  of  Serpents  of  all  fizes, 
and  fo  pretty  in  refpeft  of  the  Variety  of  Colours, 
that  if  it  were  not  for  the  natural  Antipathy  that  we 
have  for  this  kind  of  Beaft,  I  fcarce  know  any  thing 
that  the  Eye  could  take  greater  Delight  in.  The  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Sum  are  not  lo  nice  as  we  in  this  refpedt  ; 
they  catch  a  prodigious  number  of  them  in  the 
Woods,  and  expole  themtolale  in  the  Markets  like 
Eels. 

Yet  there  is  a  particular  kind  of  them  that  they 
do  not  eat,  they  are  prelent  Poilon,  and  that  with- 
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out  Relief;  they  call  them  Cobra  capela:  Tome  others 
are  lhort,  and  of  a  triangular  Form,  fo  that  they  al¬ 
ways  creep  upon  one  of  their  three  Faces ;  others  al¬ 
io  are  ftill  more  odd,  have  no  Tail,  their  Extremities 
are  terminated  by  two  Heads  exactly  alike  in  ap¬ 
pearance,  but  very  different  in  effect,  inalinuch  as 
the  one  hath  not,  as  the  other,  the  common  Ufe  of 
its  Organs ;  for  in  thefe  latter  the  Lips  are  joyn’d,  the 
Ears  ftopt,  the  Eye-lids  quite  cover  the  Eyes,  whilft 
the  other  eats,  fees,  hears,  and  guides  all  the  reft  of 
the  Body. 

Yet  an  English  man  at  Madras ,  who  kept  one  in 
his  Houle  for  Guriofity  fake,  allured  me  that  every 
fix  Months  the  Organs  of  this  fecond  Head  dilclofed 
by  little  and  little,  and  that  on  the  contrary,  thofe  of 
the  oppofite  Head,  by  doling  themfelves,  cealed  to 
perform  their  ordinary  Fundhons ;  that,  at  the  end 
of  the  like  number  of  Months,  they  were  both  refto- 
red  to  their  priftine  State,  and  divided  in  that  man¬ 
ner  between  them,  each  in  its  turn,  the  Care  and  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Machine. 

But  God  being  no  lefs  wonderful  in  the  leaft: 
things  than  he  is  in  the  greateft,  there  are  a  prodi¬ 
gious  number  of  Infers  that  might  deferve  the  moft 
ferious  Refledions.  There  you  may  lee  certain 
Flies  that  Nature  hath  painted  of  fuch  a  lively  yel¬ 
low,  fo  polilh’d  and  Ihining,  that  the  moft  curious 
gilding  does  not  come  near  it.  Some  others  are 
but  points  of  Light,  that  always  glow  and  emit 
Rays  all  night  long ;  all  the  Air  appears  as  if  let  on 
fire  with  it  when  they  fly  i  and  when  they  light  upon 
Leaves  or  Branches,  the  Trees  refemble,  afar  off) 
thole  Fire-works  they  make  in  the  Indies  for  folemn 
Illuminations. 

The  white  Pifmires,  every  where  to  be  found 
what  Care  foeverjMen  take  to  deftroy  them,  are  ve¬ 
ry  famous  by  reafon  of  the  great  Inconveniencies 
they  produce,  and  for  their  natural  Properties.  They 
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are  exceeding- fmall,  ofafoft  Subfiance,  white,  and 
fometimes  a  little  ru  Hetty ;  they  are  multiplied  ad  in¬ 
finitum  ;  and  whenfoever  they  have  once  got  into  an 
Houle  or  Apartment,  nothing  but  the  black  Pifmires 
can  drive  them  out :  they  have  fuch  /harp  Teeth, 
and  fo  penetrating,  that  they  not  only  pierce  through 
in  one  night  the  greateft  Bails  of  Cloath,  Wool,  Silk, 
and  all  other  Stuffs ,  but  even  Cabinets  and  Cup¬ 
boards,  the  Wood  of  which  becomes  in  a  few  days 
allWcrmeaten;  they  even  fpoil  Wood,  Copper,  and 
Silver,  upon  which  you  may  fometimes  difcern  the 
figns  and  marks  of  their  little  Teeth:  Notwithftand- 
ing  all  this,  there  is  great  probability  that  this  EHed 
proceeds  more  from  the  particular  Quality  of  their 
Saliva,  which  is  a  kind  of  diiTolving  Menflrum  and 
ads  at  that  time  much  after  the  fame  manner  as  Aetna 
fi  rtis  does  here  upon  our  Metals: 

Even  the  Gralhoppers  are  extraordinary  ;  there  are 
fome  of  them  in  Siam  that  breed  upon  the  Boughs  of 
Trees,  and  are,  if  I  may  venture  to  fay  lo,  their  Fruit 
in  a  manner,  for  the  Leaves,  prelerving  their  natural 
Figure  and  Colour,  grow  (omewhat  thicker,  their 
fides  throw  out  on  each  hand  a  kind  of  green  Fila¬ 
ments,  in  faihion  of  long  Legs,  one  of  the  Extremi¬ 
ties  of  the  Leaf  extends  like  a  Tail,  and  the  other 
waxes  round  like  a  Head,  all  which,  in  procefs,f  is 
animated,  and  metamorphofed  into  a  Grafhopper. 
This  is  what  the  People  of  the  Country  report,  who 
pluck  them  from  the  Branches  themfelves ;  we  have 
feen  great  ftore  of  them,  and  it  is  true  that  the  Leaf 
appears  entire  with  its  Fibres,  or  at  lead  nothing  does 
more  refemble  a  Leaf  than  the  Body  of  this  Animal, 
if  this  be  true,  This  Tree  is  no  lefs  to  be  wondered  at 
than  that  whole  Leaves  dropping  into  the  Sea,  in  a 
ihort  time  turn  to  Soland,  Geefe,  as  fome  Naturalifts 
would  make  us  believe. 

It  would  here  be  a  fit  place  to  fpeak  to  you  con* 
cerning  the  ftrange  Trees  we  have  met  with  in  the 
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Eaft,  bat,  if  I  amnotmiftaken,  I  have  had  formerly 
the  Honour  to  difcourfe  with  you  about  them  at  large* 
efpecially  of  thofe  that  produce  Vernifh,  Tea,  Cot¬ 
ton,  Tallow,  Pepper,  and  many  others,  all  of  them 
lingular  in  their  land,  and  very  profitable  for  Com¬ 
merce. 

I  have  had  alfo  the  Honour,  Sir,  to  prefent  you 
with  about  four  hundred  China  Plants,  drawn  out  in 
their  natural  Colours,  and  copied  after  thofe  that  are 
kept  in  the  Clofet  of  the  Emperor  of  China :  this  is  it 
that  does  chiefly  compofe  the  Herbal  of  China,  and 
which,  doubclefs,  will  enrich  ours,  efpecially  when 
we  fhall  have  the  Tranflation  of  the  Book  where  the 
Vertues  and  Ufe  of  all  thefe  Simples  are  incompara¬ 
bly  well  explained, 

Neither  fhall  I  enlarge  more  upon  our  Obfervations 
that  relate  to  the  Beauty,  Bignefs,  and  Diverfity  of 
Indian  Birds ;  for  altho’  that  may  be  the  fineft  part  of 
the  Hiftory  of  Animals,  yet  there  has  been  fo  much 
laid  of  it  already  in  the  foregoing  Relations,  that  it 
would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  fpeak  to  you  of  it  more  at 
large. 

But  I  cannot  forbear  now  in  the  Conclufion  to 
relate  to  you  the  greateft  Curiofities  which  the  Sea 
hath  furnifhed  us  with.  There  are  Fifh  whole  Blood 
is  as  hoc  as  that  of  a  Man,  others  refpire  in  the  Air 
like  other  terreflrial  Animals :  We  fee  fome  of  them 
fly  like  Birds,  that  croak  at  the  bottom  of  Waters 
like  Toads-,  and  bark  like  Dogs:  fome  have  Heads 
pretty  like  ours;  they  call  them  in  Siam,  Mermaids : 
in  fome  certain  ones  the  Flelh  is  fo  firm,  that  it 
nourifheth  as  much  as  Meat ;  in  others  it  is  fo  foft, 
that  it  may  not  be  fo  properly  called  Fifh,  as  an  indi- 
geftednefs  of  flimy,  grofs,  and  tranfparent  Matter, 
wherein  no  Organ  is  to  be  difcerned,  yet  is  it  quick, 
it  moves,  and  even  fwims  methodically.  In  a  word, 
altho’  the  moft  part  of  them  be  good  to  eat,  yet  I 
have  feen  fome  that  are  poyfonous,  which  infallibly 
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lame  the  Filhermen  when  they  can  ftrike  their  Fins 
into  them. 

I  forbear  all  the  other  Wonders  of  the  Sea,  that  no 
ways  come  Ihort  of  thofe  in  the  Heavens  and  in  the 
Earth,  that  I  may  (peak  more  particularly  of  what 
we  have  learn’d  of  the  Birth,  Nature,  and  Filhing 
of  Pearl.  You  may  allure  your  felf,  that  thefe  are 
of  that  kind  of  Defcription  upon  which  the  Publick 
may  rely;  for  we  derive  them  from  the  Fountain 
head.  This  is  what  Father  Boucbet,  the  Miffionary 
of  Madure,  fent  by  the  King  into  the  Indies,  left  me 
his  own  (elf  in  Writing. 

Men  know  well  enough,  that  Pearls  are  engen¬ 
dered  in  a  fort  of  Oyfter  found  in  the  Indies,  between 
Cape  Comarin  and  the  Channel  de  la  Croux ,  which  oc- 
cafioned  the  giving  the  Name  de  la  Pefcberie,  or  the 
Filhery,  to  the  whole  Coaft :  This  Filhing  is  exceed¬ 
ing  chargeable,  whether  it  be  that  it  continues  three 
whole  months  without  any  Intermiflion,  or  whether 
it  be  that  they  are  fometimes  fain  to  employ  above 
an  hundred  and  fifty  Men  therein  all  at  once.  So 
that  before  they  engage  in  it  for  good  and  all,  they 
begin  upon  Tryal,  from  whence  they  can  tell,  more 
or  lefs,  what  Profit  they  may  poflibly  hope  for.  N°w 
if  the  Pearls  of  the  firft  Oyfter  be  fair,  big,  and  in 
great  number,  then  the  whole  body  of  Filhers  are  in 
areadinefs  againftthe  15th  of  March ,  the  time  when 
the  Varavas  (People  of  that  Coaft)  do  always  begin 
that  precious  filhing.  In  the  laft  there  were  but 
eight  hundred  Barks,  yet  fometimes  there  are  to  be 
feen  to  the  number  of  three  thouland.  At  that  time 
the  Hollanders  arm  two  Vat  aches,  to  Convoy  the  Fleet 
and  defend  them  from  Pirates. 

The  Grew  of  each  Bark  confifts  of  fifty  or  fixty 
Mariners,  amongft  whom  there 'are  twenty  Divers, 
each  of  which  hath  his  two  Aftiftants,  which  for  that 
Realon  they  call  the  Fijhcr  Ajjiflants :  in  fine,  the 
Gain  isdiilributed  after  the  following  manner ;  each 
Diver 
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Diver  is  bound  to  pay  fix  Crowns  to  the  Hollanders, 
which  hath  fometimes  amounted  to  a  Million.  E- 
very  eight  days  they  filh  one  whole  day  for  the  pro¬ 
fit  of  the  Skipper  of  the  Bark;  the  firft  throw  of 
the  Nets  is  for  him ;  they  give  the  third  part  of  what 
remains  to  the  Affiftants,  the  Surplus  belongs  to  the 
Divers.  But  yet  the  Hollanders  do  not  always  give 
them  leave  to  difpofe  of  it  as  they  pleafe.  So  that 
theft  poor  Wretches  do  often  complain  of  their 
hard  Fate,  and  bewail  their  Lois,  when  they  think 
of  the  time  they  lived  under  the  Dominion  of  the 
Tortugutfe. 

When  Filhing  time  is  come,  this  is  the  manner  of 
the  Faravas's  preparing  themfelves  for  it:  The  whole 
Fleet  puts  out  to  Sea  as  far  as  feven,  eight,  ten  fathom 
Water,  off  of  certain  huge  Mountains,  which  they 
difcover  far  up  in  the  Country ;  they  have  learn’d  by 
experience,  that  this  is  the  moft  commodious  Latitude 
of  theCoaft,  and  the  place  where  there  is  the  moft 
copious  Filhing. 

Soon  after  cuffing  Anchor,  every  Diver  fallens  un¬ 
der  his  Belly  a  good  big  Stone  fix  inches  diameter,  a 
foot  long,  cut  archwife  on  that  fide  that  is  applied  to 
his  Skin ;  they  make  uft  of  it  as  Ballaff,  that  they 
may  not  be  carried  away  by  the  motion  of  the  Water, 
and  to  go  more  firmly  through  the  Waves :  befides 
that,  they  tie  a  fecond  heavy  one  to  one  of  their 
Feet,  that  prefently  finks  them  to  the  bottom  of  the 
Sea,,  from  whence  they  quickly  draw  it  into  the  Bark 
by  help  of  a  fmall  Cord :  but  becaufe  the  Oyfters  are 
often  fixed  to  the  Rocks,  they  furround  their  Fingers 
with  Copper  Plates  for  fear  of  hurting  them  in  pul¬ 
ling  the  Oyfters  with  violence :  lome  others  alio  ule 
Iron  Forks  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Laftly,  every  Diver  carries  a  great  Net,  in  falhion 
of  a  Sack,  hung  about  his  Neck  by  a  long  Rope,  the 
eud  of  which  is  faftnecl  ro  the  fide  of  the  Baiks  i  the 
Sack  is  defigned  to  receive  the  Oyfters  they  pick  up 
f  during 
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during  the  fifhing,  and  the  Rope  to  draw  up  the  Fi- 
Ihers  when  they  have  fill’d  chew  Sack. 

In  this  Equipage  they  precipitate  themfelves,  and 
go  down  into  the  Sea  above  fixty  Foot  deep.  Since 
they  mu  ft  lofe  no  time,  fo  ioon  as  they  touch  the  bot¬ 
tom  they  run  to  and  fro  upon  the  Sand,  upon  a  {limy 
Earth,  and  amongft  the  craggy  Rocks,  (hatching  ha- 
ifily  the  Oiftersthey  meet  with  in  their  wav. 

Ac  what  depth  {o  ever  they  be,  the  light  is  fo  great 
that  theydifeern  what  happens  in  the  Sea,  as  eafilyas 
tho’  they  were  upon  Land.  They  (ometimes  fee  mon- 
ftrous  Fiili,  from  which  the  Chriftians  defend  theni- 
lelves  by  croffing  themfelves ;  which  hitherto  hath 
preferved  from  all  Accidents.  For  as  for  thofe  who  are 
Mabumitans ,  or  Pagans,  what  fhiic  Foever  they  make 
by  troubling  the  Water,  or  flying  away,  to  avoid 
them,  many  have  been  devoured  by  them  :  and  of  al! 
the  dangers  in  Fifhmg,  this  is  without  all  doubt  the 
moft  ordinary  and  greateft. 

In  fine,  the  expert  Divers  remain  commonly  under 
Water  half  an  hour,  others  are  no  lefs  chan  a  good 
quarter  of  an  hour.  They  do  no  more  but  hold  their 
breath,  without  ufing  for  that  purpofe,  either  Oil, 
or  any  other  Liquor.  Cuftom  and  Nature  having  in¬ 
dued  them  with  that  power,  which  all  the  Art  of  Phi- 
lot’ophers  hath  not  been  able  to  this  day  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  us. 

When  they  perceive  they  can  hold  no  longer,  they ' 
pull  the  Rope  to  which  their  Sack  is  fattened,  and 
tie  themfelves  very  faft  to  it  by  their  hands.  Then 
the  two  Affi'tants  that  are  in  the  Bark  hoitt  them  a- 
loft  in  the  Air,  and  unload  them  of  what  they  have 
got,  which  is  fometimes  five  hundred  Oyfters,  fome- 
times  fifty,  or  an  hundred  only,  according  to  their 
good,  or  bad  luck,  Amongft  the  Divers,  fome  reft 
a  little  to  refrefh  themfelves  in  the  Air ;  others  do 
not  require  it,  and  incontinently  plunge  again  in¬ 
to  the  Water,  continuing  in  that  manner  this  vio- 
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lent  Exercife  without  relpit,  for  they  feed  but  twice  a- 
day,  once  in  the  Morning,  before  they  put  to  Sea, 
and  in  the  Evening  when  Night  forces  them  to  make 
to  Shoar. 

It  is  upon  this  Shoar  where  they  unload  all  the 
Barks,  and  the  Oyfters  are  carried  into  a  great  many 
little  pits  digged  in  the  Sand,  about  five  or  fix  Foot 
Square.  ■  The  heaps  they  throw  in  riles  fometimes  to 
the  height  of  a  Man,  and  look  like  a  company  of 
little  Huts,  that  one  would  take  at  a  diftance  for  an 
Army  ranged  inBatalia. 

They  leave  the  Oyfters  in  this  manner  till  fuch 
time  as  the  Rain,  Wind,  or  Sun  forces  them  to  open 
of  themlelves ;  which  loon  kills  them,  the  meat  cor¬ 
rupts  and  grows  dry,  and  they  pull  out  the  Pearls 
very  eafiiy,  lo  that  they  all  fall  into  the  Pit.  Ac¬ 
cording  as  they  pull  out  the  Mother  of  Pearl,  lo  they 
call  the  Shells.,  on  the  outfide  like  ibofe  of  your  com¬ 
mon  Oyfters;  but  within  more  like  Silver,  and 
more  glittering :  the  largeft  are  near  as  big  as  youa 
Hand ;  the  meat  is  very  delicate,  and  if  the  Pearls 
there  found  be  according  to  the  Opinion  of  lome 
Phyficians,  certain  Stones  that  are  bred  by  the  ill 
Conftitution  of  the  Oyfters  Body,  as  it  happens  in 
Men,  and  in  the  Bezoar.  This  Diftemper  does  not 
lenfibly  alter  the  humours  thereof,  at  leaft  the  Va¬ 
ravas  that  eat  of  them  find  not  any  difference  be¬ 
tween  thole  that  have  Pearls,  and  tbofe  that  have 
none. 

When  they  have  cleanfed  the  Ditch  of  its  moft 
grols  filth,  they  lift  the  fame  over  and  over  again,  to 
leparate  the  Pearls  from  it.  Nevertheiels,  what  care 
loever  they  take,  abundance  of  them  are  loft,  and 
altho5  they  return  often  thither,  yet  they  .ftill  find 
them,  in  a  pretty  confiderable  number,  lome  years 
after  the  filhing. 

And  this  is  all,  Sir,  that  refpeds  the  Place,  and 
ordering  of  this  rich  Filhing.  I  ihall  add  lome  other 
par* 
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particulars,  that  Will  ferve  more  fully  to  inform  you 
of  the  Nature  and  Quality  of  Pearls.  . 

They  are  found  (cattered  here  and  there  in  the 
whole  fubftance  of  the  Oyfter,  in  the  Vail  that  co¬ 
vers  it,  in  the  circular  Mufcles  that  terminate  there 
in  the  Ventricle,  and  in  general  in  all  the  Garnous 
and  Mufculous  parts.  So  that  it  is  not  probable  that 
they  be  in  the  Oyfter,  what  the  Eggs  are  in  the  Hen, 
and  Spawn  in  Fiih.  For  befides,  that  Nature  hath 

Slot  determined  them  any  particular  place  for  to  be 
ormed  in,  Anatotnifts  who  have  carefully  examined 
this  matter,  can  difcover  nothing  that  hath  any  A- 
nalogy  with  that  which  happens  in  refpeCl  of  other 
Animals. 

One  may  neverthelefs,  fay  that  whereas  there  are 
in  a  Pullet,  an  infinite  number  of  Eggs  in  form  of 
Seed,  one  of  which  grow  and  augment,  whilft  the 
others  remain  in  a  manner  in  the  fame  State.  So 
likewife  in  each  Oyfter,  may  be  commonly  obforved 
one  Pearl  bigger,  better  formed,  which  fooner  comes 
to  perfection  than  all  the  reft.  But  this  Pearl  hath  no 
fixed  place,  and  it  is  fometimes  in  one  place,  and 
fometimes  in  another;  Yea,  and  it  fometimes  fo 
falls  out  that  this  Pearl  becomes  fo  big,  that  it  hin¬ 
ders  the  Mother  of  Pearl  to  dole,  and  then  theOy- 
fter  dies  and  corrupts. 

The  Number  of  the  Pearls  is  no  lets  indefinite, 
oftentimes  all  the  Meat  of  the  Oyfter  is  fet  thick 
with  them,  but  it  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  more  than 
two  of  them  of  any  tolerable  bignefs. 

They  are  naturally  white,  more  or  left  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Quality  of  the  Mother.  The  Yellow  and 
the  Black  are  extraordinary  Rare  of  fmall  Value ; 
yet  Tavernier  reports,  that  he  had  fix  of  them  given 
him  in  the  Indies  that  were  perfectly  Black,  fefem- 
bling  Jet,  and  much  efteemed  in  the  Country.  If 
this  Author  doth  not  intend  to  impofe  upon  us  in  tnls 
Point,  as  he  doth  in  many  others,  perhaps  he  was  de- 
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ceived  himfelf :  however  it  is  mod  certain,  that  all  a- 
long  the  Coaft  of  La  Pefcberte,  they  make  no  account 
of  them,  and  the  Fifhermen  themfelves  throw  them 
away  as  good  for  nothing. 

This  variety  of  Colours  is  without  doubt  caufed  in 
the  Pearls,  by  the  different  parts  of  the  Oyfter  where 
they  are  formed ;  fo  that  when  Chance  or  Nature 
hath  directed  the  Seed  into  the  Mifentery  and  Liver, 
or  rather  into  the  parts  that  are  inftead  of  them.  (For 
there  hath  been  obferved  in  an  Oyfter  a  Cavity  lar  ge 
enough,  where  are  difcovered  two  Overtures,  that 
terminate  at  two  (mail  Membranes,  where  the  Chyle 
is  chiefly  purified,  and  difcharges  it  felf  of  all  its  grofs 
Particles ;  the  Inteftines  of  this  Animal  not  being  ac¬ 
companied  with  La&eal  and  Mefariac  Veins.)  When, 
I  fay,  the  part  is  inclofed  in  thefe  Cavities,  and  Bile 
and  impurities  of  the  Blood  may  very  well  alter  the 
natural  whitenefs,  and  make  them  either  yellow  or 
black,  fo  likewife  one  may  obferve  that  thefe  Pearls 
are  not  tranfparent,  but  fullied,  and  loaden  with  a 
grofs  fiibftance. 

As  to  what  relates  to  their  exteriour  Form,  it  is  fuf- 
ficiently  known,feeing  they  are  as  common  in  Europe 
as  in  the  Indies.  Their  different  Figure  gives  them  dif¬ 
ferent  names ;  fo  we  fay,  a  Pearl  in  Feint)  or  in 
Pear;  Owi/ Pearl,  Round  Pearl,  Barrtque  Pearl,  that 
is,  flat  on  one  fide  and  round  on  the  other ;  one  may 
add  Irregular  Pearl,  for  feme  of  them  are  found  with 
a  many  little  Angles,  gibbous,  flat,  and  generally  in 
all  forts  of  Figures. 

Upon  the  whole,  if  it  be  a  difficult. thing  to  give 
an  account  how  Pearls  grow  in  Oyfters,  it  is  no  lefs 
difficult  to  underftand  the  manner  how  Oyfters  are 
generated  in  the  Sea.  Some  fay  it  fares  with  this  fort 
of  Fifh  as  with  all  others,  that  produce  Eggs,  the 
exteriour  fubftance  whereof,  foft  at  firft,  and  vifeous, 
grows  hard  at  laft  by  degrees,  and  turns  to  a  Shell. 

LI  What 
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What  the  Varavas  have  obferved,  and  which  I  will 
inform  you  deferves  to  be  carefully  minded. 

At  the  times  when  Rainfalls,  the  Brooks  of  the 
adjacent  Lands,  that  empty  themfelves  all  along  the 
Weft,  flow  near  two  Leagues  upon  the  furface  of  the 
Sea  without  mixing  with  it :  This  water  does  thus 
fwim  above  fome  time,  keeping  its  natural  colour, 
but  it  clots  afterwards  by  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  which 
reduceth  it  into  a  kind  of  light  tranfparent  Cream. 
Soon  aftei  it  is  divided  into  an  infinite  number  of 
parts,  every  one  of  which  feems  animated, and  moves 
up  and  down  like  fo  many  little  Infedfs.  The  Fifh 
fometiines  catch  fome  of  them  as  they  float,  but  as 
foon  as  they  tafte  of  them  they  quickly  leave  them. 

Of  what  Nature  foever  the  Minute  Animals  may 
be,  certain  it  is,  that  they  Engender  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  Water;  their  Skin  grows  thick,  hard,  and 
becomes  laft  of  all  fo  ponderous,  that  they  defcend 
by  their  own  proper  weight  to  the  bottom  of  the  Sea. 
The  Varavas  do  moreover  allure  us,  that  they  afliime 
at  laft  the  form  of  an  Oyfler. 

This  is  a  Syftem  whereof  the  Vertuofo’s  did  proba¬ 
bly  never  dream,  which  Experience  hath  difcovered 
to  the  Barbarians ;  and  in  effect,  it  is  in  thefe  places 
only  that  Pearl  is  found, and  the  rainieft  Years  provech 
likewife  the  beft  for  Filhing. 

I  fhall  add  moreover,  to  undeceive  thole  who  are 
wedded  to  that  Opinion  of  the  Ancients,  that  Oy- 
flers  remain  always  at  the  bottom  of  the  Sea.  For¬ 
merly  it  was  believed  they  role  every  morning  up  to 
the  lurface  of  the  Water,  and  that  they  open’d  their 
Nacre  or  Shell  to  receive  in  the  Dew  of  Heaven, 
which  like  a  melted  Pearl  infinuating  it  felf  |into  the 
Meat  of  the  Oyfter,  was  fix’d  by  means  of  its  Salts, 
and  there  at  laft  aflumed  the  colour,  figure,  and  hard' 
nefs  of  Pearls ;  not  much  unlike  fome  certain  Li¬ 
quors  that  are  tranimuted  into  Cryftals  in  the  Earth, 
0! 
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or  as  fome  Flowers  are  transformed  into  Honey  and 
Wax  in  the  Bee-Hives.  All  this  is  ingenious  and  pret¬ 
ty  :  but  the  worft  of  it  is,  ’tis  all  falle  >  for  thefe  Oy- 
fters  are  ftrongly  faftened  to  the  rock,  and  never 
did  any  Fifher  lee  one  to  float  upon  the  Superficies  of 
the  Water. 

Notwithftanding,  Pearls  are  found  in  feveral  Pla¬ 
ces,  yet  tbofe  of  La  Pefcbetie  are  the  moft  valued,  for 
they  never  lofe  their  Luftre;  others  turn  Yellow,  or 
of  a  Pale  decayed  White.  As  to  the  true  Value,  it  is 
very  hard  to  determ-in  any  thing  for  certain ;  the 
biggeft  of  all  that  was  found  in  the  Iaft  Filhing,  was 
fold  but  at  Six  hundred  Crowns. 

I  have  fometimes  asked  the  Divers,  if  they  did  not 
now  and  then  find  Coral  at  the  bottom  of  the  Sea ; 
they  anfwdred,  that  they  being  for  the  moft  part  bu¬ 
ffed  in  what  concerns  feeking  for  Pearl,  took  no 
great  notice  of  any  thing  beffdes,  that  neverthelels, 
they  found  from  time  to  time,  Branches-of  Black 
Coral ;  there  is  fome  of  it,  added  they,  which  al- 
tho’  it  be  pretty  hard  at  the  bottom  of  the  Water,  yet 
becomes  much  more  fo,  when  it  hath  been  fome 
time  expofed  to  the  Air.  But  the  greateft  part  of  it 
hath  acquired,  even  in  the  Sea,  all  its  natural  Hard- 
nefs.  It  flicks  fall  to  the  Rocks,  and  when  we  caff: 
Anchor  in  Foggy- weather;  it  often  happens  that  our 
Anchor  catches  hold  on  fome  Branches  of  Black  Co¬ 
ral,  and  brings  along  with  it  whole  Trees ;  but  it  is 
very  rare  to  find  any  Red  Coral  all  along  che  Coaft 
of  La  Pefcberie. 

I  Ihall  here  make  a  Reflexion  that  not  many 
have  made;  viz,,  that  the  Coral-Tree  hath  no  Root. 
Some  of  it  was  foown  in  Rome,  in  Father  Kerchers 
Mufaum  that  fprung  out  of  foveral  Stones  ;  fome  ot 
them  have  been  after  chat  pull’d  away,,  and  the  Coral 
had  not  only  no  Root,  but  was  not  fo  much  as  tied 
by  any  Fibre,  or  any  the  lea  ft  Filament  whatfoever, 
L 1  s-  There 
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There  alfo  wasfeen  fevsral  Branches  of  Coral  iffuing 
from  a  Nacre  of  Pearl ;  and  in  Cardinal  Barbarins 
Clolet,  there  is  dill  to  be  feen  a  Shrub  of  Coral, whole 
Foot  is  Black,  the  Trunk  White,  and  (he  very  Top 
of  all  Red. 

Thus  doth  Nature,  Sir,  difporther  felf  in  the  great, 
Abyfs,  as  well  as  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Univerfe, 
by  the  Production  of  prodigious  Numbers  of  Things, 
equally  Profitable,  and  Precious,  which  (he  bellows 
not  to  excite  and  irritate  Mens  Concupilcence,  or  to 
foment  their  fottilh  Pride  ;  but  to  (crve  them  for  Or¬ 
naments,  as  Realon,  and  the  Decency  of  every  State 
requires,  or  permits. 

Nay,  pethaps,  Sir,  thefe  Beauties  of  the  Univerfe 
were  created,  not  fo  much  to  adorn  the  Body,  as  to 
exercife  the  Mind :  Relifiit  MunJum  Jifyutationi  eorum. 
For  of  all  natural  Plealures,  the  moft  innocent,  and 
fubftantial,  without  all  doubt  is  the  ftudy  of  Nature, 
and  the  Confideration  of  the  Marvels  it  contains  in 
its  Womb.  When  one  hath  once  run  over  the  Ground¬ 
work  of  Divine  Wifdom,  and  penetrated  into  the 
Myiieries  of  it;  this  general  View  of  (o  many  Beau¬ 
ties,  hath  more  powerful  Charms,  and  begets  in  our 
Spirit,  a  more  taking  and  affecting  Image  and  Re- 
prefencation,  than  all  that  the  Senfes  and  Paffionsare 
ever  able  to  prefent  to  us. 

You  know  it,  Sir,  better  than  any  Body  ;  you  I 
fay,  who  by  your  particular  Study,  and  your  conti¬ 
nual  Correspondence  with  the  Learned,  have  ac¬ 
quired  in  io  fhort  a  Time,  fo  many  Notions  in  all  the 
different  kinds  of  Erudition ;  and  certainly,  that  con- 
ftant  Application  that  you  every  Day  afford,  in  re¬ 
ference  to  the  perfection  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  fuffi- 
ciently  declares  that  nothing  can  more  profitably  and 
pieafantly  take  up  the  Time  of  a  Gentleman  and 
honeft  Man. 
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But  what  is  (fill  more  fingular,  you  fandifie  all 
this  Knowledge,  by  the  good  Improvement  you  make 
of  it.  You  bring  it,  I  may  fo  fay,  to  the  Sanftua- 
ry ;  you  make  u(e  of  it  in  the  Pulpit  of  Truth,  to 
make  our  Myfteries  more  intelligible,  and  not  finish¬ 
ed  with  the  ordinary  Philofophy  and  Eloquence,  you 
do  thereby  become  a  Chriftian  Philofopher,  and  an 
Evangelical  Orator.  I  am  with  all  refpeft, 


Tour  mffi  obedient 
and  mofi  bumble  Servant, 

LJ. 


Finis. 


ERRATA 

PAG.  157.  line  32,  3?.  read  thus,  'and  its  Offi¬ 
cers.  That  call'd  Himpou  takes  ccgnifance  of  nil 
Criminals,  That  call'd  Compou,  &c. 


A  Compleat  INDEX  to 
the  whole  Work. 


AUTHOR  fets  Sailj.  Is  fhipwracked,  4,  At. 

rivet  at  Nimpo,  12.  Carried  before  tie  Ma- 
gsfiratebut  kindly  received,  ibid.  &c.  Was 
prefect  at  a  Miracle,  414. 

Alphabet  confifis  of  14000  Letters,  18;. 

Audience  of  Ambajfaders  very  magnificent,  17  3. 
Arithmetick,  what  ufed,  213, 

AJlrology ,  314. 

Aftronomy,  ibid. 

Anatomy,  how  prablifed,  213, 

Armies  kept  up  in  time  Peace,  why,  18?. 

Adam  Schaal  Miffionary,  355.  Furtoufly  perfecuted,%6 1. 
Condemned  to  be  cut  in  pieces,  362.  Prodigies  happen 
which  caufe  ha  Liberty,  ibid.  Dies,  ibid.  Mightily 
honored  after  his  Death,  364. 

Apes  with  ftrange  properties,  501. 


B. 

BEauty  what  Features  filed fo,  114. 

Blood-letting  never  afed,  a  18. 

Bonnets  worn  in(lead  of  Hats,  132.  To  pud  them  off  to 
any  one  an  affront ,  ibid. 

Boots  always  worn,  defcribed,  1 34. 

Books,  how  bound.  188.  What  mop  in  vogue,  189.  What 
tranjlated  into  Chiuefe  by  the  Miffmants,  384. 

Beds,  their  fa fhion,  79.  Of  a  prodigious  bignejs,  80. 
Bribery  feverely  punifhed,  in  a  famous  Infiance,  244. 


INDEX. 

Riflsop  of  Heliopolis  fent  fo  China,  3  70. 

Bonzes,  a  comical  Pajjage  between  two  of  them  and  a 
Farmer;  327.  A  notable  Cheat  put  upon  a  Prince  of 
the  Blued  by  them ,  318.  A  [range  In  fiance  of  Morti¬ 

fication  in  one  of  them,  529;  A  remarkable  Cheat  of 
theirs  difeovered  and  punifhed ,  3  jO, 


c.  ^ 

("Mima,  its  great  Antiquity ,117 .  General  Defcription 
J  of  it,  15.  Its  Extent,  15,  2o.  Submits  to  the 
Tartars  Tube,  andwby,  19.  Governed  by  Kings  40  00 
Years  ago ,  •  18. 

Chincfe,  value  thmfelves  but  [corn  others,  120.  Their 
Character,  ibid.  In  what  they  referable  us,  and  where¬ 
in  they  differ  from  sss,  123.  Mourn  in  white,  144.  One 
of  them  made  a  Biflsep,  373.  Whence  their  Ignorance 
proceeds,  185.  Very  skilful  in  Traffck,  258.  Extra¬ 
ordinary  dextrous  in  Handicrafts ,  ibid.  Excellent 
Thieves  and  Houfe-breakers,  230.  How  converted  to 
Chrijlianity ,  3  94.  By  what  chiefly  kindred,  ibid .  Ma¬ 
ny  Relations  of  their  Converfion ,  375.  See. 

Confucius,  when  he  lived ,  1 18.  In  his  Writings  confirms 
the  Scripture  Account  of  the  Anx- Dilumns,  i  20. 
His  Character,  194.  Early  Wijdam,  ibid.  Extreme 
Poverty  98.  Death,  221.  Defcription  of  his  Perf on, 
ibid.  Several  of  his  Maxims,  2 7 2,  See. 

China  Ware,  how  made,  155. 

Characters,  what  ufed,  1 8 1.  Have  none  to  exprefs  feveral 
of  cur  Letters  ,\\s\A. 

Gllick  firangely  cured ,  218. 

Ccmpajs  of  Mariners  wherein  different  from  ours,  229> 

Co  rmorants  bred  up  to  catch  Fifls,  and  how,  137. 

Clocks  not  ufed  ;  how  that  Befell  is  [applied,  8 1 . 

C  mals  much  beyond  ours,  102. 

Councils  of  State  of  two  forts  defer ibed,  257. 

Ci  vility  flriclly  ebferved,  270. 

Lmcubmes  allowed,  284. 

Coll,  an  InTpecior:  howemployed  by  the  Emperor, 258. 

Courts 


INDEX., 

Courts  of  Judicature  their  Defcription  and  Names,  257. 
Colaos,  what,  257.  A  Quarrel  between  one  and  a  Prince 
of  the  Blood ,  how  ended,  289. 

Coin,  298. 

Chin  Emperor,  311. 

Chriflianity  how  propofed  to  the  Heathey,  378, 384.  E~ 
fiablifhed  by  publick  EdiB,  433. 

Churches  of  the  Chrifiians  deferibed,  428. 

Comets,  obfervations  on  them,  487. 

Crocodiles  deferibed ,  502. 

Camelions,.  their  Defcription,  ibid. 

Chien-Marron,  a  Beafi  deferibed.  503. 

Coral,  obfervations  about  it,  5 16- 
Cheat  put  on  the  People  at  Paris  by  one  who  pretended  to 
be  a  Chineie  Lady,  126.  How  dif covered,  131. 
Courage,  a  remarkable  bifiance  of  it,  268, 

D. 

DEgrees  of  Scholars,  279. 

Dragon,  Jlrange  Conceit  about  it,  94.  Chiliefe  a- 
fraid  of  difiurbing  one  Sail  thro  a  certain  Bay  filent , 

Ii. 

Duels  not  allowed,  240. 

Dials,  297. 

Divers  who  (lay  under  Water  half  an  hour,  310. 

Demons  which  affltBed  a  Family,  driven  away,  417, 
Frequent  in  China,  4 1 8.  Another  difpoffefied,  ibid. 
Doctors  always  wear  long  Nails,  135.  Remarkable  Con- 
verfion  of  one  of  them,  421. 

Dutch,  their  Character  in  the  Indies,  ill. 

E. 

EMperor,  his  Magnificence,  174.  His  Pomp  when  he 
goes  to  Sacrifice,  1 70.  His  Char  after,  40.  His  Pa¬ 
lace,  37.  Throne,  38.  His  abfolutenefs  (hewn in  an  otd 
Story,  247 .  His  great  Ju/lice  [hewn,  261.  To  what 
Sett  of  Religion  mofl  inclinable,  3  3  6.  Sometimes  wor- 
(hips  in  theChriflian  Churches,  359.  The  great  Humi- 


INDEX. 


lay  and  Mortification  of  one  of  them,  3 1  J.  One  of 
them  betrayed,  1 8.  Stabs  his  Daughter  and  Hangs 
himfelf,  ibid. 

Emprefs,  and  her  Son  the  Trince  baptifed, 

Eclipfes,  the  extravagant  Notion  the  Chinefe  have  of 
them,  70.  An  Account  of  two  of  the  Sun,  477.  The 
cbfervations  of  the  Mathematicians  upon  them,  479. 
Strange  Conceit  about  them,  480.  One  of  an  unufual 
Nature,  483 .  Tbofe  of  the  Moon  always  ill  calculated, 


and  why,  48}. 

Editt  by  Authority  for  the  publick  Exercife  of  Chrifiia- 


nity ,  466* 

Emoui,  a  famous  Haven  defcribed,  85. 

Enghjh,  the  Character  the  Chinefe  have  of  them,  an. 


FEet,  fmalnefs  of  them  a  great  Beauty,  116. 

Fountains,  none  but  what  belong  to  the  Emperor,  159. 
Defcribed,  1  io.  '  Ebb  and  Flow  like  the  Sea,  ibid, 
Feafiof  the  Lanthorns,  161. 

Fefiivals,  161,  Full  of  Ceremonies,  175. 

Fire  Works  very  confiderable  defcribed,  163* 

French,  the  Opinion  of  the  Chiqeie  concerning  them, 
an. 

Fifhmg,  ways  not  u fed  by  us,itf. 

Fortifications,  73.  > 

Fruits,  95. 

Filh,  in.  Sometimes  petrified,  1 1  a.  Golden  and  Silver 
Fiji  the  moft  beautiful  in  the  World,  113.  Others  of 
ftrange  Natures,  507. 

Fohi,  an  Emperor,  3 10. 

Fo,  a  fort  of  an  Impofior,  his  firange  Allions,  ;  ac.  Now 
mrfhipped  in  China,  322-  Reprefented  by  a  live 

Friefl,‘y$i. 

Faber,  a  French  Mtffmary,  bis  Character, % 57.  Works, 

Miracles,  ibid. 


Gardens, 


INDEX. 


G Ardens,  none  in  China,  147. 

Geometry  of  the  Chinefe,  213. 

Gin-Sem,  an  Herb  highly  valued,  an  Account  of  it,  2  j  $. 
Geographers,  two  grofs  mi  fakes  of  theirs  rectified,  1 5. 
Gaming  forbid  but  privately  prattifed  even  to  great  ex - 
«/},291. 

Gerbillon,  French  Mathematician,  his  Char  abler,  j8q. 
Grajhoppers  frangely  generated,So6.  ‘ 


n. 

HAlit  of  Urn,  132.  Of  Women,  124.  Of  the  Mif- 
fionaries,  145.  The  Chinefe  never  alter  the  Fa¬ 
shion  of  it,  engage  in  a  War  with  the  Tartars  rather 
than  do  it,  136. 

Houfes  defcribed,  1 47,  Meanly  furnijhed,  and  why,  ibid. 
Hieroglyphics  formerly  ufed,  182. 

Hamcheu,  a  City  defcribed,  82. 

Havens  of  China,  84. 

Htlls  how  cultivated,^!. 

Harvefi  twice  a  Tear,  9J. 

Honours  often  conferred  on  the  deftd,  2J1. 

Hi  forties  very  impartial ;  a  very  remarkable  way  they 
take  to  make  them  fo,  254. 

Hoamti,  an  Emperor,  310; 


INtorcetta,  an  eminent  Miffionary  perfected,  440. 

Jtikiao,  a  Sell  of  Religious  in  China,  333. 

Idolatry,  its  firfi  rife  in  China,  317.  Idols  fametimes  tm- 
camsonized  and  abufed,%ri.  A  very  notable  Story  to  this 
1  Uolatry  ani  Super fiition  of  the  Sea-men. ,7. 


’j^Alendar,  296; 


L,  Language 


INDEX. 


i. 

T  Anguage  exceeding  difficult,  iqy.  MegalhoffJ  mi¬ 
ls  flake  about  the  eaflnejs  of  it,  ibid.  Conjifis  only  of 
%  j  3  words,  ibid. 

Lead  flows  of  great  V  outer,  229.  The  quick  way  of  out- 
ling  them,  ibid. 

Li,  a  famous  Rebel ,  17. 

Letters  from  one  to  another  defcribed,  277. 

Lawyers  maintained  by  the  Publick,  and  therefore  take  no 
Fees,  281: 

Li- Lao kun,  head  of  a  Seel  of  Idolaters,  517;  Uisftrange 
Birth  and  Life,  ibid. 

Lamas,  Friefls,  332. 

M. 

"\flljfmaries  fent  for  to  Court,  and  the  joy  the  Chrifti- 

lVA  ans  expreffed  when  they  faw  them,  16.  How  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Emperor,  32.  Obtain  leave  to  fettle  any 
where,  37.  Ceremonies  at  their  Audience ,  59. 

Magiflrates  highly  honoured,  269. 

Mourning,  the  Ceremonies  of  it,  266. 1 

Moral  Principles  what  chiefly  taught  Children,  264. 

Men,  jome  thought  immortal,  94. 

Macao  defcribed,  85. 

Marriages  and  their  Ceremonies,  293. 

Mangoure,  a  Beafl  defcribed, 

Mathematicians  Jent  into  China  from  France,  bywhofe 
Advice ,2.  Mathematical  Inflruments  ufedi»Ch\aa.,6')l 

Mandarins  highly  honoured  when  they  travel  by  Water,  28. 
permitted  to  remonftrateto  the  Emperor  bis  Faults ,253. 

Milky  way  in  the  Sky  what,  493. 

Mercury  the  Planet ;  curious  obfervations  about  him ,  4?o. 

Mofcovites  make  a  League  with  China,  '380. 

Monument  of  Chriflianity  dug  out  of  the  Ground  by  a  great 
Providence,  343. 

Men  fires,  301. 

Mcdicin  of  China,  215. 

Mufickof  China,  2 1 3.- 


Nankim, 


INDEX. 


N. 


NAnkirn  defcribed ,  76. 

Nimpo,  aconfiderablePort  defcribed,  8<>. 
Nobility  not  hereditary,  282. 

NoftilucaV,  505. 

Navigation  of  the  Chinefe  defcribed,  230. 


OYfiers  the  Anatomy  of  them,  513. 

Oufenguey,  a  Commander,  his  great  Loyalty, 18. 
■proclaimed  Rebel,  367.  Routed,  569, 

Olopouen  Mijftonary  into  China  in  the  Tear  636.  p.  345, 
Onions  of  a  firange  property,  100 
Oranges  of  China,  97. 

Obfervatory  at  Pekin,  63; 

Outom-Chu,  a  grange  Tree,  158. 

P. 

PEruhs  mighty  ridiculous  to  the  Chinefe,  136.' 

Printing,  its  Antiquity  in  China,  185.  Their  way 
of  doing  it,  ibid. 

Paper,  what  fortufed,  18  6. 

Pens  never  ujed,  but  in/lead  of  them  Pencils ,  184 
Pbilofophy,  an  account  of  it,  113. 

Pul[e,  a  firange  accuracy  in  feeling  it  among  the  Chinefe, 

. 

Pao- China,  an  Herb,  its  defcription  and  virtues,  227. 
Provinces  of  China,  their  number  and  name,  1 5. 

Pekin  defcribed,  5  4.  Its  vafi  extent,  ibid.  Number  of 
Inhabitants,  5  7 .  Prodigious  Gates  and  thick  Watts, q  1  • 
Taken  by  the  Rebels,  18. 

Ports  of  China,  84. 

Pepper  Tree,  100. 

Policy,  241. 

Parents  highly  honoured,  265.  An  in  fiance  of  this  in  the 
behaviour  of  the  prefent  Emperor,  ibid.  Breach  of 
this  Duty  feverely  punijhed,  267. 

Punishments,  what  inflicted,  285. 

Pofi,  303.  Portuguefe 


INDEX. 

Portuguefe  endeavour  to  overthrow  the  Jefuits  Mijfion  in 
China.  35;.  How  prevented,MA. 

Perfecution  againfl  the  Chrifiians,  3  54'  Another  tnere 
violent,  ibid. 

Perfecutors,  fever al  of  them  overtaken  ly  the  Divine  Ven¬ 
geance,  36^. 

Petition  of  the  Miffionaries  to  the  Emperor  to  efiablif 
Chriflianity ,  454. 

Petavius,  a  mi  fake  in  his  Chronology  reBifed ,  481. 
Planets,  ohfervations  on  them ,  488. 

Pifmires  white  very  trouhlefome,  505. 

Pearls  their  Generation,  J12.  The  manner  of  Fifing 
for  them,  508. 

R. 

RHinocerots  defcribtd,  499- 
Revolution  in  China,  355. 

Ricci  a  Miffmary,  bis  Character  and  Aftions,  3  J  I. 
Religion  of  China,  309. 

Roads,  3 di. 

Revenue,  how  much  24 9.  And  yet  hiw  eafily  gathered 

«»?os. 

Rebellion  in  China,  17. 

Rewards  what  beflowed,  284. 

Rivers ,  106. 


OHips  of  China  deferibed,  23b. 

O  Sigan  a  City  deferibed ,  8 1 . 

Silks  of  China,  1 38.  Where  the  befl  is  made ,  83. 

Soil  its  Temper,  91. 

Scales  what  fort  ufed,  300. 

Soldiers  how  difeiplined,  30 6. 

Super  flit  ton  toward  the  Dead,  a  remarkable  Story  of  it, 


Sanciam,  an  If  and  where  Xavier  ms  buried,  deferibed, 
348. 


INDEX. 

Sofan,  a  Prince  of  the  Blood,  a  mighty  Friend  to  the  Chri- 
fims,44U  Publickly  in  Court  pleads  their  Caufe,  463. 
Satellites  of  the  Planets,cbfervations  concerning  them, 4^4. 
Savage-men,  Beajls  fo  called  in  the  fhape  of  Men ,  de¬ 
ferred,  500. 

Serpents  of  firange  properties,  504. 

Schaal,  vid.  Adam. 


T. 

TRees ,  1  f  8. 

Tea,  an  account  of  its  virtues :  the  wap  to  ebufe 
thebefi,  22o. 

St.  Thomas  preached  in  the  Indies ,  and  probably  in  .. 
China,  34r* 

Tranfmigration  of  fouls  held,  3  if.  A  pleafant  relation 
of  a  Man  firangely  infatuated  with  this  Opinion, \z6. 
Tchouen  hio,  Emperor,  %  14. 

Tio,  Emperor,  311. 

Tchim-Vam,  Emperor,  JIi.  Hit  gallant  and  uncon¬ 
cerned  behaviour  at  the  approach  of  death,  gig. 

Towns  of  China  deferibed,  190. 

Tartars  cruelty ,  194.  A  pleafant  relation  of  an  odd  ac¬ 
cident  proceeding  from  thence,  ibid. 

Tfounto,  a  particular  fort  of  Vice- Roys,  159. 

Tallow  Tree,  99. 

Triumphal  Arches  deferibed,  85; 

Temples  of  Idols,  their  defeription,  61.  Of  gratitude  de¬ 
feribed,  77. 

Torrents,  the  mop  rapid,  failed  over  by  the  Chinefe, 
and  how, 136. 

Typhon,  atempefluous  for  my  wind,  an  account  of  it,  10. 


VErbieft,  a  Miffionary,  made  the  Emperors  Mathe¬ 
matician,  g  64.  His  great  fervice  in  quelling  a  Re¬ 
bellion,  }  58.  Highly  honoured  by  the  Emperor,  369. 
His  remarkable  zeal  for  Martyrdom,  47.  His  Cha¬ 
racter,  44.  His  Letter  to  the  Emperor  on  his  death  bed, 

4*- 
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42.  Ess  death, The  Emperors  Encomium  of  him,' 
4?..  His  Funeral  Frocejfwn,  49.  Received  new  Ti¬ 
tles  of  honour  after  his  death,  52. 

Vifits  •paid  with  many  Ceremonies,  272. 

Vou-Vam  Emperor,  *12.  A  famous  inf  ance  of  A  if  ■ 
0 ion  {ham  him  by  his  Brother ,  ibid. 

Vicars  Apojlolical  fent  from  Roms,  3  74. 

Verwjh  where  it  grows,  and  how  ufed ,  149. 

W. 

Wives  of  the  Emperor,  Co.  ■ 

Women  in  China  mighty  religious,  388.  Never 
exercifs  ar.y  Trade,  287.  - 
Wall  of  China. 

Weights  ujed,  300. 


X.< 


XAvisr  undertakes  his  Mijfion,  347.  Miraculoufly 
preferved  from  corruption  when  dead,  348.  His 
Tomb  how  difeoveredf  ibid. 


Y. 


YAO,  an  Emperor ,  311. 

Yam-Quam-Sien,  a  violent  Ferfecutor,  how  he 
efcaped  the  hands  of  Jujtice,  2 Sd. 

Youth  how  Educated,  279. 


;Zj. 

ZEal,  a  remarkable  inf  ance  of  it  in  0Chinefe,4of> 
Another  very  famous  one  in  a  Fhyjician,  441. 
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